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INTRODUCTORY.

To one whose neighborhood has been the scene of import

ant events, the history of those events is the most interest

ing of all history. To the intrinsic fascination of stirring

incidents is added the charm of their having occurred on

familiar ground. The river is more than a volume of water,

irrigating its banks and turning mill - wheels—more than a

blue ribbon woven into the green vesture of the earth-to

one who knows how it has effected the course of events

along its valley for scores of years ; determining the loca

tion , first of the Indian's castle and then of the white man's

village ; the line first of the red warrior's trail and finally of

the railway and canal; now the site of the farmer's clearing

and anon that of a nation's domestic commerce. The road

that has been followed unthinkingly for years is invested

with a new interest if found to have followed an Indian

trail . The field where one has harvested but grain or fruit

for many a season brings forth a crop of associations and

ideas, when it is understood how it has been the scene of

conflict with rude nature and wild beasts such as everywhere

marked the redemption of the land from savagery and its

occupation by a Christian and highly civilized population.

It has hitherto been possible for the scholar, with leisure

and a comprehensive library, to trace out the written history

of his county by patient research among voluminous govern

ment documents and many volumes, sometimes old and rare ;

but these sources of information and the time to study them

are not at the command of most of those who are intelli

gently interested in local history, and there are many un

published facts to be rescued from the failing memories of

the oidest residents, who would soon have carried their in

formation with them to the grave ; and others to be obtained

from the citizens best informed in regard to the various

present institutions and interests of the county, which should

be treated of, in giving its history in order to present to

future generations an adequate picture of the present .

This service of research and compilation , which very few

could have undertaken for themselves, the publishers of this

work have performed ; and while a few unimportant mistakes

may perhaps be found in such a multitude of details , in spite

of the care exercised in the production of the volume, they

still confidently present this result of many months ' labor

as a true and orderly narrative of all the events in the his

tory of the county which were of sufficient interest to merit

such record .

Under the sway of cause and effect, historic events can

not stand alone. They form an unbroken chain . The

history of so limited territory as a county in New York has

its roots not only in remote times, but in distant lands, and

cannot be justly written without going far beyond the

county limits for some of its essential facts ; nor can such a

county history be understood in its due relation without a

historical review of at least the State in which the county is a

part. Hence we feel that in giving such an outline we have

been more faithful to the main purpose of the work , while

we have added an element of independent interest and value.

In the preparation of this volume earlier works bearing

on the history of this section of the State have been con

sulted ; besides many original sources of information . The

work is far from being merely a compilation from previous

publications . Besides adding to what has been known of

early times, we have brought the history of the county down

to date, enlisting in the undertaking the services of the

best local authorities .

While many of the remaining pioneers of the county, and

others of its present residents, have aided us with valuable

information , it is but just to name Mr. John S. Minard, of

Hume, from whose very interesting and valuable " Pioneer

Sketches ” we derived , with his permission , most of our

history of the Caneadea reservation and of early times in

Hume; Hon . Charles N. Flenagin , of the same town ; Hon.

Wilkes Angel , Colonel Rufus Scott (who furnished our

history of the First Dragoons), Dr. E. E. Hyde, Rev. J. S.

Kelsey and H. N. Gardner, E. W. Chamberlain , Alvin E.

Parker and G. H. Blackman , Esqs . , of Belmont ; the late

Hon . M. B. Champlain , Dr. Stephen Maxon and Lewis

Nash and Joseph Palmer, Esqs . , of Cuba ; Hon . A. N. Cole

Dr. H. M. Sheerar and Enos W. Barnes, Esqs. , of Wellsville ;

Dr. W. M. Smith (who furnished our history of the 85th

regimient) , Hon . D. P. Richardson , and P. S. Norris, Esqs. ,

of Angelica ; W. W. Bush and H. A. Kimball, Esqs . , of

Rushford ; and Prof. Ira Sayles , of Independence , author of

the chapter of the geology of the county .
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CHAPTER I.

CUSTHE AMERICAN ABORIGINES - CHARACTERISTICS AND

TOMS OF THE FIVE NATIONS OF NEW YORK .

T

HE American continent , in its natural features,

presents a striking and diversified display of

resources and grandeurs. Bounded by oceans ;

indented with numerous gulfs and bays ; inter

sected and drained by large rivers ; embracing

lakes equal in extent to seas, it affords every facility

for commerce ; while its fertile valleys and extensive

plains are admirably adapted to agricultural pursuits, and

its rocks are stored with minerals of inestimable value .

The magnificence of mountain scenery, the dashing flood

and deafening roar of Niagara , the subterranean labyrinths

of Mammoth Cave, are features of nature which fill the be

holder with wonder and amazement . To what people were

these resources offered and these grandeurs presented in the

dim ages of the past ? With only the shadowy and uncertain

light of tradition , little else than speculation can furnish

anything like a beginning to the history of the aborigines of

America . The ruins of cities and pyramids in Mexico and

Central America, and the numerous mounds so common in

the valley of the Mississippi , are monuments which point to

a people more skilled in arts and farther advanced in civil

ization than the Indian , found in occupancy when the

first Europeans landed . Some of these mounds appear to

have been erected for burial places , and others for defense .

The remains of fortification's present evidence of mechani

cal skill , and no little display of the knowledge of engineer

ing. Metallic implements of ingenious design and superior

finish, and finely wrought pottery, glazed and colored , equal

to the best specimens of modern manufacture, have been

found, showing a higher degree of mechanical skill than the

Indian has ever been known to possess. Some of these re .

mains have been found twenty feet or more below the sur

face, showing that they must have lain there for centuries .

All the investigations of the antiquarian to discover by what

people these mounds were erected have ended in uncertainty.

If these are the relics of a lost people, as many believe they

are, it seems somewhat probable that they were from Egypt.

Their pyramids and skill in the arts, together with the fact

that human bodies have been found preserved somewhat

similar to Egyptian mummies, support this theory . At an

early age the Egyptians, who were noted for their skill in

navigation , sailed around Africa , and made inany other voy

ages, in some of which they may have reached America.

Aristotle, Plato and other ancient writers appear to have

been aware of an extensive body of land in the West, speak

ing of it as an island , greater than Europe or Africa . It is

also supposed that the Egyptians may have reached America

through Asia . It is related that an Asiatic people emigrated

to Egypt and conquered the Mizraimites, who were then in

possession ; and that they became distinguished for their arts ,

built cities and erected gigantic pyramids, which still re

main as evidence of their skill and power. The Mizraimites,

smarting under their tyranny , rose against them , and after a

long struggle succeeded in driving them out of the land .

They retreated to the northeast, leaving mounds and walls

as far as Siberia as traces of their passage, and , it is thought,

crossed Behring's strait , and eventually settled in the Missis

sippi valley and Mexico .

Leaving conjecture , in regard to the earliest inhabitants

of this continent , it is enough to say that the pioneer ex

plorers of our State found dwelling on its soil a race of sav

ages whom English speaking people have universally called

Indians since the American aborigines were first met with

in the West Indies . New York was occupied by five con

federate tribes of these savages, originally named by the

English the Five Nations, by the French the Iroquois, and

by themselves Konoshioni — the “ cabin builders ” —and Hen

denosaunee — the “ people of the long house." The “ long

house " formed by the Iroquois confederacy extended east

and west through the central portion of the State , having at

its eastern portal the Mohawks and at its western the

Senecas ; while between them dwelt the Oneidas Onondagas

and Cayugas, and after 1714 a sixth nation , the Tuscaroras,

southeast of Oneida lake.

While we need not share the enthusiasm of some writers,

who have competed for the discovery of the most admirable

qualities in the Indians of New York , it is yet impossible to

regard without interest these primitive inhabitants of our

State. It is needless to dwell minutely on their personal ap

pearance , as their muscular forms, reddish brown and beard
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less faces,black eyes and coarse , straight black hair, are more

or less familiar to the present generation . The derivation

of the race is still matter of speculation among curious

scholars, and the origin of the league of the Iroquois is but

little better understood . " Research into conflicting tradi

tion " led Mr. Brodhead to adopt 1539 as the date of that

event, and to conclude that the ancestors of the Five Na

tions, before settling in New York , were driven from Canada

by the Adirondacs. One of their own traditions of their

origin represented that in the beginning Tharonhyjagon , the

“ Holder of the Heavens,” evoked them from beneath a

mountain near the falls of the Oswego river ( which have

nothing like a mountain within thirty miles of them) ; that

they journeyed to their final dwelling places by way of that

river and its tributary waters ; and that they adopted their

league at the suggestion of the wise men of the central tribe ,

the Onondagas, after experiencing the miseries of hostility

among themselves and defeat by enemies from abroad .

While such myths but illustrate the ignorance which has

always prevailed as to the origin of the Iroquois and their

federal compact, the features of their national character

and domestic and public polity, some of which made them

undeniably superior to the other savages of North America,

have been pretty well ascertained . They lived in huts made

of bark fastened by withes to a framework of poles, many

families usually crowding into one cabin ; permanent villages

were stockaded with two rows of posts crossed over a log

lying between them, and thus fortified were called castles.

They clothed themselves scantily in the skins of wild beasts ;

and fed on the game brought down by the flint-tipped ar

rows of the men, who would do no servile labor until too

old for war and the chase, and on the corn , beans and

pumpkins, or squashes, cultivated by the women . Beasts

and reptiles indiscriminately were game to them, and their

cookery was of the nastiest description . They had a child

ish fondness for gaudy ornaments and fabrics, and for

showy ceremonies and formalities. Polygamy existed among

them, and the marriage agreement was annulled at pleasure,

the household goods being divided between the man and

woman, and the children accompanying the latter .

The shadow of government existing among the tribes was

administered by their chiefs, some of whom , as among cer

tain civilized people, held their position by inheritance, and

others by conspicuous force of character . Their jurisdiction

did not extend to the punishment of crime, which was left

to private vengeance rather than committed to public au

thority. In the matter of religion these savages believed in

a Good Spirit and a happy immortality, but worshiped the

devil , with heathenish mummeries and incantations .

One of the most notable of the social arrangements of the

Iroquois was the division of each nation into clans , distin

guished by symbolic devices which have been called

totems," which they painted upon their cabins and their

persons, and in their later history affixed to the deeds of

the lands given up by them to the whites . The totems were

the same in each of the Five Nations, and the bearer of any

one of them was entitled to hospitality from those of his

totemic division in any other tribe. The chief clans , as

distinguished by their symbols, were those of the Tortoise,

the Wolf, the Bear and the Beaver ; and the devices of the

minor ones were the Deer, Potato , Great and Little Plovers

and Eagle .

In their universal fondness for war and their methods of

conducting it the Iroquois betrayed their essential savagery.

They fought with bows , spears and stone hatchets, and

shielded themselves with tough leather; but eagerly obtained

rifles, knives and steel tomahawks from the Dutch traders

on becoming acquainted with such weapons. They attacked

by surprise and ambuscade, and whenever possible fought

under cover. They took the scalps of their fallen enemies

for trophies, and usually put their captives to death with

fiendish tortures, in the unflinching endurance of which was

displayed the highest degree of the stoicism which was a

marked feature of the Indian character. Hostilities might

be suspended at the demand of the women without dis

credit to the braves who had been carrying them on .

It was in three respects that the Iroquois chiefly showed

their mental superiority over the savage tribes surrounding

them, namely : the original organization of their league ; the

boldness of conception with which they pushed their victor

ious campaigns almost to the eastern and southern limits of

the United States and throughout the Mississippi valley ; and

the cultivation of oratory and its display in their deliberative

assemblies. Their confederation united them but loosely

and for a few general purposes. There was r.o authoritative

central government, and common action was taken only

upon a unanimous vote of the tribes represented in the

great council , which sat with the Onondagas, in which each

tribe must also speak with unanimous voice. The military

advantages of the associated action of the Five Nations are

obvious. By their united weight they overcame all opposi.

tion until confronted by the superior discipline and arm

ament of the white man , and made their common name a

terror to the other native tribes throughout the greater por

tion of the United States. Their dominance is thus elo

quently pictured in Street's “ Frontenac;"

a

“ The fierce Adirondacs had fled from their wrath ,

The Hurons been swept from their inerciless path ;

Around , the Ottawas, like leaves, had been strewn ,

And the lake of the Eries struck silent and lone ,

The Lenape, lords once of valley and hill,

Made women , bent low at their conquerors' will .

By the far Mississippi the Illini shrank

When the trail of the Tortoise was seen on the bank ;

On the hills of New England the Pequod turned pale

When the howl of the Wolf swelled at night on the gaie ;

And the Cherokee shook in his green , smiling bowers

When the foot of the Bear stamped his carpet of flowers ."

The relative superiority of the Mohawks among the Iro

quois, except in point of numbers, is a fact attested by

abundant historical authority, including the following pas

sage by Mr. Brodhead :

“ Of all the confederated nations the Mohawks were the

bravest and fiercest. No hunter warriors on the North

American continent ever filled a higher measure of heroism

and military renown . Their very name was a synonym for

blood . From their propinquity to the Dutch settlements ,

and their superior martial exploits, the name of this nation

was frequently applied , by way of eminence, to the whole

Iroquois confederation ; among all the nations of which the

Mohawks were held in the highest veneration . Standing

at the eastern door of the ' long house, ' the Mohawk war

riors were the chief agents in carrying to the sea the con

quests of the Iroquois. Far across the hills of Massachu

setts, and through the valley of the Connecticut, the dreaded

name of Mohawk enforced an absolute submission ; and
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some of the white man's dealings with the Iroquois, the ex

pulsion from their ancient territory of that people, with their

doubtful virtues and indubitable barbarity, was an exceed .

ingly good riddance.

CHAPTER II .

EXPLORATION AND (ENT ON THE ATLANTIC COAST

AND THE HUDSON RIVER .

a

their annual envoys collected tribute and dictated laws with

all the arbitrary authority of Roman proconsuls. "

After the advent of the whites opposing interests among

them appealed to the Iroquois with distracting influences

which finally ruined their famous league and drove them

from their ancient hunting grounds.

Though the Indians are generally credited with taciturn

ity , their deliberations in council were monuments of ver

bosity. It was in their parleys with the whites in early times

that they made the long-winded speeches, which, as inter

preted by the civilized reporters, have laid the foundation

of their oratorical reputation. Their language was extremely

figurative, their speeches often consisting largely of a search

for picturesque conceits to express the simplest ideas.

It has been customary with recent writers on the Indians

to ascribe to them many and lofty excellencies and abilities ,

and to begin by deprecating the alleged disposition to do

them injustice and to ignore their claims to respect ar.d

admiration . If such a disposition ever existed , the tide of

opinion has of late certainly been flowing the other way,

and it may be time for the ebb. There seems to have been

something like statesmanship in the formation of the league

of the Iroquois, albeit the expedient was the simplest pos

sible, and the object success in savage warfare ; also in the

means by which the league was strengthened , including the

complicated system of family and tribal relationship ; but has

not the glory of this barbarian union been exaggerated ? For

example, must we believe all we read of Indian oratory ?

Not satisfied with the eloquent periods ascribed to the red

speech -makers, their eulogists remind us that we have only

white men's versions of what the orators said , and assume

that the speeches suffered by the interpretation . But it is

possible that they gained . The interpreters, it is said , were

often illiterate men ; but they were in all cases less so than

the orators, and in many cases they must be admitted to

have been quite adequate to the task . One of the most

famous of Indian orations is the address of Garangula, alias

La Grande Gueule—Big Mouth, as Mr. Parkman translates it

--to De La Barre in the conference at the mouth of Salmon

river, in Oswego county ; " but this , " says Mr. Clinton , in

his celebrated eulogy of the Iroquois , “ was interpreted by

Monsieur Le Moine, a French Jesuit, and recorded on the

spot by Baron La Hontan, men of enlightened and culti

vated minds." The man who translated it from the French

must have been a scholar, and it is not likely that the speech

suffered in his hands . Mr. Parkman makes a very suggest

ive remark on Big Mouth : “ Doubtless as he stood in full

dress before the governor and the officers, his head plumed,

his face painted , his figure draped in a colored blanket and

his feet decked with embroidered moccasons, he was a pic

turesque and striking object ; he was less so as he squatted

almost naked by his lodge fire, with a piece of board laid

across his lap, chopping rank tobacco with a scalping knife

to fill his pipe, and entertaining the grinning circle with

grotesque stories and obscene jests. ” Fondness for speech

making does not necessarily argue eloquence, and it is not

easy to believe in a phenomenal development of true oratory

in a race of savages, who were primarily warriors, in a

skulking and brutal fashion , and whose home life, if we

may use the expression , was, generation after generation

alike, contentedly passed in idleness and squalor. On

the whole we may say that, questionable as may have been

HE discovery of America was the most important

event of modern times . For the honor of this

discovery several claims have been presented.

Welsh historians have awarded it to Modoc, a

prince of Wales , who went to sea in the twelfth

century, and discovered land far to the west, to which

he made several voyages , but who, with all his crew ,

was finally lost . This claim is founded on tradition, how

ever, and unsubstantiated .

The Norwegians claim discovery and settlement on

stronger evidence . Eric emigrated from Iceland to Green

land in 986 and founded a settlement. Leif, a son of Eric,

embarked with a crew of men in the year 1000 on a voy

age of discovery . He sailed to the southwest and discov

ered land ; voyaging along the coast he finally entered a bay,

where he remained through the winter, calling the region

Vinland .

In 1007 Thorfinn sailed from Greenland to Vinland . An

account of this voyage is still extant. Other voyages were

made, and the Antiquarian Society , after a eareful exami

nation of all the evidence , including the geography of the

country described in these voyages, do not hesitate to

locate this Vinland at the head of Narragansett Bay, in

Rhode Island

These discoveries , however, were so ineffectual that noth

ing was known in Europe of land beyond the ocean until

1492 , when Christopher Columbus, believing that India

might be reached by sailing westward , was , at his urgent

solicitation , dispatched on a voyage of discovery by Ferdi

nand and Isabella, king and queen of Spain. He sailed from

Palos, and after stopping at the Canaries struck out upon

the hitherto unknown sea , discovering first one of the Bahama

islands; then proceeding toward the south he discovered

Cuba and Hayti , and returned to Spain , thus opening a

highway over the trackless Atlantic. He made other voy

ages, and in 1498 discovered the continent near the mouth

of the Orinoco river. The discovery of land in the west

promised large profits, and excited maritime enterprise

througout Europe. Henry VII . commissioned John Cabot,

a Venetian , in 1497 , to sail on a voyage of discovery, and

take possession of new lands in the name of England.

Sailing westward , in company with his son Sebastian , he

discovered Newfoundland, and while off the coast of Lab

rador saw the main -land of North America . The next year

Sebastian set sail to discover a northwest passage to China.

The frozen regions at the north compelled him to change

his course, and sailing toward the south he visited various

points along the coast as far as Albemarle sound, taking
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possession of the whole region for the crown of England.

John Verazzani , a Florentine in the service of Francis I. , of

France , arrived on the coast of North Carolina in 1524 , and

sailed south as far as Georgia. Turning north, he explored

the coast to about 41 ° north latitude, and entered a harbor,

which , from his description , is believed to have been New

York Bay, where he remained about fifteen days, and it is

supposed that his crew were the first Europeans that landed

on the soil of New York . He proceeded north as far as

Labrador, giving to the whole country the name of New

France, which was afterward confined to Canada.

Henry Hudson, an English navigator, having failed in

two expeditions to discover a passage to the East Indies,

for a company of London merchants, by sailing westward,

offered his services in 1609 to the Dutch East India Com

pany of Holland, which was formed the preceding year for

traffic and colonization . He left Amsterdam on the 4th of

April with a small ship and a crew of about twenty English

and Dutch sailors , and arrived on the American coast near

Portland , in Maine, whence he proceeded south along the

shore to the entrance of Chesapeake Bay. From this point

he returned northward, discovered and entered Delaware

Bay, and on the 3d of September anchored at Sandy Hook.

From here he proceeded up New York Bay, sending his

boats to the Jersey shore and receiving on board the natives,

who came in great numbers to traffic. On the 12th he en

tered the river which bears his name, and ascended it to a

point a little above where the city of Hudson now stands,

having been frequently visited on the way by the Indians,

who came to traffic, bringing maize, tobacco and other

products native to the country. To them he imparted a

knowledge of the effects of rum , to the drinking of which in

later years they became greatly addicted . Not considering

it safe to proceed further with his ship, he sent a boat with

a part of his crew to explore the river higher up.

posed that they went a little above Albany. On the 23d he

commenced to descend the river. When a little below the

Highlands, the Indians made several attempts to attack his

crew, who, in repulsing their attacks, shot ten or twelve of

their number. Descending into the bay he immediately

sailed for Europe. The following year he made a voyage

for the discovery of a northwest passage to India , and dis

covered and entered the bay which bears his name. Con

tinuing his search too long, he was compelled to remain

through the winter. In the spring part of his crew mutinied,

put him in a boat, together with his son and seven others,

and left them to perish . In 1607 Samuel Champlain, a

French navigator, ascended the St. Lawrence river, ex

ploring its tributaries; and on the 4th of July discovered the

lake which bears his name. Hence three nations, Holland,

France and England, founding their titles upon discovery,

claimed ownership in a region a part of which lies within

the State of New York .

The accounts given by Hudson of his discoveries stim

ulated the Dutch to avail themselves of the advantages that

might be gained by trading with the Indians, and accord

ingly in the following year another vessel was sent out to

engage in the fur trade on the banks of the river he had

discovered. In 1612 two more vessels were fitted out by

Hendrick Christiansen and Adrian Block, which were soon

followed by others. The fur trade proving successful,

Christiansen was appointed agent of the traffic , and Man

hattan Island made the chief depot . He erected a small

fort and a few rude buildings at the southern extremity of

the island , calling the place New Amsterdam . The island

was covered with giant forest trees and dense thickets,

which served as hiding places for reptiles and wild beasts .

In 1714 the States General granted a charter to the mer

chants engaged in these expeditions, conferring the exclusive

right of trade in this new territory, between the 40th and

45th parallels of north latitude, for four years, and giving

the name of New Netherlands to the whole region . The

trade flourished , and had become so profitable at the ex

piration of the charter that the States General refused to

renew it , giving instead a special license for its temporary

continuance.

In the meantime the surrounding country was being ex

plored . Adrian Block had passed up the East river, Long

Island sound and Connecticut river, and into the bays and

along the islands eastward to Cape Cod. Cornelissen Ja

cobsen May had explored the southern coast of Long

Island and southward to Delaware Bay, while Hendrick

Christiansen had ascended the Hudson river to Castle

Island , a few miles below Albany, where he had established

a trading post and erected a small fort . This fort was so

much damaged by a flood that it was removed to the Nor

mans-kill, a little below . Here a council was held between

the chiefs and warriors of the Five Nations and the
repre

sentatives of the New Netherlands, and a treaty of
peace

and

alliance was formed .

In 1620 James I. granted to Ferdinando Gorges, and his

commercial associates all the land between the fortieth

and forty -eighth degrees of north latitude, and extending

from ocean to ocean . Captain Dermer, in the service of

Gorges, appeared at Manhattan, and laid claim to all the

territory occupied by the Dutch . The English ambassador

at the Dutch capital had been instructed to remonstrate

against Dutch intrusion , but it seems his remonstrance was

without effect ; for in 1621 the States General granted a new

charter to the Dutch West India Company, an armed mer

cantile association , giving them exclusive jurisdiction over

the province of New Netherlands for twenty years, with

power to appoint governors, subject to the approval of the

States; to colonize the territory and administer justice. The

executive management was intrusted to a board of directors,

distributed through five separate chambers in the city of

Holland . The charge of the province had been assigned to

the Amsterdam chamber, which sent out a vessel in 1623 ,

under the direction of Captain May and Adrien Joriszen

Tienpont, with thirty families for colonization . A portion

of these settled on the Connecticut river, and others as far

up the Hudson as the present city of Albany, where they

built Fort Orange. A fort was also erected on the Delaware

river, near Gloucester, and called Fort Nassau. Their

number was shortly after augmented by other accessions ,

and colonization fairly commenced. In May, 1626 , Peter

Minuit arrived in New Netherlands as director- general or

governor of the province. He purchased the whole of

Manhattan Island of the Indians for trinkets of the value

of $ 24 . Friendly courtesies were then exchanged with the

Plymouth colony, and a brisk and profitable trade in furs

was carried on .

It is sup
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CHAPTER III .

THE DUTCH REGIME IN NEW YORK-RIVAL CLAIMS OF

THE ENGLISH - THE LATTER PREVAIL.

O encourage immigration, in 1629 an ordinance

was adopted granting to any member of the

company who within four years should plant a

colony of fifty persons, upwards of tifteen years

old , the privilege of selecting a tract of land

sixteen miles in length , on any navigable stream , and

inland as far as he should choose, with the title of

patroon, denoting something lordly in rank and means. The

patroons on their part were to buy of the Indians the right

to the land selected , maintain a minister and school-master,

and pay duty on trade carried on by them ; but the com

pany reserved the exclusive right to the fur trade, which

was becoming extensive and attracting dealers from the

banks of the St. Lawrence . Several availed themselves of

this privilege, among whom were Michael Pauw and Killian

Van Rensselaer, the former securing Staten Island and a

large tract on the Jersey shore, and the latter a large tract

on the Hudson river, now the counties of Albany and Rens

selaer. Although the patroons were excluded in their charter

by the company from participating in the fur trade , their

interference brought on a controversy , and Minuit, who it

was thought favored their pretensions , was recalled . The

vessel in which he sailed was detained by the English

authorities at Plymouth , on the charge that he had traded

and obtained her cargo in territory subject to England, and

thus the respective claims of the English and Dutch to the

title of New Netherlands were again called in question.

The Dutch relied on the discoveries made by Hudson, and

their immediate occupation , ratified by charter ; and the

English on the prior discovery by Cabot and the grant of

James I. , covering the territory. No final settlement being

obtained, the question was deferred ; and in April, 1633 ,

Wouter Van Twiller arrived at New Amsterdam as the new

director.general , bringing with him Everardus Bogardus, a

clergyman, Adam Roelandsen, the first school-master to the

colony, and a small military force, with which he subse

quently made considerable display. Soon after assuming

the government, he directed Jacob Van Corlaer to purchase

a tract of land of the Indians on the Connecticut river, near

the present city of Hartford . The English colonies earnestly

remonstrated against this invasion of their territory , but

without effect. The Plymouth colony secured a tract of the

Indians at Windsor, and sent Lieutenant William Holmes

with a force to take possession and commence a settlement ,

Van Corlaer being unable to oppose them with any effect,

Van Twiller sent a force of soldiers to disperse them . The

courage of the Dutch commander forsook him on perceiving

that they were prepared to meet hini , and he refrained from

trying to dislodge them . Better success, however, attended

him in an expedition against the Virginia colonists. A band

of these , under the lead of George Holmes, had taken pos

session of Fort Nassau on the Delaware river. Van Twiller

immediately sent a force there, which captured and brought

them as prisoners to Fort Amsterdam . During his admin

istration Jacob Eelkins , who had formerly been an agent

for the company at Fort Orange, arrived at Manhattan as

supercargo of an English vessel engaged in the fur trade .

Van Twiller refused to let him proceed without a license

from the company, which Eelkins declined to present, but

claiming a right to trade with the Indians as an Englishman ,

to whom the territory belonged , he proceeded up the river

to Fort Orange, in defiance of the governor, and commenced

trading with them . Van Twiller, in great indignation , dis

patched a force after him , and bringing his vessel back , sent

it out to sea. He was so mindful of his own interest that

he became the wealthiest landowner in the province. Ve

hemently passionate, he became involved in a bitter quarrel

with Bogardus, the clergyman , and with Van Dinklagen, a

member of his council. The latter had very justly com

plained of his rapacity, for which he sent him a prisoner to

Holland , on a charge of contumacy. His corruption and

incompetency to govern becoming apparent, he was recalled ,

and William Kieft, in 1638, succeeded him in the govern

ment of the colony.

The company in the following year obtained a new charter,

limiting the patroons to four miles on the rivers and eight

inland . Other efforts were made to encourage immigration.

Settlements were extending in all directions , and the prov

ince was rapidly filling with inhabitants. The governor,

however, instead of proving useful in promoting the pros

perity of the colony with the opportunities presented, be

came involved in difficulties with the English settlements

and the neighboring Indian tribes, which finally brought the

colony to the verge of extirpation. By injudicious manage

ment and cruelty to the Indians, they were incited to revenge

and relentless war on the whites. A robbery having been

committed , a tribe of Indians, though innocent, were sus

pected ; and Kieft sent an armed force against them , killing

several of their number and destroying their property . The

Indians retaliated for this unprovoked attack by murdering

some settlers and burning their buildings. The chiefs re

fused to give satisfaction for these outrages, and Kieft re

solved on a war against them . An Indian , whose uncle had

been killed by the whites a number of years before , vowed

revenge, and killed a Dutchman at Manhattan. Kieft sent

a force against his tribe, with orders to exterminate them .

Seeing their danger, they sued for peace . Before the terms

of a treaty had been agreed upon , a warrior, who had been

made drunk and then robbed by the whites, upon recovering

his senses killed two of the Dutch . Just at this time the

river Indians , in a conflict with the Mohawks, were com

pelled to take refuge on the Hudson opposite Manhattan ,

and solicit protection from their enemies; but instead of it

being granted , a party under the sanction of Kieft, and

against the remonstrance of the best citizens, went over to

massacre them . This wicked and inhuman outrage was

perpetrated at midnight , and nearly a hundred of these

helpless and unsuspecting fugitives were murdered, or

driven into the river to perish . A desperate and bloody

war was the result. The neighboring tribes joined to avenge

this outrage. The dwellings of the settlers were burned ,

their fields desolated, and themselves shot by their lurking

foes . Their settlenients were attacked in every direction ,

and terror, despair and death prevailed. Captain John

Underhill , who had gained some notoriety in Indian war
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fare, was appointed to command the forces of the colonists .

He finally succeeded in bringing the Indians to submission .

and in 1645 a treaty of peace was concluded. An earnest

appeal was made for the recall of Kieft , who had been the

cause of this calamitous war. The request was favorably

received , and Peter Stuyvesant, who was appointed to suc

ceed him , took charge of the government May 11th , 1647 .

He had been in the service of the company as director

general of Curacoa. The controversy between the Dutch

and English settlements still continuing, arbitrators were

appointed to adjust their claims. The eastern part of Long

Island was assigned to the English . A line was specified

for the boundary between the Connecticut and New Neth

erland colonies , but it was unsatisfactory to the Dutch .

In 1652 a municipal government was established for Man

hattan , consisting of a revenue agent, to be appointed by

the company, and two burgomasters and five inferior magis

trates, to be elected by the people, and to have jurisdiction

in capital cases . The Swedes since the early part of Kieft's

administration had been enroaching upon the Dutch terri

tory on the Delaware ; and Stuyvesant, by order of the

company, went against them with an armed force , recaptured

the forts, and resumed possession of the territory. While on

this expedition , one of the Indians having been shot by a

settler, the savages appeared at Manhattan in canoes ,

killed the offender, and crossing to the Jersey shore and

Staten Island , began killing other settlers and destroying

their property. Stuyvesant returned and by conciliatory

measures restored peace.

In 1664 Charles II . of England, regardless of the claims

of the Dutch to New Netherlands, granted to his brother ,

Duke of York and Albany, afterward James II . , the whole

country from the Connecticut to the Delaware, including

the entire Dutch possessions. A fleet was sent out by the

duke under Colonel Richard Nichols, to enforce his claim

and take possession of the Dutch settlements. Arriving in

the bay he demanded a surrender, which Stuyvesant at first

indignantly refused ; but because of the unwillingness of the

colonists to fight in his defense and of their insisting upon

capitulation, together with the favorable nature of the terms

offered, he was induced to yield , and on the 3d of September,

1664 , the province was surrendered, and the government of

the colony passed into the hands of the English . The

names New Netherlands and New Amsterdam were changed

to New York, and Fort Orange to Albany . It is supposed

that at this time the province contained about six thousand

inhabitants. Soon after the surrender the Duke conveyed

to Lord Berkley and Sir George Carteret what now con

stitutes the State of New Jersey, over which a separate pro

prietary government was established . In 1682 William

Penn purchased the settlements on the Delaware , which

were annexed to Pennsylvania . Nichols , who became

governor, devoted much time to confirming grants under the

Dutch government by issuing new ones, and thus making a

heavy expense to the land owners. He changed the form

of the municipal government of New York June 12th , 1666 ,

by granting a city charter, placing the executive power in

the hands of a mayor, aldermen and sheriff, all to be ap

pointed by the governor. An invasion from Holland had

been feared , and preparations for defense had incurred an

increase of taxation , of which the colony greatly complained ,

in consequence of which Nichols resigned his office in 1668,

and Colonel Francis Lovelace was appointed to succeed

him . Holland being involved in a war with England, an

opportunity was presented for the Dutch to regain their

lost possessions in America , and for that purpose they sent

out a squadron , which anchored at Staten Island July 30th ,

1673. The fort at New York was in charge of Captain

John Manning, who treacherously surrendered without

making any effort to resist . The city was again in possession

of the Dutch, and Captain Anthony Clove in command of

the province. Manning was afterward tried and convicted

by court -martial of cowardice and treachery, and adjudged

to have his sword broken over his head in front of the city

hall, and to be incapacitated from holding any office.

Under Clove the Dutch claims to the province were re

asserted , and preparations made for a vigorous defense in

case of an attempt on the part of the English for its recap

ture ; but by the provisions of a peace concluded February

9th , 1674, the province reverted to the English. To silence

all controversy respecting his claims, the Duke of York

obtained a new patent from the King to confirm the one

granted in 1664 , and commissioned Major Edmund Andros

as governor. His arbitrary course made his administration

very unpopular. He endeavored to extend his jurisdiction

to the Connecticut river, but his claims were stoutly resisted

by the people of that province, and he finally concluded to

abandon the design . He quarreled with and disputed the

right of Philip Carteret , who administered the government

of East Jersey, arresting and bringing him prisoner to New

York . For this act the proprietors of the New Jersey gov

ernment preferred charges against him , which he was

summoned to England to answer. He returned to continue

his oppressions, but the resistance of the people against him

was so strong that he was recalled , and Thomas Dongan

appointed as his successor, who arrived August 27th, 1683 .

Through the influence of William Penn he was instructed

to organize a popular assembly , and accordingly, soon after

his arrival , issued orders for the choosing of representatives.

This, the first Colonial Assembly of New York , was convened

October 17th , 1683 , and consisted of a council of ten and

seventeen representatives. A charter of liberties was framed,

vesting the supreme legislative power in the governor and

council and the people in general assembly ; conferring the

right of suffrage on the freeholders without restraint ; pro

viding that no freeman should suffer but by judgment of

his peers, and that all trials should be by a jury of twelve

The imposition of any tax without the consent of the

assembly was prohibited . Martial law was not to exist , and

neither soldiers nor seamen were to be quartered on the

inhabitants against their will . The province was divided into

counties, and the representatives were apportioned accord

ing to the population.

CHAPTER IV.

FRENCH AND INDIAN WARS-DISSENSIONS IN THE COLONIAL

GOVERNMENT - EXECUTION OF LEISLER .

T the time Champlain ascended the St. Lawrence,

he found the Algonquins at war with the Iro

quois, and by an alliance of his forces with the

former he enabled them, by the use of fire -arms

(hitherto unknown to them) , to gain a victory

over their enemies. In consequence of this

alliance a bitter hostility was created on the part ofa
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the Iroquois toward the French . The latter, however, were

successful in gaining the confidence and friendship of the

other tribes with whom they came in contact . Through the

influence of their missionaries, the traders were enabled

to establish their posts among them at pleasure, and navigate

the lakes and rivers . Although the artful Jesuit missionaries

had persistently endeavored to win back the friendship of

the Iroquois, they effected but little until New York fell

into the hands of the English . Since their trade and inti

macy with the Dutch they had availed themselves of fire -arms,

renewed their warfare upon the Algonquins with success,

repelled the invasions of the French , and , in turn , attacking

them, swept over their settlements with fire and tomahawk,

carrying consternation in their path even to the gates of

Quebec . In 1666 the French and Adirondacs successfully

invaded the country of the Mohawks, but the year follow

ing a peace was concluded , chiefly through the agency of

the English colonial government , acting in obedience to the

instructions of the Duke of York , to whom the colony had

been granted , and who, in his bigoted and blind attachment

to the Church of Rome, was desirous of securing a peace

between the French and the Iroquois, with a view of handing

the latter over as converts to the church .

Trade, after this peace, was profitably prosecuted by both

the French and English ; but the French, through their

artful Catholic missionaries, were gaining a decided advan

tage. Through the instigation of these wily priests, hostili

ties had been committed on the frontier settlements of

Maryland and Virginia by the Five Nations. To adjust

this difficulty, a council of the chiefs met the governors of

Virginia and New York at Albany , in 1684. At this council

the difficulties with Virginia were amicably settled , and

Governor Dongan succeeded in completely gaining the

friendship of the Five Nations . While these conferences

were in progress, a messenger arrived from De la Barre ,

governor of Canada, complaining of the Senecas for their

hostilities against the Miamis and other western tribes, with

whom the French were allied , whereby their trade was in

terrupted . This message was communicated to the Indian

chiefs , and served to confirm their resolutions of friendship

for the English , and revive their slumbering hatred of the

French. Immediately on the return of the messenger, De

la Barre, meditating the destruction of the Five Nations ,

proceeded with an army of French and Indians to Lake

Ontario. The French Catholics had procured a letter from

the Duke of York to Governor Dongan , instructing him to

lay no obstacle in the way of the invaders ; but Dongan , re

gardless of this command, apprised the Indians of their de

signs and also promised to assist them . Owing to sickness

in his army, De la Barre was unable to encounter his foes,

and found it necessary to conclude his campaign by offering

terms of peace, which were haughtily accepted , and he was

allowed to depart . He was succeeded in the following year

by the Marquis de Denonville, who, with a reinforcement of

troops, was sent over to repair the disgrace of De la Barre.

In 1687, to prevent the interruption of trade with the Miamis,

the country of the Senecas was invaded . The French , through

the agency of their missionary to the Onondagas , enticed the

Iroquois chiefs into their power, under pretense of making a

treaty , and then seized and sent them, with others they had

taken prisoners, to France, where they were consigned to

the galleys . The Seneca country was overrun without

serious resistance, and a fort erected at the mouth of the

Niagara river. A peace was finally proposed through the

interposition of Governor Dongan , who was for compelling

the French to apply to him in the affairs of the Five Nations,

but its conditions were rejected by the French . The Five

Nations, maddened by this refusal and by the outrages com

mitted upon them , flew to arms, and with twelve hundred

warriors descended upon the French settiements with such

terrible vengeance that the terms that had been offered for

peace were accepted, and the whole region south of the

great lakes abandoned by the French .

The Duke of York, on his accession to the throne of England

in 1685 , under the title of James II . , directed Governor

Dongan to encourage the Catholic priests who came to reside

with the Five Nations , ostensibly for advancing the Popish

cause, but really to gain them over to the French interests.

Governor Dongan , although a Catholic , was apprehensive of

the insidious designs of the French, and effectually resisted

this policy, thereby displeasing his bigoted master. James also

instructed Governor Dongan to allow no printing press to

be established in the colony , and discouraged representative

government. Catholics were appointed to fill all the offices,

and Dongan , who, in his endeavors to protect the true

interest of the province by opposing the Catholic mission

aries, became obnoxious to the King, was recalled , and

Francis Nicholson , the deputy of Sir Edmund Andros, who

had been commissioned governor of both New England and

New York , assumed temporary charge of the government in

August, 1688. The revolution in England , resulting in the

abdication of James II . , and the accession of William and

Mary, caused the authority of Nicholson under the dethroned

king to be questioned. On one side it was claimed that the

government in England did not affect affairs in the province,

and that Nicholson's authority was unimpaired till the will

of the new monarch was known ; on the other side, that the

government, extending to the colonies, was overthrown , and

as no one was invested with authority in the provinces, it

reverted to the people, who might appoint a person to ex

ercise control until one had been commissioned by the ruling

power. The advocates of the former of these views were

mostly the wealthy and aristocratic, while the mass of the

people favored the latter. The government was vested in a

committee of safety, who took possession of the fort at New

York, and entrusted the exercise of authority to Jacob

Leisler, the popular leader, Nicholson in the meantime

having returned to England . Leisler sent a statement of

what had been done to King William , and dispatched Mil

borne , his son -in - law, to Albany with an armed force, to

secure the recognition of his authority , sanction to which

had been refused . A letter from the English ministry ar

rived , directed to Francis Nicholson , or in his absence to

such person as for the time being might be in charge of the

government , directing him to take chief command of the

province , and to call to his aid such as he deemed proper.

Leisler, considering it addressed to himself, assumed com

mand, and appointed a council of advisers. The revo

lution in England which placed William and Mary upon

the throne was followed by a war between England and

France, and the colonies were of course involved in the

conflict. Count Frontenac, who had succeeded Denonville

as governor of Canada, made an effort to detach the Five

Nations from the English interest . He sent a secret expe
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dition against Schenectady, which attacked that city, near

midnight , on the 8th of February, 1690, and a frightful

massacre of the inhabitants ensued . The peril of Albany

from such deadly attacks induced its inhabitants to submit

to the authority of Leisler. Expeditions were fitted out

against the French and Indians, and a fleet sent out for the

reduction of Quebec, but all proved unsuccessful . In March,

1691 , Henry Sloughter arrived as governor, having been

commissioned by the King in 1689. His coming was heralded

by Richard Ingoldsby, who , without proper credentials, de

manded the surrender of the fort at New York . This Leisler

very properly refused , but consented to defer to Sloughter

when he should arrive . Sloughter on his arrival sent In

goldsby with verbal directions for the surrender of the fort ,

but Leisler still refused , and asked for an interview with the

governor. The next day he complied , but this imprudent

hesitation was seized upon by his enemies, who arrested

him and his son - in -law on the charge of treason . They were

tried by a special committee and condemned to suffer death

Governor Sloughter hesitated to execute this sentence, but

their enemies , anxious for their execution, and failing in all

attempts to procure his signature , availed themselves of his

known intemperate habits, invited him to a banquet, persuad

ed him to sign the death warrant while intoxicated , and before

he recovered from his debauch the prisoner was executed .

During the agitations attending this foul judicial murder,

the Indians, from neglect , became dissatisfied toward the

English , insomuch that they sent an embassy of peace to

Count Frontenac ; to counteract this a council with the

Five Nations was held at Albany, and the covenant chain

renewed . In order to maintain this advantage, Major

Schuyler, in whom the Five Nations had great confidence,

led them in an invasion of Canada, and signally defeated

the French . The intemperate habits of Sloughter brought

on a severe illness , from which he died on the 23d of July,

1691 , thus ending a weak and turbulent administration .

Upon the death of Sloughter the chief command was com

mitted to Richard Ingoldsby, to the exclusion of Joseph

Dudley, who, but for his absence, would have had the right

to preside, and upon whom the government devolved ; and

as Dudley , upon his return , did not contest the authority of

Ingoldsby, the latter governed until the arrival of Benjamin

Fletcher, with a commission as governor, in August, 1692 .

He was a man of small ability and violent temper, active

and avaricious, but prudently took Major Schuyler into his

counsel , and was guided by his opinions in Indian affairs .

His administration was so successful the first year that he

received large supplies from the Assembly. The unamiable

traits of his character were soon exhibited , however, and

during most of his administration he was engaged in con

troversies with the Assembly , principally in regard to appro

priations for his expenses, for which he made extravagant

demands . He was bigotedly attached to the Episcopal

form of church government, and encouraged English

churches and schools in place of Dutch . He procured an

act from the Assembly, the provisions of which , though

admitting of a more liberal construction, he interpreted as a

recognition of the Episcopal instead of the Dutch church ,

and under this act Trinity Church was organized . A print

ing press was established in New York city in 1693 , by

William Bradford , who was employed by the city to print

the corporation laws .

N 1693 Count Frontenac set out from Montreal

with an army of French and Indians, and

invaded the Mohawk country , capturing their

castles, killing some of the tribe, and taking

about three hundred prisoners . Schuyler, with

the militia of Albany, hastened to the assistance of

the Mohawks, and pursued the enemy in their retreat,

retaking about fifty prisoners. In 1696 Count Frontenac

made another effort for the subjugation of the Five Nations .

With an army of regular troops and Indians under his

command he ascended the St. Lawrence to Cadaraqui, now

Kingston ; then , crossing to Oswego, made a descent upon

the Onondagas , who, apprised of his coming, set fire to and

deserted their principal towns. On retracing his march he

found his progress obstructed by the Onondagas , and

incursions into Canada by the Five Nations were again

renewed . In the following year the war between France

and England was terminated by the peace of Ryswick, and

these barbarous hostilities ceased .

During the late war piracy had prevailed , and was believed

to be encouraged by the governments, for the annoyance of

the commerce of their respective enemies. Merchant ves

sels were destroyed within sight of the harbor of New York,

the commercial depot of the pirates, some of whom had

sailed from there, having a good understanding with

Fletcher and other officers. The extinction of piracy was

loudly demanded, and the English government found it

necessary to resort to vigorous measures for this end ; and

consequently, in 1695 Fletcher was recalled , and Richard,

Earl of Bellomont, appointed in his place , with instructions

for the suppression of this evil . The Earl of Bellomont,

whose commission included the governments of Massachu

setts and New Hampshire as well as New York, did not

arrive until May, 1698. Before leaving England, an armed

vessel was fitted out by Bellomont and others, and placed

under the command of Captain William Kidd, who sailed

from England in 1696 , and after cruising for a while turned

pirate himself, and became the most bold and daring of the

ocean marauders . He returned to New York with his

booty and concealed portions of it on Long Island . He was

subsequently arrested in Boston, by order of the governor,

on a charge of piracy, sent to England for trial , and there

convicted and executed . Bellomont favored the Democratic

or Leislerian party, and the new Assembly in 1699 being also

Democratic, an act was passed by which the families of Leis

ler and Milborne were reinstated in their possessions. Bello

mont died in 1701,and John Nanfan, the lieutenant-governor,

upon whom the government devolved , succeeded him until

the arrival , in 1702 , of Lord Cornbury, who was appointed

by King William as a reward for his desertion of James II . ,

in whose army he had been an officer. His administration

was chiefly distinguished for its intolerance, and he received

the unenviable distinction of being the worst governor under

the English regime. With savage bigotry he sought to

establish the Church of England by imprisoning dissenting
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clergymen , and prohibiting them from exercising their

functions without his special license, and he even robbed

one clergyman of his house and glebe. With insatiable

rapacity he plundered the public treasury, and opposed

every measure of the people for the security of their rights .

Destitute of gratitude, licentious and base , he completed the

universal contempt in which he was held by appearing in

public dressed in women's clothes . As he had become an

object of abhorrence, the Queen, through the pressure of

popular sentiment , felt compelled to revoke his commission .

As soon as he was deposed he was thrown into prison by

his creditors, where he remained until the death of his

father, when he became Earl of Clarendon . Upon the

death of King William his commission was renewed by the

Queen , who at the same time gave him the chief command

of New Jersey , the government of which the proprietor had

surrendered into her hands. He was succeeded December

18th , 1708, by Lord Lovelace, who died on the 5th of May

following, leaving the government in the hands of Lieutenant

Governor Ingoldsby, whose administration is only remarkable

for an unsuccessful expedition, under Colonel Nicholson ,

for the reduction of Canada. This failure was chiefly

due to the mismanagement of Ingoldsby, who was conse

quently removed April 10th , 1710, and Gerardus Beekman,

the oldest member of the council, exercised the acthority of

governor till June 14th , when Robert Hunter arrived with a

commission as governor. This year Colonel Schuyler went

to England to urge the importance of subduing Canada,

taking with him the chiefs of the Five Nations, who were

highly gratified with their voyage and reception .

The ensuing year another expedition for the reduction

of Canada was undertaken . Four thousand troops were

raised in the colonies under Colonel Nicholson , to join

an English fleet and land force before Quebec. Arriving

in the St. Lawrence, many of the ships were wrecked , and

about a thousand soldiers lost, which put an end to the

campaign. Nicholson , who had proceeded as far as Lake.

George, on hearing this news returned , and the expedition

proved an entire failure. It had entailed a heavy debt upon

the province, in consequence of which the governor's in

fluence was somewhat impaired , he having entered into it

with much zeal . His request for a permanent appropriation

for the government was refused by the Assembly, which

brought him into several unhappy contests with that body.

In March , 1713 , the war between England and France

terminated by the treaty of Utrecht, in which the English

supremacy over the Five Nations was conceded by the

French, and an end put to the inflicton of Indian hostilities .

The Five Nations being relieved from hostilities with the

French, engaged in conflict with the Indians at the south .

The Tuscaroras, a tribe kindred to the Iroquois, residing in

North Carolina, having been greatly reduced by a war with

the whites, and being unable to resist their encroachment,

removed to the north and joined the confederacy. They

settled near Lake Oneida, among the Five Nations, and the

confederates were thenceforward called the Six Nations.

Hunter remained at the head of the government until 1719,

when, his health failing, he returned to England. His

intercourse with the Assembly was agreeable during the

latter part of his administration, and his attachment to the

interest of the colony made his departure regretted.

The government devolved upon Peter Schuyler, the oldest

member of the council , who successfully administered affairs

until the arrival of William Burnet, September 17th , 1720.

A trading post was commenced at Oswego in 1722 , by

Governor Burnet, in order to engross the trade of the Six

Nations, and with the farther design of following it up on

the lakes to the westward , to obtain the trade of the more

remote tribes . A congress of several colonies was held at

Albany to meet the Six Nations, whereby the chain of

friendship was strengthened , and trade with remote tribes

promoted. The establishment of this post at Oswego was

highly displeasing to the French , and in order to intercept

the trade from the upper lakes they obtained consent of the

Iroquois, through the influence of the Jesuits, to rebuild

their trading- house and fort at Niagara, and also decided to

erect a chain of military posts to the Ohio river, so as to cut

off and confine the English trade. Though not without

opposition, they succeeded in erecting their fort at Niagara.

Although some of the members of the Six Nations were

opposed to this invasion by the French, it succeeded through

the disaffection of a party of merchants and others interested

in the French trading policy , who, since the peace of

Utrecht, had carried on a good trade with Montreal , through

the aid of Indian carriers, and were opposed to the governor's

policy . The Assembly was also strongly tinctured with the

spirit of opposition , and refused a renewal of supplies

except for short periods. This body was dissolved in 1727 ,

but the next was quite as stubborn, and it was likewise

dissolved , and the governor could only erect a small military

defense for the post at Oswego, which, to his credit and the

the colony's shame, was at his own expense. On the

accession of George II . , Burnet was , through the efforts of

his enemies, transferred to the government of Massachusetts,

and John Montgomery appointed to succeed him . He

entered upon his duties April 15th , 1728. His short ad-.

ministration is not distinguished for any important event.

In 1729 the King, against the wishes of the best citizens of

the colony, repealed the act prohibiting the trade in Indian

goods between Albany and Montreal . A line was surveyed

and agreed upon between Connecticut and New York in

1731 . The establishment of this partition gave to New

York a tract of land formerly on the Connecticut side,

called from its figure the “ Oblong," as an equivalent for

lands near the sound , surrendered to Connecticut.

Montgomery died July 1st, 1731 , and was succeeded by

Rip Van Dam, whose administration was unfortunately

signalized by the erection of a fort at Crown Point by the

French , without resistance from the acting governor. The

arrival of Colonel William Cosby, August 1st, 1732 , finished

his administration , and began one rendered memorable for

its arbitrary proceedings and tumult, rather than for striking

or important events. Among the first of Cosby's acts was a

demand that Rip Van Dam, his predecessor , should divide

equally with him the emoluments of the office before his

Van Dam assented , on the condition that Cosby

should reciprocate by an equal division of the perquisites

received by him from the colonies since his appointment

and before coming to this country. This demand on the

part of Van Dam was sustained by the people generally,

but Cosby, despotic and avaricious, refused, and commenced

a suit against Van Dam for half of his salary. As the

governor by virtue of his office was chancellor, and two of

the judges his personal friends, the counsel for defense took
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exception against the jurisdiction of the court. The ex

ception was overruled by the judges in the interest of Cosby ,

even against the opinion of Chief Justice Morris, who was

immediately removed from his office and Colonel Cosby's

claim ordered paid. The indignation of the people at such

arbitrary proceedings found vent in squibs and ballads,

aimed at the aristocracy, and placing some of the members

of the legislature in a ludicrous position . The New York

Weekly Journal, edited by John P. Zenger, in defending

Van Dam, published some severe criticisms on the govern

ment, arraigning the officials for assunied arbitrary power

and perverting their official stations to purposes of private

emolument. These papers were ordered to be burnt by the

common hangman , and Zenger was arrested and imprisoned

on a criminal charge for publishing a seditious libel against

the government. When the trial came on , the publication

was admitted, and proof offered for its justification, which

were objected to by the attorney-general , on the ground

that in a criminal proceeding for the publication of libelous

matter, the truth of the facts alleged was not proper to be

admitted in evidence, and he was sustained by the court,

Andrew Hamilton, the counsel for the defense, resisted this

decision of the court, and insisted that the jury was the

judges of both the facts and the law, and it was for them to

interpose between arbitrary violations of law and justice and

their intended victim . The jury, after a short deliberation,

gave a unanimous verdict of acquittal. Cosby , although

repulsed by this verdict, persistently continued to make

himself odious to the people by other arbitrary measures.

A few days before his death he convened his council in his

bed-chamber, and suspended Van Dam, the senior member

thereof, upon whom the government would have devolved

upon his decease . He died March 1oth , 1736. The council

convened immediately after his death , and George Clark ,

next senior counsellor, was declared president, and assumed

the authority of governor. The suspension of Van Dam

was declared illegal by a powerful party in his favor, and

a struggle ensued between him and Clark for the office,

both exercising authority until October 30th , when Clarke

received a commission from England to act as lieutenant

governor. He sought to conciliate those hostile to him , and

to keep in favor with the aristocratic party at the same time,

he dissolved the Assembly that had continued in existence

for many years, and a new one was elected , which , to his

chagrin and regret, was in sympathy with the popular party,

and at its session could not be prevailed upon to grant a

revenue for a longer period than one year, establishing a

precedent that subsequent Assemblies did not depart from .

general panic ensued , in which reason and common sense

were scarcely entertained . Rewards were offered for the

arrest and conviction of the offenders, and a full pardon

tendered to any of their number who would reveal their

knowledge of the conspiracy. A weak negro girl, named

Mary Burton , a servant in a low boarding house, after much

importunity and full promise of pardon , implicated several

negroes , by confessing to have heard them talking privately

about burning the city . They were arrested and executed

on this slender testimony. Others, among them several

whites , were implicated by her, and suffered the same fate .

Other informers appeared , arrests became numerous, and the

popular fury and delusion did not subside until Mary Burton ,

the chief informer, after frequent examinations, began to

touch characters above suspicion and known to be innocent.

Then, as reason began to return , the delusion passed away,

but not until one hundred and fifty -four negroes and twenty

four whites had been committed to prison, and nearly forty

of these unfortunates executed . In the commencement of

his administration Clarke had succeeded in conciliating both

parties to a considerable extent, but managed before its

close to lose the confidence of both , insomuch that his re

tirement, on the arrival of his successor, Admiral George

Clinton , September 23d , 1743 , was but little regretted .

Favorable accounts of Clinton's talent and liberality had

been proclaimed, and he was received with demonstrations

of universal satisfaction . The election of a new Assembly

was ordered , and a spirit of harmony so far prevailed that

he concurred in all its measures.

In March , 1744, war was declared between England and

France, and measures were taken for the conquest of Canada.

The colonies of New York and New England united in an

expedition , to co -operate with a fleet under Commodore

Warren , for an attack on the French fortress at Louisburg,

on Cape Breton Island , which capitulated in June, 1745 .

The country north of Albany was seriously molested by

attacks from the Indians and French . The fort at Crown

Point with a force sufficient to enable its commander to

send out detachments to destroy the English settlements.

The settlement at Saratoga was burned , and nearly all the

inhabitants either killed or taken prisoners.
This was

followed by an attack on the village of Hoosick . The fort

at that place was commanded by Colonel Hawks, who was

compelled to surrender, thus leaving the settlements, all the

way to Albany, open to the enemy ; but measures were

speedily adopted for putting the frontier in a state of de

fense. In 1746 an expedition against Canada was resolved

upon by the English government . The colonies, with the

promise of assistance from England, entered into the design

with much zeal . New York raised sixteen hundred men for

the forces directed upon Crown Point and Montreal .

England failed to furnish the promised assistance, and the

expedition proved unsuccessful. Peace was concluded at

Aix la Chapelle in 1748. Hostilities ceased, and the colony

enjoyed a short period of tranquility . The harmony between

the Assembly and the governor did not long continue, for,

in 1745 , an open disagreement occurred , and almost constant

bickerings followed . In 1748 Clinton sent a message to the

Assembly, demanding an appropriation for the support of

the government for five years. The Assembly , justly re

garding it as a direct attempt to render the crown independ

ent of the people , indignantly refused ; and after a few

CHAPTER VI.

THF ALLEGED PLOT TO BURN NEW YORK-FRENCH AND

THE CONTEST FOR THE OHIOINDIAN HOSTILITIES

VALLEY.

N 1741 , several fires having occurred in New

York, suspicions were awakened that a con

spiracy had been formed for the destruction of

the city. It was not long before it was charged

upon the negro slaves, who at that time con

stituted about one- fifth of the population . Universal

consternation seized upon the inhabitants, and a
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delegates from the colonies of New York, Massachusetts,

New Hampshire , Connecticut , Pennsylvania and Maryland,

was held at Albany in June, 1754. The chiefs of the Six

Nations were in attendance , and the proceedings were opened

by a speech to the Indians from Governor De Lancey, who

had been chosen president of the conventio... A treaty

with the Six Nations was renewed , and they departed ,

apparently satisfied. While this treaty was being negotiated ,

at the suggestion of the Massachusetts delegates, a plan for

the union of the colonies was taken into consideration . The

suggestion was favorably received , and a committee, consist .

ing of one member from each colony, was appointed to

draft plans for this purpose . The fertile mind of Benjamin

Franklin had conceived the necessity of union , and before

leaving home he had prepared a plan , which was adopted .

It was similar in many of its features to our Federal Con

stitution , framed many years afterward . The provincial

assemblies, considering it too much of an encroachment on

their liberties , rejected it , and it was rejected by the English

government because it gave too much power to the people .

CHAPTER VII .

THE RESULT OF FOUR ENGLISH EXPEDITIONS AGAINST THE

FRENCH - MONTCALM'S SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGNS.

weeks' contention , the governor prorogued that body, and

by successive prorogations prevented it from sitting for

nearly two years, until the affairs of the colony were in an

alarming condition for want of funds. His reiterated de

mands for a permanent revenue met with persistent refusal .

Opposed and embarrassed by political factions, he tendered

his resignation , after an administration of ten years, and was

succeeded October 10th , 1753 by Sir Danvers Osborne . The

new governor immediately informed the council that his in

structions were to maintain the royal prerogative and demand

a permanent support for the government . He was told by

the members present that the Assembly would never submit

to the demand, and appeared greatly depressed , the loss of

his wife a short time before having already thrown him into

a melancholy state of mind , bordering on insanity . Knowing

the difficulties that his predecessor had experienced , and

being charged with instructions still more stringent, he saw

in the tempest before him a prospect which so worked upon

his morbid mind that the next morning he was found dead ,

having hung himself at his lodgings . On his death , James

de Lancey, by virtue of his commission as lieutenant-govern

or, assumed the administration of the government . He had

formerly been a leader in the aristocratic party, but recently

had opposed the demands of the crown , and consequently

had become highly popular , Striving to retain his popularity

by favoring the representatives in measures advantageous

to the colony, while holding his office at the will of the

English government, and being compelled by the instructions

of his predecessor to convince the ministry that he was

zealous to promote the interest of the crown , his task was

peculiarly difficult; but it was performed with a shrewdness

and skill creditable to his ability as a statesman .

By the treaty of Aix la Chapelle, the boundary between

the French and English colonies was left as indefinite as

before, and consequently those lands which both claimed

the right to possess were still in dispute. The French had

established their trading posts, missionary stations and

fortifications from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico, and were

vigorously pursuing their designs for the extension of their

power and dominions. The English Ohio Company, formed

for settlement and trade with the Indians, obtained , in 1749,

a grant from the British government of an extensive tract of

land on the Ohio river.

When the Assembly met in the spring of 1754, Governor

De Lancey, in his message to that body, called their atten

tion to the recent encroachments of the French , and to a

request by Virginia for aid from the colony of New York .

The Assembly voted only a thousand pounds for aid , and to

bear its share in erecting forts along the frontier.

By victories in western Pennsylvania in 1754 the French

were left in undisputed possession of the entire region west

of the Alleghanies. The necessity of concerted action on

the part of the English colonies to resist their aggressions

had now become obvious, but unworthy sectional feelings

often prevented harmony of action for a general defense.

The Six Nations were also becoming alienated from the

English by the influence of French emissaries . The English

ministry, aware of this critical state of affairs, had advised a

convention of delegates from all the colonial assemblies , to

secure the continued friendship and alliance of the Six

Nations, and to unite their efforts in the common defense.

In accordance with this recommendation, a convention of

HOUGH England and France were nominally at

peace, the frontier was desolated by savage

hordes let loose upon the settlements by the

French . While the English ministry were hes

itating, the Duke of Cumberland, who at that

time was captain -general of the armies of Great

Britain , sent over, early in 1755 , General Braddock,

with a detachment from the army in Ireland . Braddock ,

soon after his arrival, met the colonial governors in a

conference at Alexandria, to devise measures for repelling

the encroachments of the French . Four separate expeditions

were there resolved upon : the first against Nova Scotia ;

the second, under Braddock himself , for the recovery of

the Ohio valiey ; the third against Fort Niagara, and the

fourth against Crown Point , on Lake Champlain. The first

resulted in the complete reduction of Nova Scotia . The

second and most important, under Braddock, from which

much had been expected , was, through the folly of that

officer, disastrous in the extreme. Washington had repeat

edly urged the necessity of sending scouts in advance, but

Braddock, obstinate and imperious , would listen to no

warnings of danger from Indian ambuscades. When within

a few miles of Fort Duquesn ?, the army was surprised by

the lurking foe, and only saved from total destruction by the

bravery of Washington, who, upon the fall of Braddock,

assumed command, and conducted a retreat, but not until

more than half the force had been sacrificed. The expedition

against Fort Niagara, under General Shirley, governor of

Massachusetts, was also unsuccessful . His troops hearing

of Braddock's defeat, soon after leaving Albany , were so

disheartened that many of them deserted . At Oswego he
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was detained by having to wait for the completion of boats.

When these were complete he was further detained by

heavy storms and other casualties, until the lateness of the

season rendered it imprudent to proceed . Leaving a

garrison at Oswego, under Colonel Mercer, he led the

residue of his army to Albany, and returned to Massa

chusetts.

The expedition against Crown Point was entrusted to

General Johnson . The greater part of the troops were sent

forward under General Lyman , of Connecticut, to the head

of boat navigation on the Hudson , which , being the nearest

point on the river to Lake Champlain, was called the

carrying place, where they erected a fortification , which was

afterward called Fort Edward. Here they were joined late

in August by Johnson , who, advancing with the main body

of the army to the head of Lake George, established a camp,

and began to make some arrangements for an attack on

Crown Point, but apparently was in no hurry to prosecute

the enterprise . Meanwhile Dieskau, the French commander,

was approaching by way of Lake Champlain , with the

intention of surprising Fort Edward, cutting off Johnson's

retreat , and capturing his army; but being misled by his

guides, he found himself on the way to Johnson's camp on

Lake George Abandoning his first intention of attacking

Fort Edward, he continued his advance on Lake George .

Johnson , learning that the French were advancing to the

Hudson, sent out Colonel Williams with a thousand

troops, and Sachem Hendrick with two hundred Indians ,

to intercept them and aid Fort Edward . They had advanced

only a few miles when they fell into an ambuscade, in which

both Williams and Hendrick were slain , and the force

hurriedly retreated, closely pursued by the enemy until they

reached the camp, when the Canadian militia and Indians,

who were in the advance, perceiving the artillery they

would have to confront , skulked into the surrounding woods,

and left the regulars to begin the attack , thereby giving the

English time to recover from the confusion into which they

had been thrown, and undoubtedly saving them from defeat .

A severe struggle ensued, in which the French at length

began to give way, upon observing which the English leaped

over their breastworks and dispersed them in all directions .

The French leader, Dieskau , was severely wounded and

taken prisoner . Johnson was wounded in the commence

ment of the action and retired from the field, and the whole

battle was directed by General Lyman, who proposed and

urged a vigorous continuation of efforts by following up the

routed enemy; preventing their escape down Lake Champlain ,

and attacking Ticonderoga and Crown Point ; but Johnson,

through fear or some other cause, not easily explained ,

withheld his consent , and allowed the French to intrench

themselves at Ticonderoga, while he spent the residue of

the autumn erecting Fort William Henry, on the site of his

camp. On the approach of winter he garrisoned it , disbanded

the remainder of his army and returned to Albany.

On the 3d of September, 1755 , Sir Charles Hardy arrived

in New York as governor . He was an admiral, and un

acquainted with civil affairs. Being conscious of his de

ficiencies in executive ability, he soon surrendered all but

nominal duties into the hands of De Lancey, and in 1757

resigned the government and returned to his former profes

sion , and De Lancey again became governor. At a meeting

of the provincial governors, held at Albany in December,

the plan discussed for the campaign of 1756 consisted of

movements against Fort Niagara with six thousand men ,

Fort Duquesne with three thousand, Crown Point with ten

thousand, and two thousand were to advance on the French

settlements on the Chaudiere, and onward to Quebec. At

this time ( 1756 ) the population of the province of New York

was 96,775 . In March , De Levy, with three thousand French

troops from Montreal , penetrated the forests to the Oneida

portage , took and destroyed the fort at that point and

returned to Canada with the garrison as prisoners. Although

active hostilities had been carried on for two years in the

colonies, the English ministry did not arouse from their

imbecility enough to issue a formal declaration of war against

France until the 17th of May, 1756. Lord Loudoun was

appointed commander- in -chief and governor of Virginia ,

and General Abercrombie was placed second in command.

General Winslow , who had been intrusted with the expedition

against Crown Point , finding that he had not sufficient

force for the undertaking, waited for reinforcements from

England . Late in June Abercrombie arrived with troops,

but at the same time blighted any hopes that might have

arisen regarding a vigorous prosecution of the war, by

showing his contempt for the provincials in announcing

that the regular officers were to be over those of the same

rank in the provincial service . On this announcement all

harmony for a united effort was dispelled . The men began

to desert , and some of the officers declared they should

throw up their commissions if the obnoxious rule was

enforced . This difficulty was finally adjusted by an agree

ment that the regulars should remain to do garrison duty,

while the provincials should advance under their own officers

against the enemy. Then, instead of making any effort for the

relief of Oswego, which was in danger, Abercrombie ordered

his troops to be quartered on the citizens of Albany.

De Villiers had encamped with 800 Frenchmen at the

mouth of Sandy creek , on Lake Ontario, whence he could

send out detachments to infest the water passes leading to

the Oswego fort and intercept supplies or reinforcements on

the way thither. Colonel Bradstreet , however, succeeded

in throwing some provisions into the fort . On his return he

fell in with a party of De Villiers's men in ambush, and

gained a decisive victory over them . Hearing that a large

force was already on its way to attack Oswego, he hastened

to Albany and informed Abercrombie of the contemplated

attack and the necessity of immediate reinforcements. But

it was all in vain , as the general could not be induced to

move before the arrival of Lord Loudoun . It was nearly

August before Loudoun made his appearance , and affairs

were not improved by this event. Instead of making an

immediate effort to avert the threatened blow at Oswego, he

began slowly to make preparations for a descent on Ticon

deroga and Crown Point. Reinforcements were sent to

forts Edward and William Henry. This procrastination

proved fatal , for the opportunity of relieving Oswego was

now lost . The Marquis de Montcalm, successor of Dieskau ,

had cut off communication with Albany, and on the 12th of

August opened his artillery on Fort Ontario, nearly opposite

Oswego . The fire was returned by the garrison till their

ammunition was exhausted , when , spiking their guns, they

retreated across the river to Fort Oswego. Montcalm

immediately occupied the deserted fort and turned such

guns as were yet serviceable against Fort Oswego. Colonel

oder
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of war .

assistance abandoned, and under these discouraging circum

stances he was forced to capitulate on the gth of August,

and the sixth day of the siege. By the terms of surrender

the garrison was allowed to leave the fort with all the honors

of war, and furnished with an escort to Fort Edward. On

the next morning, when they began their march, the Indians,

who had spent the night in debauch, began an indiscriminate

massacre and robbery of the English troops . Despite the

efforts of Montcalm, many of the disarmed and defenseless

soldiers were slain , and only a thousand reached Fort

Edward . Fort William Henry was demolished . General

Webb, paralyzed with terror, prepared to retreat, although

reinforced until his army was more than double that of the

enemy.

CHAPTER VIII .

EXTINCTION OF FRENCH POWER IN AMERICA-- THE NEW

YORK JUDICIARY—THE NEW HAMPSHIRE GRANTS.
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Mercer was killed , and a formidable breach effected in the

walls . Montcalm was making preparations for storming the

intrenchments when, seeing that the defense was no longer

practicable, the garrison surrendered themselves prisoners

By this affair sixteen hundred men , one hundred

cannon , a large quantity of provisions and stores , and the

vessels in the harbor, all fell into the hands of the victors,

and were safely conveyed to Montreal . Montcalm demol

ished the forts, much to the satisfaction of the Six Nations,

who afterward sent a delegation from each castle to make

peace with the governor of Canada. The French sent their

emissaries among them , who now succeeded in seducing

them from the English interests.

The fall of Oswego did not awaken the energies of Lord

Loudoun-if it can be said that he possessed any — but on

the contrary he abandoned all offensive operations that had

been contemplated , and contented himself with doing

nothing. Having wasted the season in shameful idleness ,

he on his arrival in the city of New York billeted a part

of his force for free winter quarters on the citizens,regardless

of the remonstrance of the authorities against this invasion

of their rights . Overawed by his profane threats , the colo

nists found themselves obliged to support the British soldiers,

who had done nothing in their behalf. In June of the

following year he made an ineffectual effort to capture

Louisburg. Before leaving New York he rendered himself

still more detestable to the colonists by laying an embargo

upon the seaports from Massachusetts to Virginia, and

impressing four hundred men from the city of New York

alone . He went to Halifax, where he was largely reinforced ,

but instead of making any advance upon Louisburg con

tented himself with drilling his troops in mock battles , till the

complaints of his inactivity became so numerous that he

finally gave orders to embark for that place . Almost as

soon as the orders were given , receiving intelligence that

Louisburg had been reinforced , and that the French fleet

contained one more vessel than his, he countermanded his

orders and came back to New York, having accomplished

nothing

While Loudoun was thus trifling, Montcalm, watchful of

his movements, proceeded with a large force of French and

Indians against Fort William Henry, then in command of

Colonel Monroe with about twenty- two hundred men .

General Webb, the English commander in that quarter, was

at Fort Edward with a force of four thousand men. Mont

calm landed with his men and artillery at a point about two

miles from Fort William Henry, where he was entirely

sheltered from its guns ; beleagured its garrison , and sent a

summons to Monroe to surrender, which he defiantly dis

regarded, confident of being relieved by Webb. The French

then opened fire on the fort , which was spiritedly returned

by the garrison . Expresses were sent to Webb imploring

aid, but that coward remained inactive, terrified at the

distant roar of artillery. Finally , after repeated solicitations,

he allowed Generals Johnson and Putnam, with his rangers,

to march to the aid of Monroe ; but they had proceeded

only a few miles when he recalled them, and sent a letter to

Monroe, advising him to surrender. This letter was inter

cepted by Montcalm, who forwarded it to Monroe, requesting

him to follow Webb's advice and save further loss of life .

Still the intrepid colonel held out, until his ammunition was

nearly exhausted , part of his guns disabled , and all hopes of

Yay

Y these repeated failures the spirit of the English

ministry in meeting the exigencies of the occasion

was aroused, and William Pitt , a very able

statesman , was intrusted with the management

of affairs. His accession gave a new impulse to

the national energies, and the campaign for 1758

opened under more favorable auspices. Three

formidable expeditions were projected for this year, against

Louisburg, Ticonderoga and Fort Duquesne, respectively.

Admiral Boscawen, with twenty ships of the line and fifteen

frigates, together with twelve thousand men under General

Amherst, arrived before Louisburg on the 3d day of June,

and entered vigorously upon the siege of that fortress, and

on the 26th of July the French commander, finding farther

opposition useless, surrendered at discretion . The army

destined for the reduction of Ticonderoga and Crown Point,

under General Abercrombie, consisting of nine thousand

provincials and seven thousand regulars with a fine train of

artillery, assembled at the head of Lake George, where it

embarked on the 5th of July for the fortress of Ticonderoga,

which was held by Montcalm with about four thousand men .

The troops landed the next day and began their march,

necessarily leaving their artillery behind until the bridges,

which had been destroyed by the enemy, could be rebuilt .

It was the purpose of Abercrombie to hasten forward and

carry Ticonderoga by storm , before reinforcements which

were expected could arrive . The advance party fell in with

a body of the enemy, and Lord Howe, the second in com

mand and the soul of the expedition , was killed . The loss

of Howe was severely felt, and the incompetent Abercrom

bie, uncertain what course to pursue, fell back to the

landing place. Colonel Bradstreet advanced , rebuilt the

bridges and took possession of some saw- mills destroyed by

the enemy about two miles from Ticonderoga, to which

place Abercrombie advanced with his army, and sent forward

an engineer with a party of rangers to reconnoitre . They

reported that the works could be easily taken . Stark, who

led the rangers, thought differently, and so advised Aber

>
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crombie ; but he rejected his advice and ordered an attack

without artillery, which , after a desperate struggle, was

repulsed with the loss of nearly two thousand men . With

the great force still at his command Abercrombie, instead

of bringing up his artillery to bombard the French works,

sounded a retreat , and , unpursued by the enemy, returned

to the head of Lake George and sent his artillery and stores

to Albany .

Colonel Bradstreet, anxious to do something to retrieve

the disgrace of this shameful retreat , asked to lead an expe

dition against Fort Frontenac, which , with the entire fleet

on Lake Ontario, surrendered on the 26th of August .

The expedition against Fort Duquesne succeeded through

the energy of George Washington. On his approach the

French set fire to the fort and fled . On the 25th Washington

took possession of the ruins, and changed the name from

Duquesne to Pittsburg.

Although Louisburg and Fort Duquesne had been re

taken , still there could be no security for the frontier so

long as Fort Niagara and the posts on Lake Champlain

were held by the French, nor even while Canada remained

unsubjugated . Accordingly, adequate preparations were

made for the campaign of 1759. Abercrombie was super

seded in the command of the expedition against Ticonderoga

and Crown Point by General Amherst. General Wolfe was

directed to ascend the St. Lawrence to Quebec, and General

Prideaux was to take Fort Niagara and proceed to Montreal .

He was joined by General Johnson at Oswego, from which

point he sailed for Fort Niagara, leaving Haldimand with a

force at Oswego. The latter was soon after attacked by a

body of French and Indians, but succeeded in repulsing

them. On the 7th of July Prideaux appeared before Niagara,

but soon after the siege began he was killed by the premature

bursting of a shell. Johnson succeeded to the command,

and the siege continued without cessation . On the 24th a

force of nearly three thousand French and Indian troops

made an effort to raise the siege . A sharp conflict ensued,

in which the relieving force was defeated , and the next day

the garrison surrendered .

General Amherst , with a force of nearly twelve thousand

men, arrived at Ticonderoga on the 22nd of July, and in

four days thereafter the garrison abandoned the post and

withdrew to Crown Point, which also was abandoned on the

approach of Amherst .

The strength of Quebec was well known, and General

Wolfe left Louisburg under convoy of a large fleet with

eight thousand regulars to capture it . A fierce battle oc

curred before the city, which was held by the Marquis

de Montcalm . Both Wolfe and Montcalm were slain ; the

French army was defeated , and on the 18th of September,

five days after, Quebec was surrendered to the English .

General Amherst appeared before Montreal on the 6th of

September, 1760. De Vaudreuil , the Canadian governor

general , despairing of a successful defense, capitulated on the

As the result of this campaign , Canada, with all her

dependencies, fell into the hands of the English , and hos

tilities between the colonies of the two nationalities ceased.

Peace, however, was not concluded between England and

France until February 1oth , 1763 , when France ceded to

England all her possessions in Canada.

On the 30th of July , 1760 , Governor De Lancey suddenly

died, and Cadwallader Colden took charge of the govern

ment, being president of the council . In August, 1761 , he

received his commission as lieutenant-governor. The death

of De Lancey left the seat of chief-justice vacant, and the

remaining judges, having doubted their ability to issue

processes since the death of King George II . , under whom

they had held their old commissions , urged Colden to

appoint a successor. Colden requested the Colonial Secre

tary of State to nominate a chief -justice, and he not only

nominated but appointed Benjamin Pratt, a lawyer from

Boston , to hold the position at the pleasure of the King,

instead of during good behavior, as formerly. The people,

regarding this as an encroachment on their rights and liberties,

vigorously protested , and the remaining judges even refused

to act longer unless they could hold their commissions

during good behavior. When the Assembly met, Colden

requested that the salary of the chief-justice should be

increased , but that body not only refused to increase it , but

refused to provide for it unless the judges ' commissions

secured them their seats during good behavior. The chief

justice having served some time without a salary, the income

of the royal quit - rents of the province was appropriated to

his compensation .

General Robert Monkton was appointed governor of New

York, and assumed the reins of government in October, 1761 ,

but left on the 13th of the following month to command an

expedition against Martinique, leaving the administration of

affairs again in the hands of Colden . In 1763 the boundary

line between New York and New Hampshire became a

subject of much controversy. The disputed territory was

the tract of land between the Connecticut river and Lake

Champlain , comprising what is now known as the State of

Vermont . The patent granted to the Duke of York in 1664

included all the land west of the Connecticut river to the

Delaware Bay . Controversies had arisen , growing out of

the indefinite character of their respective charters , between

the province of New York and those of Connecticut and

Massachusetts relative to their boundaries , which had been

adjusted by negotiation and compromise. The line agreed

upon was to extend north and south twenty miles east of

the Hudson river. New Hampshire, regardless of justice or

title , insisted upon having the same western boundary.

Against this claim New York vigorously protested, but the

protests were unheeded, and the governor of New Hamp

shire continued to issue grants until , in 1763 , one hundred

and thirty -eight townships had been granted . Alarmed at this

encroachment, and in order to stop these proceedings, Gover

nor Colden , in December, 1763 , issued a proclamation claim

ing jurisdiction to the Connecticut river under the patent

granted to the Duke of York , and commanded the sheriff of

Albany county to return the names of all persons who by vir

tue of the New Hampshire grants had taken possession of

lands west of the Connecticut river. This was followed by a

counter proclamation from the governor of New Hampshire,

declaring that the grant to the Duke of York was obsolete, and

that his own grantees should be protected in the possession

of their lands . Through the Board of Trade the disputed

question was referred to the crown, and in 1764 a decision

was obtained pronouncing the Connecticut river the boundary

between the provinces of New York and New Hampshire.

Upon this decision the government of New York declared

the grants from the governor of New Hampshire illegal,

and insisted that the grantees should surrender or re -purchase

а
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the lands upon which they had settled . To this unjust

demand the greater part refused to accede, and the governor

of New York thereupon granted their lands to others, who

brought ejectment suits against the former occupants and

obtained judgment at the courts of Albany . All attempts,

however, of the executive officers to enforce these judgments

met with a spirited resistance, and led to continual hostilities

between the settlers and the government of New York .

D

:

CHAPTER IX .

APPROACH OF THE REVOLUTION NEW YORK'S PATRIOTIC

ATTITUDE — THE FIRST BATTLE FOUGHT IN 1770.

a

HE representative assemblies of the provinces had

occasionally remonstrated against the various

acts of Parliament which tended to abridge

their liberties, and the regulation of the Board

of Trade by which their manufactures and

commerce were injuriously affected; yet their at

tachment to the mother country and regard for her

institutions had not to any considerable extent been weak
ened. But now the borders of the Revolutionary struggle

were reached ; the time had arrived when unquestioned

submission to the exactions of an arbitrary power had

ceased to be considered a virtue, and knowing the value of

their liberties, the colonies firmly asserted their rights.

They were heavily burdened by the expenses of the late

war, for which they had liberally contributed , materially
aiding

in procuring for the English government a vast and
valuable

accession of territory ; yet their generous support

of thepower and dignity of the realm the British ministry
regarded

as only the exercise of a duty, and before thesmoke
had fairly drifted away from the battle groundsbegan

that such an act was meditated by the ministry, discontent

was everywhere visible . The provincial assemblies strenu

ously refused to recognize the right of Parliament to tax

them without their consent , and asserted the sole right to

tax themselves. They passed resolutions of remonstrance,

and clearly demonstrated that taxation without representa

tion in Parliament was unjust and tyrannical ; but, in con

temptuous disregard of all respectful remonstrances and

petitions, the Stamp Act was passed in March , 1765. By

its provisions no legal or commercial documents were valid

unless written or printed on stamped paper, upon which a

price was set , according to the nature of the instrument,

payable to officers appointed by the crown . The
passage

of this act created feelings of resentment throughout the

colonies, accompanied by a determination to resist or evade

its enforcement. The people of New York were among the

most bitter in their opposition to the measure. An associa

tion styling itself the Sons of Liberty held meetings to dis

cuss plans for resistance. The obnoxious act was reprinted

and paraded about the streets of New York city, bearing the

inscription , " The Folly of England and Ruin of America . ”

A committee was appointed by the New York Assembly in

October, 1764, to correspond with the several colonial as

semblies, with a view to resisting the oppressive measures of

Parliament. They suggested to the several colonies the

holding of a convention , to remonstrate against the violation

of their liberties . This suggestion was heartily responded

to , and delegates were appointed, who convened in the city

of New York on the 7th of October, 1765. This body con

tinued in session two weeks, and adopted a declaration of

rights, a petition to the King, and a memorial to Parliament,

in which the principles by which the colonies were governed

through the Revolution were clearly foreshadowed .

The Stamp Act was to take effect on the first day of

November. As the appointed time drew near the excite

ment increased, and when the day had finally arrived flags

floated at half mast , bells were tolled as on funeral occasions,

and many other manifestations of public sorrow and discon

tent were made. The stamped paper, which had previously

arrived , had been deposited in the fort for safe keeping,

under the direction of Governor Colden , who had taken the

oath to execute the Stamp Act ; but McEvers, who had been

appointed by the crown to manage its distribution and sale,

seeing the manifestations of popular indignation, resigned .

In the evening the Sons of Liberty appeared before the fort

and demanded the stamped paper. On being refused , they

repaired to the Commons, where they hung Governor Colden

in effigy, and returned to the fort with his image. Not be

ing admitted at the gate, they broke into Colden's stable ,

and brought out his carriage, placed the effigy in it , paraded

the streets, and returned to the fort, where it was again hung.

They then made a bonfire and burned the carriage and its

accompaniments. A party proceeded to the house of Major

James, an artillery officer who had rendered himself par

ticularly obnoxious, destroyed the furniture, and carried off

the colors of the Royal Artillery regiment . The next day

Colden announced that he should not issue any of the

stamped paper while he remained in office, but leave it to

his successor, who was already on his way from England .

But the Sons of Liberty, not satisfied with this assurance,

insisted that the stamped paper should be delivered into

their hands, and threatened to take it by force if it was not.
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The Common Council, alarmed at their ungovernable fury,

requested that the paper might be deposited in the City

Hall , which was done, and a guaranty given for its safe

keeping In the meantime, at a meeting called by the

citizens, a committee was appointed to correspond with the

merchants of the several colonies, inviting them to enter

into an agreement not to import certain goods from England ,

which suggestion was promptly acted upon , and the trade

with England almost ceased .

When the new governor, Sir Henry Moore, arrived , he

was disposed to carry the Stamp Act into execution, but the

unanimous advice of his council, together with the unmis

takable character of public sentiment, soon convinced him

of the folly of such an attempt. The Sons of Liberty

seized ten boxes of stamped paper, on the arrival of a ves

sel containing it , conveyed it to the ship - yards, and it was

consumed in a bonfire. The Stamp Act was so odious to

the colonies , and their opposition to it was so effective, that

it was repealed on the 18th of March, 1766 ; but immediately

on its repeal a bill was passed declaring the absolute right of

Parliament " to tax the colonies in all cases whatsoever."

The repeal, however, was not owing to any appeals from the

colonists, for Parliament would not receive the petitions of

the Colonial Congress, because that body had not been

summoned to meet by it ; but it was because of the influence

of London merchants, whose trade was seriously affected by

the non -importation agreement. Notwithstanding the dec

laratory act that accompanied the repeal the news was hailed

with a delirium of delight, and the city was in a blaze of

illumination in honor of the event. On the King's birth

day, which occurred soon afterward , the New Yorkers as

sembled , and with enthusiastic manifestations of loyalty

erected a liberty -pole, inscribed to the King, Pitt, and Lib

erty . The Assembly met in June, and the governor re

quested its compliance with the demands of the ministry in

relation to furnishing supplies for the troops stationed in

New York city . Some controversy ensued upon the subject,.

and only a partial compliance could be obtained from the

Assembly.

The sounds of rejoicing which followed the repeal of the

Stamp Act had hardly passed away before the ministry by

its unjust acts again awakened the murmurs of discontent ,

and the declaratory act began to loom up and dampen all the

hopes of the colonists . The partial provision of the Assem

bly for supporting the troops was distasteful to the Sons of

Liberty, who well knew the soldiers were sent to enforce the

abridgement of American liberties, and on their arrival did

not disguise their feelings. Animosities arose between them ,

and the soldiers , believing that it was owing to the Sons of

Liberty that the Assembly had not been more liberal in fur

nishing them with supplies, retaliated by cutting down the

citizens ' flagstaff. The next day, while the citizens were

replacing it , they were assaulted by the troops, and several

of them wounded . The officers were indifferent to this con

duct of their men , and other outrages were committed . The

Assembly met again in November, when the governor placed

before it the instructions of the ministry , requesting that im

mediate provision for the troops should be made ; but their

outrageous conduct had so disgusted the legislators that

they refused to comply, and were severely censured by the

crown . Parliament declared the legislative powers of the

Assembly annulled , and forbade the governor and council

to give their assent to any act passed by that body until

unqualified compliance with the demands of the government

had been obtained .

In June , 1767 , a bill was passed by Parliament imposing

a duty on tea , glass, lead , paper, and printers' colors , im

ported into the colonies . This act was shortly followed by

another re -organizing the colonial custom -house system , and

establishing a board of revenue commissioners. When in

telligence of these acts reached the colonies the excitement

was renewed , and the non -importation agreement revived .

The colonists saw that Parliament intended to tax them in

some way, and declared that taxes on trade for a revenue

were as much a violation of their rights as any other taxes .

In 1768 the Assembly of Massachusetts addressed a circu

lar to the other colonies referring to the acts of Parlia

ment, and soliciting their co -operation in maintaining the

common liberties. This so offended the ministry that a

letter was sent from the secretary of State to the several

colonial governors, forbidding their assemblies to correspond

with that of Massachusetts. When the Assembly of New

York was convened the governor placed the document be

fore it , and requested their obedience to its mandates. The

Assembly unhesitatingly refused ; declared its right to cor

respond with any other of the legislatures; denounced the

infringements upon its rights by Parliament; and was dis

solved by the governor. The people sustained their repre

sentatives, and when a new Assembly convened in April ,

1769, it was found that but very little change had been ef

fected by the election .

The death of Sir Henry Moore occurred on the uth of

September, 1769. His mild and prudent course in avoiding

controversy as far as possible had endeared him to the col

ony, and his death was much lamented . By that event the

government again devolved upon Cadwallader Colden . The

English merchants, suffering from the non - importation

agreement , had joined their petitions with those of the colo

nists for the repeal of the obnoxious custom - house act , and

a circular letter assured the people of the colonies that at

the next session of Parliament a proposition would be made

to abolish the duties on all articles except tea. This attempt

at conciliation was far from satisfactory; for the right of

taxation was not relinquished, and the principle was the

same whether applied to one article or many.
A bill was

introduced in the New York Assembly in November for

issuing colonial bills of credit to the amount of £ 120,000 ,

to loan out as a means of revenue. The project at first met

with favor from the popular party, but when it was followed

by an appropriation to support the British troops in the

colony, to be taken out of the interest arising from the loan ,

a revulsion of feeling at once took place . Shortly after

handbills were circulated charging the Assembly with be

traying the inhabitants of the colony, and advising the

people to meet on a certain day and express their sentiments

upon the subject . Accordingly , a large concourse of people

gathered , and emphatically denounced the action of the

Assembly. That body passed resolutions declaring the

handbills libelous, and offering a reward for the detection of

their authors. John Lamb, who had presided over the pop

ular meeting, was arrested and brought before the House,

but was soon after discharged .

Animosities continued between the Sons of Liberty and

the soldiers. Now that their supplies were granted the
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latter no longer held themselves in check from motives of

policy, and on the evening of the 13th of January, 1769 , re

newed their attack on the flagpole of the citizens. The lat

ter hastily gathered for its defense , whereupon they desisted .

Their failure in this attempt, together with the derisive jeers

of the citizens, so enraged them that they charged upon a

group of people in front of a tavern which was a favorite

resort of the Sons of Liberty, drove them in and destroyed

the windows and furniture. On the evening of the 16th they

cut down the flagstaff, sawed it in pieces, and piled the

fragments before the battered hotel . On the following

morning several thousands of the citizens assembled at the

scene of the outrage, and passed resolutions censuring the

riotous proceedings of the soldiers , and recommending that

whenever found in the street after roll - call they should be

dealt with as enemies to the peace of the city . The next

day placards were found posted up , ridiculing the resolu

tions and daring the citizens to execute them . During the

day the Sons of Liberty caught two or three soldiers in the

act of putting up these bills , and arrested them . While con

ducting them to the mayor's office the citizens were attacked

by a party of twenty soldiers, armed with cutlasses, and a

skirmish ensued - the citizens defending themselves with

clubs. The soldiers were forced back to Golden Hill , as

John street , between Cliff street and Burling Slip, was then
called. Here they were re - inforced , and made a furious

charge on the citizens, most of whom were entirely unarmed .

The latter stoutly resisted until a party of officers appeared

on the scene and ordered the troops back to their barracks.

Several of the citizens were severely wounded, some of whom

had not participated in the skirmish . Several affrays oc

curred on the following day, in which the soldiers were gen

erally worsted . The mayor issued a proclamation forbidding

them to leave the barracks unless accompanied by a non
commissioned

officer, and order was restored .

Thus terminated the first conflict in which blood was shed
in the cause of American independence. It is usually
asserted

that at Lexington was the first battle fought ; but
theactual

beginning of the combat, so doubtful in its pro

gress
,
and

so glorious in its results,was the battle ofGolden

years
earlier .

loyalty, and affairs went on more smoothly. On the 8th of

July, 1771 , William Tryon was commissioned as governor in

place of Lord Dunmore, who was transferred to the gov

ernment of Virginia . By a recent order of the crown the

governor's salary was to be paid from the revenue, thus ren

dering the executive independent of the people. The East

India Company were suffering severely from the non -impor

tation agreement in regard to tea, and in 1773 urgently

petitioned the British government to abolish the duty levied

upon that article in the colonies, offering to submit to

double that duty as an exportation tariff. This would in

crease the amount of revenue twofold , but the party in

power, deluded by false views of national honor, would no

in the least relinquish its declared right to tax the colonies.

It preferred to favor the East India Company by a special

act allowing them to ship their tea to the colonies free of

export duty, which would enable them to sell it at a lower

rate than in England. By this act the ministers imagined

they had outwitted the colonists, and that this appeal to

their pockets would end their resistance. Ships were laden

with tea and consignees appointed in the colonies to receive

it , with the expectation that this new act would secure its

ready sale. When information of this arrangement reached

the colonies their indignation was deeply aroused . The

Sons of Liberty rallied and resolved that the obnoxious

article should not be landed under any pretense. The tea

commissioners appointed for New York resigned in view of

such decided demonstrations of resistance.

Expecting a consignment of tea would soon reach the

city the citizens held a mass meeting, and regardless of the

efforts of Governor Tryon to secure its reception, emphati

cally resolved that it should not be landed . The expected

vessel was delayed and did not make its appearance until

April, 1774. When it arrived off Sandy Hook the pilot ,

acting under the instructions of the vigilance committee,

refused to bring the ship any nearer the city. Captain

Lockyer, the commander, under escort of the committee,

was allowed to come up and consult with the consignee,

but the latter refused to receive the cargo, and advised the

captain to return to England immediately . Meanwhile

Captain Chambers, of New York, professing to be a patriot ,

arrived in the harbor. His vessel was boarded by the com

mittee , and upon being questioned he denied having any

contraband goods ; but on being informed by the committee

that with the evidence they had to the contrary they should

search his ship, he admitted that there was tea on board

which he had brought out on a private venture . The

hatches were forced open and the chests brought on deck

and given air and water . The next morning Captain Lock

yer was conducted by the committee to his ship , together

with Chambers, his companion in the tea trade , and they

were sent on an outward voyage .

The New Hampshire grants continued a source of serious

contention . The civil officers were opposed by force in

their efforts to enforce the judgments obtained in the eject

ment suits, and the New York Assembly passed an act de

claring resistance to be felony. A proclamation was issued

by Governor Tryon offering a reward for the apprehension

of Ethan Allen and other conspicuous offenders. This was

followed by a burlesque proclamation from the proscribed,

affirming their determination to resist and offering a reward

for the arrest of the governor of New York . In the spring

-
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of 1775 , at the time appointed for the session of court in

the disputed territory, the settlers took possession of the

court-house and prevented the New York officers from en

tering. The officers thereupon collected a force, and being

again refused admittance fired into the house, killing one of

the occupants and wounding several others . Some of the

officers were arrested by the enraged inhabitants and lodged

in jail , and matters appeared to be approaching a crisis ;

but the battle of Lexington occurring at this juncture,

active hostilities between Great Britain and the colonies

began and caused a cessation of these difficulties.

A cargo of tea had arrived in Boston harbor considerably

earlier than in New York, and the Bostonians resolved that

it should not be landed . The vessels containing the obnox

ious article were boarded and the chests emptied into the

water. The ministry, enraged at this spirited resistance ,

determined to subjugate the colonies. Various measures

were determined upon which were ruinous to the liberties

of the American people; among them was the celebrated

“ Boston Port Bill, " closing the harbor and destroying the

trade of the city to punish the citizens for having destroyed

the tea . The people everywhere were awakened to a lively

sympathy with Boston , seeing by its treatment what was in

store for them . A brisk correspondence was carried on

between Boston and New York through the agency of com

mittees appointed for that purpose. Public meetings were

held for the consideration of their common grievances, and

among the measures devised and recommended were the

restoration of the non-importation agreement and the con

vening of a colonial congress. On the 5th of September,

1774 , this congress met at Philadelphia and adopted a dec

laration of rights, setting forth wherein those rights had

been violated ; agreed on a petition to the King for the re

moval of their grievances and also on an appeal to the

people of Great Britain and Canada ; and then adjourned to

meet again in May of the following year. The Assembly of.

New York was the only colonial assembly that withheld its

approval of the proceedings of this congress . It, however ,

addressed a remonstrance to Parliament, which was treated

as all others had been , with disdain . The Assembly ad

journed on the 3d of April, 1775 , and was never again con

vened . Its refusal to appoint delegates to the Continental

Congress gave great dissatisfaction , and a provincial conven

tion of county representatives was called by the people to

perform that duty .

At midnight on the 18th of April , 1775 , General Gage

sent a detachment of British regulars from Boston to de

stroy the military stores collected by the Americans at

Concord, Massachusetts. The expedition was conducted

with great secrecy, but the troops were discovered and the

people warned of their coming. On reaching Lexington

the following morning they found the militia assembled on

the green . The latter, disregarding a command to disperse,

were fired upon and several of them were killed . The

British troops proceeded to Concord, but the inhabitants,

having been apprised of their design , had concealed the

greater part of their stores, and the British troops on their

return were severely harassed by the militia who had gath

ered from the neighboring towns .

When intelligence of this event reached New York the

excitement was intense. The affair was in fact the signal

for a general rush to arms throughout the colonies. The

Sons of Liberty took possession of the arms at the arsenal

in New York city and distributed them among the people.

At the suggestion of the Committee of Observation a pro

vincial government for the city was formed, consisting of

one hundred of the principal citizens, who were to control

affairs until Congress should otherwise order. The British

troops at New York having been ordered to Boston , the

provisional government allowed them to depart on condition

that they should take nothing but their own arms with

them. Regardless of this stipulation they attempted to

carry off some military stores belonging to the city, but

were defeated in their designs by Colonel Marinus Willett

with a party of the Sons of Liberty, who confronted them

and succeeded in retaking the property and replacing it in

the fort.

While the patriots were Aocking toward Boston the Con

necticut Assembly was in session , and several of its members

agreed upon a plan to seize the cannon and military stores

at Ticonderoga and Crown Point for the use of the patriot

army . They appointed a committee to repair to the fron

tier and raise an expedition , under Colonel Ethan Allen , to

surprise and capture the posts named . A force of two

hundred and seventy men was soon collected, and marched

by night under Colonels Allen and Benedict Arnold to a

point on Lake Champlain opposite Ticonderoga. They had

but few boats, and when day began to dawn only the officers

and eighty-three men had crossed. Fearful that delay

would be hazardous, Allen resolved to make an attack before

the rear division had crossed, and marched at the head of

his men directly to the sally port . The sentinel snapped.

his musket at him and retreated to the parade with the

patriots close at his heels . The garrison were aroused and

taken prisoners. Colonel Allen went directly to the apart

ments of the commander and demanded and obtained a

surrender of the fort “ in the name of the Great Jehovah ,

and the Continental Congress." Crown Point was taken

without resistance two days afterward , and the command

of Lake Champlain was thus secured .

The Continental Congress reassembled and organized on

the 10th of May, the same day that Colonel Allen captured

Ticonderoga, and proceeded at once to raise and equip an

army for the defense of the colonies. New York was or

dered to raise three thousand men as her proportion . The

population of the province during the preceding year had

increased to 182,251 . George Washington was commissioned

commander-in -chief of the American forces . A provincial

congress of New York, convened on the 22nd of May, author

ized the raising of troops, encouraged the manufacture of

gunpowder and muskets in the province, and projected for

tifications at King's Bridge and the Hudson passes in the

Highlands.

Captain Lamb was ordered to remove the cannon from the

battery at the foot of the city to a place of greater security .

On the evening of August 23d he proceeded to the execu

tion ofthe order. The captain of the British war-ship “ Asia ,"

being informed of the intended movement, sent a barge filled

with men to watch it . A shot was fired from the barge into

the American force , which was immediately answered by a

volley , killing one of the crew and wounding several others.

The " Asia " then opened a cannonade upon the city, doing

considerable damage to the buildings in the vicinity of the

attery , but the patriots were undismayed, and in the face
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of the cannonade deliberately removed every gun . Gov

ernor Tryon returned from England in June and strenuously

exerted himself to promote the royal cause. Finding that

his position was growing more and more unsatisfactory , and

having fears for his personal safety, he abandoned the city

and took refuge on board a British sloop of war.

The Continental Congress directed General Schuyler to

collect an armament at Ticonderoga , and put the post in a

state of defense, preparatory to an expedition against Canada .

The forces under Generals Schuyler and Montgomery ap

peared before St. John's in September . General Schuyler

was compelled by ill health to relinquish the command to

General Montgomery and return to Ticonderoga. The fort

at Chambly, twelve miles below, was captured on the 19th

of October by a detachment of the American force , aided by

friendly Canadians. The spoils taken at Chambly materially

aided in carrying on with vigor the siege of St. John's, which

after several unsuccessful assaults and numerous mishaps was

on the 3d of November compelled to surrender. General

Montgomery moved forward to Montreal, which was taken

without resistance. Later in the month Montgomery and

Benedict Arnold assaulted Quebec, but the former was

killed and the colonial force repulsed and soon after driven

out of Canada.

CHAPTER XI .

HOSTILITIES TRANSFERRED TO NEW YORK-THE BATTLE OF

LONG ISLAND.—BURGOYNE'S CAMPAIGN.

to capture General Washington, blow up the magazine,

and secure the passes to the city . The mayor also was in

the conspiracy, and was receiving money from Tryon to

bribe the Americans . Two of Washington's guards yielded

to the temptations of the enemy, but the third , who could

not be bribed , exposed the plot . The Provincial Congress

of New York , seeing the hostile demonstrations toward the

city, adjourned to White Plains, where it convened on

the 9th of July, and passed resolutions heartily endorsing

the action of the Continental Congress and approving of the

Declaration of Independence.

The plan of the campaign on the part of the British army

near New York was to take possession of the city and the

islands in its vicinity, and to ascend the Hudson , while

Carlton should move down from Canada, and thus separate

the Eastern from the other States . Two ships succeeded

in passing the batteries and ascended the Hudson to furnish

the tories of Westchester with arms, but all their attempts to

land were frustrated and they returned.

On the 22nd of August a British force of ten thousand men ,

with forty pieces of cannon , landed on the south side of

Long Island , in the vicinity of New Utrecht, and advanced

in three divisions upon the Americans stationed in and

about Brooklyn . The Hessians, under De Heister, formed

the center. The left , along New York Bay, was commanded

by General Grant, and the right , which led in the action,

was commanded by Clinton and Cornwallis . While Grant

and De Heister were diverting the Americans on the left

and center, the division on the right was to make a circuit

ous march and fall upon their rear. This division left

the Flatlands on the night of the 26th , and guided by a

tory occupied the Bedford and Jamaica passes before Gen

eral Sullivan , who commanded in that quarter, was aware

of the movement . While this advantage was being gained

Grant was making a movement toward Brooklyn, and early

in the morning came into collision with the Americans under

Stirling on the site of Greenwood Cemetery, when an

engagement took place without material advantage to either

side . De Heister advanced and kept up a cannonade on the

works at the Flatbush Pass . In the meantime, Clinton had

gained a position in the rear of the continental army and

commenced to attack them. De Heister then pressed for

ward, and Sullivan , perceiving the peril of his army, at

tempted to retreat , but it was too late. They were met by

Clinton's forces and driven back upon the Hessians . Some

forced their way through the ranks and reached the fortifica

tions, but after a desperate struggle and great loss of life

Sullivan himself and the greater part of the left wing of the

American army were taken prisoners . Cornwallis hastened

to cut off the division under Stirling, who was not yet aware

of the situation. A part of his force succeeded in crossing

Gowanus creek in safety, but many were drowned or taken

prisoners . Stirling himself was captured and a decisive

victory gained by the British . About five thousand men

were engaged on the side of the Americans, of whom five

hundred were killed or wounded and eleven hundred were

taken prisoners. These were confined in loathsome prison

ships on the East river, where they suffered indescribable

privations and hardships . Fortunately for the Americans,

Howe did not dare to attempt an assault upon their fortifi

cations in Brooklyn , but encamped about a third of a mile

distant, and waited for the support of the fleet.

I
EN March, Washington , having compelled General

Howe to evacuate Boston , and apprehensive

that New York would be the next point of

attack, made immediate preparations for putting

that city in a posture of defense. General Lee ,

with twelve hundred men, was ordered forward from

Connecticut. The captain of the British man -of-war

" Asia " had threatened to cannonade the city if “ rebel troops "

were permitted to enter it . It was the stronghold of loyalty

to the crown and disaffection to the patriot cause, and the

committee of safety in their timidity protested against Lee's

entrance, but threats and protests were unavailing. Lee

came, and the tories either filed or ceased to oppose the

cause of the patriots . Sir Henry Clinton, who had been

sent over on a secret expedition, appeared off Sandy Hook

at nearly the same time that General Lee entered the city,

but finding it in possession of the American troops, proceeded

south to attack Charleston . Washington hastened forward

from Boston, and on the 14th of April arrived at New York

and established his headquarters in the city. General Howe

went to Halifax on leaving Boston , but about the ist of

July appeared off Sandy Hook, and shortly after landed on

Staten Island . He was soon after joined by his brother

Admiral Howe, with a force of British regulars and Hes

sian hirelings, and also by Clinton and Parker on their re

turn from an unsuccessful attack on Charleston , making

all together a combined force of nearly thirty thousand men .

Howe was here visited by Governor Tryon, who had planned
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On the 28th , the day after the battle, the British began to

cannonade the intrenchments . At night a heavy fog settled

over the battlefield, which remained all the following day .

When night had added its darkness to the mist which had

obstructed the vision of the hostile parties throughout the

day, Washington , with the remainder of the troops on Long

Island , silently crossed the East river in safety to New York .

The British forces took possession of the American works

and prepared to attack New York . Washington knew that

with his dispirited and undisciplined army he could not

successfully oppose them , and decided to evacuate the city.

On the 15th of September Howe landed with about four

thousand men under cover of his fleet at Kip's Bay , on the

east side of Manhattan Island , near what is now the foot of

Thirty- fourth street . Two brigades of militia, stationed

for defense in that quarter, were panic -stricken and retreated

disgracefully despite all the efforts of their officers to rally

them . Putnam , who had charge of one column of the army,

was compelled to leave in great haste, and narrowly escaped

being captured . The Americans retreated to Harlem, and

the British took possession of New York and held it until

the close of the war.

The next day an advance party of the British were at

tacked , and after a severe skirmish driven back with con

siderable loss . Howe, perceiving that the Americans were

strongly intrenched upon Harlem Heights, determined to

gain their rear, cut off their communication with the north

and east , and hem them in . He sent a part of his feet up

the Hudson , and transferred the main body of his army in

boats to Westchester county, landing them at Throgg's Neck.

When Washington saw this movement he sent a detachment

to oppose their landing. All the passes were well guarded ,

and a detachment was intrenched at White Plains. The

main army advanced in that direction and intrenched upon

the hills from Fordham to White Plains. On the 28th of

October the enemy came up and attacked General McDou

gal , on Chatterton's Hill . McDougal, after an obstinate

resistance, was forced to fall back to intrenchments above

White Plains. While Howe was preparing to storm their

encampment at this place, Washington withdrew , unobserved

by the enemy, to North Castle , where strong breastworks

had been erected , and awaited an attack ; but Howe, not

deeming it prudent to assail him in so strong a position , re

treated toward New York, preparatory to the contemplated

reduction of Fort Washington, which was soon environed

by the British forces . It was gallantly defended by Colonel

Magaw until he was overpowered by a superior force and

compelled to surrender. Fort Lee , on the opposite side of

the Hudson , was abandoned on the approach of the enemy,

and Washington , who had crossed the Hudson , retreated

through New Jersey to the opposite side of the Delaware

river, closely pursued by the enemy. On the night of the

25th of December he recrossed the river and gained an im

portant victory at Trenton , and shortly afterward another at

Princeton , and then went into winter quarters at Morristown.

General Gates, who had been appointed to the command

of the northern forces , apprehensive that General Carlton

would follow up his success in Canada and attempt to cap

ture Crown Point and Ticonderoga, abandoned the former

and concentrated his forces at the latter . A small squadron

was formed and placed upon Lake Champlain , under the

command of Arnold , in August. Carlton constructed a fleet

at St. John's. Arnold sailed down the lake, but , being ignor

ant of the strength of the armament preparing against him,

fell back to Valcour's Island . On the oth of October the

British feet passed around the east side of the island and

took up a position south of the American squadron . An action

began about noon and continued until night . One of the

schooners in Arnold's feet was disabled, and burned to pre

vent it from falling into the hands of the enemy. The Brit

ish force was greatly superior, and as another engagement

would have been extremely hazardous it was deemed ad

visable to return to Crown Point . The night was exceed

ingly dark , ard the Americans succeeded in sailing through

the British feet unobserved , although the latter had been

stationed in a line across the lake in anticipation of such a

movement. On reaching Schuyler's Island , ten miles distant

from the British fleet, they stopped to make some repairs,

and on being discovered at daylight, were pursued by the en

emy. On the 13th the British ships, three in number, came

up with and attacked the " Washington , ” which , after a

heroic defense, was compelled to surrender, and her com

mander and all his men were taken prisoners. The whole

force was now concentrated in an attack upon the “ Con

gress," which maintained the unequal contest with unflinch

ing resolution for four or five hours, till it was reduced to a

complete wreck . Arnold then ran the craft into a creek and

burned it , together with the rest of his boats , and marching

to Crown Point , where the remainder of the fleet was sta

tioned , sailed for Ticonderga. General Carlton took pos

session of Crown Point and threatened Ticonderoga, but ,

abandoning his design , he prudently withdrew to Canada.

The Provincial Congress, which had assembled at White

Plains on the oth of July and approved the Declaration of

Independence, appointed a committee to draw up and re

port a constitution . The occupation of New York city and

part of Westchester county by the British greatly disturbed

the labors of the convention , and finally, in February, they

repaired to Kingston, where the draft of a constitution was

prepared by John Jay, and adopted on the 21st of April ,

1777. George Clinton was elected governor under the new

constitution, and took the oath of office on the 31st of July

following

The principal object of the British in the campaign of

1777 was to carry out their cherished design of separating

the Eastern from the Southern colonies, by controlling the

Hudson river and Lake Champlain. The most prominent

feature of the plan was the advance of an army from Canada,

under Lieutenant -General Burgoyne, who had superseded

General Carlton . It was intended that Burgoyne should

force his way down the Hudson as far as Albany, while Sir

Henry Clinton was to proceed up the river and join him ,

and thus a free communication between New York and

Canada would be established, and the colonies separated .

In order to distract the attention of the Americans, and the

more completely subdue the Western border, Colonel St.

Leger was to ascend the St. Lawrence with a detachment of

regulars, accompanied by Sir John Johnson with a regiment

of loyalists and a large body of Indians. From Oswego the

expedition was to penetrate the country to Fort Schuyler,

on the site of Rome, and after its capture sweep the

Mohawk valley and join Burgoyne at Albany. Burgoyne

arrived in Canada early in March . Unavoidable difficulties

having greatly embarrassed his first movements , it was past
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intercept such as might retreat to that post, and to watch

the movements of the Americans. This post was guarded

by Colonel Long, with about five hundred men, mostly con

valescents . Hill's force exceeded this number. Colonel

Long did not wait for an attack , but marched out to give

battle , and gained a decided advantage ; but their ammuni

tion giving out , the patriots were obliged to give way ; and

aware of their inability to hold the fort against General

Phillips, who was approaching with reinforcements, set fire

to it , and fell back on Fort Edward .

CHAPTER XII .

THE BATTLE OF BENNINGTON - FAILURE OF ST. LEGER's

MOVEMENT — BURGOYNE'S DEFEATS AND SURRENDER .

B

the middle of June before his army was assembled at Cum

berland Point , on Lake Champlain. The main army, of,

more than seven thousand men , appeared before Crown

Point, and occupied that post on the 30th of June. Having

issued a proclamation, intended to terrify the inhabitants

into submission , Burgoyne prepared to invest Ticonderoga,

then in command of General St. Clair. On the east shore

of Lake Champlain, on Mount Independence , there was a

star- fort , so connected with Ticonderoga, on the west side

of the lake, by a floating bridge , as to obstruct the passage

of vessels up the lake. For want of a sufficient force to

man all its defenses the outworks toward Lake George were

abandoned on the approach of Burgoyne . A detachment

of the enemy, under General Fraser , took Mount Hope, and

thereby cut off St. Clair's communication with Lake George ;

and at the same time the abandoned works of the Americans,

more to the right , were occupied by General Phillips. On

the south side of the outlet of Lake George, and opposite

Mount Independence, is a loity eminence, then known as

Sugar-loaf Hill , which was found to completely command

the works both at Ticonderoga and Fort Independence. A

battery was planted on its summit by the British during the

night , and St. Clair, on perceiving his critical situation , at

once called a council of war, by which it was unanimously

decided that immediate evacuation of Fort Ticonderoga was

the only chance of saving the army. During the ensuing

night such military stores and provisions as could be

removed, together with the sick and disabled troops, were

embarked on batteaux , and sent up the lake to Skenes

borough , as Whitehall was then called , under convoy of five

armed galleys and a detachment of six hundred men under

Colonel Long, while the main body of the army was to cross

the lake and proceed to the same point by land . The gar

rison passed over the floating bridge to Mount Independence

about two hours before daylight , and would probably have

made their retreat undiscovered had not the house of the

commander at Fort Independence been set on fire just at

this time. This unfortunate occurrence threw the Ameri

cans into disorder , for the light of the conflagration revealed

their movements to the British , who made immediate prep

arations for pursuit . St. Clair's force made a disorderly

retreat to Hubbardton. On the following morning General

Fraser came up , with his brigade, and commenced an attack .

The conflict was for some time fierce and bloody. The

Americans had almost surrounded the left wing of the

British when General Riedesel came up with reinforcements,

and St. Clair made a precipitate retreat . The boats which

conveyed the military stores and the detachment of Colonel

Long reached Skenesborough safely, but Burgoyne in a few

hours broke through the boom and bridge at Ticonderoga,

on which the Americans had placed much reliance, and with

his fleet rapidly pursued them ; and while they were landing

at Skenesborough three regiments disembarked at South Bay

with the intention of gaining the road to Fort Edward, and

cutting off their retreat. On the approach of the British

gunboats Colonel Long's men destroyed three of their gal

leys and several buildings , and escaped capture by a rapid

Alight to Fort Anne. Two days after the battle at Hubbard

ton St. Clair retreated to Fort Edward. Burgoyne was

joined at Skenesborough by the detachments of Fraser and

Riedesel , and prepared to push forward to the Hudson .

Lieutenant-Colonel Hill was sent forward to Fort Anne to

Yay

URGOYNE remained at Skenesborough nearly

three weeks , while detachments were building

bridges and repairing the road to Fort Anne.

This delay greatly diminished his supplies, and

on arriving at Fort Anne he sent a detachment

under Colonel Baum to surprise and capture a

quantity of stores which he had heard was col

lected at Bennington , and with the expectation of receiving

material aid from the loyalists in that quarter. General

Schuyler had not sufficient force to defend Fort Edward,

and throwing all the obstructions possible in Burgoyne's

way from there to Fort Anne retreated down the valley

of the Hudson . Colonel Baum on his march to Ben

nington reached Cambridge on the 13th of August. The

American General Stark in the meantime had repaired to

Bennington , and was collecting the militia to join his brigade

in opposing any invasion in that direction . Hearing that a

party of Indians were at Cambridge, he detached Colonel

Gregg to attack them ; and shortly after, learning that a

large body of the enemy was in their rear marching on Ben

nington , he moved immediately to the support of Gregg

After going about five miles he met him retreating, and

Colonel Baum not more than a mile in the rear. Stark

at once disposed his army for battle, and Baum , perceiving

its strength , began to intrench and sent to Burgoyne for re

inforcements. The next day some skirmishing took place,

and on the following day, August 16th, Stark arranged his

army for an attack . Two detachments were sent to flank

the enemy while another was attracting their attention in

front. As soon as the attack on the enemy's Aank began

the main body pressed forward, and after two hours' fierce

conflict gained a decisive victory. The remnant of Colonej

Baum's force in its flight was met by Colonel Breyman with

reinforcements , who pressed forward with the combined

force to regain the abandoned intrenchments. Stark was

also reinforced , and the conflict was renewed with vigor.

The enemy at length giving way , were pursued until dark

ness came to their rescue and enabled them with their

thinned and broken ranks to escape to the main army.

Colonel Baum was mortally wounded and taken prisoner.

The total loss of the enemy was, in killed, wounded and

prisoners, nine hundred and thirty -four, and all their artil
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lery and military stores. Up to this time all had gone well

with the boastful Briton , and liis path had been illuminated

with victory ; but with the failure of this expedition his

glory began to wane and his sky to grow dark and threaten

ing, where hitherto it had been bright and serene .

While these events had been taking place with the main

division , the expedition under Colonel St. Leger had in

vested Fort Schuyler (earlier and even now more commonly

called Fort Stanwix) , on the site of Rome. A movement of

the Mohawk valley militia to its relief was arrested by the

bloody battle of Oriskany , but while most of the besiegers

were engaged in this conflict their camp was sacked by the

garrison ; and learning that a more formidable provincial

force was on its way to raise the siege of the fort, which had

held out tenaciously, St. Leger abandoned his undertaking

and returned to Canada.

Schuyler, with his army, marched down the Hudson to

Stillwater, and finally to the mouth of the Mohawk, still

keeping his headquarters at Stillwater and exerting all his

energies for the augmentation of his force, preparatory to a

conflict with Burgoyne. On the 19th of August, at the in

stigation of his enemies , he was very unjustly superseded by

General Gates. On the 8th of September the American

army advanced to Bemis Heights, above Stillwater, which

had been fortified under the superintendence of Kosciusko.

The British detachment sent to Bennington, instead of

bringing back any plunder had lost largely of what they

already had, as well as most of the force, and Burgoyne had

hardly recovered from this unexpected shock when the news

was brought him of the defeat of St. Leger at Fort Schuyler.

These disasters had a very depressing effect upon his army,

and the Indians and loyalists began to desert, while the

Americans were greatly inspirited . In view of these diffi

culties the British commander deemed it expedient to halt

at Fort Edward. Stores having been brought forward from

the posts on Lake Champlain, he proceeded down the Hud

son , and on the 18th of September encamped at Wilbur's

Basin , two miles from the American position , and prepared

for battle, and the next day advanced to the attack in three

divisions. General Riedesel commanded the left column ,

which with the heavy artillery moved down a road along the

margin of the river . The center was commanded by Bur

goyne
in person, and the left by General Fraser. The front

and Aanks of both the center and right were covered by In

dians, tories and Canadians. The American right, which

was the main body of their army, was commanded by Gates,

and the left by General Arnold . Colonel Morgan was detached

from Arnold's division , and encountering the Canadians and

Indians in the advance drove them back ; but they being

reinforced the contest resulted in both parties finally falling

within their respective lines . The action became general ,

and the combined forces of Burgoyne and Fraser were en

gaged with Arnold's division . Arnold called upon Gates

for reinforcements, but they were refused and he, resolving

to do what he could with the force at his command, con

tinued the contest with the most obstinate and determined

resolution , both armies alternately advancing and retreating

without a decisive victory for either. The conflict did not

cease until the shades of night fell upon the combatants.

The Americans then retired to their encampment unpursued

by the enemy. The British forces bivouacked on the field

of battle. The total loss of the former was three hundred

and nineteen, and that of the latter more than five hundred.

Few actions have been more remarkable for determined

bravery on both sides than this . The number of the British

in the engagement was about three thousand , and that of the

Americans five hundred less. Both parties claimed the

victory. The object of the British was to advance and gain

ground, which they failed to do ; while it was not the inten

tion of the Americans to advance, but to maintain their po

sition , which they accomplished , and it is therefore not

difficult to determine on which side the advantage lay.

Though the British remained in possession of the battle

field through the night, they retired to their camp in the

morning without advancing to renew the conflict. General

Gates, in his report of the battle , said nothing of Arnold or

his division , to whom all the honor was due. He was jealous

of the reputation that officer had earned , and of his growing

popularity with the army, and carried his meanness so far

as to take from him the command of his division . Both

parties strengthened their positions after the battle , but no

general engagement took place for upward of three

weeks.

Burgoyne saw with painful anxiety that the American

forces were rapidly increasing, while his own were daily

diminishing by the desertion of his Indian allies . His pro

visions began to fail , and the vigilance of the Americans not

only prevented any supplies reaching him, but deprived him

of all communication with Sir Henry Clinton for assistance.

At length he was obliged to put his troops on short allow

ance, and hearing nothing from Clinton , who was to make a

diversion in his favor, becamed seriously alarmed.

the thickening peril he found himself reduced to the alter

native of fighting or retreating. The latter was not only in

glorious but difficult, and he resolved to make a reconnoi

sance in force, for the twofold purpose of ascertaining defi

nitely the position of the enemy, and of collecting forage

to supply his camp, of which it was in pressing need . On

the 7th of October he, at the head of fifteen hundred men

and accompanied by Generals Riedesel, Phillips and Fraser,

advanced toward the left wing of the American position .

The movement was seasonably perceived by the Americans,

and the enemy were repulsed and driven back to their lines

by Morgan , who, at his own suggestion , was dispatched by a

circuitous route to gain the right of the British, and fall upon

the flanking party of Fraser at the same time an attack was

to be made on the left of the British . General Poor ad

vanced toward an eminence upon which were stationed the

British grenadiers and the artillery of Ackland and Williams.

He had given his men orders not to fire until after the first

discharge of the British guns, and they moved onward to

ward the frowning battery in awful silence until a sudden

volley of grapeshot and musket balls made havoc among the

branches of the trees, scarcely a shot taking effect upon the

advancing column . At this signal Poor's men sprang for.

ward and delivered their fire, and opening to tne right and

left pressed furiously upon the enemy's flanks and gained

the top of the hill , where the struggle became fierce and ob

stinate in the extreme. One cannon was taken and retaken

five successive times, finally remaining in the hands of the

Americans, when Colonel Cilly turned it upon the retreating

enemy , and fired it with their own ammunition . Williams

and Ackland were both taken prisoners, the latter being

severely wounded ; and the grenadiers fled in confusion,

4
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leaving the field in possession of the Americans, thickly

strewn with their dead and wounded.

As soon as the action was begun at this point Morgan's

command rushed down like an avalanche from the ridge skirt .

ing the flanking party of Fraser, and assailed them with such

a destructive fire that they were hastily driven back to their

lines. Then , by a rapid movement, he fell upon the right

fank of the British with such impetuosity as to throw them

into confusion, and Major Dearborn , coming up at this crit

ical moment, completed their discomfiture . The right and

left of the British lines were thus broken , but the center had

remained firm . General Arnold , who had so unjustly been

deprived of his command, had been watching the progress

of the battle in great excitement, and now mounted his

horse and started for the battle field . Gates sent Major

Armstrong to order him back , but Arnold , suspecting his

errand , was quickly beyond his reach, and exposed to such

perils that the messenger was not anxious to follow him .

Placing himself at the head of the men he formerly com

manded, he rushed like an unchained tiger upon the British

center, which soon began to give way under his furious as

sault. General Fraser, who was commanding on the right,

seeing the center in such a critical situation , brought up re

inforcements, and by his courage and skill restored order.

He soon fell mortally wounded ; dismay seized the British

soldiers, and a panic spread all along the line , which was

increased by the appearance of General Ten Broeck with a

reinforcement of New York militia. Burgoyne, finding him

self unable to keep up the sinking courage of his men , aban

doned his artillery and ordered a retreat , and the whole force

fell back precipitately to their intrenchments. The Ameri

cans pursued them , and scarcely were they within their

fortifications when, under a terrific shower of grape and

musket balls, Arnold assaulted them from right to left ,

forcing the outworks, and driving the enemy to the interior

of their camp. Here he was overtaken by Major Armstrong,

who delivered to him Gates's order to return to camp, fear

ing that " he might do some rash thing." He returned, but

not until he had achieved a glorious victory, and put his life in

great peril without a command, while Gates had remained in

camp, receiving the honors that justly belonged to others .

Night came on and the conflict ceased ; before dawn Bur

goyne abandoned his encampment, now rendered untenable,

and the Americans early in the morning took possession

of it .

Burgoyne, who in the beginning of the campaign had

boastfully exclaimed in general orders, “ Britons never re

treat," now found that there was no alternative for him but

retreat, and when night came on again he began his retro

grade movement, in the midst of a drenching rain . This had

been anticipated, and General Fellows, previous to the action

on the 7th instant, had been sent with a detachment to take

a position opposite Saratoga Ford , on the east side of the

Hudson. Another detachment, of two thousand men, was

now sent to occupy the heights beyond Saratoga, to prevent

Burgoyne's retreat upon Fort Edward ; and still another was

stationed at the ford above. On the evening of the 9th

Burgoyne halted for the night at Fish creek . The main

portion of his army forded the creek and encamped on the

opposite bank , while he, with a brig de as a guard, passed

the night merrily with some companions in a house belonging

to General Schuyler. This delay lost him his army. Find

ing the ford across the Hudson strongly guarded by the

detachment under Fellows , he concluded to continue his

retreat up the river to Fort Edward . He sent forward a

party to repair the bridges , and a detachment to take pos

session of the fort ; but finding the Americans stationed in

force upon the heights, they fell back to the main army.

In the afternoon of the roth General Gates came up, with

the bulk of the American army, in pursuit, and occupied

the high ground on the south side of Fish creek , opposite

the enemy's encampment. The detachment sent forward to

Fort Edward led General Gates to believe the rumor that

the main army of Burgoyne had retreated , and he resolved

to fall upon what he supposed was the rear guard. Bur

goyne was aware of Gates's error, and hoping to profit by it

concealed his troops for the purpose of falling upon the

Americans as soon as a favorable opportunity should be af

forded . Early the next morning, and in a thick fog, which

both parties considered favorable to their respective de

signs , the army of Gates advanced. Morgan was ordered to

cross the creek and begin the action , and at once fell in with

the British pickets, who fired upon him and killed several of

his party . His reception led him to believe that the rumor

of the enemy's retreat was false ; that the main body of

Burgoyne's force was still near, and that the position of his

own corps was critical . Another brigade had already crossed

and captured a picket- guard, and another was about to fol

low when a deserter from the enemy came in , reporting that

the entire British army was at hand , and prepared for battle,

which statement was shortly after confirmed by the capture

of a reconnoitering party. As the fog cleared away and

exposed the position of both armies, a retreat was deemed

advisable by the detachments that had crossed the creek .

As soon as they turned about the British , who were watch

ing their movements and awaiting their advance, opened fire

upon them , but they made their retreat with the loss of only

a few men .

Burgoyne was now completely environed . On the oppo

site bank of the Hudson Fellows was entrenched , with

heavy batteries to open on him if he should attempt to cross

the river. Fort Edward was held by an American force of

two thousand men . On the south and west the main body

of the Americans was posted , while small detachments were

in all directions watching his every movement, and continu

ally harassing his outposts. His provisions were almost

exhausted, and none could be obtained , and it was extreme

ly hazardous to attempt to get water from the river or creek .

There was no place of safety for the sick and wounded, and

the women and children, as well as soldiers and officers,

were constantly exposed to the cannon balls that were flying

about the encampment. On the 12th he held a consulta .

tion with his generals, and it was decided to retreat that

night, but the returning scouts brought such discouraging

intelligence that the movement was postponed till morning.

During the night the Americans crossed the river on rafts,

and erected a battery on Burgoyne's left flank . Retreat

was now hopeless. The next morning a general council

was called , when it was unanimously decided to open ne

gotiations with General Gates for an honorable surrender.

This conclusion was hastened by the passage of a cannon

ball across the table at which Burgoyne and other generals

were seated. The negotiations were not completed until

the 16th, when the terms of his surrender were agreed upon,

a
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and were to be signed by the commander on the following

morning. During the night a tory succeeded in reaching

the British camp from down the river, who reported that

Clinton had taken the forts on the Hudson and ascended

the river as far as Esopus. This news so excited Burgoyne's

hopes that he resolved not to sign the articles of capitula

tion , and to gain time he wrote Gates that he had been in

formed that a part of his army had been sent toward Albany,

which , if true, should be considered a breach of faith , and

that he could not give his signature until convinced that the

strength of the Americans had not been misrepresented.

He was informed by Gates that his army was as strong as it

had been before these negotiations took place, and unless the

articles were signed immediately he should open fire upon

him. Burgoyne thereupon reluctantly signed the articles of

capitulation .

The surrender of Burgoyne was of the utmost importance

to the Americans in their struggle for independence. The

preponderance of success up to this time had been on the

side of the British . The reverses on Long Island and at

New York in the previous year, together with the recent de

feats in Pennsylvania, hud darkened the military horizon

with thick clouds of doubt and dismay. All eyes were now

anxiously watching the army of the north , which had also

been forced to relinquish Ticonderoga and Fort Edward at

the commencement of the campaign, and shaded the pros

pect of successful resistance in that direction . The news

of a complete victory filled the patriots with joy and

hope, and appalled the tories , who now began to tremble.

in a sharp conflict, another was sent to its assistance. They

were pressed back by a superior force, but not until the

enemy had met with considerable -loss. Upon nearing the

forts the British were divided into two columns, and made

a simultaneous assault upon them . After an incessant fire

for several hours the British general demanded an instant

and unconditional surrender. The proposition was rejected ,

and the conflict continued until evening, when part of the be

sieged fought their way out. Governor Clinton made his

escape, and likewise his brother, though wounded . Fort

Constitution was abandoned on the approach of the British ,

which gave them command of the river. A detachment

under Vaughn and Wallace landed without much opposition

and burned Kingston . On hearing of the disastrous ter

mination of Burgoyne's campaign the expedition returned

to New York .

It was obvious that France had no sympathy with Great

Britain , but looked upon the revolt of her colonies with

secret satisfaction , and earnestly desired their separation

from England . By the war which closed in 1763 she had

been compelled to relinquish her extensive possessions in

North America, and she rejoiced to have an opportunity to

assist in the infliction of a like dismemberment of territory

upon Great Britain . The commissioners of the court of

Versailles from the revolted colonies, although not always

openly countenanced, were by no means discouraged , and aid

was frequently extended to the Americans in a clandestine

manner. When intelligence of the capture of Burgoyne

reached France her vacillating policy ended, and, casting

off all disguise, she entered into a treaty of alliance with ,

and on the 6th of February, 1778, acknowledged the inde

pendence of the United States . This event made the pa

triots almost certain of ultimate success .

The Indians and tories who had been dispersed at Fort

Schuyler were meditating mischief, and making preparations

through the winter of 1777-8 to invade the Mohawk valley.

Brant, the Indian chief who had prepared the ambuscade at

Oriskany, was foremost in these threatening movements.

Sir John Johnson and Colonel John Butler were also active

in enlisting tory refugees. A council was called by the

Revolutionary authorities, to secure , if possible , the neutral

ity of the Indians . It met al Johnstown in March . None

of the Senecas, the most powerful of the Six Nations, were

present, and but few of the Mohawks . General La Fayette,

who was to command a proposed expedition against Canada ,

attended the council . His attention was called to the ex

posed condition of the settlements, and he directed the

building and strengthening of fortifications for their pro

tection. The first hostile movement of Brant was the de

struction of the small settlement of Springfield at the head

of Otsego lake . On the 2nd of July an engagement oc

curred on the upper branch of the Cobleskill between an

Indian force of four hundred and fifty and fifty -two Ameri

cans. The latter were overpowered. The Indians burned

the dwellings, and slaughtered the cattle and horses they

could not take with them . The settlers generally were con

tinually harassed by marauding parties of Indians during

the summer, but on the approach of winter Brant with

drew with his forces toward Niagara, and hostilities appar .

ently ceased . On his way to Niagara he was met by Walter

Butler, a fugitive from justice . He had been arrested as a

spy and condemned to death , but had been reprieved

CHAPTER XIII .

CLINTON'S HUDSON RIVER CAMPAIGN-FRANCE RECOGNIZES

THE UNITED STATES - WARS WITH THE INDIANS.

W
HEN Burgoyne first perceived the difficulties

gathering around him , he urged Sir Henry

Clinton to hasten the expedition up the Hud

son to join him, but Clinton was obliged to

wait for the arrival of reinforcements, and it

was the 4th of October before he was ready to move.

26
The first object to be accomplished was the reduction

of Forts Montgomery and Clinton in the Highlands. These

had been constructed to prevent the ships of the enemy

from ascending the river, and each was indefensible in its

rear, and feebly garrisoned . Clinton landed first at Ver

planck's Point, and dropped down with a part of his force to

Stony Point, where he landed, and marched toward the

forts . These were commanded by Governor George Clin

ton and his brother James. Governor Clinton, on learning

that the enemy were moving up the river, sent out a scout

ing party to watch their movements, and from them he first

learned of their having landed at Stony Point. A small

force was then sent out by him, which met the advance

guard of the British about three miles out.
Shots were

exchanged , and the Americans retreated to the forts .

Governor Clinton then sent out a stronger detachment to

oppose the enemy's advance, and as this was soon engaged



THE CHERRY VALLEY AND MINISINK MASSACRES-SULLIVAN'S CAMPAIGN. 33

sur

through the intercession of friends, sent to Albany, and

confined in prison, from which he made his escape . He joined

his father, Colonel John Butler, at Niagara, and obtained

command of two hundred tories to unite with Brant in an

incursion into the Mohawk valley . Upon meeting Brant he

prevailed upon him to return and attack the settlement of

Cherry Valley . Colonel Alden , who was in command of

the fort at that place, received information of the intended

attack , but treated it with unconcern . He refused to per

mit the settlers to move into the fort, believing it to be a

false alarm . He, however, assured them that he would

keep scouts on the look-out to guard against surprise, and

he did send them , but they fell into the hands of the

savages, who extorted from them all necessary information

respecting the situation . On the morning of the uth of

November the enemy entered the settlement under cover of

a thick and misty atmosphere, and began an indiscriminate

slaughter of men, women, and children . The house of Mr.

Wells, of which Colonel Alden was an inmate, was

rounded and the whole of the family brutally massacred .

The colonel , in attempting to escape, was tomahawked and

scalped . Thirty- two of the inhabitants, mostly women and

children , and sixteen soldiers of the garrison , were slain in

the most horrible manner. The whole settlement was

plundered , and every house burned . Nearly forty prisoners

were taken , and conducted down the valley to encamp for

the night , promiscuously huddled together, some of them

half naked, without shelter, and with no resting -place but the

cold ground. The next day , finding the women and child

dren cumbersome, the captors sent most of them back. The

infamous Butler was not only the author of this savage ex

pedition , but he was the director of all the cruelty prac

ticed . With the destruction of this settlement hostilities

ceased along the frontier until the following spring. Through

the winter Brant and his colleagues were making prepara

tions for a renewal of their incursions, and necessity seemed

to demand the infliction of severe punishment upon the

savages who threatened to desolate the border settlements.

Accordingly on the 18th of April, 1779, Colonel Van

Schaick was sent out with a force from Fort Schuyler to

make a descent upon the Onondagas. The expedition had

approached to within a few miles of their villages and castle

before their occupants were aware of the expedition against

them . The Indians fled to the woods, leaving everything

behind them, even to their arms . Their villages, three in

number, consisting of about fifty houses, were burned , and

their provisions and cattle destroyed. The council house ,

or castle, was spared from the flames, but a swivel found in

it was rendered useless. Thirty- three of the Indians were

taken prisoners and twelve killed . The expedition then

returned to Fort Schuyler, arriving on the 24th , having ac

complished its object in six days, without the loss of a man.

While this short campaign was in progress , the lower section

of the Mohawk was visited at different points by scalping

parties, and the settlements menaced with the fate of Cherry

Valley. The Onondagas, fired with indignation at the de

struction of their villages, retaliated by a descent upon the

settlement at Cobleskill, and more than twenty of the militia

were killed in defending it . The settlement at Minisink

being unprotected , Brant resolved to ravage it . On the night

of the 19th of July, at the head of a party of Indians , and

tories disguised as savages, hesilently approached the town ,

and had set fire to several houses before the inhabitants

were aroused to the danger of their situation . All who

could sought safety in flight, leaving everything to the in

vaders, who plundered and destroyed all their property, and

retired to Grassy Brook , where Brant had left the main

body of his warriors. When intelligence of this outrage

reached Goshen, Doctor Tusten , colonel of the local militia ,

ordered them to meet him at Minisink, and one hundred and

forty -nine responded to the call . A council was held , and

it was resolved to pursue the invaders. Colonel Tusten was

opposed to such a hazardous undertaking with so small a

force, but he was overruled, and the line of march taken up.

The next morning the pursuers were joined by Colonel

Hathorn , with a small reinforcement . On coming to the

place where the Indians had encamped the previous night,

it was obvious from the number of camp- fires that the force

was much larger than had been expected, and the leading

officers advised return rather than pursuit, but their rash as

sociates were determined to proceed. Soon after Captain.

Tyler, who was with a scouting party, was shot by a hidden

foe , but this circumstance , although it gave the company

some alarm , did not check the pursuit.
When the party

reached a hill overlooking the Delaware , they saw the

enemy marching toward the fording place near the mouth

of the Lackawaxen . Hathorn determined to intercept

them , and arranged his men accordingly . Hills intervened

between the opposing forces and they soon lost sight of each

other. Brant was watching the movements of the whites,

and anticipating their design turned as soon as they were

lost to view , and throwing his whole force in their rear,

formed an ambuscade. Not finding the enemy where they

had expected , Hathorn's men were greatly perplexed , and

retracing their steps discovered the Indians in an unexpected

quarter and greatly superior in numbers . The latter

managed to cut off from the main body of Hathorn's troops

about one-third of the entire force in the commencement of

the skirmish . From the summit of a hill the militia main .

tained the unequal conflict until their ammunition was ex

hausted, and then attempted to retreat but only thirty suc

ceeded in making their escape from their merciless enemies.

When the retreat began there were seventeen of the wounded

behind a ledge of rocks under the care of Doctor Tusten,

and in this helpless condition they were ruthlessly murdered ,

together with the doctor, by the Indians.

But a fearful retribution was at hand, and soon fell on

the Indians with destructive force . In the spring it was

determined to send a large expedition into the Indian

country, and so severely chastise the savages and their

tory allies as to discourage them from renewing their dep

redations upon the settlements. General Sullivan

placed in the chief command of this expedition , the plan

of which was a combined movement in two divisions : one

from Pennsylvania, to ascend the Susquehanna, under Sul

livan himself, and the other from the north , under General

James Clinton . The two divisions were to unite at Tioga.

On the 17th of June General Clinton commenced the

transportation of his boats across the country from Cana

joharie to Otsego lake, and proceeded to its outlet, where he

awaited orders from Sullivan . While there he built a dam

to confine the water within the lake, hoping by its sudden

removal to render the navigation of the river more certain

in case of a long dr ght . This not only facilitated the
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transportation of his boats upon the river, but it caused an

overflow of its banks and destroyed the corn- tields belong

ing to the Indians, who, being ignorant of the cause of their

loss, were greatly astonished and alarmed. General Clinton

formed a junction with Sullivan at Tioga on the 22nd of

August, and the combined force moved cautiously up the

Tioga and Chemung . On the 29th the enemy were discov

ered occupying an advantageous position near the present

city of Elmira. The light infantry in the advance formed

for battle, and while waiting for the main body to come up

skirmishing was carried on with small parties of Indians,

who would sally out from their works , fire, and retreat, and

make the woods echo with their hideous war -whoops. The

Indians occupied a hill on the right , and Sullivan ordered

Poor with his brigade to flank them , while the main body of

the army attacked them in front. As Poor began to ascend

the hill he was fiercely opposed by the savages under Brant

and the tories under Sir John Johnson . It was some hours

before the latter began slowly to give way. Having gained

the summit of the hill Poor moved against the enemy's left

flank, which he soon carried , and perceiving that they would

be surrounded they abandoned their works and made a pre

cipitate retreat . Sullivan's army encamped upon the battle

field that night, and the next day the wounded were sent

back, together with the heavy artillery, and the march was

resumed toward Catharine's Town, where the expedition

arrived on the end of September. The following day the

place was destroyed, together with the corn - fields and

orchards . The Indians fled before the invaders, who con

tinued their work of destruction , pillaging the villages of

their enemies and thus depriving them of all means of sub

sistence. On the 7th Sullivan's army reached Kanadaseagea,

the capital of the Senecas. This they destroyed , as well as

all the smaller villages on their way to the Genesee river,

which was reached and crossed on the 14th . The Genesee

castle was doomed to meet the fate of the rest , and the

whole surrounding country, together with the town , which

comprised 120 houses, was swept as with the besom of de

struction . On the 16th the expedition recrossed the Genesee

river, and retracing their steps arrived at Tioga, the starting

point , on the 3d of October . The Indians , although sub

jected to great suffering, were not wholly crushed by these

severe losses. Their numerical force was but slightly re

duced, and they retaliated upon the frontier settlements with

savage vengeance whenever a favorable opportunity offered .

captured . Washington much regretted the loss of these

posts, and although they had been enlarged and strength

ened after the British took possession of them he resolved

to make an effort to regain them . Stony Point was sur.

prised on the night of the 15th of July following, and after

a short and fierce conflict the garrison, of more than five

hundred men, together with the cannon and military stores,

were captured , and the works demolished and abandoned.

In the spring of 1780 Brant was again upon the war

path , and with a band of Indians and tories destroyed

Harpersfield in April . It was his design to attack the upper

fort of Schoharie, but on his way he captured Captain

Harper, who represented to him that the fort had lately

been reinforced , and he returned to Niagara with his pris

oners. Sir John Johnson, with a force of five hundred

tories and Indians, very unexpectedly appeared at Johns

town on the night of May 21st, and the next day swept

the country between that neighborhood and the Mohawk .

Several persons were murdered, others taken prisoners, and

all buildings not belonging to the tories were burned . On

the following afternoon the party retreated toward Canada,

On the 21st of August Canajoharie and the adjacent settle

ments were attacked by Brant, at the head of a large body

of Indians and tories , who did even more damage than

Johnson's party.

General Benedict Arnold, wounded at the last battle with

Burgoyne, and unable to take any active position , was

appointed military governor of Philadelphia in the spring of

1778. Feeling the importance of his station , and fond of

making a show, he began living in such an extravagant man

ner as to become pecuniarily embarrassed ; and rather than

retrench , and live within his income, he resorted to a system

of fraud which brought him into unpleasant relations with

the citizens of Philadelphia. By order of Congress he was

tried before a court-martial , and sentenced to the mildest

form of punishment-simply a reprimand from the com

mander- in -chief. He appeared to acquiesce in the sen

tence, but his pride was wounded and he thirsted for re

venge . While in Philadelphia he had married the daughter

of a tory residing in that place. She was accustomed to

receive the attentions of British officers during their occu

pancy of the city, and through her intimacy with Major

Andre a correspondence had been initiated between him

and Arnold , by which means the latter's treacherous schemes

were developed , and culminated in a most infamous treason .

Still he was loud in his professions of patriotism and attach

ment to his country's cause, and pretended to be anxious to

again join his companions in the field. He solicited the

command of West Point, then the most important post in

the possession of the Americans. Washington had assigned

him to the command of the left wing of the army, but upon

his repeated and earnest request the command of West

Point was given him instead, on the 3d of August , 1780 .

He established his headquarters on the opposite side of the

river, at the house of Colonel Beverly Robinson , whose

property had been confiscated on account of his espousal

of the British cause . Arnold well knew that Sir Henry

Clinton would richly reward him for being instrumental in

placing West Point in his hands, and hinted as much to

Major Andre, between whom and himself letters passed in

disguised hand - writing and over fictitious signatures. In

order to settle the terms of this infamous treachery it be

CHAPTER XIV.

ARNOLD'S TREASON-CLOSE OF THE REVOLUTION-ADOPTION

OF THE CONSTITUTION-INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS.

ARLY in June of 1779 Sir Henry Clinton con

ducted an expedition up the Hudson, and

attacked two small forts, one at Stony Point,

on the west side of the river, and the other at

Verplank's Point, nearly opposite . The former had

only about forty men to defend it , and they re

treated on the approach of the British ; but the

latter, with its garrison of seventy men, resisted , and was
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came necessary for Sir Henry Clinton to send Major Andre

for a personal interview with Arnold, not only to agree upon

the conditions of his contemplated surrender but to guard

against a counterplot. Major Andre sailed up the Hudson

on board of the “ Vulture, " and a meeting was finally effected.

Near the village of Haverstraw resided Joshua H. Smith ,

who was duped by Arnold to assist in carrying out his de

signs. It was he who brought Major Andre on shore , where

Arnold was awaiting him , and concealed in a thicket they

plotted the ruin of the patriot cause from about midnight

until day began to dawn, and then repaired to Smith's house

to complete their plans. Arnold was to receive ten thou

sand pounds and the office of brigadier-general in the

British army, while West Point was to be given up on the

approach of the English fleet. Major Andre was supplied

with papers explaining the military condition of the fort ,

which were concealed in his stockings ; while a pass was

given him under the name of John Anderson . In the

morning a cannonade was opened upon the " Vulture," and

she was obliged to fall farther down the river, which re

minded Andre of the fact that he was within the American

lines. Smith's fears were so much aroused that he refused to

convey him by boat to the “ Vulture," but offered to accom

pany him a considerable distance by a land route. They

crossed the river and proceeded toward White Plains . Near

Pines Bridge they parted , and Andre continued his journey

alone. When near Tarrytown he was stopped by three

militiamen, who were watching for stragglers from the

British lines. From what they said to him he was led to

believe they were loyalists, whereupon he avowed himself a

British officer, but upon discovering his mistake he pre

sented Arnold's pass, and endeavored to explain his previous

statements ; they insisted upon searching him , and he was

forced to submit, and the important papers were found .

His liberal offers of money if they would release him were

of no avail, and he was conducted to the nearest military post.

On the same morning that Washington arrived at Arnold's

head - quarters from Hartford, where he had been to confer

with some French officers, Arnold received intelligence of

Andre's arrest , and hastening to his barge made his escape

to the “ Vulture . ” He was apprised that Washington would

soon be at his quarters, and left orders to inform him that

he had gone over to West Point, and would soon return .

Washington arrived shortly after, and crossing over to West

Point found, to his surprise, that Arnold had not been there.

After spending some time in examining the works he re

turned , when the papers which had been found upon

Andre were placed in his hands and the whole conspiracy

revealed . An immediate pursuit to overtake the traitor was

made, but it was too late to prevent his escape . Unfortu

nate Andre was tried by a court of fourteen generals, con

victed of being a spy, sentenced, and executed . Arnold

wreaked his malice on the Americans by devastating differ

ent parts of the country during the war. After its close he

went to England, where he was shunned and despised by

all honorable men .

On the 15th of October, 1780, a large party of tories and

Indians, under Sir John Johnson and Brant, invaded the

Mohawk valley by way of Schoharie creek, destroying the

settlements on the way to Fort Hunter, and thence up the

Mohawk on both sides. As soon as intelligence of this

invasion reached Albany General Van Rensselaer marched

against them with a body of militia. Colonel Brown was

stationed at Fort Paris , and receiving orders from Van

Rensselaer to attack the enemy promptly obeyed, but his

small force was dispersed , and himself and forty of his men

Van Rensselaer, after great delay, attacked and

routed the invaders, who fled and succeeded in making their

escape to Canada. The Mohawk valley continued to be

devastated by the savage foe . On the 9th of July, 1781 ,

Currytown was attacked by a party of more than three hun

dred Indians, commanded by a tory named Doxstader.

They were pursued by Colonel Willett, and in a battle forty

of their number were slain and the others routed . On the

24th of October Major Ross and Walter Butler, at the head

of nearly a thousand men , consisting of British regulars,

Indians and tories, made a sudden descent into the Mohawk

valley and began a work of plunder and devastation . They

were met by Colonels Willett and Rowley near Johnstown ,

and a sharp engagement ensued, lasting till dark , when the

enemy fled . They were pursued, and at Canada creek

another skirmish took place, wherein the cruel and infamous

Butler was slain. Upon his fall their whole force fled in

the utmost confusion . This was the final invasion of the

Mohawk valley , and their flight the closing scene in one of

the most terrible warfares on record .

While menacing an attack on New York, Washington

carefully withdrew from the Hudson to attack Cornwallis in

his devastating march through the South , and was far on

his way to Virginia before Sir Henry Clinton was aware of

the movement. Cornwallis was besieged at Yorktown , and

compelled to surrender his whole army on the 19th of

October, 1781. This virtually closed the war. Sir Guy

Carlton was sent to take the command of the British forces

in place of Sir Henry Clinton , with directions to open nego

tiations for peace. A provisional treaty was signed on the

30th of November, 1782 , and a definitive treaty, recognizing

the independence of the United States, was concluded at

Paris September 3d, 1783. On the 25th of November the

British troops took their final departure from the city of

New York, and on the same day Washington entered it with

his army, amid the joyous acclamations of the emancipated

people. Never, perhaps , was peace more welcome, for the

long war had been a terrible ordeal for the patriots, and we

who are living in peace and plenty, so far removed by the

wheels of time from that eventful period , are not likely to

properly estimate their endurance of great and continued

sufferings, nor fully appreciate the liberties they obtained at

so great a sacrifice, and bequeathed to succeeding genera

tions.

The United States having been recognized as an inde

pendent nation , it was early perceived that the powers con

ferred upon Congress by the Articles of Confederation were

in many essential respects inadequate to the objects of an

effective national government. The States had been leagued

together for a particular purpose, but retained their indi

vidual sovereignty , and Congress had no power to compel

them to obey its mandates. The people were losing their

regard for the authority of Congress ; its recommendations

for the liquidation of the debts incurred by the war were

not promptly complied with , and financial and commercial

affairs were falling into serious derangement. Each State

being independent of the others in the confederacy, jeal

ousies would naturally arise, and without concerted action

a
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on the part of the States it was almost impossible to collect

revenue. In view of these increasing evils the leading

minds of the country desired a closer union of the States

under a general government . A convention was held at

Annapolis in September, 1786 , to take into consideration

the establishment of a general tariff on imports and a uni

form system of commercial regulations. Commissioners

were present, however, from only five States, among which

was New York , represented by Alexander Hamilton . They

recommended the calling of a convention of delegates from

the several States in May following, and transmitted a re

port of their conclusions to Congress . Their recommenda

tions were adopted by Congress, and that body deemed it

expedient that the delegates should be instructed to revise

the Articles of Confederation and report to Congress and

the several State Legislatures such amendments and pro

visions as should seem adequate to the exigencies of the

government. All the States except Rhode Island were

represented in the convention , which was held at Philadel

phia. Believing that the Articles of Confederation were so

defective as to be wholly inadequate to the wants of the

country, the delegates went to work to form a new constitu

tion . Its plan was generally approved , but there were many

in the convention who looked upon the preservation of

State sovereignty as pre- eminently essential , and regarded

the proposed change in this particular as an infringement of

State rights. The delegates from New York upon their

appointment had been restricted to the revision of the ex

isting Articles of Confederation ; and when the convention

decided to provide a new constitution they, with the excep

tion of Alexander Hamilton, withdrew. That body then

proceeded to form a constitution , which was adopted and

submitted to the several States for approval, the assent of

nine being required for its ratification . A spirited contest

ensued in the State of New York between its advocates and

opponents, the latter being in the ascendancy ; but having

been adopted by the requisite number of States, it was rati

fied in convention by the State of New York by a close vote

on the 26th of July, 1788, but with the recommendation of

several amendments which , however, were not adopted .

The city of New York was chosen for the seat of the

federal government, and George Washington was elected

President .

The difficulties relative to the New Hampshire grants

still continued. A convention of the people in that dis

puted territory in 1777 declared it an independent State, and

petitioned Congress for admission into the confederacy .

New York thereupon sought the interposition of Congress

in her behalf, and that body recognized her claims ; but the

people interested in the New Hampshire grants were de

termined to maintain their independence, and during the

following year organized a State government . This revived

the discord , which had remained inactive since the breaking

out of the war, and so great was the hatred of the New

Hampshire people toward the State of New York, that

rather than be subject to her jurisdiction they chose to re

turn to their allegiance to Great Britain , and were secretly

negotiating with the British to become a colony under the

crown ; but before the conspiracy was fully matured it was

interrupted by the capture of Cornwallis. Hostile feelings

continued after the war, but in 1790 the difficulties were

amicably adjusted . New York, on receiving a stipulated

sum for the extinction of land claims, relinquished her

jurisdiction , and in the following year the disputed terri

tory was admitted into the Union, under the name of

Vermont .

Large tracts of wild land were in possession of the State

of New York at the termination of the war. In 1786 the

State granted two tracts to Massachusetts, to satisfy certain

antiquated claims of that State ; but retained her sovereignty

over the ceded territory. The largest of these tracts, known

as the Genesee country, embraced the western part of the

State , and was designated by a line running south from Sodus

Bay on Lake Ontario to Pennsylvania. The other embraced

a portion of the present counties of Tioga and Broome.

Land commissioners of the State, a few years later, author

ized by an act of the Legislature, disposed of large tracts

of land in the northern part of the State for very small

considerations. The largest and most important of these

was that granted to Alexander Macomb, containing upward

of three and a half millions of acres, at about eighteen

pence per acre .

In 1791 the Legislature ordered an exploration and sur

vey to ascertain the most eligible method of removing ob

structions from the Mohawk and Hudson rivers, with a view

to improving their navigation by the construction of canals.

The following year two companies were incorporated, styled

the Northern and Western Inland Lock Navigation Com

panies , for the purpose of facilitating navigation by connect

ing by canals Lake Ontario with the Mohawk and Lake

Champlain with the Hudson.

Governor Clinton in 1795 having declined to be a candidate

for re -election , John Jay was chosen as his successor. The

State was now rapidly gaining in population, and in 1800

had nearly six hundred thousand inhabitants. By an act of

the Legislature a convention was called to amend the State

Constitution in regard to the appointment of members of

the Legislature. This body convened in 1801 , chose Colonel

Aaron Burr to preside over it , and fixed the number of Assem

blymen at 100 . In 1801 George Clinton was again elected

to the governorship, which office he held until 1804, when

he was chosen Vice- President of the United States, and

Morgan Lewis was appointed his successor. At this time

Aaron Burr was holding the office of Vice-President, and

failing to receive the nomination for re-election was nomi.

nated by his friends for the office of governor of New York.

Mortified and chagrined at his defeat, he sought revenge

upon those who had been the most prominent and influen

tial in causing it . He regarded the influence of Alexander

Hamilton as having contributed largely to his failure, and

in his desperation at his blighted political prospects deter

mined to wreak his vengeance upon him. An excuse was

presented by Hamilton's expressing political views antagon

istic to his own, which having been reported to him in a dis

torted form he chose to consider as personal, and challenged

him . The challenge was accepted and the duel fought,

Hamilton falling mortally wounded at the first exchange of

shots . His deplorable death produced a gloomy feeling

throughout the country, as his brilliant talents and unex

ceptionable character had won for him the esteem of the

whole community. After this occurrence Burr visited the

Western States and engaged in treasonable schemes for de

taching them from their present political associations, to

form , in conjunction with Mexico, a separate government.

a
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He was arrested and tried for treason , but escaped convic

tion for want of sufficient proof. All confidence in his in

tegrity, however, was lost , and the remainder of his life was

passed in comparative obscurity . In 1807 Daniel D.Tomp

kins was elected to succeed Morgan Lewis as governor of

New York. In this year Robert Fulton completed the

“ Clermont, " the first boat that ever succeeded in steam navi

gation . It was launched in Jersey City , and made its trial

trip up the Hudson to Albany .

Great Britain and France being at war, the former by a

series of “ Orders in Council ” prohibited vessels of neutral

nations from trading with France or her allies , and in re

taliation Napoleon proclaimed the notable Berlin and Milan

decrees , forbidding all trade with England and her colonies .

The effects of these ordinances were very injurious to

American commerce ; and in consequence thereof Congress ,

on the 23d of September, 1807 , laid an embargo on all ves

sels in the harbors of the United States, which bore heavily

on the mercantile interests of the country, and excited con

siderable opposition .

CHAPTER XV.

CAUSES OF THE LAST WAR WITH GREAT BRITAIN - EXPE

DITIONS AGAINST CANADA-BORDER HOSTILITIES.

force them into their service . All remonstrances were una

vailing. The English officers in enforcing this right of

search committed great outrages , and the practice became so

obnoxious as to demand some decided measures for its

suppression . Under these circumstances there appeared

to be no alternative but war, and Congress having author

ized it , war was declared against Great Britain on the 19th

of June, 1812. The measure, however, was far from being

universally sustained . The Federal party, then in the

minority, opposed it , and their political opinions being ap

parently stronger than their patriotism , they loudly de .

nounced it . It was also but feebly sustained by a portion

of the Democratic party , not on political grounds, but from

the belief that the country was unprepared for war. New

York and New England were most prominent in their op

position , and if they did not directly aid the enemy their

conduct was discouraging and injurious to those who were

periling their lives in their country's cause.

The Americans, deeming it expedient to invade Canada,

directed their attention at once toward that point , and

measures were taken to collect forces along the northern

frontier of New York, and westward to Michigan . They

were distributed in three divisions. The eastern rendez

voused in the vicinity of Plattsburg, on the western shore of

Lake Champlain . The central was under the command of

General Stephen Van Rensselaer, who made his head -quar

ters at Lewiston , on the Niagara river ; and the northwest

ern division assembled at Detroit . In connection with these

armaments a naval force was fitted up on the lakes , the

command of which was assigned to Commodore Chauncey.

In July a small British fleet niade an attack upon Sackett's

Harbor, on Lake Ontario, which was defended by Lieuten

ant Woolsey, who, from a battery arranged on the shore, so

disabled the hostile feet that it withdrew . In October an

attack on Ogdensburg by a British fleet was repulsed by

General Brown. In the same month Lieutenant Elliott, by

a bold movement, captured at the foot of Lake Erie the

British vessel “ Caledonia , ” laden with a valuable cargo of

furs, while she lay in fancied security , protected by the

guns of a British fort .

After the inglorious surrender of General Hull at Detroit ,

the next offensive movement on the part of the Americans

was assigned to the central division , which was eager

to offset Hull's disgrace by a brilliant achievement. An

attack on the heights of Queenston was decided on , and

was made October 13th , 1812. With inadequate means of

transportation about a thousand men were transferred to

the Canadian bank of the Niagara, drove the British from

their batteries, and took the heights. General Brock ral

lied the enemy and attempted to recapture the position , but

was mortally wounded and his force repulsed . The Ameri

cans , however, were unable to hold their ground against the

British reinforcements which were brought up, having no

implements for fortification ; and the militia who had not

yet crossed the river became panic -stricken on seeing some

of the wounded brought over, and refused to go to the aid

of their outnumbered comrades. The latter were therefore

overwhelmed and forced to surrender, after having about

sixty killed and a hundred wounded .

Nothing save a little skirmishing occurred in this quarter

during the remainder of the year. The disgrace which had

fallen upon the American arms on land this year was alle

HE country was now rapidly drifting into an

other conflict with Great Britain .

sions of the British had for several years been

a subject of great anxiety and bitter animosity ,

which continually increased . Although the

United States maintained a strict neutrality while the

Napoleonic wars were raging between Great Britain

and France, their rights as a neutral nation were disregarded .

The embargo laid by Congress upon the shipping in Ameri

can ports was found so injurious to commercial interests

that it was repealed , and a non -intercourse act passed in its

place. In April, 1809, the English ambassador at Washing.

ton opened negotiations for the adjustment of the existing

difficulties, and consented to the withdrawal of the obnoxious

" Orders in Council ” so far as respected the United States,

on condition that they should repeal the act prohibiting in

tercourse with Great Britain . Upon this basis an agree

ment was effected , when the President issued a proclamation

declaring that as it had been officially communicated to the

United States that the “ Orders in Council ” would be re

pealed on the roth of June, trade might be resumed with

Great Britain after that date. As soon as intelligence of

this agreement on the part of their ambassador reached the

English government , the latter refused to ratify it on the

ground that he had exceeded his instructions , and imme

diately recalled him . The proclamation of the President was

then revoked, and the two governments resumed their for

mer relations. In addition to other injuries and encroach

ments upon the rights of the United States as neutrals, the

English government claimed the right to search American

vessels, and authorized its officers to examine their crews ,

seize all whom they chose to regard as British subjects, and

The aggres
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viated to a considerable extent, however, by their splendid

triumphs on the water. Soon after the new year had been

ushered in the sanguinary conflict at Frenchtown, on the

Raisin river, took place , resulting in the surrender of the

American forces. The prisoners taken on this occasion were

left to be tortured by the barbarous Indians under Proctor,

the infamous British commander, in direct violation of his

pledge for their safety . Several persons in St. Lawrence

county were arrested by the British authorities and confined

in Canada on charges of desertion . On February 7th , 1813 ,

Captain Forsyth , the commander of the post at Ogdensburg,

crossed to the Canadian shore with a small force, and cap

tured about fifty prisoners , and some military stores. In

retaliation Colonel McDonnell, on the 22nd of the same

month, crossed the river with a considerable force, and at

tacked Ogdensburg. Only a feeble garrison was stationed

there for its protection ; but this , with the aid of the citi

zens, defended the town gallantly , although they were finally

obliged to abandon it to the invaders . A large quantity of

military stores came into the enemy's possession, several

vessels were destroyed , and considerable damage was done

to the property of the citizens.

General Dearborn had been entrusted with the command

of the central division , and on the 25th of April detached a

force of seventeen hundred men, under General Pike, for a

descent upon Toronto, then known as York . They em

barked at Sackett's Harbor on board the squadron of Com

modore Chauncey, and landed on the 27th in the vicinity of

York in the face of a spirited fire from the enemy, whom

they soon drove back. The British before leaving their

fortifications had laid a train of combustible matter, and

connecting it with their magazine thus plotted the destruc

tion of the invaders . The scheme was in part successful,

for the Americans took the redoubts as they advanced, and

when within about fifty rods of the barracks the explosion

took place. General Pike was mortally wounded, and about

two hundred of his followers either killed or injured . The

troops were appalled at this disaster ; but at the order of

their dying commander they sprang forward and captured a

part of the retreating enemy, and drove the remainder from

the field . After the capture of Toronto the squadron re

turned , and preparations were made for an attack upon Fort

George , on the Niagara river, near Lake Ontario. A de

scent was made upon this point on the 27th of May, and

although meeting a stout resistance was in the end success

ful . On the landing of the troops Colonel Scott advanced

to attack an advantageous position held by the enemy, and

after a sharp conflict succeeded in dislodging them. General

Vincent, the British commander, in alarm , ordered the

evacuation of the remaining posts on the Niagara frontier,

and on retreating from Fort George caused the magazine

to be blown up. The greater part of the garrison made

their escape, but nearly four hundred regulars and five hun

dred militia were made prisoners. General Vincent re

treated with the view of taking a position on Burlington

Heights, and was followed by a detachment of the Ameri

cans ; but the British turned and attacked their pursuiers

in the night, and succeeded in capturing their generals, and

further pursuit was abandoned . Colonel Boerstler was de

tached with a force of about six hundred men to dislodge a

body of the enemy stationed at Beaver Dam, about seven .

teen miles from Fort George. Arriving in the vicinity of

that place he was attacked by a body of Indians in ambush ,

who kept up a conflict in their skulking manner until the

arrival of a reinforcement of British troops. The British

officer then sent a summons to the colonel to surrender, at

the same time magnifying the number of his troops . Colo

nel Boerstler believing that he had a superior force to con

tend with , and unable to obtain a reinforcement, surrendered

his detachment as prisoners of war.

During these offensive operations on the part of the

Americans , like expeditions were undertaken by the British .

The force at Sackett's Harbor having been reduced to aid

the expedition along the Niagara river, and the fleet of

Commodore Chauncey being at Fort George , Sir George

Prevost made an attempt to take the former post . On the

29th of May he appeared before the place with a force of

about one thousand men . It had been left in command of

Colonel Backus, who, aided by General Brown , so success

fully resisted the onslaught that the enemy, after sustaining

considerable loss, withdrew . This affair was followed by

considerable skirmishing along the New York side of Lake

Ontario, and on the 11th of July Colonel Bishop made an

attack upon the village of Black Rock, on the east side of

the Niagara river. In this conflict the British force was

repulsed with considerable loss, and their leader mortally

wounded.

Meanwhile Commodore Perry was preparing to dispute

the control of Lake Erie with the enemy. The Americans

had no efficient force upon that lake, and Perry, by unre

mitting exertions, built and equipped a fleet. of nine vessels.

Of these the “ Lawrence " and the “ Niagara " each carried

twenty guns, and the whole fleet but fifty - four. The British

fleet, under Commodore Barclay, consisted of six vessels, car

rying sixty -three guns . On the 10th of September the British

commander approached the American fleet with his vessels

arrayed in battle order, and Perry at once prepared for

action . With his flag -ship, the “ Lawrence," he advanced to

meet the enemy, and maintained an unequal conflict until

his ship was reduced to a complete wreck, and nearly all of

her crew either killed or wounded. At this juncture, and when

the enemy had a fair prospect of obtaining a brilliant vic

tory, Captain Elliot, commander of the " Niagara," who had

perceived the crippled and unmanageable condition of the

“ Lawrence, " moved forward to her aid ,and Perry, although

exposed to a continuous fire from the enemy, sprang into a

boat and proceeded to the “ Niagara ," to which he transferred

his fag. The action was then renewed with great vigor by

the remainder of the American squadron . They passed

fearlessly among the enemy's ships, dealing such a destruct

ive fire upon them that the whole fleet soon surrendered.

This important and brilliant victory was followed by one

under General Harrison , commander of the northwestern

division , who on the 5th of October defeated General

Proctor at the battle of the Thames. By these victories

the territory of Michigan , which had been so ingloriously

surrendered by General Hull at the commencement of the

war, was regained . Late in the autumn of this year an

unsuccessful attempt was made to invade Canada, under the

direction of General Wilkinson , who had succeeded Dear

born in the chief command of the northern army . The

American Generals Izard and Hampton were repulsed near

the border in Franklin county. General Wilkinson de

scended the St. Lawrence, and on the 19th of November, at

2
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Chrystler's Farm, near Williamsburg, an indecisive engage

ment took place, the Americans retreating to their boats

and abandoning further opertions.

The forces on the Niagara frontier had been so much re

duced that they were inadequate for its defense after the

British were reinforced by General Drummond. General

McClure, finding he would be obliged to abandon Fort

George, removed his military stores, and unnecessarily in

flicted great distress upon the citizens of the villages of

Queenston and Newark , reducing the latter place to ashes.

The British soon after retaliated by a series of cruel bar

barities along the Niagara frontier. On the 19th of Decem

ber a successful attack was made upon Fort Niagara, and

a large share of the garrison, together with the hospital

patients, were put to death without mercy . General Rial ,

with a detachment of Royal Scots and large body of In

dians , crossed the river, plundered and burned Lewiston ,

and inflicted barbarous cruelties upon the defenseless in

habitants. Youngstown, Manchester, Schlosser and the

Indian village of Tuscarora were devastated in the same

manner. On the 30th of this month an engagement took

place near the village of Black Rock, between General Rial's

force and the militia, resulting in the repulse of the latter

under General Hall. The villages of Black Rock and

Buffalo were abandoned by the Americans, and speedily

destroyed by the invaders.

In February, 1814, General Wilkinson dispatched a part

of his army to Sackett's Harbor, and removed from French

Mills to Plattsburg. The British had collected a strong.

force at La Colle Mills, on the Sorel, and General Wilkin

son resolved to dislodge them. On the 30th of March he

crossed the frontier and commenced the attack, but was re

pulsed and withdrew with his force to Plattsburg. In con

sequence of this failure he was removed from his command,

General Izard succeeding him .

The military stores deposited at Oswego Falls attracted

the attention of the British , and with the view of capturing

them a British squadron appeared before Oswego. As soon

as it was discovered information was sent to Captain Wool

sey of the navy, and the militia gathered under Colonel

Mitchell and gave the enemy such a spirited reception from

a battery prepared on the shore that boats approaching

found it prudent to return to their ships. The fleet ad

vanced, and the American force of only about three hun

dred defended their positions for several hours . A landing

was finally effected , and the little band , having maintained

their ground as long as it was possible against a vastly su

perior force, withdrew toward the Falls to defend the

stores, destroying the bridges in their rear. The British

disabled the ordnance of the fort, and on learning that the

bridges had been destroyed returned to Kingston. It was

deemed prudent, however, to remove the stores thus pre

served to Sackett's Harbor, and Captain Woolsey, aided by

a body of riflemen and Indians, set out for the accomplish

ment of this object. The British admiral was apprised of

the movement, and learning their destination through the

treachery of a boatman, dispatched a force to intercept them .

On the approach of the enemy Captain Woolsey's force put

into Sandy Creek, and Major Appling was landed with his

troops, which he concealed in ambush . The enemy fol

lowed and landed a detachment to pursue them . The Brit

ish having ascended the bank of the creek to the place of

concealment of Major Appling's men , the latter arose and

opened such a destructive fire upon them that they fell back

in confusion and left Captain Woolsey's expedition to pro

ceed to its destination without further molestation .

On the 3d of July, 1814. Fort Erie, on the west bank of

the Niagara, where it leaves Lake Erie , was surrendered to

an American force of 3,500 under General Brown, who then

moved on to Chippewa. Here they met and defeated the

enemy in a general action , the latter retreating to Fort

George, at the mouth of the river . The Americans pur

sued as far as Queenston Heights, whence they returned to

Chippewa .

On the 25th General Scott's brigade, while reconnoiter

ing in force, encountered the entire British army advantage

ously posted , and the battle of Lundy's Lane occurred .

The brigade of General Ripley came to the relief of Scott's

when the latter had maintained the engagement into the

evening , and after the brilliant capture of a British battery

the enemy gave up the field . The losses were exceedingly

severe on both sides.

The next day the Americans broke up
their camp and re

tired to Fort Erie unmolested
. Here they immediately

proceeded to strengthen their defenses. On the 4th of

August the enemy, having been reinforced , appeared and

invested the fort, then commanded by General Gaines. On

the 7th they opened fire upon the American lines , and be

fore dawn on the 15th a combined and furious assault was

commenced
. In their attack upon the left of the Ameri

can lines the enemy were repulsed four times with heavy

loss, and on the right they met with no better success . In

the center the conflict was desperate in the extreme, and the

enemy finally succeeded in gaining possession of the bastion ,

but their advance was suddenly checked by its explosion ,

and the combat shortly after ended in their defeat at every

point . They retreated to their camp with broken columns ,

having sustained a loss of nearly a thousand men . The

Americans continued to strengthen their defenses , and both

armies were reinforced . General Brown , having recovered

from his wounds, resumed command, and finding the enemy

were intent on prosecuting the siege, determined to make a

sortie to dislodge them and destroy their works . The Brit

ish force consisted of three brigades, each of which , in its

turn , was stationed at the batteries , while the others re

mained at their encampment about two miles distant . The

object in making the sortie was to defeat the brigade on

duty before it could be reinforced . On the 17th of Sep

tember the sortie was made, and resulted in the capture of

the British batteries and the destruction of their fortifica

tions . A few days afterward General Drummond left his

encampment before the fort, and returned to Chippewa.

No further offensive operations were carried on in this

quarter, and a few weeks later the fort was demolished and

the troops withdrawn to the New York shore.

While this siege was in progress, hostile movements of

greater magnitude were being made in other sections of

the country. The British army had been strongly rein

forced during the summer ; the city of Washington had been

captured and the public buildings destroyed , and the en

tire coast was held in a state of blockade by their fleet.

They contemplated a dismemberment of the Union by ob

taining possession of Lake Champlain and the Hudson from

the north , and capturing the city of New York ; believing
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that a division of the republic would thus be accomplished

and a separate peace concluded with the Eastern States,

whose discontent and opposition to the war were manifest .

The people were now fully aroused , and measures were im

mediately taken for the defense of New York . Its fortifica

tions were strengthened and strongly garrisoned . The in

vasion of New York by the way of Lake Champlain was

entrusted to General Prevost with about fourteen thousand

veteran troops from Wellington's army, and the aid of a

strong fleet carrying ninety guns. To oppose this formida

ble armament General Macomb, at Plattsburg, had only

fifteen hundred regular troops and about three thousand

militia , hastily collected and undisciplined. Commodore

McDonough , by almost incredible exertions, had in a short

time constructed a fleet carrying sixty - six guns . General

Izard had transferred a large portion of the troops from

this quarter to the Niagara frontier. Knowing the weakness

of the American force at Plattsburg, General Prevost hastily

organized and put his army in motion before the fleet was

ready for co - operation , and on the 6th of September his

advance reached Beekmanstown , where their progress was

disputed by a body of militia and a few regulars, who, how

ever, soon retreated toward Plattsburg, and tearing up the

bridge over the Saranac entered their entrenched camp.

The British advanced , and having taken possession of some

buildings near the river attempted to cross ; but they were

met with a shower of hot shot which proved so annoying

that they contented themselves with preparing for an assault

upon the fortifications. On the morning of the with the

British fleet under Commodore Downie was seen advancing

in line of battle, to engage the American ships at anchor in

the bay off Plattsburg. A fierce and determined conflict

followed , and in less than three hours the whole British

fleet, excepting a part of the galleys, which had made their

escape, surrendered. Simultaneously with the naval engage

ment General Prevost opened his batteries on the American

lines, and attempted to force a passage of the Saranac at

three different points, but at each place his troops were re

pulsed with great loss . On the surrender of the fleet, in

sight of both armies, further efforts to cross the river were

abandoned When night came General Prevost, in

great alarm , made a precipitate retreat from the town , leav

ing behind his sick and wounded, together with a large

quantity of military stores . This expedition was the last

undertaken for the invasion of this frontier, and its signal

defeat materially aided in bringing the war to a close . On

the 24th of December a treaty of peace was concluded at

Ghent, but before the welcome news had reached our shores

the British met with another disastrous defeat at New Or

leans :

the people was again called to this great undertaking. The

difficulties of the enterprise, however, were formidable. The

late war had drawn heavily upon the State treasury. The

preliminary measures for the construction of the canals had

already been attended with considerable expense, and the

people were loth to engage in an enterprise which they

plainly foresaw would be so insatiable in its demands upon

the public treasury. They were therefore slow to encourage

additional legislation for its prosecution, but through the

untiring energy and perseverance of De Witt Clinton an act

prepared by him was passed in April, 1817 , authorizing the

construction of the work . Governor Tompkins, having been

elected Vice - President of the United States, resigned his

office as governor ; and in April De Witt Clinton , the ar

dent and zealous advocate of the system of internal improve

ment, was elected to succeed him . On the 4th of July,

1817 , the Erie Canal was commenced at Rome, and in

October, 1817 , that portion of it between Utica and Rome

was opened to navigation .

In 1821 an act was passed by the Legislature authorizing

a convention to be called to revise the State constitution .

This convention met at Albany, and after a lengthy session

adopted a constitution , which was subsequently ratified by

the people, and under its provisions the State was governed

for a quarter of a century. By the new constitution the

time of holding the State elections was changed from April

to Novernber, and the officers elected were to enter upon

their official duties on the ist of January. Joseph C. Yates

was elected governor in 1822 , and was succeeded in 1824 by

De Witt Clinton , The Erie Canal having been completed ,

the first flotilla of canal boats left Buffalo for New York on

the 26th of October, 1825. Intelligence of its departure

was communicated to New York in one hour and twenty

minutes by the discharge of cannon stationed at points

within hearing distances of each other along the entire

route . The occasion was celebrated with great rejoicing

throughout the State .

The first State charter for the construction of a railroad

was granted in 1826 . The points to be connected were

Albany and Schenectady, and the road was completed in

1831. Although the road was but rudely constructed , the

advantages of this new mode of transportation were so ob

vious that railroads were soon after projected in various

parts of the State .

On the evening of February 11th , 1828, Governor Clinton

suddenly expired. This unexpected and sad event was

deeply lamented throughout the community. Amid dis

couragements of every kind , and of a magnitude that would

have filled ordinary men with dismay, he had persevered

with unflagging energy , and accomplished measures which

in succeeding years proved eminently beneficial to the best

interests of the State . On the death of Clinton , Nathaniel

Pitcher, then lieutenant -governor, succeeded to the govern

orship for the remainder of the term , and in November

Martin Van Buren was elected to succeed him . In March

following Van Buren was appointed to an office in President

Jackson's cabinet , and resigned the governorship , which de

volved upon Enos T. Throop , who was elected to the office

at the succeeding election in 1830.

In February, 1832 , the State Agricultural Society was

formed at a convention of its friends in Albany, but received

no support from the State until it was reorganized in 1841

on

CHAPTER XVI .

T RIE CANAL AND RAILROAD-THE STATE ADMINIS

TRATION--NEW YORK IN THE CIVIL WAR.

HE construction of the Erie and Champlain

canals , which had been projected just at the

breaking out of the war, had been virtually

abandoned by the repeal of the act authorizing

the commissioners to borrow funds for the

prosecution of the work . But on the termination of

the war the policy was revived , and the attention of
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and measures were adopted for raising funds and holding

annual fairs . In April , 1832 , an act was passed chartering

a company to construct the New York and Erie Railway ,

and four years later the comptroller was directed to issue

State bonds to the amount of $3,000,000 to aid the enter

prise . In November, 1832 , William L. Marcy was elected to

succeed Throop as governor of the State . In 1833 a legis

lative act was passed authorizing the construction of the

Chenango Canal, connecting the Erie Canal at Utica with

the Susquehanna river at Binghamton . In April , 1835 , the

Legislature passed an act by which the schools in the State

were to be provided with libraries. Near the close of this

year a great conflagration occurred in New York city, con

suming property to the amount of eighteen millions of dollars .

In 1838 William H. Seward was elected governor of the

State, and in 1842 was succeeded by William C. Bouck.

After the death of the patroon Stephen Van Rensselaer,

disturbances arose in Rensselaer, Albany , and other coun

ties from the tenants refusing to fulfill the obligation of their

leases, which in 1844 assumed serious aspects . The tenants

organized and arrayed themselves in opposition to the en

forcement of legal proceedings, and outrages were often

committed upon executive officers in the discharge of their

duties. Many of the tenants on the Van Rensselaer manor were

seriously aggrieved by the demands of their landlords under

the provisions of ancient leases , which for a long time had

been suspended and the revival and enforcement of which

threatened to ruin them. Silas Wright was elected governor

in November, 1844, and on assuming the duties of chief

magistrate in January following called the attention of

the Legislature to these anti-rent outrages, which continued

to increase . Stringent laws were passed for the punishment

of offenders; but the excitement still prevailed , and lawless

acts were committed by members of an organization of anti

renters disguised as Indians . These occurred so frequently

that it became necessary to order out the military to sup

press the insurrection . In 1846 the Legislature passed laws

to abolish distress for rents , ” and facilitate legal remedies

by extending the time for a re-entry ” on lands for its

non -payment , and during the ensuing year those who had

participated in these outrages were pardoned by a procla
mation.

Through the energy and genius of Professor Morse the

magnetic telegraph was added to our list of public facilities

for intercommunication , and as early as 1845 various lines

were in process of construction through the country. A

constitutional convention having been called, met at Albany

on the ist of June, 1846, and continued in session upward

of four months. The amendments to the State constitution

adopted by that body were ratified by the people in

November, and John Young was elected governor of the

State.

The annexation of Texas to the Union led to hostilities

between Mexico and the United States, and on the inth of

May, 1846, Congress declared that by the acts of the Mexi

cans war existed between the two nations. The Americans

were victorious in all important engagements with the Mex

ican army, and the part taken by the troops from the State

of New York was conspicuous and highly creditable to

their valor. Peace was concluded on the end of February,

1848. In November of the same year Hamilton Fish was

elected governor.

By the census of 1850 it was found that the population

of the State amounted to upward of three millions , being

an increase of two and a half millions in half a century .

In November of this year Washington Hunt was elected to

succeed Hamilton Fish as governor of the State.

a candidate for re -election in 1852 , but was defeated by

Horatio Seymour. In 1854 an amendment was made to the

State constitution requiring the appropriation of an annual

sum during a term of four years for the enlargement of the

Erie and the completion of other canals in the State. In

November of the same year Myron H. Clark was elected

governor. In 1855 the State contained about three thousand

miles of railroad , constructed at an aggregate cost of $ 125,

000,000 . In 1856 John A. King was elected governor, and

at the expiration of his term was succeeded in 1858 by

Edwin D. Morgan.

A list of the governors of New York, in a single para

graph , with the dates of their election, will be found con

venient for reference . From the organization of the State

government in 1777 , governors have been elected as

follows :

In 1777 , 1792 and the four intervening elections , and in

1801 , George Clinton ; 1795 and 1798, John Jay ; 1804,

Morgan Lewis ; 1807 , 1810, 1813 and 1816, Daniel D.

Tompkins ; 1817 ( Tompkins having been elected Vice

President', 1820, 1824 and 1826 , De Witt Clinton ; 1822 ,

Joseph C. Yates ; 1828 , Martin Van Buren ; 1830, Enos T.

Throop; 1832 , 1834 , 1836 , William L. Marcy; 1838 , 1840 ,

William H. Seward ; 1842 , William C. Bouck ; 1844, Silas

Wright ; 1846, John Young ; 1848, Hamilton Fish ; 1850,

Washington Hunt; 1852 , 1862 , Horatio Seymour ; 1854 ,

Myron H. Clark ; 1856 , John A. King ; 1858, 1860 , Edwin

D. Morgan ; 1864 , 1866 , Reuben E. Fenton ; 1868 , 1870,

John T. Hoffman ; 1872 , John A. Dix ; 1874, Samuel J.

Tilden ; 1876, Lucius Robinson .

The recognition of slavery in the Territories belonging

to the United States having been earnestly combatted for

several years , the difficulty finally terminated in a gigantic

civil war. On the election of Abraham Lincoln to the

Presidency in 1860, upon principles of avowed hostility to

the extension of slavery, and the failure to effect a com

promise by which slavery should be recognized or tolerated

in any portion of the Territories, the Southern States re

solved to secede from the Union and organize a separate

government. The capture by the Confederates of Fort

Sumter was the first overt act of the Rebellion , and upon its

occurrence, in April , 1861 , active hostilities were begun , and

before the close of the year one hundred and fifteen regi

ments had been put into the field by the State of New

York . In July, 1863 , during the execution of the draft

ordered by an act of Congress for recruiting the Union

army, a terrible riot occurred in the city of NewYork . The

police were unable to check its progress and for several

days the city was convulsed and overwhelmed with tumult,

rapine and murder. The outbreak was finally quelled by

the interposition of the military, but not until a large amount

of property had been destroyed and a considerable number

of lives lost. The war was prolonged until the spring of

1865 , when it terminated with the complete success of the

Union cause, and peace has since prevailed.

By the census of 1875 the State was found to contain

4,705,000 inhabitants. Within a period of two and a half

centuries this immense population had accumulated, and

from the almost pathless wilderness, in the beginning trodden

only by wild beasts and savages, it has by industry and en

terprise removed the primeval forests, reared large and nu .

merous cities, and constructed vast and magnificent public

works, which conspicuously appear in all partswhat is

justly termed the " Empire State.” With the full enjoy

ment of peace, it continues to advance with accelerated and

rapid strides, in accord with its proud and becoming motto,
" Excelsior."He was
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CHAPTER I.

RELICS AND THEORIES OF THE EARLIEST INHABITANTS OF

WESTERN NEW YORK.

were

HE historian of the former inhabitants of any

country region is confronted at the outset by

various difficulties. The question arises who

and what the progenitors of these

inhabitants ? and who were their ancestors ? and

so on .

Ethnologists have hitherto been hampered in

their investigations by the assumption that the human

family had no existence prior to the advent of Adam ,

and that wherever upon the surface of this planet man

is found it is necessary to trace him back to his origin

at a particular point in Asia, about six thousand years since

and to show, conjecturally at least, by what possible migra

tions he arrived in the distant region where he was dis

covered , and what climatic or other influences have wrought,

within that limited period , the wide diverger.ce which ap

pears between him and the men of other regions . That a

solution of these problems under such an assumption is en

vironed by great, if not insurmountable difficulties, is shown

by the fact that nothing but insufficient, and in many cases

absurd, hypotheses have as yet been advanced .

The rapid advance of science in modern times has led

many to a belief in the existence of pre-Adamitic man.
In

adopting this belief they have not called in question the

truth of Genesis, but have insisted that it has hitherto been

incorrectly interpreted .

As early as 1655 a work was published in Europe, setting

forth the doctrine of the existence of pre -Adamites on

purely Scriptural grounds. Anthropological and ethnologi

cal science had scarcely an existence then , and such a bold

innovation without their support could of course make but

little headway.

The adoption of this doctrine removes some of the diffi

culties which tlie historian encounters. In the case of the

aborigines of this country, he is freed from the perplexing

and useless task of endeavoring to show whether they came

from Egypt, Asia, or Europe, or by what routes they came.

He is also freed from the task of tracing far fetched re

semblances in language, religious beliefs or ceremonies,

domestic , social , or national customs, or physical con

formation .

There exist in this country, and to some extent in west

ern New York, evidences of its former occupancy by a

people whose customs were, in some respects, different from

those of the Indians who were found here near the close of

the fifteenth century. These evidences consist of the

sepulchral and other mounds or tumuli in the West and

South , and of the defensive works which are found in this

region . Of the people who constructed these mounds and

forts no tradition was preserved by the pre-Columbian In

dians , and in and around them many relics have been found,

concerning the former use of which even the ingenuity of

archæologists has failed to form a conjecture.

The opinion has been held that these people were not the

progenitors of the present race of Indians , but that they

were expelled from the country or exterminated by those

from whom these Indians descended . The correctness of

this opinion is doubted by many modern ethiologists, who

insist that gradual changes in the surroundings of a people,

extending through indefinite periods of time , are sufficient

to account for those things which have been regarded as

evidences of a distinct race of people. They insist , too , that

in the absence of recorded history it is not strange that in

the lapse of time many of the customs, the significance of

the monuments and works, and even the existence of a

people should pass into oblivion among their descendants.

It is not necessary, and it would be improper, to discuss

this question here. These mementos of the long ago exist,

and as archæologists become more skilled in searching after

them more are discovered, notwithstanding the fact that

time, the ax and the plough tend constantly to obliterate

the traces of their existence .

In recent times individuals, associations and public institu

tions have become impressed with the importance of preserv

ing these relics of bygone ages, and with commendable zeal

they are engaged in collecting them in cabinets and museums,

where they may be preserved and studied in future. The

national museum at Washington contains many thousands

of these relics, and the cabinets of historical societies are

constantly being enriched by accessions of them. Recently,

Mr. W. P. Letchworth , of Glen Iris, near Portage, has at his

own expense established such a museum .
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Want of space forbids even a catalogue of all the works

that have been discovered in western New York, of the ori

gin and builders of which there exists not even a tradition .

Probably many others have been leveled by the plough , and

forgotten , if their character was ever known , and perhaps

still others, the relics of periods antecedent to these, have

been obliterated by time .

There are regions the peculiar topography of which ren

ders them well adapted to the wants of people, and which

at the same time does much toward shaping and molding

the character of that people. Western and central New

York appear to have long been the habitat of a wild , inde

pendent and warlike race, and the physical features of the

region are adapted to the wants of just such a people as

the works and relics found in it indicate , and as were repre

sented by its inhabitants at the time of its settlement by

Europeans.

On the point of land between Philip's creek and the

Genesee river at their junction was a circular mound, fifteen

or sixteen feet in diameter at the base, and several feet high .

It was plainly visible as late as 1828 and for years afterward .

It stood in the midst of a thick growth of pine timber,

which at that time covered the whole area now occupied by

the village of Belmont, and was covered with mosses and

wood- vines common to the locality . This mound has now

entirely disappeared . In 1849 and 1850, when the railroad

was constructed , human bones were exhumed in the vicinity

in considerable numbers. Some of them were of uncom

mon size , evidently those of a very large person . On the

opposite side of the river, near the western end of the rail

road bridge , was the terminus of an embankment five or six

feet across at the base , and sloping gradually toward the

top, which was four or five feet above the level of the sur

rounding land . This embankment was continuous from

that place to a point not far from the county clerk's office,

and on its summit grew large pine trees, distributed along

its entire length as thickly as elsewhere in the vicinity .

From the southeastern terminus of the embankment to a

point near the Rase grist-mill , on the western bank of

the river, and about sixty rods up-stream from the begin

ning of the embankment, could be distinctly traced a trench

of considerable width , and from three to five feet deep , in

which , also, grew pine trees of large size . About a mile

north from these remains was a similar and somewhat larger

embankment extending in a nearly east and west course from

near the old Downing house to the bank of the river on the

Cornell farm , and which was, like the first, overgrown with

pine timber. In different parts of the town excavations in

the ground , somewhat irregular in form and about five feet

deep and five or six feet across, were found, some of them

near the course of the road running from Phillipsville

station to the summit of the hill near the northern boundary

of lot No. 21 . The most searching inquiries of the Indians,

who were quite numerous in the vicinity during the earlier

period of white occupancy failed to elicit any information

as to the age and origin of these remains . It is stated that

the Indians disclaimed any agency in their construction , and

asserted that for generations their history and origin had

been the subject of speculation among their wisest men .

This fact , coupled with the evidence of antiquity manifest

in the presence of full grown pine trees upon the embank

ments and in the trench, would tend to strengthen the theory

that they are the remains of fortifications constructed by a

race of people now extinct, other evidences of whose exis.

tence in this country , previous to its occupation by the In

dians, have been discovered .

A number of years ago , while some men were making an

excavation in the side of an acclivity in the village of Bel

mont, they came upon some charcoal several feet below the

surface of the ground , which had evidently been made by

burning wood there at some remote time by former occu

pants of the locality .

In connection with what lias been stated as evidence

that different conditions existed in the valley of the Genesee

at some time in the distant past, it will not be out of place

to refer to a discovery made many years ago while Mr.

Harrison Parker and others were digging the well on the

premises of the early school-house, and more recent hotel,

on the corner of Schuyler and South streets, in Belinont.

The work had advanced to a depth of about twelve feet,

when one of the men in the well unearthed a portion of a

large hemlock tree in a good state of preservation, to which

the bark still adhered. In view of the facts that the land in

the vicinity had not at that time been cleared of a heavy

growth of pine timber, among which there were very few

hemlock trees and those, it is stated , of no considerable

growth , and that a sufficient period had elapsed since the

large hemlock had fallen to allow of the formation of a layer

of made earth twelve feet thick , on which a forest of pine

trees had grown to maturity, it would seem that the date

of the growth of the hemlock must have been of considera

ble antiquity , and that it and the persons who made the fire,

the remains of which were found at about an equal depth

below the surface, must have been contemporaneous or

nearly so.

CHAPTER II .

THE IROQUOIS — THEIR MIGRATIONS—THEIR NATIONAL AND

TRIBAL RELATIONS .

HE first settlements in western New York were

made subsequent to the year 1640. At that

time the region was inhabited by a people who

termed themselves Ho-de-no - sau -nee, or People

of the Long House. By the southern Indians they

were called Massowamacs ; by the Dutch , Maquaas,

aud by the French , Iroquois, by which designation they

have since usually been known .

Nothing is known of their history previous to the settle .

ment of the country by the whites. According to their

traditions, they once occupied a region north from the St.

Lawrence, where they were weak in numbers and subject

to the Algonquins, who occupied the country farther north

from that river . Having been vanquished in a war with the

Adirondacks , they fled from the country , and came by way

of the St. Lawrence and Lake Ontario to the Oswego

river, through which they entered central New York. As

nearly as can be learned from their traditions they lived to

gether for a time near Seneca river. As they increased,

however, they sought new territory. A portion went to the
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“ open door. "

region of the Mohawk and became the Mohawk nation.

They were termed Ga -ne- a -ga- o -no, or People who Possessed

the Flint.

Another portion migrated to the east and resided for a

time, but subsequently separated into two bands , one of

which occupied the region at the eastern extremity of Oneida

lake, and the other settled in what is now the Onondaga

valley . The former were known as O -na - yote- ka -o -no, or

Granite People (Oneidas), : nd the latter as O -nun -da -ga -o -no,

or People of the Hills Onondagas). The remainder sub

sequently separated . A portion located on the eastern bank

of Cayuga lake. They were termed Gwe- ra -gwch -o -no, or

People at the Mucky Land (Cayugas). The other portion

spread westward to the Genesee river, and made their capi

tal at the head of Canandaigua lake . They were called

Nun - da -wa - o -no, or Great Hill People .

This appears to be the substance of their traditions con

cerning their migrations to the regions occupied by them .

There were other traditionary legends among them of a

highly fanciful or poetic character. One of these was,

briefly, that the Holder of the Heavens released them from

the ground, and remained with them in the form of a man ,

to whom they gave the name of Hi- a -wat-ha, signifying in

their language a very wise man . He taught them their arts

and counseled them in everything . Under his instruction

their confederacy was formed . He was finally translated in

a white canoe in the midst of aerial music.

Their traditions further state that after their separation

into distinct nations conflicting interests, jealousies and

rivalries brought dissensions and wars among them . The

recollection of their common origin, however, and a wise

prevision of what would conduce to their common welfare ,

led to the establishment among them of the confederation

or league, which insured harmony and prosperity among

them, and rendered them a terror to surrounding nations ;

and also in later time challenged the admiration of legis

lators and statesmen .

When this confederacy was established is not known. It

has been surmised that it was early in the sixteenth century,

and some fix the date at 1635 ; but probably it was long

previous to that . Their traditions concerning it fix no date,

but say that it was long ago . They also say that the founder

of the league was Da -ga -no -we-da, and that the place where

the first council fire was lighted , and where the councils of

the confederacy have since been held , was on the northern

shore of Onondaga lake (Ga-nun -ta -ah ).

This league was not simply an offensive and defensive al

liance of the nations, liable to dissolution at any time. It

resembled , in many respects, the union of the States in this

government . The central government was administered on

the plan of that of each nation , but these governments were

oligarchies instead of republics . The compact was not the

outgrowth of necessity which developed gradually ; but it

resulted from one protracted legislative council . When the

confederacy was organized , fifty officers were created, and

names were given to each . They were distributed among

the nations unequally. The Mohawks had nine , the Oneidas

nine, the Onondagas fourteen , the Cayugas ten , and the

Senecas eight . Although these offices were hereditary, no

one could become a ruler or sachem till he was raised to

that dignity by a council of the sachems of the confederacy ,

and when so raised he dropped his own name and assumed

that of the sachemship . These, like all Indian names, had

their significance. One of the sachems in the Seneca nation

was known as Do-ne- no -ga -weh, or The

Senecas were the door keepers of the long house (as the

confederacy was called ), and it was the duty of this sachem

to watch the door - hence his name . One of the Mohawk

sachemships was called Ha-yo -went-hu , “ the man who

combs.” Tradition relates that when the confederacy was

formed there was among the Onondagas an eminent ruler

and warrior named To -do-du -ho (tangled) , whose head was

covered with tangled serpents, and that these were combed

out of his hair by the Mohawk, who was therefore called

Ha -yo -went-ha.

To some of these sachemships was attached greater

dignity than to others, yet this was purely honorary, and

each sachem had an equal voice in the affairs of the con

federacy . These sachems, who when in council con

stituted the legislative body of the league, were also the

rulers in their respective nations. Some of them , to whom

were assigned special functions, had assistants or sub

sachems , who were at the same time their messengers or

runners and counsellors, and stood behind them on public

occasions .

Each nation of the confederacy was entirely independent

of every other in all matters of a purely local character, and

each sachem was the peer of every other in council , except

so far as his ability made him the superior of his fellows .

The name for the class of sachems was no -yar -na -go -war,

which means “ counsellor of the people," and the use of

the name was appropriate in this case. As has before

been stated the office of sachem was hereditary, but each

required to be raised or invested by the council with the

authority of his office. Such was the law of descent among

the Iroquois that a sachemship could never pass from the

tribe and family to which it was originally assigned .

An inferior class of officers came into existence during

the later years of the confederacy, even after their inter

course with the whites commenced . These were the chiefs ,

or, as the name of the office (ha-seh -no-wa-neh) indicates,

elevated names." They were elective and their number

was not limited . At first their functions were circumscribed

and local , but their influence has gradually increased till ,

in some respects, it is equal to that of the sachems. The

powers of both are of a purely civil character. A sachem

or chief went upon the war path as a common warrior. In

deed , the Iroquois had no class military chiefs or war leaders,

though many of their war captains were elected chiefs as a

reward for their valor. Their war methods were singular

and difficult of comprehension and explanation . They had

two military chieftaincies, the function of which was to

supervise and direct warlike matters when two or more na

tions were engaged in warlike undertakings ; but the chief

tains were not by virtue of their offices commanders in the

field . Any individual might organize a war party and en

gage in hostilities against any nation with whom they were

not positively in alliance . The two war chieftaincies , like

the sachemships , were hereditary , and were assigned to the

Seneca nation . In their warlike operations the policy of

the Iroquois seems always to have been not the extermina

tion of their foes, but their subjugation and adoption , and it

is said that the Kahkwas and Eries were offered the alter

native of extinction or adoption . The result of this policy
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Space will not permit a detail of the manner of proceed

ing at their councils whereby this unanimity was reached .

At the commencement of the Revolution the council of the

confederacy could not agree to make war against the

states, and each nation was left free to act on its own re

sponsibility.

Their councils were of three kinds : civil , for the trans

action of business pertaining to the nations ; mourning, for

lamenting the death of their sachems and the investiture of

their successors ; and religious, for religious observances. It

is not practicable to give here a detail of their manner of

summoning councils, or of their ceremonies and festivities

when convened .

The chief sources of enjoyment for the Iroquois appeared

to be the chase, the war path , and the council fire. This

confederation remains essentially the same as in former

times, though the nations are scattered and their numbers

reduced to a mere fraction of what they once were. Their

national and tribal relations are maintained, and their coun

cil fire is occasionally kindled for raising up sachems as for

merly . Morgan says of this confederation : “ All things

considered , the Iroquois oligarchy excites a belief of its

superiority over those of antiquity. Those of Greece were

exceedingly unstable, and therefore incline us to regard

them as transition states of their institutions ; while that of

the Ho- ide -no - sau -nee was guarded in so many ways for

the resistance of political changes that it would have re

quired a very energetic popular movement for its over

throw . "

was the extension of their power and influence, till about

the year 1700 they dominated a large portion of the territory

now embraced in the United States . Tradition says that

when the nations separated from the parent stock a portion

wandered away and settled on the Neuse river in North

Carolina . They came to be designated Dus-ga - o-weh -o -no,

or Shirt -wearing People ; and when, about 1712 , they were

expelled from their southern home they sought a habitation

among theHo-de-no-sau-nee because of their common origin ,

and after their adoption the confederation was known as the

Six Nations .

It has been said of this confederation : “ The crowning

feature of the league as a political structure was the perfect

independence and individuality of the national sovereignties,

in the midst of a central embracing government which pre

sented such a cemented exterior that its subdivision would

scarcely have been discovered in the general transactions

of the league."

In addition to the division of the Iroquois nations ,

a tribal division existed in these nations ; and a knowl

edge of the relations arising out of this division is ne

necessary to a comprehension of that which gave permanency

to their political organization . Each nation was divided

into eight tribes, named Wolf, Bear, Beaver, Turtle, Deer,

Snipe, Heron, Hawk, and represented by figures of those

animals or birds. In effect each tribe was divided into five

parts and one of these parts was in each nation . Each mem

ber of any tribe considered all the other members of the

same tribe as much his brothers and sisters as if they were

really the children of the same mother . This tribal rela

tionship was stronger than the tie which bound nation to

nation . It was, in fact, a double confederation . One na

tion could not separate from the other without sundering

the ties which bound together the members of eight tribes

or families .

This division into tribes and the relation of members of

these tribes to each other regulated many of the institutions

of the Iroquois. Members of the same tribe being con

sidered brothers and sisters , marriages among them were

not permitted. Originally Bear, Wolf, Beaver and Turtle were

considered brothers, as also were the other four, and the

members of these tribes were not allowed to intermarry; but

gradually the rule has relaxed till now only the members of

the same tribe are prohibited. By reason of this prohibition

two tribes were represented in every family.

The Tuscarora nation has now but seven tribes, and the

Mohawk and Oneida but three each — the Wolf, Bear and

Turtle . Formerly there must have been others, for accord

ing to the original laws of the league these were considered

brothers and they could not intermarry.

Among these people all property, rights, and titles, de

scended in the line of the female instead of the male . The

son of a sachem , therefore, " could neither succeed his father

as a sachem , nor inherit from him even his medal or his

tomahawk. "

It may be remarked here, that although the power of the

sachems, and later of the sachems and chiefs, seemed abso

lute, yet sometimes the warriors , and even the women , as in

the case of the council at Big Tree, exerted an influence

that was potent . In decisions by their councils entire unan

imity was always requisite. After a discussion of the matter

before them a single dissentingvoice defeated any proposition .

CHAPTER III .

NEU
NUMBERS AND LOCATIONS OF THE SENECAS—THE

TRAL ” NATION—THE ERIES .

URING the seventeenth century the Iroquois, of

whom the Senecas were the most powerful na

tion , were almost constantly engaged in war .

Says a historian : “ At the close of this period,

they ha i subdued, and they held in nominal sub

jection, all the principal Indian nations occupying

the territory which is now embraced in the States of

New York, Delaware , Maryland, New Jersey , Pennsylvania,

the northern and western parts of Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky ,

northern Tennessee, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan , a portion

of the New England States, and the principal part of Upper

Canada . Over these nations the haughty and imperious

Iroquois exercised a constant supervision . If any of them

became involved in domestic difficulties a delegation of

chiefs went among them and restored tranquillity. Some of

these nations , like the Delawares, they prohibited from go

ing out to war, having denationalized them by taking from

them all civil powers. Such was the general awe

and fear inspired by their warlike achievements that they

dictated to Indian nations their own terms of intercourse ,

and insisted upon the fulfillment of their requirements. "

The brief sketch of the Iroquois confederation which has

been given is necessary to enable the reader to comprehend

a

* * *
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ye houses had all fallen , butt itt was onely ye Inhabitants

driving away ye ghosts of ye murthered.

“ The 18th going to Canagorah we overtook ye prisoners ;

when the soudiers saw us they stopped each his prisoner

and made him sing, and cutt off their fingers and slasht

their bodies with a knife , and when they had sung each man

confessed how many men in his time he had killed . Thatt

day ati Canagorah there were most cruelly burnt four men,

four women and one boy . The cruelty lasted aboutt seven

hours. When they were almost dead letting them loose to

the mercy of ye boys, and taking the hearts of such as were

dead to feast on .

Canoenada lyes about four miles to ye Southward of

Canagorah , conteynes about 30 houses well furnished with

66

corne .

the character of the Senecas, who inhabited Western New

York , and the elements of that strength which rendered them

a terror to the savage nations north, west and south from

them , and a serious obstacle in the way of the ambitious

projects of the French in Canada.

The original habitat of the Senecas was the country be

tween Cayuga Lake and Genesee river. As has already been

stated , these Indians termed themselves Nun -da -wa - o -no, or

“ People of the Great Hill.” They knew nothing of the

name Seneca, except as applied to them by outsiders . As

with other Indian proper names the spelling for a long time

varied ; the nation being often called in old documents the

Sinnekes, and given some sixty other names, mostly similar.

The later classical form of the word certainly an im

provement, in spite of its coincidence with the name of the

ancient philosopher. Though the same name is applied to

this division of “ the Romans of the New World " that was

great among the Romans of the seven hills , it is pleasant to

be able to consider it a slight modification of a native word,

and not an instance of the stupid wholesale application of

classic titles in the geography of Western New York . The

French sometimes called the Senecas Tsonnontonians cr

Sonnonthouans.

One of the first allusions to the nation by Europeans

occurs in a Jesuit “ relation ” dated 1644-45 , and is as

follows : “ Toward the termination of the great lake called

Ontario is located the most numerous of the Five Nations ,

named the Senecas, which contains full twelve hundred men

in two or three villages , of which it is composed." In 1677

Wentworth Greenhalgh passed through the " long house " of

the Iroquois from end to end and made a detailed report of

his journey and observations, from which the following is

extracted :

“ The Senecas have four towns , viz . , Canagora, Tiotohat

ton , Canoenada and Keint-he. Canagora and Tiotohatton

lye within 30 miles of ye Lake ffrontenacque [Ontario) , and

ye other two ly about four or five miles apiece to ye south

ward of those. They have abundance of corne ; none of

their towns are stockadoed .

" Canagorah lyes on the top of a great hill [ Boughton hill ,

near Victor, Ontario county ), and in that, as well as in the

bignesse, much like Onondago , containing 150 houses,

northwestward of Caiouga 72 miles. Here ye Indians were

very desirous to see us ride our horses (probably the first

they ever saw ) , wch wee did : they made great feasts and

dancing

“ Tiotohatton lyes on the brincke or edge of a hill; has not

much cleared ground; is near the river Tiotehatton, wch

signifies bending. It lies to the westward of Canagorah

about 30 miles, containing about 120 houses , being ye largest

of all the houses wee saw , ye ordinary being 50 a 60 feet

long , with 12 a 13 fires in one house. They have good

store of corne , growing about a mile to the Northward of the

“ Keint-he lyes aboutt four or five miles to ye Southward

of Tietehatton ; contayns about 24 houses well furnished

with corne .

The Senecques are counted to bee in all aboutt 1,000

fighting men."

In 1684 Father Lamberville, dissuading La Barre from at

tacking the Senecas , gave the number of their warriors at

1,500 . In 1698 there was made an official census of the

Five Nations, in which it was reported that the “ Sinnickes "

had dwindled to 600 from 1,300 , their number in 1689. In

1763 Sir William Johnson estimated the men of the nation as

numbering 1,050, and mentioned that it had " several vil

lages beginning about 50 m. from Cayuga, and from thence

to Chenussio [Geneseo ),the largest , about 70 m. from Niagara,

with others thence to the Ohio ." In 1770 he reported that

there were 1,000 of the Seneca warriors. The fighting

strength of this nation was generally equal to that of all the

other Iroquois. This was stated by Governor Tryon to be

the case in 1774 , when , on the excellent authority of Sir Wil

liam Johnson, he reported the total number of Iroquois

warriors at 2,000.

A tradition of the Senecas says that at the time of their

greatest prosperity a census of the nation was taken “ by

placing a kernel of white flint corn for each Seneca in a

corn husk basket , which , from the description of its size ,

would hold ten or twelve quarts. Taking the smallest size

and making the estimate accordingly will give the number of

Senecas alone at 17,760."

When the Senecas first became known to the whites their

villages were scattered from Seneca lake half way to the

Niagara. In 1669 , when La Salle made his first visit to

their country, their four principal villages were from ten to

twenty miles south of the falls of the Genesee, and to the

eastward of that river . Mention is made of cabins of the

Senecas on the Niagara in 1678 and 1736. General Amherst,

writing in 1763 , mentions the Kanadaseegy and Canadaraggo

castles , the former of which, more commonly spelled Kana

daseaga , stood on the site of Geneva. These are presuma

bly the villages which Sir William Johnson , in his enumera

tion of the Indians in 1763 , calls Kandasero and Kanadaragey,

and mentions as being in the English interest , while the rest

of the nation was hostile. There were , in Sir William's

time, two castles of the tribe at Chenussio, once their west

ern outpost , and a village called Chenondoanah stood on

the west bank of the Genesee, some fifteen miles from its

mouth .

Previous to the settlement of this country by the whites

*

a

town.

“ Being at this place the 17th of June, there came 50 pris

oners from the Southwestward . They were of two nations

some whereof have few guns; the others none at all . One

nation is about 10 days ' journey from any Christian and

trade only with one great house, not far from the sea, and

the other trade only, as they say, with a black people . This

day of them was burnt two women, and a man and a child

killed with a stone. All night we heard a great noyse as if
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the roads over which the Indians passed in going from vil

lage to village, or from one region to another on hunting ex

cursions or hostile expeditions, were termed trails .

These consisted of paths, sometimes from twelve to

eighteen inches in width, and often they were worn to a

depth of from six to twelve inches, according to the charac

ter of the soil . These trails connected village with village ,

and many of the main ones ran along the sides of rivers,

in or near the valleys of which these villages sprang up .

The same trails were probably used during centuries ; for

the routes were determined , as were the locations of the

villages, by a sort of natural selection , and the habits and

customs of the Indians were not such as to effect changes

that would in their turn require changes in these locations .

An inspection of a map on which these trails are traced

will show that they very nearly coincided with the present

main avenues of travel through this State .

A main trail extended from the site of Albany to that of

Buffalo, over almost the exact route subsequently followed

by the main turnpike, and later, generally , by the Central

railroad . From this trails branched , traversing valleys,

skirting lakes, and connecting with other main trails .

There was also a trail running from near Oswego along

Lake Ontario at a short distance from the shore to the

site of Rochester, and thence along the “ Ridge" to

Niagara river . From Rochester two trails ran through the

Genesee valley — one on each side of the river - through the

villages along that valley as far as Caneadea, the last of the

Seneca villages in it . Thence it extended south and west to

the O - hee -yo, or “ beautiful river," as the Senecas termed the

Allegany. It was one of the routes from the main trails which

passed through Rochester and Avon (Cannawagus), to the

Allegany river and the south west.

There were, of course , other trails which led from place

to place in various directions, the traces and the memory of

which are now obliterated ; but those of which mention has

been made were some of the main thoroughfares over which

the Indians had traveled , singly or in long files, probably

during many centuries.

The Kahkwas were first mentioned under date of May

19th , 1641 , by the Jesuit Father L'Allemant,' who reported

from St. Mary's Mission , an outpost of the church near the

eastern end of Lake Huron , the tour of two of his black

robed brethren in the preceding year to the neighborhood

of the Niagara river . His narrative is interesting chiefly as

showing approximately the date at which Europeans first

visited this region , and giving an account of the people

whom they found in possession . Its importance in these

respects is such as to demand its reproduction .

" Jean De Breboeuf and Joseph Marie Chaumonot, two

fathers of our company which have charge of the mission to

the Neutral nation , set out from St. Marie on the 2nd day of

November, 1640 , to visit this people . Father Breboeuf is pe

culiarly fitted for such an expedition , God having in an emi

nent degree endowed him with a capacity for learning

languages. His companion was also a proper person for the

enterprise .

“ Although many of our French in that quarter have

visited this people to profit by their furs and other commodi

ties , we have no knowledge of any who have been there to

preach the gospel , except Father De La Roche Daillon , a

Recollet , who passed the winter there in 1626. The nation

is very populous, there being estimated about forty villages .

After leaving the Hurons it is four or five days ' journey, or

about forty leagues to the nearest of their villages , the

course being nearly due south . If as indicated by the

latest and most exact observations we can make, our new

station St. Marie, in the interior of the Huron country, is

in north latitude about forty- four degrees twenty - five niin

utes, then the entrance of the Neutral nation from the

Huron side is about forty -four degrees. More exact surveys

and observations cannot now be made, for the sight of a sin

gle instrument would bring to extremes those who cannot

resist the temptation of an ink -horn .

“ From the first village of the Neutral nation that we meet

with in traveling from this place, as we proceed south or south

west, it is about four days ' travel to the place where the cele

brated river [ Niagara] of the nation empties in Lake Ontario ,

or St. Louis. On the west side of that river, and not on the

east , are the most nunierous of the villages of the Neutral

nation . There are three or four on the east side, extending

from east to west towards the Eries or Cat nation . This

river is that by which our great lake of the Hurons, or fresh

sea, is discharged , which first empties into the Lake of Erie ,

or of the nation of the Cat ; from thence it enters the terri .

tory of the Neutral nation , and takes the name Onguiaahra

[Niagara] until it empties into Ontario or St. Louis lake, from

which latter flows the river which passes before Quebec , called

the St. Lawrence; so that if we once had control of the side of

the lake nearest the residence of the Iroquois, we could as

cend by the river St. Lawrence without danger, even to the

Neutral nation , and much beyond, with great saving of time

and trouble .

“ According to the estimate of these illustrious fathers,

who have been there, the Neutral nation comprises about

12,000 souls, which enables them to furnish 4,000 warriors,

notwithstanding war, pestilence and famine have prevailed

among them for three years in an extraordinary manner.

After all , I think that those who have heretofore ascribed

such an extent and population to this nation have under

stood by the Neutral nation all who live south and south

west of our Hurons, and who are truly in great number,

and, being at first only partially known , have all been com

prised under the same name. The more perfect knowledge

of their language and country which has since been obtained

has resulted in a clearer distinction between the tribes .

" Our French , who first discovered this people, named

then the Neutral nation ; and not without reason : for, their

country being the ordinary passage by land between some of

the Iroquois nations and the Hurons, who are sworn enemies,

they remained at peace with both ; so that in times past the

Hurons and Iroquois, meeting in the same wigwam or village

of that nation , were both in safety while they remained .

Recently their enmity against each other is so great that

there is no safety for either party in any place, particularly

for the Hurons, for whom the Neutral nation entertain the

least good will . There is every reason for believing that

not long since the Hurons, Iroquois and Neutral nation

formed one people, and originally came from the same family,

but have in the lapse of time become separated from each

other more or less in distance, interests and affection , so

that some are now enemies, others neutral and others still

live in intimate friendship and intercourse.

" The food and clothing of the Neutral nation seem little
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different from that of our Hurons. They have Indian

corn , beans and gourds in equal abundance ; also plenty of

fish , some kinds of which abound in particular places only .

They are much employed in hunting deer, buffalo, wild -cats ,

wolves , wild boars , beaver and other animals. Meat is very

abundant this year on account of the heavy snow , which

has aided the hunters . It is rare to see snow in this country

more than half a foot deep, but this year it is more than

three feet. There is also abundance of wild turkeys, which

go in flocks in the fields and woods . Their fruits are the

same as with the Hurons, except chestnuts, which are more

abundant, and crab -apples, which are somewhat larger.

“ The men, like all savages, cover their naked flesh with

skins, but are less particular than the Hurons in concealing

what should not appear. The squaws are ordinarily clothed

at least from the waist to the knees, but are more free and

shameless in their immodesty than the Hurons. As for

their remaining customs and manners , they are almost en

tirely similar to the other savage tribes of the country.

“ There are some things in which they differ from our

Hurons. They are larger, stronger and better formed .

They also entertain a great affection for the dead, and have

a greater number of fools or jugglers .

“ The Sonontonheronons (Senecas] , one of the Iroquois

nations, the nearest to and most dreaded by the Hurons,

are not more than a day's journey distant from the eastern

most village of the Neutral nation , named Onguiaahra, of

the same name as the river.

“ Our fathers returned from the mission in safety, not

having found in all the eighteen villages which they visited

but one, named Khe-o - e - to -a, or St. Michael , which gave

them the reception which their embassy deserved . In this

village a certain foreign nation , which lived beyond the

lake of Erie, or the nation of the cat, named A -ouen -re-ro

non , has taken refuge for many years for fear of their ene

mies, and they seem to have been brought here by a good

providence to hear the word of God.”

As this is the earliest so it is the most nearly complete ac

count of the first recorded inhabitants of the northwestern

corner of the State. Important as this nation appears in the

“ relation ” of Father L'Allemant, it was overshadowed by the

fame and finally destroyed by the prowess of the Iroquois,

so that , as compared with the latter, little is known of it .

In 1642, says Charlevoix , “ a people larger, stronger and

better formed than any other savages, and who lived south of

the Huron country, were visited by the Jesuits, who preached

to them the kingdom of God. They were called the Neu

tral nation , because they took no part in the wars which

desolated the country . But in the end they could not

themselves escape entire destruction . To avoid the fury

of the Iroquois they finally joined them against the

Hurons, but gained nothing by the union . The Iroquois ,

that, like lions that have tasted blood , cannot be satiated ,

destroyed indiscriminately all that came in their way, and at

this day there remains no trace of the Neutral nation . "

The inability of the Neutrals to preserve their pacific atti

tude is one of the reasons for considering the Jesuit's report of

their numbers greatly exaggerated. It was not to be ex

pected that they could maintain peace with such neighbors

on either hand. The grain might as well hope to remain

undisturbed between the upper and nether millstones. It

was about the year 1643 , according to Charlevoix (none too

good authority) , that this aboriginal people, dwelling in part

between the Senecas and the Niagara, perished ; Mr. Mar

shall says 1651. Students of Indian history have carefully

investigated the meager sources of information relative to

them, and have supplemented Father L'Allemant's statement

with some interesting conclusions . They are generally con

sidered to have been identical with the Kalkwas, a name

applied to a nation at an early day dwelling along the Ni

agara and extending perhaps a short distance along the

eastern end of Lake Erie. Their villages on this side of

those waters were near, though not upon their banks , as

that would have rendered them more easily approached and

surprised by a hostile war party ; and one is said to have

been located on Eighteen-mile creek, near its mouth .

Along the southern shore of Lake Erie, beyond the Kah

kwas, dwelt the powerful " Eries or Cat nation ," as the

French for an unknown reason called them . About 1654 or

1655 they, too , fell victims to the conquering Iroquois.

Tradition
says

that the immediate occasion of the war in

which the Iroquois exterminated the Eries was the defeat

of the latter by the former in a series of athletic games .

The Eries having learned with alarm of the confederation

of the Five Nations proposed, as a test of the power of

the new alliance, that a hundred of the Seneca braves should

contest with as many of their own for a suitable prize in

the native game of ball . The challenge was twice declined ,

but on its third presentation the eagerness of the young

warriors overcame the caution of their elders, and it was

accepted . The flower of the Five Nations presented them

selves. After a desperate struggle the match was won by

the picked men of the Iroquois. The Eries , burning to

retrieve their reputation as athletes, thereupon challenged

their adversaries to a foot race, in which ten of each party

should compete. The young Iroquois assented, and were

again the victors . The guests now accepted an invitation

to visit the Kahkwas at their village on Eighteen -mile

creek, and a delegation of the Eries accompanied them.

Smarting with mortification from their double defeat , the

latter in desperation dared the champions of the Five Na

tions to a last and more serious contest, namely, a wrestling

match , ten on each side, in which the vanquished should be

slain by the victors. The first of the Eries was thrown by

his Seneca antagonist, and on the refusal of the latter to

dispatch his fallen adversary, the Erie chief himself brained

him . Thrice was this scene of butchery repeated, when the

rage of the defeated nation had risen to such a pitch that

the Iroquois, to avoid a battle, for which they were not pre

pared, withdrew and returned to their homes.

The result convinced the Eries that the Iroquois nations

had made common cause, and their only hope lay in de

stroying the Senecas, by a sudden blow , before they could

be supported by their confederates . Their purpose to do

so was frustrated by a Seneca woman, a captive among the

Eries , who escaped to her kindred in time to warn them of

their danger. The Iroquois rallied and marched out to

meet the invaders. They encountered near the foot of

Honeyoye lake, and after a fierce conflict the Eries we

routed and almost annihilated . A remnant which escaped

attacked the Senecas years after, near Buffalo, but were de

feated . Such is the attempt of tradition to account for the

extinction of the most powerful native foe that ever crossed

the path of the all -conquering Iroquois.

were
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CHAPTER IV.

FEASTS, DANCES AND RELIGIOUS CUSTOMS AND CEREMONIES

OF THE INDIANS.

T is remarked in the Life of Mary Jemison that

“ perhaps no people were more exact observers

of religious duties than those Indians among the

Senecas who were denominated pagans , in con

tradistinction from those who, from having re

nounced some of their former superstitious notions,

have obtained the name of Christians. They believed

in a Great Good Spirit, whom they called in the Seneca

language Nau -wah-ne- u, as the creator of the world and of

every good thing ; that he made man and all inoffensive an

imals, that he supplied men with the comforts of life, and

that he was particularly partial to the Indians, who, they

said , were his particular people.

They also believed that he was pleased in giving them

(the Indians) good gifts , and that he was highly gratified

with their good conduct ; that he abhorred their vices, and

that he was willing to punish them for their bad conduct,

not only in this world but in a future state of existence .

His residence, they supposed, lay at a great distance from

them, in a country that was perfectly pleasant , where plenty

abounded even to profusion ; that there the soil was com

pletely fertile and the seasons so mild that the corn never

failed to be good ; that the deer, elk , buffalo, turkeys and

other useful animals were numerous, and that the forests

were well calculated to facilitate their hunting them with

success; that the streams were pure and abounded with fish,

and that nothing was wanted to render fruition complete.

“ Over this territory they believed Nau-wah - ne- u presided

as an all - powerful king, and that without counsel he ad

mitted to his pleasures all whom he considered worthy of

enjoying so great a state of blessedness. To this king they

addressed prayers, offered sacrifices, gave thanks for favors,

and performed many acts of devotion and reverence .

“ They also believed that this king had a brother, less

powerful than himself, and who was his opposite in every

particular ; that he made and sent them diseases, bad weather

and bad crops, and made and supported witches ; that he

owned a large country adjoining his brother, with whom he

was continually at variance. His fields were unproductive,

the weather cloudy, destructive frosts frequent, game scarce

and not easily taken , streams muddy and unpeopled with

fish, ravenous beasts numerous, reptiles of poisonous teeth

lay in the traveler's path , and hunger, nakedness and general

misery were felt by those who unfortunately became his

tenants .

" He took great pleasure in afflicting Indians here, and

after their death received all those into his dreary domin

ions who in their lifetime had been so vile as to be rejected

by Nau-wah - ne-ul , under whose eyes some of them continued

in an uncomfortable state forever. To this source of evil

they offered oblations , to abate his vengeance and render

him propitious. They believed him, however , to be in a

degree under subjection to his brother, and incapable of ex

ecuting his plans only by his high permission. Public re

ligious duties were attended to in the celebration of par

ticular festivals and sacrifices, which were observed with

circumspection and attended with decorum.

" In each year they had five feasts [ six according to

Morgan ; the third was the strawberry festival] or stated

times for assembling in their tribes and giving thanks to

Nau -wah - ne- u for the blessings they had received from his

kind , liberal and provident hand, and to solicit a continu

ance of such favors.

“ The first of these feasts was immediately after they had

finished sugaring, at which they gave thanks for the favor

able weather and great quantity of sap they had had , and

for the sugar that they had been allowed to make for the

benefit of their families. At this, as at all the succeeding

feasts, the chiefs arose singly and addressed the audience in

a kind of exhortation, in which they expressed their own

thankfulness, urged the necessity and propriety of general

gratitude , and pointed out the course which ought to be

pursued by each individual in order that Nau-wah-ne- 4

might continue to bless them , and that the evil spirit might

be defeated."

On these occasions the chiefs would describe a long

straight line, which they directed their people to travel upon

by placing one foot before the other with the heel of one

foot to the toe of the other, and so on till they arrived at

the end ; the meaning of which was that they must not turn

to the right nor to the left into the paths of vice, but keep

straight ahead in the way of well doing, that will lead them

to the paradise of Nau- wah- ne-ul .

“ Their second feast was after planting,when thanks were

returned for the good time they had had in preparing the

ground and planting the seed . When the green corn be

came fit for use they held their third or green corn feast,

which was usually attended with great interest, and at which

a good portion of the time was spent in singing and dancing

and otherwise manifesting their joy, and expressing their

thankfulness for the addition to their diet of an article of

food which to - day is held in such high estimation by the

whole civilized world of mankind .

Mr. Loren Houghton, of Caneadea, informed Mr. J. S. Mi

nard that he once witnessed a green corn dance, or feast, at

the upper Caneadea village, which was participated in by sev

eral hundred Indians , delegations being present from Buffalo,

Tonawanda, Cattaraugus and Big Tree reservations . Some

was idea of the multitude may be inferred from the magnitude

of the preparations for their subsistence. The succotash was

made in six five -pail brass kettles, and the whole once full

served for one meal . Twelve or fourteen deer were killed,

and the venison , cut up in pieces of a pound or more in

weight, was thrown in with the green corn and beans, and

without a particle of salt all boiled together ; and when suf

ficiently cooked the kettles were surrounded and each one

helped him or herself, eating out of the kettles with wooden

spoons , some with iron ones and some, provided with bowls

or other dishes, would take out their portions and then re

tire , giving others, not so well provided , a chance immediately

about the kettles . This feast passed off without any dis

turbance, no quarrel or unpleasantness marring the general

good feeling and high degree of enjoyment of all who par

ticipated in it . The next year the Caneadea Indians visited

some other tribe upon the occurrence of this feast, and thus

it passed around."

Their fourth feast, ” said the author of the Life of Mary

1
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present and witnessed the ceremony were expected to con

tribute something in the way of tobacco or trinkets, and in

case of refusal their situation would be made quite uncom

fortable by showering upon them live coals and ashes."
1 )

CHAPTER V.

REMINISCENCES OF THE CANEADEA RESERVATION AND ITS

PRINCIPAL MEN .

a

Jemison, was celebrated after corn harvest, and the fifth

at the close of their year, and was always celebrated at the

time of the old moon in the last of January or first of Feb

ruary. This last deserves particular description .

“ The Indians having returned from hunting, and having

brought in all the venison and skins they had taken, a com

mittee was appointed, consisting of from ten to twenty- five

men, to superintend the great sacrifice and thanksgiving that

was to be immediately celebrated. This being done, prep

arations were made at the council house or place of meet

ing for the reception and accommodation of the whole

tribe ; and then the ceremonies were commenced, and the

whole was conducted with a great degree of order and har

mony under the direction of the committee.

“ Two white dogs, without spot or blemish , were selected

(if such could be found, and if not , two that had the fewest

spots) from those belonging to the tribe, and killed near the

door of the council house by being strangled . A wound on

the animal, or an effusion of blood, would spoil the victim

and render the sacrifice useless. The dogs were then

painted red on their faces, the edges of their ears, and on

various parts of their bodies, and were curiously decorated

with ribbons of various colors and fine feathers, which were

tied and fashioned in such a manner as to make a most ele

gant appearance. They were then hung on a post near the

door of the council house at the height of twenty feet from

the ground."

The committee then ran around to the dwellings of the

tribe, caused the fires to be put out and new ones struck

from the flint, scattered ashes about the lodges and warned

out the occupants to the ceremonies. During the next few

days the committee again made the rounds of the tribe, col

lecting contributions of tobacco and other articles to be

used for incense or sacrifice. During these peregrinations

the committeemen, who were hideously gotten up in masks

and smeared with dirt, collected and concentrated in them

selves the last year's sins and guilt of the tribe. On the

eighth or ninth day they transferred the accumulation of

iniquity to one of their number, and he by a peculiar sleight

of hand or magic worked it out of himself into the bodies

of the white dogs. The dogs were then burnt, and in the

smoke of the sacrificial fire, flavored with the offerings of

tobacco, passed away the year's sins of the tribe. This in

terpretation of the heathenish ceremony'has been questioned

by some intelligent authorities, who, however, do not confi.

dently offer any other. In later times the ceremonies oc

cupied but from five to seven days, and only one dog was

sacrificed . The meeting was made the occasion of deliber

ations on the administration of tribal affairs, and was closed

with a feast of succotash and a peace dance.

“ Many of our pioneers with whom I have conversed ,” says

Mr. J. S. Minard,“ have been present and witnessed the cere

mony of burning the dog at the lower Caneadea village, called

by some Wiscoy and perhaps more generally known to the

whites as Indian Town. The settlers used to collect in large

numbers on such occasions, coming, some of them, many

miles to witness it, and when well behaved were kindly re

ceived and well treated . But their solemnities having been ,

upon some occasions, made the subject of considerable lev

ity, they became quite wary when whites were present, and

sometimes even refused to proceed with their customary ob

servances and rites until they had withdrawn . All who were

HE following paragraphs were extracted , with the

permission of the author, from a series of sketches

of the Caneadea reservation and its inhabitants ,

published several years since by Mr. John S.

Minard, of Hume.

' In 1825 , at a treaty or convention held for that

purpose, the Indians, for a consideration , relinquished

their claim to all their reservations on the Genesee . In 1828

it was surveyed into lots suitable for farms, by Joseph Jones,

a Quaker, and soon after mostly offered for sale. Among

the original proprietors were Wadsworth,Waddington ,Trouf,

Schemerhorn and Bayard . The late Dr. Dwight, of Mos

cow, was for several years agent for some of them .

" The valley of the Genesee, as we call it , or Gen - i-sha - u,

Chen - e - se - o and Gen - e - se -o, as variously rendered by the

different Indian tribes ( all , however, meaning the same

thing, that is , a shining clear opening, a pleasant clear open

ing, a clear valley, a pleasant open valley — taking its name

and signification from the beautiful broad flats below Mt.

Morris- )was the terrestial paradise of the Senecas , and the

Can - e - a -de - a or Kao-un - a - de -an reservation the largest of all

on the Genesee, extending eight miles along the river, and

being two miles in width , embracing an area of 10,000 acres.

“ I have been informed by old settlers that the name

Can - e - a -de- a signifies the place of the isinglass ' or ' the

place where the isinglass is found ; ' but I am unable to dis

cover any local appropriateness or adaptation of the term ,

Kao- un -a -de-an , it is reasonable to suppose is the orthography

adopted by the French Jesuits, but it has been thrown aside

for the present generally accepted rendering .

“ The river in those early days, when this valley was

owned and occupied by the Indians, was extremely tortuous

and serpentine in its course ; running sometimes in the dis

tance of two or three miles in almost every direction , some

times nearly turning and running up stream , as it were, at

times almost encircling broad flat areas of most beautiful

land, which in its virgin richness responded generously to

the rude cultivation of the Indian women, laughing with a

bounteous harvest of corn , beaus, or potatoes, when even

only slightly tickled with their hoes.

“ In other places, flats, bearing an enormous burden of

gigantic pines, elms and button-woods relieved the monotony

of the scene ; and on either side for a great part of the way

the banks were lined with buttonwood, butternut, elm and

a species of cottonwood . Enormous grape vines, ivy, and

the beautiful bittersweet twined their tendrils about them,

adding beauty and attractiveness to the landscape.

" Upon these flats, in the simplicity of their primitive
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habits, hemmed in on either side by the dark solitudes of

the surrounding forests , dwelt a tribe of the Seneca Indians.

Deer in large numbers roamed the forest and became an

easy prey to the skill of the hunter. Game of various

kinds filled these grand old woods, and all the streams

abounded with speckled beauties .'

“ Few were their wants and easily supplied.
An OC

casional predatory campaign into the country of some un
friendly tribe or nation , instituted for the purpose of

aveng

ing some real or fancied wrong, and now and then a de

fensive warfare against the encroachments of their enemies ,

relieved the tedious monotony of their indolent lives , and

gave opportunities for the development of their warlike

natures .

Beginning at the extreme northern angle of the reserva

tion , we find the Wiscoy flats; and a short distance above,

the site of the Indian village of Wiscoy, called by some the

lower Caneadea village , but most generally known by the

early white settlers as ' Indian Town . ' This village stood

but a few rods from the dwelling of Mr. Crawner. But a

few years since one of the old houses was still standing,

and , if I mistake not , one of them still remains but has

been removed some distance from its original location .

" Rich fields of grain and waving grass now occupy the

site of this ancient village, and the plow occasionally turns

to the surface arrow heads, fints, steel spears, gun barrels

and such like relics of the former occupants.

“ The village consisted of a council house and some fif

teen dwellings, and stood near the river on a fine flat.

“ About half a mile farther up the river we come to the

' Round flats ,' now mostly included in the farms of Hon .

J. M. Hammond and A. S. Bennett , Esq. These flats took

their name from their shape, which was circular, and were

enclosed by a terrace or bluff on the one hand and the river

on the other; and , like all the other open flats on the river,

were covered with a sort of blue grass indigenous to the

soil. Strawberries in great abundance used to be obtained

here by the early settlers .

" Immediately above these flats was a very abrupt angle

in the river, called by the early raftsmen the ' Quill -wheel , '

and a place of great peril to their rafts .

“ Passing up about a mile farther we come to the mouth

of the Shon - ne -ty -ye creek, a name which I suppose means

Rushing Waters . ' The name Rush creek has ever been

retained by the whites, and with a good degree of propriety.

Its head waters are in Granger, Grove and Allen , and upon

occasions of sudden showers and heavy storms it demon

strates beyond the shadow of a doubt the legitimacy of its

claim to the title by which it is known .

“ A mile further up and Cold creek empties itself from

the west . The broad flats opposite its mouth were called

by the Indians ' Long Beard's flats ,' and are now mostly em

braced in the farms of D. S. Brooks and J. S. and Geo. E.

Minard . On the farm now owned and occupied by Jas. C.

Smith , on a bluff or terrace between his house and the river,

lived the old chief Long Beard , named , it is presumed, in

contradistinction to Little Beard, from the few straggling

long hairs which grew out from his chin .

“ Some rapids a short distance farther up took their name,

from him , and are still known as ‘ Long Beard's Riff .'

“ Continuing our course up the river we came to Old

Town flats, now comprising in part the farms of E. Ham

mond, D. H. Rice and W. V. Ayers ; and immediately above

them was located, at some remote period, the Indian village

of ' Old Town , ' which to us is purely traditional , no white

man living having ever seen it . It was located on the right

bank of the river, which, at that point, was somewhat ele

vated , and on land now owned by Thomas R. Leet. A part

of its site was long years ago washed away, and the channel

of the river has been changed . Various Indian relics and

the remains of former structures corroborate the traditional

story of the Indians concerning its location .

“ Still farther up, a mile or so, we come to the upper or

old Caneadea Indian village. It was located on the east side

of the river , but a few rods back from a high bank, and on

the farm of Joel Seaton . A small stream and deep ravine

skirted the village on the northeast, and near to it was a

splendid spring. This village, the most considerable this

side of Squakie Hill , consisted of a council house and some

twenty or more dwellings .

“ It was there that Mary Jemison , perhaps better known

as ' the old white woman , ' halted for a day with her Indian

escort when making her advent into the Genesee country.

It was here also that Moses Van Campen, of Revolutionary

fame, being a captain , was compelled to run the gauntlet,

an ordeal through which he passed unscathed and unhurt .

“ It was there, too, that the then young wife of the late

Judge Church used frequently to visit , and witness their

dances, frolics and other ceremonies. If I remember right

the Indians gave her a name signifying “ the first white woman

in the valley. '

“ One imposing relic of the old village still remains, the

old council house, but not in its original place, having been,

a good many years ago, taken down and removed to a point

near the road as now traveled .

“ The proportions, general appearance , etc. , of the old

council hall have beer preserved in every particular, as they

must of necessity have been from the very nature of the

work of removing such a structure, which , of course , is little

else than taking apart and putting together the logs of which

it was composed. The timbers of which it is constructed

are smoothly hewn and nicely dovetailed' at the corners . Its

dimensions must be about fifty by twenty feet ; its walls

carried high up, with no windows, and a large hole in the

roof to admit light and emit smoke . At one end the logs

have rotted away, causing it to settle several feet. Internally

it consisted of but one room, the grand council hall of the

Senecas.

" To the aged Indian , revisiting for the last time , perhaps,

the home and scenes of his childhood, what hallowed asso

ciations cluster around its (to him) consecrated walls ! what

vivid recollections of former scenes and exciting events

crowd his memory and choke his utterance !

“ It was here, perhaps, that he listened to and was en

raptured by the powerful eloquence of Red Jacket, as he

urged them , as he alone could , to take the war path or bury

the hatchet . Here, perhaps, Corn Planter and Brant, Hio

katoo and Shongo , Little Beard and Hudson , deliberated

upon the events of war and peace, and shaped and settled

the future policy of their people.

“ Here, perhaps, they assembled when their runners

brought the tidings of the battle of Newtown (Elmira ), and

counseled together as to the best mode and method of re

sistance to the invading army of Sullivan, on its errand of
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destruction to the towns and cornfields in the famous Gen

esee country.

“ Here, too , it is quite possible — and indeed very proba

ble — that the Rev. Samuel Kirkland explained to them the

fundamental principles of the Christian religion , and ex

pounded the gospel precepts as exemplified and illustrated

in the life of Christ, and urged upon them the abandon

ment of their crude and superstitious notions and the em

brace of the religion of the Cross and Saviour.

" Then let the old council house stand ! Let this last

relic of the Senecas remain ! So long as it shall withstand

the encroachments of time let it be to the white man a re

minder of the proud race who once peopled this village-a

memorial of a people possessed of many noble traits , many

generous and worthy characteristics, a proud monument of a

nearly extinct race of ' nature's noblemen ,' a souvenir of

olden Indian time.

“ Prominent among the Caneadea Indians was the old

chief and varrior Shongo, who lived near the residence of

the late George Parker. Mr. Parker's Aats were called

‘ Shongo flats ,' and a brook which makes into the river near

by still retains his name. He it was whom Major Van

Campen wounded, at the battle of Newtown, now Elmira, if

I remember right; and with whom he had an interesting in

terview many years after, at Angelica, when, by mutual re

lation of the events, personal encounters, etc., in that memor

ble action , they renewed an old acquaintance begun under

quite different circumstances . Shongo is remembered by

many of the early settlers as a man of advanced age, sound

judgment, good personal appearance and extensive influence

with his people.

“ A son of his — George Shongo - married a daughter of

Mary Jemison ( De-he-wa-mis), and afterward lived at Gar

deau . Mrs. Sarah Ingham says Shongo used frequently to

call at their house, and when inclined to conversation ,

which was generally the case after imbibing a few drinks of

snick - e- i, would relate his war exploits, tell of being in the

battle of Saratoga under Burgoyne, show the various wounds

received in battle - four ball holes in one arm, and various

sword cuts, etc.

Shongo was one of the last to remove from the reserva

tion . He was very loth to go, claiming that he never con

sented to the sale, that the whole transaction on the part of

the whites was a fraud, and it was only after repeated im

portunities on the part of the whites, through Dr. Dwight,

of Moscow , who was agent for several of the proprietors of

the reservation , and a deposit in the hands of M. W. Miner,

Esq ., to be paid to him when he should be prepared to go ,

that he was induced to leave .

“ Hudson was another very influential Indian. He was

gifted with rare oratorical powers , and was a sort of preacher

or exhorter among them . Mr. Charles M. Mills informs me

that he has heard him address the assembled Indians upon

the occasion of the annual ceremony of burning the dog

and remission of sins, when scarcely a dry eye could be

seen in the whole assembly. Various others of the early

settlers corroborate Mr. Mills's account of the remarkable

effect of Hudson's eloquence.

" Hudson at one time lived upon the site of the residence

of Andrew S. Bennet , Esq. I have been informed that he

was educated at Dartmouth College, and there is good rea

son for believing it . It is certain that quite a number of

young Indians was educated there under the presidency of

Dr. Wheelock . Joseph Brant was one of them , and I pre

sume Hudson was another."

[ Turner says of Hudson : “ He had been a leading

' brave ' in the southern Indian wars waged by the Sene

cas , and afterwards in the English and French wars . Hon .

George Woods, a prominent citizen of Bedford , Pennsyl

vania, became a prisoner with the Indians, on the Ohio or

the Allegheny. Hudson procured his release after he had

been condemned and tied to a stake . In after years they

met, and the judge treated him with much kindness, making

him a present of a fine house and lot at Bedford, which he

never occupied, but he used to pride himself upon its

possession and the manner in which he came by it." ]

" Washington was the name of another Indian family of

some note and influence. ' Old Wayne Washington ,' alias

John Mohawk, the father, died at something over a hundred

years of age, and was buried on the farm of Delos Benja

min , only a few rods to the rear of his dwelling. I saw the

sunken grave only last summer.

“ He it was to whom Van Campen on a certain occasion

' lent his hatchet,' in other words, having dispatched all the

rest of his captors , sent him away with a tomahawk sticking

in the back of his neck ; many with whom I have con

versed remember seeing the scar .

" He had sons, Jim , and Young Wayne Washington ,"

as he was called , and a daughter, Polly , still remembered by

the early settlers as quite a character in those days . One of

the boys was said to be the best runner on the reservation .

Loren Houghton remembers his running a race on a bet of

fifty or sixty dollars, some four miles and turn around the

sign post at Radley's tavern and back , coming out victor.

“ Long Beard, named in contradistinction to Little Beard,

of greater note as a warrior and chieftain ( both names, I

suppose, having a literal significance and personal applica

tion ) , from whom the rapids in the Genesee river known as

* Long Beard's Riff ' take their name, lived upon the farm

of James C. Smith , and was quite a farmer for an Indian ,

raising some grain and keeping cattle, horses, and sheep .

Ska-no-boy lived with him and was quite a notorious

character. Ska -no in Indian signifies gift- gift boy, or

given boy. He was given to the Caneadea Indians by some

other tribe , and adopted. He lived with Long Beard , who,

I have been told , was at one time a chief, and perhaps was

at the time Ska -no was given . Ska -no -boy was well built,

tall , stout, athletic - physically perfection itself, but morally

destitute of principle and honor, and as a result incurred

the enmity of most of the Indians as well as the whites of

the reservation .

“ A little incident of Ska -no -boy : He, like most of the

Indians , loved the ‘ fire water ' of the white man , and had

a charge of twenty shillings scored up against him on one

of the beams in Ingham's log tavern . One day he pre

sented himself with an otter skin , the finest specimen ever

seen in these parts, which Mr. Ingham took and canceled

the debt . But poor Ska -no had better paid the debt in some

He had stolen the otter skin from the trap of

another Indian , was detected , and shortly after appre

hended by a party of two or three of them and very severely

punished.

“ He was at one time lodged in jail, at Angelica, for in

sulting a woman somewhere in the neighborhood of Oak

other way

6
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Hill , ' near Colonel Williams's which was then a part of this

county. I mention this for the reason that I have seen it

stated that Indians were peculiarly exempt from such con

duct.

" Copperhead , a very old Indian , who died a few years

since in Caneadea, John Shanks, who still occasionally

returns to the scenes of his childhood ,' Sun -ge -wa, or Big

Kettle, the Trimsharps, Sharpshins, Bear Hunter, Kingee ,

Elk Hunter, Chickens ( so called from his diminutive

stature), Joe Daw . Jackson, Powderhorn , George Jakes, and

Chick -nit were Indians of lesser note remembered by our

pioneers."

The old Caneadea council house, of which Mr. Minard

wrote, was doubtless the scene of many grave discussions

among the Senecas. Its walls have echoed the eloquence

of Brant, of Cornplanter, of Red Jacket, and other Indian

orators. Councils have been held in it to deliberate upon

and arrange plans for hostile excursions against nations to

the south and east , as well as west, against whom the Senecas

warred . Here, it is believed , arrangements were made for

the massacre in the Wyoming valley ; and here the savages

met to rejoice on their return from that expedition . It was

at Caneadea, in the spring of 1782 , that Moses Van Campen

and his companions were compelled to run the gauntlet for

the amusement of the warriors and squaws, and the council

house was the goal that they were to reach . Van Campen

ran against and pitched headlong to the earth two young

squaws who stood in the road, and in the merriment which

this caused all reached the council house in safely.

Here, doubtless, the Protestant missionaries , and among

them Rev. Samuel Kirkland , who visited the Senecas in

1765 , taught their faith , and the neat carving of a Latin cross

on one of its logs gives reason for the belief that it had

been previously visited by those earnest propagandists of

their faith , the Jesuits. Some Indian carvings may be seen

on the walls .

The remains of Mary Jemison , the white woman of the

Genesee,” have been removed from their resting place at

Buffalo, and reinterred here in the valley where she passed

so many years of her eventful life . Some trees were brought

from her grave at Buffalo, and one was planted near the

eastern door of the council house by the granddaughter of

Joseph Brant ; another near the western entrance, by one of

Red Jacket's descendants ; and as the wind sighs through

the branches of another, which the hands of a grandson of

the white captive of the Senecas placed in the earth , it may

sometimes appear to whisper her name. By reason of this

removal and careful re - erection , the old council house may,

by the care which will be given to it , endure for another

century. As it was, it would have passed away in a few

years.

On the first of October, 1872 , a council assembled in the

old council house at Glen Iris . About a score of Indians

were present, and several of their women . They were plumed

and dressed in Indian costume, and some of them were

painted and armed in ancient style . Among those present

were the descendants of some prominent historic characters.

The Mohawks were represented by Colonel Simcoe Kerr, a

grandson of the Mohawk chief Joseph Brant and great

grandson of Sir William Johnson. His sister, Mrs. Kate

Osborne, was also present. Of the Senecas there were

present John Jacket , a grandson of the celebrated Red

Jacket ; Cornplanter, a grandson of the great chief of that

name; Thomas Jemison , a grandson of the “ white woman "

and son of the babe which she brought on her back from

Ohio to this valley ; Nicholson H. Parker, brother of Gen

eral Ely S. Parker; William and Jesse Tallchief, grandsons

of a sachem of that name ; William Blacksnake, grandson of

old " Governor Blacksnake ;" James Shongo, son of Colone

Shongo, who is said to have led the Senecas in the expedi

tion to Wyoming, and George Jones, grandson of Tommy

Jemmy, a sachem who officiated as executioner at what

was probably the last capital punishment for witchcraft in

this country. After the lighting of the fire, speeches were

made in the Indian tongue and in their peculiar style of

eloquence by several of the chiefs present . That of Corn

planter was said to be peculiarly affecting. Ex - President

Fillmore , the poet Hosmer and other distinguished persons

were present at this council .

CHAPTER VI.

ANECDOTES OF THE SENECAS OF CANEADEA - THEIR FRIEND

LINESS DURING THE WAR OF 1812 .
THE COUNCIL HOUSE AT GLEN IRIS.

W
It was

Some years since, prompted by a laudable desire to rescue

this building from decay and oblivion , Mr. William P. Letch

worth , of Glen Iris, near Portage, caused it to be carefully

taken down, and the material of which it was constructed

removed to its present site at that place and re-erected exactly

in its original form, each timber having been marked as it

was taken down and replaced in just the same relation as it

was originally.

We give herewith an engraving of this humble but historic

edifice, which will afford an accurate idea of its appearance.

E continue our extracts from Mr. Minard's most

interesting sketches of the Caneadea Indians :

“ Ball playing was a game in which great num

bers of them engaged with great zest.

the national pastime of the Senecas, and some

attained to great proficiency and became very expert

in the game, which was played very differently from

the modern base ball play. ' One in particular is remem

bered as a sort of champion player in these parts. His name
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was Little David . He was, as his name imports, quite small

of stature, but excelled by far all his tribe in the game of

ball , and in these days of ' Red Stockings , ' ' Alerts ' and

Wire Worms, ' would, no doubt, be considered quite an

acquisition to any aspiring company of players.

“ Just here allow a little digression , to say that here in

the name of this Indian I think I discover another proof of

the work of Mr. Kirkland , or some other missionary, or per

haps the Jesuits , as it would be quite natural for them to

recount to the Indians the bible story of little David and

Goliath , and quite in keeping with Indian habits and cus

toms to adopt the name whenever it should so occur as to

have a proper personal application .

“ The Indian population of the valley , when compared

with its present white population , was never large ; and at

the time of which we speak was quite small indeed . In

1819 an enumeration of all the Indians in the State was

made under authority of the State government . From this

it appears that the whole number on all the reservations on

the Genesee river was only 456 , all told ; and of course they

never afterward numbered more . They were generally well

disposed, quiet and orderly, and practiced in a rude and

primitive way some of the arts of husbandry, some of them

keeping a few horses , sheep , cattle and hogs .

“ Jellis Clute, of Moscow, was regirded by them with a

good deal of veneration . They respected his opinion and

always looked to him for the settlement of all matters of

dispute arising from their relations with the whites, and in

all such cases regarded his verdict as conclusive and carry.

ing all the weight of a regularly authorized judicial decision .

It was at his instigation that they raised the price of veni

son , the established price of which for years was a loaf of

bread for a ham. He taught them to drive better bargains,

and they were quite apt to learn .

“ Although Jellis Clute wielded such an influence with

them, as to their intercourse with the whites in all matters

pertaining to their internal relations and government Red

Jacket was always consulted . Whenever any difficulty arising

out of their social or domestic relations came up which could

not be settled by the home authorities, a messenger or mes

sengers were despatched to O -wis- e - o -we ( Buffalo ), the resi

dence of Sago- ye -wat-ha (the Indian name of Red Jacket) ,

with the subject of controversy-pro and con—which was

laid before the great chief, and his decision patiently awaited

and generally faithfully carried out.

“ During the war of 1812-14 these Indians remained

loyal to the government and friendly to our people . One

time, during the temporary absence of the late Judge Church,

our Indians offered Mrs. Church a guard to protect her

from the predatory incursions of the British or unfriendly

Indians, which they regarded as imminent . I believe, how

ever, it was not accepted . There was a time during the

war when our pioneers were very much alarmed in regard to

their position. It was discovered that all the Indians were

all at once missing, and it was feared they had joined our

enemies ; but in a few days they were found to be hunting

pigeons up in the northwest part of the town (where they

roosted ) and had gathered great numbers .

“ The marriage contract they regarded with the utmost

solemnity. I have been told that divorces were very un

usual . There were some exceptions, however , to this gen

eral rule. I have been told of two instances where the

marital obligations were not respected on the part of the

wife or squaw , and in each case the husband poisoned him

self. Young Elk Hunter was one, and was found dead ,

having eaten of the cicuta or poison hemlock and repaired

to the woods . He lived near where Reynolds's tavern is

located , on the Wiscoy . The other was one of the Kingees .

" One of the Trimsharps-Tom, I believe-was once at

the house of Mr. Joel Cooper, one of the early settlers on

the reservation, where , among other things thought of and

talked of, the subject of marriage came up. Mr. Cooper

had several sons, none of them as yet married . Turning to

one of them the Indian said , “ You young, me no young ;

why you no get you squaw ?' and endeavored to persuade

him to marry, promising, in case he would agree to it , to

bring him a squaw next time he should come out. To this

young Cooper assented of course , and thought no more

of it . But judge of his surprise when, in a few days , ' Old

Tom ' reappeared with a charming young squaw by his side ,

whom he had brought all the way from Tonawanda to be

come his bride . This was a stumper for the young man ;

when he was joking the Indian had been in earnest, and he

was reduced to the alternative of marrying the squaw or

backing out of his bargain. He chose to repudiate.

“ An anecdote is related of an Indian , who, in 1823 or

1824, was frozen to death on the road from Cold Creek to

Caneadea, while in a state of beastly intoxication . When

found the Indians gathered around him in considerable num

bers and held a sort of impromptu coroner's inquest over

the body, discussing the cause of his death . After due de

liberation they came to the unanimous conclusion that he

came to his death by reason of the water that was in the

whisky that he drank having frozen in him .

“ About 1830 the Indians all removed . Some went to

Tonawanda, some to Buffalo and others to Allegany reser

vation . On the farm I own still remain a few of the old

Indian apple trees , which , according to Indian tradition ,

were planted at some period anterior to the Revolution . I

believe that it is affirmed on gooil authority that the apple

was introduced to the Indians by the Jesuits, who distributed

seeds among them and thus encouraged their propagation .

These trees have been claimed as the property of quite a

number of Indians first and last . First one came along and,

asserting his ownership, demanded his pay—a few shillings

- which was given him ; then soon came another, and then

another, making the same claim and demanding payment.

After a while, however, it was suspected that it was a cun

ningly contrived plan which they were all engaged in to raise

a little money, which they would go to the nearest tavern

and spend for snick - e - i.

" Occasionally now-a -days, but not so frequently as for

merly, we see them as they come back to look over the

scenes of their childhood and recall the associations of

early days. How changed to them must be the scene !

Nearly all of the peculiarities attendant upon its Indian oc

cupancy are gone. The river has materially changed its

course—which was very tortuous-so that now it measures

not more than half the distance through the reservation

that it did fifty years ago , and its channel, instead of being

so narrow as to admit of bridging by felling a tree across, as

has been asserted by the Indians , now worn broad and deep

and divested of its natural beauties ; the graceful elms, the

spreading maples, the stately buttonwoods, and the beauti

-
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ful butternuts which lined . its banks in great part having

been cut away by the relentless ax of the white man , and

of the wild plum trees only now and then one remaining.

Nothing scarcely save the old hills , and they denuded and

shorn of their beauty, remains to identify the locality. No

wonder the saddened feature, the melancholy tread , the

pensive mood. The paradise of the Senecas — how changed !

A short time only and ' lo , the poor Indian ' is no more.”

CHAPTER VII.

THE TITLE TO THE SOIL OF WESTERN NEW YORK - PHELPS

AND GORHAM'S PURCHASE - MORRIS'S RESERVE .

N

on

the Iroquois gave the latter great uneasiness, : o allay which

a very numerously attended council was held with them at

Fort Stanwix (Rome) in 1768 , to agree on a line beyond

which settlements should not be permitted. The line de

cided upon in the State of New York “ ran along the eastern

border of Broome and Chenango counties, and thence

northwestward to a point seven miles west of Rome."

The close of the Revolution left the hostile Iroquois

unprovided for by their British employers and at the mercy

of the United States. Conquered after waging a long,

bloody and destructive warfare against the patriots of New

York , they had forfeited their territory and would have had

little cause of complaint had they been dispossessed . The

government, however, thought it wise to deal generously

with them ; and in a council held on the site of Rome in 1784

recognized their continued ownership of the land between

the line agreed on at the same place sixteen years before,

and one beginning at Lake Ontario four miles east of the

Niagara river, running southward parallel with the river to

Buffalo creek , thence still southward to the Pennsylvania

line and following that to the Ohio river. All of New

York west of this second line seems also to have been

subsequently conceded to the Indians except a mile strip

along the Niagara .

Every reader of English colonial history knows how

ignorantly or carelessly grants of American territory were

made by the crown to individuals and companies, the same

tracts being in some instances given at different times to

different parties, laying the foundation of conflicting claims.

Thus the province of New York , when granted to the Duke

of York in 1664, covered part of Massachusetts as defined

by the charter given to the Plymouth Company in 1620 .

The territory of both provinces under their charters also

extended indefinitely westward ; but New York in 1781 and

Massachusetts four years later relinquished to the United

States their claims beyond the present western boundary of

this State, and Massachusetts contented herself with claim

ing that portion of New York west of the meridian which

now forms the eastern line of Ontario and Steuben coun .

ties — some 19,000 square miles. New York of course also

asserted jurisdiction and ownership of this vast tract .

The dispute was compromised by a convention of com

missioners from the two States , held at Hartford in Decem

ber , 1786. It was agreed that the sovereignty of the dis

puted region should remain with New York , and the owner

ship with Massachusetts, subject to the Indian proprietor

ship , which had been recognized by the general government.

That is to say, the Indians could hold the land as long as

they pleased , but were only allowed to sell to the State of

Massachusetts or her assigns." The meridian bounding the

Massachusetts claim on the east was called the “ pre-emption

jine, ” because it was decided to allow that State the right

of pre -emplion, or first purchase , of the land west of it .

There was one exception : New York retained the owner

ship as well as the sovereignty of a strip a mile wide along

the Niagara river.

In 1788 the State of Massachusetts sold to Oliver Phelps

and Nathaniel Gorham , two of its citizens, and to others for

whom they acted , its pre -emption right to western New York

for $ 1,000,000 , to be paid in three annual installments, in

certain securities of the State which were then worth about

one- fifth of their face. The next thing with these gentlemen

O topic better deserves a chapter of local history

than the ownership of the soil at early periods,

on which the present titles rest ; and this is the

proper point for a statement on this subject

with relation to Allegany county.

" A memorial prepared by the Commissioners of

Trade and Plantations in 1697 , relating to the right

of the crown of Great Britain to sovereignty over the Five

Nations of Indians bordering upon the province of New

York ,” recites that those nations had “ by many ac

knowledgments, submissions, leagues and agreements

been united to or depended that colony ;" that

they, " being the most warlike in those parts of the world ,

held all their neighboring Indians in a manner of tributary

subjection ;" that in prospect of an invasion of their terri

tory in 1684 by De la Barre, governor of Canada, Governor

Dongan of New York warned that French official " that

those Indians are the King of England's subjects, and also

sent the then Duke of York's ( to whom the province had

been granted by the crown] arms to be set up in every one

of the Indians ' castles , as far as Oneygra [ Niagara] , which

was accordingly done anıl Mons . De la Barre retired."

Governor Tryon, in 1774, in a “ report on the province

of New York ," said :

“ The boundaries of the province of New York are de

rived from two sources :—first, the grants from King Charles

the Second to his brother James, Duke of York ;

secondly , from the submission and subjection of the Five

Nations to the crown of England . * * * It is uncertain

to this day to what extent the Five Nations carried their

claim to the westward and northward, but there is no doubt

that it went to the north beyond the 45th degree of latitude,

and westward to Lake Huron, their beaver hunting country

being bounded to the west by that lake ; which country

the Five Nations , by treaty with the governor of this province

at Albany, in 1701 , surrendered to the crown , to be pro

tected and defended for them .”

Such was the foundation of the English claim to sove

reignty over the territory of the Iroquois. They themselves

never recognized the claim in the sense in which it was put

forth , and the French always denied and scoffed at it ; but

the British government had the power to maintain it , and

up to the Revolution continued to assert it .

The encroachment of the whites upon the territory of

>

* * *
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was to complete the title by buying the Indian interest. For

this purpose Phelps held a council with the Iroquois at

Buffalo early in July , 1788 , and bought, for $5,000 down

and a perpetual annuity of $500 , about 2,600,000 acres,

bounded on the east by the pre- emption line. Part of the

western boundary was a meridian from Pennsylvania to the

junction of Canaseraga creek with the Genesee river being

the line forming the western boundary of the eastern tier of

towns in Allegany county . Thence northward the line

followed the course of the Genesee “ to a point two miles

north of Cannawagus village ; thence running due west

twelve miles ; thence running northwardly so as to be twelve

miles distant from the western bounds of said river, to the

shores of Lake Ontario.” The tract thus defined constitu

ted the famous “ Phelps and Gorham's Purchase.”

In securing their vast estate Phelps, Gorham and com

pany encountered the opposition of a set of land sharks who

also had a covetous eye upon this magnificent domain .

These were the capitalists forming the New York and Gen

esee Land Company, engineered by one John Livingston ;

and its branch the Niagara -Genesee Company, headed by

Colonel John Butler, and consisting almost entirely of Cana

dians. As we have seen , the Indians were barred from sell

ing their lands except to Massachusetts or her assigns .

Butler, Livingston and their associates proposed to get pos

session of them by a long lease ; hence they are spoken of

as the “ lessee companies. " Chiefly through the influence of

Butler they obtained from part of the Iroquois chiefs and

sachems a nine -hundred -and -ninety -nine- years' lease of

most of their territory for $ 20,000 , and an annual rent of

$2,000 . Their scheme fell through, the Legislatures of New

York and Massachusetts declaring a lease of that length

equivalent to a purchase, and as such null and void . Butler,

however, profited by the purchase of Phelps and Gorham .

He was one of the thres to whom the Indians referred the

question of the price they should charge those gentlemen ,

and is said to have had 20,000 acres placed at his disposal

by the purchasers in consideration of the advice he gave the

confiding red men . The “ lessees " continued their intrigues

until they succeeded , in 1793 , in getting from the Leg

islature a grant of one hundred square miles east of the

pre -emption line , instead of obtaining twenty thousand miles

and founding a new State, as there is reason to suppose the

Niagara-Genesee Company, at least, intended, with the co

operation of the Senecas, whom Butler and other Canadian

officials were always embittering against the people of New

York .

Before Phelps and Gorham had half paid for the entire

pre-emption right they had bought of Massachusetts, the

securities of that State, in consequence of the adoption of

the Federal Constitution , had risen nearly to par; and find

ing that they should be unable to fulfill their contract they

induced the State to resume its right to the portion of its

original New York claim which they had not yet bought of

the Indians , and release th :m from their contract as to that

part, leaving on their hands the tract since called Phelps

and Gorham's Purchase, and bounded as above described .

Tliis agreement was reached on the roth of March , 1791 .

Two days later Robert Morris, the illustrious financier,

whose services were of such vital importance to the nation

during the Revolution, contracted with Massachusetts for

the pre -emption right to all of New York west of Phelps

and Gorham's Purchase. About this time he also bought

1,264,000 acres of Phelps and Gorham paying £30,000 in

New York currency), which he soon sold to three English

gentlemen , Sir William Pulteney, John Hornby and Patrick

Colquhoun , for £35,000 sterling. It was only after much

difficulty and delay that Mr. Morris completed his title to

the tract of which he had purchased the pre -emption right

from Massachusetts. It was necessary to buy out the inter

est of the Indians , and this was accomplished by a council

at Geneseo in September, 1797 , when he was enabled to

purchase all of the State west of Phelps and Gorham's

Purchase, except that the Indians reiained eleven reserva

tions, amounting to about three hundred and thirty - eight

square miles, among them the Caneadea reservation , else

where spoken of, and the Oil Spring reservation , one mile

square, about three- fifths of which lay on the western border

of the town of Cuba.

It was by his speeches in the councils affecting the title to

the lands of western New York that the Seneca chief Red

Jacket came into prominence. He figures in history as a

crafty demagogue, vain , ambitious and dishonest ; a coward

in war and a sot in peace; chiefly noted for his harangues

against parting with the lands of the Seneca nation , and the

bitterness he usually manifested against the power by whose

grace alone the nation had any lands after the Revolution .

The conveyance from Massachusetts to Mr. Morris was

made May 1th , 1791 , by five deeds . The first covered the

land between Phelps and Gorham's Purchase and a line be

ginning twelve miles west of theirs on the Pennsylvania

border and running due north to Lake Ontario . The next

three embraced as many sixteen -mile strips crossing the

State north and south , and the fifth what remained to the

westward of these.

The tract covered by the first mentioned deed was what

has been called “ Morris's Reserve,” from the fact that he

retained the disposition of this section in his own hands

when he subsequently sold all west of it . It included in

Allegany county the two ranges of townships beginning on

the south with Alma and Willing. He sold the reserve in

large tracts, though small as compared with his purchases.

Its western boundary, separating it from the Holland Pur

chase, was the east transit ” line, so called because it was

run with a transit instrument in connection with astronomi

cal observations, the variation of the magnetic needle dis

qualfying the surveyor's compass for running a meridian

line . It is called the “ east " transit to distinguish it from

a similarly surveyed meridian passing through Lockport ,

which is called the " west ” transit. The laying down of

this line was a slow and laborious operation . It involved

nothing less than felling a strip of timber three or four rods

wide most of the way across the State to give unobstructed

range to the miniature telescope of the transit.

quired, beside three surveyors, a considerable force of

On most of the line all hands camped where

night overtook them in the unbroken wilderness. All the

summer and autumn of 1798 was consumed in running the

first eighty miles of the transit meridian, there being about

thirteen miles remaining undone on the 22nd of No

vember.

The surveyor in charge of this work was Joseph Ellicott .

He was born in Bucks county, Pennsylvania, in 1756. In

1770 the family removed to Maryland and founded Ellicott's

9
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Mills , on the Patapsco river . Joseph was taught surveying

by his brother Andrew, who was afterward surveyor-general

of the United States and professor of mathematics at West

Point. He assisted the latter in laying out the city of

Washington , and in 1791 surveyed the boundary line be

tween the State of Georgia and the Creek Indian lands .

The remaining years of his business career were chiefly spent

in the service of the Holland Land Company, so called .

His intimate connection, in this capacity, with the history of

western New York is thus summed up by the historian of

the Holland Purchase :

“ No man has ever, perhaps, been so closely identified

with the history of any region as he is with the history of

the Holland Purchase. He was not only the land agent ,

superintending from the start surveys and settlement,

exercising locally a one -man power and influence ; but for

a long period he was far more than this . In all the early

years of settlement, especially in all things having reference

to the organization of towns , counties, erection of public

buildings, the laying out of roads, the establishment of post

offices — in all that related to the convenience and prosperity

of the region over which his agency extended-he occupied

a prominent position, a close identity, that few if any

patrons of new settlements have ever attained.”

CHAPTER VIII .
of axmen ,

THE HOLLAND PURCHASE AND PURCHASERS SURVEYS,

Jan Willink , Wilhem Willink, jr . , and Jan Willink , jr.

years after Jan Gabriel Van Staphorst, Roelif Van Staphorst,

jr . , Cornelius Vallenhoven and Hendrick Seye also acquired

an interest in the tract .

The land (three hundred thousand acres falling to

Wilhem and Jan Willink and their sons, who had their

choice of situation , was located , says Mr. Orsamus Turner,

“ in the southeast corner of the tract , for the reason

that it was nearest Philadelphia , the residence of their

agent general . This selection contained the territory

now composing the towns of Bolivar, Wirt, Friendship,

the east part of Belfast, Genesee , Clarksville and Cuba,

in Allegany county; Portville and the east parts of Hins

dale , in Cattaraugus county ."

When the Indian title to the Holland Purchase had been

extinguished by Mr. Morris, in 1797 , measures were imme

diately taken for the survey of the tract, so that it might be

put in market, sold and settled . Operations were directed

from Philadelphia by Theophilus Cazenove, who was the

first general agent of the Hollanders . He appointed Joseph

Ellicott chief surveyor, and in the autumn of 1797 he and

Augustus Porter, Mr. Morris's surveyor, as a step toward

ascertaining the actual area of the purchase, made a tour of

its lake and river front. The running of the east transit

line in the next year by Mr. Ellicott, as already related ,

was another step in the survey of the Holland Purchase;

and at the same time " eleven other surveyors, each with

his corps chainmen , etc. , went to work at differ

ent points, running the lines of ranges, townships and res

ervations . All through the Purchase the deer were startled

from their hiding -places, the wolves were driven growling

from their lairs by bands of men with compasses and theodo

lites, chains and flags, while the red occupants looked sul

lenly on at the rapid parceling out of their broad and fair

domain ."

The division of the land began on the plan which had

been followed in Phelps and Gorham's purchase, namely,

the laying off of six -mile strips reaching from Pennsylvania

to Lake Ontario, called ranges , and numbered from east to

west ; and dividing them by east and west lines into reg

ular townships, numbered from south to north . Each town

ship was to be sub- divided into sixteen mile-and -a- half

squares, called sections, and each of these into twelve lots,

three -fourths of a mile by one fourth, containing one

hundred and twenty acres apiece. After twenty - four town

ships had been surveyed on this plan the subdivision was

judged unnecessarily minute, and was so much so as to be

often ill adapted to the surface of the ground ; thereafter

the mile -and - a -half squares composing a township were each

divided into four three-quarter -mile squares, of three

hundred and sixty acres apiece, which were sold off in

quantities to suit purchasers , quite commonly going off in

one -hundred -and - twenty acre lots , as originally planned .

In the first range of the Holland Purchase Bolivar is

township 1 ; Wirt , township 2 ; Friendship , township 3 ;

Belfast , township 4 ; Caneadea , township 5 ; Hume, town

ship 6. The eastern boundary of all these towns is the

east transit line . In the second range Genesee is township I ;

Clarksville , township 2 ; Cuba, township 3 ; New Hud

son , township 4 ; Rushford , township 5 ; Centerville, town

ship 6 .

The theoretically regular division of the Holland Pur

SALES AND FIRST SETTLEMENTS .

a

ECEMBER 24th , 1792 , Robert Morris deeded

to Herman Leroy and John Linklaen one and

and a half million acres of his land west of the

east transit line. On the 27th of the following

February he gave a deed for a million of acres to

these gentlemen and Gerrit Boon . July 20th , 1793 ,

he conveyed to the same three parties eight hundred

thousand acres ; and on the same day to Herman Leroy,

William Bayard and Matthew Clarkson three hundred

thousand acres. These gentlemen purchased this vast tract

as trustees for a number of rich merchants of Amsterdam ,

Holland,who have been commonly spoken of as the Holland

Company and the Holland Land Company, though there was

no corporation with either of those titles . The immense

estate acquired by them , being all of New York west of the

east transit line, except the Indian reservations and the State

mile strip along the Niagara, constituted the Holland Pur

chase.

The purchasers bought through the above -named citizens

of New York because they themselves, as foreigners, could

not at the time legally hold real property in the State . The

Legislature of 1798 , however, changed this regulation, and

the trustees thereupon turned over the property to the actual

owners ; all but three hundred thousand acres being trans

ferred to Wilhem Willink, Nicholas Van Staphorst, Pieter

Van Eeghen , Hendrick Vallenhoven and Rutger Jan Schim

melpenninck. The remainder went to Wilhem Willink,

1
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per cent."

was

chase into square townships was of course in some cases

broken in upon by bodies and streams of water, and was

also interfered with by the Indian reservations. Town

boundaries in the region we are considering have generally

been made to conform to range and township lines, and

many of the roads, running to the cardinal points of the

compass, where the face of the country permits, also slow

traces of the surveying system of the Holland proprietors.

The price at first charged by them for their lands was

$ 2.75 per acre , one - tenth to be paid down . The proprietors

found it very difficult to obtain this ten per cent . advance

payment. It was extremely desirable to secure settlers for

the tract, for every pioneer who located made the country

more attractive to others who might be contemplating a

similar movement. Lands could be had very cheap in parts of

the State nearer the centers of population, and also in Ohio ;

while farms in Canada were offered by the British govern

ment at sixpence per acre. The competition among the

owners of large tracts was thus so strong that the pro

prietors of the Holland Purchase often waived all advance

payment by actual settlers. Even so their lands at first

went off but slowly. The rate of sales , however, constantly

increased . In 1801 there were 40 ; in 1802 , 56 ; in 1803 ,

230 ; in 1804 , 300 ; in 1805 , 415 ; in 1806 , 524 ; in 1807 ,

607 ; in 1808 , 612 ; in 1809 , 1,160.

An interesting exhibit of the state of business in western

New York in 1804 is afforded in “ a description of the Gen.

esee country, ” by Robert Monroe. From it we extract the

following :

“ Trade is yet in its infancy, and has much increased

within a few years . Grain is sent in considerable quantities

from Seneca lake and the Conhocton, Canisteo, Canawisque

and Tioga rivers to markets on Susquehanna river, and

four, potash and other produce to Albany ; and a consider

able quantity of grain has for some years past been exported

by sleighs in winter to the west of Albany. Whiskey is

distilled in considerable quantities, and mostly consumed in

the country, and is also exported to Canada and to Susque

hanna. The produce of the country is received by store

keepers in payment for goods, and , with horses and cattle, is

paid for land . Several thousand bushels of grain have been

purchased in the winter beginning this year, 1804 , for money

at Newtown [ Elmira) , and at the milis near Cayuga lake ,

Hemp is raised on Genesee river and carried to Albany .

Droves of cattle and horses are to different markets, and

a considerable number of cattle and other provisions are

used at the markets of Canadarqua (Canandaigua] and Ge

neva, at Niagara , and by settlers emigrating into the country .

Cattle commonly sell for money at a good price, and as this

country is very favorable for raising them they will probably

become the principal article for market ; many being of

opinion that the raising of stock is more profitable as well as

easier than any mode of farming. The following is a list of

prices of articles and the rate of wages since January 1801 :

" Wheat, from 62 cents to $ 1 a bushel ; corn , from 37 to

50 cents a bushel ; rye, from 50 cents to 62 cents a bushel ;

hay, from $6 to $ 12 a ton ; butter and cheese, from 10 to 16

cents a pound ; a yoke of oxen , $50 to $80 ; milk cows , from

$ 16 to $25 ; cattle for driving , $3 to $4 a hundred pounds;

a pair of good working horses, $ 100 to $ 125 ; sheep, from

$ 2 to $4 ; pork , fresh killed, in winter, $4 to $6 a hundred,

and salted in spring, $8 to $ 10 ; whisky, from 50 to 75 cents

a gallon ; salt , $ i a bushel , weighing 56 pounds; field ashes,

4 to 9 cents a bushel ;-600 bushels may be manufactured

into a ton of pot or pearl ash , which has been sold at mar

ket at $ 125 to $ 150 , and some persons, by saving their

ashes or by manufacturing them have nearly cleared the

cost of improving land ; the wages of a laborer, $ 10 to $ 15

a month and board ; a suit of clothes made at $4 to $5 ;

a pair of shoes, $ 1.75 to $ 2.50 . Store goods are sold at

very moderate prices, the expense of carriage from Albany

to New York being about $2 a hundred weight."

Up to 1821 only about half of the Holland Purchase

had been sold . In that year the proprietors offered the

remainder “ for a consideration which would cover the

original amount of purchase money and interest of four

The next year they offered to sell out at four

shillings per acre. “ The final result," says Turner,

probably better than would be inferred from these offers."

A frequent effect of the long credit given to settlers was

to make them feel aggrieved when pay day came ; and the

longer they had been in arrears with their interest the more

thoroughly were they persuaded that it was an outrage to

ask them to square up their accounts. They vainly called

the company's title in question, and asked the interference

of the Legislature in their behalf. The financial depression

of 1837 rendered payments harder to make, and the harder

it was to make them the less the debtors owed them, accord

ing to the idea that seems to have prevailed among them.

If they could not shake the title of the Hollanders, they

could terrorize the land agents and hold agrarian meetings

to denounce their debt-paying neighbors as “ Judases;” and

they could and in some cases did stave off payment for their

lands until they gained a title to them by continuance of

“ adverse possession . ” In most cases , however, this bril

jiant expedient was not successfully resorted to, and the

Holland Company's customers for the most part finally paid

for their farms.

In 1810 the Dutch proprietors sold the pre - emption right

to the Indian reservations to David A. Ogden and others

constituting the Ogden Company, for fifty cents per acre,

the area being estimated at 196,000 acres. These gentle

men found the Senecas reluctant to dispose of the remnant

of their lands ; but by several councils the company at

length extinguished the Indian title to nearly all of the

reservations.

I

CHAPTER IX.

THE PULTENEY ESTATE AND CHARLES WILLIAMSON - THE

CHURCH TRACT AND JUDGE PHILIP CHURCH .

a

W
E have mentioned that in the spring of 1791

Robert Morris bought 1,264,000 acres of Phelps

and Gorham's Purchase. These lands were

not in one block , but lay mostly in the north

ern and southern parts of the State . Thle

transfer of this property by Mr. Morris to Sir Wil

liam Pulteney, John Hornby (who, like Pulteney, was a

resident of London) and Patrick Colquhoun, has also been

mentioned . The tract is what has been known as the Pulte
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The nobleman from whom it was named was

the son of Sir James Johnstone , but took the name Pulteney

in 1767 on his marriage to a daughter of General Pulteney,

who was also a niece oi the Earl of Bath . Their daughter,

Henrietta Laura Pulteney, Countess of Bath , inherited the

Pulteney estate on the death of Sir William in May, 1805. From

her it descended to Sir John Lowther Johnstone . He died

in 1811 , having transferred this property to trustees, with

instructions to sell it as soon as possible and invest the

proceeds in the improvement of the Pulteney property in

Great Britain . Sir Frederick Johnstone is the present recip

ient of the avails of the estate, having become such by the

death of his father, George Frederick , a son of Sir John

Lowther Johnstone.

Sir William Pulteney's agent in the purchase of his lands

from Mr. Morris , and in the sale of them to settlers , was a

Scotch gentleman named Charles Williamson . It was not

until 1801 that the estate was formally conveyed by the

agent to the principal , having stood nine years in the name

of the former on account of the law in force at the time of

the purchase preventing aliens from holding real estate in

New York. The abrogation of this law in 1798 (obtained, it

is said , through the influence of Mr. Williamson , who was a

member of the Legislature) was only for a period of three

years, and the conveyance to Sir William was made but

three days before the expiration of that period .

Charles Williamson , the original agent of the Pulteney

Estate , established himself on the site of the village of Bath,

Steuben county. Mr. G. H. McMaster, the entertaining

author of the History of the Settlement of Steuben County,

wrote of him as follows :

Captain Williamson dwelt in his stronghold on the Con

hocton in high style , like a baron of old . All the expenses

necessary to support the state which such a regent should

maintain were borne by the boundless fund which he con

trolled . Gentlemen from far countries came up to the

woods on horseback, and were entertained sumptuously , as

the gallant captain's feudal prototypes were wont to wel

come to their castles straggling crusaders, pilgrims and for

eign knights . There was an abundance of gentility in the

land , both sham and genuine. Sometimes the admiring

wood nymphs, who had heretofore seen only ill -favored and

bare-backed pagans striding through the forest, beheld a

solitary horseman, finely dressed in the most approved fash

ion of the cities, trotting down the interminable lane of

pines, followed at a respectable distance by his servant (a

spectacle which this good republican county has not seen for

many a year) ; and sometimes Captain Williamson himself

might be seen dashing in gallant style through the woods,

with a party of riders from the Hudson or the Roanoke ,

mounted on full -blooded horses , while a functionary from

the baronial kitchen brought up the rear, with luncheon and

a basket of wine . There were, moreover, asses in lions '

hides, who came down with a great flourish and passed

themselves off for real Nubians. A few old settlers have

occasion to remember one of these gentry, a certain captain

a great big man and a mighty fine gentleman, with ruffles

in his shirt and rings on his fingers—who contracted to build

Captain Williamson's stupendous Marengo barns, and one

day went off in a portly and magnificent way without paying

his carpenters."

The Pulteney Estate was represented in the present area

of Allegany county by 21,83872 acres in Independence,

19,317 in Andover, 19,950 /4 in Alfred , 29,119 in Almond,

and 17.342 2 in Burns. None of this area is now owned by

inheritance from the English proprietors, all having been

sold or contracted for. The present agent of the estate is

B. F. Young, Esq ., of Bath , Steuben county.

One of the most famous real estate divisions of Allegany

county in former times was the Church tract . Mr. John B.

Church (sketches of whom and of other members of the

Church family may be found in the history of Angelica) ,

having loaned $80,000 to Mr. Morris, took as security a

mortgage on 100,000 acres of the Morris Reserve ; and on a

foreclosure of the mortgage and sale of the property in 1800

he had it bid in by his son Philip, father of Mr. Richard

Church, of Belvidere . The same tract , six miles in width ,

forms the present towns of Ailen , Angelica, Amity, most of

Scio, a little of Wellsville, and rather more than half of

Granger. From an east and west line crossing the second

range of the Morris Reserve, seven miles and a quarter from

the Pennsylvania boundary, the original Church tract ex

tended northward twenty- six miles to an east and west line

crossing Granger three miles and a quarter from its southern

edge. The rest of Granger was part of the Cotringer tract.

The unpromising character of the Church purchase, in its

natural condition, is felicitously expressed by Mr. A. N.

Cole. The tract, he says, “ covered all over with tall pines,

spreading beeches, elms which bowed , and maples , casting

down shadows on countless hilltops and along numberless

valleys, was, if early history is to be relied upon, so cold and

cheerless in its desolation , that the wolves starved for the

want of sheep to live on , while the sheep could not eat the

grass on account of the frosts and snows forbidding it to

grow ; the catamount lived on the coon , and the coon in

turn subsisted by annual migrations to the cornfields in the

Delta below ."

Philip Church managed the survey and early settlement

of the tract . Setting out from what is now Almond, with a

small party guided by the celebrated Moses Van Campen,

he began the exploration of the grand wilderness estate in

which he had become interested . “ This , ” wrote Orsamus

Turner, " was the first breaking into the woods in all the re

gion which is now embraced in the western portion of Alle

gany , Wyoming, southern portion of Erie, Chautauqua and

Cattaraugus, and all that portion of Pennsylvania bordering

upon this State ; with the exception of Presque Isle and the

solitary family of Francis King, at Cerestown , near the Alle

gheny river, who had a short time before exchanged a resi

dence in the city of London for a solitary one in the back

woods of Pennsylvania, a day's journey from their nearest

neighbor.

“ The party made a pretty thorough exploration of the tract,

camping and breaking up the camp from day to day,

encountering alniost constant rains and swollen streams.

With Judge Church it was a youthful advent—a first intro

duction to the woods—and a pretty rugged specimen he

encountered , as all will acknowledge who have traversed the

alternating hills and valleys of Allegany . Arriving at the

northwest corner of the tract , the party mostly returned to

their homes ; Judge Church and Van Campen, making up

their minds for a pleasure trip, taking an Indian trail that

bore off in the direction of Niagara Falls .

“ This trail led from the Indian village of Caneadea over
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ing the town of Willing and half of the next township north ;

the Bond tract, five thousand acres, in the eastern part of

Ward ; the Cazenove tract, covering all of West Almond ex

cept a strip about one mile by five in the northwest corner ;

the Hollins tract (twelve hundred and eighty acres , in the

southern , and the Dickey tract in the central and eastern

parts of Grove.

Mr. Turner, in his History of the Holland Purchase, re

marked that “ there is little in the way of settlement to notice“

in Allegany previous to the close of 1806 ; " and illustrated

by quoting the following statement of a gentleman named

Metcalf, a resident of Ellicottville : “ In January, 1806 , I

came through from Bath to Angelica, and then on to Olean

Point . The road from Angelica to Olean was then only un

derbrushed ; the logs were not cut out ; I had to lift my

sleigh over them . There were then no inhabitants between

Genesee river and Olean . I found large hunting parties of

Indians encamped about the small settlement that the

Hoopses had commenced, with whom I bartered goods for

furs. "

CHAPTER X.

ANDPOINEER EXPERIENCES– EMIGRATING , BUILDING

CLEARING—SOCIABILITIES-WILD ANIMALS.

the summit that divides the waters of the Genesee from

those of Lake Erie ; fell into the valley of the Cattaraugus ;

then passed over into the valley of the west branch of

Buffalo creek and pursued generally the course of that

stream to the Indian village at its junction with the main

stream , four miles from its mouth ."

One of the first steps in promoting the settlement of the

Church tract was the preparation of a map of it in 1804,

which was accompanied by the following circular :

“ The land is of an excellent quality, and the country, from

the purity and abundance of the streams with which it is

watered, is remarkably healthy .

“ Produce can be transported from within sixteen miles

of the tract down the Susquehanna in arks to Baltimore ,

at two shillings per bushel .

“ A town called Angelica is laid out near the center of the

tract, with four lots in the middle of it upon which church

and schools are to be erected , for the building and support

ing of which two hundred acres are reserved near the town ;

and as the settlement advances two hundred acres on the

north and two hundred acres on the south part of the tract

will be appropriated for a like purpose.

“ The proposed State road from Catskill to Presque Isle

and New Connecticut is already opened as far as this tract ,

upon which a settlement was first commenced in March ,

1804 ; since when a store has been established near the cen

ter of the tract, and a grist and saw - mill erected .

' The lands will be sold at a moderate price , on the fol

lowing terms, which are calculated particularly to accommo

date actual settlers:

“ Those purchasing 100 acres and under, to pay 1-20th

cash , 1-2oth in two years , without any interest , and the re

mainder in seven equal annual payments, with interest .

“ From 100 to 200,-I - Ioth cash , and the remainder in

nine equal annual payments, with interest .

“ From 200 to 300 ,-1-4th cash, and the remainder in

three equal annual payments, with interest.

From 300 to 400,-1-3d cash , and the remainder in two

equal annual payments, with interest .

As an assistance to settlers in building good houses,

boards will be sold to them at a low price for their notes,

payable in nine months.

“ Shares of the Kingston turnpike will be taken in pay

ment for land at par.

" For further particulars apply to the subscriber, residing

at Angelica, who is proprietor of part of the tract , and duly

authorized to dispose of the remainder.

“ Philip CHURCH,

“ Or to his agent,

“ EVERT VAN WICKLE."

Pecuniary embarrassments on the part of John B. Church

about 1807 hindered the sale of the Church tract, as they

bred suspicions of the title of the property sufficient to

deter purchasers from investing in it .

“ The tract six miles wide east of the Cotringer tract and

Church's tract, containing one hundred and fifty thousand

acres, was, " says Turner, “ sold by Mr. Morris to Samuel

Sterrett.” Old maps giving the early real estate divisions of

the county also place Sterrett's name upon a tract of twenty

five thousand acres embracing the town of Alma and a half

mile strip of the next township north . On such maps will

be found laid down the Willing and Francis tract , compris

EDIOUSLY and lumberingly, through woods,

across rivers , along roads that have been cor

duroyed and roads that sadly need to be cor

duroyed , over dry places and through swamps ,

over high hills and through tortuous mountain

passes, a heavy wagon has been rolling and slipping

and sliding-sometimes floating, where the fording

places were not good - for many days . Did you ever see

one of those heavy old Dutch wagons, with wheels that

have spokes like small saplings and felloes like those in the

wheels of a modern stone truck ; that have poles bent

across, bow-fashion , from side to side of the stout box, and

covered over with a canopy of canvas to keep out the wind,

the storm and the sweltering sunshine ? Such is the wagon

of which we write—a wagon drawn by a span of sorrily

jaded horses that have seen nothing resembling the inside

of a comfortable stable for weeks , and in which ride a

woman and two or three small children , the husband and

father, perchance, trudging by the side of the vehicle,

sinking at times knee deep into the mud or staggering over

a fallen log or large stone, in his desire to guide the team

and at the same time lighten their burden by walking.

He is a strong, well built six -footer, with heart to brave

every danger, the kind of man for a pioneer, leaving behind

him the comforts and pleasures of civilized life, and going

to endure hardships, reverses, struggles, trials, and perhaps

to die in a wild country, leaving wife and children to

wrest their sustenance from land uncultivated and unpaid

for, or to make their way back to civilization as best they

may. But he hesitates not. For himself he cares nothing ;

but his wife and children ? Is he doing right in isolating

her from home and kindred and all of the associations of
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her childhood and her girlhood ? Is he doing right in tak

ing their children to the far away new country , to rear them

on the outskirts of civilization , where education had not yet

one rude temple and Christianity no voice to proclaim its

truth ?

These questions he has discussed with his wife over and

over again . They have been settled before leaving their

former home ; but somehow they will not stay settled .

They have forced themselves upon his attention many times

during the slow and tedious journey ; but it is too late now

to reason about them , and resolutely he sets his face toward

the west—for it has, from the earliest days, been west that

the sturdy pioneer has bent his steps , ever west , and fur

ther west ! There is no complaint from the patient woman

in the wagon .

It is nightfall—the sun sunk below the tree -tops an hour

ago , and the dim shadows of approaching darkness are

creeping over the forest, while afar off can be heard the

cries of the owl and the whippowil , and over in the swamp

at the left bull - frogs are croaking dismally and “ peepers "

are singing merrily. It is nightfall , and one of the children

is asleep on a pile of stuff in the wagon and the baby is

asleep in the mother's arms . Her eight year old boy sits

beside her, gazing out over the horses ' heads, at the shadows

dropping down, one by one, over the wood. He looks

tired, but hopeful , she thinks, as she watches him a moment.

She knows what kind of a life is before her-she can half

realize some of its trials and hardships and disappointments,

but not all of them . She knows that she and her husband

will never live to have many years ' enjoyment of the fruits

of their sacrifice and toil, but their children will—it is for

these that she has consented to risk the perils of pioneer

life .

A few days more, and they have reached their destina

tion . Again it is evening . Dimly they can see that they

are in the midst of a little opening in the timber, watered by

a small stream that flows through it . Here they will erect

their cabin on the morrow ; to - night - one night more — they

will sleep in the wagon . The tired horses are watered at

the babbling stream and tethered where they can get their

fill of the grass that grows rankly in the opening. Then a

fire is made on the ground , a hasty meal is prepared , a few

minutes are passed in conversation and many more in silent

thought; after that , weariness and drowsiness overcome

them and they know no more till they are awakened at dead

of night by the snapping and snarling of wolves prowling

about the outskirts of the opening. The fire has died down

and its smouldering embers can be scarcely seen . It is the

fire that has kept the wolves off till now. The man raises

himself on his elbow and , lifting the corner of the canvas

cover of the wagon , looks out. Presently one of the ani

mals, more bold than his fellows, emerges from the timber

and comes stealthily toward the half startled horses. He is

followed in a minute by another and another ! The fore

most is now alarmingly near one of the horses .
The man

reaches for his rifle. In a moment it is at his shoulder.

His quick glance runs along the barrel ; there is a lurid

fash , a sharp report , a howl of agony—and the wolf is

stretched dead on the ground, while his blood -thirsty follow

ers are hurrying away in the gloom . This is not the first

time wolves have molested them since they came into the

wilderness—it is a matter for determined action but scarcely

one to keep them long awake. The fire is rekindled and

they sleep again , and are only awakened by the singing of

the birds in the trees overhead , after the sun is up in the

morning

The preparations for the erection of a log house are begun

without delay . First several trees are felled , trimmed, cut

up into lengths and laid on the ground in piles on the four

sides of the place where the cabin is to stand . Then the

work of placing them in their proper position begins . It is

no easy task , for the logs are heavy ; but the man and the

boy both work with a will . They have slept in the wagon

so long that the thought of lying down that night in their

own house, even if it is unfurnished , affords an incentive to

extra exertion . The work goes briskly on through the day.

So many logs have been rolled up and notched together at

the corners that by nightfall the walls of the house are

done. An opening has been left at one side for a door, and

a smaller one opposite for a window. It is too late and the

builders are too weary to do more than this to - night ; so a

couple of blankets are stretched across one end of the struc

ture to serve as a temporary roof, another is hung over the

doorway, and the house is ready for its first night's occu

pancy.

In the morning the work is resumed . Poles are laid across

the top of the walls to support the chamber floor, a ridge

pole and rafters are put up and *hen the roof is laid on them

-a roof of broad bark strips, held in place by poles fas

tened at the ends with slender strips of green bark . An

opening is left in the chamber floor, a rude ladder is con

structed and set up , affording communication with the loft ;

and, with the exception of the window and the door, the

carpenter work on the house is done, and the family stand

and look at it with a feeling of such relief as they have not

felt during all their long journey. It is but a cabin of logs,

a rude hut only twelve by fifteen feet square, with a hole in

the roof to let out the smoke,—not such a residence as is

built in these days of elegance and luxury,—but it is a home !

Of course no sash and glass are at hand, but the necessity

which is said to be the mother of all invention gives birth

to an idea at the right moment, and the pioneer is not

left without resource. The window hole is not very large ,

and he goes to the wagon and gets an old newspaper, one

that was printed far away in New England or Pennsylvania ,

and with some hesitation he tears it in two-for it will be a

long time, perhaps, before another newspaper comes to him

-saturates it with grease and stretches it across the opening

and the window is complete ; one that will not permit the

inmates of the house to look out, but will let the light in .

The canvas which has afforded them shelter during the

journey is taken from the wagon , folded to the proper size

and suspended over the aperture left for ingress and egress ,

and this is the door that must serve till a more substantial

one can be made of planks split out of logs—a bit of extra

work that may be done in any leisure hours before cold

weather comes. The openings between the logs are to be

" chinked," or filled with pieces of wood split out of the

proper size and secured in place by the use of a thick mor

tar of mud, and a fire -place is to be constructed ; but these

can be dispensed with until after the house is furnished and

some sort of a shelter has been provided for the horses. In

the following cut our readers will recognize the edifice

thus completed—the pioneer's castle.

а
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There is no trip to a furniture store, attended with the

trouble of selection and the usual banter about the price,

common to these later days . The house is soon furnished

“ without money and without price, " and as well as any

other house within a circuit of twenty miles or more.

And this is how it is done : For chairs, three or four

blocks of the proper height are sawed from the end of a

log ; for bedsteads, holes are bored in one of the logs at

the side of the building, a foot and a half from the ground,

poles about four feet long are hewn off at one end and

driven into them, the other extremity being supported on

blocks similar to those used for chairs, and on these are

laid some small boughs, then blankets and quilts ; the

table is constructed at one side of the place in the same

manner as the frame for the beds , its top being a wide, flat

piece split from a large log and hewn as smooth as possible;

the fire - place , which is the most primitive of all, is simply a

spot on the ground under the aperture in the roof. The

cooking utensils were brought in the wagon . They are a

long-handled frying -pan , a cast - iron bake - kettle and one or

two tin pans, one of which serves the purpose of a tea -kettle,

in the absence of the black earthen “ steeper " which was

broken on the way. Some knives, some tinned - iron spoons,

some forks, and some cups and saucers and a few plates, all

of the “ blue - edged ” variety, now nearly out of existence,

comprise the table furniture.

And thus they begin housekeeping in their new home,

miles distant from any other human habitation, and beyond

the reach of mails and other conveniences of the densely

populated districts. Here, with faith in their God and faith

in themselves, they begin to live their new life-a life of

progress from the most primitive elements of civilization

through all the years that shall be given them to the pros

perity of the future-a life given unreservedly for the bene

fit of those who shall live when they are gone-a career of

hardship and of unremitting toil freely devoted to the coming

generation.

Here , amid such surroundings and with the most primitive

appliances and the most meagre facilities , the pioneer begins

to exact from Nature the fruits of honest toil . He chops,

he logs, he plants and sows and gathers in with each suc

ceeding year ; and as the work goes on the little clearing

gradually extends its limits, encroaching on the surrounding

forest till the patch has grown to be a small farm , with sub

stantial rail fences and improved buildings, a door having

superseded the canvas curtain , a chimney having been built

of sticks plastered with mortar, and a comfortable stable

having been erected for the horses. Inside the house the

blocks of wood have given place to three-legged stools , the

beds are a trifle easier to lie upon , and a foor of hewn

planks has replaced the hard , bare earth which was the first

floor.

By and by other settlers begin to come into the vicinity .

One by one log cabins are erected until , within a radius of

a dozen miles, there are as many habitations, and it is be

ginning to be common for the settlers to talk of their neigh

bors, —but perhaps not as some people talk of their neigh

bors at the present time. To the lonely pioneers, the sight

of a human face is so grateful that they never pause to ques

tion whether it belongs to a rich man or a poor one . In

such a community all are friends, all are ready to help each

other along, to do neighborly kindnesses, to contribute to

the general prosperity and the general happiness. One's

neighbors, like many other good things, are valued in pro

portion to the smallness of their number, and an acquaint

ance who lives ten or twenty miles away, and whom one does

not often see, is held in higher estimation than one whom it

is no luxury to see and whose frequent visits are looked for

ward to as inflictions; and if one has but a few neighbors,

and if they all dwell inconveniently distant , one is likely to

contemplate the not very frequent social meetings which

bring them all together with pleasurable anticipations .

Parties were few in those days, though as settlement ad

vanced an occasional dance was participated in by the rustic

a
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belles and beaux, Not more than two or three dozen , at

most, would be present, and often it was difficult to get to

gether a sufficient number of girls to make the affair a

success . On one occasion two young men walked more

than twenty miles through the woods to another settlement,

invited a couple of girls to accompany them to one of these

frolics, and came back with them on foot, carrying them on

their shoulders over a stream they were obliged to cross.

At another time two young men arrived at the residence of

a sylvan belle at the same time and with the same errand ,

that of securing her company to an approaching party.

The lady had no decided choice, and as no satisfactory

settlement of the difficulty could be arrived at , it was tinally

agreed that she should go with both of her admirers, which

she is said to have done, conducting herself with so much

circumspection as to keep them both good -humored through

out the whole time tiil they returned her safe home. Those

who lived on roads leading directly to the appointed place

came in wagons. Others, who lived in the woods, where

some of the prettiest girls were found, often mounted a

horse behind a young man, with a blanket to sit upon ,

dressed in their every day apparel, with woolen stockings

and strong shoes on . They would dash through the woods

on some trail , through streams and over every obstacle in

their way, carrying a bundle containing their ball dress in

their hands. Upon their arrival a few minutes at the toilet

put them in condition for the dance.

The pioneer fiddler was always a well-known individual

and often an original character. Sometimes he was a " jack

at all trades.” His music was never of a high order, but it

was of the kind to suit the times--loud if not grand , and

energetic if not artistic , His favorite tunes were “ Walk

Jaw Bones," " Fisher's Hornpipe," " The Devil's Dream ,

“ The Bummer's Reel,” and a few others of the same kind .

When the interest in the dance began to manifest itself by

grotesque and original steps on the part of the dancers, he

would often accompany his violin with a rollicking song,

bringing in all of the " calls " in rhyme, frequently ending the

" set " by singing out, " Four gents forward and" -after a

long pause, giving the swains time to balance in the center

of the room— “ ladies take your seats . ” This was a favorite

trick of his, which invariably created a laugh at the expense

of the young fellows thus unceremoniously deserted by their

partners . The amusements of old and young were enjoyed

with keen relish . There were quilting, husking, apple

paring, raising, chopping, logging and other “ bees, ” and

every gathering of the kind was a joyous occasion, giving a

double enjoyment from the consciousness of profitable ein

ployment and social intercourse. They were the means by

which the pioneers helped each other along, and to the

friendly spirit which prompted them the citizens of the

county are largely indebted for the prosperity of to

day.

The vast forests in which the pioneers established them

selves abounded with game animals and birds, and were

infested with beasts of prey ; so that the settlers could de

vote much time to hunting without the suspicion of idleness

or “ shiftlessness ” that sometimes attaches to a sports

man in a settled community, absorbed in trade or manufac

ture. The first settlers were not only at liberty , but required

by their circumstances, to be hunters and trappers, to eke

out their supplies of food and money, and protect their

flocks and herds by the slaughter of the ravenous beasts that

prowled the forests for their destruction .

The most dreaded denizen of the woods was the lithe and

ferocious American panther. Their half-human screech , cat

like agility , and tenacity of life made them objects of terror

to the defenseless, and even the backwoodsman, armed,

shrank from an encounter. More numerous, less feared ,

and a pest to those who attempted to raise sheep, were the
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wolves. Hiding in the swamps by day, they issued forth in

numbers at night, and when a few sheep had been brought

in , these became the especial object of their notice .

times their howling was terrific, and the forest seemed filled

with them. High fences were built in which the sheep were

yarded, and the settlers were obliged at times to go out to

scare the wolves off. Cattle were occasionally attacked by

them , but, save in packs by night and stimulated by hunger,

they were not dangerous. Traps, deadfalls and pits were

resorted to, and the pests were soon thinned out. Hunts

took place after the war of 1812 , and the wolves , save in few

instances, disappeared. The bear of the Genesee was a ter

ror and a pest . Their exploits in carrying away swine in

broad daylight from near the cabins, and their havoc in the

cornfields, form a large part of pioneer reminiscence.

In early years hogs roamed in droves over the uplands

along the Genesee river. They were derived from those

brought here by the Indians, and were wild , dangerous and

untamable. They were hunted as any other wild game when

wanted for pork or when found injuring the crops. It is

said that hogs brought in became wild and were shot , or

hunted with dogs . In combats with the bear the wild hogs

were often victorious ; and on one occasion , when a settler

had made a party and gone out in the early fall to capture

his hogs, the contest was as exciting and dangerous as if

they had never been domesticated . Some twenty of these

savage creatures were placed in a stoutly -built pen of large

size, and when the owner came to feed them they would

rush forward with arched back and champing tusks and

endeavor to make an attack . One seemed in the forest to

become the leader. He was seen to take his position before

the drove, and defeat all assailants, bears and dogs. An

Indian was once treed by him, and the siege was kept up

until others brought relief.

Deer were very abundant, and as far back as Denonville's

expedition a party of Indians sent out from Niagara in ad

vance of the main army had piled up two hundred when

overtaken . During the winter of 1806 and 1807 a deep

snow fell , a thaw followed , and the openings were left near

ly bare, while an ice -crust formed on the snow in the woods

brought many deer to the open tracts, where the settlers

could kill all they wanted . Two years later a similar snow

and crust occurred , and the deer were pursued by wolf, dog,

and man. They were known to take refuge among the stock

in the farmers ' yards. Venison was of great assistance as a

means of subsistence to new settlers.

A smaller, but by far the most annoying , animal early

known was the raccoon . Their ravages among the corn were

very destructive. The settlers were obliged to hunt them,

and their fur paid for the trouble .

All accounts of the Genesee country notice the dens of

rattlesnakes along the banks of the river. They were known

to find their way outward ten to twelve miles during the

summer, and return to the dens on the approach of winter.

One man is said to have killed forty in a day , and we learn of

an occasion when a party ascended the river one day in canoes

and killed three hundred. These snakes were held in dread

by the settlers, and were found in most unexpected places.

At times they were discovered about the house and under

the beds . They were met in the harvest fields while reap

ing, and the habit of going barefoot rendered the danger of

being bitten greater . Considering their number, the cases

of injury from this source were rare.

Pigeons, ducks and geese came in flocks of countless

numbers. The geese came fall and spring. Ducks were

abundant on the river and its tributary streams. Pigeons

came in such numbers that it was difficult to protect the

new.sown wheat from their predations. Roosts were
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known in various places. Large numbers were caught in

nets . There were times in the fall when the fields and

woods were alive with these birds, and the roar of their

wings as they took flight has been likened to that of thun

der . They were seen to retire as settlements progressed to

remote, unfrequented regions . The first settlers found the

raven in the country, and not the crow . The advent of the

latter is believed to have occurred about 1817 . “ It was

some time before they became permanent residents and had

fairly expelled the raven.”

Mr. McMaster gives in his capital History of the Settle

ment of Steuben County a sketch of the famous borderer

“ Ben ” Patterson, in the course of which he tells the fol

lowing story :

" He was, of course , a crack shot , and carried a rifle which

killed where vulgar guns smoked in vain In one of his ex

cursions with Captain Williamson he found a wild ox roving

over the vast Genesee flats, which , by his sagacity and swift

ness, baffled all the efforts of the Indians to destroy him.

This beast was the last of several domestic oxen which at

times strayed to these marvelous meadows and became wild

as buffaloes. They lived like the cattle of Eden in the lux .

urious pasture of the flats during the summer, and in the

winter , by thrusting their noses through the snow, ate the

frozen grass below and sustained life quite comfortably.

All had been slain but the one which was now grazing in

that great field, and his faculties had been so sharpened by

the relapse to barbarism that it was quite impossible for

even the craft of the Indians to circumvent him . His scent

was almost as keen as the elk's ; his eyesight was so quick

and suspicious that before the red men could skulk within

gunshot of him he shook his great white horns and raced

off through the high grass like an antelope . Captain Wil

liamson charged Patterson to lay low the head of this famous

beast. The hunter crept along carefully while the ox was

grazing, and when it raised its head and stared around the

plain to discern an enemy, lay flat in the grass. Either his

patience or his skill was greater than that of the Indians,

for he completely outgeneraled the wary animal , got

within fair shooting range of it , fred and brought it down .

The savages set up a great whooping, and crowded around

the fallen ox as though it were a horned horse or a sea

elephant. One of its noble horns, suitably carved and orna

mented, afterward hung at the hunter's side as a powder

horn .”

Not only were the settlers supplied with flesh and fowl ,

but with fish in abundance and of the best quality.

Speckled trout were plenty in the river and its tributaries .

It is said that a string of one hundred and fifty could be

taken at Allen's creek without changing ground. It was not

till 1810 that pickerel and other lake fish were placed by

William Wadsworth and others in Conesus lake. The in

troduction of pickerel above the Genesee falls dates the

disappearance of the trout. There were those to whom the

forest and stream gave a living for years, and when the set

tlements thickened these withdrew to find elsewhere a

renewal of the life which was not without its attrac

tions.
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CHAPTER XI .

PIONEER FARMING - FIRST SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS, MEET

INGS AND PREACHERS - THE PUBLIC HEALTH .

HE agricultural implements in use in the early

days were of the most primitive order. Much

of the first farning was done without the almost

indispensable aid of a plow , and the earliest

plows were of home manufacture, having often been

made from the crotch of a tree which nature had

fashioned something after the required pattern , and

which the settler had only to sharpen and finish in the most

unpretentious way imaginable. Afterward clumsy wrought

iron plows were introduced , which were effective only to

stir up the surface of the ground , having wooden mould

boards in some cases, the point only being imported . To

construct a drag was an easy matter. The settler had only

to cut two round sticks of unequal length , joining them in

such a manner that the end of the longer one projected suf

ficiently to attach the chain, and boring four holes for teeth

in the longer and three in the shorter piece , the two being

held apart at the rear by a wooden brace. Flails were the

only threshers and hand - fans the only separators. Hoes

and rakes were very heavy and very strong, for there were

few forges in the country, and it was no easy matter to get a

broken tool repaired . Grain was cut with a sickle and hay

with an old -fashioned scythe, as heavy as it was unhandy .

With such tools seed was put in the ground, the work of

cultivation went on and crops were harvested . Sometimes

they were almost an entire failure and sometimes there was

an overabundance, but the average yield was good .

there were no markets established ; while grain was abundant,

it could not be converted into funds with which to pay for

land , but there was usually no scarcity of food. A favorite

mode of money-making in the early days was that of locat

ing and improving a claim and " selling the betterment, ” as

disposing of the improvement at an advance was called.

Some settlers repeated this operation several times, gaining

a little with each transaction, and finally buying and pay

ing for a desirable farm.

Among the few business advantages offered to the pioneers

was that afforded by a market for “ black salts " which was

created at an early day . “ All who could raise a kettle,"

wrote one informed as to the make-shifts of that time,

" entered upon the manufacture of this new article of com

It brought money into the country, enabled settlers

to pay taxes and buy necessaries, and promoted the clearing

of land.” The manufacture and sale of potash was another

enterprise which proved a God -send to the pioneers. “ The

trade in the product of their ashes,” says the writer quoted

above, “ for which merchants paid half in cash and the

rest in goods, seemed almost providential . New settlers put

up rough leaches and generally made black salts . When

kettles were available, potash was manufactured . The lands

timbered with elm , beech and maple supplied a value in

ashes to almost pay for clearing. It was an expedient of

the new settler to go into the forest, cut down trees, roll

them in heaps, and burn them, having in mind no thought

of clearing, but to supply a want of store trade or money .

The proceeds of the burnt log -heaps in the clearings sup

plied many families with the nesessaries of life where other

wise there would have been destitution. One must be

willfully blind not to see in this relief thus afforded a provi

dential aid ." The timber, which was looked upon as a

hindrance to agricultural progress, was thus removed,

becoming a source of profit and making way for the work of

underbrushing, grubbing and cultivation, which could not

have been prosecuted until its removal. Another and a

later element of progress was the sale of timber and

staves.

Saw -mills were first built at a comparatively early day in

the history of the county. They were small and easy of

construction, and were located on some stream whose waters

provided their motive power, and convenient to the timber

the manufacture of which into lumber proved a source of

profit. There was usually but one saw, and from the

peculiar manner in which it was hung the mills were known

as “ English mills,” by which title , though they have long since

gone out of use , they are referred to at the present time.

With the increase of the number of these mills and the

gradual growth of the lumber trade the fortunes of the

settlers improved. They were enabled to dispose of their

timber profitably, and at the same time clear their lands and

buy lumber with which to erect buildings to replace their

early log houses and out-buildings.

Before grist-mills were introduced, the settlers labored

under a great disadvantage, sometimes being obliged to carry

their grain by the single bag- full across the backs of horses

to a distant mill, consuming several days in the trip and

having to go often on account of the impossibility of taking

much at a time. Many families kept one or two mortars or

“ hominy blocks ” in which to pound corn . They were

generally made in the stump of a tree near the house, the

top of it being cut off square and burned or gouged out

hollow, the cavity being large enough to receive the corn ;

and to relieve the laborer the pounder was frequently sus

pended by means of a spring -pole . The first grist - mills

were small , usually having only one run of stones and often

lying idle much of the time for want of water.

The early schools , though not so good as they might have

been , were certainly conducive in no small degree to that

intellectual growth which must precede all systematic and

permanent improvement in any community. The teachers

were often strangers who were traveling through the coun

try, and who paused to replenish their purses or gain a few

months of recreation in school teaching. Sometimes they

were foreigners, often they were intemperate, and they were

all addicted to the use of the rod . Sometimes, so un

certain and unreliable were they, three or four changes

would occur in a single year, the first going away and giving

place to another and he, in turn , making a place for a new

The school -houses were generally built by “ bees, ”

or gatherings of such settlers as had children to be educated .

They were log structures, a little better, because built at a

later day, than the first residence described in the preceding

chapter. The seats were benches made of slabs, split from

logs, with legs inserted in auger holes at the corners. The

desks, when there were any, were constructed after the same

plan ; there was no blackboard , and the entire stock of ap

paratus consisted of a half -dozen well - seasoned switches,

and a substantial ruler, and no opportunity was neglected to
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make use of these appliances for the general advancement

of the causes of education and good manners.

In those days the question was not , Has the teacher a

good education ? ” but “ Is he stout ? Has he good govern

ment ?” It was a frequent practice in some districts to

smoke out the entire school or to " bar out” the teacher.

Frequently there was a conspiracy among the large boys to

whip the teacher and break up the school . Their at .

tempts in this direction were successful for several succes.

sive years, and then , when the district had won a bad name

and come to be shunned by the generality of pedagogues, a

stranger with well -developed governing powers would hap

pen along, open a school and speedily reduce the belligerent

" big boys " to a condition of subjection and prompt if not

cheerful obedience , thus setting the ball of education rolling

on .

The text- books were few and scarcely up to the present

standard . At first any book , be it Bible or almanac, was

admissible as a reader, and there was little uniformity in the

other books. Among those used most may be mentioned

Noah Webster's Spelling Book, Daboll's Arithmetic , Morse's

Geography, Murray's Grammar and the English Reader. In

some schools the United States Speller was used, the first

reading lesson in which is as follows ·

-

“ My son , do no ill .

Go not in the way of bad men,

For bad men go to the pit .

O, my son , run not in the way of sin . "

The youthful readers were required to memorize such

lessons, and they no doubt impressed truths that had a

lasting influence on their lives and characters. Attempts

were made to inculcate gentlemanly deportment and re

spect for the aged, and many pupils on their way to and

from school would politely raise their hats on meeting

strangers. It is to be regretted that young America to -day

appears to be less susceptible of such instruction , or that it

is not so prominent a feature in the public schools of the

terrific sentences, which fell from their lips with all the

awful force of prophetic utterance ; how their simple

auditors trembled at the terribly vivid picture of the re

ward of sin which was presented to their view ; and how

they rejoiced at the declaration that salvation was “ full

and free " to all who sought it with broken spirits and con

trite hearts ! By scores they owned the saving power of

the Son of Man, and crowded the open space around the

preacher , asking for prayers or praying for themselves. Thus

were the seeds of Christianity planted in the wilderness.

They took root , they were nurtured with anxious care , they

grew and flourished under the watchful and prayerful atten

tion of the pioneers and their sons and daughters—the

parents and grandparents of this generation and they have

brought forth good fruit. It is visible in all the evidences

of the progress of the past and the enlightenment of the

present.

Thus were a few here and there brought into the fold of

the Good Shepherd. Then they organized and began to do

His work . First one " class," as the religious societies were

called , was formed , then another and another, till in every

settlement there were at least “ two or three " who regular

ly " gathered together in the name of the Lord?" Soon

meetings were held with some attempt at regularity in the

school- houses. Circuit preachers would hold services in the

various neighborhoods once in two, three, four or six weeks,

as the case might be. By and by several districts were

united in one charge and put ur.der the pastorate of a min

ister who went from one to another, managing somehow to

make the circuit once a week, though often obliged to preach

once every week day and two or three times Sundays. Af

ter a time Sunday-schools were started , and they aided

greatly to build up and strengthen the church .

“ Elder Nathan Peck ," says the author of the History of

the Holland Purchase, “ was an early missionary in Alle

gany and Cattaraugus; and the indefatigable ' Father Spen .

cer ' found his way to the log cabins of the early settlers

about as soon as they were dotted here and there in the

dense forest ; partaking with the pioneers their humble fare

and reminding them that their wilderness homes were not

beyond the pale of civilization or the wanderings of the

faithful and searching missionary."

One by one churches were built in the county. Some of

them are standing yet. They are not like the costly edifices

of the present generation . They were nearly all fashioned

after the same general plan , being wooden buildings about

thirty by forty feet square, with an unpretentious spire at

the highest part of the roof near the front, the doors being

invariably at the end fronting the street. Some of them

were provided with basements which were occupied as Sun

day-school rooins, and sometimes, at a later day, by day

schools . The pulpit and the pews were of the plainest and

most rigidly simple style imagineable ; and the family who

had a cushion on their seat were regarded , if not as wickedly

proud, at least as being in much danger of relapsing into the

“ cold and beggarly elements of the world . ”

The minister often preached for a simple living, which

was paid to him in the shape of four and meat from the

well - to -do farmers of his congregation , wood and potatoes

from those who were just getting a start on new farms, and

general store trade from the early merchants and in pay

ment of orders for the same from such as had nothing to

6

present time.

The pioneer teachers were many of them very ingenious

in the contrivance of original modes of punishment, which

from their novelty and their untried terrors were a by no

means inoperative agency in maintaining the authority

which was regarded as so essential to the well -being of the

school . One of these inventive characters flourished in a

certain district at a day after the introduction of the box

stove. He conceived the brilliart idea of placing a brick

on top of the stove over a brisk fire, and making delin

quents walk around the stove, one behind the other, and

turn over the rapidly heating brick once during each cir

cuit ; this was kept up until their blistered fingers goaded

them into subjection .

The first religious services were held in the open air,

beneath the wide - spreading branches of the forest trees and

amid all the varied surroundings of wood and plain , hill

and valley—not in a house reared with human hands and

dedicated for the worship of a certain few in a certain

prescribed way, but in God's own temple, made in infinite

splendor for all mankind . How the prayers of the

migratory Methodist preachers rang through the arches of

the forest, as with plain words from honest hearts they

knelt on the ground to intercede for their fellow men ; how

the great scheme of salvation was unfolded in homely yet

a
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give him but could buy something . His wife was the ob

ject of much attention and the subject of no little discussion

among the ladies of the society, and was generally a worthy

help-meet to a worthy husband. She set a good example to

her sisters by eschewing jewelry and gay ribbons and dress

ing in a style of severe simplicity - which was useful in in

culcating lessons of economy if not of religion . There

never was a class of men who, taken all in all , were more

zealous, more steadfast , more self-sacrificing, and who la

bored harder for a simple subsistence snd the consciousness

of doing good than these pioneer preachers . Their works

live after them and speak eloquently in testimony of their

unselfish devotion of their lives and their best energies to

Christianity and humanity ; and every one of the many

church spires of to -day is a monument to their memory.

As the land was cleared , drained and put under cultiva

tion the public health improved . The seasons following the

first settlement were very sickly in proportion to the popu

lation . In the summer of some years little or no rain fell ,

the streams becaine nearly or entirely dry, and it has been

said that every little inlet became a seat of putrefaction ;

the heavens seemed on fire, the earth scorched and the air

saturated with pestilence." In some places hogs were found

dead in the woods . Fever prevailed to an alarming extent ,

the cases being more numerous than in the cities but not as

fatal , and there were many cases of dysentery. This con

dition of things was prevalent throughout all this section of

the country. An early physician , writing of diseases in the

pioneer days and at a later period , said :

“ The summer of 1804 was moderately warm, while the

winter was intensely cold . Much snow fell , and lay

longer than ever before known. The new settlerients were

healthy ; the winter diseases were inflammatory. These

diseases continued during 1805 and 1806 , and the abusive

use of mercury sacrificed numbers. The character of the

inflammatory fever varied with localities in 1807. Near

streams whose course was obstructed by dams strong symp .

toms marked its attack , whereas on high ground the approach

was insidious and more difficult of control . Ophthalmia

prevailed in July and August . Influenza was epidemic in

September. The season of 1808 resembled the one previous.

A typhoid appeared in January and continued till May. The

treatment was careful depletion followed by judiciously -given

stimulants. In 1811 bilious fever prevailed . In the spring

of 1812 a few sporadic cases of pneumonia typhoides, a

previously unknown disease, first came to notice .

the most formidable epidemic ever prevalent in this country .

The disease became general in 1813 , and caused great

mortality. By spring, 1814, it entirely disappeared . The

principal disease up to 1822 was dysentery ; it was most

fatal to children . The change since 1828 is such that

death from ſevers became a rare occurrence and consump

tion took precedence." The section is now notably

healthy, and it is difficult to conceive of the sickness and

mortality of pioneer times . This happy improvement is

due greatly to the removal of many of the early causes of

disease by the drainage of lowlands and the general im

provement of the whole country, and in no small measure

to the advance in medical skill and the high grade of the

physicians of the present day .

The pioneer medical practitioners were no less hardy

than the pioneer farmers, and no less self -sacrificing than

the pioneer preachers . They were men of quick decision

and prompt and energetic action . The developments of

science had not supplied many of the remedies and modes

of treatment to which the physicians of a later day owe

much of their success, and much has been said in sarcasm

of the lancet and the blisters and the calomel of those

times ; but in lieu of something better these were employ

ed with no small degree of success , and many a pioneer

who has died within the memory of some of the youngest

who read this, owed his preservation for a long and useful

career to the prompt administration of those harsh but

effective remedies by one or another of the unflinching

frontier doctors.

Their rides extended for miles and miles in all directions,

embracing much of the territory now comprised within the

limits of several neighboring counties. They rode by day

and by night , in answer to any call , with their saddle bags

well filled with such remedies as were accessible, often travel

ing for hours guided only by " blazed ” trees and thankful

even for a cow path running in the right course. A record

of their early struggles, sacrifices and adventures would make

an interesting volume.

One point of deep interest to the resident and the stranger

still claims our notice. It is the cemetery. If the regularly

changing style of the architecture of the houses of the liv .

ing indicate unerringly the period at which they were

erected , so the memorial stones raised above the resting

places of the dead bear evidences of their newness or their

antiquity.

The first gravestones were merely flat pieces of stone,

placed , a large one at the head and a smaller one at the feet

of the departed , to mark the place of his narrow home. In

walking through the cemetery the stranger is led to the first

grave . Perhaps it is at some obscure corner of the burying

ground ; perhaps it is grass -grown, sunken and almost ob

literated by the gradual changes of many years ; perhaps

there is not even a bit of stone at the head of it or at the

foot of it ; perhaps those who walk above it have forgotten

the name and the history of its occupant. He may have

been an old man, wearied out with the struggles and priva

tions of pioneer life , or he may have been an infant who

was removed before he could realize them ; it is all the same

—the first grave is ever an object of more than passing in

terest to the beholder. It was made in the long ago, when the

flourishing village was a little frontier settlement ; ard a

memorable day it must long have been to the early settlers

when first the earth was opened to receive one of their

number, and when first in the experiences of their lives in

the new country the solemn words, “ dust to dust-ashes

to ashes," fell on their ears . All who were connected with

that burial became endowed with a peculiar interest, and all

were pointed out for years afterwards—the first mourners,

the preacher who preached the first funeral sermon , the man

who made the first coffin, and the man who dug the first

grave. The grave only remains to suggest their memory ;

for they lie in other graves around it .

The most important of the initial events that preceded

the period of advancement which has brought forth the

present flattering condition of agriculture and manufac

ture, and advanced the causes of education and religion ,

have been adverted to in the preceding pages . The changes

which they heralded are but footprints left on the sands of

It was
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memory by the triumphant march of civilization . Flatter

ing as has been the progress of the past, it is not too much

to say that it is but an earnest of the more perfect attain

ments of the future - seed planted in the soil of time to

yield virtue, happiness and abundant success in the years

to come .

CHAPTER XII .

A BOY'S ADVENTURES IN ALLEG ANY COUNTY IN THE EARLY

YEARS OF THIS CENTURY .

W

Canisteo river on a bridge, and our road led over what they

called the mountain . ' About noon we came where there

was a company of men cutting out the old turnpike road

that led from Bath to Angelica ; but we soon left the turn

pike and passed over a rise of land and came to the head of

Angelica creek . We followed down the creek , fording it

very often , to Angelica. We put up with a man by the name

of D'Autremont. We had passed but one house this day.

The wilderness was unbroken from Hornellsville to Angel

ica.

“ We staid here two days and rested . Here we met Reu.

ben Hawley, another brother. On the 7th we took up our

line of march ; forded the Genesee river near where the old

Transit bridge stands . We turned down the river a short

distance and took a trail—I cannot say a road , for there

were no roads west of the river. The road through Friend

ship was unknown ; it was a wilderness . After leaving the

river we were guided by marked trees. Our course was in

a westerly direction . The forest was thick , and we had to

clear our path as we went. We passed up White creek and

over a rise of land to Black creek, and from thence up

another rise of land called Mount Moro. Here we came on

to the old Allegany road , that ran from old Leicester to

Olean . We here turned south , and traveling about four

miles came to the end of our journey, on the 7th of June,

1807. It was night.

“ We here met Jonathan Ward and Chauncey Bills. They

had preceded us and were awaiting our coming. Jonathan

Ward had made a break in the forest on the lot Salmon

Abbott afterward owned ; Chauncey Bills on the lot after

ward known as the Hull place .

When the morning dawned I arose to see my new home.

The house was made of hemlock poles, I should say 14 by

There were three or four acres chopped down, and but

little burned off. The next thing was to examine the creek.

I found it to be full of fine speckled trout. All the streams

throughout the country swarmed with trout. Next I wished

to know how far it was to neighbors. I was told that there

was one family in half amile, by the name of Munson ; they

had two little children . The next-to go north-was Pike

Hollow. Here was a man settled , by the name of Griffith ,

and there were two families between Pike Hollow and old

Leicester, Whaleys and Williamses-a distance of forty

miles. Solomon Rawson had chopped a piece on the head

of Oil creek , and to go south there was man by the name

of Burt seven miles down the creek, and there had some

settled on the Olean ; thus the neighbors were few and far

between . The next I surveyed was the forest — the majestic

pines that stood where the reservoir now flows ; they

seemed to reach to the clouds, and the massive hemlocks

were such as I had never seen before.

“ I soon found what my part was. We had a number of

cows, and the lot assigned me was to help my sister about

the house ; listen to the bells on the cows, follow them and

bring them in at night; make smokes to keep off the flies

and mosquitos , and help milk . I had been there but a

short time when a wolf came near the house and howled . I

never shall forget the feeling oi terror that passed through

my mind, for I never had heard one before ; but I soon

found that it was a common thing , and delighted to hear

them. I soon became accustomed to the forest and the

scenes around me.

E are fortunately enabled to add to our general

sketch of pioneer life in western New York a

most interesting narrative of actual personal

experience. The reader will turn with profit

as well as with pleasure from the graver rec

ords filling other pages to this graphic story of the

log cabin, the clearing and the chase. It portrays a

typical pioneer experience, and answers many questions that

will occur to one turning his thoughts to our early local his

tory . It is copied from a hitherto unpublished manuscript

prepared by the venerable Moses Ward , of Cheshire, Ontario

county . He writes as follows :

“ I was born in the town of Granville, State of Massachu

setts ( Berkshire county ), in the year 1796 , on the 7th of De

cember. In the year 1798 my father, being poor and hear

ing much of the good country called ' the Genesee country, '

came to see for himself. le liked the country and bought

near Centrefield, three miles west of Canandaigua village,

and moved in 1799. There I spent my childhood . Our

family were poor and destitute, and sickness prevailed

through all the land .

“ In the winter of 1807 my sister Polly married a man by

the name of Andrew Hawley , of Bloomfield . The summer

previous to his marriage he went out into Allegany county

and bought a lot of land of Major Hoops, who lived at

Olean . The land lay on Oil creek , above Cadyville, as it is

now called . He built a log house and made preparations to

move in the next season . When the time approached to

start, my sister and her husband proposed to my father and

mother for me to go with them . They consented , and we

made ready and started on the first day of June, 1807 .

Our train consisted of two wagons, drawn by horses, and

a number of cows and two hogs. The first day we made

about twenty- five miles, and staid at night at the head of

Conesus lake, on Henderson's flats. The second day we

crossed the inlet on a pole bridge. It was thought to be

dangerous and we got all the help we could to aid in cross

ing, but we passed over safe. My brother- in -law drove one

team ; his brother John drove the other, and Harvey Haw

ley, another brother, and I , drove the stock . After crossing

the inlet of the lake the hugs ran into the brush , and we lost

them and had to leave them . This day we passed through

Dansville and up the mountains to Arkport and Hornells

ville. Just before we reached Hornellsville we broke an

axletree to one of the wagons. We staid at Hornellsville

the third day to repair the wagon .

" The fourth day we started on our journey , crossed the

20.
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grew short.

“ Soon after we got settled an Indian family came in to

hunt. They had a boy about my age and size, and as I

followed the cows I went frequently to the camp, and we

soon became acquainted . We could not understand each

other's language, so we went by signs. He went with me

after the cows, and we enjoyed each other's company well in

running races and hurling the tomahawk ; but the family

soon left . Then I was alone to follow the cows . The sea

son advanced and the cows went farther from home as feed

The men on Sunday would frequently go out

to learn me the woods beyond where I had been .

“ While I helped my sister and followed the cows the

men were chopping and clearing. We planted some pota

toes, corn and beans among the logs where it was burned

off ; but the season was so cold that it produced but little ,

and we had to get our provisions from Bloomfield . We

made considerable butter and cheese, for which we found a

ready market .

“ The spirit of lumbering and settling had just waked

up. This season Joel Steel and Deacon Lyon and two sons

came in from Bloomfield and built a saw - mill on the Olean .

While they were building the mill my brother -in -law

Hawley wished to send an errand to them , and he asked me

if I thought I could carry it . I told him I could . It was

fourteen miles down the creek , and but one house to pass.

I started in the morning and went and delivered my errand .

The day was far spent and I tarried all night . In the

morning I had a desire to see the mill and its surroundings

before I left . While I was looking at the mill there came a

large fish swimming down the creek . I called out to the

men , as there were a number of them near, and one of

them caught his rifle, ran to the creek , and shot the fish

through the head , and then sprang in and pitched it out; I

should think it was as much as three feet long, or more. I

satisfied myself in looking, and then returned home .

“ About this time a man who had the rheumatism came

to the oil spring ; he had heard that the oil would crire him .

He put up with us. He professed to be a Baptist preacher.

My brother Hawley gave him an invitation to preach us a

discourse , and he gave an appointment for the next

Sabbath . It was said that we had a good meeting.

“ Thus the summer of 1807 passed away, and autumn

came. We had no peaches nor apples, but thorn plums in

abundance. This summer a number of settlers came in ,

Mr. Swift , eight miles north , and three other families between

where we lived and Pike Hollow . As the winter approached

my brother Hawley began to prepare to go out to Bloomfield ,

to his father's, to get a supply of provisions.

“ Travel increased ; people camein and made shingles and

prepared to go down the river in the spring. Many would

fetch their families, and get what lumber and shingles they

could together ; make a fat -bottomed boat , get aboard and

float down the river to different parts, as there was no

other means of conveyance, only with teams, at that

time .

“ My brother Hawley had cut a number of stacks of hay

on the marsh east of where Cadyville now stands. We had

to depend on the hay and brouse for our stock . The snow

began to fall , teams began to move and the sleighing became

good. My brother Hawley soon started out for provisions

and supplies. At this time there were but ten families be

tween old Leicester and Olean Point-a distance of near

sixty miles. The streams had no bridges and had to be

forded . Teamsters would get a number of them together so

they could help each other in coming through .

“ My brother soon returned, and brought two barrels of

whiskey on his load ; every house was a tavern all through

the country, and all sold whiskey. He wished to transfer it

into other vessels, and drew it out into a pitcher--I should

say it would hold three pints, or more . When he had done

drawing he left the pitcher full and set it on the shelf.

About as soon as we had got through drawing a number of

men drove up and wished to stay all night . They called for

supper. I was told to fill the tea -kettle and put it over the

fire. I took the pitcher and turned it into the tea - kettle,

not knowing that it was whiskey, and filled it up with water.

My sister soon had the supper ready and the tea turned out.

The men came in from taking care of their teams, and

were informed that their supper was ready . As soon as

they tasted the tea they began to laugh, and to say to my

sister, ‘ You have made us whiskey tea . ' I was asked how

I filled the tea - kettle . I told her I took the pitcher and

filled it as I had done before. My sister tried to persuade

them to wait while she would boil the tea- kettle over, but

they would not ; they declared they had not had such a dish

of tea in all their lives , and they had a merry time

over it .

“ Spring returned . The cows began to range into the

forest , the bells were hung upon their necks , and I was

required to see to them . I will here give a description of

the feed on which the cattle fed : The first was the winter

brake—this was evergreen ; second , leeks and adder tongue ;

third , cow slips. The forest abounded with feed for

cattle.

" In the last days of August, 1808 , I went down the creek

to where Jonathan Ward was chopping .
He said to me,

‘ Don't you want to go home and see your folks ? ' I told him

I did . He said I could go : — “ Your brother Hawley is going

to Angelica to - morrow , and as soon as he starts you start,

and don't tell anybody that you are going, but leave word

at Munson's as you go that you are going home .': I then

had my fishing rod in my hands. After hearing him I went

down the creek a few rods, sat down and went to fishing.

While I was fishing I thought on the advice that he had

given me. The place where I was fishing was where the

reservoir now flows. The thought of home became pre

dominant in my mind. It outweighed everything else, and I

then formed the resolution that I would go home. I had

learned that my father had moved our family to the

Onondaga salt works . I heard that my sister Phebe

was still in Canandaigua, and I thought I could find some

of them .

“ The night soon came and I drove up the cows. I had

caught a fine mess of trout. I dressed my trout and made

ready for morning ; it came ; I fried them and took a good

meal of them . My brother Hawley started for Angelica,

and I started for Canandaigua. I took my tomahawk; I

had fifty cents in money ; I was barefoot . Beyond sixteen

miles of woods lived a man by the name of Ward . Here I

called , and as the day was so far spent I asked to stay all

night. They gave me my supper and breakfast .

“ Just as we had finished our breakfast three men came

in and said they had started the evening before to come

through the woods, and night coming on they had lost their
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way in the dark ; the wolves had chased them all night, and

it was a difficulty for them to get away from them . I heard

them , but it had little weight in my mind. I had heard

the wolves so often that I did not care for them . I soon

started on the road that they came. I had not gone far be

fore I found the wolves' tracks thick in the mud all along

the road , but I passed on fearless . I came to Cold creek .

Just before I came to the creek I saw some deer tracks that

looked new. I was looking, expecting to see the deer. I

stepped down upon the stones in the bed of the creek , and

while I was crossing I heard a noise in the leaves and brush .

I thought it was the deer. I said to myself, ‘ Now I will

see them . ' I sprung up the bank , and , to my surprise,

there were six wolves within less than two rods from me !

There was a large log between us . I gave a scream , expect

ing that they would run ; but they stirred not . Three of

them were large ones ; they were sitting down like dogs.

The three small ones stood up , and they looked very fierce

at me. I stood where the bank was broken by teams going

down into the creek , and stones were plenty. I caught up

a handful, threw one of them and it affrighted them . I

continued to hurl the stones and soon brought them all to

their feet ; and they soon began to lead off. I continued

hurling stones after them ; they left very slow and frequently

looking back, but were soon out of my sight. Up to this

time I had not felt fear, nor had I realized my danger. I

had learned the manner of their catching game; it was by

ambush : some would chase their game, while others would

lie behind logs and trees and when the game came along

they would spring upon it and take it by surprise. This

was what I feared . I started and ran , expecting every mo

ment to see the wolves spring from behind the logs and

trees and seize me. I ran , I should say, as much as two

miles, and my fears began to subside.

“ I soon came to Pike Hollow. I staid there but a short

time. As I was about to start a young doctor said that he

would see me through the next woods — it was nine miles.

We started ; he was on horseback ; when he thought I was

tired he took me up behind him . The roads were muddy

and bad, and we went slow , but we passed through to the

next house. The man that lived there was named Whaley.

The day was far spent, and I asked to stay all night . When

the morning came I started again . I had not gone far

before a wagon overtook me with two men in it. The man

that was driving said he was going to Canandaigua and

would carry me. The day soon passed away , and just be

fore the sun went down I come in sight of the home of my

childhood. I hastened to the house, and , to my great joy,

there I found my mother.

“ In the fall [of 1813 ] my mother was very anxious to go

out to Allegany to see my sister. I told her that I could go

and show her the way. We had now means of conveyance

only on horseback. She had a good side saddle and was

used to riding. I was anxious to go and she gave me leave,

and we started ; I was on foot and she on horseback. The

third day after starting found us on Oil creek . The

country had improved but little in my absence. They had

cut out the road that leads from Angelica to Olean , and

some few settlers had come in ; some had cleared a small

place and built a house, but the seasons were so cold they

would leave and go down the river. This year my brother

Hawley sold his farm to Samuel H. Morris and went out

and bought a small farm near Phillipsburg, on the Genesee

river .

“ In the spring of 1816 my father went to Allegany to see

my sisters, and staid a number of weeks . This was the

coldest season that I ever saw. The frost came in August

and froze the corn to the ground. After we had gathered

our crops I asked leave of my father to go out and see my

sisters. He gave me leave, and I went out the last days of

August My brother - in -law Salmon Abbott (who lived on

the lot that Jonathan Ward had left ) said that he had bought

four sheep but a short time before, and the wolves had come

and killed three of them , and one of them swam the creek

and got to the house.

“ It was so cold that there was little raised in Allegany.

My brother Salmon had raised some wheat and a little corn ;

his potatoes were small . He had to depend on hunting for

his meat ; he had good luck and laid up a good supply of

venison .

“ The winter came on and the snow fell deep. Our sup

ply of breadstuff was soon gone. My brother Salmon had

no team but oxen to go to mill with . The mill was eleven

miles away through the woods, and he thought it not prudent

to go until the roads were broken . Thus passed away the

year 1816 , and the year 1817 commenced . We lived some

two months on venison and potatoes, hulled corn and hulled

wheat, with the addition of what corn we could pound with

a kingbolt of a wagon in the bottom of an iron kettle. Our

appetites were good at all times.

“ February came. The roads were broken and my bro .

ther Salmon went to mill . Soon after he returned , my sister

Phebe said the venison was gone. My brother Salmon

handed me his rifle and said , “ You love to hunt and you

must kill the meat , for when we want meat we have to get it

from the woods. ' The game in the spring was rabbits, par

tridges and wild ducks. I had good luck, and soon con

sidered myself a marksman . I took Abbott's sugar works

to work on shares. While working in the sugar bush I kept

the rifle ready at hand. One day a flock of pigeons came

flying over I took the rifle and brought one down . I car

ried it to the house and my sister dressed it , and the next

morning she cooked it and made a good pan of soup. While

eating the soup I said I would not live any longer on smallI

game, I would have a deer. My brother Salmon laughed at

me, and said he would eat any part of one if would kill

I got up from the table , took the rifle and steered for

the woods . A light snow had fallen the night before. I

had not gone far before I came across two fresh tracks. I

followed them but a short distance, when three other tracks

came in . One was a very laige one, and I said , “ That is my

deer ! ' I followed near a mile, when I saw them right before

me. I looked for the big one and he was the nearest to me .

I levelled my gun and fired . He fell at the crack of the

gun . I ran up to him , drew my knife, seized him and cut

his throat .. I left the deer where he fell , and ran to

the house to tell them what I had done . My brother

Salmon went with me and we fetched him in and dressed

him .

" The venison lasted until we got through sugaring. Then

I went out to see my sisters at Angelica, and afterward to

my father's.”

one .
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CHAPTER XIII.

HUNTING AND TRAPPING IN ALLEGANY SIXTY YEARS AGO

MOSES WARD'S NARRATIVE CONTINUED.

it there were two wild cats sitting on the horse, eating. He

fired and killed one and brought it home. He said the wolves

had got well baited . He took the traps the next morning

and went down and set them . He went to them once in

two days . One morning I took my rifle and went down the

creek . I had killed four partridges and one wild duck ; a

thought passed through my mind as I was near the wolf

traps to go and see them . I started and came to the place

where they were set . While looking I heard a rustle behind.

a log, and up got a large wolf a few feet from me. I

brought my rifle to bear on him in a moment.
He was

caught in two traps, one on each fore foot . I took him out

of the traps and took the nearest way home, dragging my

wolf on the snow.

“ I think this was the 8th of April. Salmon went down

and set the traps again . On the 12th I went to the traps

and we had another wolf. On the 16th we both went down

to the traps . When we came to them they were drawn out

on to the bank and the wolf was gone . We soon found by

the blood on the snow which way he went. We had fol .

lowed him but a few rods when he sprang up before us and

Inade for the marsh . The marsh was covered with thick

brush , and the water and snow about knee deep . Just as

he was going into the marsh I fired at him , but missed him .

Salmon said to me , “ You follow the track , and I will go

home and get the dog. ' He soon returned . We let the

dog go and he soon overtook him , and they had a hard

fight, but the wolf proved too much for the dog, which came

back badly bitten . We pursued, in hopes of getting a shot.

The wolf went down Black creek and through all the

thickets and swamps he could find. When night came we

were near Rockville, as it has since been called . We made

a fire and camped for the night. When the morning came

we felt a need of something to eat. While we were waiting

for the light two red birds came and alighted on a tree near

We shot them and roasted them . We partook of our

birds and started on the track . The wolf had stopped as

soon as we did . He had lain all night but a short distance

from us, but he started again before we could get sight of

him . We followed him until after noon , and then concluded

to return home and get something to eat . We were some

fifteen miles from home, I should judge. We got home in

the night, both weary and hungry.

“ We rested one day, and then filled our knapsacks with

provisions, took a can of whiskey, and another dog, shoul

dered our rifles and retraced our steps back to where we left

the wolf's track . We had not followed it far before the wolf

started . We set the dogs on . They had a hard fight with

him and came back . The brush was so thick he would get

away from the dogs before we could get sight of him . We

followed him until night, and then camped down for the

night .

When the morning came we renewed our pursuit. The

wolf led us down near the Genesee river. We left the track

and went out to the river road . We met a man ; we told

him our business, and while we were talking a man came

down to the river and came across near where we stood .

The man first met said , ' There comes Bill Bennett ; he will

catch your wolf . ' Bennett saw us and came to where we

He said , ' What share of the bounty will you give me

to catch him ? ' We told him one quarter — the bounty was

$ 40. We soon came to the track ; we were about two miles

resolved that I would try my luck in hunting

another fall . I told one of my neighbors my

resolution , and told him I wanted to contrive

some way to get me a rifle. He said he had one

and I might try it ; and if it would answer my turn

I might have it and pay when I got able ; I found it

to be a good one . Another man said he had three

traps that he would sell me. Another man said he had a horse

he would sell me for two days ' work , to bait my traps . I got

my outfit together, got a good supply of ammunition , packed

up my effects, put them on to my horse, shouldered my rifle,

bid farewell to the parental roof and started to seek my

fortune. Two days brought me to Allegany, and I engaged

in hunting. I found that to hunt deer was different from

small game : it created in me an excitement, and when I saw

one I had what the hunters call the ' buck fever. '

“ When I had not been long there my brother Salmon said

that he had some business down at Olean , and that we could

take our rifles, go through the woods, and he thought we

could kill some deer. We started , and traveled until about

noon without seeing any . We were a distance apart when I

heard the crack of his gun-he fired three times , very quick .

He had hardly quit firing when I heard the brush crack .

Five large bucks came down the path in which I stood.

They came within two or three rods of me before I could

see them , the brush was so thick . fired off my gun at

them, but, I think, without much sight. Some of them

jumped one way and some another. I fell to loading my

gun ; I was so much excited that I could hardly find my

ammunition ; I think I had a hard turn of the ' buck fever . '

My brother came near where I was. He pointed out the

direction he wished to go, and we started . We had not

gone far before I heard him shoot. He whistled and I went

to him . He had killed a very large buck . We dressed it

and hung it up, and started again . We had not gone far

before I saw one coming right toward where I stood . It

came within gunshot, I fired , it fell ; my brother came to

me and we dressed it , hung it up and went on our way.

We soon came on to the Olean, where there were men lum

bering. We sold our venison to Harlow Sharp.

“ I told my brother I wanted to take a job of chopping,

so I could have something to do when I was not hunting.

He said he would give me four dollars an acre and board .

I took five acres and went to chopping . As soon as snow

began to fall the deer came into the chopping to browse . I

tried to trap them with steel traps, but they would smell

them. I thought I would try them with my rifle. I went

to the chopping while it was dark. The morning soon

dawned and I saw one. I fired and he fell . This ended my

hunting for that season .

“ A traveler came along and put up at 'Squire Morgan's .

His horse was taken sick and died . My brother took his

oxen and drew the horse to a spring north of where Cady

ville now stands. Some time after he said he would go

down and see how the wolf bait came on . As he came to

a
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south of Black creek and going north . We set on the dogs

and away they went. They soon overtook the wolf and had

a hard fight. We came to Black creek ; the wolf had gone

through and the dogs and Bennett, and we after him ; the

creek was near waist -deep. When he got across he shouted ,

* Come on, boys ! ' When we got through and up the bank,

Bennett was a good distance ahead of us, and going like a

flying spirit . We stopped for the water to drain off, and

concluded that it was of no use to run on his track . We sat

down a short time. Salmon said, ' We will go home, and if

Bennett kills the wolf he may give us what he is of a mind

to. ' We got up and began to move up the creek toward

home. We had not gone far before we heard Bennett's rifle

crack right before us. In a moment he fired again , and then

hooted. We answered him and quickened our pace, and

soon came to where he was . The wolf lay dead in one

place ; the dog, badly bitten , in another, and Bennett sat

resting . We gathered round the wolf and rejoiced that we

had gained the victory. We all agreed that Bennett should

take the wolf and get the bounty , and all go equal shares.

He did so and we returned home.

Soon after we returned from our wolf hunt there came

a snow, and multitudes of snow birds gathered around the

house and barn, such as I never had seen before and I never

have seen since. I told my sister I thought they would

make a good pot pie. She said she would make one if I

would catch the birds. I fixed my traps and snares, and in

a short time I caught eighty. We dressed them and they

made as good a pot pie as I ever tasted. We had to resort

to every source to get provisions in the early settlement of

Allegany.

“ The snow ceased to fall , and the genial sun began to

warm the earth . I hired out to my brother Salmon for $ 13

per month , and we went to work about the roth of May.

We got a good burn on our fallow lot that we had chopped ,

and went to logging. Salmon drove the team , and I rolled

the logs. It took us about a month to clear it ready for the

seed , and I think it was the hardest month's work that I

ever did .

“ We left our wolf traps set and went to them once a

week . About the 20th of May there came a bear and got

into them . We followed the trail near a mile, and came to

where he, in passing over a hemlock log, had got the trap

on his hind leg fast, and twisted around until he had twisted

his leg off, and gone with the other trap . Salmon said he

would go home and get the dog, and he thought we could

catch him . We had not followed the trail far before the

dog was fierce to go. We told him to go, and we pursued

him as fast as we could . He had not gone more than fifty

rods before he overtook the bear. We came up within a

few rods, when the bear broke off the other trap and ran .

The dog pursued him until they went out of hearing. We

came to where they had their fight and found the trap, with

one claw from the bear's fore foot. We had got the traps

and part of the bear, and the rest had run away. The dog

soon came back, and we started for home. We were near

five miles from home, and it began to grow dark. We had

not gone far before the dog came in contact with a hedge

hog. We called him off as soon as we could, but he got his

nose and mouth full of the quills. The night was very dark ;

we groped our way as we could . We came to some dry

pines and set them on fire. By the light of the fire we found

our dog's nose and mouth full of the hedgehog quills. Sal .

mon held him , and I pulled them out with my teeth. We

got home just as the day dawned , and were ready to go to

work .

When it drew near the 4th of July Salmon said we had

got along so well with our work that he thought we ought

to go and celebrate the Fourth . We examined our rifles,

looked up our hooks and lines and got all things ready.

The Fourth dawned upon us ; we shouldered our rifles, took

our hooks and lines, a loaf of bread and a wad of salt, and

started into the woods. We made our way over the hills to

Black creek . I think I never saw the forest look more

beautiful . The day was clear ; the dew drops were shining

on the leaves ; the fats were before us, the herbage about

waist high and thick as a meadow. We followed down the

creek. We had not gone far before a young deer sprang up

before uis. Salmon was a little in advance of me. He

fired at him twice and missed him, it was done so much in

a hurry . I fired at him and he fell . We soon selected a

place for our roast . We took the two forequarters and

sharpened sticks and stuck through them, and stuck them

into the ground the right distance from the fire to roast .

We next went down to the creek , cast in our hooks and

took about twenty fine trout. We dressed them and stuck

them up to roast. The hind quarters of the deer we sunk

in the creek to carry home. About noon our roast

done. We used a large hemlock log for our

table ; we laid our venison and fish on and sat down

to meat. We took a hearty meal and sat down and rested

ourselves until near night, and then proceeded down the

creek. The day drew to a close. We went up on to the

hillside, under some pines, and camped down for the night .

The morning soon came ; we returned to our roast and took

a good breakfast and then returned home.

“ My brother -in -law said that he wished to go to Pennsyl

vania, where he came from, and he wished me to go with

him. We soon got ready, shouldered our rifles and started .

In the evening of the third day we came to a house and a

small clearing We called and asked to stay all night.

They said we could and appeared very glad to see us. The

man said he wanted some venison , and if we would stay

and hunt he would give four cents a pound for all we could

kill . His name was Taggett. We concluded to stay. When

the morning came we were glad to find that a good tracking

snow had fallen — this was October 20th , 1818. As soon as

it was fairly light we started out. I had gone but a few

rods from the house when I saw a large buck . I fired at

him , but the distance was so great that he went off unhurt .

The deer were very plenty and we found a multitude of

tracks. I followed them a mile or more, when I came up

with them . I fired and one fell . In a moment Salmon's

rifle cracked on the other side of the hill . We drew our

deer to the house and dressed them, and the man paid us

about ten dollars for the meat .

“ The next morning Salmon did not feel well and thought

it was best to go home. We took breakfast with friend Tag

gett, put out deerskins in our knapsacks, and took a north

We traveled until about noon and came to the

head of the Genesee river. Here we found an Indian path ;

we followed it down the river. We camped for the

night. Morning came and we pursued our course down

the river. The river was full of trout such as I never

3

a

course.
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Saw before nor since. About noon we came to a log

cabin . We went in and found an old man . He had

two cows, and a small spot cleared . There he was liv .

ing in solitude and no one near him . He said he had got

tired of the world . His name was Lane . We tarried with

him a short time and went on . Niglit found us at Phil

lipsburg, at my sister's . We tarried all night, and the next

day went home. We hunted together and had good luck .

I killed ten deer, five in two days ; it was the best ever I did .

The season of hunting soon passed , and we prepared our

wolf baits for the next spring. We soon got them arranged ,

and I took my cane and started for Canandaigua.

“ I tarried at home about two months and started for Al

legany . I traveled to where Castile now stands, and staid

with a man by the name of Post . I arose early and pursued

my journey. I had not gone far before I saw an animal

coming into the road before me. I made a halt to see what

it was . In a moment a large wolf stood before me . He

stood a moment, and leaped into the brush . I think if I had

had my rifle I could have made him a very easy prize.

“ Night found me at my brother Salmon's . He had set

the traps and taken two wolves. I took charge of the traps .

We had four baits—two on Dry creek , one on Oil creek and

one or Black creek ; their extremities were about ten miles

apart. I went around to them three times a week . We had

very good luck. I took out three and Salmon had two.

The bounty in Allegany county was $40 and in Cattaraugus

$60 for each wolf. We took two in Cattaraugus and three

in Allegany. I killed some rabbits and partridges and trap

ped some furs .

“ My wolf bounty I had in county and town orders. I

presented them to the treasury, and was informed that there

was no money in the treasury, and that I would have to wait

until the taxes were gathered . While I was waiting, 'Squire

Morgan made a journey to Canandaigua for supplies. Be

fore he got ready to start I had the good fortune to kill two

deer. I wrapped up the hind quarters in the skins and put

them aboard, one for my father and one for my girl .

“ About the first of February, 1820, I got my money to

gether, and had $225 . I had some debts due me that I

could not get the money on , and I took two cows . As soon

as I had all things settled , I shouldered my rifle, took my

cows, bid good-bye to all, and returned to Canandaigua."

a

1812 contributed its quota to the forces that confronted the

enemy on the frontiers of the State. Two rifle companies

from Allegany county were associated with two from Steu

ben in a battalion commanded by Major Asa Gaylord . He

died in the service and was succeeded by Colonel Dobbins .

While those who went to the war shared in its experiences

of hardship , wounds, disease and death , the county itself

partook of the distress that prevailed throughout western

New York during the years of the struggle and the unpro

pitious seasons that followed .

In that war the old militia system of the State showed

its usefulness. There are few incidents of any nature that

are recounted with more pleasure by the old men , or listened

to more attentively by the rising generation, than those of

the memorable drills and musters of the local citizen sol

diers . The militia consisted of all the able - bodied white

male citizens between the ages of eighteen and forty - five.

State officers, clergymen , school teachers and some others ,

when actively employed, were exempt from military duty.

Students in colleges or academies, employees on coasting

vessels and in certain factories, and members of fire com

panies were also exempt, except in cases of insurrection or

invasion. Persons whose only bar to military service was

religious scruples could purchase exemption for a stated

sum annually. The major-general, brigade -inspector and

chief of the staff department, except the adjutant and com

missary generals, were appointed by the State . Colonels

were chosen by the captains and subalterns of their regi

ments, and these latter by the written ballots of their respect

ive regiments and separate battalions. The commanding

officers of regiments or battalions appointed their staff offi

Every non -commissioned officer and private was

obliged to equip and uniform himself, and perform military

duty fifteen years from his enrollment , after which he was

exempt, except in cases of insurrection or invasion . A non

commissioned officer, however, could get excused from duty

in seven years, by furnishing himself with certain specified

equipments, other than those required by law. It was the

duty of the commanding officer of each company to enroll

all military subjects within the limits of his jurisdiction , and

they must equip themselves within six months after being

notified .

On the first Monday in September of each year every

company of the militia was obliged to assemble within its

geographical limits for training. One day in each year,

between the ist of September and the 15th of October, at a

place designated by the commander of the brigade, the regi

ment was directed to assemble for a general training. All

the officers of each regiment or battalion were required to ren

dezvous two days in succession in June, July or August, for

drill under the brigade -inspector. A colonel also appointed

a day for the commissioned officers and musicians of his

regiment to meet for drill , the day after the last mentioned

gathering being generally selected. Each militiaman was

personally notified of an approaching muster, by a non -com

missioned officer bearing a warrant from the commandant of

his company ; or he might be summoned without a warrant

by a commissioned officer, either by visit or letter. A fail .

ure to appear, or to bring the necessary equipments, resulted

in a court martial and a fine, unless a good excuse could be

given ; delinquents who could not pay were imprisoned in the

county jail . When a draft was ordered for public service it

cers.

CHAPTER XIV.

ALLEGANY COUNTY IN THE WAR of 1812 - THE MILITIA

SYSTEM- GENERAL TRAINING . "

T
HE people of Allegany county have suffered

affliction and loss by war, but it has never

visited the county with its own blighting pres

ence. Sullivan's campaign against the west

ern nations of the Iroquois in 1779 involved the in

vasion of neighboring counties, but not of this, and

military forces have never since come with warlike

intent so near the soil of this county

The scanty population of Allegany during the war of
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as

was made by lot in each company, which was ordered out on

parade for that purpose .

" General training ” was usually regarded as a pleasant

occasion by the men, as it gave them a chance to meet many

acquaintances ; and was the holiday of the year for the

boys. Provided with a few pennies to buy the inevitable

ginger bread from the inevitable peddler, they were happier

than the lads of to -day would be with shillings to spend

among the greatest variety of knicknacks . The place of

meeting and the extent of the parade ground were desig

nated by the commanding officer. The sale of spirituous

liquors on the ground could only be carried on by permis

sion of the same official. Total abstinence was not the rule,

however, on such occasions ; and an officer who had the

right to throw away the contents of a private bottle did not

always practice such extravagant wastefulness, particularly

if fond of the “ critter," being pursuaded that ifs pared

some of the beverage would ultimately find its way down his

own throat.

Of general trainings, a veteran of those days writes as

follows : " Although the companies exhibited the elite of our

regimental splendors , glittering with tinsel and faunting

with feathers, a more heterogeneous and unsoldierly parade

could scarcely be imagined . There were the elect from the

mountains, who sometimes marched to the rendezvous bare

foot , carrying their boots and soldier clothes in a bundle

the ambitious cobblers , tailors, and plough -boys from cross

road hamlets and remote rural districts, short , tall , fat,

skinny , bow-legged , sheep shanked, cock- eyed , hump

shouldered, and sway-backed-equipped by art-

economically, awkwardly, and variously as they were

endowed by nature , uniformed in contempt of all uni

formity, armed with old fint - lock muskets, horsemen's

carbines, long squirrel rifles, double -barrelled shot -guns,

bell-niuzzled blunderbusses, with side arms of as many

different patterns, from the old dragoon sabre that

had belonged to Harry Lee's Legion , to the slim

basket-hilted rapier which had probably graced the thigh

of some of our French allies in the Revolution . The

officers of the volunteer companies, on the other hand,

were generally selected for their handsome appearance

and martial bearing, and shone with a certain elegance of

equipment, each in the uniform pertaining to his company.

There was also a sprinkling of ex -veterans of 1812 , recog

nizable by a certain martinet precision in their deport

ment, and a shadow of contempt for their crude comrades,

but quick to resent any extraneous comment derogatory

to the service. A city dandy who undertook to ridicule

the old fashioned way in which some officers carried their

swords, was silenced by the snappish reply : ' Young man,

I've seen the best troops of Great Britain beaten by men

who carried their swords that way. ' This harlequinade of

equipment, costume, and character was duly paraded

twice a day, marched through the streets, and put through

its manœuvres on the green commons adjoining the vil

lage, much to the satisfaction of all emancipated school

boys, ragamuffins, idlers, tavern - keepers , and cake and

beer vendors, and somewhat, perhaps , to the weariness of

industrious mechanics who had apprentices to manage,

and busy housewives who depended on small boys for

help.”

The manuscript of Moses Ward, from which interesting

matter was taken for Chapters XII and XIII, contains the fol

lowing account of incidents in connection with militia

musters in Allegany county :

" I had not been long in Allegany when my brother Sal

mon was warned to training. The training was near where

Friendship village now stands. Henry Utter was captain.

My brother Salmon said he wished I would go and fill his

place, and he would stay at home and work. I told him I

would. The day came,I think it was the 4th of Septem

ber. I went, and the boys came together from a number of

towns. They were glad to see each other ; they appeared

as though they were one family. We were formed into line

and the roll called, and were dismissed for intermission.

We were again called into line and exercised a short time,

and then warned to a general training and dismissed.

“ We were warned to appear on the Swift place, two miles

south of where the village of Rushford now stands. My

brother Salmon wished me to go and fill his place. The

day came ; I took his rifle and went . It was eight miles

that I had to go. Soon after I got there we were called to

form into line . As soon as the line was formed the general

officers rode along the line before us. A man at my right

hand—the second man from me—said , " There comes

Canada. ' He said that he was a soldier under the man on

the lines in the war that had just passed , and had been

shamefully abused by him ; and that he would make him

confess before he left the ground, if it cost him his life . I

looked at the man that was speaking, and thought he meant

what he said . He was a man, I should say, that would

weigh two hundred, of a dark complexion and stout -built,

and his eyes looked terrific. While he was speaking it was

ordered to pay attention to the call of the roll , and all was

silent . The roll was called and we were ordered to file off

into platoons , and were soon marched out into the field .

Thence we were ordered back to where we formed in the

morning. We were ordered to form a hollow square. It

was soon done, and the officers were in the center. The

man at my right hand, that had spoken so earnestly in the

morning, said to the man between me and him, ' Take my

gun . ' He took it . I asked him who it was. He said that the

man's name was Andrew Bennett . Bennett went with a quick

step up to the officer and said , “ Do you know me ?' I heard

no more ; they talked together, I should say, about a minute,

and then Bennett stepped back a little distance. The officer

took off his hat and called the attention of all , and said that he

was an officer on the lines, and that Mr. Bennett, the man

that stood before him , was a soldier under him, and he

had not treated him as an officer should but had abused

him — and in the presence of this assembly I ask his for

giveness. ' Mr. Bennett bowed and returned to his place

in the ranks."

About 1812 , or during the last war with England, Angelica

was made a military station and a magazine established .

Mr. John Gibson was the officer in charge. There do not

seem to have ever been any engagements in or near the town,

and of course not much historical mention is made of it .

Yet it was a great satisfaction to the settlers to know that

in case of necessity they could obtain assistance there.

The military organizations at that time were numerous, that

is, considering the sparseness of inhabitants, and the laws

were strictly enforced . Every person liable to perform mili

tary duty was enrolled, and unless a good and sufficient excuse

6
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could be rendered was compelled to do military duty at such

times as the law required. The State militia was continued

and service performed till about 1830 , when there was an

act passed allowing independent companies to be formed .

In 1835 or 1836 there were about two thousand persons

enrolled in these independent companies. From 1832 till

about 1840 these independent companies had quite a lively

existence ; after about 1838 or 1840 there was nothing more

heard of them ; since which time there has been very little

said about military matters . There was, just previous to or

at the commencement of the civil war, an act passed requir

ing every able bodied man to perform military service so

many days each year or pay a certain amount. It was en

forced for a year or two, with very little success, and finally

became so disgusting to the people that no further attention

was paid to it .

In the earlier years of the county the officers of the mili

tia were enrolled with the civil officers in one of the books

kept by the county clerk . We have the following persons

recorded as sworn in in the different years mentioned :

1807. — Lieutenant-colonel, Luke Goodspeed ; major, Vic

tor Dupont; adjutant , John Mullender ; quartermaster, Isaac

Rawson ; captains-William L. Heydon, Sylvanus Russell,

William Higgins ( rifle company) , Nathaniel Reynolds, Joseph

McCluer, William Jones and Thomas Lusk ; lieutenants

Asahel Franklin , Elisha Chamberlain , Robert Baw ( rifle

company ), Silas Knight and William Shepherd ; ensigns

Thomas Cole , John Ayres, Jedediah Nobles, Jacob Pott

man , Jonah Risdon and Nathaniel Goodspeed (rifle com

pany) .

1808.-Captains, James Sanford and Eli Griffeth ; lieu

tenants, Asahel Newcomb and William Pinkerton ; ensigns,

James Rice and Oliver Stacy .

1809.-Second major, William Heydon ; captains, Asahel

Trowbridge and Samuel Boylan ; lieutenants, Thomas Cole

and Benjamin Van Campen ( rifle company); ensign , Ellis

Perce.

1810.-First major, William S. Heydon ; second major,

Nathaniel Reynolds ; captains - Silas Knight, Benjamin Van

Campen (rifle company), William Pinkerton and Jacob Pott

man ; lieutenants, H. Davis and James McHenry (rifle com

pany) ; ensigns—Ezra Sanford ,John Stewart, Squire Manning

and William Geiger.

1811.-Second majors, John Mullender and Eli Griffeth ;

adjutant , Isaac Rawson ; quartermaster, John Riggs ; cap

tains-William Geiger, Clark Crandall , Jedediah Nobles and

John Stewart ; lieutenants—Silas Ferry, Albert Langdon ,

Ezra Sanford and Henry Utter ; ensigns—C. Waterman,

Samuel Russell, Samuel Wolcott, Charles Carpenter and

Henry Chamberlain .

1812.-Ensign , Ezekiel Ayres (rifle company) .

1814.- Lieutenant-colonel, Jedediah Nobles ; first major,

Isaac Rawson ; adjutant , John Riggs ; paymaster, John

Ayres ; captains-Ezra Sanford, Samuel Wolcott and Jacob

Clendenin ( 126th regiment) ; lieutenants--Jesse Bullock ,James

Orcutt and Samuel Russell ; ensigns, George P. Ketchum

and Timothy H. Porter.

1815.-Quartermaster, John Ayres ; paymasters, John

Galt and Sands Bouton ; major commandant, Joseph Mc.

Cluer ; second major, William Geiger ; captains - Solomon

Curtis, Timothy W. Porter and Henry Utter; lieutenants

Benjamin Earl, Reuben Ellis and Timothy Butler ; ensigns ,

Eber Hotchkiss, Elihu Griffith , Eli Stewart and Moses

Warner, jr .

1816.—Brigade quartermaster and lieutenant-colonel of

the 173d regiment, Josiah Robinson ; colonel , Joseph

McCluer ( 173d) ; adjutants—John Cruger, John Ayres and

Royal Tefft, jr.; paymasters, James Wilson and Erastus

Norton ; quartermaster, John Galt ; majors , Solomon Curtis

( 173d) and Israel Curtis ; captains — Henry Conrad, Silas

Knight, Benjamin B. Earl, James Orcutt, D. Beach, Reuben

Ellis, Eli Stewart and Earl Sawyer ( 1730) ; lieutenants

Solomon Rawson, Jonathan Dodge, Seth Wetmore, Josiah

Utter , Eber Hotchkiss and Benjamin Chamberlain ( 1730) ;

en'signs— Robert Boggs, L. Buckley, Strong Warner, Benja

min Seely and W. Gary.

1817.—Colonel , Isaac Rawson ; lieutenant-colonel , Wil

liam Geiger ; captains—Ira Waterman ( 173d) , Timothy But

ler ( 173d), Josiah Utter ( 126th), George P. Ketchum ( 126th) ,

Harvey Davis ( 126th ) and Alexander Head ; lieutenants

Moses Warner, jr. ( 1730) , W. L. Gary ( 126th) , Z ; Nobles,

Andrew Hawley and Daniel Hooker ; ensigns - J. Bennett,

( 173d) , John C. Nobles ( 126th ) , Daniel Woods, Luther Ax

tell and Ami Whitney.

1818. - Major, George P. Ketchum ; adjutant, Alanson

Burr; quartermaster, Daniel Woods ; paymaster -Wilson

Gordon ; captains - Lewis and Simon Wilson , Abraham J.

Lyon and Samuel H. Morgan ; lieutenants-Hiram Gray,

James Dutton and Simon C. Moore ; ensigns—Matthew

P. Cady, Jackson Swift, Mark Blanchard and C. T.

Chamberlain .

1819.-- Colonel, Clark Crandall (126th).

1820.—Brigadier-general, Clark Crandall (2nd brigade) ;

inspector of the 52nd brigade, Manson Burr; adjutants

John Galt , John Wheeler and David Crandall ; quartermas

ter of the 52nd brigade, Joseph Wilson ; paymasters - Cyrus

Allen , George Lamphear and Joshua Skiff ; majors—Simon

Wilson , George Williams, Alexander Head and Thomas

Dole ; captains - James Moses (52nd brigade), Andrew Haw

ley (52nd brigade) , Allen T. Torrey, Stephen Coles, William

P. Wilcox, Stephen Spencer, jr. , Luther Strong, Daniel

McHenry, Henry McHenry, jr. (52nd brigade), Bezaleel

Beede, Thomas McClanathan , Levi C. Barber, B. B. Cham

berlain , Anson Hinman , Amos Griffeth , Charles Benjamin,

Hiram Gray and Luke B. Crandall ; lieutenants-Cyrus H.

Clement, Marvin P. Blood, James H. Rawson , George Wil

mer, Josiah Lippenwell , Samuel F. Popple, Ami Whitney,

Joseph Goodrich , Mark Blanchard , Benjamin Dole, John

Parker, Jacob H. Olin, Joseph Maxon, jr . , Ebenezer Grif

fith, Aaron Robinson , Horace Mallory and Russell G. Hurd ;

ensigns-Allen Herrick , Packard Bruce, Samuel S. White,

Enoch Hollady, Dennis Saunders, Anson Hill , Jonathan

Barlow, Luke B. Crandall and Harvey Thompson.

1821.-Inspector of the 25th division , Andrew A. Norton ;

adjutants, Amos Peabody, Nathan P. Cady and Peter

Covert ; paymasters-Herman Orton, Samuel Nealey and

John Utter ; quartermaster, Oliver Coon ; majors command

ants — Stephen Coles , Thomas Seymour and Henry Mc

Henry, jr .; captains - Josiah Lippenwell , Chester Rotch,

Cyrus H. Clement, Joseph Goodrich, Marvin P. Blood,

Joseph Maxon, jr. , Ami Whitney, Erastus Whitney, J. H.

Boylan and Isaac H. Consalus ; lieutenants—Luke B. Cran

dall , Truman Freeman, Allen Herrick , Dennis Saunders , J.

Lanphear, Samuel Carter , Abijah James and W. M. Gould ;
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ensions — John Babcock , jr . , Edward Renwick , Abner Hart,

Ezekiel Cowan , Peter Harmon , Aaron Haskins, Joseph

Folt and Phineas Howard.

1822.—Brigadier-general , Thomas Dole ; aides - de-camp to

the major-general, Edward Renwick and John Palmer;

colonels-Anson Hinman , Simon Wilson and George Wil

liams 204th regiment); lieutenant -colonels--Samuel King,

Samuel H. Morgan , William Wilcox and Amos Griffieth

(204th ); quartermasters, Wilson Gordon and Samuel Darbey;

paymasters - Alanson Thomas, Cyrus Allen , Joshua Skiff

and John Utter ; adjutants - Russell Harrison , Matthew P.

Cady and John Wheeler ; majors - Bezaleel Beede, David

Downing, Abraham J. Lyon and Stephen Spencer ; cap

tains -- Elijah Hitchcox ( riflemen ), Amos Thatcher (artillery) ,

James M. Heath (205th ) , Elisha Chamberlain , jr. , Jacob H.

Olin (204th), Luke B. Crandall , Horace Mallory ( rifle com

pany), John Hammond, John Parker, Charles Hubbard and

Isaac Hatch ; lieutenants - Franklin Caudery, Friend Scott ,

Chauncey Cotton, Simeon Heath , Romanzo Brooks, Lewis

H. Ford , James Weed, Daniel Foote ( rifle company), Ezra

Smith , Samuel R. Hunt, Jonathan Barlow , Jacob Devoe and

William Hull; ensigns-L. S. Littlejohn , B. G. Crandall ,

George W. Merrick , Philander Sykes, Duty White and Levi

Stevens.

Other names might be added to this list were they not so

badly written in the records as to be illegible . For the

same reason many of those above are probably misspelled .

CHAPTER XV.

including the names of the Ellicotts and many other of the

chief men of western New York . It seems to have been to

some extent effectual, for on the 7th of April, 1806 , Alle

gany county was created . Its original northern boundary

was the same parallel of latitude which now forms the

north line of the greater part of Steuben county ; it therefore

at first included the towns now adjoining in Wyoming and

Livingston counties , of which Ossian was set off in 1856

and the others ten years before.

Chapter CLXII of the laws of New York for 1806 , " an

act to erect part of the county of Genesee into a separate

county, by the name of Allegany , " reads as follows :

“ Be it enacted by the people of the State of New York ,

represented in Senate and Assembly, that all that part of the

county of Genesee beginning at the southeast corner of said

county and running thence northerly forty - two miles along

the western boundary line of Steuben and Ontario counties ;

thence westerly thirty -eight miles along the dividing line of

the townships numbered 7 and 8 , to the northwest corner of

township number 7 in the 5th range of the Holland Land7

Company's land ; thence southerly forty- two miles along the

western boundary of the 7th , 6th , 5th , 4th , 3d , 2nd and ist

townships of the 5th range of the Holland Land Company's

land , to the Pennsylvania line ; thence easterly thirty -eight

miles along the Pennsylvania line to the place of beginning,

shall be and hereby is erected into a separate county, and

shall be called and known by the name of Allegany.” Fur

ther provisions were that the organization of the government

of the county should be deferred one year ; that courts

should be held at specified times (the first on the 2nd of June

in the next year), and the following :

“ And be it further enacted that the courts of Common

Pleas and General Sessions of the Peace be holden at any

convenient house in the village of Angelica which may be

appointed by the sheriff of Allegany for that purpose ; and

that the prisoners of the county of Allegany be confined in

the gaol of the county of Genesee until further legislative

aid in the premises ; " that " the inspectors of elections in

the several towns in the county of Allegany shall return the

votes taken at any election for governor, lieutenant -governor,

senators, members of Assembly and representatives in Con

gress to the clerk of the county of Ontario, to be by him es

timated as part of the aggregate number of votes given at

such election in the county of Allegany ; ” that all writings

relating to real estate in Allegany should be recorded in the

Genesee county clerk's office until after the first courts were

held in the former ; and that the new county should be part

of the seventeenth Congressional district of the State .

Legislation very important as affecting the boundaries

and civil organization of the county was contained in two

bills passed March uth , 1808. One of them enacted that

" all that part of the county of Allegany west of the meridian

line being the division line between the 2nd and 3d ranges

of townships of the Holland Land Company's land be annexed

to the county of Genesee." The three ranges of townships

thus cut off from the original western border of Allegany

and restored to Genesee were immediately made part of the

new county of Cattaraugus, by the same act, which also

created the counties of Chautauqua and Niagara.

The other of the acts referred to fixed the present eastern

line of Allegany county. Parts of it read as follows :

“ Be it enacted * * that all that part of the county of

ORGANIZATION AND BOUNDARIES OF ALLEGANY - COUNTY

TOWNS AND BUILDINGS-OFFICERS AND REPRESENTATIVES.

B

ETWEEN 1772 and 1784 all but the eastern bor

der of the State was called Tryon county, hav

ing previously been part of Albany. In the

latter year the same territory took the name

Montgomery. In 1789 all of the State west of

Phelps and Gorham's pre -emption line was set off

under the title of Ontario county.

In 1796 Steuben county was formed from Ontario , and as

formed consisted of all of Phelps and Gorham's Purchase

south of the parallel of latitude that now bounds most of

that county on the north . It therefore included the town

ships now forming the eastern range of Allegany county .

March 30th , 1802 , Genesee county was formed from the

portion of New York bounded on the east by the Genesee

river and a line running south from the mouth of Canaser

aga creek . The last mentioned line has at various times

bounded on the west Phelps and Gorham's Purchase,

Steuben county as originally defined , and the towns of

Burns , Almond, Alfred and Independence.

A petition was presented to the Legislature of 1806,

asking for the formation of three new counties—Allegany,

Cattaraugus and Niagara—from the southern and western

parts of Genesee ; and that James W. Stevens, Philip

Church and William Rumsey be appointed commissioners

to designate the site for the county buildings of Allegany.

The petition had some seven hundred and fifty signatures,
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*

*

Steuben lying west of the division line between the 6th

and 7th ranges of towns in the said county , and south of

the division line between the 6th and 7th towns, be annexed

to the county of Allegany; * that the supervisors in

the county of Allegary * shall direct to Le raised and

levied on the freeholders and inhabitants of the said county

the sum of $ 1,500 for the building a court- house and jail in

and for the said county ; * that Moses Van Campen ,

John Gibson and William Higgins, or any two of them , be

and they hereby are appointed commissioners to superintend

the building of the court-house and jail in the county of Al

legany , which said court - house and jail shall be erected on

one of the public lots near the square of the village of Angeli

ca ; * * * that that part of the county of Allegány compre

hended within the ist , 2nd, 3d and 4th towns of the said 7th

range of the county of Steuben , hereby annexed to the county

of Allegany, be erected into a town by the name of Alfred ,

and that the first town meeting of the said town of Alfred

be held at the dwelling house of Benjamin Van Campen ;

and that all that part of the county of Allegany compre

hended within the 5th and 6th towns of the said 7th range

aforesaid be erected into a town by the name of Ossian, and

that the first town meeting of the said town of Ossian be

held at the dwelling house of David McCurdy; and that all

that part of the county of Allegany bounded east by the

east bounds of said county, north by the north bounds of

said county , and south by the division line between the 5th

and 6th tiers of townships in the said county, be erected into

a town by the name of Nunda, and the first town meeting

of the town of Nunda be held at the dwelling house of Peter

Granger ; and that all that part of the county of Allegany

bounded north by the south bounds of the said town of

Nunda, west by the west bounds of the said county of Al

legany , south by the Pennsylvania line , and east by the

transit meridian line * * * be erected into a town by the

name of Caneadea, and that the first town meeting in the

said town of Caneadea be held at the dwelling house of

Jedediah Nobles ; and that all the remaining part of the

county of Allegany be and remain a separate town by the

name of Angelica ."

The jail provided for was soon built, and a new one in

1849. No court - house was built until 1819 .

The history of the change by which Belmont shares the

honors and advantages of the capital of the county is mainly

embraced in the following extracts from a report on the sub

ject of such change, presented in the Assembly March

18th , 1859.

The county seat was located and the court -house and

jail were constructed in said county about fifty years ago ,

at Angelica, which was then the most central point. This

was before any internal improvements of importance were

made in said county, and when the same was scarcely popu

lated , and before important business points had been devel

oped. Since such location was made, the Genesee Valley

Canal has been made westerly of Angelica, and extending to

ward the southwesterly part of the county ; the Buffalo and

New York City Railroad has been constructed across the north

easterly part of the county, and easterly of Angelica ; and

the New York and Erie railroad has been built centrally across

the entire width of the county , and south of Angelica

That village is on neither of these improvements , or lines

of travel , and is some miles from the Genesee river.

“ It is natural for business to tend toward and concen

trate along such thoroughfares and public improvements,

and the result is a greater increase of population and es

pecially business men in those places located upon them .

These improvements having been made, the county build

ings having become somewhat impaired and not very suit

able for the uses designed, and an entire range of towns

having been taken from the north part of the county, the su

pervisors began some ten years since to consider what were the

interests of the county as to rebuilding the county buildings,

and a change of site to some point on the New ork and

Erie railroad . For many years , it seems, the entire people

were contented with the original location . It gave general

satisfaction until after the completion of the N. Y. and E.

railroad . A change of circumstances made a change in

the minds of the people. Numerous petitions

were sent to the Legislature in 1856 , 1857 , 1858 and the

present year, and memorials from the board of supervisors

asking relief ; some praying that the new location might

be at Belvidere, others at Belmont, others at some point on

the N. Y. and E. railroad, without specifying any particular

place ; others that a commission might be authorized to

examine personally, and make such location as should seem

to them best, and others remonstrating against any re

moval.

" Under such circumstances the grand jury in 1857 pre

sented the following condemnation of the public buildings:

that the said court -house is in a dilapidated

condition and wholly unfit for the purposes for which it is

used ; that the clerk's office is in the same condition , that

it is small and inconvenient; from its position and the na

ture of the building it is liable to be destroyed by fire, and

the records of said county are in great danger of destruc

tion . ' The board of supervisors for the years

1856 and 1857 , by a majority of their members, passed re

solutions instructing the senator from said district , and

members of Assembly elect from said county, to advocate

and sustain a bill for the removal of said county seat . * *

“ The Legislature of 1858 passed an act appointing com

missioners to designate some central and convenient point,

on the New York and Erie railroad, as the county site

Belvidere , or some equally convenient point. The commis

sioners , in May last, in accordance with the act, located the

site at Belmont."

New county buildings were accordingly erected at Bel

mont, but in 1860, before they had come into use, the

Legislature divided the county into two jury districts, and

ordered the holding of courts at Belmont and Angelica

alternately. The act also provided for the repair of the

dilapidated old court -nouse at the latter place.

The county alms -house is located on a farm of one hun

dred and eighty acres about two miles east of Angelica The

value of the building and farm is about $ 15,000. It is not

unlikely that the area of the poor farm will be extended at

no distant day by the addition of neighboring lots . The com

mittee to visit the poor-house rendered a report to the board

of supervisors at their special session June 20th , 1877 , to the

effect that they found the rooms of the entire building ex

ceedingly neat and tidy, and the unfortunate inmates well

cared for in every respect, and the stock on the farm well

cared for and in good condition , closing by recommending

some needed improvements at an estimated cost of about $230 .

* *
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* *
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Dr. A. W. Smith, physician of the county alms-house , re

ported that the number of paupers received for the year

ending December 6th , 1877 ,was twenty-seven . Eleven trans

ient paupers were received and cared for. At the date of

the report there were seventy-six inmates, of whom forty - one

were males and thirty-five females. Six were mildly insane ,

but subject to no restraint . Of the imbecile and idiotic

there were fourteen . During the year twenty -two were dis

charged , six died and two ran away , making a removal of

forty -one. The health of the inmates was generally good,

and the physician stated that during his visits he invariably

found the rooms of the sick and afflicted clean and comfort

able, and every care shown to the inmates that the circum

stances would admit.

According to the report of Mr. Charles Ingham , superin

tendent of the poor, for the fiscal year ending November

15th , 1877 , the expense of maintaining each pauper was

$ 1.17 per week , and the aggregate expense for the year

amounted to $4,384.60.

In all respects the management of affairs connected with

the Allegany county alms-house is as efficient and success

ful as in most other counties, and whatever may have been

the justifications for charges of maladministration in the

past, no causes for similar charges exist now.

Below will be found lists of the names, with dates of ap

pointment or election (November of the year given , unless

otherwise specified ), of the citizens of Allegany who have

been the principal

Peabody, July 8th , 1816 ; Amos Peabody, 1822 ; Judson

W. Sherman , 1831 ; Samuel Van Wickle, 1837 ; William

Windsor, 1840 ; Martin Butts, 1846 ; John I. Rockafeller,

1849 ; James M. Mott, 1852 ; William B. Alley, 1855 ; John

W. Eldridge , 1858 ; George W. Green, 1861 ; William H. H.

Russell, 1867 , and re -elected for second and third terms ;

George H. Blackman , 1876 .

Surrogates under the second constitution were appointed

by the governor and Senate for four years , and appeals

lay from their decisions to the chancellor. Under that

system Luke Godspeed was appointed April 7th , 1807 ;

Alexander D'Autremont, June 6th , 1812 ; Daniel Lawrence,

March 23d , 1813 ; Ebenezer Hyde, April 8th, 1815 ;

Zephaniah Z. Caswell, June 27th , 1815 ; Samuel C. Wilson,

April 12th, 1831 ; John G. Collins , January 24th , 1840 ;

Samuel C. Wilson , February 14th , 1844. The constitution

of 1846 abolished the office of surrogate except in counties

where the population exceeds 40,000, and devolved its

duties on the county judge. In this county the duties of

Surrogate have been performed by the judge since 1847 .

District Attorneys .-The office of district attorney was

created April 4th , 1801 . At first the State was divided into

seven districts , Allegany being in the seventh ; but subse

quently several new ones were formed . By a law passed in

April, 1818, each county was required to elect an attorney.

Under the second constitution , district attorneys were

appointed by the Court of General Sessions in each county.

They have since been chosen by popular vote . The list for

Allegany county includes William Stuart, March 2nd ,

1802 ; Daniel W. Lewis, March 9th , 1810 ; William Stuart,

February 12th , 1811 ; Vincent Matthews, March 12th , 1813 ;

Daniel Cruger, April 17th , 1815 : James Cochran, April

17th , 1820 ; Samuel S. Haight, November 13th , 1820 ; John

Cooke, 1827 ; George Miles, 1834 ; Alexander S. Diven ,

18— ; Wilkes Angel , 1841 ; Marshall B. Champlain, 1844 ;

Lucien P. Wetherby, 1847 ; A. L. Davison , 1850 ; Hamilton

Ward, 1856 ; Milo H. Wygant , 1859 ; Hamilton Ward, 1862 ;

James S. Green , 1865 ; Rufus Scott , 1868 , and re - elected for

second and third terms; Charles N. Flenagin , 1877 .

COUNTY OFFICERS :

LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATIVES.

County Judges: Philip Church, June 8th , 1807 ; John

Griffin , January 24th , 1828 ; Andrew C. Hull, April 18th ,

1833 ; Ransom Lloyd, April 1oth , 1838 ; Samuel C. Wilson ,

Apr: l 18th , 1843 (the foregoing were first judges of the

Court of Common Pleas) ; William G. Angel, June , 1847 ;

Lucien P. Wetherby, 1851 ; John G. Collins, 1855 ; Wolcott

Hatch, 1859, and for the next two terms ; James S. Green ,

1871 .

Sheriffs: John Gibson , April 7th , 1807 ; John Hanley,

February 28th , 1810 ; Ebenezer Hyde, February 21st, 1811 ;

John Mullender, March 23d , 1813 ; John Gibson , March

2nd , 1814 ; Jedediah Nobles, March 25th , 1816 ; Asa Lee

Davidson , April 24th , 1818 ; Joseph Wilson , February 12th ,

1821 ; Joseph Wilson , 1822 ; Hugh Magee, 1825 ; Daniel

McHenry, 1828 ; Jesse Bullock, 1831 ; Moses Smith , 1834 ;

Jesse Bullock, 1837 ; John T. Wright, 1840 ; David Brown,

1843 ; Joshua Rathbun, 1846 ; Joab B. Hughes, 1849 ;

Gamaliel Benjamin , 1852 ; Samuel C. Colton , 1855 ; Henry

Brown, 1858 ; Edward S. Bruce, 1861 ; John T. Wright,

1864 ; Uriah L. Davis, 1867 ; Joseph Gillies, 1870 ; Stephen

N. Bennett , 1873 ; William H. Withey, 1876 .

County Treasurers are elected , under the constitution of

1846 , for a term of three years. They were formerly ap

pointed by the boards of supervisors in the several coun

ties . The list for Allegany county consists of Smith Davis,

elected in 1848 ; Daniel D. Gardiner, elected in 1854 , re

elected each subsequent term , and now holding the

office.

County Clerks: Jacob S. Holt , April 7th , 1807 ; Victor

Du Pont, November 9th , 1808 ; Richard M. Lawrence,

February 2nd , 1810 ; Joseph A. Rathbun , February 24th ,

1811 ; Evert Van Wickle, January 27th , 1813 ; Amos

State Senators.—Under the first constitution , adopted April

20th, 1777 , the State of New York was divided into four

great senatorial districts, distinguished respectively as the

southern, middle, eastern and western districts . Albany

and Tryon counties originally constituted the western dis

trict . Ontario was added after its formation January

27th, 1789. The district was entitled to six members.

By an act of February 7th , 1791 , Albany, Herkimer,

Montgomery, Ontario, Otsego , Saratoga , Tioga from its or

ganization ( February 16th , 1791 ) , Onondaga from March

5th, 1794, and Schoharie from April 6th , 1795 , constituted

the western district, which was entitled to five members.

By an act of March 4th, 1796 , the district was entitled to

eleven members until 1803 ; nine from 1803 until 1808 and

twelve from 1808 to 1815. It was composed of Herkimer and

Montgomery counties until 1803 ; included Onondaga, Onta

rio , Otsego , Schoharie, Tioga and Steuben from March 18th ,

1796 ; Oneida from March 15th, 1798 ; Cayuga from March

8th , 1799 ; St. Lawrence from March 3d , 1802 ; Genesee from

March 30th , 1802 ; Seneca from March 29th , 1804 ; Jefferson

and Lewis from March 28th , 1805 ; Madison from March
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21st, 1806 ; Broome from March 28th , 1806 ; Allegany from

April 7th , 1806 ; Cattaraugus, Chautauqua and Niagara from

March 11th, 1808 ; and Cortland from April 8th , 1808. By

an act of April 17th , 1815 , Allegany , Broome, Cattaraugus,

Cayuga, Chautauqua, Cortland , Genesee, Madison , Niagara ,

Oneida , Onondaga, Seneca , Steuben, Tioga , Oswego from

March ist, 1816 , and Tompkins from April 17th , 1817 ,

constituted the western district , which was entitled to nine

members.

Under the second constitution of New York , which was

adopted in February , 1822 , the State was divided into eight

great senatorial districts, Allegany county being placed in

the eighth , with Cattaraugus, Chautauqua , Erie, Genesee,

Livingston , Monroe, Niagara and Steuben . November 12th ,

1824, Orleans was added. Steuben was transferred April

18th , 1826 , to the sixth district , and Allegany, Cattaraugus

and Livingston May 23d, 1836. Wyoming was annexed

May 14th , 1841 .

The State was redistricted under the constitution of

1846. There were thirty-two senatorial districts . Allegany

and Wyoming formed the thirtieth and were entitled to one

member. Since the act of April 13th , 1857 , Allegany ,

Livingston and Wyoming counties have constituted the

thirteenth Senatorial district , which has been , as previous to

that date , represented by one member .

State Senators resident in Allegany county have served

as follows: 1824, 1825 , James McCall, Rushford ; 1833-36,

John Griffin , Cuba ; 1838-41, Laurens Hull , Angelica ; 1850 ,

1851 , Charles D. Robinson , Almond ; 1854, 1855 , Martin

Butts, West Clarksville ; 1862-65 , Wilkes Angel , Angelica ;

1874-77, Abijah J. Wellman, Friendship.

Members of Assembly. - In 1807 Allegany, Genesee and

Ontario counties were represented by Alexander Rea, Phile

tus Swift and Asahel Warner ; in 1808 by William Rumsey,

Philetus Smith and Asahel Warner, jr. From April 8th ,

1808 , to April 12th , 1822 , Allegany and Steuben counties

formed one Assembly district . The representatives were as

follows :

1808-1809, Henry A. Townsend ; 18101 , 811 , John Knox ;

1812 , 1813 , Jacob Teeple ; 1814, 1815 , Daniel Cruger ; 1816 ,

Daniel Cruger, Timothy H. Porter ; 1816, 1817 , Timothy H.

Porter, William B. Rochester ; 1818, William B. Rochester,

James McCall ; 1819 , James McCall , John Dow ; 1820,

1821 , John Dow, Clark Crandall ; 1822 , Amos Peabody,

Grattan H. Wheeler. April 12th , 1822 , Allegany county

became an Assembly district . It was entitled to one repre

sentative until May 13th , 1836 , and to two from that date to

April 16th , 1866 , when the number was reduced to one.

The members since have been as follows : 1823 , James

McCall; 1824, 1825 , Lazarus S. Rathbun; 1826 , George

Williams, Oakland ; 1827 , Asa Lee Davidson , Friendship ;

1828 , 1829 , Azel Fitch , Oakland ; 1830, 1831 , Daniel Ashley,

Nunda Valley ; 1832 , 1833 , John B. Collins, Alfred ; 1834 ,

Lewis Wood , Portageville ; 1835 , Alvin Burr, Angelica ;

1836 , Calvin T. Chamberlain , Cuba ; 1837 , Calvin T. Cham

berlain , Cuba, and Azel Fitch, Oakland ; 1838 , Seth H.

Pratt , Hume, and Samuel Russell, Alfred ; 1839 , Seth H.

Pratt , Hume, and William Welch , Dewiti's Valley ; 1841 ,

1842 , Lorenzo Dana, Friendship , and Horace Hunt, Hunt's

Hollow ; 1843 , Robert Flint , Portage , and Samue ! Russell ,

Alfred ; 1844, Nathaniel Cole , Nunda Valley , and Horatio

R. Riddle, Scio ; 1845 , 1846 , Nathaniel Cole , Nunda Valley,

and John G. Collins, Angelica ; 1847 , Grover Leavens,

Rushford, and Samuel Russell, Alfred ; 1848, John Wheeler,

Hunt's Hollow, and William Cobb , Spring Mills ; 1849,Orville

Boardman , Rushford, and Erastus H. Willard, Friendship ;

1850, Anthony F. Wood, Ossian Centre , and Joseph Corey , Al

mond ; 1851,Emery E. Norton , Angelica,and Anson Congdon,

West Clarksville ; 1852 , John Wheeler, Portageville, and

John R. Hartshorn , Alfred Centre ; 1853 , Emulus Town

send , Grove Centre, and Marshall B. Champlain, Cuba ; 1854 ,

Gideon H. Jenkins , Centreville , and Lucius S. May, Phillips

ville ; 1855 , Lucien B. Johnson , Rushford , and Lucius S.

May , Phillipsville ; 1856 , Isaac Hampton, Ossian , and Alex

ander H. Main, Little Genesee ; 1857 , William M. Smith,

Short Tract, and James T. Cameron, Friendship ; 1858 , John

M. Hammond, Fillmore, and William F. Jones , Williams

ville ; 1859 , Alfred Lockhart , Angelica, and William Cobb,

Spring Mills ; 1860 , William M. Smith , Short Tract, and

Darwin E. Maxon , Alfred Centre ; 1861 , Wilkes Angel , An

gelica, and Lucius S. May, Belmont ; 1862 , 1863 , Alvah E.

Cruttenden , Canaseraga, and Edward D. Loveridge, Cuba ;

1864 , Charles M. Crandall , Belfast , and Morris S. Chase,

Whiteville ; 1865 , Charles M. Crandall, Belfast , ind Albon

A. Lewis, Bolivar ; 1866, William Wilson , Angelica, and

Albon A. Lewis, Bolivar ; 1867 , Charles M. Crandall , Bel

fast; 1868 , 1869 , Silas Richardson , Belmont ; 1870, 1871 ;

Charles N. Flenagin , Hume ; 1872 , 1873 , William W. Cran

dall , Andover ; 1874, 1875 , Orrin T. Stacy, Rushford ; 1876,

1877 , Sumner Baldwin ; 1878, 1879 , H. H. Wakely, New

Hudson .

Members of Congress . - Upon its organization, April 7th ,

1806 , Allegany county was placed with Cayuga, Genesee,

Ontario and Steuben in the seventeenth Congressional dis

trict . By subsequent enactments the composition and

number of the district of which Allegany constituted a part

were changed as follows :

March 8th , 1808, Allegany Cattaraugus, Chautauqua,

Genesee, Niagara and Ontario counties were constituted the

fifteenth district ; June roth , 1812 , Allegany, Cattaraugus,

Chautauqua, Genesee, Niagara, Ontario , and after 1821

Erie, Livingston and Monroe the twenty - first; April 17th ,

1822 , Allegany, Cattaraugus and Steuben the twenty-eighth ,

June 29th , 1832 , Allegany and Livingston , September 6th ,

1842 , Allegany and Steuben , and July 9th , 1851 , Allegany,

Genesee and Wyoming the thirtieth ; April 23d , 1862 , Alle

gany, Steuben and Chemung the twenty-seventh , and June

18th , 1873 , the same counties were made the twenty-ninth

district .

Under the Act of June roth , 1812 , the district of which

Allegany constituted a part was entitled to two members ;

under previous and subsequent acts to only one.

Members of Congress resident in Allegany county have

served as follows : William B. Rochester, Angelica , 1821 to

1823 ( resigned in 1823 , on being appointed a circuit

judge); Luther C. Peck, Pike , 1837 10 1841 ; Martin Grover,

Angelica, 1845 to 1847 ; Judson W. Sherman , Angelica , 1857

to 1859 ; Hamilton Ward, Belmont, 1865 to 1871 .

STATE OFFICIALS.

Marshall B. Champlain , of Cuba, was appointed attorney

general November 5th , 1867 , and delegate at large to the

constitutional convention of : 867 , Edward J. Farnum , of

Wellsville, being another delegate ; Martin Grover , of An
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gelica, was appointed justice of the Supreme Court No

vember 13th , 1857 , and associate judge of the Court of

Appeals May 17th, 1870 ; William B. Rochester, of Angel

ica , was made circuit judge , April 21st , 1823 ; Presidential

electors have been chosen from this county as follows :

1820, William B. Rochester; 1824 , Clark Crandall ; 1832 ,

Calvin T. Chamberlain : 1848, Samuel Russell (did not

attend and Ira Davenport was appointed to fill the va

cancy) ; 1860, Charles C. Parker ; 1872 , Martin Butts .

CHAPTER XVI.

THE HISTORY OF AND LEADERS INPOLITICAL PARTIES

ALLEGANY COUNTY.

A

FTER much of painstaking and patient endeavor

to obtain the requisite data upon which to base

a consecutive and trustworthy history of public

men and parties from the period of county or

ganization in 1806 down to the one of contempo

raneous writing, the publishers of this work,

failing to realize their expectations in this regard ,

ask the public to accept the merest mention down to a

period recognized as that of the opening in full blaze of

what has been fitly denominated the Irrepressible Conflict.

In no county of the State of New York, probably in no

one of the nation , were the opposing forces of Slavery and

Anti-Slavery earlier and more hotly brought into play. The

parties here as elsewhere existing were, during the earlier

part of the history of Allegany , divided by lines less dis

tinctly defined than during the last forty years ; nor would

it be possible to obtain trustworthy data touching the part

which representative men acted prior to about the year 1846 ,

when Martin Grover, holding a seat in Congress, stood up

beside David Wilmot in earnest and eloquent defense of his

memorable proviso. The Bucktails and Clintonians, Ma

sons and Anti -Masons, Democrats and Whigs of periods

antecedent , their local rivalries and feuds, together with

their personal triumphs, political victories and individual

successes, equally with the part each in turn played, are so

obscured by the cobwebs of time that an attempt at special

mention of each would be to at once cumber the pages of

the work , and , frequently falling into error , as often offend

as please the present generation of readers.

The year 1846 found Martin Grover in Congress, one of

the most marked characters and eminently representative

men in the history of the country ; a man of the frontier,

with large brain and brawn, of rough exterior, and possess

ing great powers of persuasive eloquence , couched in lan

guage as impressive as peculiar. A Free-Soiler, or Barnburner,

his manners were as careless as his language and logic, char

acteristic of the unkempt lawyer of Allegany. Oblivious

of fashion and careless of personal appearance, he was

found in Congress , as at home among his constituents, the

advocate of the largest liberty , especially for white men.

Judge Grover was in no sense , nor at any period of his life ,

an abolitionist , scarcely an anti -slavery man in the ordinary

acceptation of the term , having no faith in the negro, nor

deeming him capable of development into the fullness of

manhood . With all this, as indicated above, he was an in

tense Barnburner, an ardent Free- Soiler, resisting the ag

gressions of the slave power, and doing his utmost to prevent

the extension of slavery into new territories . Two or three

of his great speeches, made in Congress, in support of the

Wilmot proviso, were sent broadcast among his constitu

ents , producing great effect . The populations of the county

were in the main, New England in origin , and naturally

anti -slavery in sentiment. Four or five of the principal

towns were made up mainly of Seventh -Day Baptists, hav

ing nativity largely in Rhode Island, nearly all Whigs in

politics of the most radical Seward school. The Whigs of

other towns were quite as generally sympathizers with Sew

ard and Weed , among them their chief, Judson W. Sherman ,

a townsman with Grover, both being residents of Angelica .

For a long period these two political chiefs led each the

forces under respective and yet opposing commands, per

sonal friends and political opponents at one and the same

time. The revolutionary period of '48 saw the Democratic.

party rent in twain , the regular or Hunker candidate being

Lewis Cass , that of the Barnburners Martin Van Buren .

The Whig candidate , Zachary Taylor, commanded probably

during the memorable campaign of that year less votes rel

atively, given by his partisans, than in any other county in

the State of New York . The voice of Grover, heard in

highway and by-way, swept entire townships from under

the feet of Cass and Taylor, making it, equally with St.

Lawrence, the Gibraltar of Free -Soilism .

It was also during this campaign that a young man's,

voice, though not so widely and generally as that of Grover,

was heard, nevertheless , and with no little effect. A. N.

Cole was whai was denominated an Abolitionist, and yet

was only , and equally with Grover , a Free Soil Democrat;

holding, nevertheless, radically anti - slavery opinions, and

early advocating them with earnest tongue and ready pen .

Appealing more especially to the religious element, Mr. Cole

soon took rank as chief of the radicals.

The succeeding year found the Democratic party united,

and its Hunker and Free Soil chiefs throughout the North

fighting once more side by side. A. N. Cole had neverthe

less made full departure, and struck out for himself. His

following was small , not exceeding three hundred in the en

tire county, in the main former Democrats, and these, or

ganized underthe designation of the Old Guard of Liberty,

soon made themselves felt in nearly every town . Charles

Gilman ,Joseph Bell and others of Rushford ; R. C. Kendall ,

of Centreville ; Rodney Bell, Henry Ives , James Smith and

Marshal Gere, of New Hudson ; Milton W. Skiff, of Hume;

Daniel Rippenbark and John Atherton , of Caneadea ; Eber

Seeley, Benjamin Franklin and Robert King, of Allen ; A.N.

Cole,Ozro Thomas, E. P. Benjamin and Robert Snow, of Bel

fast ; Alanson Richmond, of Granger; A. E.Tilden , of Burns;

William G. Angel , of Angelica ; William Hyde,Joel Wakeman

Isaiah Karr , Joel Karr and Benjamin Coleman , of Almond ;

Hiram Karr and Philip Ferry, of West Almond ; Wolcott

Hatch and Henry A. Mead, of Cuba ; B. F. Robbins, Daniel C.

Miner, Peter Robertson and others of Friendship ; William

Sortore, Daniel Crabtree and C. M. Allen , of Amity ; William

Knight, of Scio ; William C. Kenyon , of Alfred ; Edwin Eggle

ston and Hiram York, of Willing ; W. B. Clark , N . R. Crandall,

Jason Hunt and J. J. Harmon, of Andover ; Joseph Allen
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subsequently destroyed by fire, would furnish , were they

still in existence, rare leaves of history. No two journalists

could have been at once more alike, and yet diametrically

opposed, than A. N. Cole and Horace E. Purdy. Each ,"

in the language of the latter, in an editorial written

years after, " believing implicitly in the correctness

of his political ideas , and both striking blows

which conviction could alone nerve the arm to give .

Both of us were enthusiasts in the defense of our parties,

and both ready and willing to stand where the fight raged

the fiercest. ” No mere mention of Horace E. Purdy

is enough. He was in those days, beyond question , the

representative Democratic journalist of western New York,

honest as earnest, able as zealous in defense of the tenets

of his party .

and Joseph Ferris, of Wirt ; Henry R. Burdick , of Bolivar ;

Joel Maxson, of Genesee ; and last, not least , Horace and

William Cobb, of Independence, are numbered among those

of the little band, fighting on in forlorn hope, early and

earnestly united , and entered upon the work of formally or

ganizing the Republican party. Coming in due time to their

aid was Nathan V. Hull, able, eloquent , of fine presence ,

highest type of the Christian gentleman , and having great

influence among the Seventh- Day Baptists, the denomina

tion with which he was connected , pastor of its chief

church , the one at Alfred Centre, seat of their university,

president of its board of trustees, and in all regards per

haps the most eminently representative Sabbatarian in

America. No one did more than Elder Hull in laying

deep the foundations which , developing in steady degree,

early made Allegany the cradle of Liberty. Judge William

G. Angel should not by any means be forgotten , as having

great influence. He did not go about making speech us, but

spoke eloquently to his fellow men as opportunity offered

touching the rights of all men to life , liberty , and the pur

suit of happiness. Unlike Martin Grover, William G.

Angel was a radical anti -slavery man in sentiment , coming,

perhaps, nearer than any of his contemporaries to being an

Abolitionist . So early as 1852 , his son , Wilkes Angel de

livered a most impressive oration in Amity, on a Fourth of

July occasion, in which he spoke out his father's well known

sentiments, giving impulse to the swelling waves of freedom .

The four years intervening between 1848 and 1852 had made

thousands of converts to the creed of a party seen only as

yet amid the clouds of the future.

The nomination of candidates in the latter year at Pitts

burg, by a convention of Free Democrats, in the persons of

John P. Hale for President and George W. Julian for Vice

President, brought the till then chaotic anti -slavery elements

into crystalization , resulting in a convention held at Belfast

early in the autumn of 1852 , at which measures were taken

to establish an organ of the coming party. The Old Guard

were on hand in force, the convention being a large one,

and pregnant with after results . The assemblage has been

at times referred to as the first Republican convention as

sembling in the county, but this is a mistake . The gathering

at Belfast , equally with antecedent ones at Friendship and

other points, was called as a convention of the Free De

mocracy, and participated in almost exclusively by Free

Soil Democrats. The establishment of a paper was agreed

upon, and soon after appeared the Genesee Valley Free Press,

since everywhere acknowledged the pioneer Republican

newspaper of the country. The editor and proprietor of

the Free Press was A. N. Cole, subsequently making himself

well known to the people of the State. Mr. Cole's radical

views , plain words and forcible pen drew out in opposi

tion those in turn of Horace E. Purdy, publishing-in the

political parlance of the day-a Hunker Democratic journal ,

the Republican Era, at Oramel. The two editors were neigh

bors, their newspaper offices being but three miles apart,

and their editorials reflected impressively the hottest fires of

the impending crisis . Only nine issues of what was de .

nominated “ Cole's paper " were made at Belfast, nor was the

Free Press for some time either a weekly, semi-weekly or

monthly-appearing, as it did , occasionally, and from time to

time, according to circumstances in the making up of the

forms and the working off of the paper . Its early files,

Early in 1853 the Free Fress was removed to Wellsville,

and for two years had a rough time in battling on with no

party behind it , and in steady conflict with the interests of

parties and politicians. In the meantime two or three hun

dred Allegany families had made homes in Kansas , and,

under the captaincy of old John Brown, of Osawatomie,

were struggling to hold free the soil , as against the border

ruffians striving to force slavery into the territories. Anti

Nebraska mass meetings followed , the principal one being

held at Wellsville in the early autumn of 1854. At this

meeting the Old Guard from other portions of the county

were on hand, and the meeting was participated in by a con

siderable number of Free Soil Democrats of the Grover

school , as well as by not a few antecedent Whigs. A dele

gation was chosen to the Saratoga convention, at which My.

ron H. Clark was nominated as an Anti - Nebraska, Maine

Law Whig candidate for governor, and Henry J. Raymond

named for lieutenant-governor. A few weeks later came

the events spoken of, ultimating in the first appearance of

the Republican party as such . In no way can this be better

brought out than in the language of the editor of the Free

Press, in an “ Easy -Chair " letter, under date of November

8th , 1876. The letter from which extract is made was writ

ten from Wellsville, the home of the author, for the Elmira

Advertiser, in the columns of which it soon after appeared :

“ Only a little way off, under the shadows of that bald

hill in the distance, as seen from the window of Our Home

on the Hillside, we sat, a quarter of a century ago, writing.

Our letter was to one who loved liberty, now gathered to his

fathers, Preston King of St. Lawrence, and we asked : ‘ Has

not the time come, Mr. King, when all the friends of free

dom should unite and make a party, pledged to see the na.

tional domain made into free, rather than slave States ?'

Mails were somewhat slower in those days than now, and St.

Lawrence was far away up towards the north pole, and it

was a long week before there came an answer, a glorious

and never to be forgotten one when it came, characteristic

of the patriot who wrote, and this was what he said : Yes,

it is high time that the friends of Mr. Seward understood

that the Whig party has had its day, and that if a man is a

Seward Whig he is an anti -slavery man, and if he is a Free

Soil Democrat he is opposed to slavery everywhere and in

favor of freedom everywhere, and while bound to respect

the compromises of the constitution , is not bound to be

come a slave - catcher, ' &c .

“ We were publishing our cherished Free Press in those

days, and we put Mr. King's letter in type and sent it out to
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the world . A little after the great dailies in the city, the

Tribune (Horace Greeley's paper) , the Times (then pub

lished by Henry J. Raymond) , and the Evening Post (with

William Cullen Bryant as editor) , brought out the letter,

and all over the North it was borne, and there came echo

ing back the response from the lovers of liberty : the Whig

party has done its work—the Free Soilers should dissolve

partnership , and that , too , forever with the Hunkers, and

we must have a new party, with a new name, with noble

purposes, a party bound to see that freedom is the rule,

slavery the exception in America .

A little after there appeared in the columns of the Free

Press a call , humbly signed by five men . Here are their

names : A. N Cole, Robert Snow , Elias P. Benjamin , Charles

M. Allen and Joseph Shuart, all of whom still survive except

the latter. This was the first call for a Republican conven

tion in the State of New York. The convention was held on

the 17th day of October, 1854 , birthday of the great party of

freedom in this State . It was held on the soil of our glori

ous old Allegany , at the old court - house in Angelica ; was

not numerously attended , only a half score or so of Whigs in

the entire county having pluck enough to participate in its

proceedings, together with fifty or sixty Free Democrats.

" How the ticket then nominated, contrary to all expecta

tions, was elected , and how our convention was the means of

the election of Myron H. Clark as governor ; and how, within

a year from that time, the Republican party was fully organ

ized at Syracuse, Preston King nominated for secretary of

State, our banner hung upon the outer wall , and, though

our ticket was that year defeated , the foundation laid for

the great work since accomplished , are events which have

silently passed into history ."

The drama enacted on the dark and bloody grounds of

Kansas and Nebraska during the year 1855 prepared the

people of Allegany for the revolution which swept over the

country during the Fremont campaign of the year succeeding.

Letters written , figuratively speaking, with pens dipped in

blood came pouring into the several towns, sent from sons

and daughters in the midst of the border ruffian wars of the

frontier. The editor of the Free Press wrote thrilling edi

torials , and taking the stump for Fremont and Dayton was

reinforced not only by such clergymen as Rev. N. V. Hull ,

Joel Wakeman and , indeed , about all the ministers of every

denomination in the county, but by the politicians also , more

especially those of the Whig party , who up to this time had

taken little part . So early as September of the latter year

(1856) the entire county was ablaze with political excitement;

mass meetings were held almost daily ; Judson W. Sherman,

right bower of Weed and Seward, came to the front , strong

ly supported by his body- guard of friends, chief of whom

were two gentlemen since serving as sheriffs of the county ,

David Brown and Samuel C. Cotton . Quite as potential in

influence came also Dr. William M. Smith , a young physi

cian of considerable promise and since all along holding

the hand of a magician in Allegany politics . Hamilton Ward,

Lucius S. May, William F. Jones and others, younger Whigs,

all men of force and genius, took prominent part in the can

John M. Hammond, of Hume, Whig all over and yet

one of the strongest of anti -slavery men , also wielded large

influence . The coming equally to the front early in 1856 of

Anson Congdon, of Clarksville, Grover's right bower, was

in due time succeeded by the making of a speech by th

latter, just over the border in Pennsylvania . No sooner had

the great Barnburner declared for Fremont, than the name

of James Buchanan was dropped from the mast-head of the

Reporter, Grover's organ , published by Charles Horton at

Angelica . The fires of revolution were by this time in fullest

blaze , resulting in giving Fremont and Dayton a majority

of fully four thousand - greater, relatively to the number of

votes cast, than in any other locality of the State. In sev

eral towns the Democratic party was found on the count of

votes to have scarce shown traces of existence . The results

of this remarkable campaign won for the county the designa

tion since so widely applied , that of “ Grand Old Allegany. "

Here indeed was it , that the great party of freedom , since

so making history, not only in the nation but the world

over-resulting in emancipation , with all of its fruits , and, as

regards statutes and constitutions, securing to all , irrespect

ive of race or color, equality before the law - first put on an

organized form . To further trace the political history of

the county in any thing like detail would be to run the risk

of offending by oversight the works and ways of represent

ative men, equally , in numerous instances, those of ability

and mark, with others of greater prominence ; since it is

not unfrequently the silent workers who bring about most

important results.

Martin Grover and Marshall B. Champlain were both

of them rare men , possessing representative qualities of

the highest order. Both were chiefs of their party,

Champlain undeviatingly a Democrat, Grover for a while

acting with the Republicans, but each finally dying in the

political faith early espoused .

Grover was in due time advanced to a judicial position

eminent as any in the State, and ably did he perform its

duties. He held to the day of his death a most exalted

place in the counsels of his party, nor failed to the last in

holding on to considerable following. His rival, Marshall

B. Champlain, became attorney -general of the State, and was

a man of rare genius, holding a magician's power over his

political allies . No two men could have well been found

more unlike . Each was possessed of ability of a high order .

Champlain was generous to a fault, strongly attached to his

friends , a natural humanitarian and believing in his democ

racy. Grover was the very reverse ; cold and calculating,

he had few; if any , strong friends. As for the Democratic

party in Allegany, the revolutionary period of '48 and

events immediately succeeding, together with the results of

the war, so reduced its numbers and influence, that Martin

Grover and Marshall B. Champlain , State and national ,

rather than local chiefs of their party, had they been even

greater than they were, could not have commanded during

the last twenty years a sufficient number of votes at home,

merely as Democrats, to have saved their names from oblivion .

The foremost Republican leaders of recent years have

been Hamilton Ward, who, elected to Congress in 1862 , held

three terms , the period of the war, and proved a faithful

representative of the sentiments of the most radically anti

slavery section of the State ; and Doctor William M. Smith ,

of Angelica , a physician of eminence . The latter became sur

geon of the 85th volunteer infantry , and as such attached

strongly to himself the brave men making up that regiment ,

officers and privates as well , and thus broadened the found

ation of a potent political influence . These two gentlemen ,

equally eminent in their respective professions , have latterly

shared the honors of Republican leadership in the county .
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CHAPTER XVII .

HISTORY OF THE POLITICAL, AGRICULTURAL AND RELIGIOUS

PRESS OF ALLEGANY COUNTY.

a
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E have not been able to learn of any newspaper

published in Allegany county before the An .

gelica Republican, which was started in October,

1820, by Franklin Cowderey, and was con

tinued two years, when it suspended . Five

years subsequently, in 1827 , it was revived as the Alle

gany Republican, published by Simuel P. Hull. In 1832

it was changed to the Angelica Republican and Farmers' and

Mechanics' Press, conducted by B. F. Smead. During the

same year it was again changed to the Allegany Republican

and Internal Improvement Aidrocate, and published by Peter

Cherry. In 1834 it was issued as the Angelica Republican

and Allegany Whijr. Soon after the paper passed into the

hands of William Pitt Angel , who changed it to the Angelica

Reporter and Allegany Republican, when it passed into the

hands of Samuel C. Wilson , and appeared for several years

as the Angelica Reporter. In 1841 it was published by

Horace E. Purdy and Charles Horton . In 1844 Mr. Hor

ton became sole proprietor. In 1856 , purchasing the Advo

cate and Whig , Mr. Horton continued publication as the

Angelica Reporter and Advocate and Whig . Purchase was

finally made of the press, material and good will of the Re

porter by George W. Dickinson , and the paper was about

ten years ago removed to Belmont, where, publication having

been continued till January, 1874, it was removed to Wells

ville and consolidated with the Times, a paper which had ,

during the memorable Greeley campaign, sprung into being

as a Republican journal, taking the place politically of the

Free Press, which , under the conduct of Charles M.

Beecher, espousing the Liberal cause, supported the great

journalist for President, thus yielding the ground to the Re

porter as representing the regularity of the Republican party.

Upon the consolidation of the Reporter and Times, a stock

company was formed known as the Allegany County Reporter

Association ; and the name of the paper has since remained

the Allegany County Reporter. Since the full organization of

the Republican party , the Reporter has earnestly represented

that party. Since its removal to Wellsville the bona fide

circulation of the paper has never been less than two thou

sand copies weekly. In May, 1876, Enos W. Barnes became,

and still continues, sole proprietor and editor, and since that

date the Reporter's prosperity and influence have been of

steady growth . It remains an accepted representative Re

publican and family newspaper.
The office is supplied

with steam power and has more than ordinary facilities for

job printing . It is one of the fixed and flourishing news .

paper establishments of western New York , enjoying in a

large sense the patronage , confidence and good will of the

people of Allegany county .

The Republican Aegis anil Allegany Democrat was pub

published at Angelica in 1830 .

The Allegany Gazette was published at Angelica in 1840 .

The Allegany County Advocate was started at Angelica in

January, 1842 , by Erastus S. Palmer. It was successively

issued by Ellroy & Churchill , Peter S. Norris, and William

H & C. M. Beecher. In 1852 it was united with the Cuba

Whig and issued as the Advocate and IVhig. In 1856 the

Beechers sold out the paper to Charles Horton , who united

it with the Reporter.

The Republican Era was started at Angelica in 1844, and

issued for a short time only . In 1846 the Republican Era

was started at Oramel, and published by Horace E. Purdy,

and its publication was continued for several years. The

history of the Era, and of its veteran editor, Mr. Purdy, is

one of so much mark as to call for extended mention in

the chapter under the head of “ Political History ," elsewhere

found.

The Cuba Aidrocate was commenced at Cuba, October

29th, 1838 , by Isaac C. Sheldon , and continued for several

years .

The Political Investigator was published for a short time

at Angelica in 1848 .

The American Banner was commenced at Cuba in Feb

ruary , 1855 , by Hatch & Pratt. In July, 1857 , the name of

the paper was changed to The Southern Tier, and its publi:

cation continued by Cyrus Pratt, with M. B. Champlain as

editor.

The Almond Herald was commenced at Almond in 1853 ,

by R. Denton , who continued its publication one year , when

it was suspended. Six months subsequently it was resus

citated by Melvin Hyde and Isaac Busby, and appeared

under the name of the Allegany Sentinel. Subsequently

passing into the hands of Pruner & Spencer, publication was

continued till 1856 .

The Rural Budget was commenced at Wellsville in

October, 1856 , by Richard O. Shaut, and continued three

or four years. A department of phonetics , edited by Doc

tor H. M. Sheerar, a gentleman of rare erudition and re

search , and taking special interest in phonetics, was a dis

tinguishing feature of the Budget.

The Genesee Valley Free Press was commenced at Belfast

in the autumn of 1852 by A. N. Cole. In February follow

ing the paper was removed to Wellsville, and published by

Mr. Cole till 1865 , when it was sold to Henry C. Fiske, sub

sequently published by Fiske & Fish , again sold to Charles

M. Beecher, and continued till 1875 , when its publication was

suspended. The paper was revived at Belmont in January ,

1877 , under its original name, where its publication is still

continued ; A. N. Cole editor, A. P. Cole publisher. The

paper is recognized as having been the pioneer Republican

journal of America . The Free Press, as hitherto stated , was

suspended at Wellsville in 1875 , and revived at Belmont in

January , 1877 ; its publisher, A. P. Cole , having purchased

the Alleganian office, which paper it succeeded, the editorial

conduct devolving upon its former veteran editor, A. M.

Cole, so conspicuously figuring in the chapter on the

political history of the county . As now conducted, the

Free Press is a fearless, outspoken , progressive newspaper,

devoted to early and old time principles of the Republican

party, and to the more advanced ideas of those later de.

nominated Liberal Republicans. In one regard the paper

is unique: on its fourth page appearing a second head , that

of the Genesee Valley Farmer, combining essential features

of the leading agricultural and horticultural periodicals of

the day . The Farmer is editorially conducted by Mr.

A. P. Cole, son of A. N. Cole, the former also local

editor of the Free Press, assisted by his brother, S. L. Cole,
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who has charge of the Wellsville department . The contri

butions of the renowned founder and former editor of

Moore's Rural New Yorker - Hon . D. D. T. Moore—to the

Farmer, and the Washington letters written for the Free

Press by Hon . J. Tarbell , late Supreme Court Justice of

Mississippi , combine upon the columns an array of editorial

talent rarely found. The articles of its editor in chief,

under the head of “ Our Easy Chair," have an especial

charm, and have comnianded a wide reading, circulation and

interest. The jobbing department of the Free Press office,

already ample, is steadily being added to, enabling its busi

ness manager, Mr. A. P. Cole, to do the best of work at

short notice.

The Cuba Patriot is printed at Cuba, is Republican in

principle , and has a large circulation weekly . It was insti-.

tuted by the managing editor and proprietor, Mr. Frank G.

Stebbins , at almost the outbreak of our great Rebellion , and

did noble service for the Union cause in stimulating and

cheering the masses to deeds of valor for the preservation

of our republican institutions . It has always since its first

organization been identified with the side of right and justice ,

and against oppression of every kind . Its editor being an

uncompromising Republican, the Patriot has never, in its

eighteen years of experience, bolted a party issue, and is

considered by the leaders of the Republican party to be a

paper they can trustingly rely upon and support. During

its existence the Patriot has seen the life and death of four

papers established in opposition to it . Mr. Stebbins is an

able and racy writer. Connected with the Patriot is one of

the best appointed job printing houses in western New

York .

The Allegany Democrat was founded on the 36th of Sep

tember , 1867 , by Williams & Barton , at Wellsville. It was

a four- page, twenty-eight column weekly , and earnestly

espoused the principles of the Democratic party . Previous

to its publication there was no Democratic paper in the

county , several unsuccessful attempts having been made to

permanently establish and sustain an official organ of the

party . The Democrat started with a circulation of three

hundred and fifty copies, and was kept alive at first by the

private purses of Hon. Martin Grover, Hon. M. B. Cham

plain , and other leading Democrats of the county. The

material of the office consisted of one old Washington hand

press, upon which the newspaper and job work was printed,

about four hundred pounds of metal type, a few fonts of

wood letter, two imposing stones and a small number of

other articles, the cash value of which would not exceed

$600. The Democratic party in the county was greatly in

the minority, and the paper struggled along under adverse

circumstances, appearing occasionally, as the publisher

had means to purchase the blank paper. In consequence

its circulation fell off rather than increared . The proprie

tors became discouraged , and made this remark , which many

of the old time Democrats will ever remember, “ For Napo

leon to have crossed the Alps was an easy matter, compared

with an attempt to establish a Democratic paper in Allegany

county . " In 1870 the office passed into the hands of Eddy

& White , and they, being shrewd business men , managed

to make the paper pay . New type was added to the office,

and renewed life manifested itself in the Democrat's columns .

In 1873 Mr. Eddy sold his interest to C. F. White, and he,

on the 16th day of August, 1874 , sold the office to Mr. Wil

liam W. Nichols, the present editor and proprietor. The

first number under Mr. Nichols's management appeared in an

enlarged form , eight columns to the page . It took a bold

and aggressive stand , was fearless in the expression of its

sentiments, and at once leaped into a deserved popularity,

which it has maintained ever since. Its circulation rapidly

increased , and now from its office are weekly sent into the

counties of Allegany and Potter 1800 copies of the Allegany

Democrat. The office is now provided with steam power

presses , is complete in its jobbing department, and a credit

to the county in which it is published . There is no class of

work that it is unable to do, and it has achieved a reputation

for the execution of fine jobs that many city establishments

might envy . The office is valued at $5,000, and the Demo

crats of the county may at last congratulate themselves that

a man has been found who can maintain a Democratic pa

per in the county on a paying basis. Mr. Nichols is an

active partisan , and his voice is heard in every exciting

campaign . His writings are noted for their terse and vigor

ous English , and are widely copied by the press of the State .

Though only thirty -three years of age, he has achieved suc

cess, and has probably crowded within that time more jour

nalistic experience than any other man in the western part

of the State .

The Friendship Register was established December 30th,

1869 , by J. J. Barker. In the autumn of 1871 the estab

lishment was purchased by R. R. Helme. Under his suc

cessful management the paper has been twice enlarged—the

last time in January, 1875—and it is now one of the promi

nent Republican journals of the county . The office affords

excellent facilities for the execution of all varieties of job

work .

The Angelica Advertiser was established April 12th , 1877 ,

and virtually succeeded the Angelica Republican , which was

destroyed by fire in June , 1876. The present concern was

moved from Canaseraga , employing the material used on

the Canaseraga Times, established in November, 1873 , by H.

C. Scott , also founder of the Angelica Advertiser. The

paper being published at one of the county seats enjoys a

lucrative legal patronage, besides a fair amount of job work .

It is Republican in politics. It has a subscription list of

eight hundred (800 ), which is steadily increasing.

The first nuniber of the Canaseraga Times was issued by

Mr. H. C. Scott , November 27th , 1873. Subsequently he

sold the office to Mr. William H. Barnum and removed to

Angelica. Under the present management the Times, which

is neutral politically, is one of the most newsy local papers

in this section , always keeping foremost the healthy growth

and prosperity of Allegany and adjoining counties. It is a

good advertising medium. The subscription price is $ 1.50

per annum. A first class jobbing department is attached .

This brings us to a notice of an eminently representative

and denominational journal , the Sabbath Recorder, having

more or less of circulation in every State and Territory of

the American Union . The following compilation is from

the pen of John M. Mosher, who has been connected with

the Recorder for a period of twenty-eight years .

The Seventh-day Baptists, of which sect the Sabbath Re

corder is now an organ , have had two or three papers, each

devoted to the propagation of their peculiar views in regard

to the Sabbath , the last of which , previous to the existence

of the Recorder, was the Seventh -day Baptist Register, pub



SEVENTH-DAY BAPTIST PUBLICATIONS-RIVER ROUTES OF TRAFFIC. 87

CHAPTER XVIII.

TRAVEL AND TRANSPORTATION-ROADS—THE GENESEE

VALLEY CANAL AND ERIE AND OTHER RAILWAYS.

66

lished at De Ruyter, N. Y. It was the wish of the denomi

nation for a long time to remove the publishing interests of

the Register from De Ruyter to New York city . The wish

led to negotiations which finally resulted in an amicable ar

rangement for securing such a transfer. In 1844 a twenty

column paper was issued from New York city in the place

of the Register, called the Sabbath Recorder, dated June

13th , under the editorial management of Rev. George B.

Utter. The first number of the Recorder was sent to each

subscriber of the Register, and some who were not subscri

bers for that paper, hoping that they would give their pa

tronage. The mechanical work of the Recorder was done

by a Mr. Tobitt, a number of men unitedly assuming the

responsibility of the enterprise .

Subsequently Rev. Thomas B. Brown became associate

editor, but after laboring some years in that capacity, on ac

count of ill health he
gave

it
up . At the close of the fiíth

year of the publication of the Recorder, the Seventh- day

Baptist Publishing Society was organized, purchased ma

terial for a printing office, and assumed its publication . At

the close of the thirteenth year Mr. Utter resigned his

position as editor, and Rev. William . B. Maxson , D. D. , was

appointed in his stead by the society. (During the existence

of the Publishing Society it issued, besides the Recorder, a

Sabbath - school paper monthly, and a quarterly - The

Seventh -day Baptist Memorial — both of which subsequently

ceased to exist .)

In the year 1861 , the society being burdened by a heavy

debt, Mr. Utter, then in Westerly , R. I. , purchased the

printing material from the society, and offered to print the

paper by the job, which he continued to do for about six

months, when he bought the paper, and published it as an

individual enterprise, in connection with a local paper, also

partly his own . In the transfer there was somewhere be

tween six months and a year in which there was no paper.

On the republication of the Recorder it was enlarged to a

thirty -six-column paper, and gave at first considerable satis

faction to its patrons ; but the time came when a majority

of the denomination , not satisfied with being without what

they could call their denominational paper , urged the Ameri

can Sabbath Tract Society to purchase the subscription list

from Mr. Utter, which they did in the year 1872 , and on

the 27th of June issued from Alfred Centre, N. Y. , their

first number under the new adıninistration , with Rev.

N. V. Hull, D. D. , as editor, and David R. Stillman as

financial agent. The number issued was Vol . XXVIII,

NE of the most important topics in the history of

Allegany county is the relation of the county

to lines of travel and transportation . The first

hope of the people of this section in regard to

communication with the outside world was based

on the course of the rivers flowing from southern

New York into Pennsylvania . On the Allegany they

could float to the Ohio, and so into the heart of the

Mississippi valley ; the Canisteo and Conhocton would bear

them to the Susquehanna, and that noble stream would

forward them on their way to their natural seaport, as they

then deemed it-Baltimore . Guy H. McMaster, Esq. , the

clever author of the History of the Settlement of Steuben

County, has thus stated the situation from the commercial

point of view :

The maps revealed four natural avenues for commerce.

One, in the north, led to Newfoundland fogs and the ice

bergs of Labrador. The second, opening in the hills of

Cattaraugus, conducted to Mississippi marshes and the Gulf

of Mexico. The third offered itself in the northeast, where

by tedious beating and portages one might get into the Mo

hawk and float slowly down to New York Bay. But in the

southeast the Susquehanna thrust a branch almost to the

center of the Genesee country-a small but navigable river,

the beginning of swift waters which might bear ponderous

cargoes in five days to the head of Chesapeake Bay. Men

of judgment and experience, the statesmen and commercial

prophets of the time, pointed to this river as the destined

highway of the West. According to the best of human

calculation the products of the Genesee, instead of being

entrusted to the St. Lawrence, the Mississippi, or the per

plexing channels of the Oswego and Mohawk, would inevi

tably seek this convenient valley, to be stowed in the rough

river craft, which , gliding down the swift waters of the Con

hocton and Chemung, might enter on the second day the

Susquehanna, and riding safely over the foaming rapids

plow in a week the tide water of the ocean . Furthermore,

if in the course of centuries civilized men penetrate those

vast and wonderful wilds beyond the lakes, by what other

road than this is the surplus of Michigan and the northwest

to reach the Atlantic ? The belief was not without founda

tion . Looking at the maps, even at this day, and observing

how the northwestern branch of the Susquehanna penetrates

western New York, it would seem that but for the disastrous

interference of the Erie Canal , and the unfortunate inven

tion of railroads, the Conhocton valley might have been the

highway of an immense commerce, and the roads leading to

the port at the head of her navigable waters might have

been trampled by tremendous caravans."

From a contribution to a newspaper we extract the fol

lowing paragraph on the earliest wagon roads in the coun

try :

" In 1805 Joseph McCluer, who had bought land at Frank

linville and who came in by the same route as the first set

tlers in Friendship, Belfast and Caneadea, opened a road

No. 27 .

The American Sabbath Tract Society was organized in

1843. Its object was “ to promote the observance of the

Sabbath, as originally instituted, enjoined in the Decalogue,

and confirmed by the precepts and examples of Christ and

the apostles." This it labored to do by the circulation of

tracts and books, and lecturing on the Sabbath question,

and up to the time of purchasing the Recorder never as

sumed directly the publication interest.

In addition to the printing of the Recorder, the office is

issuing two monthlies - The Bible Scholar, a Sabbath School

paper, and the Alfred Student, a college paper for Alfred

University faculty and students — also many Sabbath tracts,

with a large amount of job work.

1 )



88 HISTORY OF ALLEGANY COUNTY, NEW YORK.

*

S.

ཀ །

from the Transit bridge over the hill due west, or about in

the same direction , and crossing White creek and Black

creek , and over the hill west of Black creek to the head of

Oil creek , and so on west to his place at Franklinville . The

proprietors of Olean, Adam Hooper and Ebenezer Norton ,

assisted and a road was opened the same year from Solomon

Rawson's place on the Valley road between Cuba and Rush

ford , down Oil creek to Samuel Morgan's, and across the

notch where the Cuba reservoir discharges its surplus water,

to the old Simeon Hicks place, and thence down Oil creek

to Hinsdale and Olean . Rawson soon after his settlement

opened a road north to Rushford, where was a settlement

also. The first mail that went to Olean was carried from

Perry, via Castile, Pike, Centreville , Rushford and Rawson's,

and thence by the ' Allegany road ' (so it was called) to

Olean . I saw when but a small boy the remains of the

' old Allegany road , ' in the woods near the oil spring.

The road from the Transit bridge to Franklinville was called

' the Ischua road , ' and is so shown on the maps of the Hol

land Company. In course of making surveys in Belfast I

came upon it more than thirty years ago, but from any ap

pearance then visible no one would suppose a road had ever

been there at all , and yet this was once the only white man's

road to Olean and Franklinville. A road was opened about

the same time from Angelica to Judge Church's, and under

brushed to John T. Hyde's.”

A road running from Hornellsville via Andover and

Dyke's creek to Wellsville, and thence through the county

by way of the valleys of Marsh , Honeyoye and Oswayo

creeks , was one of the earliest in the county, being con

structed during the operations of Charles Williamson at

Bath as the agent of the Pulteney estate . So says Mr. H.

Baxter in the Friendship Register, to which journal he also

contributed the following statements :

In 1803 Job Phillips, Nehemiah Sayer, David Sanford ,

Ezra Sanford , Stephen Vandermark , Sanuel Lamb and

Ziba Huff purchased land in the town of Caneadea and

settled there. For their convenience a road was opened

from Wellsville to their place down the Genesee river.

From this river road at the R. H. Tucker place the first road

was made to Friendship in 1806 . From this river road at

the Transit bridge the first road (the Ischua road) was made

to Olean and to Friendship in 1805. Most of it has long

since been generally forgotten , few people along its route

knowing that it ever existed . The Ischua road , ran

west over the hill to White creek in the town of Belfast ,

then west over the next hill to Black creek in the town of

New Hudson , then west over the next hill to Oil creek very

near the sumniit, and then west over the next hill to Frank

linville . It was opened for use by Joseph and David Mc

Cluer. In 1805 a road had been opened from Olean to the

head of Oil creek at the crossing of the Ischua road , so

that in 1806 there was a road from the Genesee river at the

Transit bridge to the Allegany river at Olean open and in

use.

Immediately after the war of 1812 , Olean Point became

the great depot on a common line of emigrant travel . The

route from the eastward to that point led across Allegany

county on the line traversed by the first settlers in Caneadea,

Belfast and Friendship, via Almond, Baker's Bridge and And

over. The simplest and roughest kind of woods road had been

opened in 1809 or 1810, from Angelica to Olean . It was

surveyed by Moses Van Campen in 1815 , but even after the

improvement made upon it in the two or three years follow

ing was only tolerable when snow did something to level

up between the roots, and frost stiffened the sloughs in

which teams otherwise floundered and heavy wagons were

stalled . About this time the reconstruction of the road was

begun , the State appropriating a small amount toward the

work and making it a toll road . This job, which was chiefly

done by David Howe, was finished in 1822. This road to

Olean began to be thronged with emigrants about 1816 , and

for some ten years was a main route of travel to the West.

The dwellers along its line found purchasers of their prod

ucts in the host of emigrants, and prospered by the patron .

age of this thoroughfare.

The event which destroyed this prosperity, banishing for

the time the expectation of making the southern tier the

chief course of communication with the West and Baltimore

the seaport for this region , was the construction of the Erie

Canal . By it New York city was made the natural port for

the shipment of the products of the western as well as the

eastern part of the State , and the canal immediately became

the main route of emigrant travel . The temporary distress

caused in this section , and its partial relief, were thus por

trayed by Mr. Orsamus Tuner:

“ The Erie Canal has been a work diffusive in its benefits,

and yet its opening had the effect temporarily to create de

pression , and retard the settlement of the southern portion

of the Holland Purchase. As has been before observed ,

the current of emigration to the West was transferred from

the main roads that led to the navigable waters of the Alle

gany river to the canal and the lakes . A brisk travel and

transportation suddenly ceased ; Olein ceased to be a

market for produce; in fact , all the local advantages that are

derived from great thoroughfares were lost . This , added to

the financial crisis of 1818 and 1819, and cold , untoward

seasons, almost brought settlement to a stand . There were

times when farms in the western portion of Allegany and

southern portion of Cattaraugus, with fifty acres of im

provements, would not bring $200 over and above the orig

inal purchase money. A large proportion of the settlers

abandoned the idea of paying for their lands and stopped

improvements. Many left the country, and more would

haye done so could they have realized enough for their im

provements to pay the expenses of emigration . In 1822

and 1823 the gloomy prospect began to change ; the Holland

Company reduced the price of lands, began to pay liberal

prices for cattle, and it was not long before the southern

portion of the Purchase in various ways began to feel the

effects of the prosperity to which the Erie Canal had given

so powerful an impetus in its more immediate neighbor

hood .”

The Genesee Valley Canal is said by Turner to have been

first publicly suggested in a meeting at Cuba, attended by

John Griffin, Calvin T. Chamberlain, Daniel Raymond,

Samuel Morgan , Simeon C. Moore and other citizens of Al

legany and Cattaraugus counties.

The construction of the canal was authorized by an act

of the Legislature in May, 1836. A survey had been rec

ommended by Goverenor Clinton in 1827 . A survey was

made in 1828 under the direction of Judge Geddes. An act

authorizing a survey passed in 1834 , and it was made in

the same year under the charge of J. C. Mills. Work was
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commenced in 1837 , and fifty -two miles of this canal were

completed as early as 1840. It was finished to Oramel in

1851 , to Belfast in 1853 , to Rockville in 1854, and to Olean

in 1856 .

In this county it passes through the towns of Hume,

Caneadea, Belfast , New Hudson and Cuba . It has been

mainly used for the transportation of lumber from Allegany

and Cattaraugus counties. Although its commerce has to

some extent helped to swell the income of the Erie Canal ,

its receipts for tolls have never equaled the expenditures

for repairs upon it . In accordance with the provisions of

an act passed in 1877 , this canal was abandoned in the

autumn of 1878.

The following triumphant paragraph , with which Mr.

Turner closed chapter IX of the History of Phelps and

Gorham's Purchase, serves best to show the backward state

of this county as late as 1851 , the date upon the title page

of that work :

“ It is after almost a half century's struggle, but for Al

legany the ' better time ' has come. The whistles of the

steam cars are starting the deer that yet linger in her forests ;

the echoes of the boatman's horn ere these imperfect annals

issue from the press will be sounding along the valley of the

upper Genesee ; the dark forests are rapidly disappearing;

the neatly framed house is taking the place of the moss

covered log cabin ; all is putting on the appearance of re

newed enterprise and rapid progress. Long almost a

' terra incognita ' to her neighbors on the northern plains, '

her soil , her climate, pure water and pure atmosphere are

beginning to be appreciated; and she will soon occupy a

better relative position in the empire region of the Empire

State."

The inhabitants of what has always been known as the

southern tier of counties had been , directly or indirectly,

taxed to aid in the construction of the Erie Canal ; and by

reason of their distance from it they were to a compara

tively slight extent participators in its benefits . In fact,

those who resided on the borders of the lakes, far beyond

the limits of the State, had greater facilities for travel and

transportation than they enjoyed . They were , therefore,

desirous that something might be done for the development

of their region .

At one time the project was entertained of constructing

seventeen lateral canals, to extend from the Erie to different

points in this region ; and some of these were subsequently

constructed . It was readily perceived , however, that these

would only benefit the areas through which they passed , and

but partially develop the resources of the entire region .

At this time the subject of railroads began to attract at

tention , and at once the advantages of such an avenue of

communication through southern New York, between the

navigable waters of the lakes and New York city , were per

ceived . At that time railroading was in its infancy, and no

one dreamed that railroads could ever compete successfully

with lakes, rivers and canals, except during a portion of the

year when the latter were closed by ice. At the present day

one smiles as, in glancing over the history of that period ,

he finds that the most sanguine advocate of railways claimed

that, while winter prevented inland navigation during about

five months of each year, railroad communication would be

interrupted only about two months; and the ingenuity of

engineers was being taxed to devise means whereby the ef

fect of heaving by frost could be obviated , so that they

could be worked in winter, when not obstructed by snow .

He will also be amused to learn , that to prevent obstruction

by snow it was “ proposed to build our rails two feet eight

inches above t ! : e earth , which , with our great command

of wood, can easily be accomplished.”

It was objected to this enterprise that the travel and in

land commerce of the country would not support it , with

the canal and the series of railroads which now constitute

the Central to compete with it . A few , however, were suf

ficiently sagacious to foresee the condition of things at the

present time, when all these avenues of communication be

tween the East and the West, with the additional ones

that have come into existence, are hardly sufficient .

Among the first in this part of the State to discern the

importance of this work was the late Hon . Philip Church,

and at his call the first public meeting for the promotion of

the enterprise was held at the court -house in Angelica, on

the 25th day of October, 1831 . Of this meeting Judge

Church was chairman, and Asa S. Allen and Daniel Mc

Henry secretaries. Resolutions were adopted for the pro

motion of the enterprise. A committee, consisting of Hon .

Philip Church, Gen. S. S. Haight , J. B. Cooley , Ransom

Lloyd and John Collins was appointed to correspond with

citizens of other counties; a delegation of nine was desig

nated to attend a convention at Owego in the next Decem

ber, and a committee of three in each town appointed to

communicate with the committe on correspondence, circulate

petitions, and transact such business as might be deemed of

importance. These committees were : Angelica - Andrews

A. Norton , Charles Davenport, Ithamar Smith. Almond

Stephen Major, J. Angel , Hiram Palmer. Alfred-John B..

Collins, Samuel Russell, Joseph Goodrich . Andover - Sid

ney Frisbee , Sheldon Brewster, Elijah Hunt. Amity - A . E.

Parker, B. G. Crandall , John Simons. Allen- James Wil

son , J. W. Stewart, Chester Roach . Burns - William Welch,

H. Halliday, J. H. Boyland. Birdsall–J . B. Welch ,

J. Whitman , A. C. Hull. Belfast-S . Wilson , E. Rey..

nolds, R. Renwick . Bolivar - L . Leonard , T. Richardson,

L. Evans. Cuba - John Griffin , John Bell , H. Brasted.

Centreville-0. Pell , D. Bryan , William Freeman . Canea

dea-A . Burr, E. Burbank, James Caldwell . Eagle - J.

Grover, J. Wart , J. Wing . Friendship - S. King, William

Colwell, E. Griswold . Grover-J . S. Wright, E. Smith , J.

Van Ostran . Genesee — J. S. Crandall, B. Maxon, Hiram

Wilson . Hume - S . H. Pratt, C. G. Ingham, C.

Mather. Haight - T. McEllhany, William Andrews, J. West

fall . Independence - Q . S. White, Samuel Maxwell, S.

Leonard . Nunda - W . Z. Blanchard , W. P. Wilcox , S.

Joslyn. Ossian - J. Clendening , W. R. Burnell, J. Chapin .

Portage--L . Wood, A. Wilch , S. Hunt. Pike-A. Hinman ,

William Windsor, J. Otis. Rushford - M . McCall , A. J.

Lyon, J. Young Scio–J . Middaugh, B. Palmer, Asa Parks .

Meetings were held in other localities, and the subject was

thoroughly agitated .

An act of incorporation was passed April 24th , 1832 , and

amended April 19th , 1833 ; and on the oth of August, 1833 ,

directors were elected .

Work upon the road was suspended in 1842 ; but it was

resumed in 1849 , and pushed to its completion in 1851. It

enters this county from the east in Almond, a corner of

which it crosses ; it then passes through Alfred, Andover ,
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Wellsville , Scio, Amity, Friendship and Cuba. There are

stations at Almond , Alfred , Andover, Wellsville, Scio, Phil

lipsville, Belvidere, Friendship and Cuba, and switches at

Tip Top, Elm Valley, Dyke and Summit . The highest

point between New York and Lake Erie (in Andover) is

appropriately named Tip Top .

Of the great benefit which this road has conferred on Al

legany county , by developing its resources, and bringing it

into easy communication with other parts of the country, it

is hardly necessary to speak . Previous to the time of its

completion a large portion of this county was covered with

primitive forest, consisting in great part of pine and hem

lock timber. This, when cut into logs or manufactured into

lumber, could only be taken to market by hauling it long

distances over land or floating it in rafts down the streams

in times of high water. The region was thus practically

shut out from market , and much timber that would be val

uable now had been burned in making clearings . Upon these

clearings, in the fertile valleys of the county, the labor of

the farmer was rewarded with abundant returns ; but again ,

the difficulty of transporting the produce to market rendered

it comparatively valueless . Under such circumstances it is

not incredible that the resources of the county should de

velop slowly , and that in 1850 less than a third of the sur

face had been brought under cultivation . Since the com

pletion of the railroad all this has changed . Much of the

forest has disappeared , and the lumber into which it has

been converted has found a ready and profitable market .

The haunts of the deer have been changed to fields of wav

ing corn , or verdant meadows, and pastures over which roam

the grazing kine. The facilities for transportation which

this road affords have caused the establishment of manufac

tories, and the utilization of the water power in different

localities for the conversion of raw inaterial into manufac

tured articles and products of various kinds. All these evi

dences of prosperity are demonstrations of the wisdom and

foi ight of the projectors and early promoters of this en

terprise.

This road had the original corporate name of the New

York and Erie Railroad . This was subsequently changed

to the Erie Railroad, and recently it has come to be known

as the New York, Lake Erie and Western Railroad .

The Rochester, Nunda and Pennsylvania Railroad Com

pany was organized on the 9th of April, 1870, for the pur

pose of constructing and operating a railroad from the vil

lage of Mount Morris, Livingston county, to the town of

Amity, Allegany county.

R. P. Wisner, of Mount Morris, was first president.

Charles Bingham , of the same place, was secretary , and Albert

Lockhart , of Angelica, treasurer. D. P. Richardson and Dr.

C. P. Carver were directors.

The town of Birdsall bonded itself for $20,000 and An

gelica for $65,000.

On the oth of January, 1872 , a railroad corporation by

the name of the Rochester, Nunda and Pennsylvania Exten

sion Railroad Company was organized for the purpose of

constructing and operating a railroad to extend from the

southern terminus of the above mentioned railroad to a

point near Mill Grove, in Cattaraugus county, upon the

Pennsylvania line. On the 12th of January, 1872 , a com

pany was organized under the corporate name of the North

ern Extension of the Rochester, Nunda and Pennsylvania

Railroad Company, for the purpose of constructing and

operating a railroad to extend from Mount Morris to Roch

ester. By the articles of association , executed March 12th ,

1872 , the capital stock and franchises of these corporations

were merged into one corporation , under the corporate

name of the Rochester, Nunda and Pennsylvania Railroad

Company

The Northern Navigation and Railroad Company was

organized in June, 1870 , under an act of the General As

sembly of Pennsylvania, for the purpose of constructing

and operating a railroad extending from Reynoldsville , in

the county of Jefferson , Pennsylvania, to Mill Grove, on

the State line. The company surveyed and located about

thirty miles of its railroad leading into the coal regions of

northern Pennsylvania ; obtained the right of way for a

large part of the distance of its line of road, and a contract

for the donation to it of one thousand acres of coal , iron

and timber land , and promises for another large tract, con

ditioned upon the construction of a certain portion of the

road within a specified time.

On the 6th of June, 1872 , the Rochester, Nunda and Penn

sylvania Railroad Company and the Northern Railroad and

Navigation Company were consolidated under the corporate

name of the Rochester, Nunda and Pennsylvania Railroad

Company, and the road of the company was to be continued

southerly from the State line, thus making a continuous line

of railroad one hundred and fifteen miles in length , from

Rochester through the counties of Munroe, Livingston , Alle

gany and Cattaraugus, and through the counties of McKean,

Elk , Cameron, Jefferson and Clearfield in Pennsylvania, to

a point at or near Brookville. On the ist of January, 1873 ,

the Rochester, Nunda and Pennsylvania Railroad Company

executed seven per cent. bonds, amounting to $ 4,050,000,

payable to the New York State Loan and Trust Company,

of the city of New York, and gave a mortgage as security

for the payment of bonds and interest. Prior to the execu

tion of the bonds and mortgage the company had procured

subscriptions to its stock to the amount of $ 1,085,000, of

which $645,000 were town and city subscriptions ; and sub

scriptions to the amount of $525,000 had been collected .

Material had been furnished for and work performed upon

the railroad to the amount of about one million dollars, on

account of which payments had been made to the amount

of $925,000 , as follows : $525,000 in cash from subscrip

tions, and $400,0co in the stock of the company, taken at

par by the contractors for the work and the material . The

bonds, owing to the depressed state of business and the gen

eral financial difficulties that prevailed throughout the coun

try, did not find a ready sale ; the company, in order to se

cure traffic for its road , and thereby give greater value and

currency to the bonds, determined to become the owner of

a tract of coal , mineral and timber land in the region near

and adjoining the southern portion of the line of the road

in Pennsylvania. On the 15th of December, 1873 , the com

pany , by Alfred Lockhart , then its president, purchased

4,969 acres of coal and timber land , lying in the townships

of Norwich and Sergeant , McKean county , Pennsylvania, at

$42.50 an acre. In December, 1876, Frank D. Lake, Charles

L. Bingham , George W. Aldridge (since deceased), Henry

C. Wisner (also deceased) , Albert H. King, Benjamin F.

Dow, George W. Root, James C. Wicker, David P. Richard

son , George M. Osgoodby, and Samuel Swain were direct
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crops and

ors, Lake being president and Bingham treasurer . The

grading of the road had been finished a large portion of the

way from Mount Morris to Belvidere , passing in this county

through the towns of Birdsall , West Almond, Angelica and

Amity ; between Mount Morris and a point near Nunda track

was laid . On the 6th of March , 1877 , at a special term of Su

preme Court, held at Waterloo, a decree for the foreclosure

of the Union Trust Company's mortgage and sale of the

railroad and property covered by it was made . Under this

decree the mortgaged property, or so much as was located in

the State of New York , was sold at the village of Nunda, on

the 7th of May, 1877 , and purchased by Frank D. Lake for

the sum of five thousand dollars. After the sale the rail

road company was reorganized under the corporate name of

the Rochester, Nunda and Pittsburg Railroad Company ;

and George W. Aldrich (since deceased ' , Charles L. Bing

ham , Frank D. Lake and George M. Osgoodby, who were

directors under the old organization , were elected directors

of the new corporation . The property is now owned prin

cipally by the Allentown ( Pa .) Iron Company and George

Derome, Esq ., of Detroit .

The bonds are a great burden on the taxable.inhabitants of

the bonded towns , and they have seen fit to test the validity

of the claim in the courts . At the date of this writing the

question was not finally decided .

The Belmont and Buffalo Railroad Company was

ganized under the general railroad act in the winter of 1871 ,

with Moses Taggart president, Wilkes Angel vice - president ,

W. G. Whitney secretary, and John M. Hammond treasurer.

The directors were Wilkes Angel, H. M. Wheelock, G.O.

Crandall, Woodward Willis, George W. Stevens , E. F.

Johnson, John A. Tompson, Miles Dodge, S. S. Hammond,

Peter Dunn and S. L. Griffith .

Ir this county the road was surveyed from Belmont

through the towns of Amity, Belfast , a short distance in

Angelica , Caneadea and Hume. In 1872 about five miles

of the road were graded in the towns of Amity, Caneadea,

Angelica and Hume.

To aid in the construction of the road the town of Amity

was bonded for $40,000, Caneadea for $40,000, and Hume

for $ 50,000.

Portions of the road were sold by the sheriff to satisfy

judgments. By an order of the Supreme Court in 1876 ,

Wilkes Angel was appointed receiver,

In the spring of 1879. steps were taken for the organiza

tion of a company to build a railroad on the line of the

abandoned Genesee Valley Canal , but up to the date of this

writing nothing decisive had been accomplished .

or

him was purely circumstantial, the jury by which he was

tried rendered a verdict of guilty after a deliberation of a

few hours. So strong, however, was the sympathy for How

that but for his confession he probably would have escaped

the gallows .

It is probable that but for deep wrongs that had been in

flicted on How he would never have been a murderer. He

was an intelligent , active and energetic business man , but

he became somewhat embarrassed financially. There were

those, it was said , who did not hesitate to take advantage of

his embarrassments, and oppress him , even to his ruin . How

named seven of these, whom he termed “ the seven devils ."

They were Othello Church, John Palmer, Elias Hull, Joseph

Wilson, Hiram Aldrich , Andrus A. Norton and George

Miles . Of these, Mr. Church was a resident of Friendship .

Mr. Palmer was proprietor of a grist - mill which stood nearly

on the site of the Joncy Paper Mills, about a mile from the

village of Angelica . Wilson was then sheriff of the county,

and Hull, whose testimony was declared by How in his con

fession to be false, was then and at the time of the trial

on the limits ” for debt . No record remains of the other

three.

In the autumn of 1823 these men seized the

other personal property of How. He asked them to leave

sufficient grain to supply his family during the winter, but

they refused, and even tore up the vegetables in his garden ;

and Church , when solicited to leave some onions, refused

and spat in How's face. Had the murder been committed

then it would probably have been difficult to convict him

even of manslaughter.

On the night of October 23d in the same year, How set

fire to the mill and barn of Mr. Palmer, which were de

stroyed . Both these buildings contained property which he

thought had been wrongfully taken from him , and a re

vengeful feeling overcame conscience. It is stated that

Palmer's cowardice deterred him from leaving his house

while his buildings were burning.

How was arrested for this crime, but was discharged be

cause there was not sufficient evidence against him .

Late in the night of the 29th , or early on the morning of

the 30th of December, Mr. Church was fatally shot at the

door of his own house in Friendship . No one witnessed

the crime but the perpetrator of it . Within a month How

was indicted , tried and convicted , and on the 19th of March ,

1824, less than three months after the commission of the

crime, he suffered the extreme penalty of the law.

The court at which he was indicted and tried was held in

a room over the old jail , which then stood on ground now

occupied by the Catholic church in Angelica . It convened

February 2nd , 1824. William B. Rochester, circuit judge,

presided , assisted by John Griffin, Thomas Dole, Clark

Campbell, Vial Thomas and Sylvanus Merriman, judges.

The grand jury by which the verdict was found consisted

of Moses Van Campen , foreman , William Bennett , Elijah

Osgood, William Gray, Hiram Gray, Eleazer Burbank,

Freeman S. Wilson , Charles Swift, Horatio Smith , Levi

Benjamin, Matthew P. Cady, Daniel Woods, Solomon

Chamberlain , Nathaniel H. Fordice , Walter Bennett, Azel

Fitch , Ebenezer Pettis, Stephen Merrils, John Hammond

and Jeremiah Fuller.

On the 4th and 5th of the same month the prisoner was

tried by a jury consisting of Daniel Scott, Isaac Smith , Am

CHAPTER XIX .

SKETCH AND ITSGF THE HISTORY OF CAPITAL CRIME

PUNISHMENT IN ALLEGANY COUNTY.

wasHE first gallows in Allegany county

erected in 1824 , for the execution of David

D. How, who had on the morning of De

cember 30th , 1823 , shot and killed Othello

Church in his own house in the town of Friend

ship .

From the first, suspicion rested on How as the

perpetrator of this crime , and though the evidence against

6
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asa Hall , Peter Bacon , William Rose, Luke Maxon, George

G. Patterson, Joseph Haynes, Ephraim Rowley , Joseph H.

Root , Simon Williams and Horace Whitney.

The case on the part of the people was conducted by S.

S. Haight, district attorney, assisted by J. C. Spencer and

Daniel Cruger. Fletcher M. Haight, Alvin Burr and Felix

Tracy were counsel for the defendant.

On the part of the prosecution forty -one witnesses were

sworn , and fifteen for the defense. The trial was ably con

ducted on both sides . How was sentenced to be hanged on

the third Friday of the following March . While the trial

was pending a military guard was stationed around the

jail . Immediately after the jury rendered their verdict of

guilty How confessed his guilt.

None of those who were engaged on the trial are known

to be living, and of the immense throng of people who

witnessed the execution but few are left . At that time

executions were public, and a morbid curiosity never failed

to bring together an immense crowd on such occasions. In

this case an unusual interest was felt through a wide sur

rounding region , and, by reason of the peculiar circum

stances that preceded the crime , so strong a sympathy for

the condemned man existed , notwithstanding his confession ,

that well grounded fears were entertained of an attempt to

rescue him , and of violence toward those who had caused

the troubles which led to the crime, and precautionary

measures were adopted. A guard was kept about the jail ,

the gallows, and the house of Sheriff Wilson , for some time

previous to the execution. Some five or six companies of

militia were on duty previous to and at the time of the

hanging

The gallows was erected at the northwest corner of the

square in the village of Angelica , nearly in front of where

Judge Allen's law office now stands . It was simply two

posts set in the ground, with a cross beam, platform and

drop. It was built by A. M. Raymond and a Mr. Allen .

It was said that Raymond, who was an ardent Methodist,

frequently offered spiritual consolation to the prisoner and

prayed with him , and that it was afterwards learned that

one night after one of these “ seasons" he administered

consolation to some young men in another part of the jail

by participating in a “ square twist at old sledge. "

The nearest available cabinet maker was a Mr. Abbott,

of Friendship, Mr. How's son - in - law , and he made the

coffin , which was sent to Angelica some days prior to the

execution. On learning this fact Mr. How desired to see it ,

and it was taken to him by Thomas Renwick and Aaron

Wickham . He gazed earnestly at it , then knelt down by

it and spent a time in prayer and anguish which was painful

to witness.

It was estimated that ten thousand people were present

on the day of execution from Cayuga, Steuben , Livingston,

Wyoming, Cattaraugus, Potter and other counties. Fifty or

sixty Indians came from their reservation at Caneadea and

crowded about the gallows, but they were prevailed on

to fall back . Disturbance by them was feared , but they

gave no trouble. The sheriff was escorted on horseback to

the jail , and thence to the gallows with the procession from

the jail , in a hollow square of soldiers .

From the gallows How addressed his family and that of

Othello Church feelingly, and spoke long , earnestly, and in

a penitent Christian spirit to the crowd . In the course of his

remarks he reiterated the statement that the testimony of

Elias Hull on the trial was false . At about 12 M. the rope

was pulled that unfastened the drop , and How was

launched into eternity. As Sheriff Wilson pulled the rope.

he partially fainted , and was supported, pale and trembling .

It was said that he was nearly dead with fear that an aveng.

ing bullet would strike him , and that he fell or hurriedly

dismounted from the horse that he had been mounted on .

How had in his confession charged Elias Hull with per

jury, and he repeated the charge in the face of death on the

scaffold . This was a greater punishment than Hull could

bear, and he served on the body, as it was taken down, a

legal process for slander, and to prevent it from being de

livered to his friends for burial . Elder Badger, who had

been How's spiritual adviser, became surety, and it was sur

rendered for interment.

The testimony on which How was convicted was that of

his hatred of Church as a motive, the hurried re : reat of a

horse toward his house after the shooting, the finding of his

horse still wet with perspiration a few hours later, gray hairs

on the muzzle of his gun, and the lint from the lining of his

overcoat about the lock . This was slightly corroborated by

other testimony. The confession of How was a vindication

of the justness of the verdict .

While in prison, awaiting his execution, Mr. How dictated

to Rev. Mr. Badger, his spiritual adviser, a full confession .

In this confession he gave a history of his life to the time ofа

committing his crimes , and declared his motive to be re

venge on those whom he considered his deadly enemies . He

first gave a detail of the firing of Palmer's mill and barn ,

which he did on his return from Hornellsvillc where he had

been on business. He then detailed the circumstances of

the killing of Church . He stated that on the night of De

cember 28th he lay in wait for the purpose of shooting

him, but he did not appear. After giving an account of his

doings the next night to the time of starting for the house

of his victim , he said : “ I then went to the bedroom window

and took out the gun, and no one of my family knew it , and

rode a smart trot to Church's . I hitched my beast near Mr.

Spear's shop ; took out my knife and rubbed the flint that

it might not miss fire. I took the mitten from off my right

hand and put it in my pocket, and was careful not to drop

anything whereby I might be detected . I then stepped to

his kitchen door, which opened near the head of his bed ,

and stood five or six minutes near his door stone .

" I rapped at the door, and shuddered at the very sound I

made, and was on the point of retiring, when his wife, I

think, awoke him , and he exclaimed , “ Who is there ? " I

endeavored to alter my voice and answered, “ I have a letter

for you." He then said, " Walk in ." I answered ,
.

“ Have the

goodness to open the door and take it . ” He arose, and as he

opened the door, as soon as I saw the appearance of his

white shirt, I shot at venture . I took no sight, and had the

gun by my side, and I think that the muzzle was not more

than three or four feet from him . I then heard him exclaim ,

" Oh ! my God! my God ! " I heard no more of him . I then

returned to my beast. I then rode with great speed home.

I dismounted and loaded my gun with great haste , and set

it into the window whence I had taken it ; then put out my

beast , and went to bed and went to sleep . Before day the

neighbors of Mr. Church called on me, and informed me

he was murdered in his own house."

"
!
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Patrick Brinn was indicted for murder, June 17th , 1840,

but nothing appears on the court record to show what dis

position was made of the case .

June 16th , same term of court, William Casey was indicted

for murder, and on the 17th he was put on trial before Judge

Robert Monell . He was convicted of manslaughter in the

second degree , and sentenced to the State prison for the

term of four years.

During the same year James Welch and Michael Linch

were indicted for killing Patrick Linch.
It does not appear

that the cases ever came to trial .

October 13th , 1841 , Patrick Kelly was indicted for the

murder of his wife at Andover, N. Y. He was tried June

16th , 1842 , Hon . Robert Monell presiding, Hon. Wilkes

Angel for the people, and his father, Hon. William G. Angel ,

and Hon . Martin Grover for the defense . At the conclusion

of the trial the case was found to be much stronger against

the prisoner than was anticipated, and the judge, after the

jury had been out twenty - five minutes, recalled them and

asked them if they had agreed on a verdict ; and on receiv

ing a negative answer promptly discharged them . At the

second trial , the counsel for the prisoner, being forewarned ,

made a more vigorous defense, and secured a verdict of

acquittal.

February 9th , 1842 , Henry Sheffield , of Angelica, was in

dicted for killing William Boyle, of Amity, November 22nd,

by shooting him in the abdomen with a rifle. He was tried

June 13th , 1842 , before Judge Monell , Hon . Wilkes Angel

for the people. He was convicted of manslaughter in the

third degree, and sentenced to imprisonment during two

years .

During the building of the Genesee Valley Canal and

the Erie Railroad there were many homicides ; but there

were no convictions except that of Matthew Carrigan , who

shot David Romer. He was indicted on the 24th of April,

1851 , and tried before Hon . R. P. Marvin . He was con

victed , and on the 20th of June, 1851 , was hanged .

In July , 1854, Lewis Stanch was indicted for poisoning

Samuel Lentz in the previous February . He was tried

March 15th , 1855 , and acquitted .

July 18th , 1856 , Erastus Smith was indicted for the mur

der of Martin Van Buren . His trial commenced December

gth of the same year, and continued five days . He was

acquitted by reason of the stupidity of physicians who gave

testimony.

On the 30th of October, 1861 , Charles W. Brooks and

Arnold W. Hazzard were indicted for the murder of Mat

thew Seeley. In March, 1862 , they entered a plea of man

slaughter in the first degree , and were sentenced to the State

prison , Brooks for the term of eight years and one month,

and Hazzard seven years and one month .

Mark Castelo and Thomas Burns were indicted at the

July term of the court in 1862 for murder. Castelo was

tried in October of the same year, and convicted of man

slaughter in the third degree. Burns plead guilty to the

same crime. Both were sentenced to imprisonment during

two years.

On the 14th of July, 1863 , Jane Brooks was indicted for

the murder of Mary Lacell by poisoning with morphine.

She was tried in October of that year, before Hon . Martin

Grover, Hon. Hamilton Ward appearing for the people , and

Hon . Wilkes Angel and Colonel A. J. McNett for the defense .

The nature of this case , and the circumstances attending it ,

invested it with unusual interest . The accused was con

victed and sentenced to be hanged on the 18th of Decem

ber, 1863 Her sentence was commuted by the governor

to imprisonment during life .

In October, 1865 , Jerome Curtiss was indicted for the

murder of his wife by poisoning. He was acquitted.

Patrick Dean was tried in October, 1866 , for the murder

of John Tulis. He was convicted of manslaughter in the

fourth degree , and sentenced to confinement in the State

prison for the term of one year.

David H. Carpenter was tried on the 25th of February,

1869 , for the murder of his brother. Hon . J. D. Lamont

presided at the trial . Gen. Rufus Scott , district attorney,

and Hon. M. B. Champlain appeared for the people, and

Wilkes Angel and Hon. A. P. Laning for the prisoner.

The unusual features in this case were the absence of any

apparent motive for the fratricide , and the instrumentality

of the son of the prisoner in procuring his conviction . He

was executed on the 16th of April , 1869 .

In January, 1877 , a case was tried in this county, before

Judge Barker, which merits notice because of the intense

interest which it excited , and because of the character of

the evidence and the nice point on which the determination

of the case turned .

On the morning of July 7th , 1876, it was discovered that

an atrocious crime had been perpetrated during the pre

ceding night at the house of Henry C. Hendryx , who re

sided about a mile from the village of Cuba. Mrs.

Hendryx had been shot as she was sleeping. The bullet

had passed through her abdomen and lodged in one of the

kidneys. Mr. Hendryx had also been wounded in his left

hand, and a bullet had passed through the skin on his left

thigh, where two holes were found within an inch of each

other, each appearing as though made by a point blank

shot.

Mr. Hendryx stated that during the night he became

conscious that some one was in their bedroom As he was

in the act of rising a shot was fired which took effect upon

his wife. He ran out of the bedroom , and as he reached

the door leading from the house another shot was fired,

hitting him in the thigh . He stated that he did not give

the alarm till near morning, because his wife feared he

would be shot if he exposed himself out of the house . Mr.

H. found his pocket book lying on the ground near the door

of his house, with eight or ten dollars missing from it . The

crime was supposed to have been committed by burglars.

It soon came to be suspected that Mr. Hendryx had com

mitted the crime and adroitly wounded himself to avert

suspicion. These suspicions increased , and in the follow

ing October he was indicted for murder. He was first tried

before Judge Barker at Belmont at the time before men

tioned . This trial resulted in a disagreement of the jury.

He was tried again in Angelica, before Judge Haight, in the

following June, and the jury rendered a verdict of murder

in the second degree . The evidence was wholly circumstan

tial , and the case turned on the question whether the wound

in his thigh was or was not self inflicted ; and on this point

the opinions of experts were conflicting. He was sentenced

to imprisonment during life .
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CHAPTER XX.

1

COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY - RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATIONS

-MEDICAL AND TEMPERANCE SOCIETIES - STATISTICS.

McElveney, Hume; 1866 , R. S. Charles, Angelica ;

1867 , S. H. Whitcomb, Angelica ; 1868 , Jeffrey H. Thomas;

1869 , John T. Wright; 1870 , William D. Sansman , West Al .

mond; 1871 , Joseph Lockhart, Angelica; 1872 , U. L. Davis,

Angelica; 1873, 1874 , Richard S. Charles, Angelica, 1875-78 ,

J. H. Rutherford, Allen.

The present vice -president is Norman Webster, of Angel

ica ; the secretary and treasurer are Horace C. Dudley and

James Lockhart.

This society, like most others of its kind , has been sub

ject to reverses, and at times has come near bankruptcy ;

but by perseverance and skillful management it has survived

discouragements, and its annual exhibitions are occasions of

interest to all the country around.

At first the fairs of the society were held in the park in

the center of he village of Angelica, and a tent was used

for the “ floral hall." The fairs were afterwards held on

the premises of Judge Hull, in the southern part of the vil

lage. Later the society purchased its present grounds in

the northeastern part of the village, where the fairs have

since been held . These grounds include an area sufficient

for a half -mile trotting course .

.

ALLEGANY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION .

N pursuance of public notice the farmers of Al

legany county met at the court -house in An

gelica on the 19th day of October, 1843 , for

the purpose of organizing a county agricultural

society . Of this meeting Rodman Freeborn was

chairman, and Ransom Floyd secretary.

Alvin Burr was chosen president, Luther Couch and

S. Woodruff vice-presidents, Ransom Floyd secretary , and

Laurens Hull treasurer. Laurens Hull, W. G. Angel and

Vial Thomas were appointed a committee on constitution

and by -laws. A committee of one from each town in the

county was appointed to solicit membership subscriptions.

They were instructed to receive no less than fifty cents from

each member. This committee consisted of Ezra Starr,

Angelica ; James Wilson , Allen ; John Simons, Amity;,

Leonard, Andover ; Elias Hull , Almond ; David Still

man , Alfred ; Norton Stanley, Birdsall ; Stephen Mundy,

Burns; Stephen Wilson , Belfast; Nelson Hoyt, Bolivar; John

Powers, Cuba; Rodman Freeborn , Caneadea ; Hugh Gillis,

Centreville ; Anson Congdon, Clarksville ; Norman Howis,

Eagle ; Hollis Scott, Friendship ; Hiram Wilson , Genesee ;

Reuben Weed , Grove; Samuel Jones, Granger ; William M.

Emerson , Hume; Samuel White, Independence; Asaph R.

Allan , New Hudson ; Edward Swain , Nunda; J. H. Con

saulus, Ossian ; James Perkins, Portage; Albert Smith, Pike;

Milton McCall, Rushford ; William Knight , Scio ; Jesse B.

Gibbs , West Almond; Stephen Collins, Wirt .

The next meeting of the society was held in November,

1843 , and ten directors were elected , viz .: John Simons,

Eliphas Tyler, Samuel C. Clark , Gustavus Grinaid, Joel

Karr, Rodman Freeborn , Stephen Mundy, Hollis Scott,

James Wilson , jr. , and George Willians.

At the same meeting the constitution and by -laws were

adopted. They provided that any person might be a mem

ber by paying the sum of two dollars annually to the treas

urer of the society, and that all competitors for premiums

should be resident members of the society .

At the annual meeting in 1844 Alvin Burr was re - elected

president, and in 1845 and 1846 Laurens Hull was chosen

to the same office. From the records of the society during

its early history it appears that the farmers who became in

terested in its prosperity were men of earnestness, but that

they were not so excessively ambitious as to proceed faster

than the growth of the society would warrant. Laurens

Hull continued in the office of president until 1849, when

he was succeeded by William G. Angel . Mr. Angel was suc

ceeded by Mr. James Wilson in 1850 . He continued in

office two years , and Joel Karr succeeded him .

The presidents of the society from 1852 to the present

year ( 1879 ) have been : in 1853 , Charles Benjamin , of Rush

ford ; 1857 , Doria Tracy, Caneadea ; 1855 , Ransom Lloyd ,

Angelica ; 1856, Richard Church, Angelica ; 1857 , 1858 , Wil

liam Wilson , Alma ; 1859, Albert Brown, Angelica ; 1860, J.

G. Osborn, Rushford ; 1861 , E. F. Willett , Rushford; 1862 ,

1863,W.H. King, Friendship; 1864 , Ira Bennett, Hume; 1865 ,

7

The first of the annual sessions of this organization was

held with the church in Friendship, September 30 , 4th and

5th , 1858. Rev. E. J. Scott, of Richburg, preached the in

troductory sermon and was chosen moderator of the session .

Rev. W. J. Kermott, of Almond, was chosen clerk ; Rev. A.

T. Cole, of Cuba, corresponding secretary, and Deacon B.

Coleman , of Almond, treasurer. Ten ordained ministers

and eleven churches were reported as belonging to the asso

ciation , viz : the churches of Almond, Rev. W. J. Kermott;

Amity, Rev. C. H. James; Andover, Rev. R. A. Washburn ;

Angelica, Rev. C. B. Read ; Bingham and Greenwood , Rev.

B. W. Capron ; Cuba, Rev. A. T. Cole ; Friendship , Rev. S.

J. Olney ; Richburg, Rev. E. J. Scott ; Wellsville, Rev. W.

Ward ; West Almond, Rev. M. M. Coleman ; the churches

of Andover, Greenwood, Amity, Wellsville and Bingham (or

Spring Mills) , were received into the association at the an

nual meeting of 1858. The constitution and rules of order

were read . They provided for annual meetings on the first

Friday in September of each year, and the choice of the of.

ficers named above, who were to discharge the duties usually

pertaining to their positions; the clerk receiving for his ser

vices $5 . The moderator was to be elected by ballot, and

the oiher officers “ by a show of hands . " Quarterly and

semi-annual as well as annual meetings have been held .

Since 1866 the annual meetings have been held in June.

At the session of 1859 , which was held at Andover,theWhites

ville church was admitted to membership in the association ,

and the Clarksville church appears for the first time in the

records. Brief histories of three churches of the association

were this year furnished for the minutes, and of other

churches at subsequent sessions . At that of 1860 the church

in Bingham was granted a dismissal . The minutes of 1862.

mention that the association “ adjourned one hour and a

half to attend a patriotic meeting." In the minutes of this

year the name of the Belfast church first appears.

In 1863 the association adopted a constitution and by

laws , and elected officers for an organization to be called

the Sunday- school Convention of the Allegany Baptist Asso
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ciation . Its first officers were : President, C. M. Bruce, of

Cuba; vice -president, L. D. Davis, of Wellsville ; secretary,

S. T. Dean, Friendship ; treasurer, S. M. Coleman , Almond.

Meetings of the convention were thereafter held in connec

tion with those of the association .

In the statistics printed for 1863 the Hartsville and Anin

Creek churches are mentioned for the first time, making

the total number in the association fifteen , which has never

been exceeded until within two or three years .
The name

of the Belmont church first occurs in the ininutes of 1867 .

The Bingham church is last mentioned in 1859, the Amity

church in 1866 and the Greenwood church in 1867 .

The officers of the association elected in 1878 were : Mod

erator, Rev. M. Barker, Friendship ; clerk , corresponding

secretary and librarian, G. E. Weeks, Belmont ; treasurer,

Deacon A. Smith, Wellsville. The following names of

churches and pastors were given in the minutes of that year

as constituting the association :

Allen and Belfast, D. P. Lappeus ; Almond, C. Smith ;

Andover, J. J. White ; Belmont and Angelica, G. E. Weeks ;

Anin Creek, N. Hart ; Call Hill, J. W. Babcock ; Clarksville,

P. A. Meade ; Cuba, V. A. Sage ; Friendship, M. Barker ;

Hartsville, C. K. Bunnel ; Hume, T. T. Horton ; Richburg,

O. B. Read ; Wellsville , A. Coit ; West Almond, U. Spicer ;

Whitesville , I. E. Howd .

The places where the annual meetings of the association

have been held , and the names of the moderators of the

same, ai follows :

Friendship - 1858, Rev. E. J. Scott ; 1864, Prof. J. Hen

drick ; 1871 , Rev. J. R. Merriman ; Andover -- 1859, Rev. A.

T. Cole ; 1865 , Rev. H. H. Stockton ; 1874, Rev. C. M.

Bruce ; Wellsville—1860, Rev. E. J. Scott ; 1866, Prof. J.

Hendrick ; 1875 , Hon. A. J. Wellman ; Cuba-1861 , Rev.

H. Robertson ; 1868, Rev. E. F. Crane ; 1876 , Rev. J. L.

Bennet ; Almond, 1862 , Prof. D. Ford ; Richburg — 1863,

Prof. J. Hendrick ; 1870, Rev. I. C. Seeley ; Belmont - 1867,

Rev. J. Trowbridge; 1877, Rev. J. L. Bennet ; Belfast, 1869,

Rev. W. Storrs ; Angelica, 1872 , Rev. F. F. Sherer ; Clarks

ville, 1873, Rev. A. Coit ; West Almond, 1878, Rev. M.

Barker.

the subjects assigned them . The place was to be the Wells

ville Baptist church , and the time April 25th , 26th and

27th, 1871 .

When the time came almost every person was present who

had a topic assigned , and the result was one of the most

interesting and profitable Sunday- school institutes held in

this section of country.

The institute was so satisfactory that it was unanimously

resolved to hold others in coming years and make the insti

tution permanent. The second was at Cuba, November

14-16, 1871 , Rev. Henry Mattice conductor; the third at

Rushford , May ist and 2nd , 1872 ; the fourth at Friendship,

July 14th and 15th , 1874, Rev. G. A. Peltz , of Newark,

N. J. , conductor , and Phillip Phillips , of New York, leader

of singing ; the fifth at Wellsville, October 26th and 27th ,

1875 , Rev. Dr. W. A. Niles , of Corning, conductor, when

the name Allegany County Sunday- School Association was

assumed ; the sixth at Andover, September 28th and 29th ,

1876, Rev. E. Bristol, of Brockport, N. Y. , conductor ;

the seventh at Cuba, November 13th and 14th , 1877 ,

conducted by Dr. Niles.

ALLEGANY COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY.

The date of the organization of the original county

medical society cannot now be definitely ascertained . The

following facts concerning it were furnished from memory ,

unassisted by any data, by Dr. Stephen Maxon, of Cuba.

The Allegany County Medical Society was in existence in

1827. Dr. Richard Charles was then president . Dr. Jonas

Wellman , of Friendship, was secretary. The following

were members : Dr. G. B. Champlain , Cuba ; Dr. Lorenzo

Dana, Friendship ; Dr. Jonas Wellman , Friendship ; Dr.

John T. Hyde, Amity ; Drs. Collins and Cady, Alfred ; Dr.

Stacy, Rushford; Dr. Pratt, Caneadea ; Dr. Gilmore , Nunda ;

Dr. Horatio Smith , Rushford ; Drs. Capron and Minard,

Pike ; Dr. Asa Lee Davidson , Friendship. Among those

who united with the society soon after the date mentioned

were Drs. Faucett and Gregg, Angelica ; Dr. Bell , Alfred ;

Dr. William Smith, Rushford ; Dr. Stephen Maxon. The

following served as president of the society at different

times : Dr. Enoch K. Maxon. Dr. Richard Charles, Dr. G.

B. Champlain , Dr. Lorenzo Dana, Dr. Stephen Maxon.

The present officers are Dr. Charles H. Saunders, of Belfast,

president ; Dr. W. W. Crandall, of Andover, vice- president ;

Dr. O. L. Barney, Shongo, secretary and treasurer ; Drs. A.

E. Willard , Friendship , J. S. Cutter, Bolivar, R. Y. Charles ,

Rushford , W. W. Crandall , Andover, and Randal Reed,

Wellsville, censors .

ALLEGANY COUNTY SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION.

ALLEGANY COUNTY TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATION.

In the year 1870 H. M. Sheerar, of Wellsville, was ap

pointed by the New York State Teachers ' Association

county secretary for Allegany county.

In the month of February , 1871 , Mr. Sheerar and Rev. A.

Coit, pastor of the First Baptist Church of Wellsville, talked

over the subject of having a Sunday-school institute in

Wellsville. Rev. E. W. Brown (Congregational) Rev. Mr.

Huntington (Methodist Episcopal) and the superintendents

of Wellsville were consulted, and but little encouragement

received .

So persistent were Messrs Coit and Sheerar, that a meet

ing was called at the Baptist church. In the meantime Mr.

Sheerar, the county secretary, wrote Mr. Edward Danforth ,

state secretary, for instructions. It was found that Rev.

Henry Mattice of Rockland county, N. Y. , could be had as

conductor. It was resolved to have an institute, and that

Mr. Mattice be the conductor. A committee on programme

was appointed . This committee arranged a programme,

selected subjects and persons to discuss them, and then

notified said persons of the time and place of meeting, and

The people of this county, like those of other regions,

have been awake to the importance of temperance reform,

and organizations of various kinds have existed the object

of which was to promote such reform. Many of these or

ganizations have had their day of usefulness, and given

place to others , which were the outgrowth of changing cir

cumstances. The latest of these is known as the Allegany

County Temperance Association. It was organized at

Wellsville , January 29th and 30th , 1879, by the following

citizens of the county :

Wellsville, Rev. A. Coit, Rev. F. W. Beecher, Rev. E. A.

Rice, L. D. Davis, William Coats, H. L. Jones, Julius
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Hoyt , M. Fuller, H. Alger, G. W. Harvey, I. Jones, Dr.

I. P. Truman. Belfast, Rev. D. P. Lappeus, J. B. Ford ,

Charles English , W. W. Byrns, R. W. Ford. Belmont, Rev.

J. D. Monroe, Mr. and Mrs. V. A. Willard. Alfred Centre,

Rev. Mr. and Mrs. N. V. Hull, R. A. Thomas . Alfred ,

Rev. A. H. Lewis, H. W. Green . Andover, Jason Hunt, D.

H. Bradly. Canaseraga, Henry Dore. Friendship, Rev.

M. Barker, William J. Todd. Clarksville, T. Mallory .

Little Genesee, Rev. M. S. Wardner, J. B. Crandall , R. A.

Langworthy, D. P. Bliss . Nile, Rev. W. R. Gillette. Rich

burg, Rev. J. Summerbell, E. S. Bliss, E. S. Richardson,

J. Fuller. Independence, Rev. J. Kenyon, J. Clark . Will

ing, H. O. Yale, A. B. Crandall . Scio, J. S. Flint, A. A.

Place, P. D. Henkley. West Genesee, I. T. Lewis. Cuba,

D. B. Sill, A. H. Miner. Riverside, Rev. A. W. Cum

mings, Prof. O. A. Cummings, G. T. Elwell , H. D. Tread

well , D. Sutton .

The object of the association is to use all legitimate

means to suppress the illegal traffic in intoxicating liquors

in this county , and to cultivate a public sentiment that

will tend to do away with the traffic and use of such

liquors as a beverage .

The first officers were : President , A. H. Lewis, Alfred

Centre ; vice - president, W. W. Byrns, Belfast ; treasurer,

Julius Hoyt, Wellsville ; corresponding secretary, V. A.

Willard , Belmont ; recording secretary, Rev. M. S. Ward

ner, Little Genesee ; executive committee, D. B. Sill,

Cuba, Rev. A. Coit , Wellsville , Jason Hunt, Andover.

1

tions, 170 members; Evangelical—2 organizations, 100 mem

bers ; Evangelical Lutheran-2 organizations, 56 members ;

Freewill Baptist- i organization ; Methodist Episcopal-33

organizations , 1,885 members ; Presbyterian—8 organiza

tions , 586 members ; Protestant Episcopal - 5 organizations,

362 members; Roman Catholic-8 organizations, 1,889

members ; Seventh- Day Baptists - 10 organizations , 1,337

members ; Union-2 organizations ; United Brethren in

Christ- I organization , 67 members ; United Methodist Free

Church-2 organizations , 60 members ; Wesleyan Methodist

-4 organizations, 84 members .

Agricultural. — The author of the History of the Holland

Purchase reported that in 1845 there were 75,457 acres

under cultivation in Allegany county, 19,859 head of neat cat

tle and 8,111 Cows ; and that in 1844 there were produced

in the county 251,781 bushels of wheat (mostly spring) , 7,008

of barley, 42,103 of corn , 173,473 of oats, 16,936 of buck

wheat, 16,799 of peas, and 212,206 of potatoes, 38,820

pounds of flax, 584,204 of butter and 310,935 of cheese.

The corresponding statistics for 1874 were as follows:

Number of farms of 1,000 acres and over, 7 ; 500 acres

and under 1,000, 40 ; 100 acres and under 500, 2,553 ; 50

acres and under 100, 1,793 ; 20 acres and under 50, 806 ; 10

and under 20, 194 ; 3 and under 10, 273 ; under three acres,

254 ; of all sizes , 5,950.

Number of acres improved , 374,332 ; woodland, 211,021 ;

cash value of farms. $ 19,298,236 ; of buildings other than

dwellings , $2,449,545 ; of stock , $3,423,288 ; of tools and

implements, $889,227 ; bushels of barley produced in 1874,

27,683 ; buckwheat, 126,358 ; Indian corn , 172,630 ; oats,

950,747 ; rye, 6,791 ; Spring wheat , 30,986 ; Winter wheat,

95,679 ; beans , 5,828 ; peas , 24,569 ; potatoes, 617,366 ;

pounds of hops, 7,490 ; of grapes, 7,959 ; of butter, made in

families , 1,587,581 ; of wool , 184,393 ; number of apple trees,

366,955 ; tons of hay, 121,895 ; pounds of cheese, made in

families , 79,537 ; number of cheese and butter factories, 65 ;

capital invested , $158,183 ; wages paid, $ 42,824; average

number of cows , 19,444 ; of patrons, 11,898 ; pounds of

milk used in the season , 67,316,269 ; used in making cheese,

63,607,082 ; cheese made, 6,463,169 ; pounds of milk used

for butter and skim cheese, 3,709,187 ; pounds of butter

made, 40,924 ; pounds of skim-milk cheese made, 264,448.

"

STATISTICS.

CHAPTER XXI.

Population . — The population of Allegany county at the

several censuses since its organization has been as follows :

In 1810, 1,942 ; 1814 , 3,834 ; 1820 , 9,330 ; 1825 , 18,164 ;

1830 , 26,276 ; 1835. 35,214 ; 1840, 40,975 ; 1845 , 40,084 ;

1850, 37,808 ; 1855 , 42,910 ; 1860, 41,881 ; 1865 , 40,285 ;

1870, 40,814 ; 1875 , 41,681 .

It will be seen that between 1810 and 1814, and between

1820 and 1825 , the population almost exactly doubled , while

between 1814 and 1820 the increase was in a still greater

ratio ; the censuses of 1830-40 show increase in a reduced

and diminishing ratio, and in the next ten years there is a

falling off of over 3,000 ; the maximum is reached in 1855 ,

and in the next fifteen years there is a reduction of some

2,000 . The census of 1875 shows a recovery to have set in .

The increase ( 867 ) reported in that year was distributed as

follows :

Rate of increase per cent. of the aggregate population ,

2.12 ; rate of increase per cent . of the white population ,

2.06 ; rate of increase per cent . of the colored population ,

9.17 ; rate of increase per cent of the native population,

2.57 ; rate of increase per cent of the foreign population ,

2.54.

The population of the county was classified in the census

of 1875 as follows : Native, 38,225 ; foreign , 3,456 ; white,

41,300 ; colored , 381 ; voters , 11,582 ; of military age,

7,484 ; of school age , 11,596 ; aliens, 605 ; landowners, 7,659 ;

illiterates, 325 .

Religious. — Figures showing the relative strength of relig

ious denominations in Allegany county were furnished by

the census of 1875 as follows :

Baptist—16 organizations, 1,460 members ; Campbellite

I organization , 100 members ; Congregational-5 organiza.

THE OUTBREAK OF THE GREAT REBELLION-UPRISING OF

THE LOYAL MASSES IN ALLEGANY COUNTY.

1

CTIVE military operations, as comprehended in

the single word " war, " have unfortunately been

the essence of history from the earliest times.

No nation has escaped participation in these

great tragedies. Some, like our own, have been

born amid the carnage ; others have for centuries

embroidered the historic tapestry with battle scenes

and great warriors ; and still more have battled away exist

ence and found annihilation on gory fields.

The stately monuments in national cemeteries, and the
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thousands of solitary and unnoticed hillocks beneath which

rest the remains of armies of heroes who poured out their

life-blood to save their country, proclaim the cost at which

the great rebellion which threatened the national life was

subdued. This war, with all its vast and incalculable sacri

fices and losses, was a lesson too sad to be readily forgotten .

If forgotten , then experience is indeed worthless , and his

tory repeats itself in errors only because a stolid world re

fuses to learn from the past . To future generations this

lesson must be handed down in history.

The memorable political canvass of 1860 being over, the

people of this State , in their usual patriotic spirit , accepted

the result . In Southern States, however, leading men at once

sought to make practical their favorite theories of secession .

As an early step, three days after the election a United

States Senator from South Carolina resigned his seat . Six

weeks later the same State passed an ordinance of secession .

A week later Major Anderson, in command of Charleston

harbor, was constrained to transfer the garrison of Fort

Moultrie to Fort Sumter, and two days after this the vacated

fort was seized by the rebellious State. Thus closed the

year 1860.

The year 1861 opened inauspiciously for peace . The

South was stimulated to violence by ambitious men, while

the North grew calmer and more determined in loyalty as

dangers thickened . Events fast hastened our country to

the threshold of the great conflict which renders this century

memorable among the ages .

On Friday, the 12th of April , 1861 , the civil war was in

augurated . The contest was begun by the batteries in

Charleston harbor opening fire on the walls of Fort Sumter.

At half- past one o'clock on Saturday, the 13th , the curtain

fell upon the first act of the tragedy. The gallant Ander

son, after submitting to a continuous fire for over thirty

hours , during which time the United States feet in the of.

fing made no offer of aid or interference, was forced to haul

down his flag. The American ensign had been assailed and

dragged down by traitors, and where it had waved proudly

over a national stronghold , the banner of rebellion was float

ing , and its supporters boasting that it would shortly float

over the federal Capitol . Nothing was left the loyal ones but

to sustain the government with vigor.

The opening of the Rebellion found the country in an

unprepared condition . A large permanent army being

justly considered the most formidable menace to the liber

ties of the people, the regular forces of the United States

had always been limited to the absolute necessities of frontier

and garrison duty . The army had, indeed , been reduced

far below the actual needs of the service, and such reduction

was received with a complacency astonishing to the mon

archist, whose ideas of empire are ever inseparably con

nected with large armies . But as the people were the gov

ernment, so were they the real army, and there were hap

pily enough citizens who were ready to defend their homes,

their kin and their country .

Under the existing state of affairs an extra session of

Congress was held , and the President issued a proclamation

calling forth " the militia of the several States of the Union,

to the aggregate number of 75,000, in order to suppress

combinations, and to cause the laws to be duly executed."

New York was among the first States to respond to the

call of the Government. The assault upon Fort Sumter was

not wholly a surprise. Indeed , thoughtful men had been

alive to the coming storm . Even the gathering of the Peace

Congress in February, 1861 , to which New York State, at

no little sacrifice of feeling, sent a number of its most emi

nent men , was a note of preparation , and left little room for

doubt. The news of the bombardment of Fort Sumter,

however, came upon our people and the State Legislature

then fortunately in session beyond its usual term - as an

event too sad for full belief. But the sudden intelligence

was followed by prompt and efficient action in every

quarter.

The emergency was so great that minute men were neces

sary to save the national capital from capture, and well was

it that even a little of the genuine fire of military spirit had

been kept alive . A few of our militia regiments responded

to the pressing call , and with an alacrity that stands to their

perpetual credit .

But generally militia organizations were few , and , with the

exception of some fine uniformed regiments, were deficient

in discipline and equipments . Men were plenty in all their

strength and patriotism , but beyond their native bravery and

the national characteristic of self- assertion they were lack

ing in essentials for attack or defense.

In the rural districts an efficient organization could not

be preserved , and even in our cities the full number of men

could not be reported in regiments. That sound and com

plete thousand afterward so often marched on the way to

real battle, to return with many a sad vacancy in its roll ,

that noble regimental complement had no real existence

before the war. Patriotism supplied the deficiency. The

officer drew his sabre and the private shouldered his musket .

From the Hudson to the lakes a martial tide swelled and

rolled to the front of battle. Parents gave their sons, wives

their husbands, to the cause, and others flung their worldly

wealth upon the common altar.

Upon the fall of Fort Sumter the people of this county

were unanimous that the nation should be preserved and its

power felt and respected. At this distance of time owe can

scarcely realize the deep and earnest feeling then prevailing ;

public meetings were held in all sections of the county, vol

unteers responded to the call for troops, and money was

paid liberally and cheerfully to promote the cause.

Three companies were organized in the county-at An

gelica , Cuba and Scio . The first was Company I , 27th

regiment, under Captain C. C. Gardner, who was efficient in

procuring its organization and early departure for the front,

and was afterward major of the regiment . This regiment

participated in the first battle of Bull Run . Eugene Ferrin ,

a member of Company I , a young man of great promise,

was killed in this engagement , being the first living sacrifice

offered by Allegany in the war . Several from the same

company were taken prisoners and confined for a long time

in the Libby prison .

The company from Cuba was under Captain Loyden, and

entered the 23d regiment, known as “ Southern Tier Rifles . "

These two companies left the county in May, 1861 , for

Elmira, and soon after went to Washington. The company

at Scio was unable to get into the regiments organized by

the State authorities, and went into General Sickles's Excel

sior Brigade and performed very efficient service. The

citizens paid from two to three thousand dollars to organize

and send forward these companies.
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So fearful were many that they would not succeed in hav

ing a chance in the contest , that a special messenger was

sent to Albany to get Company I of the 27th regiment ac

cepted under the State auspices for two years. Though but

three companies were organized before the first battle of

Bull Run, many enlisted from the county in neighboring

counties.

CHAPTER XXII .

ALLEGANY'S FIRST CONTRIBUTION TO THE UNION ARMIES

THE 230 VOLUNTEER INFANTRY.

HIS regiment was organized at Elmira on the 16th

of May, 1861. It was composed of Company

B, recruited at Cuba, Allegany county, and

commanded by Captain M. M. Loyden ; three

companies from Steuben , two each from Tioga

and Chemung; one from Cortland and one from

Schuyler. The regiment was accepted and numbered

May 16th , and the election of the following field officers,

confirmed : Henry C. Hoffman, of Elmira, colonel ; N. M.

Craine, lieutenant - colonel ; William M. Gregg, major. On

the same day the 23d was directed to be mustered into the

service of the United States. It was mustered in on the

2nd of July , with date from the 16th of May. It was

armed with altered United States percussion muskets

June 25th (subsequently changed for long Enfield muskets),

and furnished with tents, uniforms, camp equipage, etc. The

expenditure by the State on account of the regiment up to

the 15th of August , 1861 , was $44,409.34 , exclusive of sub

sistence and quarters.

The regiment left the State on the 5th of July for Wash

ington , via Harrisburg and Baltimore. It arrived in Wash

ington on the 7th and encamped on Meridian Hill , two

miles north of the city. While here (July 17th ) it received

a stand of colors from the ladies of Elmira , presented in

public ceremonies by Hon . A. S. Diven .

On the 23d it crossed into Virginia and camped at Fort

Runyon, where it remained until the 5th of August , when

it removed to Arlington Heights and established a line of

pickets from Hunter's Chapel to near Bull's Cross Roads.

In the primary organization of the Army of the Potomac

(August 4th) this regiment was assigned to Hunter's brigade,

but immediately transferred to General Sedgwick's, and

from the latter to General Keyes's . It was not until the

15th of October that a permanent assignment was made, at

which time the regiment was assigned to General Wads

worth's brigade of General McDowell's division , in which it

remained until March , 1862 .

The regiment remained at Arlington Heights until the

28th of September. While on a reconnoisance toward Fall

Church , on the 14th of August, it had a skirmish with the

enemy, and on the 27th had quite a formidable engagement

with the rebel pickets . On the 28th of September it moved

on the reconnoisance to Upton's Hill . The fortifications

thrown up by the enemy were found abandoned , and were

immediately occupied by our forces , and a permanent camp

established . Here the regiment remained during the winter

of 1861 and 1862 , and was engaged in picket and fatigue

duty, drilling and doing its part in many toilsome marches ,

excursions, foraging parties, scouting and reconnoisances in

the direction of the enemy, then in its front .

On the roth of March the 23d quitted its winter camp,

marched eighteen miles and camped two miles north of

Centreville. Here it remained until the 15th and then re

turned to Upton's Hill via Alexandria, twenty-seven miles.

On the 18th it moved to the vicinity of Bailey's Cross Roads

and bivouacked .

Meanwhile the Army of the Potomac had been re-organ

ized ( March 13th) , the 23d regiment becoming part of the

ist brigade , under General M. R. Patrick ; ist division , un

der General Rufus King, and ist corps, under General

McDowell.

On the 4th of April the regiment marched with its brigade

toward Bristow Station , and camped near Fairfax Court

house; moved to the south side of Bull Run on the 5th , and

reached Bristow Station on the 6th . Here it remained until

the 16th , exposed , in the meantime, to a severe storm of

snow, sleet and rain , which continued three days ; and here

it lost its first man killed , Joseph M. W. De Graff, who was

shot while injudiciously bantering with the patrol. On the

16th the 23d moved to Catlett's Station , and from thence, on

the 18th, to Falmouth , where it bivouacked on the afternoon

of the 19th . The enemy, that had hovered around the

front on this advance, here retreated across the river to

Fredericksburg and burned the bridge, shipping, cotton

warehouses, &c .

Pontoon bridges were soon thrown across, and parties of

infantry and cavalry visited Fredericksburg almost daily

until May 2nd, when the city was formally entered by Gen.

erals Patrick and King, accompanied by Company D of the

23d .

On the 7th of May the regiment crossed and had the

honor of raising the stars and stripes for the first time since

1860 over the town . General Patrick was appointed mili

tary governor of the city, and the 23d regiment was detailed

for guard and patrol . Colonel Hoffman established his

headquarters in a brick building near the railroad depot,

and the several companies were assigned to posts above and

below the town . A line of pickets was thus formed half a

mile out that completely hemmed in the city. The brigade

crossed a few days after and bivouacked along the flats on

Hazel Run . On the 18th a skirmish occurred on Bowling

Green road between a squadron of the enemy's cavalry and

a similar force of the Harris New York cavalry, and five

companies of the 23d were ordered with other regiments to

the support . The 23d was thrown forward to skirmish , and

advanced two miles, but did not discover the enemy in force.

A shot fired at General Patrick by one of the enemy's sharp

shooters missed him , but killed the horse of an orderly by

his side.

On the 25th of May the arsenal in the city was blown up

by some means unknown, and William March , of Company

A , was killed . On the afternoon of the same day a general

advance was made, General Patrick with three regiments

taking the telegraphic road and the 23d being sent up the

river two miles to guard the flank.

From this time forward for about two months the regi

ment was on the move most of the time, but in no engage

ment. On the 25th of July it moved with other troops on
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a three days ' reconnoisance toward Gordonville ; passed

through Fredericksburg and took the Wilderness road , cap

tured a rebel mail at Verdersville and halted on the 26th

within three miles of Orange Court-house . The
enemy

were found to be in force at the Court -house, and, the ob

ject of the reconnoisance being accomplished , the return

march was commenced.

On the 16th of August the regiment moved to the Cedar

Mountain battle field , and on the 19th started for Culpep

per, with instructions to reach , cross and hold the river at

Rappahannock Station .

On the 21st and 22nd the regiment was in a severe en

gagement at the ford above Rappahannock Station , but suf

fered little or no loss. The main object seems to have been

to prevent the enemy from crossing the river. It was ac

complished , and on the 23d the regiment set out for Warren

ton , and on the 24th moved toward Sulphur Springs, where

it engaged in a fight without loss . It next moved to Gaines

ville and acted as support in an engagement . Next at Ma

nassas Plains it encountered the enemy, and lost three men

prisoners and several wounded .

August 30th the regiment was again advancing, in the

third line of a division under command of General Hatch.

It moved forward to a thick wood , and here the skirmishers

commenced firing and the advance lines opened with ter

rific volleys of musketry. The final battle of Bull Run had

commenced in real earnest. The enemy's artillery opened

with shot and shell , and this with the musketry firing made

a storm of fire, while the 23d had no support from the ar

tillery, which was in rear of a piece of woods . Colonel

Crane, in his report of the services of the 23d in this en.

gagement, said : “ Thus the battle raged for about one and

one-half hours, until our front lines were broken and the

dead and wounded lay in heaps. The enemy lay behind

a railroad embankment, and so well protected that our men

charged in vain upon them, sometimes upon the ditch , and

fought hand to hand . Sykes's brigade of regulars on our

left was forced back, our two front lines were decimated

and broken, and our (Patrick's) brigade badly cut to

pieces."

From this scene of action the regiment proceeded to a

point near Chantilly, where it was said the enemy was about

making an attack . The 23d, 35th and 21st were placed in

an old rebel rifle pit to protect the line of battle. About

sunset the attack was made by the enemy, and the battle

lasted until about 9 o'clock, P. M. , when the enemy was re

pulsed.

The next day the regiment marched to Upton's Hill ,

where it remained four days . On the 7th it marched with

the army on the Maryland campaign ; it passed through

Washington, Leesboro , Lisbon , Monocacy and Frederick to

Middletown Valley , where it arrived on the 14th, in time for

the battle of South Mountain , in which it fired about twenty

rounds.

At Antietam, September 17th , the 23d was next engaged,

and lost 4 men killed and 35 wounded.

After the battle of Antietam the regiment camped near

Sharpsburg, where it remained until the eoth of October.

It ther broke camp again , and from that date forward until

December 11th was engaged in maneuvering.

Then came the attack on Fredericksburg. On the morn

ing of the 11th of December the regiment moved with the

brigade to which it was attached with the intention , as was

supposed, of crossing the Rappahannock . It marched nearly

two miles, when it halted and remained all that day and

night , owing to the difficulty and delay in laying the bridges .

That night the bridges were completed , and at early dawn

the regiment moved down to the northern bank of the river

at a point nearly two miles below Fredericksburg and near

the lower bridges , where it remained while the rest of Gen

eral Franklin's left grand division were crossing, and then

itself crossed and rendezvoused with other troops of the

ist division , near the residence of a Mr. Burnard . The

enemy now for the first time opened fire from a battery lo

cated on the hill opposite , the first shells sinking and burst

ing in the ground on the flank of the 23d regiment, wound

ing one man . The rebels threw twelve or fifteen shot and

shell with remarkably good aim , but did little damage.

On the night of the 12th the regiment lay behind stacked

arms all night . Early on the morning of the 13th skirmish

ing commenced , which soon developed into a general en

gagement with artillery and small arms . The 23d regiment

was moved in closely massed columns down the river under

a heavy artillery fire from the enemy's batteries, about two

miles , when the enemy were found in the front, well posted

in pine woods and protected by natural rifle pits . They

were soon dislodged by artillery, when the 23d regiment ad

vanced with the rest of the division to within a mile of

Massaponax creek . This position was held all day , amid

a most terrible artillery fire .

Toward evening the enemy concentrated a very hot artil

lery fire upon this regiment, with the evident intention of

turning its flank . The position was maintained , however,

and held without interruption , except an occasional sound

from the artillery and sharp picket-firing, until the night of

the 15th , when the 23d was withdrawn to the north side

of the Rappahannock . Two companies, G and B, were

left on the picket lines , not informed that the rest of the

regiment had retired . They retired in about an hour after

ward , and were the last to cross the bridge, it being broken

up immediately behind them. On the 17th the brigade to

which the 23d belonged moved down near the river-bank

and commenced erecting winter quarters, but it left there

on the 21st and went to Belle Plain ,camped ,and subsequent

ly erected winter cabins .

The regiment remained in its old corps until the 9th of

January, 1863, when the 21st, 23d, 35th , and both regiments

were transferred to the command of General Patrick and

organized into a provisional brigade, generally known as

“ Patrick's Provost Guard.” The 23d remained on

duty in this branch of the service until the advance of

April , under General Hooker, when with the other regi

ments of the brigade it was assigned to the defenses of

Aquia and points along the railroad, with the injunction

that they were to be surrendered under no circumstances

whatever. Its position here was as a garrison for forts

Nos. 1 , 2 and 3 , which were held until after the hattle of

Chancellorsville.

The regiment started homeward on the 11th of May, on

the U. S. mail steamer “ John Brooks, ” and from Washing

ton went via Baltimore, Harrisburg and Williamsport to

Elmira , where it arrived on the 13th , and was greeted with

a magnificent reception .

When the regiment left Elmira for the war, it numbered

1



IOO HISTORY OF ALLEGANY COUNTY, NEW YORK.

RECRUITS .

were dis

781 men . It afterward received 132 recruits . While in the

service 12 officers resigned, 175 enlisted men

charged , 32 died of disease, and 18 were killed or died of

wounds.

Allegany contributed the following named men to Com

pany B of this regiment:

OFFICERS.

Captain, Marshall M. Loyden , resigned Sept. 23 , 1861 ;

lieutenant, Lemuel K. Bradley ; ensign , William W. Cole,

promoted captain September 23 , 1861 ; first sergeant, Lu

cien B. Main , promoted second lieutenant Sept. 23 , 1861 ;

wounded at Bull Run Aug. 30 , 1862 ; sergeants - Leroy D.

Litchell , Joseph F. Barker, wounded at South Mountain

Sept. 4 , 1862 , reduced to the ranks Jan. 1 , 1863 ; Arthur A.

Coon, appointed color bearer April 27 , 1861 ; corporals

Ansel B. Roberts, Erastus W. Willard , promoted hospital

steward in Dec.,1861; Charles E. Coon, dschd for disability

Jan. 20, 1863 ; James M. Lewis ; drummer, John M. Mason,

dschd for disability Aug. 10 , 1861 ; fiter, William F. Mason,

dschd for disability Feb. 17 , 1862 .

Birney G. Bartle , enlisted Aug. 30, 1862 , for three years ;

Samuel F. Burdick, enlisted Aug. 28 , 1862 , for three years ;

Oscar M. Coats, enlisted Dec. 31 , 1861 ; Levi F. Compton,

enlisted Aug. 14 , 1862 , for three years ; Charles Foster, en

listed Aug. 30, 1862 , for three years ; Delazon A. Jordon ,

enlisted Aug. 27 , 1862 , for three years ; James M. Leo, en

listed Jan. 8 , 1861 , for balance of time, deserted Sept. 7 ,

1863 ; William L. Monagle, enlisted Dec. 31 , 1861 , for bal

ance of time, drowned in the Rappahannock May 10, 1862 ;

Emmit Merril , enlisted Aug. 29 , 1862 , for three years ;

Orrin P. Odell , enlisted Dec. 31 , 1861 , dschd for disability

June 17 , 1863 ; Edwin N. Preston , enlisted Dec. 31 , 1861 ,

for balance of time, claimed as a deserter from the 47th Pa.;

William Pendleton , enlisted Aug. 30, 1862 , for three years ;

Hendrick W. Shedd, enlisted Jan. 7. 1861 , for balance of

time ; Wilson G. Wilcox, enlisted Aug. 28 , 1862 , for three

years ; Henry Wallace, enlisted Aug. 29, 1862 , for three

years ; Edwin C. Bradley, enlisted Feb. 5 , 1862 , for bal

ance of time.

PRIVATES.

CHAPTER XXIII.

CAMP, FIELD AND MARCHING EXPERIENCES OF THE 27TH

VOLUNTEER INFANTRY .

Leonard F. Aldrich , Charles R. Aldrich , William C.

Appleby, dschd for disability Mch. 9 , 1863 ; Charles J. Allen ,

Judson Blakely , Stephen F. Bartle , appointed sergeant Aug.

1 , 1861 , promoted first sergeant Jan. 1 , 1862 : Alanson L.

Beebe , died April 20, 1862 ; Azel Buckley, Jerome B. Bige

low, Elias B. Coats, Charles Carr, Orlando F. Carmer, John

Coats , Alson L. Durkee, Addison Evans, John H. Eldredge,

appointed corporal Jan. 1 , 1862 , promoted sergeant Jan. 1 ,

1863 ; William S. Ebner ,Ambrose Foot, Cyrus P. Fuller, de

serted July 3 , 1861 ; Lyman P. Hotchkiss, Caleb A. Hotchkiss

Charles 0. Halliday, William W. Halliday, Charles T. Hyde,

William H. Hall , Orlo T. Kingsbury, appointed corporal

Aug. 1 , 1861 ; Otis Kingsbury, Edson H. Keller, dschd for dis

ability Aug.6,1862 ; Edward Kelly, Lewis M. Lamb, Frank M.

Lockwood, Randall Longcore, dschd for disability Dec. 29 ,

1862 ; Samuel F. McGee, died of dropsy of the heart Feb.

18 , 1862 ; Edgar P. Main , Alfonso L. Makee, Harvey

Makee , Martin M. Miner, dschd for disability Nov. 6 , 1861 ;

Henry S. Merrell , appointed corporal Jan. 1 , 1863 ; Charles

McOmber, killed in the battle of Fredericksburg Dec. 12 ,

1862 ; William Nichols, dschd for disability April 28 , 1862 ;

Harvey Norton , Frederick Osborne, William A. Odell ,

dschd for disability Mch . 9 , 1862 ; Joseph Otto, Joel S. Otto,

appointed corporal Jan. 1 , 1863 ; Stephen H. Peckham, ap

pointed corporal Aug. 1 , 1861 , dschd for disability Nov. 6,

1862 ; Samuel S. Randolph, appointed corporal Aug. 1 , 1861 ,

promoted sergeant Jan.1 , 1862 ; Eugene E. Snyder, appointed

corporal Aug. 1 , 1861 ; transferred to the regulars in Sept. ,

1862 ; Henry D. Sizer, Lewis Stickney, Byron Sturgess, Lu

cien B. Scott, appointed corporal Jan. 1 , 1862 ; Jefferson Scott ,

Rufus Scott , dschd in Sept., 1862, because promoted major of

130th N. Y.; Daniel Streeter, dschd for disability Aug. 6,

1862 ; Josiah B. Swartwood , appointed corporal Jan. 1 , 1863 ;

Morton Spencer, wounded in the arm at Fredericksburg Dec.

13 , 1862 ; Robert H. Tucker, dschd for disability Sept. 17 ,

1861 ; James W. Underhill, Harvey Vanhorn, dschd for dis

ability Nov. 15 , 1861 ; Chauncey Wells, Addison C. Walker ,

Marvin A. Nixon ,Stephen Wait , dschd for disability Dec. 19 ,

1861 .

HE 27th regiment of infantry was organized at

Elmira on the 21st of May, 1861. It was com

posed of companies recruited in Westchester,

Wayne, Broome, Monroe, Livingston , Wyoming

and Orleans counties. The companies were organ

ized into a regiment by General Van Valkenburgh,

and the following officers elected : Henry W. Slocum ,

colonel ; Joseph J. Chambers, lieutenant -colonel ; and Joseph

J. Bartlett, major.

The State Military Board on the 21st of May confirmed

this election , accepted the regiment and numbered it , and

directed Colonel Slocum to report to General Van Valken

burgh , and to hold his regiment in readiness to be mustered

into the service of the United States . Company I was mus

tered in July 9th , and the remaining companies and field

and staff officers on the both . The muster was for two

years from May 21st .

The regiment was supplied with uniforms, tents, etc. , and

left the State on the roth of July for Washington via Har

risburg and Baltimore . The total expenditure by the State

on account of the regiment up to the 15th of August, 1861 ,

was $38,617.75 , exclusive of subsistence and quarters .

On its arrival in Washington the 27th was quartered in

tents on Franklin Square. A movement against the enemy

was then under discussion , and Colonel Slocum and Major

Bartlett sought an interview with the War Department with a

view to have the regiment assigned to the field. In this re

quest they were gratified, and on the 17th of July it took up

the line of march from Washington as a part of the ist

brigade (Colonel Andrew Porter) of the 2nd division

(General Hunter ).

It reached Anandale on the evening of the 17th, Fairfax
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with its brigade upon the enemy at a charge on the right .

The enemy were driven up and over the mountain , and

the 27th regiment rested on its crest after an action of three

hours .

At Antietam , on the 17th , it supported batteries under

heavy fire of artillery all day . From Antietam the regiment

moved with its corps to Belle Plain , where it arrived on the

4th of December. In the movement on Fredericksburg it

was the first regiment that crossed the Rappahannock in the

left grand division , drove the enemy's skirmishers back from

the river, and was more or less under fire during the 13th ,

14th and 15th . It then went into camp and remained

until the “ mud march " of January, in which it partic

ipated .

In the movement under General Hooker in May the regi

ment was engaged in the capture of Mary's Heights, and it

was subsequently thrown to the front to skirmish , and cov.

ered the retreat of the 6th corps until it reached the fortifi

cations at Banks Ford . It then returned to Belle Plain ,

and thence to Elmira, where it was mustered out on the 31st

of May, 1863 . It numbered about 540 men and officers

when mustered . The several companies were received with

fitting marks of popular regard in their localities .

There were in Company I of the 27th regiment , which

was recruited at Perry, Wyoming county , the following

named men from Allegany county, as is shown by the

muster roll on file in the office of the clerk of Allegany

county :

OFFICERS.

Court -house on the 18th , and entered the battle of Bull

Run on the 21st . Its first encounter was with the 27th

Virginia, which fell back . It then met the 8th Georgia,

which fell back until reinforced , when the 27th was repulsed

and took refuge under a hill . It was soon ordered to charge

a battery stationed on a knoll , and moved to the work under

a heavy fire which soon told with fearful effect upon the

ranks of the regiment. Colonel Slocum was wounded , the

color guard was reduced from nine to two , and the move

ment was abandoned . Major Bartlett succeeded Colonel

Slocum . It was engaged in another encourter and finally

retired from the field and reached the road , where the con

fusion attending the retreat of the army broke it up , as was

the case with other regiments actively engaged in the battle .

Portions of the regiment reached Fort Corcoran about 9

o'clock on the 22nd, and at noon it was partially reorganized

and marched to Camp Anderson, Franklin Square . The

regiment remained in Washington until September, when it

was assigned to General Slocum's brigade (with the sixteenth

New York) of General Franklin's division and moved to the

site of Fort Lyon . It was engaged in the construction of

this fort during the fall of 1861 , and spent the winter in

Camp Franklin . Under the order of March 13th , 1862 ,

this regiment with its brigade and division was attached to

General McDowell's ( ist) corps. On the 16th of April

General Franklin's and General Smith's divisions were de

tached from McDowell's corps, and on the 7th of May were

organized as the 6th corps, under command of General

Franklin-General Slocum succeeding General Franklin in

the command of the division . This arrangement was not

subsequently changed during the term of service of the

27th regiment, although the officers in command were

changed, General Bartlett succeeding to the cominand of the

brigade, General Brooks to that of the division and General

Sedgwick to that of the corps.

The movements of the 27th were substantially those of

the 16th New York. It participated in the siege of York

town , and embarked with Franklin's division for West Point ,

where it landed on the 6th of May, skirmished with the en

emy and on the 7th supported batteries . It was engaged at

Gaines Mills on the 27th of June and lost heavily ; crossed

the Chickahominy at 3 P. M. , and went into action about 5

P. M. , on the extreme right of Porter's corps ; drove the en

emy from his position by a bayonet charge and captured a

large number of prisoners . It held its position until dark ,

when, after expending all its ammunition, it was ordered to

retire. On the 30th , at Charles City Cross Roads , it skir

mished and supported batteries ; and at Malvern Hill (July

ist) was sent early in the action to the right of the army to

prevent a flank movement by the enemy. During the entire

“ Seven Days ' " fight it was under fire every day. The reg

inient moved with its division from the Peninsula in August ,

and from thence to the second Bull Run battle, August 30th .

Here it was thrown to the front to check the advance of the

enemy and to cover the retreat of General Pope, but was

not particularly or heavily engaged . It followed the retreat

to Alexandria and went into camp at Fort Lyon . On the

6th of September the regiment crossed the Long Bridge and

marched through Washington to Tenallytown . It continued

on the march of the Maryland campaign , and reached South

Mountain on the 14th . Here it opened the fight at Cramp

ton's Gap as a skirmishing force, and subsequently advanced

Captain , Curtiss C. Gardiner ; lieutenant, Samuel M. Har

mon ; ensign , Charles D. Rice ; first sergeant; Davis C.

Hartshorn ; sergeants—Burton Freeman , Jonas G. Wellman

and Lewis. D. Button ; first corporal , Willis J. Kendall ; cor

porals—Isaac M. Hooper, Delos W. Cornell and Har

vey C. Snow ; musicians - Charles M. Burt and William

B. Kidder.

PRIVATES.

>

Texas Angel , Ira Ames, James O. Andrews, Romaine

Benjamin , Justin Bingham, Henry Burlingame, William B.

Bliss, Guy C. Burnham, jr . , Albert Babbitt, Stillman Cranston ,

Lebbeus B. Coon, Thomas Coller, Timothy C. Charles, David

D. Carpenter, Robert Carpenter, Henry D. Cilley, Alfred

Coats, Albert J. Dake, James Dunn, George L. Easterbrook ,

George W. Engle , Philander Ellithorpe , Eugene Ferrin ,

Ashley L. Franklin , Calvin B. Gillman , Christian Hornbury,

Christopher Heers, Enoch Hibbard, Stanley Hobert , Wilbur

Haver, John R. Heald, Henry Heirmeman, Henry D. Kid

der, Lester Lane, Henry Lewis, Clinton R. Lewis , William

McDonald, Allen A. McDonald, John McDonald, Darwin

Maltby , Charles Mapes, John Metcer , Judson S. Oliver ,

John Ogden, Lawrence Powers, Robert Rice , John Robin

son , David Smith , Alfred W. Spencer, William Seaver, An

gelica, was in nine battles ; Winfield Tufts, George L.

Utter, Everett Van Ostrand, Wellsville ; Jolin Van Gorger,

Nicholas H. Van Horn, Charles J. Wilson , George Waters,

Jacob D. Weaver, Aaron D. Wright, Joseph B. White, David

Wafler, jr. , Charles A. Woodruff, Ira C. Worthington, Daniel

G. Weymer.
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CHAPTER XXIV .

THREE YEARS' CAMPAIGNING TOWARD RICHMOND - THE

HISTORY OF THE 93D INFANTRY .

)

F the 93d regiment Company E was recruited

mainly from the towns of Amity, Scio , Belfast,

Caneadea, Wellsville and Independence, in

September, 1861 , and in charge of Andrew J.

McNett, left Belmont for Cortlandville the last of

September, when it joined the 76th regiment and was

mustered into it . On the nth day of October, 1861 ,

A. J. McNett was appointed captain , William H. Bradford

first lieutenant and John J. Sherwood second , but none of

the officers were yet mustered or commissioned , for the rea

son that the company was not up to the maximum . The

company was being rapidly filled up by recruiting parties

until some disturbance occurred between Captain McNett

and Nelson W. Greene. No regiment had finer prospects

until this disturbance, caused by the arrogance of Greene

toward his subordinates. It caused general discontent and

darkened the prospects of the organization .

While the regiment was at Cortlandville it was in ren

dezvous at Camp Campbell , on the fair grounds. It is

said that while at this camp a Lieutenant Mudge invented

and drove the first artesian well for the purpose of sup

plying the camp with pure water.

At this place the recruits were drilled by Colonel Car

michael, who was one of the most obliging and accom

plished officers in the organization .

The boys suffered much in this camp from measles,

mumps and home-sickness. At this time Captain McNett's

company was known as Company H instead of Company E,

and was generally called the " Allegany company."

ceived many tokens of kindness from the citizens of Cort

landville , and especially from the ladies , who kept the table

continually supplied with delicacies that camp fare did not

afford. About the last of summer the regiment was ordered

to Albany, and went into what was known as the brick bar.

racks in Lydia street . Here, at the request of Captain A.

J. McNett, Company E was transferred into the 93d regi

ment , and was filled by Lieutenant Warren's coming into it

with his recruits from Washington county ; he was appointed

to the position of second lieutenant . The organization

having been completed, the officers were commissioned and

mustered .

The company was composed of large , fine -looking men.

The seventy - second man in height was 5 feet 872 inches,

and the one hundred and eleventh man weighed 180 pounds .

In the company there was a man by the name of Van Cam

pen , with three sons, and the four measured twenty - five feet

in aggregate height . There were also three other brothers

that measured all together 18 feet 7 inches. The tallest man

was Ray Kenyon. The regiment was commanded by Col

onel John S. Crocker, from Washington county ; Benjamin

C. Butler was lieutenant -colonel ; A. L. Cassady was major.

While the company remained at Albany a thorough course

of discipline was entered upon by Captain McNett, and

from the first he showed the true soldier, always proficient

in his duties and untiring in his exertions .

The company, with the regiment, was ordered to New York

in February, 1862 , and was there quartered in the City Park

barracks a day or two . It was then ordered to the barracks

on Riker's Island , where it was armed with the Enfield rifle

and put under rigid discipline . In March the regiment was

ordered to Washington. It left the island on the steamer

" Atlas " and landed at South Amboy, from which point it

was conveyed to Washington by cars .

Here it drew its camp and garrison equipage, and

went into camp in view of the U. S. Capitol , at Camp

Shepard .

Here it remained a few days and then marched to Kal

orama Heights, where it encamped and was brigaded in

Palmer's brigade , Casey's division and Key's corps . From

this camp the company, with its brigade, was ordered with

the Army of the Potomac to the Peninsula campaign , early

in the spring of 1862 .

Marching to Alexandria, a distance of eleven miles, the

men went into bivouac in a lot outside the city for the night

A part of their covering before the night wore away was

about four inches of the “ beautiful snow .”

The next day they embarked on transports for Fortress

Monroe, arriving there on the ist of April, 1862 .

The following day the regiment marched to Newport

News and went into camp, called “ Camp A. J. McNett."

Here the men were kept continually at battalion drill , ex

cept when the rebel “ Merrimac ” would steam out, at which

juncture all drills ceased and the officers attentively watched

her. It finally occurred to the officers that the “ Merrimac"

came out every day to stop the drilling of the Union troops.

She finally steamed out one day and blew up, and after that

nothing but the shades of night seemed to satisfy the officers

in their untiring efforts for discipline.

The regiment broke camp in April, and marched to War

wick Court-house , where it again encamped . Here the

soldiers suffered from exposure, and the company lost by

death its first soldier.

The regiment took up its line of march again , and soon

came upon the fortifications of Yorktown, where a siege was

in progress . Here the 93d participated in its first battle.

It was in front of Yorktown that the regiment lost its colonel,

he being taken prisoner and afterward confined in Libby

prison at Richmond. After this the 93d was commanded by

Lieutenant - Colonel B. C. Butler.

At this camp Lieutenant Warren was taken with fever, by

which he was forced to resign , to return no more.

one of the very best officers in the regiment .

When the rebels evacuated Yorktown they were followed

closely , and the Union army engaged them at Williamsburg

on the 5th of May, 1862. The 93d regiment remained near

the village of Williamsburg for three days , which time was

consumed in procuring rations and burying the dead, and

caring for the wounded on both sides . From this time for

ward several days the regiment was on the march. It finally

encamped at Whitehouse Landing. Here four companies of

the regiment were detailed on duty at army headquarters un

der command of Captain A. J. McNett, and the six remaining

companies, including Company E, were detailed for duty at

Whitehouse Landing, which was the basis of supplies for

the Army of the Potomac.

While at this point Stuart's cavalry made a raid on the

six companies, coming in on the Peninsula. The attack was

It re

He was
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successfully resisted. While here Company E went on an

expedition up the river in a small steamboat, accompanied

by a gun -boat, destroyed many small boats along the river,

used by rebel spies, and captured some prisoners.

In the last of June orders were received to burn the sup

plies at the landing and embark to go down the river. The

sick and wounded were first placed on transports and seen

safely sailing away, and then the torch was applied. Mil

lions of dollars ' worth of property was burned. After all

had been done in the way of destruction that could be done ,

Company E marched on board the steamship “ North Amer

ica," and sailed down the Pamunkey, and the last thing that

was seen was the rebel cavalry coming down the hill about

two miles away . Just then the flames burst out from the

old White House. Some fearless soldier had skulked in and

fired the mansion , and it shared the fate of all the rest .

The 93d regiment was conveyed down to Fortress Mon

roe, and around to Harrison's Landing, where it landed in

time to take part in the last day's battle of the “ Seven

Days” fight.

After this battle Company E, with other companies of the

regiment , was detailed on duty at Harrison's Landing, on

the James river . One night in August , while encamped at

this place, the rebels came down on the opposite side of the

river and planted twenty cannon , and about midnight , when

the camp was still and no danger apprehended , and nothing

could be heard but the steady tramp of the sentinel , instan

taneously the twenty cannon discharged their contents

through the camp, knocking down Colonel Butler's tent,

also disturbing Captain A. J. McNett, who flanked an oak

tree, and tearing down five tents in Company E's quarters.

This had the effect of causing a general scattering to a point

a few rods back from the river.

On the ist of September the regiment was united again ,

and for a time was engaged in marching and countermarch

ing until the battle of Antietam . The day following the

battle Company E was detailed to go and pick up muskets

to arm recruits . They picked up six wagon loads of rifles

during the truce. This done, the regiment was detailed for

headquarter guard of the Army of the Potomac, where it

remained for a little time .

From the date at which it broke camp at this point until

the 9th of November, the regiment was on the move, and

each day furnished its usual quota of interesting incidents,

but no battles were fought in which it participated . On the

last named date, when at Warrenton, the regiment was

drawn up in line to escort General Ambrose E. Burnside

into camp, when he came to relieve General McClellan

and to assume command of the Army of the Potomac. It

next moved to Falmouth, and remained until the attack on

Fredericksburg, in which memorable battle it participated .

It then went into winter quarters .

In May, 1863 , the 93d regiment was at the Chancellors

ville battle under General Hooker. John J. Sherwood had

been mustered as second lieutenant of Company E, and

about this time Captain A. J. McNett was appointed colonel

of the 14th New York infantry, and Henry C. Newton , of

Company A, was promoted to fill the vacancy. He wasmus

tered as captain and took command of Company E. The

93d moved up the Rappahannock, and after a series of

manoeuvrings and weary marches arrived at Gettysburg in

time for the second day's engagement . This battle concluded

the important movements of the regiment in the campaign

of 1863. It went into winter quarters at Brandy Station , on

the farm of John Miner Botts. It had been in the advance

to Mine Run, and returned without a general engagement.

In December, 1863 , the regiment re - enlisted for three

years more . The re-organization was as follows in Company

E : Captain , H. C. Newton ; first lieutenant, William S.

Bramhall ; second lieutenant, John J. Sherwood ; first ser

geant, George H. Blackman .

The company returned to Albany, and the officers and

men received furloughs and leave of absence for thirty days,

during which time the company was recruited and many

fine men added . At the expiration of the furloughs, in

February, 1864, the regiment was back in its camp at Brandy

Station , where it remained until spring. In the spring the

93d regiment returned to its brigade ( 2nd brigade, General

Hayes commanding ; 3d division , General Barney command

ing ; and corps, General Hancock commanding).

On the 5th day of May the regiment relieved the 93d

Pennsylvania volunteers again , just two years having elapsed

since it relieved them at Williamsburg.

The present occasion was at the battle of the Wilderness.

The opening engagement was fought during the afternoon

of the 5th . That night after dark the regiment was drawn

up in line close in front of the Rebel pickets, ready for the

morning charge. The night was spent mostly by the men

in crawling out between the picket lines and bringing in the

wounded. As the first light of morning came the men were

called into line with as little noise as possible, and com

menced to advance in battle line. They descended a few

rods to a little stream , and then commenced to ascend a

moderate slope. As they pressed forward they could see

the earthworks , over the top of which could be seen the

muskets of the rebels. They went steadily forward until

within about two rods of the works, when the command

from the rebel commander rang out clear and distinct on

the morning air, “ Ready, aim , fire !" and the whole rebel

line rose up and fired a volley square into the advancing line.

The assailants wavered and fell back a few feet from the

concussion but instantly rallied and charged forward and over

the works before the rebels could reload . A short and sharp

hand - to - hand fight ensued , but the whole line was captured.

In this battle Company E numbered 67 men present at

roll - call and all officers were present . In killed and wounded

it lost 43 men and all the commissioned officers. Captain

H. C. Newton was wounded, and although he remained with

the company through the whole battle, at the close he was

obliged to go to the hospital .

First - Lieutenant Bramhall was wounded in the head ,

Second - Lieutenant J. J. Sherwood in the thigh , First

Sergeant Blackman in the arm and several other places ; his

arm was subsequently amputated from the effects of the

wound.

The 93d regiment marched to Spottsylvania and was in

the charge made by the 2nd corps on the 7th of May, and

also participated in the fight on the 12th . It then marched

with the army to North Anna river, and was engaged on

or about the 22nd . From there it went to and was engaged

n the battle of Cold Harbor, and then to what was called

the battle at the O'Hare House.

After this the company went with the 2nd corps to sup

port General Sheridan's cavalry . Crossing the James river
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George W. Sheely , Oramel ; James R. Sherman and Wal

ace Sanborn , Belmont ; Dennis Tehan, Belfast ; Elijah Van

Campen , Oramel ; William Van Campen, Belfast ; Harry

Van Campen and John Van Campen, Oramel ; John C. Van

Horn, Belmont ; James Q. Welch , Caneadea ; Lucius Ward ,

Belmont; Charles W. Wagoner, Oramel ; Thomas H. West,

Caneadea ; Griffin W. Wilson and Isaac P. Wheeler, Bel

mont ; Pru Way, Belvidere ; Israel Windus , Scio ; Charles

Wilson , Andover ; Sylvester Weaver, Belmont.

CHAPTER XXV.

FIRST IRAHISTORY OF THE 5TH NEW YORK CAVALRY OR

HARRIS GUARD .”

in support of General Butler, the regiment was in the battle

at Deep Bottom . It next took a position in the fortifica

tions in front of Petersburg near what was known as Fort

Hell , where it remained fighting over the earthworks until

about the ist of December, 1864, except at the time of the

explosion of the mine, when , with the 2nd corps, it was

ordered to support the charge of the colored troops on that

occasion . From about the ist of September to about the

ist of December, while in front of Petersburg, the regiment

was under fire from the rebels for ninety- two days in suc

cession .

About the first of December the regiment moved out of

.the fortifications, marched to Patrick Station , and encamped

for a few days. At this camp George H. Blackman, who

lost his right arm in the Wilderness, returned, and, having

been commissioned some time before, was mustered as an

officer and took command of the company .

Shortly after this the 93d went in what was called the

Weldon raid . In this raid there was much suffering from

the cold . In February, 1865, the regiment fought in the

battle of Hatcher's Run, and on March 25th again encount

ered the enemy. It subsequently shared the fortunes of the

Union troops under Sheridan until the surrender of Lee.

After the surrender the regiment marched back to Rich

mond, the city they had been fighting around so long. None

had ever seen it before, except a few who had been prison

ers . The 93d marched to Bailey's Cross Roads, about six

miles from Alexandria , finally taking part in the grand re

view of the army at Washington, and last of all in the tri

umphant march homeward . It was mustered out June 29th ,

1865. Company E contained the following men from Alle

gany county :

OFFICERS.

Captain , Andrew J. McNett, and first -lieutenant, William

H. Bradford , Belmont ; brevet captain , George H. Black

man , Scio, commissioned January 30th , 1865 .

PRIVATES.

Hugh P. Bennet , Belfast ; James Benton , Oramel ; Daniel

G. Blackman , Scio ; Hosea Buner, Belmont ; Horatio N.

Burr, Whitesville ; William J. Burr, Oramel ; Benson B.

Bacon , Caneadea ; William P. Beeby, Andover ; George

Balch , Scio ; James Chapman and Hiram Chapman, Bel

mont; Joel B. Curtis , Oramel; Alanson C. Clark , Belmont ;

Henry Clark, Scio ; Nelson C. Clark and Branch Chapman,

Belmont ; Stephen A. Davis, Andover ; Hiram Doty and

William A. Drogan , Belmont ; Romanzo Emery, David

Emery and Miles A. Emery, Oramel ; Reuben Franklin ,

Belmont ; Jackson A. Griffin (musician) and Gideon Howell ,

Oramel ; Harvey Holden , Belfast; Benjamin F. Hall , Ora

mel ; Louis Hulser, Andover ; Asa Hammond, Newell Judd,

Patrick Kearns, John Lockeby and George P. Mowery,

Belmont; William Moore , Belfast ; James Mitz and David

C. Mapes, Belmont ; Alfred L. Mapes and Henry McMan

aman, Belfast; Hugh McManaman, Belmont ; Timothy Ma

roney, Caneadea ; John P. Merrills, Belmont ; John Orcutt,

Belfast ; Rozel C. Phelps and Chauncy Peasly, Oramel ;

James K. Quinton, Belfast ; Andrew J. Riker and Joshua

Royce, Belmont ; Amos Rapalee, Andover ; Henry Rob .

bins , Belfast ; James M. Rawson and Chester Shelden , Ora

mel ; John J. Sherwood, Belfast ; John Sanders, Belmont ;

HE first battle of Bull Run clearly demonstrated

the importance of the cavalry arm of the service ,

and that the enemy's cavalry, including his no

torious Black Horse, was far superior to ours.

Fully aware of the deficiency, the authorities

went directly to work to reinforce this weak arm and

to invigorate it with new life and discipline. Re

cruiting officers at once appeared in every section of the

loyal North , whose calls were made for cavalrymen , who

would be expected to take the field against the proud chiv

alry whose success thus far had made them more defiant

and confident than before. On the 26th of July, 1861 , the

Secretary of War authorized Colonel Othniel De Forest , of

New York city , to raise a regiment of cavalry for field ser

vice . With earnest zeal the colonel began the work as

signed him, and by the last of September he had gathered on

Staten Island the nucleus of a fine cavalry brigade .

From this assemblage of recruits Colonel De Forest or

ganized the 5th New York cavalry, known as the “ First Ira

Harris Guard," in honor of Senator Ira Harris, of Albany,

under whose patronage the organization was commenced

and completed. New York city had contributed liberally of

men , though whole companies and parts of companies were

raised in Allegany, Essex , Wyoming, Tioga and Orange

counties. A few men were also obtained from the States of

Massachusetts, Connecticut and New Jersey, No bounties

were then paid to recruits, and a bounty of only one hun

dred dollars was promised to be paid by the United States

at the expiration of the term of service.

On the ist of October, on Staten Island, the field and

staff of the regiment were mustered into the service of the

United States for three years by Captain L. S. Larned, of

the United States Army. The muster took effect from that

date . The regiment was now quartered in common or “ A ”

tents, furnished by the United States, and the place where

the boys received their first lessons in discipline and drill

was called “ Camp Scott," after the old veteran who at that

time was closing his active military labors. The first and

second battalions received their horses during the month of

October, and began to be instructed in mounted drill .

October 31st the regiment was inspected for the first time,

by Lieutenant- Colonel D. B. Sackett , of the United States

Army. The last company had now been mustered in , and

the command stood with a strength of 1,064 men , besides
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the officers. On this day of inspection the regiment was

also mustered for pay, preparatory to receiving its first re

muneration from the government, which came on the 6th of

November. At that time the soldiers had not yet learned

to handle paper money, and the boys received their pay

wholly in gold and silver, though it was the last time they

were cumbered with the precious metals .

Monday, November 11th , was a memorable day for the

regiment, which was then presented with two beautiful

flags, one by the Common Council of the city of New York ,

and the other from the hands of Misses Kate Harris and

Mary F. Blake, the presentation speech being made by

Senator Harris.

November 18th the regiment took its departure from the

State, and reached Baltimore on the 19th . During their

stay here the third battalion drew horses and equipments,

and on the 25th the regiment made its first march, from

Baltimore to Annapolis. On the 28th it left this capital and

pitched its tents about three miles from the city, and named

the place Camp Harris. Here it spent the winter. The

last day of March, 1862 , it broke camp and prepared for

the realities of field service.

During the month of April it was almost constantly on

the move, but in no engagement . May 6th, about four miles

from Harrisonburg, the redoubtable rebel officer Colonel

Turner Ashby was encountered , and a sharp fight ensued .

Ashby had a force of picked cavalrymen, and the 5th had a

good opportunity to test its own metal for the first time.

The conflict cost the regiment one man killed , Asahel A.

Spencer ; William Mills, Company I , wounded and Sergeant

William H. Whitcomb taken prisoner. Whitcomb effected

his escape before leaving the field .

On the 12th quite a skirinish was had with the enemy at

Woodstock, by the 5th cavalry , and again on the the 21st

General Hatch , with about 150 of the regiment , made a suc

cessful attack on Ashby's forces, driving them many miles

and killing, wounding and capturing several without the

loss of a man .

Meantime Company H , which had been detached with

Brigadier - General Sullivan in the Luray valley during the

last of April , had fought many separate skirmishes with the

enemy, and it now rejoined the regiment .

May 23d General Banks was unexpectedly informed by

messengers of the 5th cavalry that a sudden attack had been

made by the great flanker Stonewall Jackson upon Colonel

Kenly's force at Front Royal . Companies B and D of the

5th were sent to Colonel Kenly during the afternoon , arriv

ing just as the rebels began to pour down the valley and

the hills upon the garrison . The cavalry were immediately

ordered to charge the enemy. They did so in a gallant

manner, but being greatly outnumbered, flanked and almost

Surrounded, they retired . In this charge the gallant young of

ficer Lieutenant Dwyer, of Company B, fell mortally wounded ,

and Captain A. H. White, of Company D, and Adjutant

Griffin fell into the enemy's hands.

With the valley cleared of the Union army, the rebels began

to throw their forces across the Blue Ridge to attack our

main army in front of Washington, leaving only a strong

picket line at the foot of the valley opposed to our army in

Maryland . The 5th regiment , which had been divided in

the retreat, now advanced from Harper's Ferry and from

Williamsport. The former column met the enemy at

Charlestown and drove them, and the latter advanced on

Martinsburg, drove the pickets through the town and cap

tured several prisoners, a wagon, muskets , ammunition and

an American flag.

They also recaptured several of the officers and men

lost at Front Royal , among them Adjutant Griffin . This

encouraging advance took place May 31st. On the 4th of

June the regiment advanced to Winchester, where its frag

ments were reunited. Companies B and D, however, which

had distinguished themselves at Front Royal , were detached

from the regiment to serve on a battery .

Nothing of note occurred until the 6th of July, when , at

Sperryville , a squad of rebel cavalry was encountered , and

again the regiment came off victors . July 8th the regiment

had a skirmish with the enemy at Culpepper Court- house,

driving them through the town and capturing fifteen

prisoners . On the 17th the 5th had a skirmish at Orange

Court-house ; left on the 18th and returned to Rapidan

Ford . While on picket at Barnett's Ford a large portion of

Company A was captured .

August and the regiment was in a brisk fight at Orange

Court -house, under General Crawford . When the town

was entered the streets were found deserted , and all was

still . Suddenly volley after volley broke the stillness and

proclaimed the presence of a heavy force of the enemy.

furious fight ensued in the narrow street , and the ground

was strewn with unhorsed men , whose heads displayed fear

ful gashes . Again the rebels were driven back , with a loss

of fifty prisoners, including a major, a chaplain and two

lieutenants.

On the oth was fought the memorable battle of Cedar

Mountain . Only a few of the 5th regiment engaged in this

battle, but one of these was killed . August 17th detach

ments of the 5th New York cavalry and ist Michigan, Col

onel Broadhead commanding, went to Louisa Court-house,

and captured General Stewart's adjutant-general and several

important despatches.

August 2oth the regiment advanced to Kelley's Ford and

took part in a general engagement , acting as support to a

battery which was exposed to a terrible fire. On the 24th

it participated in a severe engagement at Waterloo Bridge,

with little loss . On the 27th Companies I , K and L were

detached as orderlies and escort of General Heintzleman ;

the rest of the regiment was made escort of General Pope.

On the 28th Company M was detailed as escort to General

Banks, and the main body of the regiment marched to Bull

Run bridge and camped. August 29th commenced what

has generally been known as the second battle of Bull Run,

in which, as is generally known, the victory was won by

the enemy.

Gradually the Union forces fell back toward Washington.

The rebel army now moved into Maryland, and on the 17th

and 19th of September was fought the memorable battle of

Antietam . October 15th an expedition went out under Major

Hammond, and fought skirmishes at Leesburg, Upperville

and Thoroughfare Gap, ending with a running fight from

Haymarket to Warrenton, whither the rebels were driven.

On the 20th the regiment was ordered on picket at Chan

tilly , where it continued patrolling and picketing the coun

try until the 28th , when it went to Centreville, and next day

to Manassas Junction , and back to Chantilly.

The month of November was devoted to picketing and
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sequently the 5th shared the varying fortunes of the Army

of the Potomac until the close of the war.

In the history written by Mr. Boudrye are mentioned one

hundred and seventy - two distinct engagements or fights in

which the regiment participated . Of these one hundred and

nineteen were termed skirmishes.

The number of men in the regiment when it left for the

war was 1,064 . While in the service 5 officers were killed

or mortally wounded, 22 were seriously wounded , 19 were

captured, 4 died of disease , 10 were dismissed by court mar

tial, 5 discharged and 37 resigned . Seventy -five enlisted

men were killed or mortally wounded, 236 were seriously

wounded, 517 were captured , 114 died in rebel prisons and

90 died of disease . Only 167 of the original veterans re

mained when the regiment was mustered out July, 1865 .

The commanders of the regiment during its term of service

were Othniel De Forest, John Hammond and Amos H.

White.

Subjoined is a list of Allegany county men in the 5th

cavalry . Nearly all of them were enrolled in the last week

of August and early in September, 1861 .

COMPANY F.

OFFICERS.

scouting. November 29th an expedition, in command of

General Stahl, commenced a march into the Shenandoah

valley. The men of the 5th New York cavalry were com

manded by Captain Krom , of Company G. On arriving at

the Shenandoah river, at Snicker's Ferry, the rebels gave

annoyance by firing from houses beyond the river, but were

soon met face - to - face and defeated , with a loss of two lieu

tenants, thirty - two private soldiers, one stand of colors and

several wagons, one of them filled with tents and provisions.

The expedition returned on the 30th to Chantilly .

The campaign of 1862 had ended, and the two great ar

mies had constructed their winter quarters facing each

other along the line of the Rappahannock. The 5th regi

ment pitched its camp on a pine -covered knoll at German

town . The winter was spent in picketing and scouting,

trouble often being made by the noted Mosby guerillas.

March 23d Mosby gave the regiment a lively chase , doing

it serious injury. April 21st the regiment received a new

and beautiful flag, ordered by the city of New York. May

3d the 5th had another hand -to -hand fight with the Mosby

guerillas, and came off victorious , marching back to camp

with twenty - three prisoners, all of whom were wounded .

May 30th it had a sharp but short conflict with Mosby's men

again , and in the engagement captured a twelve- pound

howitzer.

June 28th General Pleasanton reviewed the division , and

reorganized the entire force. This regiment then became

a part of the 3d division of the cavalry corps of the Army

of the Potomac, with Kilpatrick in command, and was in

the ist brigade . On this day General Meade superseded.

General Hooker in command of the Army of the Potomac.

June 30th , while the regiment was at Hanover, Va . , it met

the rebel cavalry under General Stewart , and had a hand -to

hand conflict, in which it lost 9 men killed , 31 wounded , and a

few prisoners. The rebels were put to rout with heavy loss ,

In this engagement Adjutant Gall was killed .

To follow this gallant regiment through its various ma

noeuvers and conflicts from this time until the close of its

term of service would make a volume of history. Indeed,

there is now in possession of members of the regiment a his

tory of the 5th New York cavalry or ist Ira Harris Guard,

as written by Rev. Louis N. Boudrye, chaplain of the regi

ment. It is published in book form, and comprises upwards

of two hundred and fifty pages. It is but justice to the au

thor to state that the foregoing account was compiled from

his work .

Early in July the regiment was fighting Stuart's cavalry,

and won a series of victories. The most important engage

ment of the regiment in the campaign of 1863 was at Brandy

Station , October 11th .

The winter quarters of the regiment were at a point known

“ Devil's Leap."

February 28th, 1864, a detachment of the regiment accom

panied Colonel Ulric Dahlgren on his raid to Richmond,

the purpose of which was to release officers and men con

fined in rebel prisons there, and to destroy the mills, work

shops, materials, stores and government property of the

rebels in that city and vicinity , and the railroad communi .

cations . In this expec'ition fifteen of the regiment were

captured ; the rest returned March 12th .

This regiment opened the battle of the Wilderness May

5th, for which honor it paid dearly, for it lost heavily. Sub

First lieutenant, Levi Curtis, Oramel, promoted captain

July 1 , 1862 , resigned Jan. 22 , 1863 ; corporals, William H.

Parks , Oramel , and Walter C. Smith , Wellsville ; farrier ,

Addison D. Stiles , Caneadea ; blacksmith , William Ackley ,

Oramel .

PRIVATES.

John Brown and Peter Benson, Oramel ; John W. Closs

and Clarence M. Clough , Hume ; A. J. Griggs, Independ

ence, participated in twenty- seven engagements with the

enemy, including Gettysburg, Sheridan's battles , etc .; Donald

J. McWilliam, Oramel, veteran , wounded six times, receiv

ing three sabre cuts, promoted Q. M. sergeant ; William W.

Sowersby , Hume, veteran ; Daniel Wight, Centreville, vet

eran , taken prisoner June 29, 1864, at Ream's Station , died

in Salisbury, N. C. , in July, 1864 ; Marvin Wight, taken pris

oner ; Silas A. Young, Oramel.

COMPANY E.

OFFICERS.

as

Sergeants—Daniel B. Merriman , Richburgh, left the regi

ment March 29, 1864, on account of disability , promoted

second lieutenant May 28, 1862 , first lieutenant Feb. 7 , 1863 ;

John Rathbun, Belmont ; John S. Trowbridge, East Rush

ford , mortally wounded in June, 1863 , at Hanover, Pa. , died

in July 1863 , and sent home ; Samuel W. Sortore, Friendship ;

killed May 21 , 1864, at Mattapony River, buried on the

field ; corporals-Charles A. Morris, Cuba, wounded Aug.

2 , 1862 , at Orange Court-house , in the right arm ; Henry

Miner, Black Creek , taken prisoner ; Roswell A. Paddock,

Scio, wounded once ; Milton H. Bennett, Black Creek,

Malcom L. Nash, Cuba ; bugler, Cornelius W. Miner, Black

Creek.
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PRIVATES. erans, were mustered out, and the regiment, composed of

veterans and recruits, retained until June 27th , 1865 , when it

was mustered out in accordance with orders from the War

Department. In the report of the adjutant-general of the

State of New York , issued in 1868 , the 86th regiment is

mentioned as having borne an honorable part in the battles

of Bull Run (second) , Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Get

tysburg, Mine Run, Wilderness, Spottsylvania, North Anna,

Tolopotomoy, Cold Harbor, Petersburg, Deep Bottom and

Boynton Road .

The 86th was represented from Allegany county by pri

vate L. D. Lippincott , Almond, Company H, who enlisted

in 1863 , and was wounded in the leg at Hatcher's Run ;

private W. C. Chamberlain, Alma, Company B, and the fol

lowing named members of Company D :

OFFICERS.

Frank Fisk, Wellsville, died of disease ; Henry C. Brown

and Joseph O. Gallop, Cuba; Leonara Adams, Black Creek ;

Elias N. Andrews, Centreville ; Frank Austin , Cuba ; Royal

G. Austin , Belmont, taken prisoner; George R. Brown

and Eli P. Brown, Genesee, died of disease ; Frank Bronson ,

Wellsville ; Charles W. Beardsley, Rushford ; Rochester W.

Crawford , Belfast; William H. Davis , Belmont, wounded

once, veteran ; Lorenzo U. Davis, Wellsville; William J.

Elliott, Belmont; William A. Eaton, Rushford, veteran,

taken prisoner; Aaron Eaton, Rushford, veteran ; Sherman

Ford, Cuba, veteran, wounded once ; Gordon Gallop , Cuba ;

Adelbert E. Gould, Rushford ; Thomas J. Gordon, Belmont;

Jonathan Gleason , Belfast; Erastus W. Johnston , Caneadea ;

Sumner E. Kilmer, Rushford , veteran ; George W. Lamb,

Cuba, veteran ; Daniel W. Merriman , Richburgh ; John

Moran , Cuba, wounded once ; Charles McCullin , Rushford ,

veteran ; Charles A. Minor, Friendship, veteran ,wounded once,

killed accidentally; Andrew J. McElhenny, Black Creek,

veteran ; James K. Morgan, Friendship, veteran, wounded

once ; Edward Morris ; Charles M. Newton (veteran ,

wounded once) and Franklin Olmstead, Belmont; Newton

C. Rew, Friendship, wounded once, taken prisoner; Milton

D. Rew, Friendship, veteran , taken prisoner ; Alexander Z.

Robertson, Wellsville; Asahel A. Spencer, Cuba, killed

May 6, 1862 , at Harrisonburg, buried near New Market , the

first man in the regiment killed in action ; Hanford H.

Sortore, Belmont , veteran ; Elisha Sortore, Belmont ; Frank

S. Swart, Belmont, veteran ; John D. Sortore, Friendship ;

Edwin Thrall, Black Creek, taken prisoner ; Sylvester T.

Uptegrove, Rushford, veteran, wounded twice, taken pris

oner ; Walter Whipple, Black Creek ; Leonard M. Worthing

ton , East Rushford, taken prisoner .

First sergeant, John C. Vincent, Almond ; fourth , A. C.

Rogers, and fifth ,W.A. Rose, Alfred ; corporal, John A. Tra

vis, Alfred , wounded at Chancellorsville, dschd for disability

in 1864 ; corporal , Joseph C. McIntosh , Almond ; corporal,

Samuel S. Karr, was in the battles of Bull Run (second),

Fredericksburg and others, taken prisoner near Cold Har

bor in June , 1864, kept until April 22 , 1865 , in Libby prison ,

Castle Thunder and others, in 1865 captured a rebel ilag

belonging to the ist Georgia artillery ; musician , William W.

Slingerland , Almond ; musician , Henry L. Gerod , Alfred .

PRIVATES.

CHAPTER XXVI.

Gideon S. Allen , Almond ; Nathaniel Bennett, Burns;

Samuel Bole, Almond ; Nathan W. Burdick , Alfred ; Henry

H. Chamberlain , Almond ; James H. Cooper, Alfred ; John

Cottrell , Almond ; George Y. Emerson and Elisha P. Fenner,

Alfred ; Charles Hoagley, Almond ; James P. Holcomb,

Alfred ; David Lane , Almond ; Allamanzo Litchard and

Alexander L. Litchard , West Almond ; Jesse Loder, Alfred ;

Marion McHenry, Vavanes B. McHenry, Elmer D. Mc

Intosh, Elias Meeks, Ephraim Meeks and George W. Mitchell,

Almond ; Russell H. Palmiter, Alfred ; Henry Perry, Charles

L. Prior and William L. Quigley, Almond ; Charles Riley

and William T. Riley, Birdsall ; William H. Rogers, Alfred ;

Bradley Sanford , Burns ; Peter S. Spencer, Alfred ; Estes A.

Sturtevant, Calvin L. Stearnes and Charles E. Stewart,

Almond ; John W. Taylor, Allen ; Simpson Travis , Alfred ;

John M. Tenny and Milo Tucker, Almond ; John C.Vincent,

Almond, served three years ; Nathan H. Vincent , Almond ;

Paulding Vincent, Alfred ; Peter Van Vraken, Burns.

HISTORIES OF THE 86TH AND 64TH REGIMENTS OF NEW YORK

VOLUNTEER INFANTRY.

SIXTY-FOURTH REGIMENT.

HE 86th regiment of infantry was organized at

Elmira to serve three years. The companies

of which it was composed were raised princi

pally in the counties of Steuben , Chemung, and

Onondaga, but it included in its ranks upwards of

forty men from Allegany county . It was mustered

into the service of the United States from September

5th to November 25th, 1861 , and went out under command

of Benajah P. Bailey, who was commissioned colonel De

cember 4th, 1861 , and continued as such until June 12th ,

1863, when he was discharged, and Benjamin L. Higgins,

who entered the service as captain of a company, was com

missioned to fill the vacancy . Colonel Higgins was in turn

discharged June 25th, 1864. From this time until the expi

ration of its term of service the regiment was without a

colonel .

The regiment was recruited for a term of three years. On

the expiration of this term the original members, except vet

The 64th regiment was originally organized in Cattaraugus

county, under another numerical designation,in 1853. It was

organized as the 64th November 13th 1862. It contained two

companies from Allegany county-D, Captain Phillips Lake,

83 men, and G, Captain J. S. Pittinger, 83 men . Companies

A, B, C, F, I and K were from Cattaraugus county ; H and

E were from Tioga county . The regiment left Elmira for the

front December 10 th 1862 , and arrived at Washington on the

12th ,where the men were armed and equipped . January 7th,

1863,they marched to Alexandria and thence to Cloud's Mills,

where the regiment was assigned to General O. O. Howard's

brigade, of Richardson's division ; it participated in service
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at Manassas and Williamsburg, and was in the following

other engagements : Fair Oaks, the Seven Days ' fight, Fred

ericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg and the Wilderness .

It was mustered out of service July 14th , 1865 .

Company D was enrolled at Rushford, Companies G and

K and the band at Wellsville . The Allegany county men

are named in the following lists :

Henry Wheeler, Isaac Whittum , Edward Wheeler, James

White, James Woodcock, Daniel Weis, George P.

Wooden .

MINOR REPRESENTATIONS,

Company H. - Privates Martin White, Salmon Wright, jr.

Company 1. — Corporal Joseph B. Engle.

Company F. - Captain William B. Battin and private John

Bluestone .

Others.-- Drum -major, A. J. Lyons ; privates, Ralph L.

Benjamin and R. W. Benjamin.

The Band . - Leader, Louis H. Boss ; privates - Henry

Brandes, Jacob Robert , Christian Reineke, Robert Nickols,

Louis Schehuben , Pietre Thiobald , Wendal Thiobald, John

Thiobald .

COMPANY D.

-

CHAPTER XXVII.

SYNOPSIS OF THE HISTORY OF THE EIGHTY- FIFTH NEW YORK

VETERAN VOLUNTEERS.

Officers. — First sergeant , George P. Williams ; sergeants

Jefferson Osborn , Ezra W Kendall , Alfred H. Lewis and

Louis Tarbell ; corporals , Addison Burlingame, Adelbert

Carpenter, John W. Covell, Mirum M. Standish , Henry B.

Colburn , Daniel B. Day, Stephen S. Davis and Curtis L.

Watkins ; musicians-George W. Howe and Ralph Lewis ;

wagoner, Guy C. Lewis .

Privates.-Adelbert Adams, Alonzo Brown , James A.

Blackman , Andrew J. Banister, Daniel W. Blake, Henry

Chamberlain, Charles M. Crandall , Enoch M. W. Cheney,

Levi Carpenter, John L. Daball , Isaac Warren Evans, John

Edmonds, Osmon B. Gere , John Hicks , jr . , George W. Hap

good, Mortimer D. Hayford, Herman T. Hyde, Sylvester

Hall , Henry L. Hotchkiss, Nathaniel T. Hunt, George Hud

son , Charles Hudson, John C. Jewett, Cyrus A. Johnson,

Albert H. Johnson , David James, killed in battle at Chan

cellorsville ; Percival Kingsbury , James H. Kingsbury , Patrick

Leon , Joseph W. Mead, Alfred W. Morrison , John B. Mer

ril , Lyman B. Metcalf, Charles S. Morley , Charles Morse,

John Nichols , jr. , Franklin B. Osborn, David Prior, Elisha

Prior, Abram A. Peet, George T. Pelton , Howard W. Root,

Robert Roberts, John H. Roberts, Caleb C. Roberts, Owen

W. Roberts, Albert Rose, William M. Rhodes, Nelson D.

Sperry, Erastus W. Smith, Henry H. Scott, Dwight Scott ,

Benjamin S. Snyder, Edmond Stone, jr. , Loren N. Steven

son , Charles A. Vandusen , Leonard Van Alst, Augustus W.

Vaughan, Morris Williams, Roswell Wilmarth , jr. , Henry

Worthington , Welcome W. Winegar, George W. Woods,

Oliver C. Woods.

COMPANY G.

-

Officers. - Captain , Joshua S. Pittenger ; first sergeant,

James J. Messervey; sergeants—Pulaski V. Alton , Edwin E.

Annis and Judson A. Putnam ; corporals - Andrew J. Wor

den , Henry Scott , Joel W. Rodgers , James F. Caton, Traf

ton Oliver and Jackson E. Ellis ; wagoner, Martin E. Avery ;

inusicians, Horace Marshall and Sanford A. Beach .

Privates.-Christian Arnold , Jacob Arnold, Walter W.

Avery, Arthur M. Avery, Charles M. Burrall, James G. Bad

ger, George Burke, Edgar M. Bly, Cornelius Babcock,

George G. Brail , Charles H. Burns, James C. Bently, Salem

Chambers, Charles W. Coats, Alfred Crum, George W.

Chandler, Benjamin F. Crandall , Smith M. Demerer, George

Davies , Silas R. Davis , Orrin R. Frace , Seeley D. Greener ,

Sheldon G. Gunniss, Joseph Healy, Lewis S. Healy, Daniel

C. Huntoon , Jacob T. Johnston , John Johnston , William

Kimball , Frederick P. Leo , Simeon Meyers, James Mesler,

Thomas Manyan, William Meek, George W. Miller, Ripley

Mckeese, Rowland L. Ormsby, Cyrenus P. Ormsby, William

Ockerman, John J. Prindle , Orville Puffer, Charles Paulman ,

Josiah Rogers, Milton Ripinbark , James W. H. Rosell ,

Samuel S. Robinson , John A. Sanders, Addison Stern

berg, Oscar E. Shay, Harvey D. Tibbits, George Wright,

HE organization known as the 85th New York

volunteers was effected at Elmira , November

9th , 1861 , comprising at that time an aggregate

force of about nine hundred men.

The regiment was made up of men enlisted in the

counties of Allegany (6-10) , Cattaraugus (2-10) , Seneca

and Ontario ( 2-10 ).

Intelligent rural homes, the firesides of prosperous me

chanics, and in many instances those of professional men,

supplied the ranks of the 85th with as good material as ever

marched under the stars and stripes . None of the exigencies

of the war which induced men to enlist afterward existed at

this time. The regiment was composed of men whose hearts

were fired with patriotism , whose intelligence rendered them

capable of commanding or obeying commands. In the

ranks were graduates of colleges, both literary and medical ;

and scarcely one who was not an intelligent graduate from

the district school among his native hills .

Thus constituted, the regiment moved from its rendez

vous at Elmira the 3d of December, 1861 , reached its des

tination at Washington the morning of the 5th of the same

month and went into camp at Bladensburgh .

The night that followed—the first night on the “ tented

field "-will never be forgotten . Without even straw to make

the frozen ground tolerable, on one of the sharpest nights

of that latitude , the romance of the soldier's life was sud

denly interrupted by a cool reality . But the morning-who

can draw the picture of that first morning in camp, as

it presents itself through memory after long years of shifting

scenes !

December 19th camp was removed to Meridian Hill ; the

camp selected in this instance was appropriately named in

the diary of a certain soldier " Mud Camp." Notwithstand

ing all the efforts to beautify and immortalize the before

named camp, it was moved with joy rather than grief on

the 29th of January following, and located on the incline of

Meridian Hill , looking down upon the City of Washington

a beautiful camp without the aid of skill or genius in its

a
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arrangement . And here the winter went swiftly by, with

scarcely a ripple of excitement to disturb the even tenor of

camp life , except the expectation now and then of an order

to move with the Burnside or other expedition .

The 28th of March ensuing the campaigning work of

the regiment commenced in earnest. Trunks, boxes and

valises were packed and stored in government warehouses, for

the “ holiday trip to Richmond.” Full many of these were

never reclaimed ; their owners instead received a permanent

lease of a few feet of inhospitable southern soil . The com

mand moved the same day and camped in the vicinity of

Alexandria, Va.; every soldier of the regiment had a clearer

conception of campaigning after passing the first night there

upon beds of
mother earth ," softened to saturation with

water, and covered with a counterpane of snow six or eight

inches thick .

March 31st , with “ all aboard ,” and now an integral por

tion of the Army of the Potomac, the men moved down

the noble river, their destination , like their future, unknown.

Long will the soldiers of the Union recall the swelling emo

tions of pride and patriotism , when, as the crowded trans

ports swept past the home and tomb of the “ Father of his

Country ," just across on the other bank , from the ramparts

of Fort Washington, came the inspiring strains of “ Hail

Columbia , ” and before the last echoes had died away among

the wooded slopes of that revered spot, the answering notes

of the “ Star Spangled Banner arose from the band of

the 85th.

Landing at Fortress Monroe April 1st, the same evening

the regiment camped six miles from the fortress on the road

to Newport News. Here, in the swamp behind Newport

News, began the sad experience with deadly malaria which

contributed to make the Peninsular campaign, even more

than the terrific battles which drenched its soil with blood ,

more destructive to life than any other campaign of the war,

proportionate to the numbers engaged .

April 22nd the regiment took position near Lee's Mills,

and before the right of the rebel lines, which extended from

Yorktown to the James river . At no time or place did the

dread malarial influences of the Warwick and Chickahom

iny swamps so decimate with sickness and death . Few

but those who suffered or cared for the suffering, during the

month that the army lay before Yorktown , can appreciate

the extent of the sickness and privations among the soldiers.

This was more particularly true of that portion which com

posed the left of McClellan's army The base of operations

and the right of the army being upon York River, and the

left upon the James, it followed that all supplies for the left

must be transported across the Peninsula, and at this time

over roads that were well nigh impassible . The sick could

not be removed ; hospital tents had been left with other sick

at camps in the rear, and medical supplies were deficient.

“ Details " from the regiment were made, and log huts cov

ered with pine boughs were erected and hospitals improvised .

Cots for the sick were made of barrel staves, after the " hard

tack” and salt junk had been turned over to the men . The

wan features , the wasted forms of the fever- stricken , with

no bed but boards , no pillows but knapsacks , and no cover

ing but the army blanket, will haunt the memory of those

whose duty it was to administer to the sufferers, until the

latest hour of life .

When, on the 4th of May, little more than one month after

landing at Fortress Monroe, the 85th broke camp in pursuit

of the rebel forces in retreat from Yorktown , ninety - seven

men had been laid beneath the soil of the Peninsula , or were

languishing in hospitals. And yet another month of disease

and death and discouragements before decisive results be

gan-a month of unparalleled losses by disease, a month of

preparition by the enemy.

Late in the afternoon of the 13th of May the march was

resumed, reaching New Kent Court -house at two o'clock

next morning.

May 17th the whole left wing of the army moved to Balti

more Cross - roads, and on the 19th to Rossiter Cottage, seven

miles from the Cross - roads.

May 21st the Chickahominy was crossed, and camp made

four miles beyond, on the Richmond road . The 24th the

regiment was engaged in the reconnoisance beyond Savage

Station , the railroad bridge across the Chickahominy taken

possession of by a portion of the division , and the enemy

driven beyond “ Seven Pines." On the 25th the lines were

advanced two miles on the Williamsburg and Richmond road .

The regiment encamped at " Seven Pines” the 26th, two

miles in advance of the camp of the day before. And here ,

in the judgment of many military men , the battle of the

31st of May, known in history as " Fair Oaks,” should have

been fought. On the 29th camp was advanced half a mile

on the road to Richmond, and intrenchments began on the

battle - field of two days later . This change was made con

trary to the judgment of many military men , and particularly

of the general of division . In the mornings of the 29th

and 30th the picket line on the entire front of the division

was sharply engaged by the enemy, indicative of a determi .

nation to get a view of our lines, and assume the offensive.

In the attack on the pickets on the 30th young Sawyer, of

Company C, was mortally wounded. On the morning of

the 31st General Joseph Johnston's aid was made prisoner

in an attempt to investigate our lines, and after being brought

to headquarters was generously returned to his own lines,

with whatever information his observations of the situation

were able to secure.

At 11 A. M. General Casey was informed that the eneny

was advancing in force. At 12.30 P. M. a twelve -pound shell

from the enemy's line, with screech of fiend, plunged into

the midst of camp. Another and another in quick succes

sion , so close that old soldiers, and brave ones too, made a

sudden “ nod of recognition ! ” These were the signals for

the forward movement of the attacking columns of the Con

federate force. A few minutes later and the scattering fire

of the pickets, nearer and nearer, indicated the approach of

the rebel column.

Masses of Confederates soon poured from the wooded

ground along the Richmond road , and rapidly deployed right

and left to charge the Union lines . On the right, Spratt's

battery, supported by the first and second brigades of

Casey's division , opened with grape upon the advancing

lines of the enemy.

The roar of battalion firing quickly followed and the Con

federate line fell back ; a fresh line advanced to the support

of the wavering line of the enemy, and again they pressed

down upon Spratt and his supports .

Upon the right, and in front of the 85th and the 3d brigade,

which supported Bates's battery, the rebel line advanced

briskly to the charge. Steadily, unflinchingly, the charging
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The enemy

column came on , their line thinning rapidly . Again and

again the Confederate flag fell and was as quickly raised .

The third time it fell , and the rebel line hesitated , then

crouched low , but there was no refuge from the " sharp

practice " of the boys in blue; and then the wavering line of

the enemy charging Bates's battery went back , every step of

their way paved with killed and wounded—the sad wreck of

battles .

General Casey , in person , led successive charges upon the

advancing columns of the enemy on the right of the divis

ion , but they, continually reinforced, pushed the ist and

2nd brigades back , and Spratt lost one of his guns.

While the troops on the right continued the struggle,

though losing ground ; while the center and front, held by

the 85th and the other troops of the 3d brigade, had driven

the enemy back ; a flanking column of the enemy appeared

upon the extreme left, coming down the wooded stretch

where the headquarters of General Palmer were located .

Closed in column , then rapidly deploying upon the flank ,

they opened a deadly fire upon the rear. After being nearly

surrounded by the enemy, and losing one - third of their

number, the division retreated to the second or Couch's line.

“ They would all have been prisoners of war had their re .

treat been delayed a few moments longer.”

Of less than five thousand men in this (Casey's) division ,

who went under fire before i o'clock P. M. , at 3 o'clock

P. M. 1,842 were killed , wounded or prisoners .

The dead rebels who strewed that portion of the battle

field covered by the division of which the 85th was a part ,

were eloquent, though speechless, witnesses of the stern and

protracted resistance of the Union soldiers.

declared in the Richmond papers of the next day that the

Union troops fought " desperately," and " stubbornly con

tested every inch of ground."

The soldiers of the division , as they gazed upon their

scanty ranks after the battle, heaved many a sigh and dropped

many a bitter tear. Seventy-two men of the 85th were

killed or wounded in the battle . In two months after land

ing at Fortress Monroe two hundred and twenty men of the

85th had been killed and wounded in battle , died in hospi

tal, or still languished there . All the baggage, even to the

shelter tents, fell into the hands of the enemy ; the line of

battle having been formed a few rods in front of the camps

occupied since the 29th .

Soon after the battle of Fair Oaks the regiment took

position at “ White Oak Swamp Ford," on the right bank of

the Chickahominy , constituting a part of the force com

manding the approaches to Richmond by the Charles

City road . Until about the 20th of June the condition of

the men was one of extreme destitution and suffering. They

were without tents or blankets, the sick without hospital

tents, and scantily supplied with medicines. The friendly

shade of the forest in which the regiment was encamped

afforded a grateful refuge from the noonday heats, but a

poor protection from the cool nights and drenching rains

which were not infrequent .

Until the 28th of June the regiment was engaged in re

connoisances beyond the ford in the direction of the Charles

City and Richmond road , and in making abattis and intrench

ing. On the 26th of June the enemy again assumed the

offensive by an attack on the right of McClellan's position

at Mechanicsville, with the evident intention of flanking

him . In this General Lee failed, the rapid and resolute

attacks upon our position being repuised with fearful car

nage. Learning, however, in the course of the night which

succeeded , that General Jackson was approaching with

heavy re -inforcements, General McClellan ordered a retreat

to Gaines Mills.

June 27th the rebels had concentrated their force upon

the new position at Gaines Mills . A terrific contest ensued

-the battle raged for hours ; again and again the efforts of

the rebels to carry our position failed , their exhausted and

shattered regiments when hurled back being replaced by

fresh ones. About sunset a final and desperate effort of

the enemy, with all their available forces, succeeded in carry

ing our intrenchments. The ensuing night the Union forces

were withdrawn to the right bank of the Chickahominy; and

General McClellan determined to avoid a pitched battle,

and move his forces by White Oak Swamp to the James

River. The corps of which the 85th was a part (Key's) was

ordered to move across the swamp in advance and hold the

roads , so as to cover the passage of the troops and baggage

trains.

Only those who have witnessed the movements of great

armies under disastrous circumstances can have any con

ception of the suffering and loss of this so -called " change

of base ” of McClellan's army. Vast quantities of muni

tions of war, provisions and supplies of all kinds , which had

been stored for the siege of Richmond, were destroyed .

Thousands of sick and wounded fell into the hands of the

enemy, and other thousands, whom the crowded ambu

lances could not receive, dragged their fever-stricken forms

or their crippled limbs along the line of march, amid mov

ing masses of infantry, cavalry and artillery. June 28th

and 29th the regiment was employed in covering the line of

movement referred to .

The rebel generals Magruder and Huger, with 25,000

men, were between our army and Richmond , moving down

upon our right flank ; Jackson pressed upon the left flank

with great vigor, being between McClellan's left and the

Chickahominy ; while Longstreet and A. P. Hill pursued

and attacked the rear. Desperate struggles between the

retiring Federal troops and the pursuing rebel forces ensued

upon flank and rear-marching by night , fighting by day

not with the results which cheer and inspire a way-worp and

decimated army, but always , however well the field had

been contested , falling back or moving onward in the line

of retreat.

July 1st the culminating struggle of the battles before

Richmond took place at Malvern Hill, resulting in one of

the most decided victories of the war. Desperation seemed

to characterize the assaults of the rebels upon our position ,

and coolness and intrepidity the style of the Union troops in

receiving them . Night closed upon the dreadful carnage ,

the rebel loss being greatly in excess of ours.

unreflecting soldier must have been conscious of a great

victory . The surprise was great then when , by order, the

retreat was continued , and the field so successfully won was

abandoned, leaving the dead and many of the wounded on

the field . The 85th constituted a portion of the force which

covered the retreat from Malvern Hill, and was one of the

regiments comprising the rear-guard which moved on the

evening of July 3d into the new position chosen by Gen

eral McClellan at Harrison's Landing. A small force of

The most
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the rebels followed the rear -guard within shelling distance

of the intrenchments, which had already become formidable

for defense, and one of the last shells thrown by the enemy

unhorsed the colonel of the 85th .

The ensuing six weeks the regiment was engaged in in

trenching or fatiguing drills , notwithstanding the daily ex

posure to almost tropical heats . August 16th the regiment

broke camp to retrace its steps down the Peninsula, on the

17th , crossing the Chickahominy on pontoons, at Barrett's

Ferry . August 24th the regiment resumed its march at

6 A , M. , and camped one mile from Fortress Monroe at

3 P. M. , having marched twenty- five miles in nine hours,

inclusive of rests and halt for dinner.

August 28th the regiment moved from its camp at the

fortress and located at Newport News . Key's corps was

left on the Peninsula, in part to cover the embarkation of

the troops at Yorktown and Newport News, and repel any

force of the rebels that might attempt to harass the retiring

Army of the Potomac.

Throughout the campaign on the Peninsula this corps

constituted the extreme left of the army, and was conse

quently farthest removed from the base of supplies on

the York and Pamunkey rivers . The roads during the

months of April and May were almost impassable between

the right and left of McClellan's army, rendered so by the

number of moving trains of baggage wagons, artillery, and

cavalry regiments, in connection with the drenching rains .

One of the results of this was an inadequate supply of

vegetables, and the consequent impairment of the health of

the men . Several well marked cases of scurvy occurred

during the latter part of June and the early part of July ;

and owing to prevailing scorbutic tendency, fevers and diar

rheas became much more frequent and fatal . The condition

of this corps in this respect undoubtedly contributed to its

selection for the duty to which it was assigned .

The health of the men while at Newport News was greatly

improved . The feeble and emaciated gained strength and

vigor ; the sallow-bronze , so characteristic of the men of the

Chickahominy, gave place to the freshness and glow of

health ; and the energy of other days showed itself in the

buoyancy of their spirits and proclivity to athletic sports .

October 6th the command was ordered to Suffolk , where

it went into camp the evening of the same day, half a mile

south of the town , on the Summerton road . For several

weeks after their arrival here the men were severely tasked

by work on the extensive fortifications then in progress ; by

camp, guard and picket duty ; and, not least , by the frequent

midnight marches to the Blackwater, in the vicinity of Frank

lin . The chief object of these harrassing night marches of

twenty - five miles seems to have been to threaten the com

munications of the rebels on the Richmond and Weldon

Railroad , and hold a considerable force of the enemy at

Franklin .

December 4th orders were received for the 85th , and the

other regiments composing Wessels's brigade , to move in

“ light marching order " at 4 o'clock the next morning.

It being understood that the expedition would involve much

exposure and fatigue, all sick and invalided men were left

in camp. December 5th the brigade moved in the direction

of North Carolina, amid a drenching rain which continued

throughout the day, camping for the night twenty - three miles

from Suffolk ; December 6th , passed through Gatesville,

N. C. , reaching the Chowan river the afternoon of the same

day.

December 7th the troops of Wessels's brigade, now added to

the effective force of fifteen thousand men under command

of Major- General J. G. Foster, marched in the direction of

Kingston and Goldsborough . The next day a small force

of the enemy was encountered and easily dispersed by the

9th New Jersey, under command of Colonel Heckman , a

brave and spirited officer, who won his star in this expedi

tion . At 2 P. M. of the 12th the advance of the rebels

was found posted at the crossing of the road over Deep

creek . An attack was quickly made, and the bridge carried ,

with the loss to the enemy of two pieces of artillery and

several killed and wounded .

Early the ensuing day the rebel troops, under command

of General N. G. Evans, were found strongly posted one

mile from Kingston , in defense of the bridge across the

Neuse. At 9 o'clock the scattering fire of the skirmishers ,

followed by the roar of battalion firing, showed the opposing

forces of the rebels and Federals warmly engaged . An hour

passed , and the firing continued so heavy and continuous

that it was evident it could not long continue. An officer

riding at a furious gallop from the wooded ground in which

the combatants were engaged to the position occupied by

General Wessels, exclaimed , " The right needs support ! the

men are lying like leaves on the ground , and the oth New

Jersey are falling back !” A portion of the brigade , includ

ing the 85th , was ordered to the support of the line en

gaged . Under cover of the woods the 85th , preceded by

two companies of skirmishers, engaged the rebels on their

extreme left. The center of the enemy's position had been

the principal point of attack , and it was there the Federal

troops sustained their greatest loss . The regiment advanced

to the charge, with a well directed volley at short rifle range,

and the left of the enemy gave way in much confusion ; at the

same moment the center of their line was carried , and the

battle became a rush for the bridge, at the Kingston end of

which the rebels still held a battery, which endeavored to

cover their retreat. Volley after volley was poured into the

retreating masses of the rebels.

The premature attempts to fire the bridge on the part of

the rebels, by means of considerable quantities of cotton

distributed on it , and barrels of pitch poured upon the cot

ton , cost them some lives and many prisoners . The loss of

the Union troops was about four hundred ; the 85th, owing

to its opportune and spirited attack on the flank of the rebel

line , suffered but little , losing but four men .

and brave Colonel Grey, of the 96th New York , fell at the

bridge, as he was gallantly leading his regiment to the

charge. The loss of the enemy is not accurately known,

but must have been considerable. Many of their killed and

wounded were left on the field, and several hundred prison .

ers taken . Five pieces of artillery and several hundred

stands of arms were among the trophies.

The next day the Union troops recrossed the Neuse, on

the bridge which had been saved only by the most heroic

efforts from the torches of the rebels, and then effectually

completed the destruction of the bridge.

December 16th the rebels were again found in considera

ble force at White Hall, on the road to Goldsborough , to

dispute the march to that place. The enemy fought under

cover of works thrown up on the opposite bank of the

The young
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Neuse, which at this place is quite narrow . The exposed

position of the road that the Union troops must pass, and

the numerous artillery which was concentrated on them,

rendered it necessary for our artillery to cover the passage

of the troops. Twenty pieces of artillery were brought

into service for the purpose, and played upon the position

of the enemy several hours. Our loss in killed and wound

ed was about 130. That of the rebels is not known .

The following day the vicinity of Goldsborough was

reached at 1 o'clock P. M. Under cover of the batteries

a heavy line of skirmishers was advanced to the bridge,

and sharply engaged the large rebel force upon the opposite

bank of the river.

Notwithstanding the utmost exertions oi the enemy to

protect and save the bridge, with their sharpshooters and ar.

tillery , the structure was fired, and before four o'clock fell

in . The cavalry had , hours before, begun the work of de

struction on the railroad leading to the bridge. Many miles

of the road were torn up, the ties burned , and rails destroyed

in the fires of the consuming ties.

Had the battle of Fredericksburg resulted - as was hoped

and expected in the defeat of Lee, and the march of Burn

side upon Richmond, the movement of Foster upon Golds

borough would have been attended with important and ben

eficial results to the Union cause.

Late in the afternoon of the same day the troops began

their march , reaching New Berlin the 21st. The regiment

continued at New Berlin during the remainder of the winter,

and the early part of spring, with little to relieve the monot

ony of camp life .

Marching orders were received by the regiment the

morning of April 8th , and at 2 P. M. the 85th , with thirteen

regiments of infantry , two batteries, comprising sixteen guns,

and four companies of cavalry, under command of General

Spinola, started to relieve and reinforce General Foster, who

was besieged at Little Washington ( situated at the head of

navigation on the Pamlico river) by a greatly superior rebel

force under A. P. Hill . At Blount's creek a small force of

rebels , with a section of artillery , interposed objections to

the further progress of General Spinola's command , and the

general very considerately hastened back to the protection

cf the fortifications at Newbern .

General Foster, thus disappointed in the expected succor

by his troops at Newbern , at daylight on the morning of

the 15th passed the rebel batteries on the river, in a small

steamer named the Escort,” with the loss only of the

pilot, who was killed at his post . The steamer received

twenty -seven shot from the batteries of the enemy.

Three days later the general appeared again on the scene,

with the 85th and several other regiments. But the rebel

besiegers did not wait to receive his compliments from the

rear ; but promptly and politely retired , as the following

card will show, which was posted conspicuously near the

location of their batteries at Redman's Point.

“ Yankees : We leave you , not because we can't take

Washington , but because it is not worth taking ; and besides,

the climate is not agreeable . A man should be amphibious

to inhabit it . We leave you a few busted guns, some stray

solid shot, and a man and a brother on the wharf, whom we

rescued from the waves, to which some fray among his equals

consigned him . But this tribute we pay you—you have

acted with much gallantry during the siege."

On the 25th of April the regiment returned to Newbern

by steamer, and occupied their former quarters until May

2nd, when the regiment embarked for Plymouth, N. C.

This town is located on the Roanoke river, some ten miles

from the point where it empties into Albemarle Sound. A

military force at Plymouth would necessarily command an

extensive and fertile portion of the State ; not only for many

miles up the river, which was navigable for our gunboats,

but from the facility with which expeditions could be sent

up other tributaries of the Sound, or descents made upon

the territory adjacent to it .

The afternoon of the ensuing day the regiment disem

barked at Plymouth and went into the quarters which , with

only an occasional interruption , it occupied until the

spring of 1864. The regiment was engaged during the ensuing

summer, fall and winter, in the fortifications in and around

the town ; in expeditions into the interior to seize or destroy

supplies intended for the enemy ; disperse or capture rebel

troops, and give protection and encouragement to friends of

the Union cause.

The troops at that time garrisoning Plymouth were the

85th New York, 1oist and 103d Pennsylvania and 16th

Connecticut . Subsequently the force was increased by the

addition of two companies of Massachusetts heavy artillery,

under Captain Sampson , and two companies of the 12th

cavalry . During the summer of 1863 Company I of the

85th was sent on detached duty at Roanoke Island .

Expeditions into the interior were frequent during the en

suing fall and winter, involving much fatigue and exposure

and resulting in the capture or destruction of a large amount

of stores and property designed for the benefit of the rebel

army and government .

Early in December Company A was sent to relieve Com

pany I on duty at Roanoke Island . At this time the com

pany numbered about fifty men , under Captain King, an ex

cellent officer, who, being the senior captain , had command

of the four companies stationed at Roanoke. The com

pany had been there but a few days when a detachment of

about half the company, under command of Lieutenant R.

M. Whitney, was ordered to Hereford on the Persimmon

river, to seize some contraband property and capture some

rebels belonging to the both North Carolina regiment, who

were reported as spending their nights in the town , the regi

inent being camped a few miles out . The detachment

reached its destination at daybreak , captured several rebel

soldiers, considerable supplies, lumber, &c . , which were

loaded on the steamer which had brought them to Hereford .

They lingered too long . Early in the evening, when about

to re - embark , they were attacked by a force of 100 rebels .

The steamer and launch were lying in mid - stream-there

was no other alternative but to fight or surrender. Men of

the 85th could do nothing less than fight . They were formed

in line and the word given—" Charge! ” The command was

obeyed with a cheer, and with such vigor as to push the

rebels through and out of the town . At this juncture the

remainder of the rebel regiment came to the relief of their

detachment, and it was the turn of the men of the 85th to

fall back . This was done in excellent order, a portion

of the detachment holding its ground, while another portion

fell back and took position to resist the advance of the enemy.

In the meantime the steamer had come in shore and the

detachment was safely re -embarked , with the loss of one
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was
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killed and six wounded, all of whom were brought off by

their comrades. The gallantry and judicious coolness of

Lieutenant Whitney in this affair were much appreciated by

Brigadier- General Wessels, as also by his fellow officers and

soldiers of the regiment.

A few days later the lieutenant again visited Hereford

with sixty men, and sent his compliments to Lieutenant

Colonel Yellerly , in command of the both North Carolina ,

with an invitation to give him another call while he was in

town , The invitation was not accepted .

There were frequent and exciting incidents that relieved

the monotony of camp life , of which the men gladly availed

themselves. Edenton, Elizabeth City, Windsor and many

other places were honored with visits from the troops at

Plymouth during the fall and winter of '63 and '64, and con

siderable commissary supplies and many prisoners captured .

An expedition was sent up the Roanoke to obtain news of

the state of progress of the iron -clad which it was under

stood the rebels were building at Weldon, on the Roanoke.

Early in March, 1864, it was ascertained beyond a doubt

that the rebel ram was nearly completed and receiving her

armament.

Tlie information was repeatedly communicated to general

headquarters at Newbern and Norfolk , and some co-opera

tion requested to meet the emergency. The commandant at

Plymouth was informed that he was needlessly alarmed .

Before the middle of April it was well understood that a

large land force would accompany the rebel ram , now known

as the “ Albemarle,” in its descent of the river. Accordingly

orders were issued assigning the position of the troops at the

works. The intrenchments surrounded the town , except

on the river side, where was only a water battery,” mount

ing a 100-pound swivel gun . In the center of the line of

fortifications, and south of the town , Fort Williams, a strong

earthwork, had been erected . Two detached works had

been thrown up a mile east of the town , one, Fort Wessels,

to cover the Jamesville road , the other, Fort Gray, on the

bank of the Roanoke, to command the river and prevent the

passage of the rebel ram . The rear of the town was pro

tected by four gunboats under command of Lieutenant-Com

mander Flusser, an energetic and recklessly brave officer,

The troops at Plymouth at this time consisted of the

85th New York volunteers , 16th Connecticut , 101st and 103d

Pennsylvania volunteers, two companies of the 12th New

York cavalry, not nearly full , the 24th New York light ar

tillery, two companies of Massachusetts heavy artillery, a few

detachments of North Carolina Union troops , and about

100 colored recruits, under command of Captain Leonard

Marvin, formerly of the 85th ; comprising an effective force

of 2,200 men.

About 4 o'clock P. M. of April 17th, a lovely Sabbath

day, our pickets were driven in , and shortly after the enemy

opened his batteries from the woods above Fort Grey,

planting several shells very neatly within our works. Skir

mishers were thrown out to check the advance of the rebels,

and the pickets were withdrawn to the skirmish line. The

troops now took their assigned position at the intrench

ments—the 101st Pennsylvania in the extreme left, 16th Con.

necticut and a part of the 103d Pennsylvania on the left

center, the other portion of the 103d being on the right of

the center (Fort Williams) . Companies C and D of the 85th

were on the right of the 103d Pennsylvania ; the 24th bat

tery next ; on the right of the battery, the colored troops,

and just across a small ravine which cut through the fortifi

cations at this point were Companies E, G and B of the

85th, holding the works to the water battery on the river.

Two companies of the 85th , under Captain Chapin , occupied

Fort Wessels, and Companies H and C, with 50 men of the

2nd Massachusetts heavy artillery, held Fort Grey, Captain

Brown , of Company H, 85th New York, commanding.

Colonel Faradella, of the 85th , commanded the right, from

Fort Williams to the river.

Late in the afternoon the steamer Massasoit

loaded with women and children and dispatched to Roanoke

Island. Early in the evening the enemy got their siege guns

and batteries into position and opened a furious fire upon

the devoted garrison . All night the rebels kept up the rain

of shot and shell . The camps and every destructible ob

ject in the town were speedily riddled with the missiles .

Fort Williams was silenced after a short time by the terrible

accuracy of the rebel fire.

Soon after fire was opened on Fort Grey the flagstaff was

shot away, the flag falling outside the fort. Two brave fel

lows of Company C rescued it, and again raised it to its

place, where it continued to flaunt defiance to the rebel foe

until after the surrender of Plymouth.

At 3 o'clock the next morning the sentinels on duty at the

fort reported an unusual movement in the rebel camps on

their front. Shortly after a line of dark objects, not fifteen

rods from the fort, was seen approaching — then the fierce

yell of a rebel charge quickly followed . One of the gun

ners was killed , and his comrades fled from their posts. Two

men of Company C volunteered to work the gun , and

bravely they did it , until the withering fire of the defenders

of the fort compelled the rebels to retire with great

loss .

The rebel land force which surrounded Plymouth con .

sisted of General Hokes division of three brigades , variously

estimated at from 12,000 to 15,000 men. A continued fire

was kept up by the rebel batteries during the entire day

Monday and the ensuing night. About 3 o'clock A. M.

Tuesday morning the rebel ram “ Albemarle ” was seen by

the garrison of Fort Grey. Either from cowardice or want

of good judgment, the officer in charge of the heavy artil

lery at the fort allowed the ram to begin to pass the obstruc

tions opposite the fort before he would order a shot to be fired.

The 100 -pound gun was then brought to bear , but was

loaded with shell , which shattered upon the side of the

Before another shot could be fired she had passed

the range of the gun . The " water battery,” mounting a

200-pound rifled gun , upon which much dependence had

been placed , was passed without a shot being fired .

And now, as the ram passed the water battery, the brave,

impetuous Captain Flusser prepared to fulfill his promise,

often made, “ I will sink the ram or sink myself.” With

the gunboat " Miami," his flag-ship , lashed to the " South

field ” with chain cables, each vessel having two 9-inch ri

fled guns forward , with steam up, he rushed straight for the

' Albemarle,” catching her between the two vessels . The

ram of the iron -clad struck the Southfield upon the star

board quarter, and pierced her deep below the water line .

Hand -grenades were thrown into the port . holes of the ram ,

to keep her men from the guns , and shots were fired with

disastrous effect.

a

ram .

66
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.

Still , though the “ Southfield ” was rapidly filling, the in

domitable Flusser kept all steam on .
The ram could not

disengage her iron prow from the hull of the “ Southfield ;"

in vain she sought to back away. The cry from the “ Albe

marle " was heard on the “ Southfield " : " She takes water

on the starboard ports." Still her enemy held her in what

seemed to be the embrace of death . Captain Flusser now

ordered a 9 -inch gun to be brought to bear on the “ Albe

marle." He was told it was loaded with percussion shell ,

which had been used in shelling the enemy during the night,

and that the plunging shot that must be fired to strike the

Albemarle " would inevitably be fatal to themselves. He

insisted , and the officer at the gun protested , when, leaping

from the quarter -deck , he seized the lanyard and fired . In

stantly the heroic but rash man fell , mortally wounded

by a fragment of the shell he had himself fired. Had he

fired that fatal shot to the winds, and given the “ Albemarle”

a solid shot ; or, had he not fired a gun , but trusted to the

hand -grenades to keep the enemy from their guns , in all

probability the defenders of Plymouth would have been

saved ; for the ram was rapidly sinking , carried down by the

weight of the “ Southfield ," which was fast going down.

That one shot consigned nearly 2,000 brave men to south

ern prisons , and not less than one - half of that number to

graves beneath the inhospitable soil of the South .

As soon as Captain Flusser's death was reported to the

cowardly Captain French, the second in command , he

sprang from the “ Southfield " to the deck of the “ Mi

ami," cut loose the lashings , ordered the engines reversed

and fled .

The ram, now relieved from the pressure of the engines of

the two vessels, backed away from its perilous position . The

master and ensign of the “ Southfield ,” with a number of

other brave men , refused to leave the sinking vessel when

ordered to do so by French , but took refuge, when the

water covered the gun deck , on the quarter deck , and with

the ship's howitzer did much damage by their shots through

the port -holes of the ram until she was free and beyond

range up the river. Those on the “ Southfield " escaped to

the shore.

While the battle was going on for possession of the river,

the enemy charged the works around the town with consid

erable spirit , but were driven back . At the same time a

heavy force attempted to carry Fort Wessels by assault . Ap

proaching under cover of a heavy fire from their batteries ,

the withering fire from the fort compelled them temporarily

to fall back . Again and again the rebel troops returned to

the charge. The troops in the fort made a splendid defense,

firing with coolness and effect. Greatly superior numbers

prevailed , and the fort was carried by a hand - to - hand con

test and the guns turned upon Plymouth . Captain Chapin

fell here, but not until he had proved himself bravest among

the brave .

The condition of the brave men in Plymouth was now ab

solutely hopeless. The “ Albemarle " had control of the

river, and now contributed her share to the danger and dis

comforts of their situation . The rebel troops had carried

Fort Wessels, and , under cover of a heavy fire of artillery

during Monday night , had established a line of sharpshooters

before the works of our troops .

The movements of the enemy indicated an intention to

make an assault ; and during Tuesday and the night follow

ing the garrison were in momentary expectation of it .

Death or a rebel prison was the alternative before them. Not

a murmur was heard , but a stern determination was evinced

to make the resistance as prolonged and desperate as possi

ble . Every demonstration was repulsed until break of day ,

Wednesday morning, when the characteristic " yell " of a

rebel charge was heard on the left , at the point where they

were covered by the guns of the Albemarle ." Right over

the works, held by the 101st Pennsylvania, they came, only

temporarily checked by the 16th Connecticut ; and the whole

rebel force was speedily in the center of the town.
An or

der was sent to Colonel Faradella to reinforce the left .

Adjutant J. O. Goodrich was intrusted with the execution

of the order. Leaping the breastworks, he gallantly crossed

the ravine and high ground beyond , to the right of the line,

the whole space being swept by the fire of the enemy, and

ordered Captain Langworthy, of Company E , to charge the

rebel force , now advancing through the town . This the

captain promptly attempted, but was met by overwhelming

numbers and forced back to the intrenchments.

The right, left and rear were now in possession of the

enemy. Fort Williams, the headquarters of General Wes

sels , was surrounded and cut off from communication with

the other portions of his command . A parallel had been

thrown up , to protect the rear of the troops from the fire of

the " Albemarle " ; and here, between the intrenchments and

the parallel , was Colonel Faradella , with a fragment of the

85th . In one corner of the enclosure a hasty council of

war was held, composed of Colonel Faradella , Major Cran

dall , Captain Starkweather, Adjutant Goodrich , Quarter

Master Bradley and Lieutenant Terwilliger.

The colonel proposed to charge out from the works upon

the rebels. Scarce one hundred men remained on the right

of Fort Williams that were not killed , wounded or prisoners .

Thousands of the rebels were in the town , and a vastly

superior force within one hundred feet of the place where

this council of war was deliberating. It was fortunately de.

termined that such an attempt was more than rashness - it

would have been madness .

In the meantime this remnant of the 85th was not idle ;

every rebel who showed himself was driven back or killed,

until the buildings within lange were so filled with the

enemy, that not a head could be raised without being the

mark of a sharpshooter. Then came a summons to sur

render. But before this was complied with the brave fel

lows tore from its staff the dear old flag that they had car

ried so long with credit through the clouds of battle, and

so many weary miles of the hostile South, tearing it

into fragments and concealing it upon their persons. Some

of these were preserved through a year of prison life , and

at the first reunion of the regiment, in September of 1878,

were reproduced , recalling to the brave survivors the many

scenes of danger and glory they had passed through .

The assault of the works commenced at daylight, and it

was 2 P. M. when the final surrender was made. Fort Grey

surrendered early in the afternoon of the same day.

The loss of our own force has been uncertainly estimated.

Adjutant Goodrich , whose opportunities were particularly

favorable to a correct estimate, limits the loss to 300, of this

number go being from the 85th . The rebel officers, after

the surrender, were particularly reticent when their loss was

referred to. From the best observations that could be

over
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made, and from their own papers, it is believed their loss

could not have been less than 1,800 to 2,000 — nearly or

quite equal to our whole force at Plymouth. Captain Coats

of Company H , a brave and reliable officer, then on the brig

ade staff, was wounded.

The morning of April 21st, 1864, the prisoners began their

march to the prison slaughter pens of the South , passing

through Goldsborough , Wilmington, Charleston, and thence

to Macon and Andersonville, where the officers and enlisted

men were separated . It was one of the brightest and most

lovely nights of the season ( April 30th) when the gates of that

charnel house of death at Andersonville closed upon the 85th

as prisoners.

Almost the entire regiment had but recently re - enlisted

for the war, and when the attack on Plymouth was made

were in daily expectation of their veteran furlough. How

those slow rolling yeurs had passed , with dreams of home

and friends ; and how the hearts of the brave men who had

been looking and longing for “ the home-coming time” sunk

within them when the walls of the grim stockade shut them

in , none but those who entered there could know.

The history of nine companies of the 85th New York vol

unteers, as soldiers, closed with the surrender at Plymouth.

As prisoners of war, their sufferings would be more diffi

cult to describe than the hardships and dangers of the camp

and battle field . No accurate list of the deaths at Anderson

ville is now accessible . It is believed that not less than

sixty per cent . of the 85th who entered there sleep their

last sleep in the soldier's cemetery at Andersonville.

a" 'Twas a harvest of horrors the Death Angel mowed

Let the curtain fall over the picture. ' Twere best

That our hearts and our histories tell us the rest."

quently became known, and was designated on the muster

rolls , as the 85th N. Y. volunteers. The subjoined list

indicates the officers of the company in commission at that

time, and the subsequent changes, so far as known ; the

rank first mentioned in each case dated from Aug'ist 24th ,

1861 :

R. V. King, captain , major Feb. 8, 1862 , resigned May 4 ;

1863 ; Charles King, first lieutenant, captain Feb. 8 , 1862,

R. M. Whitney, second lieutenant, first lieutenant Feb. 8,

1862 , captain and N. C. volunteers, mustered out Feb. 10,

1865 ; Martin Sink , first sergeant, second lieutenant Dec. 19,

1864, first lieutenant Feb. 5 , 1865 ; Deforest Masters,

second sergeant , captain and N. C. volunteers ; Samuel A.

Brown , third sergeant , second lieutenant Jan. 10, 1862 ,

resigned in Nov. , 1862 ; Elenson S. Fairbanks, fourth ser

geant, second lieutenant Feb. 5 , 1865 ; Henry M. Townsend,

fifth sergeant, quartermaster sergeant Jan. 1 , 1863 , died in

Andersonville ; Fayette Withey, first corporal , sergeant April

16, 1862 , captain ; Horace Parrish, second corporal , sergeant

Jan. 1 , 1863 ; Henry G. Allen, third sergeant, sergeant bat

talion H, 4th U. S. artillery ; Henry Cook, sergeant Com

pany A ; Allen W. Howe, Jacob Both , Joseph Bernes, James

Canning

In August, subsequent to the capture of the other com

panies of the regiment, Company A received a veteran

furlough , and was sent home to recruit . After remaining

nearly six weeks it returned with full ranks, arriving at

Roanoke Island about the ist of October. The 85th regi

ment, as it was now known, was increased subsequently by

recruits to about 180 men .

In the latter part of October ( 30th ) the daring Lieutenant

Cushing sunk the rebel iron -clad " Albemarle ,” lying in the

river off Plymouth, and the brave remnant of the 85th had

the satisfaction of constituting a part of the force that

drove the rebel troops from the battle field at Plymouth, that

had been so disastrous to their comrades. During the en

suing months of the fall and winter, the command was

constantly engaged in expeditions to destroy the supplies of

the rebels, or capture and harass small bodies of their

troops , in which many prisoners were taken, large quantities

of stores destroyed , or appropriated to the better purpose

of supplying our own forces or reimbursing the govern

ment.

Early in March, 1865 , the 85th was ordered to Newbern ,

to co -operate in the great movement which resulted in the

fall of Richmond, the surrender of the rebel armies and

the complete overthrow of the great Rebellion . All the

detachments of troops that had been stationed along the

coast and inland waters of North Carolina were concen

trated at Newbern , under General Schofield, to co -operate

with Sherman's grand army, which was sweeping up from

the sea to capture General Joe Johnston's army in North

Carolina. The regiment left Newbern on the 7th of March

by rail , taking the same direction and having the same

objective point (Goldsborough) as it had in the expedition

in December of 1862. Schofield, then at Wilmington , from

which he had driven the enemy the latter part of February,

in co-operation with General Terry, dispatched 5,000 men

to Morehead City to strengthen the movement from New

bern .

March 8th the enemy were encountered in force at Wise's

Forks, and General Cox dispatched two regiments of his

The sad wrecks of the regiment that survived were ex

changed in the spring of 1865 , and were immediately mus

tered out of service.

" Few and feeble , at last, when the carnage was done ,

Came a handful of veterans home, one by one ;

There were faltering footsteps pressed Liberty's sod,

Yet their souls through the furnace of fire had trod."

The officers were reshipped April 2 Ist for Macon,Georgia,

and after some months to Savannah ; subsequently to

Charleston, and finally to Columbia, South Carolina. Many

of them were paroled in the latter days of February, 1865 ,

and returned to the North . Most of them were exchanged

early the ensuing spring. The following officers of the 85th

were captured at Plymouth :

Field and staff - Colonel Enrico Faradella ; Major Walter

Crandall ; Surgeon J. D. Lewis ; Adjutant J. O. Goodrich ;

Quartermaster A. B. Bradley. Captains-C. S. Aldrich ,

Company B ; S. B. Adams, Company C ; W. J. Starkweather,

Company D ; D. A. Langworthy, Company E ; S. Allen,

Company F ; H. A. Coats, Company G ; J. A. Brown, Com

pany H ; A. G. Cartwright, Company I. First lieutenants

L. A. Butts, Company K ; S. A. Fay, Company F ; C. W.

Frost, Company H ; C. M. McHenry, Company H ; J. E.

Terwilliger, Company D. Second lieutenants—S. T. An

drews, Company F ; G. W. Pitts, Company E ; L. S. Peak,

Company K ; E. C. Pierson , Company G ; Felix Vinay, Com

pany I ; J. C. Welch, Company C.

Company A, being on detached duty at the time of the

siege and capture of Plymouth, escaped the fate of the re

maining companies of the regiment. The company subse
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division , under Colonel Upham, to take possession of the

passage of Southwest Creek . The 85th was directed to

find the enemy's position , and join the force under Upham.

The first part of the order they complied with very speedily ,

with the assistance of General Hoke, commanding the Rebel

force, who had been recently heavily reinforced by a portion

of Cheatham's corps. The other part of the order would

have been quite as disagreeable, if not as difficult to execute,

as Upham's force liad been surprised and captured by Hoke

the same morning. Suddenly and fiercely assailed by an

enemy outnumbering them ten to one , the regiment could

do no less than fall back upon the main force, but not with

out punishing the enemy severely. In less than twenty min

utes, thirty men of the 85th were killed or wounded .

In the advance upon the rebel position in the morning,

the men had left their tents, blankets and overcoats, which

by the flanking demonstration of the enemy they were cut

off from and could not recover. The rebels shelled their

position industriously throughout the night. It was bitterly

cold, but no fires were made, as they would have been targets

for the enemy's guns ; consequently the men suffered severely.

For two days and nights there was severe fighting, and

the 85th had its full share . March 9th the men were con

stantly engaged in firing ; or throwing up breastworks with

bayonets, tin cups and plates, to hold their position until

Couch's division could corrie up . The rebels were equally

anxious to press the decision by a decisive battle before his

arrival . In the morning of the next day, March 1oth , re

peated assaults were made with great vigor on Cox's left

and center. The men well understood that the same troops

were before them that had captured their comrades at Ply

mouth, and they were stimulated with a burning desire to

avenge the sufferings of the brave fellows who they knew

were perishing at Andersonville by a death far more terrible

than that of the battle field. To resist the charges of the

enemy the ranks were formed four deep behind the hastily

constructed breast works. Every assault was repulsed with

loss. General Schofield, in his report, estimates the loss of

the enemy here at 1,500.

In the afternoon the fire of the rebel artillery became ex

ceedingly annoying, and a call was made for volunteers to

take the enemy's guns. A Massachusetts regiment on the

right refused . The 85th responded at first call, by moving

to the right , in front of the rebel artillery .

The 17th Massachusetts opened ranks to let them through .

Leaping the works , they charged gallantly upon the guns .

The enemy fell rapidly back , crossed the Neuse , and burned

the bridge after them . Couch's division came up the next

morning, but , from inability to cross the river, Schofield was

delayed until March 15th, when , the pontoon bridge being

completed , the whole force crossed into Kingston .

The following four or five days were employed in intrench

ing at Kingston . On the 20th the 85th again advanced

on Goldsborough , in connection with Schofield's entire com

mand . Hoke, failing to arrest the march of Schofield upon

Goldsborough, lost no time in uniting his force to Johnston's,

now sorely pressed by General Sherman .

Our troops entered Goldsborough on the 21st unopposed,

and were greatly delighted to hear the guns of Sherman's

victorious legions in the distance . Two days later " Uncle

Billy,” as the men were fond of calling him, entered the

city, and relieved Schofield's command.

April 10th Sherman's command advanced upon Raleigh ;

Johnston with 40,000 men retiring before him. On the

14th preliminary negotiations were entered into between

Sherman and Johnston for the surrender of the rebel army ;

but a demand that Johnston's army be immediately surren

dered on the same terms granted to Lee was complied

with on the 26th of April, and the second great army of the

Rebellion was among the things of the past .

The 85th regiment was ordered to Mosely Hall soon after,

where it remained until June 6th , when it moved to New

bern .

July 5th the regiment arrived at Elmira , New York , and

on the 15th of the same month was mustered out of ser

vice .

Uriah L. Davis was the first colonel of the regiment, his

rank dating from November 7th , 1861. He resigned Feb

ruary uith , 1862 , and was immediately succeeded by Jona

than S. Belknap. The latter resigned June 13th , 1863. The

next colonel , as reported by the adjutant-general , was En

rico Faradella, whose rank dated from June 26th , 1863 , and

who was discharged March 13th , 1865. William W. Clark is

named as the next colonel, though never mustered as such .

Colonel Belknap was lieutenant-colonel prior to his pro

motion . His successor was Abijah J. Wellman, who was

discharged March 24th , 1863. William W. Clark then re

ceived this rank . He was mustered out with the regiment

June 27th , 1865 .

Lieutenant- Colonel Wellman had been major previous to

assuming the higher rank . He was followed by Reuben V.

King. Major King resigned May 2nd, 1863 , giving place to

Walter Crardall , who was discharged February 17th, 1865 .

Chauncey S. Aldrich , who had been adjutant, acted as major

during the short remainder of the war.

His predecessor as adjutant was Horace Goodrich, who

held that rank from November 30th , 1861 , until his resigna

tion , January 28th , 1862. John O. Goodrich held the office

from Aldrich's promotion to the close of the war.

Edward Corning, the first quartermaster of the 85th , gave

way August 2nd , 1862 , to Alfred B. Bradley, who held the

office through the rest of the war.

Dr. W. M. Smith , of Angelica , was the first surgeon of the

regiment . He resigned the position June 17th , 1863. Dr.

John D. Lewis then held the office until the close of 1864,

and Dr. Thomas Helme from that time until the 85th was

mustered out.

Dr. Lewis was assistant surgeon before becoming surgeon ,

and Dr. John M. Palmer was assistant from the middle of

August , 1862 , until promoted surgeon of the 3d New York,

April 5th , 1863 .

Rev. Darwin E. Maxson was chaplain of the 85th until

discharged , June 23d, 1862 .

The other members of the 85th from Allegany county ,

recorded in the office of the clerk of the county, were as

follows :

as

COMPANY C.

PRIVATES.

Orville L. Barney and Wellman Barney, Belvidere ; Silas

G. and Addison Burdick, Little Genesee ; John Boland,

Ceres ; Gurdon E. Babcock, Belvidere ; Daniel Blouvet,

Friendship ; Robert B. Ballard, Richburgh ; Delos Barber,
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PRIVATES.Little Genesee ; Alfred B. Bradley, Friendship ; Zalma

Barnes and Lewis C. Burdick, Bolivar ; Ira S. Crandall ,

Belvidere ; Hiram S. Corbin , Friendship ; James K. P. Coon,

Belvidere ; George Conoble, Richburgh ; Charles F. Davis,

Belvidere; Edwin Doane, Friendship ; Ellmore Dodson and

Alfred Doane, Richburgh ; James L. Eaton , Belvidere ;

William P. Fay, Bolivar ; John Ford , Little Genesse ; Jacob

Gardner, Friendship ; Hiram Grow , Little Genesee ; George

A. Green and Ethan S. Green, Belvidere ; Thomas Gagan,

Scio ; John C. Holcomb, Friendship ; Albert H. Hazeltine,

Bolivar ; Alvah Jordan and Henry D. Keller, Richburgh ;

Orson Lackey, Little Genesee ; James Lord , Belvidere ;

Daniel A. Langworthy, Little Genesee ; Nathan Lanphear,

Friendship ; Samuel H. Livermore , Belvidere ; Andrew J.

Lawrence, Bolivar ; Abial T. Laforge , Belvidere ; M. M.

Maxon and Horton M. Murphy, Little Genesee ; Horace L.

Maxon, Belvidere ; Leonard H. Marvin , Friendship ; Lewis

Perry , Belvidere ; Joesph R. Parker, Daniel Parker, George

W. Phelps and John P. Quinn , Friendship ; Asa W. Root

and Erastus L. Scott, Bolivar ; William H. Stebbins, Rich

burgh ; Chauncey A. Stebbins, Perry V. Sisson , George S.

Steenrod , Squire M. Strong, William J. Strong and Frank

A. Spencer, Friendship ; Thomas C. W. Stanley, John C.

Stanley and Thomas Harlan , Scio ; Nelson H. Thurston,

Clarksville ; Ezra A. Tyler and Edwin R. Voorhees,

Friendship

COMPANY D.

William H. Abbey, Angelica ; John Bentley, John Barney,

Charles Buckbee and Charles W. Bennett, Granger ; James

H. Bennett, Granger, died in Andersonville prison ; John

Blinn , Angelica ; Aaron Clark , Angelica, taken prisoner at

Plymouth ; John Crotty, Granger ; Frederick S. Campbell

and George W. Crandall , Angelica ; Michael Collins, Eli W.

Drewry and Lycurgus D. Drew, Granger ; Albert A. Dean ,

Angelica ; Richard D. Groves, George P. Goodale and James

Holbrook, Granger ; Lewis Holbrook, Spencer Holliday,

Thomas Hunt and Stewart Lawrence, Angelica ; Myron

Miller, Granger ; John H. McDonell , Almond ; Harvey Mc

Daniels, Angelica ; Luther Mose and Edwin Meabon, Gran

ger; Henry C. Morgan , Scio ; Henderson McGibney, An

gelica; Jackson A. Parkes , Granger ; Horatio N. Patterson ,

Angelica ; Walter S. Parsons and George W. Randall , Gran

ger ; George W. Riley , Angelica ; Frank Rickets, Charles K.

Rotch, William S. Smith , Varin C. Smith, George Sibbald

and Gideon B. Standish , Granger ; Edward Snow, Angelica ;

Darius M. Snider and Martin V. B. Scott , Granger; Harvey

C. Snow, Jesse C. Underhill , Edward Underhill and Henry

Van Winkle, Angelica ; James Wallace, Granger; Smith Wil

liams, Angelica ; William C. Whittle, Granger ; John Way,

Angelica ; George C. Walker, Allen ; Charles R. Williams ,

Granger; Jesse C. White , Belfast ; Frederick Zimner, Angel

ica ; Benjamin F. Langworthy, Alfred .

COMPANY F.
OFFICERS.

OFFICERS.Sergeants—Daniel J. Upman ( first ), Francis R. Wilson,

Richard H. Wallace and James Wallace, Black Creek ; John

C. Welch , Angelica ; corporals - Winfield S. Wells, Little

Genesee ; Francis Wixon, George Whitford , Edward A.

Watson and George A. Williams, Friendship ; Reuben

Wixon , Bolivar ; Franklin L. Wight and Edgar D. York ,

Friendship ; musician , David D. York, Friendship.

Captain , Seneca Allen , Black Creek , promoted lieutenant

colonel Aug. 19 , 1865 ; second lieutenant, William E. Fiske ,

Angelica , resigned April 2 , 1862 ; sergeants-James C. Lind

say , Lloyd Nichols and James Wells, Black Creek ; William

H. Potter, Friendship ; corporals - Alberto Wickware, Henry

B. Odell , Samuel W. Robertson , Wesley M. Lambert, Os

man Briggs, William C. Vaughn and Harvey McElheney,

Black Creek ; musicians — George D. Rogers and Benjamin

Franklin , Black Creek .

PRIVATES.

PRIVATES .

James H. Arnold , Allen C. Barnes , Jacob D. Burbank,

Elisha T. Blanchard , Straton Blanchard , Asa Davis , Lewis

K. Gilbert , Elijah Gilbert , Amos S. Garnett , William H. Hill,

William Jones, Benjamin F. Jones, Charles H. Johnson ,

David R. Terwilliger, Thomas R. Terwilliger, Benniah Ter

williger and William F. Young, Almond ; Mendall A. Whit

ney, Independence .

COMPANY E.

OFFICERS.

Captain , Thomas J. Thorp, Granger, discharged Aug. 29 ,

1862 ; first lieutenant , Andrew W. Smith , Granger, resigned

April 3 , 1862 ; second lieutenant, Nathan Platt , Angelica ,

discharged July 29, 1862 ; first sergeant, Jefferson M. Par

ker, Granger, died at Libby prison ; second , Albert Owen

Taber, Granger; third , Henry L. Simons, Angelica ; fourth,

George W. Pitt , Granger, promoted second lieutenant, and

taken prisoner and escaped ; fifth , George E. Tibbitts , Gran

ger ; corporals—Eli Hooper, Angelica ; Milton Vanantwerp,

George Jones, John A. Jones, George W. Benjamin , Eber

Bullock , Josiah Keith and George W. Barney , Granger ;

musician, Oren S. Reynolds, Granger ; wagoner, David

H. Porter, Angelica.

Ansel G. Baldwin , Cuba ; Josiah Booth , George M. Brown

and Noel H. Burlingame, Black Creek ; Francis M. Botts,

Richard T. Bristol and Michael Collins, Cuba ; Edward C.

Comfort , Orsemus Crabb and Orlando P. Case, Black Creek ;

Charles Carter, Cuba ; Melvin A. Clark and Silas A. Clark ,

Friendship ; William Collins, Angelica ; Henry F. Clapp ,

Friendship ; William Douns, Angelica ; Robert S. Dillon,

William C. Dunn and Amos H. Foster, Black Creek ; Jerome

B. Filer, Friendship ; George W. Flynn and Sullivan E.

Felch , Cuba; Charles C. Hines, Frederick Hall , Reuben J.

Hurd, Leonard Hicks, Edward L. Hicks, Joseph Hicks,

Willard M. Hicks. Ambrose C. Hendee, Willard Hill, Wil

liam M. Johnson , Edwin E. Johnson, Samuel Lindsay,

Alexander Lang, David O. Lewis and Charles Lewis,

Black Creek ; William Mandeville , Friendship ; John Millett ,

Newell C. McElheny, John A. O'Connor, Chauncey S.

Pratt and Joseph P. Patterson, Black Creek ; Lysander S.

Phillips, Friendship ; John H. Parks, Black Creek ; James

E. Palmer, Friendship ; Isaac A. Patterson , Black Creek ;

John Ryan, Cuba; Thomas J. Richardson , George Rugg,
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Wiliam H. Rider, Wilmot Robbins, Albrow K. Ricker, John

Wesley Rugg, Bradley Swift, Washington J. Swift and James

M. Smith , Black Creek ; Orvin R. Sisson , Friendship ; John

E. Thompson, Cuba.

porals— Mortimer F. Thayer, Ward; Arthur F. Allen ,

Friendship ; Oscar A. Fuller, Ward ; Nathan A. Southworth ,

Clarksville ; Isaac A. Fitcli , Cuba; Samuel J. McGibney and

James Sallay, Ward ; musicians - Herbert D. Peckham,

Clarksville ; Cyrus P. Lewis, Ward ; wagoner- Milton L.

Coon , RichburgCOMPANY H.

PRIVATES.

OFFICERS.

Captain, John A. Brown, Wellsville; first lieutenant,

Hiram A. Coats , Wellsville, promoted captain July 31 ,

1863 ; second lieutenant, Lucien W. Brundage, Wellsville,

discharged June 13 , 1862 ; sergeants — Charles W. Frost ,

Charles C. Farnum and George L. Tucker, Wellsville ; Sid .

ney Crandall, Whitesville; John G. Barker, Wellsville ; Cor

porals — Lyman P. Carver, Whitesville; Jesse C. Green, An

dover ; Nathan W. Stevens, Wellsville; Fulton Bundy,

Andover; William T. Burlingham , Hallsport; Mason K.

Aldrich, Wellsville ; Selic A. Sawyer , Whitesville; James

H. Parker, Wellsville; musicians - Joseph E. Bradley and

Almer Perin, Wellsville ; wagoner, Levi H. Dunham ,

Wellsville .

Sheldon S. Appleby, Richburg; Christopher W. Bremett,

Ward ; David Barto , Clarksville; Francis E. Barnes , Bolivar ;

Morris Black, Belmont; Daniel H. Collins , Ward ; Walter

Cleaveland, Friendship ; John C. Childs, Clarksville ; Wallace

Clapp, Friendship; John P. Dunning, Belmont; Reuben W.

Davis, Richburg ; Joseph A. Drake, Ward ; Edwin L. Doty,

Clarksville; Alvah Ellis , Ward ; George L. Feathers , Bel

mont; Phillip Haynes, Ceres ; Jackson Haynes, Clarksville ;

William F. Johnson, Ward ; Monroe Jordon, Reuben Jordon ,

Chester Jones, Delayon Jordon, Horace Lebar, Melvin

Lebar and Daniel Lucas, Richburg; James Lewis and David

C. McGibney, Ward; Hiram P. Moore, Richburg; Walter S.

McOmber, George B. McGibney and John S. Margason ,

Ward ; Samuel P. Maston , Clarksville; John Maxon , Rich

burg ; William A. Morris, Cuba; Henry W. Munger, Clarks

ville; John D. Nugent, Scio ; Henry S. Page, Friendship ;

Alvah C. Peckham and George C. Peckham , Clarksville ;

William D. Perry, Bolivar ; Andre B. Pattyson, Clarksville ;

Benjamin Sissem and Edward R. Smith , Bolivar ; Simon

Sawyer, Richburg; Isaac R. Spencer and Russel R. Spencer ,

Clarksville ; Oscar B. Seldin , Belmont; Morton B. Thayer,

Ward ; Andrew J. Vosburgh, Dennis Vars, John N. Van

oelzor and John Wilcox, Richburg ; William S. Wilkinson

and Leroy S. Ward , Clarksville.

PRIVATES .

PARTS OF COMPANIES .

COMPANY K.

Thomas R. Adams, John Amidon, John W. Ackin and

Luther C. Bray, Wellsville ; John D. Beagle, Elisha A. Ba

ker, Ira Baker and John H. Barker, Andover; Fernando C.

Briggs, Willing ; Henry Beerman , George H. Brown and

Newell Brown , Wellsville; Daniel B. Butler and Augustus

Butler, Willing; Erwin L. Bloss and Ormus Bloss, Wells

ville ; John C. Burdick , Andover ; Robert B. Cornell and

Frederick Comstock , Wellsville ; Taibert Collins, Whites

ville ; Lucius Campbell, Matthew J. Coleman , Joseph M.

Cooper, William H. Comstock and William J. Crane, Wells

ville ; John Corwin , Spring Mills ; John A. Downey, Whites

ville ; Francis M. Deming and Marshall D. Davis, Andover ;

Horatio G. Darling , Wellsville ; Dexter Dauphin, Wellsville,

imprisoned at Andersonville, escaped and was recaptured ;

Marcus L. Finch, Wellsville ; Richard J. Fosbury, Whites

ville ; Abel Finch , Wellsville ; Alonzo B. Green, Independ

ence ; Elan Green , Wellsville ; William F. Henyan, Willing;

George H. Hubbard, Whitesville; Harvey Hurlburt and

William Hardy, Andover ; Alvin B. Harris, Daniel Hall and

Alexander W. Hoard , Wellsville ; Judson D. Jacobs , Whites

ville ; Charles A. Jones, Miles T. Jones and Daniel H.

Kemp, Wellsville ; Swinton Ludington, Whitesville ; John

Lestner and George A. Leach , Wellsville ; John Letts,

Wellsville; Cyrenus Larabee, Andover ; William H. Lewis ,

John W. McIntyre , William W. McIntyre , Steven L. McIn

tyre, Charles O'Neal and Albert A. Palmer , Wellsville ; Philo

Payne, Whitesville; George H. Porter, Andover ; Lorenzo

Parker , Hallsport; Patrick H. Riley and George W. Rich

mond, Whitesville ; Bradley W. Smith, Andover.

Corporals — George Skinner, Whitesville; Edward L.

Seamon, Andover; Frederick Spencer and Andrew W.

Stephen, Wellsville; Willard M. Selden , Hallsport; Philetus

Stender, Tunis Tallman and William J. Truesdale, Wells

ville ; musicians , John A. Whitney, Willing; William J.

Wood, Wellsville ; privates - William Andrews, Clarksville ;

John W. Cline , jr., Cuba; Frederick Streeter, Clarksville ;

James L. Sheldon , Cuba; Abraham Swartwood, Belvidere.

COMPANY G.

Musician, Perry G. Mills , Andover ; privates -- Samuel

Wheaton, Andover; Frederick A. Wright, Willing.

CHAPTER XXVIII .

THE CAVALRY REPRESENTATION - HISTORIES OF THE 6TH,

I 2TH AND IST , AND THE 2ND MOUNTED RIFLES.

COMPANY I.

OFFICERS.

Captain , John W. Jordan , Friendship, resigned Jan. 26 ,

1862 ; first lieutenant, A. G. Cartwright, Ward, promoted

captain Oct. 21 , 1863 ; first sergeant , Charles Duffee, Friend

ship ; second sergeant , Andrew Baker, Ward ; third sergeant,

Henry Bolsover, Richburg ; fourth sergeant , Ryneer Smalley,

Richburg ; fifth sergeant, Elon G. Buckley, Richburg ; cor

HE 6th cavalry, “ Second Ira Harris Guard ," was

a three years regiment organized at New York

city. It contained thirty -five men from Alle

gany county . The companies were mustered

into service at various dates from September 12th to

December 19th , 1861. The first colonel was Thomas

C. Devin , who was promoted brigadier- general in

March, 1865 ; lieutenant -colonel, Duncan McVickar, killed
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burned a train of thirty wagons loaded with bacon ; cap

tured a number of the enemy, and camped five miles from

the river. The 6th marched at 1 A. M. of the 5th to

Catlett's Station , surprised three hundred cavalry, capturing

a officers and 33 men, burned the depot and twenty thou

sand bushels of grain . It crossed the Mattapony, again de

stroying a ferry in time to check pursuit, and late at night

destroyed a third train and depot a few miles above and

west of the Rappahannock . Thence a forced march was

made of twenty miles , while behind came a superior force

in hot pursuit. At sunset the advance discovered a body

of cavalry drawn up in line at King and Queen Court-house .

Advancing to attack, the force was found to be Union

cavalry, and the 6th, passing on , found itself by 10 A. M.

of the 7th within the lines at Gloucester Point . Kilpatrick

spoke in highest terms to his superior, General Stoneman , of

the gallant conduct of the regiment . Its battle roll re

cords the names of twenty-three actions , including the most

decisive and sanguinary of the war , and the files of the press

contain frequent notices of important service rendered by

it. The original members were discharged on the expir

ation of their period of service, while veterans and recruits

were retained , and, on June 17th , 1865 , consolidated with

the 15th New York cavalry, as the 2nd New York provisional

cavalry .

Allegany county contributed the following named men to

Company I :

OFFICERS.

April 30th, 1863, in action near Spottsylvania Court-house,

Virginia ; majors, James B. Darley, John Carwardine and

Floyd Clarkson ; regimental adjutant, John J. Main, who

was commissioned July 12th, 1864 , and killed in action near

Strasburg, Virginia, October 19th , 1864. On being mustered

into service the regiment went into camp at York, Pennsyl

vania. It was ordered to take part in McDowell's advance

on Fredericksburg, and took the lead on April 17th , 1862 .

Twelve miles beyond Catlett's Station a rebel force was

charged and sixteen prisoners taken . The 6th bivouacked

in the vacated camp of the enemy after a march of twenty

six miles. The enemy were annoyed during the night, and

in the morning gallantly charged by the 6th , led by Colonel

Kilpatrick. Although behind a barricade across the road,

the rebels were driven with loss.

The command moved forward and forced the enemy

across the Rappahannock to the heights beyond . Two of

the three bridges were destroyed by them on their retreat .

On May 17th two companies , under Major Clarkson , were

at White House, Va. To merely note the actions in which

the regiment bore part is no inconsiderable history . When

Lee moved into Maryland, in the fall of 1862 , the 6th did

essential service at South Mountain . Colonel Devin , with

seven companies, commanded the Harper's Ferry road , while

Major Carwardine, with the remaining five, held the enemy

in check at Antietam . September 16th Colonel Devin was

ordered to develop the enemy in front . He crossed the

stone bridge on the Sharpsburg turnpike, threw skirmishers

to the front, ascertained the rebel position , and retired under

a heavy fire of shells and bullets from a battery on the left

of the pike , and from infantry in front . The command

moved from the ground with a precision and coolness as if

on parade.

On the advance of Burnside's corps to Frederick , as it

had been the rear guard of Pope when retiring from the

Rappahannock, the 6th occupied a post of honor, and in the

action at South Mountain was support for Campbell's bat

tery.

At eleven at night, October 21st, the call to horse

sounded in the camp of the 6th , and it was soon on its way

to Harper's Ferry. The bridges over the Potomac and

Shenandoah were crossed, and the regiment joined a brigade

of infantry and a battery, all under General Geary , and set

out on a scout. The 6th reached Waterford and charged

through the town . The infantry, battery, and two compa

nies of the cavalry halted, while the rest of the cavalry pro

ceeded ou toward Lovettsville. At a distance of four miles

a rebel force was found drawn up in line . These were

charged by Lieutenant Ellerheck and completely routed .

The command then returned to Harper's Ferry.

From an instance all may be judged . On May 3d the

regiment left Louisa Court-house, and reached the Freder

icksburg Railroad at daybreak , May 4th ; burned the depot ,

and turned up the track for several miles. Crossing to

Brook pike, rebel pickets were struck and driven in upon a

battery, which was forced to return to within two miles of

Richmond. Lieutenant Brown, aid to General Winder, and

eleven men were captured inside the fortification . The

troops passed to the left of the Meadow bridge, on the

Chickahominy, ran a train into the river, and retired to Han

over Bar, on the Peninsula ; crossed and destroyed the ferry

just in time to check the advance of pursuing cavalry ;

Second lieutenant , J. Hamilton Bell , Cuba ; Q. M. ser

geant, Cortland P. Shepard , Cuba ; sergeants—John Goss,

Cuba, and John Muldoon, Angelica ; corporals— James

Bradshaw , Angelica , and Russell J. Miller and John Palm

er, Cuba ; bugler, Edward F. Pratt, Cuba.

PRIVATES.

1 )

was

Cyrus N. Capen, Franklin J. Carey, William H. Cottrell ,

George Eberlain, Erastus French, Charles Francis and Wil

liam H. Green , Cuba ; Jerome B. Halbert, Angelica ; Samuel

P. Jenison , George H. Kelly, John H. Lafeva and James H.

Lockie , Cuba; Daniel B. Lee , Angelica ; Ezra Marsh, Levi

L. Pearl and David L. Phillips, Cuba ; Arunah W. Phippin ,

Angelica ; Levi L. Seely , James H. Seely, John Stickney,

Levi Stickney, Zelman Streeter, William H. Stone , Benja

min F. Taylor and Welbourn Wilcox, Cuba ; George V.

Willis, Angelica ; James Wright , Cuba.

a

TWELFTH CAVALRY, OR “ THIRD IRA HARRIS

GUARD .”

In Company B of this regiment , which was organized in

New York city to serve three years, were the following

named men from Cuba, Allegany county, who were enrolled

in the latter part of November, 1862 :

First sergeant , Wilford W. Bradley ; commissary ser

geant , E. T. Scott ; bugler, Thomas Swan ; wagoner, John

Watson.

The companies of which the regiment was composed were

raised principally in the counties of New York , Columbia,

Abany, Rensselaer, Clinton , Oswego, Onondaga and Erie,

It was mustered into the service of the United States from

November roth , 1862 , to September 25th , 1863. It was mus
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tered out of service in accordance with orders from the War

Department, July 19th , 1865 .

SECOND MOUNTED RIFLES.

the rifle pits under a constant fire, losing men day by day,

among them Lieutenant J. L. Atwood, who was killed by a
sharpshooter. On the morning of July 30th the mine in

front of Petersburg was exploded . A terrible struggle fol

lowed , in which the end regiment was engaged, under com

mand of Major Mapes. One division was repulsed by the

rebels. The division in which the 2nd regiment fought had

been held for the final charge, in case those already in the

fight did not hold their ground. The order was finally given

for them to charge, and they did it nobly, capturing two

lines of the enemy's works ; they held them about six hours,

but as no relief came they were compelled to fall back. In

this engagement the regiment lost nearly 150 men, killed ,

wounded and prisoners. It remained in command of Major

Mapes from this time forward until the battle of Pegram's

Farm .

A few days subsequent to the fight at the mine the regi

ment moved to the left and took a position near Fort Hell,

where it remained for some time, experiencing no loss. The

next battle was at Pegram's Farm , southwest of Petersburg,

where Major Mapes, Captain Stebbins , Lieutenant Mansfield ,

Lieutenant Bush and others, in all 40 or 50, were taken pris

oners. The killed and wounded numbered between 50 and

75. The next field was the first battle of Hatcher's Run,

in October, 1864. The loss was slight. From here the end

went back to Pegram's Farm, where it remained until the

last of November. It was then ordered to dismounted

camp at City Point, where the men received their promised

horses , with orders to report to General Charles H. Smith,

of the 3d brigade , and cavalry division , and in that connec

tion they remained until the close of the war.

Allegany's contingent in the 2nd mounted rifles belonged

to Company B, and included the following :

In Company B of the 2nd regiment of mounted rifles,

commanded by Colonel James Fisk , of Niagara Falls , were

between thirty and forty men from Allegany county, whose

names are given below .

The regiment was organized at Buffalo, N. Y. , to serve

three years . The companies of which it was composed

were raised principally in the counties of Allegany, Erie,

Wyoming, Orleans, Niagara and Wayne, from July, 1863 , to

February, 1864 ; and the regimental officers were chiefly from

Lockport and Niagara Falls .

The regiment first rendezvoused at Lockport, but the bar

racks were insufficient and the regiment was ordered to

Fort Porter, Buffalo , which latter barracks were made a re

cruiting station and camp of instruction. The 2nd remained

there from December, 1863, until the March following,

when, three battalions being completed, they were ordered

to Camp Stoneman , near Giesboro Point , in the neighbor

hood of Washington . Here they remained until about May

ist, when they were ordered to the front to reinforce the

Army of the Potomac . Instead of being furnished with

the cavalry outfit for which they were sent to Camp Stone

man, or receiving instruction in cavalry tactics, which had

been promised them , they were assigned to a provisional

brigade, composed of dismounted cavalry and heavy artil

lery, commanded by Colonel Marshall, of the 14th heavy

artillery, in the gth corps, under General Burnside.

On the day following their arrival at Camp Stoneman they

participated in the battle of Spottsylvania , suffering but

little loss . Their next engagement was the battle of North

Anna, southeast of Spottsylvania. In this their loss was

light .

Returning from North Anna the regiment was placed as

rear guard of the 9th corps, and had a severe engagement

at Tolopotomoy Creek , losing quite a number of men . The

next day it was in the fight at Bethesda Church , a few miles

from Tolopotomoy . At this time the regiment was under

command of Lieutenant-Colonel Raymond, of New York.

The loss at Bethesda was quite heavy, 50 or 60 killed and

wounded.

Hardly had the smoke of this battle cleared away before

the 2nd was in the memorable fight at Cold Harbor in early

June ; its loss here was not heavy. From Cold Harbor the

regiment moved with the Army of the Potomac and crossed

the James river, arriving at Petersburg June 16th , just in

time for service again . On the morning of June 17th the

2nd made a charge over the enemy's works and captured a

large number of prisoners, who were sent to the rear in

charge of Captain W. Fitzer Williams. The regiment was.

engaged during the entire day, but its loss was light. On

the morning of the 18th of June it again advanced on the

enemy's works, near the Weldon railroad , and toward even

ing made a gallant charge, which resulted in the capture of

the railroad , the 2nd , however, suffering a terrible loss .

In this action First Lieutenant Delong, of Lockport , was

killed , and Captain Williams ; the entire loss was between

two and three hundred men killed and wounded .

From this time until July 29th , 1864 , the regiment lay in

OFFICERS.

First lieutenant , Watson W. Bush , Rushford, taken pris

oner Sept. 30, 1864 , mustered out at the close of the war ;

quartermaster sergeant , Francis G. Dodge, Hume ; sergeants

-Edwin Buchanan , Hume second enlistment, having

served in Company F, 33d New York infantry, and been

discharged June 2 , 1863) ; George W. Hapgood, Rushford

( second enlistment, having served in Company D, 64th New

York infantry , and been discharged Sept. 30, 1862) ; Orrin

M. Dow, Centreville ; corporals—Clark Crane, Caneadea ;

Wilson Robbins, Centreville ; Samuel T. Burleson , Allen ;

blacksmith, James Gardiner, Caneadea ; trumpeter , Abram

A. Howell , Rushford .

>

PRIVATES.

Ira F. Crane , Centreville ; John Cole , Rushford ; David

S. Downey, Hume (second enlistment, having served in

Company F, 4th New York artillery, and been discharged

Aug. 19 , 1863 ) ; George Franklin Durkee, Leroy C. Ely and

Henry Elmer, Rushford ; Lamont Gloden , Allen ; William

Gilbert, Centreville ; George S. Hackett, Rushford ; Otis

Hutchins, New Hudson ; Lucien L. Lewis , Rushford ; Sam

uel H. Morgan , Hume ; Lafayette Mead, Rushford ; Valoras

J. McElheny, New Hudson ; Henry G. Newville, Caneadea ;

Dewitt C. Pelton , Rushford ; George M. Pool, Hume (sec

ond enlistment, having served in Company F, 33d New York

infantry , and been discharged June 2 , 1863) ; Alonzo S.

Powell, Centreville ; Daniel Pasco, New Hudson ; Riley W.
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Petit, Rushford ; John B. Sabin, Allen ; William W. Seaton ,

Caneadea ; Charles D. Vandresor, Centreville ; Chauncey

Williams, Rushford .

FIRST VETERAN CAVALRY.

Stillman Baker, killed by a railroad accident at Grafton,

Va.; Daniel Baker and William H. Clearwater, Friendship ;

Morris E. Haskins, Friendship, taken prisoner and wounded

at Piedmont, Va. , June 5 , 1864 ; Dewitt Voorhies, Friend

ship, killed at Snicker's Ferry, Va. , July 18, 1864 ; Henry F.

Scott, Friendship ; Edwin Voorhies, Friendship, wounded at

Snicker's Ferry, July 18, 1864 ; Charles D. Jenison , Rushford ,

taken prisoner at Keyes Ford .

COMPANY D

In Company G of this regiment , which was organized at

Geneva, N. Y. , to serve three years, and composed of com

panies raised principally in the counties of Ontario , Seneca,

Wayne, Monroe, Erie and Chemung, were fourteen men

from Allegany county, whose names, with the dates of their

enrollment in 1863 , were as follows :

Oficers. - Quartermaster sergeant , George F. Rogers,

Grove, wounded in the hand ; sergeant, Frederick Osborn ,

Cuba, enrolled Aug. 25 , 1863 (veteran) ; sergeant, Harvey

Norton (veteran) , Cuba, Aug 26 ; corporal , Edward G. Bul

lard, Cuba, Aug. 22 ; corporal, Norton D. Crandall , Bolivar,

Aug. 6 ; drummer, George Whitford , Little Genesee ,

Aug. 9 ; wagoner, James W. Underhill , Cuba (veteran) ,

Aug. 15

Privates. — Thomas J. Dutcher, Sept. 24 ; Willis Fox, Aug.

18 ; Joseph L. Learn , Aug. 28 ; Harmon D. Reynolds, Aug.

26 ; Bradley Swift (veteran) , Aug. 28 ; Stephen E. Smith ,

Aug. 13 ; John W. Wilcox (veteran ) , Aug. 8, all of Cuba.

The regiment was mustered into the service of the United

States from July 25th to November 19th, 1863 . The 17th

New York cavalry was consolidated with this regiment Sep

tember 17th , 1863. It was mustered out of service July

20th , 1865 .

included Captain John Cotter, Sergeant E. A. Boyne, and

the following privates : C. C. Lewis, Friendship ; John H.

Main, Friendship, taken prisoner at Winchester, July 24,

1864 ; Edwin Main, Friendship ; Chauncey Wells, Friend

ship, taken prisoner at Snicker's Ferry, July 18, 1864 ; Jasper

Lewis , Friendship ; Frank Henry, Friendship , died at

Elmira, N. Y.; George Sisson, Joseph Sisson , George Estey,

Delos West and Mortimer Fowler, Almond ; Martin A.

Davis, Alfred ; Alonzo Cady and Henry Peterson , Scio .

BATTLES OF THE REGIMENT .

a
The following is a list of battles (all in Virginia) in which

the ist and 2nd battalions were engaged :

Harper's Ferry, September 13th and 14th, 1862 ; Pied

mont, June 5th , 1864 ; Lynchburg, June 18th and 19th ,

1864 ; Snicker's Ferry, July 18th , 1864 ; Winchester, July

24th , 1864 ; Bunker Hill , July 25th , 1864 ; Martinsburg, July

26th , 1864 ; Opequan Creek , September 19th , 1864 ; Fisher's

Hill , September 21st, 1864 ; Cedar Creek, October 19th ,

1864.

THIRTEENTH ARTILLERY.

CHAPTER XXIX .

ARTILLERY COMPANIES FROM ALLEGANY COUNTY - HISTORIES

OF THE 5TH AND 13TH .

N the 5th artillery, organized in New York city to

serve three years, were twenty - five men from

Allegany county . The first and second bat

talions of the regiment were raised principally

in the counties of New York and Kings, and

were mustered into the service of the United States

from December, 1861 , to March, 1862 .

The field and staff officers of the regiment were from

New York and Brooklyn , including Colonel Samuel Graham,

of New York city.

The regiment was in action at Harper's Ferry September

13th and 14th, 1862. On the 14th it was captured, at the

time of Colonel Miles's surrender. It was subsequently ex

changed and returned to duty at Baltimore . In the fall of

1863 its depleted ranks were filled with recruits obtained in

New York State at large. In March , 1864, the first battalion

was sent to the front in the Shenandoah valley, and re

mained at the front until the close of the war.

In this regiment, which was organized in New York city

to serve three years, was one company (D) of Allegany

county men, which went out under command of Moses

Stevens, of Wellsville.

The companies of which the regiment was composed were

raised in the State of New York at large. It was mustered

into the service of the United States from August, 1863 , to

September, 1864 .

Company D went from Allegany county to Elmira, where

it was mustered in . From thence it proceeded to Fort

Hamilton , New York harbor ; from thence to Fortress Mon

roe, and was forwarded to a point just back of Portsmouth,

where it was put on duty ; remaining there during the winter

of 1863 and 1864. The company was then put on provost

duty at Norfolk . The entire organization was consolidated

into a battalion of five companies and transferred to the 6th

New York artillery June 27th , 1865- on which day it was

also mustered out.

This, in brief, is the history of the 13th New York artillery,

for it was in no engagement during its term of service.

The following are the names of men composing Company

D, as copied from records in the Allegany county clerk's

office :

.

OFFICERS.

COMPANY A,

besides Captain E. J. Knoske, Corporal R. L. Wilkinson

and Fifer Leander Perkins, all of Friendship , contained the

following private soldiers :

Captain , Moses Stevens ; first lieutenant, Matthew K.

Wildman , and second lieutenant, Albert A. Palmer, all of

Wellsville, and all enrolled July 20 and mstd Aug. 4, 1863 ;

sergeants - Otis Kingsbury (first) and Gurdon Gallop , Cuba;

Thomas R. Merrill, Rushford ; Winfield S. Fisk, Wellsville ;
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corporals-Dennis Hurley (first) and Daniel Streater, Cuba ;

Clinton D. Wilcox , Wellsville ; Charles P. Tufts and Chester

Beecher, Rushford ; James K. Ormiston, Cuba ; James G.

Robinson and Charles A. Dunham, Wellsville.

PRIVATES.

Franklin Austin , Wellsville ; James A. Blackman and Wil

liam W. Burton, Cuba ; Ira C. Basset , Amity ; Joel B. Ben

jamin, Belfast ; James H. Black and Beriah C. Bacon, Wells

ville, drafted July 13 , 1863 ; Alfred Coats, Cuba ; James

K. Crandall , Joel L. Crandall and Alanson Clark , Wellsville;

James Crone and Henry Carpenter, Cuba ; Marvin Champlin,

Wellsville ; Asa Champlin , jr.,Wellsville, drafted July 1o, 1863 ;

Wallace D. Cole and Stephen M. Dayton, Wellsville ; Wil

liam Dake, Cuba ; Filander Eves and Edson Fish , Wellsville ;

William H. Fuller, Wellsville, drafted July 10 , 1863 ; Silas

A. Gilley, Rushford ; Sheldon Guinip and John B. Holt ,

Wellsville ; William R. Hane and George W. Hale , Wells

ville, drafted July 10, 1863 ; Enoch E. Hanks, Wellsville,

drafted July 11 , 1863 ; Charles J. Hurlburt, Cuba, drafted

July 15 , 1863 ; A. P. Hanks, Belfast ; James Haley, Cuba ;

Samuel H. Ingalls, Cuba, drafted July 11 , 1863 ; Edwin L.

Jones, Wellsville ; Milton B. Keller, Cuba; John A. Kinney,

Wellsville ; Darius Ketchum , drafted July 11 , 1863 ; Sheldon

F. Ketchum , George A. Leech, John Morgan and Daniel

Merriman , Wellsville ; William M. Nichols and John Ormis

ton , Cuba; Daniel H. Orvis, Wellsville, drafted July 10 , 1863 ;

Uriah B. Phelps, Friendship ; George H. Rowland , Wells

ville, drafted July 10 , 1863 ; Lyman A. Stillman , Wellsville,

drafted July 13 , 1863 ; Egbert Seeley, Belfast, drafted July

14 , 1863 ; Richard Swift , Cuba ; Ira Steward and Levi N.

Vanover, Wellsville ; John W. Walker, Willing ; L. N.

Wood, Independence ; Hiram L. Wickwine, George H. Wil

ley and Chauncey B. Wilber, Cuba ; Dugald C. White,

Wellsville , drafted July 13 , 1863 ; Conley M. Wood,

Wellsville .

spectively lieutenant-colonel and major, had fought side by

side in the hotly contested battles of the peninsular cam

paign , and both had received wounds .

Companies E, F and H were wholly, and Companies A,

G and I in part from Allegany county . The men in point

of character and patriotism were second to none in the ser

vice . Their record of brilliant achievements and important

captures, untarnished by a single disaster, tells its own sim

ple, eloquent story. The briefest summary must suffice.

September 6th , 1862 , the regiment left its rendezvous at

Portage for the seat of war amidst the cheers, the tears and

the “ God speeds ” of a throng of friends whohad gathered

from all parts of the senatorial district to witness its departure .

Its route was over the Northern Central Railway, through

Pennsylvania. At Harrisburg it was halted , and detained two

days under arms, in anticipation of an attack on that city by

the rebel cavalry, then raiding on Hagerstown and Cham

bersburg. This force retreating, the regiment proceeded on

its way . Halting a single night at Washington, D. C. , it was

pushed at once to the Union front , south of the James river,

at Suffolk, Va . , which it reached September 13th . From

this time until January 29th , 1863 , the men were occupied

with the usual duties of the soldier in an advanced garris

oned position in the South-picket duty, throwing up in

trenchments, building corduroy roads , burying the victims

of swamp malaria, turning out at midnight for long roll

alarm , usually without cause, but occasionally relieved by a

reconnoisance to the Blackwater, without other result than

blistered feet and swollen limbs.

But on the night of January 29th , 1863 , the monotony

was relieved by a genuine sensation , and the regiment re

ceived its “baptism of fire .” At midnight a large force was

turned out for one of these expeditions. It consisted of

3,500 infantry, made up of Corcoran's brigade and the 130th ,

with two other regiments -- 12 pieces of artillery - and Spear's

cavalry in advance . About 4 o'clock on the morning of the

3oth , at Deserted Farm, midway between Suffolk and the

Blackwater, this force encountered a rebel advance on Suf.

folk under General Roger A. Pryor, consisting of about

2,500 infantry , 14 pieces of artillery, and the proper ratio of

cavalry . Without halting the column, the cavalry, by a

single dash , drove the enemy's pickets back upon the main

body, which was stationed on the far side of an open field

from one-quarter to one-half a mile in width . Into this

open field on the near side our artillery at once debouched,

and opened fire, with the 13th and the other two regiments

of infantry supporting and immediately behind it-Corcoran's

brigade being still further in the rear. For two hours, with

the forces thus disposed , the action was made an artillery

duel .

The cannonade was incessant and terrific. Shot and shell

went plowing through the ranks of the infantry, in rear of

the artillery, with terrible effect. All who have had experience

know that this is the most trying position for infantry

it is the most senseless as well . They are powerless to ren

der any assistance , except to retake what may be lost.

Colonel Gibbs, a veteran of the Mexican war, ventured to

expostulate with Corcoran at the outset against this disposi.

tion and to suggest that the infantry should be posted on the

flanks of the artillery , where they would escape the raking

fire, and where they could repel an assault upon tt, if made.

For his temerity in so doing he was put under arrest by Cor

CHAPTER XXX.

HISTORY OF THE BRILLIANT CAREER OF THE 130TH VOL

UNTEERS, OR FIRST NEW YORK DRAGOONS.

HE month of July, 1862 , will ever be remembered

for the culmination, at Harrison's Landing, of

McClellan's disastrous campaign on the Penin

sula . A gigantic effort had been put forth , and

had resulted in a signal failure.

The call for men to fill up the decimated ranks, and

to create an army adequate to the task of hurling

back the hitherto resistless tide of rebellion , was imperative.

Whole regiments sprang into existence as if by magic .

At this time the 130th New York volunteers was organized .

The regiment was made up of the sturdy yeomanry of Alle

gany, Wyoming and Livingston counties .

At the suggestion of General McClellan Alfred Gibbs (a

classmate at West Point) was made colonel and commandant

by the governor of New York . He brought with him the

experience of twenty years ' service in the regular army.

Thomas J. Thorp and Rufus Scott, who were appointed re
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coran and his sword taken from him. But the wisdom of his

suggestion was soon demonstrated . Corcoran's own brigade,

unused to fire, broke in confusion and disorder, and began

a precipitate retreat . He was himself obliged to leave the

field and join in the effort to rally them . In this he only

partially succeeded .

Meanwhile the fight in front went on without orders or

direction . The confusion and disorder in the rear were

unknown there . Though suffering terrible punishment,

the three infantry regiments remained at their post , firm

as a wall . But what were they to do ? On every hand,

from artillery and infantry officers, was heard the inquiry

" Where's General Corcoran ? " No one knew. Despairing

of a reply , and not knowing what else to do, the artillery be

gan to withdraw from the field. Hastily the bodies of the

dead were piled on to gun carriage, caisson and ammunition

wagon , as they began to file down the road to the rear.

This brought the infantry officers together . The day was

just breaking. Everybody looked the puzzled astonishment

that they felt . “ What does this mean ? What's all this

for ? ” ran from mouth to mouth . No one knew . Were

there orders to retreat ? No one knew of any orders of any

kind—and yet the last of the artillery was filing by . “ This

is a shame ! ” began some one. “ This is a shame ! " echoed

all . “ Let's go on without orders ! let's charge them ! ” The

key note had been struck . “ Let's charge them ! let's charge

them !" went up as from one throat along the whole line .

Everybody knew now just what to do . Quicker than it can

be told here , three regiments in line of battle moved out

from the edge of the wood and charged across the open

field . Who that was there can ever forget it ? Who that

witnessed it will not always remember the thrilling picture

of brave Colonel Gibbs, under arrest as he was , swordless

and horseless , seizing the colors and bearing them, like the

hero that he was , in front of the regiment throughout the

whole of that charge ? From that hour his kingdom in the

regiment was established . There had been doubts, almost

murmurings, but now and henceforth every man in the reg

iment was willing to die for him .

The enemy broke and ran in confusion, leaving many

of their dead on the field . The 130th was at once deployed

as skirmishers and pushed into the woods beyond, where

they soon developed two pieces of artillery and a force of

the enemy covering the retreat . They were forcing them

steadily back amidst a shower of grape and canister, and

were shooting the gunners at their guns, when General

Corcoran arrived on the field and recalled them . After

two hours ' delay, in which were gathered up the remaining

fragments of Corcoran's brigade, the pursuit was resumed,

but without success, only a small rear guard being overtaken .

This engagement established on a firm footing that mutual

confidence between officers and men so essential to success .

Thereafter each felt that they could depend in any emer

gency upon the other. In this engagement the regiment

lost Captain Taylor, Company C, killed , and about 30 men

killed and wounded . Once afterward during the winter the

regiment made a reconnoisance to the Blackwater, and en

gaged in a brisk skirmish across the river, in which it lost

two men killed and several wounded .

April 3d, 1863 , Longstreet in force invested the place.

The 130th was stationed on the South Quay road , upon

which he approached and upon which his main force oper

ated . April 17th a sortie was made by the 130th and two

other regiments, for the purpose of developing the enemy's

strength . The affair was brilliant and successful beyond

expectation . The enemy were driven from their rifle pits and

first line of earthworks and compelled to disclose the main

body of their forces. The greatest difficulty was expe

rienced by the officers in getting the men to retreat . They

were bound to have “ another shot,” and officers were

actually compelled to draw their pistols to force some of

them to retreat to save them from capture. In this sortie

Major Scott was struck in his sword arm by a ball which

sent his sabre flying some feet distant. Picking it up with

his other hand he went on as though nothing had happened.

The loss was only 8 or 10 killed and wounded. May ist

the siege was abandoned and the regiment joined in the

pursuit , but without marked incident. Once again the regi

ment visited the Blackwater, and on its return, June 18th ,

was ordered to the Peninsula. June 19th it accordingly

embarked, and by way of Norfolk reached Yorktown and at

once joined Key's command in the second Peninsula advance

upon Richmond. Nothing occurred specially creditable to

anybody on that advance. No one was allowed to do any

thing. The regiment sustained its part in all the minor and

insignificant engagements, and on being ordered to join the

Army of the Potomac returned to Yorktown July 7th , and

proceeded thence by transport to Washington , and thence by

rail to Frederick city, Maryland, which it reached July 13th ,

after the battle of Gettysburg.

July 19th , by a forced night march , the Army of the Po

tomac was joined at Berlin , and the Pleasant valley traversed

to Warrenton , Va. At this point the regiment was trans

ferred to cavalry, given the title of ist New York Dragoons,

and ordered into drilling camp at Manassas Junction, Va.

Drill was prosecuted incessantly until, late in September, the

regiment was mounted, and after a few days ' mounted drill

resumed active duty .

This was at the time Meade was falling back from the

Rapidan , hotly pursued by Lee . The first duty of the regi

ment was a reconnoisance by three companies through

Thoroughfare Gap into Pleasant valley, October 12th , to as

certain the truth of the report that a large force of the en

emy was advancing through it to repeat the tactics of fall

ing on the Union rear. The reconnoisance pushed through

as far as Salem, demonstrating that no force was there ; at

which point it was recalled and ordered to join the main

army near Catlett's Station , the officer in command to report

to General Meade. He was found leaning against a stump

near Catlett's Station, weary ,worn and haggard . When told by

the officer, in answer to his anxious inquiries, where he had

been and that he found no enemy there, he heaved a sigh of

relief, and said : " You don't know how much I am obliged

to you ; it's a great relief to me."

During the remainder of the retreat to Centreville the

regiment was guarding the approaches on the left flank of

the army, and between it and the enemy. After reaching

Centreville it recrossed Bull Run, on the evening of October

16th , and engaged in a skirmish on its recent camp ground.

On the evening of the 17th of October it again crossed, and

on the plains of Manassas, single handed, charged a rebel

brigade of cavalry and drove them near to Bristoe Station,

with considerable loss in killed and wounded. It was near

sundown when the charge began , and night only put a stop

a
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to the pursuit. The following day the pursuit was resumed,

when the destruction of the Orange and Alexandria railroad

was discovered , up to the point to which the enemy had been

driven the night before.

The pursuit continued without further engagement to the

Rappahannock. After picketing that line for some time

stationed at Morrisville and Bealton , the regiment, Novem

ber 8th , moved with the cavalry column rapidly to White

Sulphur Springs , crossed the Rappahannock, and pushing

rapidly forward attacked the enemy in flank as they were

retreating through Culpepper on the 9th. In this engage

ment the regiment suffered no loss , though inflicting severe

punishment upon the enemy. The following day Culpepper

was occupied , some captures made and the enemy followed

across the Rapidan . Shortly after the regiment went into

camp beyond and near Culpepper, from which point it made

several important reconnoisances, engaging the enemy, in

one of which it captured a signal station on the top of

Slaughter Mountain , and in another of which it pushed up

to within sixty rods of the rebel works at Rapidan Station ,

and engaged the forces in them , developing their full

strength .

November 23d the regiment , with others, moved rapidly

down the river, crossed at Ely's ford , occupied the heights

beyond and raided the country to and beyond Chancellors

ville, covering the operations of Meade at Mine Run. This

position was held until after the withdrawal of Meade. Re

turning to Culpepper, the regiment soon after went into win

ter quarters near Mitchell's Station, and the following winter

was occupied in picketing the Rapidan, with occasional

raids. In one of these, with 140 men of the regiment, to

Sperryville, on the night of January 10th , 1864 , two offi

cers and six men of a Virginia regiment were captured, and

a barbarous practice of shooting pickets was broken up.

May 4th , 1864, the regiment started out on the campaign

of the war. Pursuing its route of the fall before by Ely's

ford to Chancellorsville, it passed thence to the left of

Grant's army, engaged in the Wilderness fight , and on the

afternoon of May 7th attacked the enemy's line on a small

run beyond Todd's Tavern , maintaining the contest until far

into the night against greatly superior numbers . Twice

was the line broken by the desperate efforts of the enemy.

Twice was the front changed and the enemy compelled to

relinquish their temporary advantage. Night found them

pushed, with great loss, far back into the woods towards

Spottsylvania. All night long was spent in burying the

dead . In the morning, while yet the fire from belching car

bines lit up the darkness, the contest was resumed . Steadily

the enemy were forced back until the breastworks, lined with

their infantry, were reached . Here the 5th corps relieved the

cavalry , which at once prepared for new work ; 104 empty

saddles was the result of this engagement.

One day at Aldrich's Tavern to replenish supplies, and

the regiment, with Sheridan's cavalry, pushed for Lee's line

of communications. The evening of May 9th , at the close.

of a hot, sultry, dusty day, found them at Beaver Dam Sta

tion , burning Lee's stock of supplies, capturing several

trains of cars, putting cannon balls through the locomotives

and destroying the track . The next day the column pushed

for Richmond. The ist Dragoons had the rear. Stuart

with his rebel cavalry was hovering on our left Aank and

rear. Twice during the day he charged down on the rear,

and twice he was repulsed with loss . The night's encamp

ment was beyond Squirrel bridge .

The next morning, with the first gray streaks of dawn,

came an attack at the point where the ist Dragoons was

encamped. Leaving horses to be saddled by every fourth

man , the balance seized their arms, and at them . Nothing

stood the impetuosity of their charge, but the enemy yielded

ground stubbornly. Here Major Scott was again wounded,

in the thigh. After driving the enemy far enough to give

the necessary time, the regiment hastily retreated to its

horses, mounted and filed out after the main column, already

or the march, just as the enemy again got in range, and

opened on them , but without effect. The casualties in these

affairs were always slight .

The afternoon found Stuart's cavalry finally ahead of us, or

so nearly so that they commanded the junction of the

old Brock road with the road on which we were advanc

ing, at a point near Hungary or Yellow Tavern . They must

be dislodged . The line forms with the ist Dragoons sup

ported on either side by regular regiments . Stuart's artil

lery takes a commanding position . The plan is to swing to

the left and envelope it . The charge begins. Steadily the

left of the ist Dragoons pushes through a wood up toward the

left of the battery . Now it makes a fence at the farther side

of the wood , where it reaches the gunners at their guns.

Stuart, on a white horse , rides among them and cheers

them on . The bullets are too thick . He starts to retire .

Just as he reaches the skirt of the timber near by, down he

goes ! The artillery are limbering up. Now is the time for

the left to hold possession of the road and cut them off.

They must be there. Run to the left and see ! No regu

lars ! Some one says they stopped a quarter of a mile back,

just after entering the wood. Shame ! But it can't be

helped. We must at them ourselves , boys ! And so, over

the fence, with the enemy in full chase before us. But it's

the artillery escapes. Back over its ground and

over the dying body of Stuart do we push the horde of the

enemy - beyond the road-down the descent toward the dis

tant wood-and there in the edge of that wood, before our

very eyes and almost within our grasp , are their thousands of

led horses. Nothing but the routed rabble between us and

them . As we cross the road a company is deployed at right

angles across it to warn of approach and to push back any

advance down it . What's this we hear ? A shout behind

that sounds above the din . Looking round, the captain

guarding the road with swinging hat waves to return . Halt !

A run back to where he is,and there over the very ground we

have traveled , and coming from where the regulars should

have been, is a rebel line coming steadily forward with am

munition boxes full. Ours are nearly all empty. Even now

we are using our pistols . There's only one thing for it .

Drawing them and stubbornly facing the foe to the rear, we

work our way out by a flank movement , and surrender what

was so nearly and surely ours but for the regulars . We take

position on the flank. Stuart's artillery comes back . Custer

masses his cavalry. A wild hurrah ! A rush as of a whirl

wind , and back he comes with two pieces, while the air rings

with cheers, shouts and music. The enemy withdraw, and

the road to Richmond is open to us . Twenty of our boys

will never take it . They have taken the one to eternity .

It was near night when the action ended. A slow, driz

zling rain set in . The night was inky black , and still the

no use
-

a
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troops moved on toward Richmond, groping their way in

the darkness over the slippery road . Stray , rattling shots

were heard now and then as pickets or outposts were

countered, and before any one seemed to know it , Russell's

bridge across the Chickahominy had been crossed and the

command was inside of the first line of the defenses of

Richmond. The command turns to the left and moves

down the river between the lines . As the day dawns tor

pedoes begin to explode under the tread of the troops, and

soon the advance is engaged with the second line of de

fenses . An effort to recross the iver at Meadow Bridge

discloses Stuart's cavalry on the opposite side disputing

the passage . The situation is critical—the enemy in large

force in front, the enemy and the river in the rear. While

the attack in front is kept up a division is massed to force

the passage at Meadow Bridge . A hot dismounted fight

for the control of the bridge ends with Sheridan's troops in

possession and occupying the opposite bank . The bridge

is repaired . The ist New York Dragoons crosses in the

advance and charges the enemy, who fly in every direction .

This opens the road to Mechanicsville , whither the ist

Dragoons leads and the whole command follows. It is now

noon , and pickets are put out in all directions during the

bivouac for dinner. This done, and the advance resumes

the march to the left in the direction of Cold Harbor. The

brigade to which the ist Dragoons is attached takes the

lead . The regiment itself, delayed in drawing in its pickets,

is pushing rapidly by the moving column to overtake the

advance. The rattle of musketry opens in front. An or

derly comes galloping down with orders for the ist Dra

goons to hurry up. At a gallop they go to the front . As

they get abreast of the battery, standing in column on the

road in front of a farm house, the balance of the brigade

comes piling back upon the battery in wild confusion,closely

followed by the exultant foe . Already the bullets are flying

thick about the artillery. The battery seems doomed .

Valor alone will save it . As the head of the ist Dragoons

gets abreast of the battery Colonel Thorp , who is in com

mand, shouts the order, “ Forward into line ! Prepare to

fight on foot !" At a gallop they go forward into line, each

man numbered for fighting on foot leaping from his saddle

as he reaches the line, and forward at a run , firing as he

runs . In ten minutes the enemy are in full flight and fifty

prisoners are taken-nearly all of them found behind the

intrenchments thrown up by the enemy in the Peninsula

campaign of 1862 .

Not a man was lost . A few horses were killed, among

them Major Scott's, which was shot under him just as he en

tered the wood. The enemy were pushed back far enough

to uncover the main body of Stuart's cavalry moving to the

right . Later on , the advance was turned in the same direc .

tion , and night found the encampment at Gaines Mills.

No more was seen of Stuart's cavalry on this raid . The

following day Sheridan's command moved to near Bottom's

Bridge, and thence in the two following days it crossed by

way of White Oak Swamp, and, over the familiar and histori

cal grounds of two years before, reached Malvern Hill,

whence it received supplies from Haxall's Landing. From

Malvern Hill on May 16th the force witnessed Butler's bat

tle south of the James, in his effort to break fom Bermuda

Hundred

Two days for supplies, and rest for jaded horses and worse

jaded men, and we are off again to rejoin the Army of the

Potomac . Without incident worthy of note on the route,

we meet it on the 24th at Polecat on its race with Lee to

reach Richmond. Wheeling about we take the advance

again , and at daylight on the morning of the 26th , dash

across the Pamunkey at Hanover Town, and during that

and the next day drive the enemy some distance beyond

Hawes's Shop. On the 28th a large rebel force attempts to

dislodge this advance, and attacks with such impetuosity

that the fight really opens from General Gregg's headquar

ters . Then ensues for hours one of the most hotly con

tested fights of the war. Flanking forces are sent to the

right , in the advance of which is the ist Dragoons . They

are met with a shower of grape and canister from a battery

across a deep and seemingly impassable gulf. Instantly they

turn it to their advantage by dismounting , sending horses to

to rear, and plunging into it , out of harm's way . It is better

than a breastwork. The guns can not be depressed to reach

them, and charging up the opposite bank, the enemy all too

quick take to flight. Turning to the left and falling upon the

remaining force , the enemy precipitately abandon the field

and their dead . During the night the infantry occupy the po

sition taken by the cavalry, and the following day the cavalry

move to the left .

On the 30th they again encounter the enemy at Old

Church , and in a charge by Custer's brigade and the ist

Dragoons drive them back with considerable loss on Cold

Harbor, before which our forces encamp for the night .

The next day the contest is resumed for the possession of

that point. During the night the enemy throw up a for

midable line of earthworks, and behind these await the at

tack . The forenoon is spent in heavy skirmishing and

manæuvring for advantageous positions. The enemymean

while receive large reinforcements, as is evident by the

clouds of dust rising behind their earthworks. In the after

noon the hour of assault comes . It is made directly in

front, openly, boldly and with full notice . The route of

the ist Dragoons is over an open field, billowed with swells

and troughs. From cover to cover of these troughs they

charge through showers of bullets, halting at each for a

fresh start. In this way they reach the last trough , within

five rods of the works . Here they pause and make extra

preparations for the final assault . Every carbine is charged to

the full —every muscle is ready for the word . With a shout

they rise the crest and rush for the works . Instantly the

works are wreathed in smoke and the air is literally blue

with flying lead . Within twenty feet of the rebel line they

press, with ranks thinning at every step . Here Major

Scott is struck . One -third of the line officers are wounded.

It is more than poor human nature can bear. Involuntarily

the men crowd to one or the other side to avoid the hail,

that seems to them thickest where they are . It's no use

it is everywhere. No appeals can hold them . This force

can never take this line . They see it , and doggedly they

fall back to their cover, and open a straggling fire from

there. The general witnesses the scene . He sees the

needs of the hour. The next that is heard is on the left

the eternal bugle advance of Custer. He gallops to Major

Scott, who is on the left , and who points out what seems to

him the weak spot in their line, still further to the left .

Quicker than thought, “ Wait five minutes, major, and you

will hear from me," and he darts across the road through a
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volley of balls. True to his word , in five minutes the

charge sounds on our left, his line sweeps up with ours ,

and together they once more rise the crest and charge for

ward ! Again that wreath in our front-again that leaden air ;

but this time it is of short duration . Custer has struck the

weak point in their line , and doubling it back sends his bullets

raking down the enenıy's line . The fre in our front slackens ,

and with a bound the men leap on to the works as the enemy

run from them in the wildest confusion , and the day is ours .

Then we know that we have routed from their breastworks

Hoke's division of infantry, and on counting up we find that

we have captured 300 of the men who captured the 85th N Y.

at Plymouth. We mourned the heavy loss of brave com

rades, about sixty of whom had fallen , but there was joy

nevertheless.

The next forenoon against desperate and repeated assaults,

the ist Dragoons held the ground , nor surrendered a foot .

Relieved about noon by the 6th corps the regiment moved

to near Bottom's Bridge, and remained two days . Then to

Old Church and then to Trevillian Station , where on the 11th

and 12th of June it was again hotly engaged, and where Col

onel Thorp in the thick of the fight was wounded and taken

prisoner. Returning, it crossed the James with the main

army, and enjoyed some rest until July 26th . On the after

noon and evening of that day , with other cavalry, the regi

ment crossed the Appomattox at Point of Rocks,and march

ing all night crossed the James in the early morning at Jones

Neck ; and passing round to the right of the intantry on the

afternoon of the 27th , it charged a force of the enemy at

Darbytown , obtaining possession of the New Market road ,

and driving the enemy back for miles . The following day

Wilcox's rebel division attempts to dislodge the Union force

and recover the position . Hawes's Shop is repeated. The

enemy gain a temporary advantage only to be repulsed in

the end with terrible slaughter. A squadron of the 1st Dra

goons makes the charge on the first day, General Wade

Hampton and staff barely escaping capture by them ; and on

the second day the regiment maintains the only unbroken

portion of the line, repulsing repeated assaults. On the

evening of the 28th the regiment recrosses the James, and

the following evening returns to its position with the army

at Petersburg, passing down the line on the morning of the

3oth , just as the colored troops are returning from the

charge after the mine explosion.

August ist the regiment is ordered to the Shenandoah

valley . Embarking on transports at City Point , two days

later the men land at Giesboro Point , and thence marching,

August 7th finds them at Hall Town , above Harper's Fer

ry, in the valley . August 8th a reconnoisance is made to

Shepardstown , returning during the night. August 9th the

ist Dragoons moves with other cavalry up the valley to aid in

operations against Early . Turning to the left at Berryville

on the roth it takes part in an encounter with the enemy at

White Post, charging a rebel force from behind a stone wall

in most brilliant style , making important captures with but

slight loss on our side . On the with it is sent out to reach

Newtown or demonstrate the presence of Early's forces at

that point . Within half a mile from Newtown, and five

miles away from the main body , it encounters both his in

fantry and cavalry , and for an hour and a half , unaided,

maintains the fiercest and most desperate contest , never

yielding an inch of ground, but gallantly maintaining its

position until the arrival of the main force, too late for op

erations on that day. In this engagement Major Scott was

again severely wounded ,and the regiment lost heavily . Dur

ing the night the enemy withdrew , and the hospital records

found in their abandoned camp contained a list of wounded

in the previous day's action from thirty - three different regi

ments . The two following days the regiment joined in the

pursuit to Strasburg and returned down the valley, when

the pursuit ended . Again at Smithfield and Kearnstown, on

the 25th , 26th and 28th of August, the regiment is hotly en

gaged and loses heavily-brave Lieutenant Alford being

killed and many officers wounded. On the last named day

it is forced , with Custer, to cross the river at Shepardstown ,

and passing down recross at Harper's Ferry .

September 19th it takes a conspicuous part in the battle

of Opequan, charging the enemy's infantry after routing

their cavalry, capturing twice its number of prisoners and

three battle flags. Here the gallant Captain Thorpe is

killed in the charge upon the enemy's cavalry . The loss in

the regiment, however, is not severe. The three following

days are a continuous skirmish and picket in the pursuit .

On the 22nd Early is dislodged just at nightfall , or late in

the day , from Fisher's Hill ; and the following night, in

pitch darkness, the 1st Dragoons has the advance in follow

ing his retreat . Two pieces of artillery are covering it , and

the night is a succession of belching guns placed in position ,

followed by slow , cautious approach to dislodge them . Pass

ing througl: Woodstock late in the night , morning finds the

ist Dragoons at Edinburg. All day the pursuit continues,

and as the sun is sinking the advance encounters the enemy

turned at bay at Mount Jackson .

Morning finds the enemy posted on the high bluffs, across

the river and flats beyond the town , with their cavalry oc

cupying the open fields and hillside across the river to the

left . Against this cavalry the ist Dragoons is sent. Cross

ing the river by ford and gaining the open country beyond ,

they charge at once . The cavalry stand but for a moment,

and then break and retire by various roads through broken

timber. The flank of the enemy's main force is exposed ,

and the assailants pushing for that, they abandon their

position and continue the retreat , with our cavalry hovering

close on their rear and compelling them to make frequent

stands to save their trains . Beyond New Market old Roache

Mane - the favorite campaign horse of Colonel Thorp and

Major Scott , and the favorite of the regiment as well , is shot

under Major Scott .

The following night the enemy makes good his escape .

The next day pursuit continues to Harrionsburg and thence

to the left toward Port Republic, and the next (September

26th the ist Dragoons, again in advance , attacks the enemy

between Port Republic and Brown's Gap . Again a sharp

engagement takes place . Major Scott is again severely

wounded , and after considerable loss the enemy is found in

a position from which he cannot be dislodged and our

forces retire across the river. Then follows the laying waste

of the valley on the return . October 9th , at Tom's Brook ,

the ist Dragoons takes part in turning upon Early's cavalry

and capturing their trains and artillery.

Settling down near Middletown quiet again comes, with

only picket and scout duty and minor incidents until Oc

tober 19th . In the battle of Cedar Creek the ist Dragoons

more than sustained its reputation . During all the demor
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same .

alized portion of that day it maintained its organization in

tact , and contributed largely to stay the tide and restore the

order of battle . When the final charge came it loaded itself

with honors and with captures. This practically closed a

six months period of constant, unremitting, active service

and hardship such as fell to the lot of few regiments in the

army.

In November the regiment participated in an expedition

to Loudon Valley , which was by common consent styled the

“ Bull raid ," from the nature of the captures made.

In December it constituted a portion of the force which

advanced from Winchester on Gordonsville, and just at night

on the 22nd of December, at Liberty Mills, the ist Dragoons

made a gallant charge and captured two pieces of artillery

and about 30 prisoners. The regiment suffered greatly from

the intense cold on this raid , many of them having their feet

frozen .

After a brief stay at Lovettsville, Va . , on the 24th of Feb

ruary, 1865 , the brigade was again ordered to take the field .

Sheridan left Winchester with 10,000 cavalry, including the

ist New York Dragoons, and arrived at Staunton in four

days, defeated and captured the remnants of Early's forces

at Waynesboro, crossed the Blue Ridge at Rock Fish Gap,

turned and destroyed the Virginia Central Railroad from

Frederick's Hall to Beaver Dam , won a victory at Five

Forks April ist , and pursued his movements until April 9th ,

when Lee and his entire army surrendered , and the war was

brought to a close .

During the services of the gallant regiment whose history

has here been given , it captured 1,533 prisoners, 19 pieces of

artillery, 21 caissons, 240 artillery horses,40 army wagons and

ambulances, 160 animals of draught and 4 battle flags . It

lost in killed 4 officers and 155 enlisted men , and in wounded

24 officers and 204 enlisted men . One officer and 80 en

listed men died of disease .

Thomas J. Thorp, lieutenant-colonel of the regiment ,

graduated at Union College about the time of the outbreak

of the Rebellion . Young, talented , ardent and enthusiastic,

he at once engaged in the work of organizing a command

for the war, and when the 85th New York took the field, he

accompanied that regiment as captain of Company E.

A master in drill and discipline, he brought the company to

the highest state of efficiency, and was conspicuous for gal

lantry and courage throughout the service of that regiment

in the Peninsula campaign. At Fair Oaks, May 31st, 1862 ,

in the front of that heroic struggle, he was wounded in the

leg, but, determined not to give up, his indomitable spirit

carried him through the subsequent seven days fight and

retreat to Harrison's Landing, where, weak from exhaustion

and worn out with constant duty, he became a victim of the

prevalent malarial fever and was furloughed home to regain

his health . Here his recognized merit and fitness for the po

sition of field officer of the 13th New York, then organiz

ing in the Senatorial district , at once directed the attention

of the Senatorial committee to him , and he was by common

consent chosen for the position of lieutenant-colonel . The

wisdom of that choice was abundantly demonstrated in the

subsequent history of the regiment.

Rufus Scott, major of the regiment, who now resides in

Belmont , first enlisted as a private in Company B of the 23d ,

refusing all offers of position until he had acquired some

experience in war. He remained with this regiment until

September 6th , when he was sent home on leave to assist in

organizing the 85th regiment, and to take a captaincy in the

He recruited largely for Companies C, D and I of

that regiment . Differences arising between him and the field

officers , he declined a position in the regiment, and Decem

ber 3d , 1861 , he returned to his old company and shouldered

his musket again , and was in the advance on Manassas in

the spring of 1862. Upon returning and learning that the

85th regiment had been ordered to the Peninsula, private

Scott procured a two days ' leave of absence to visit his

friends. While on board the transport for that purpose, she

loosed her moorings , and he was taken to Fortress Monroe.

Unable to join his regiment, which remained idle in the mean

time , he made the Peninsula campaign as an independent

corps , subsisting on his friends in the regiment. He partic

ipated in nearly every engagement of that campaign. May

24th , 1862 , he was arrested as a deserter, but was immediate

ly released after an interview with the general in command

of the brigade . He was severely wounded in the leg at Fair

Oaks . From the hospital he rejoined his regiment, August

10th , and August 15th was detailed on recruiting service.

On reaching home, August 22nd, he was informed that he

had been commissioned major of the 130th New York

volunteers. He accompanied the regiment as such officer.

December 24th , 1864, he was made lieutenant-colonel, and

March 13th , 1865 , was breveted brigadier-general for gal

lant and meritorious services , having been in actions in which

he was wounded five times, four times severely. January

10th , 1866, the President appointed him captain in the regu

lar cavalry , but he declined the appointment.

The members of the 13oth were almost all enrolled in the

first half of August, 1862 , a very few in the latter part of

July and one or two in the latter part of August. The field

and staff officers from Allegany county were as follows :

Lieutenant-colonel, Thomas J. Thorp, Almond, appointed

August 27 , 1862 , wounded five times, promoted colonel

March 1 , 1865 ; major, Rufus Scott , Friendship , appointed

August 27 , 1862 , promoted lieutenant -colonel March 1 , 1865 ;

quartermaster sergeant , John W. Bonnond, Angelica ; hos

pital steward , Adelbert J. Worden , Belfast .

COMPANY C.

The men from Allegany in the company were Second

Lieutenant Joseph N. Flint , appointed first lieutenant of

Company Gin Feb., 1865 ; Corporal Frank M. Smith ,

Friendship , and the following

PRIVATES :

Silas Armstrong, Oramel, killed June 11 , 1864 ; Daniel

Chandler, Oramel ; Austin M. Drock, Oramel, wounded

April 17 , 1863 ; Lewis Page, Oramel, promoted sergeant,

wounded June 12 , 1864 ; Matthias Rafter, Belfast, wounded

April 17 , 1863 ; Julius R. Ford , Rushford ; Amos Hopkins,

Centreville ; Nathan E. Heald, Rushford ; George H. Kim

ball , Centreville ; Anson T. Lawton, Rushford ; John Moores ,

Centreville ; Velorous Swift and Dwight Scott, Rushford ;

Randall Taylor, Richard Vename and Wilbur S. Wight,

Centreville ; Warren D. Withey and Elijah Bishop, Rushford ;

Hector A. Arnold , West Almond ; Richard Hall , Ward ;

George W. Haynes, Scio ; Henry Kelly, Oramel ; Leroy

Lowe, Angelica ; Dewitt Page, Belfast .
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COMPANY E.

OFFICERS.

Captain, Wheeler Hakes, Wellsville, wounded once, re

signed Dec. 5 , 1864 ; first lieutenant, Samuel F. Randolph , dis

missed June 15,1863 ; second lieutenant , George B. Yeomans,

Wellsville, appointed Oct. 1 , 1863 , promoted R. C. S. Jan.

1 , 1864 ; second lieutenant, James G. Crittenden , Hallsport ,

promoted from first sergeant, wounded at Smithfield ; first

sergeant, Leander S. Callaghan , Wellsville, promoted second

lieutenant Dec. 4, 1862 , first lieutenant June 15 , 1863 , cap

tain Feb. 9 , 1865 ; second sergeant, B. C. Smith , Andover,

transferred to veteran reserve corps ; third , Jesse B. Hulbert,

Independence, killed June 11 , 1864 ; fourth , Leroy Green ,

Andover, killed May 7 , 1864 ; fifth , William W. Tadder,

Independence, promoted first lieutenant Feb. 9, 1865 , írom

first sergeant ; first corporal , Charles Walsh , Wellsville ,

promoted second lieutenant Feb. 9, 1865 , from commissary

sergeant ; second , Norman H. Wood, Wellsville, promoted

sergeant ; third , Loring H. Cole , Andover ; fourth , Stephen

S. Austin , Wellsville, killed Sept. 19, 1864 ; fifth , Jared L

Ainsworth , Independence, promoted sergeant ; sixth , James

G. Crittenden , Independence, wounded once , promoted

second lieutenant June 15 , 1862 , from first sergeant , resigned

Dec. 5 , 1864 ; seventh , Delos D. Remington, Andover,

transferred to veteran reserve corps ; eighth ,Robert C. Ware,

Andover, killed May 7 , 1864.

Wellsville ; Orson Kenyon , Independence, died Sept. 18 ,

1862 ; Jason B. Kaple, Andover, killed Sept. 19, 1864 ; Wil

liam H. Lewis, Independence ; Theodore Livermore, An

dover ; Horner D. Wells and Benjamin McElheny, Wellsville ;

Leroy D. McCurdy, Independence, promoted sergeant ;

Charles J. Mather, Independence, promoted corporal ; Har

mon H. Mason, Independence, transferred ; George L. Mor

gan , Independence ; Benjamin F. Meserva, Orville Proctor,

Joseph Rhinehuls , Albert Rose, William T. Rider and

Henry Reynolds, Wellsville ; Harden Randall , Wellsville ,

transferred ; Abijah Randall,Wellsville, transferred ;Van Rens

selaer Rider, Wellsville , promoted sergeant ; Robert J. Rider,

Wellsville, promoted sergeant ; Jerome P. Remington, Inde

pendence ; Oscar Remington, Andover ; Lorenzo D. Straight,

Wellsville ; William E. Smith , Independence, promoted ser

geant ; John Smock , Independence; Willard Stebbins, Inde

pendence, wounded at Deep Bottom ; D. Tompkins, Wells

ville ; S. J. Tallman , Wellsville , killed June 12 , 1864 ; Myron

Tanner, Andover; Daniel S. Wright and David Wright, jr. ,

Wellsville ; Francis M. Wood, Independence ; Almanzo Wiley

and George Wiley , Independence ; Aaron 0. Young, In

dependence, promoted sergeant , killed June 12 , 1864 ;

Chauncey L. Alderman and Amby H. Alderman , Rushford ;

Erwin D. Blackman , Andover .

COMPANY F.

OFFICERS.

PRIVATES.

Second sergeant, Charles B. Alford , Oramel, promoted

first lieutenant Jan. 1 , 1864, killed at Smithfield , Va. , Aug.

29 , 1864 ; fourth , William M. King, Hume ; fifth , Ephraim

R. U. Rigdon , Oramel ; sergeants-Elias B. Coats, Friend

ship , and Aaron Van Nostrand , Short Tract (died Nov. 20 ,

1862) ; first corporal , Lewis Gleason, Oramel, died , Dec. 5 ,

1862 ; second , Isaac N. Van Nostrand , Oramel ; third , Don A.

Blanchard , Centreville ; fourth , Charles S. Daniels, Hume ;

fifth , Thomas M. Foster , Oramel, promoted first sergeant ,

died of wounds received April 2 , 1865 ; sixth , Clarence L.

Cudebec, Oramel , promoted sergeant ; seventh , Charles L.

Ford , Oramel ; corporals , John W. Eldridge, Friendship,

killed at Trevillian ; Clarence B. Hatch, Friendship , and

John Hunt, Angelica.

PRIVATES .

Rufus H. Abbey, Wellsville ; Andrew J. Barlow , Wellsville,

wounded May 8 , 1864 ; Frederick Bearman , Wellsville ,

dschd ; Adelbert S. Brown, Francis M. Bassett and Alburtus

Burr, Independence ; Edwin A. Burr, East Rushford ; Levi

Baker, Andover; Charles Buzzard , Independence, trans

ferred ; William H. Clark, Wellsville, wounded May 7 , 1864 ;

Aurelius H. Cobb , Independence, promoted sergeant ; Alburn

Crandall , Independence , promoted corporal , transferred to

veteran reserve corps, wounded ; James T. Covell, Independ

ence, promoted corporal Oct. 17 , 1863 ; Carlton F. Cline,

Independence, promoted sergeant ; Heber Coats, Independ

ence, killed at Suffolk ; Stephen E. Clark, Independence,

killed Sept. 24, 1862 ; Hiram 0. Chapin , Independence ;

Albert H. Clark , Andover, wounded May 7 , 1864 ;

Eldon H. Chase and William E. Callen , Andover ; Or

ville G. Clark, Independence ; George Coats , Independence,

wounded at Yellow Tavern ; Levi W. Dibble , Wellsville ;

John Donnelly, Independence ; Lewis W. Dodge and Jared

G. Deming, Andover ; Welcome H. Evans, Independence;

Marcus L. Finch , Wellsville, Royal B. Ferguson , Wellsville ,

transferred ; Francis M. Fish , Independence, promoted cor

poral ; Ransom Fish , Independence, promoted corporal ;

Anthony B. Graves, Independence ; Duane Gray, Amasa L.

Gray and Henry T. Graves, Wellsville ; Daniel T. Graves

and Daniel W. Green, Andover ; Levi D. Green and Marvin

W. Green, Wellsville ; Elias Horton, jr. , Independence, pro

moted second lieutenant Aug. 16 , 1862 , resigned Dec. 3 ,

1862 ; Samuel Hall and Joseph V. R. Hall , Independence ;

Nelson Hooker, Independence, wounded June 12 , 1864 , and

dschd ; Johnson W. Houghtaling, Independence, killed Oct.

23, 1863 ; Raswin Hardy and John Howe, Andover ; Abraham

P. Jewell and Ulysses Jeffries, Wellsville ; William Jeffries,

Warren W. Atherton , Oramel , killed at Cold Harbor ;

John S. Blanchard , Centreville ; Erwin M. Botsford, Fillmore ;

Oliver Barnard, Hume, killed at Cold Harbor ; Martin V.

Babcock, Hume, killed at Cold Harbor ; Ebenezer A.

Bean , Centreville, transferred to veteran reserve corps ;

George W. Babcock , Hume ; Joseph Butterfield , Centre

ville, promoted to corporal ; Gilbert G. Babcock, Oramel ,

promoted to corporal ; Addison Caldwell , Hume, died

Nov. 4 , 1862 ; Romanzo Crawford , Centreville ; U. E.

Crane, Hume, transferred to veteran reserve corps ; John

P. Chase, Oarmel, died Dec. 3 , 1862 ; Marcello Drock,

Oramel ; William C. Daniels , Oramel, promoted corporal,

killed at Port Republic ; Darwin Ellis , Centreville, killed at

Hungary ; Alonzo Elmer, Hume, wounded April 2 , 1865 ;

Chauncey J. Fox, Centreville, promoted corporal ; John R.

Fix and Charles M. Tuller, Oramel ; Henry Griffith , Hume,

deserter ; Charles Grover and Albert D. Goodrich , Hume ;



COMPANIES F, G AND H, FIRST DRAGOONS. 129

COMPANY G.

OFFICERS.

Alva Hamlin, Hume, transferred to veteran reserve corps ;

John B. Hoes, Oramel, promoted sergeant ; George Hills ,

Oramel , deserter ; Hiram Hall , Oramel ; Charles Jennings,

Oramel, died Nov. 14, 1862 ; Ferris E. Kendall, Centreville,

died in April, 1865 : John Kinney, Hume ; William A.

Knowlton , Oramel, promoted corporal; Robert W. King,

promoted sergeant ; Reuben Learn , Centreville , promoted

sergeant; Franklin G. Lockwood, Oramel, transferred to

veteran reserve corps ; Delos Myers and William W. Mer

chant, Hume ; George Morse, wounded Sept. 19 , 1864 ; Ezra

Marion , Oramel, promoted sergeant ; Henry P. Neilan ,

Hume, promoted sergeant, transferred to veteran reverse

corps ; Harvey Osborn , Hume ; Thomas Pendergast, Hume,

promoted corporal, killed at Manassas ; Emerson M. Parker,

Oramel, killed at Smithfield ; William G. Petrie, Oramel,

transferred to veteran reserve corps ; Ambert F. Quinton ,

Oramel, wounded at Todd's Tavern ; Elijah Rhoades, Hume ;

George W. Race, Oramel ; Charles E. Snell , Hume ; Samuel

Smith , Hume, promoted corporal ; John Shoots , Hume,

died April 18, 1863 ; George Shepherd , discharged ; John M.

Stickle, promoted corporal , died July 4 , 1864, of wounds ;

Judson Stickle, Centreville ; Albert T. Sissem , Oramel ;

Nelson N. Seaton, Oramel, taken prisoner Aug. 19, 1864 ;

Riley N. Utter , Oramel ; Bryson Vaname, Centreville ; Robert

Vallance, Centreville, died Dec. 3 , 1862 ; Edwin Wight,

Hume, killed at Manassas Junction ; James H. Weaver,

Centreville, promoted corporal ; Aaron Waters, Oramel,

transferred to veteran reserve corps ; Adelbert J. Worden ,

Oramel , transferred to non -commissioned staff ; William J.

Wolsey, promoted sergeant ; Stephen P. Boss, Short Tract ;

Jacob S. Clement , Caneadea; Matchi Crawford, Belfast;

Joel Clark , Short Tract ; Amos H. Gager, Oramel ; T. B. Her

kimer, W. E. Herkimer, Erwin Herkimer, W. H. Leake and

Albert R. Leake, Belfast ; Charles Lewis , Oramel ; John E.

McIntosh, Allen Center ; Lyman Stanton and Charles E.

Shuart, Belfast ; George W. Van Kuren , Belmont ; Henry

C. Windsor, Belfast ; John H. Yager, Fillmore ; George

Morse, Fillmore, wounded Sept. 19 , 1864 ; Stewart A.

Vaughan , Short Tract ; Alfred H. Waters, Belmont ; Orlando

T. Carmen, Belvidere ; Albert J. Dake, Oramel ; Harvey

Graham, Friendship ; Oliver J. Hopkins and Sanford C. Hor

ton, Fillmore ; Willard Kelly, Belfast ; John Manning, An

gelica ; Robert McCracken, Birdsall Center ; Dana Mathews ,

Friendship ; James Roberts , Oramel ; William W. Sandborn,

Belfast ; Squire M. Strong, Friendship ; Albert Burlingame ,

Belfast ; Romanzo Crawford, Centreville ; George Denio ,

Oramel ; Eaton Kinney, Belfast ; Alvin W. Lindsley, Friend

ship ; Frank C. Luther, Caneadea ; Lucien B. Scott, Friend

ship ; William H. Sibbald , Short Tract ; Amos P. Vaughan ,

Fillmore ; Leonard Aldric, Belfast, wounded at Deserted

House, transferred to veteran reserve corps ; Philip O. Mar

vin , Oramel , transferred to veteran reserve corps ; Joshua

Barney, Oramel, died Nov. 19, 1865 ; John Dory, Short

Tract, died Feb. 26, 1865 ; Peter Fox, Oramel, killed at

Todd's Tavern ; James McCarthy, Little Genesee, killed at

Trevillian ; David Ott, Caneadea Station , died July 25 ,

1863 ; Barney Riley, Oramel, died Aug. 11 , 1864 ; Anson H.

Spencer Hume, died Jan. 5 , 1863 ; Jefferson Scott, Friend

ship, died of wounds received May 31 , 1864 ; Charles H.

Sortore , Belmont, died ; Lyman Spenser, Allen Center , died

Jan. 2 , 1865 ; Charles C. Steenrod , Friendship , killed at

Todd's Tavern.

First sergeant , Alonzo W. Chamberlain , Angelica, ap

pointed second lieutenant Oct. 9 , 1862 , first lieutenant Aug.

12 , 1863 , captain in Feb. , 1865 ; third corporal , Benjamin

Shute, Angelica, transferred to veteran reserve corps ; fifth ,

Simeon Bennett, Granger ; seventh , Albert D. Vanderpoel ,

Angelica.

PRIVATES.

George D. Benedict, Angelica, died of wounds received

at Todd's Tavern ; John W. Barnard and Barber O. Bur

dick, Angelica ; C. L. Burdick, Angelica, died April 7 , 1864 ;

Calvin Buckley, Angelica , wounded at Trevillian Station ;

Alexander Cashore, Angelica ; Horace E. Dudley, Angelica ,

transferred to veteran reserve corps ; Charles G. Davis, An

gelica, wounded at Cold Harbor, Va.; James L. Fuller, An

gelica, promoted sergeant ; Luther Farnum, died Dec. 18,

1862 ; Ambrose P. Green , Angelica, promoted corporal, killed

at Trevillian Station ; Joseph L. Gardner, Angelica ; Jacob

H. Gunn, Angelica, transferred to the navy ; William Hul

burt, Angelica, wounded at Todd's Tavern ; Alexander

Kinghorn , killed at Cold Harbor; John Lilly and Lyman S.

Deming, Angelica , David B. Abbey, Angelica, wounded at

Cold Harbor ; Benjamin A. Ames, John N. Deming and

Hartly Grummond, Angelica ; Marcus Horner, Angelica,

wounded at Sailors ' Creek ; Aaron Lilly, Angelica, promoted

corporal, wounded at Gordonsville ; Ithamer S. Moore, An

gelica ; John A. Newville , Angelica, promoted corporal ,

wounded at Yellow Tavern ; Van R. Newville, George A.

Peavey, Leonard Palmer, Moses Ogden, Richard Ragan

and Daniel B. Shaw, Angelica ; Martin W. Snyder, Allen,

killed at Shepardstown ; George Thornton , Angelica, pro

moted corporal ; James Thornton, Angelica, promoted ser

geant ; John Watts, Angelica ; Daniel H. Willis, wounded at

Five Forks ; Arunah F. Willis and Theodore M. Walker,

Angelica ; Robert Y. Charles, Angelica, promoted corporal ,

wounded at Cold Harbor, Va.; Robert M. McDaniels and

Charles H. Porter, Angelica ; Jehial Abbey, Angelica,

wounded at Middletown ; John H. Charles, Angelica, pro

moted sergeant, wounded and died at Five Forks.

COMPANY H.

OFFICERS.

First sergeant , Allen O. Abbott, Birdsall, promoted second

lieutenant Sept. 1 , 1863, resigned May 10 , 1865 ; second,

Henry G. West, Almond, promoted second lieutenant May

10, 1865 ; third, Nathan Bradley , Oramel , taken prisoner Oct.

19, 1863 ; fourth , Alonzo D. Barrett , Amity ; fifth , Ira C. Tra

vis, Almond ; sergeants,Vernon M. Babbitt , Scio ; Second cor

poral , Wilbur F. McGibney, West Almond, transferred to

veteran reserve corps ; third, Alonzo B. Woodard, Almond,

wounded Jan. 30, 1863 ; fourth , Harrison W. Green, Alfred ,

promoted sergeant, taken prisoner, was in Libby and Dans

ville prisons ; sixth , Lyman Z. Whitney, Burns ; seventh,

George Dean, West Almond ; eighth , Harrison H. Mason,

Belmont ; corporal, Edmund Sortore, Belmont.

PRIVATES.

Abram Blauvelt and Charles H. Barber, Almond ; Thomp

son Burdick, Almond, killed at Trevillian ; John P. Bogar

dus, Birdsall , died Nov. 22 , 1862 ; Martin V. Barber, Almond ,
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OFFICERS.

Third sergeant Seth H. Weed, Grove, killed at Todd's

Tavern ; Fourth Sergeant Joseph N. Flint , Burns; Third Cor

poral Edward L. Gilbert, Burns ; Corporal John K. Bar

rager, Canaseraga , died at Old Church ; Corporal William

Smith , Ossian , died July 17 , 1864 , of wounds; Corporal

Godfred C. Smith, Grove.

PRIVATES.

discharged in 1865 , was wounded in the battle of the Wil

derness ; Orastus Ball, Grove ; William B. Bower, Ward ;

Robert Bennett, Oramel; James W. Barrett, Belmont; David

F. Burt, Amity, transferred to veteran reserve corps ; Lucius

P. Crandall and Alanson B. Crandall, Almond; Rufus J.

Collins, Ward ; James R. Crandall, Almond, promoted ser

geant ; David M. Cox, Birdsall , taken prisoner May 7 , 1864 ;

James F. Cilley , Birdsall ; James L. Davis, Oramel, trans

ferred to veteran reserve corps; Orlo D. Emerson , Alfred ,

taken prisoner May 7 , 1864 ; Joseph N. Forbes, Alfred ;

Michael Gardner, Ward, promoted corporal ; Henry P.

Green , West Almond, promoted sergeant ; John R. Hamp

hill , Alfred ; Daniel Hall , Ward ; George L. Helm , Birdsall ,

promoted corporal ; Charles Hall , Ward, taken prisoner

May 7 , 1864 ; William M. Hunt, Alfred ; Samuel M. Kline,

Almond , died at Andersonville, Ga.; Martin Karr, Almond,

wounded at Todd's Tavern ; George E. King, Almond, pro

moted sergeant, transferred to veteran reserve corps ; Wil

liam T. Lee, Almond ; Ebenezer W. Lowe, Almond , pro

moted corporal; Isaac M. Langworthy, Almond, promoted

corporal , was in Salisbury prison ; George Merrill , Birdsall ;

John R. Millard , Almond; Henry H. McGibney, West Al

mond, transferred to veteran reserve corps ; Nelson Proper,

Alfred , died Nov. 26 , 1862 ; Benjamin F. T. Place, Alfred ,

wounded Aug. 11 , 1864 ; William O. Place, Almond; George S.

Parsons, Almond, died Dec. 18, 1864 ; Reuben S. Potter, Al

fred , wounded at Todd's Tavern ; William H. Prior, Almond,

Augustus K. Ryno, Almond, promoted sergeant ; Silas

Reed, Almond, died Nov. 9, 1863 ; Elisha Rose, Almond ,

died Nov. 1 , 1863 ; Richard Southworth, Ward, killed at

Smithfield ; Ethan M. Stillman , Almond; Ira Sayles, Wells

ville , promoted first lieutenant Aug. 28, 1862 , captain Sept.

25 , 1862 ; Richard G. Smith, Wellsville , promoted corporal;

Gideon D. Stockwell , Birdsall; Henry Sawyer, West Almond;

David Sabin , Oramel , transferred to veteran

corps; Andrew J. Satterlee, Alfred ; William H. Tucker and

Thomas S. Tefft, Almond; Sidney G. Treadway, Belmont;

George T. Underhill and Frederick W. Van Curen , Oramel;

Leroy Witter, Almond ; George W. Westcott , Alfred ;

Albert R. Whitney, Almond , taken prisoner May 7 ,

1864 ; George Weaver, Belmont ; Francis J. Kuneman,

Almond ; George Sortore , Belmont ; John Brown, Alfred

Center ; Robert A. Charles , Angelica ; Henry M. Davis,

Alfred Center ; William D. Phipps, Short Tract ; Otis

White, East Rushford ; Daniel A. Atwell , Belmont ; William

Babbitt , Rushford ; Cyrus Casteline, Belmont; Edward G.

Snyder, Short Tract ; William H. Wells, Alfred Center ;

John E. Baker, Philip's Creek, transferred to veteran reserve

corps ; William P. Button , Philip's Creek, transferred to vet

eran reserve corps ; Clayton L. Hurd, West Almond, trans

ferred to veteran reserve corps ; Alfred B. Sweet, Oramel,

transferred to veteran reserve corps ; George Abbott, Short

Tract, killed at Deserted House ; William Andrews , Philip's

Creek , killed at Todd's Tavern ; Samuel D. Butler, Alfred,

died June 24 , 1863 ; William G. Thomas, Alfred Center,

died July 12 , 1864 ; George M. Woodworth , Alfred , killed at

Port Republic; Luther Lynch, Almond, deserted ; Theodora

Ostrander, West Almond, deserted ; Henry M. Davis, Alfred ,

enlisted in 1862 .

Rufus Adams, Ziba E. Barney and Willis H. Barnum,

Burns; Robert C. Chapman , Grove; James C. Cook , Burns;

McCollister Crawford , Belfast ; David Davison , Burns ;

James H. Foland , Grove, died at Andersonville, Ga.; Sal

mon Farr, Grove, transferred to 4th U. S. artillery ; Josiah N.

Flint Burns ; Norman S. Fay, Burns, transferred to 4th U.S.

artillery ; Joseph Harwood, George R. Harwood, John R.

Harwood and Chancellor L. Havens, Grove ; Ransom Haight,

Grove , wounded at Trevillian Station ; Elijah Harwood ,

Grove, died Jan. 6 , 1863 ; Albert W. Jacques, Burns, trans

ferred to 4th U. S. artillery ; Nathaniel Marr, Burns, died

June 3 , 1865 ; Hulcey Phelps, Grove , promoted sergeant ;

Milan Parker, Grove , died Sept. 10, 1864 ; George I. Phillips,

Belfast , died December 28, 1862 ; Byron Russell , Grove ;

George H. Spoon , Grove , taken prisoner at Todd's Tavern ;

John L. Spike, Grove, transferred to 4th U. S. artillery ;

Jesse W. Smith and John Threehouse, Grove ; Orville S.

Tilden, Burns; Marcus W. Wood , Grove , promoted corporal,

died May 16 , 1864 ; Hiram J. Woodard, Burns, promoted cor

poral, died at Andersonville, Ga .; John D. H. Wright , Ossian ;

Henry Fry , Grove ; Lorenzo Robins , Burns ; Henry Smith ,

East Granger; William A. Spoon, Grove; Josiah H. Flint ,

Canaseraga, died at Andersonville ; William A. Luce, Ossian ,

died of wounds received June 11 , 1864 ; Hiram C. Roff,

Ossian , killed at Todd's Tavern ; Thomas B. Gay, Belfast,

deserted ; Richard Robinson, Belfast, deserted .

reserve

SMALLER REPRESENTATIONS.

COMPANY A. - Corporal, Stephen M. Skiff, Hume, killed

at Blackwater ; sergeant , George W. Curtis , Fillmore ;

privates : Palmer R. Karns, Burns ; Aaron Karns, Burns ;

Lyman R. Hanks , West Almond, killed at Yellow Tavern .

COMPANY B.—Privates : John S. Dewey, Rushford ; Con

rad Miller, William Fairchilds, Dallas N. Fairchilds and

Lorenzo D. Hyde, Belfast ; Stephen Harrington and J. W.

Morris, Scio ; John W. Shippee and Gardner Wells, Belfast.

COMPANY D.—Privates : James K. Hitchcock, Rushford ;

Clarence Clough , Almond ; George F. Robinson , Wirt.

COMPANY K.- Sergeant,Joseph C. Weldy, Burns ; privates :

John McIntosh and Abram V. Race, Belfast ; George W.

Lewis , Almond, taken prisoner at Beaver Dam ; Philip F.

Whiting, Alfred , wounded and taken prisoner at Todd's

Tavern ; H. N. Schleick , Wellsville, promoted to fifth ,then to

first sergeant May 11 , 1863 , promoted first and second lieut

enant and captain , wounded at Newtown .

OTHERS.— Privates : William R. Deake, Independence,

Loren G. Jennings ; J. L. Crittendon , Wellsville .
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CHAPTER XXXI .

THE 136TH INFANTRY IN THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC AND

THE MARCH TO THE SEA .

.

1

HIS regiment was recruited from the counties of

Allegany and Livingston , organized September

8th , 1862 , and mustered September 25th , at Por

tage Station , Livingston county, with the follow

ing field and staff officers:

Colonel, James Wood, jr.; lieutenant -colonel , Les

ter B. Faulkner ; major, Davis C. Hartshorne ; adjutant,

Campbell H. Young; surgeon , B. L. Hovey ; assistant sur .

geon , E. Amsden ; chaplain , Alvin T. Cole ; first lieutenant ,

George H. Eldridge, of Cuba, was promoted captain March

7th , 1863 , and subsequently brevetted major and took a

prominent part in the history of the regiment .

The regiment went to Washington , and into camp on Ar

lington Heights October 5th , 1862 , stopping en route at

Elmira, N.Y. , and there receiving arms and equipments . From

Arlington Heights it moved to Fairfax, Va. , where it suf

fered the hardships incident to all green troops, losing many

by sickness. It left this station to unite its fortunes with the

Army of the Potomac, in the 11th corps and 2nd brigade .

From this time until joining Burnside at Fredericksburg its

experience was the same as that of all new troops engaged

in marching and countermarching.

The regiment did not reach Falmouth, Va. , until after the

repulse of Burnside before Fredericksburg . It therefore

remained in camp near Falmouth until the contemplated

movement against the enemy by way of Banks Ford , which

movement, owing to the terrible storm opening simultane

ously with the movements of the army, resulted in all being

" stuck in the mud."

Before the army could again move the enemy had so far

learned the intentions of the commanding general as to

render further offensive movements impracticable. The reg

iment remained in camp at Banks Ford for a considerable

period of time , suffering for lack of proper food , clothing ,

etc. , but more from want of experience in soldier life .

From Banks Ford the regiment went into camp at Staf

ford Court-house, Va. , remaining until General Hooker's

movement against Lee, when the 136th crossed the Rappa

hannock at Kelley's Ferry and moved direct to Chancellors

ville .

The second day after their arrival General Francis C.

Barlow, a gallant soldier, at his earnest solicitation was per

mitted to take the brigade and make a reconnoisance to the

right of the 17th corps. General Birney having in the mean

time thrown his division directly in his front and becoming

hotly engaged with the enemy, thereby gave the 136th regi

ment its first lesson in murderous war. After having ac

complished the object of the reconnoisance, capturing nearly

one thousand prisoners, preparations were made to return to

camp, where had been left company baggage of every de

scription in charge of one man from each company. The

regiment feeling highly elated with its first field success in

the service of the country, the amazement can better be

imagined than described on being met by a courier with the

startling information that the ith corps had been utterly

routed and driven from the field , and the guards and camp

equipage had fallen into the enemy's hands.

Barlow, finding his way back to the camp he had so re

cently left , took position in the rear of the command of

General D. E. Sickles and in time for the 136th regiment to

witness one of the most desperate conflicts of the war.

The regiment then returned to Stafford Court- house and

to its old quarters , where it remained until called to repel

the invasion of Lee's forces . Moving from camp at about

equal pace with the enemy until it reached Hagerstown ,

Md. , the regiment remained there a day or two , watching

the movements of the enemy and lamenting the loss to the

army of the skill and daring of gallant " Joe " Hooker-he

having been relieved at his own request and General Meade

assigned to the command .

July 1st the regiment moved from near Hagerstown at

5 P. M. , reaching the battle field at Gettysburg at 11 A. M.,

July 2nd , having in that time marched thirty -eight miles,

which was justly considered a remarkable feat .

The brigade to which the regiment was attached being the

first to reach the field , it was assigned a position fronting

Gettysburg from the face of Cemetery Hill . Here it re

mained during July 2nd , 3d and 4th , amid the thunder of

cannon, the ploughing of shot and shell , the incessant rattle

of musketry and the groans of the wounded and dying.

The 136th remained with the Army of the Potomac until

September 23d , at which time the ith and 12th corps were

detached from this army , and ordered , under General Hook

er, to middle Tennessee to the relief of General Rosencrans

at Chattanooga in Lookout valley . The rebels , looking

down from the summit of Lookout mountain , scanned well

the position of the Union forces, and hardly had the camp

become quiet ere the thunder of artillery and rattle of small

arms told the experienced soldier that he was likely to par.

ticipate in one of the grandest and most fearful scenes the

imagination can picture-a battle in the night . General

Geary being desperately attacked , three brigades were

ordered to his immediate relief . They found the rebels well

intrenched on a steep hill directly in front of them . Three

regiments—the 73d Ohio, 33d Massachusetts and 136th

New York-were ordered to charge and clear the hill . Well

did they perform their task , led by Colonel Smith of the 73d

Ohio, though not without heavy loss . Never was a regiment

more indebted to its commanding officer than the 136th to

its colonel , James Wood , who by his coolness and tact saved

many precious lives.

After this engagement the regiment , with its brigade, pushed

across the Chattanooga and joined the command of General

Thomas . It successfully accomplished every task assigned

it . At the battle which resulted in the defeat of General

Bragg it was slightly engaged .

In consequence of being temporarily detached from the

command of General Hooker, the 136th was deprived of the

glory of fighting with him the battle " above the clouds."

Immediately after this the with corps was ordered to

the relief of Burnside at Knoxville. Marching without ra

tions, haversack, knapsack, blanket or shelter-tent, the suf

fering was greater than during any other campaign of the

war. Without rations, except as fo raged, and with no way of

cooking what little food they had ; with weather extremely

cold, many men without shoes , with nearly bare feet on

frozen ground , the experience cannot be described ; and yet
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H. Eldridge , who, with the assistance of the heroic adjutant ,

C. E. Metcalf, and the active co-operation of the remaining

officers, succeeded in reforming the line and holding the

ground gained . Captain Eldridge retained command of

the regiment during its term of service .

During this time , on recommendation of General William

Cogswell , Captain Eldridge was brevetted major for gallant

services during the campaign last alluded to .

After the surrender of General Johnston the 136th regi

ment moved via Richmond and the old battle field of Chan

cellorsville to Washington, and from thence to Rochester,

where it was discharged , having served its country as only

a patriotic band of men could do.

Allegany county was represented in the regiment by the

following named men, besides others already spoken of :

COMPANY K.

OFFICERS.

First sergeant , John D. Lottridge, Cuba, dschd July 31 ,

1863 ; sergeants-Harrison Barber, Cuba ; Theron Cross,

Alonzo L. Hicks and Daniel L. Conklin , Friendship ; first

corporal , Edward O. Church , Friendship ; corporals — Wil

liam 0. Church , Friendship ; George Coon, Wirt, appointed

second lieutenant, but not mustered ; Lyman L. Scott, Cuba :

James H. Howard, Friendship ; Jerome B. Isnehour, Clarks

ville ; Delos W. Billings, Wirt ; Jerome S. Mungar, Cuba ;

wagoner, Lyman H. Walker, Cuba ; musicians - Erastus C.

Hyde and Samuel L. King, Friendship.

-

PRIVATES .

few complained , knowing well that the object in view justi

fied the means.

As the army neared Knoxville the rebels quietly picked

up their tents and stole away. The regiment then returned

to its camp in the Wahatchie valley, where , after erecting

commodious quarters, it passed the winter inquiet and com

fort.

Colonel Wood having been temporarily assigned to the

command of the 3d brigade, the command of the 136th de

volved on Lieutenant-Colonel Faulkner.

The army having been reorganized when it entered upon

the spring campaign , the regiment became a part of the 20th

corps, under General Hooker, being attached to the 3d

brigade and the 3d division . It first marched to the battle

field of Resaca, and the battle proved to the 136th the most

serious of its many engagements . The 3d brigade was or

dered to storm the rebel works, and in making this charge

the 136th regiment had to run across an open field in face of

a heavy fire of artillery and musketry from behind formida.

ble intrenchments , and exposed to the fire of rebel sharp

shooters. It suffered a loss of one-fourth of its effective

force , and toward the left wing nearly one-third, owing to

the more exposed position of that part of the line . Although

failing to carry the works, the Union forces poured death

and destruction into the ranks of the enemy.

From Resaca the regiment , with its brigade, moved on and

soon met the enemy again at Dallas Church, and again at

Peach Tree Creek, at which latter place a desperate fight

took place. During the action , while the 136th with other

regiments was moving to repel a charge by the rebels, the

color-bearer of a rebel regiment stepped boldly out and con

fronted this regiment . The color -bearer of the 136th

stepped quickly out to meet him, and these two heroes-one

of the blue and the other of the gray—stood in front of their

regiments . The rebel was immediately shot dead , his colors

captured and waved defiantly in the face of the foe . The

captor was in turn shot by a rebel coming to avenge the

death of his fallen comrade, and the rebel colors were re

covered . As the rebel was bearing them away he too was

laid low by a loyal hand, and the rebel flag recaptured . It

is now in the Military Bureau at Albany.

The regiment continued to participate in the skirmishes

and battles resulting in the fall of Atlanta. It then had a

period of rest , meantime preparing for the memorable march

to the sea . It shared with the army what there was of

hardship and danger during the campaign which resulted in

the fall of Savannah .

Before entering on the new campaign Lieutenant- Colonel

Faulkner resigned his command and returned to his home.

Major H. S. Arnold assumed command , and Captain George

H. Eldridge, being next in rank , was assigned to duty as

acting major.

This campaign was very much like the one that preceded

it - skirmishing, plundering and foraging. On one of these

foraging expeditions Captain A. S. Cole, of Company A,

when in charge of a detail , was captured and his command

nearly all wounded or taken . The regiment during this

campaign did some terrible marching. On one occasion ,

when it was in a swamp, it encountered the enemy, and dur

ing the sharp fighting that ensued Lieutenant-Colonel Ar

nold was dangerously wounded and had to be carried from

the field. The command then devolved on Captain George

Oscar A. Axtell , Friendship ; Franklin M. Allen , Cuba ;

Stephen A. Bulson , John P. Baker, Eliott R. Burr, Hugh

Bradon and James Bradon , Friendship ; Zack Barber, Cuba ;

Charles W. Bostwick , New Hudson ; Mernett Cornwell,

Friendship ; Warren W. Allen , Wirt ; Andrew Cornwell,

George Clapp and Peter Connor, Friendship ; Edson Cleve

land , Clarksville ; Francis D. Cartwright, Bolivar ; Russell

A. Coon, Genesee ; Nelson Doyle, Friendship ; Charles H.

Denio, New Hudson ; Derias German, Clarksville ; Daniel

B. Garthwait , Bolivar ; Adelbert German, Clarksville ; Addi

son H. Howell , Friendship ; William Hendrickson, Willing ;

Aaron B. Hotchkiss, Wirt ; George A. Hoskins, Friendship ;

Byron Hazard , Wirt ; Simeon Ikins, New Hudson ; Charles

B. Jones , Wirt ; John Kellogg, John A. Knowlton, Fred:

erick W. Merrit, Daniel V. Miner, Alexander C. Matthews,

Daniel McCarthy and Joseph W. McKee, Friendship ; James

R. McKee, Cuba ; William I. Mulhollen , New Hudson ;

Henry W. Nichols, Clarksville ; Ira D. Peckham, Friendship ;

Franklin E. Phillips and Gideon L. Patterson , New Hud

son ; Charles Powers, Cuba ; Lafayette Preston, Cuba ;

Leonard Pike , New Hudson ; Levi Smith , Clarksville ; John

D. Sortore, Addison F. Smith , Henry F. Scott and Isaac

N. Strong, Friendship ; Arthur M. Sheldon , Clarksville ;

Elsha D. Simerson , Wirt ; George J. Smith , Cuba ; George

Snyder, Orren R. Sisson , Ostin F. Taylor, William B. Voor

hees , Evert Voorhees and Jonathan Wixon , Friendship ;

Warren P. Woodard, Wirt ; James H. Wheeler and George

W. Woolbezer, New Hudson ; Hiram G. Wakeman and

George H. White, Bolivar ; Thomas Wright , Willing, served

two years ; Nathan R. Woodcock, Willing, drummer; C. Y.

Stephens, Willing.
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SMALLER REPRESENTATIONS.

COMPANY B enrolled in Burns).– First corporal , Egbert

Gors ; privates : Hiram Allen , Seymour Babcock , Amariah

H. Boylan , Charles E. Chark, Elias Gage, Joshua Gage, Wil

liam H. Harris , Isaac N. Lockwood, William H. McWhor

ter, Ralph F. Otis, Joseph Ralls, Charles Smith, John G.

Todd and John B. Tuttenhall .

COMPANY I. — Privates William Elwood, Granger ; Wil

liam D. Harrington , Conesus.

COMPANY H.—Privates Daniel O. Clark , Joel M. W. Smith ,

and John Townsend, all of Granger.

COMPANY E.-Second corporal, J. Franklin Gurdin, Al

len ; privates: George W. Davis, Allen ; Thomas Omaley, Al

fred ; William H. Safford, West Almond ; Henry Schrauder,

Allen ; William H. Whitford, Angelica; George W. Whitford,

Belfast .

OTHERS. — Ferris Dwight, Cuba ; George W. Baldwin ,

Cuba, wounded March 16 , 1865 , in the left leg ; R. B. Ful

ler, Cuba, was in twenty-four engagements, was musician ,

and promoted drum major.

CHAPTER XXXII .

IENTS
IN AT THE DEATH - THE 189TH AND 194TH REG

REBEL PRISON HORRORS.

dea and Alma. As early as the 16th of September Major

Withey had 103 men enlisted . They were mustered as a

company organization on the 21st of September. The next

day they elected by a unanimous vote William H. Withey cap

tain , Fayette Withey first lieutenant, and E. R. Kilbury

second lieutenant . These officers co -operated at Elmira

with those of other companies circumstanced similarly with

themselves , to secure a new regimental organization for their

companies to enter, and the 189th was the result.

Captain Horton's company ( I ) was raised principally in

Allegany county. Some towns , such as Willing and Inde

pendence, it is said , would not have escaped the draft had

not their quotas been filled by volunteers for Company I.

Captain Horton was also one of those who enlisted in the

early part of the war. He went out as a private in the 130th

New York infantry , and was promoted second lieutenant of

his company at its organization . While his regiment was at

Suffolk , Va. , he was taken sick with the typhoid fever and

confined to the hospital three months. Recovering suffi.

ciently, he resigned and returned home.

He received authority from Governor Seymour to organize

a company of infantry, on the 22nd day of August, 1864.

By the 30th of September he had the maximum number of

men for his company, and was mustered as their captain .

Lewis H. Ackerman was first lieutenant and Leonard Briggs

second lieutenant.

When, in September, 1864 , it became necessary to forward

soldiers rapidly to make room at Elmira for incoming re

cruits, four companies pledged for the 189th were sent to

City Point, via Baltimore, before the regimental organiza

tion was completed. October 24th the remaining six com

panies arrived from Washington. There they had been

drilling three weeks , boarding at the “ Soldiers' Rest."

Pitching their tents by the deep railroad cut on the opposite

side from the other companies' quarters, they joined in their

duties, and the whole regiment, except one company, was on

dress parade together as often as practicable.

On the 28th the regiment started on its first march , mov

ing toward Petersburg two miles and a half. Here, on a

slight elevation of ground , tents were erected again . After

assisting four days to build some earthworks and a fort con

nected with the inner line of the defenses of City Point,

worshiping the intervening Sabbath, under an oak tree

beside the camp, on the ist of November the regiment re

turned to the depot at City Point and took the cars to join

General Warren, commanding the fifth corps, fifteen miles

away at Warren Station . Here the regiment was connected

with the body of the Army of the Potomac, being attached

to the 2nd brigade, ist division , 5th army corps. With this

it marched on two miles further and then hastily bivouacked

for the night.

Early after breakfast next morning, filing into a small open

field , the regiment formed in column, which was no sooner

done than General Gregory and staff came dashing along

the line and , ordering Colonel Hayt to follow, led the way

back to a fine locality for a camp near Warren's Station,

where the general had determined to rendezvous his

brigade .

The following few days were spent mainly in building

tents , policing streets and fitting up the camp in comforta

ble military style . On the 5th of November Colonel Hayt

went down to City Point on business.

HE 189th regiment of New York infantry , though

among the last that went from New York State ,

was one of her choicest offerings, for it was organ

ized of the very best material.

For more than three years had the Union contended

with the rebellious element in arms, and so many

men were lost in the conflict during the early months of

1864 that the President called for more help. The 189th

regiment was part of the people's response. It went out

under command of Colonel William W. Hayt, who at the

outbreak of the war was a resident of Albany.

Two companies of the regiment were recruited in Alle

gany county ; one of them, Company B, by William H.

Withey, the present sheriff of the county, and the other,

Company I , by Elias Horton . Mr. Withey was subse

quently promoted to the rank of major. Major Withey

was among the first who volunteered in 1861. He joined

the 28th regiment of General Banks's division , and with this

command took part in driving out the rebel General Jack

son from the Shenandoah valley, and in the famous retreat

from it . He was one of the one hundred and twenty -five

survivors of the regiment after the battle of Cedar Moun

tain , on the oth of August, 1862. Ten days after he was

taken prisoner while attending the wounded officers in the

hospital at Culpepper, Virginia. Having been carried to

Richmond on the 25th of September, he remained there in

prison until the 7th of October, when he was paroled and

with others sent to Washington , where he was discharged.

He commenced raising his company for the 189th on the

29th of August, 1864. The men came from the towns of

Bolivar, Wirt, Clarksville, Friendship, New Hudson Canea.
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was hotly engaged with the enemy. In this affair 3 men of

Company F were killed and 2 wounded .

The next day the regiment was massed in support of the

2nd and 3d divisions of the corps, which were engaged with

the enemy. During the fight the regiment charged on

double - quick through dense woods past its skirmish lines

and poured deadly volleys into the flying ranks of the enemy,

killing and wounding many and capturing 53 prisoners, with

their rifle pits and intrenching tools.

The next morning the regiment marched to the support

of Sheridan at Five Forks. Major Withey, with three

companies, supported by the other seven companies

in line of battle, was sent to the skirmish line . A

charge was made on the enemy by the Union forces, by

which 6,000 rebels were captured and the battle of Five

Forks , the key to Petersburg , Richmond and the downfall of

the Rebellion , turned gloriously in favor of the Union. Then

came the ever to be remembered occasion of Lee's sur

render (April 9th) , and the great struggle closed . May and

the welcome order to “ homeward march " came , and it was

gladly obeyed .

Besides the members of the two Allegany county com

panies mentioned , Company H of the 189th included pri

vate Charles Wells, of Wellsville . Besides Captain Withey,

Company B included Second Lieutenant Edwin R. Kilbury,

who was promoted first lieutenant February 6th, 1865. The

following were the names of the private soldiers from Alle

gany county in

COMPANY B :

Details for building railroad , corduroy road and other

fatigue duties were daily made from the regiment, but its

principal employment was drilling in the various tactical

lessons of the soldier.

At this time one of the most sorrowful events in the career

of the regiment occurred . Colonel Hayt, while at City

Point , died of congestion of the brain . Captain William

Washburne, who attended Colonel Hayt during his last mo

ments, and Rev. William H. Rogers , chaplain of the regi

ment , were appointed a deputation to accompany the body

home and to attend the funeral.

Lieutenant - Colonel Burr succeeded the deceased com

mander as colonel of the regiment .

Tuesday , December 6th , the whole of the 5th and a part

of the 2nd corps, preceded by Gregg's cavalry and accom

panied by a good supply of artillery , were in motion at nine

o'clock in the morning, starting on an expedition . After

marching about four miles the forces were massed on the

Jerusalem plank road, three miles from Warren Station .

Company Ewent out on picket , and the rest of the 189th

bivouacked for the night in the woods . The next day, at

sunrise , the whole column was on the move. The regiment

marched twenty miles that day, and bivouacked for the night

in a cornfield .

At two o'clock in the morning the march was again taken

up. The Nottoway river was crossed on pontoons. At half

past seven o'clock the Weldon railroad was reached . Stack

ing arms, the regiment soon stood in single file along the

side of the track , and in short order the rails were torn

up, and the ties piled up in cob-house fashion and set on

fire.

The following day the regiment acted as defense to par

ties who were busy tearing up the railroad , while the roaring

of cannon in the advance indicated trouble ahead.

Before daylight December 10th orders were received to

return . A march of twenty -two miles brought the forces to

Sussex Court-house at seven in the evening. The following

day the 189th regiment marched at dawn, recrossing the

Nottoway without hindrance , and pressed on to the same

grounds in the woods, three miles from Warren Station ,

where it bivouacked the first night of the raid . All along

the route the cavalry had burned all buildings and destroyed

all property which could not be stolen .

On the 14th the regiment went into winter quarters before

Petersburg, between the Jerusalem plank road and the

Gurley House. Several foraging expeditions of the briga

while at this point resulted profitably, save one, in which

Captain Rice, of Company H , was killed . When the body

was found it was naked , and shot once through the waist and

twice through the head .

February 5th , 1865 , the 189th was ordered out to Hatch

er's Run , nine miles from the camp. Here it encountered

the enemy's intrenched forces and lost 2 killed and it

wounded . March 29th the regiment broke camp and pro

ceeded toward Dinwiddie Court -house. About noon brisk

skirmishing at Skunk's Hollow deepened into a spirited

conflict, called the battle of Lewis's Farm, in which none of

this regiment were killed , but 12 were wounded, among

whom was Lieutenant Briggs . Company B took 25 prisoners ,

and three horses with their equipments .

On the 30th the regiment moved to the Boydtown plank

road and took position as supporters of a battery which

Christopher Allen and Perry Allen , Wirt; Marshall Allen ,

Wirt ; John E. Alexander, Cuba ; Joseph G. Ackerman ,

Amity ; Walter B. Amidon, Caneadea ; Thomas H. Appleby,

Friendship ; George W. Bailey, Wirt ; John J. Beers , Boli

var ; Rowland L. Burdick , Wirt; Charles F. Brown and

George W. Brooks , New Hudson ; Laverne Burdick , Clarks

ville ; George W. Burge, Scio ; Levi Barnum and James

Bentley , Caneadea ; Alfred J. Coon and William Crandall,

Friendship ; Thomas G. Crandall , Amity ; Sydney C. Clark ,

New Hudson ; Nelson J. Colerick, Friendship ; Joseph C.

Cole , Charles L. Carter and Webster W. Cole, Clarksville ;

Daniel W. Drumb,Wirt ; Hiram Donaldson ,Caneadea; James

Dennison , New Hudson ; James Eells, Caneadea ; George E.

Fritts, John G. Fuller, Marcus A. Furnald and Charles K.

Fay,Wirt ; Alva S. Foster, Clarksville ; Benjamin H.Gardiner,

New Hudson ; John Gaham, Alma ; Charles W. Griffith , Boli

var ; Hosea K Gould , Stephen C. Gilbert, Demus C. Gardiner,

Henry J. Gilbert , Oliver H. Gibber and Oliver P. Hazard ,

Wirt; Harlem P. Hazard , Friendship ; Russell L. Hubbard,

Clarksville ; Edmund C. Howe, Amity ; Richard J. Ives,

New Hudson ; Richard Labar, Wirt ; Moses Miller and

Samuel Meade, Bolivar ; James McElheney and John Nolan,

New Hudson ; William P. Neff, Scio ; Cyrus Patıyson , Cuba ;

Tisdell A. Puffer, Caneadea ; Oscar A. Pire, Bolivar ; Ethel

P. Rogers, Wirt ; William E. Richardson , Bolivar ; Almerin

Richardson, Scio ; Almond Robinson, Clarksville ; Lyman

E. Root, Bolivar ; Leroy Rogers , Friendship ; Albert Reed,

Bolivar ; Joseph C. Scott, New Hudson ; John Stickney ,

Friendship ; Benjamin K. Stickney, Wirt ; John Straight ,

New Hudson ; William H. Stryker and Charles N. Smith ,

Caneadea ; William H. Smith , Alma ; Sanford N. Scott,

Bolivar ; Chandler R. Spencer, Friendship ; Edgar J. Scott,
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COMPANY C.Bolivar ; Samuel St. J. Severance and James A. Torrey,

Wirt; Daniel Thurton , Clarksville ; Andrew J. Upham ,

Caneadea ; Dennis Vars , Wirt; James B. Wood , Caneadea ;

Sewell Wells and Charles W. Wilcox , Friendship ; Andrew

J. White, Scio ; Henry F. Woolstrum , Wirt; Charles W.

Williams, Bolivar ; Almond C. Crandall , Andover.

Joseph Ball , Julian Caryl, C. Castleman, E. Conron and W.

H. Drew , Hume; Charles C. Fould , New Hudson ; Charles

Gleason, Willing; Orville A. Hyers and Josiah G. Herd,

New Hudson ; Harry Henderson , Hume; Charles Miller,

Independence; Ebenezer Perry and Patrick Quin, Hume;

Irwin Root , New Hudson ; William J. Reniff, West Almond ;

George Trall and Edward E. Thatcher, Hume; John

Walden (3d) , Willing; Tracy Waterman , Caneadea .

COMPANY I

COMPANY E.

Milford Butler, Lester J. Cronk, George W. Denio and

George Florence , Caneadea ; Joel Fosdick , Angelica ; Charles

Hopper, Belfast; Chester R. Hopper and George P. Ham

mond, Angelica; James H. Hitchcock , Squire W. Johnson,

George N. Maddison , George W. B. Mullin and Walter

McKee, Caneadea ; John McCracken , Angelica ; Albert

Raymond, Jackson F. Sowles , Michael P. Sowles and Ham

ilton Swezy, Caneadea; William Upthegrove, Angelica ;

Chester Van Order, Belfast ; Edward Adams and Erastus

M. Kinney , Cuba.

FRAGMENTS OF DIFFERENT REGIMENTS.

included Captain Elias Horton , who was mustered in as

conditional second lieutenant August 22nd, 1864 ; First Lieu

tenant Lewis H. Ackerman, Second Lieutenant Leonard

Briggs, and the following private soldiers :

Addison Atwater, Independence ; Elisha and L. H. Acker

man , Willing; Wesley Brundage, Willing; Sylvester Bartlett,

Wellsville; Charles H. Barnes , Independence ; Jạmes Bent

ley, Willing; George C. Brundage, Angelica; Frederick Bier

man , Alma : C. H. P. Campbell, John H. Chase , James L.

Chase and William H. Donihi, Independence; John Daniels

and Gershom Darling, Willing; John Drinam , Amity ; Charles

A. Elliott , Independence ; John Fellar, Wellsville; David J.

Finch , Belfast ; Asa M. Graves, Independence ; Peter M.

Gostlay , William Guinniss, Seth Graves and William R.

Green , Willing; Jonathan G. Horton, Alva S. Horton , In de

pendence; Hartwick Heers , Willing; Hiram P. Hewett, Am

ity ; James W. Hoar, Alfred ; Henry Heers and Charles

Horn, Wellsville ; Thaddeus Holaday, Caneadea ; Horace

C. Jones, Vine Johnson and Joseph B. Johnson, Independ

ence ; Francis H. Krusan , Willing ; Edgar B. King and Delos

F. Leonard, Independence ; Alonzo W. Lee, Wellsville ;

Alexander Little, Angelica ; James D. McKee, Belfast ; Wil

liam H. Plants and Charles Palmer, Willing ; Josiah Palmer,

Amity ; Josiah Rogers , Ethan A. Rogers , Charles Rogers, jr. ,

Frederick M. Rogers and Samuel Rolfe , Willing ; John Root,

Wellsville; Albert Robbins, Noyes , Snyder , Warren Seager,

Royal Seager, Lester Stone and William Stethen, Independ

ence ; Clinton D. Stilman and Frederick Sheers , Willing ;

Morris Snyder, Alma ; Anthony V. Shaw , Alfred ; Merritt

W. Teall and Asa W. Wheet, Independence; Willis D. Whit

icker, Willing ; Erie Wey, Angelica.

I 2 .
ONE HUNDRED AND NINETY-FOURTH

REGIMENT.

Besides the more important bodies of volunteers who went

out from Allegany county, a considerable number in all

served in regiments not having a sufficient representation

from the county to demand histories in this work. Their

names and the dates of their enrollment are embraced in

the following lists .

179TH N. Y. INFANTRY. — Company C : Martin E. Avery,

Burns, Mch. 31 , 1864 ; Clarence Ames, Andover, Feb. 18 ;

Edwin M. Livermore, Andover, Feb. 16. Company Et

Francis M. Campfield, Willing, Feb. 22 ; Abram O. Gray,

Alma, Feb. 12 ; Wilbert Simmons, Amity, Feb. 17 ; Daniel

Welder, Willing, Feb. 12 ; Abel Webb , Alma, Feb. 13 ;

Company H : Ransom Black , Amity, Aug. 26 ; John Bonney,

Bolivar, Aug. 30 ; Lewis Diar, Independence, Sept. 2 ;

George Judson , Friendship, Sept. 6 ; George S. Roberts,

Amity, Sept. 2 ; Hiram Thomas, Amity, Sept. 3 ; Benjamin

H. Thomas, Amity, Aug. 29 ; Franklin Wright, Amity, Aug.

Company D : Frank M. Beya, Alfred , wounded at Pe .

tersburg , June 17 , 1864 .

184TH N. Y. INFANTRY.- Company A : George P. Bailey,

Allen , Aug. 24 , 1864 ; Henry C. Deisser, Granger , Sept. 2 ;

Albert H. Dorey, Granger, Sept. 3 ; Frank Ricketts ,

Granger, Aug. 30 . Company E : Charles C. Bennett ,

Granger, Sept. 3 ; David Brown , Clarksville , Sept. 8 ; William

F. Compton, Sept. 9 .

160TH N. Y. INFANTRY.--Company G : James T. Burdick ,

Alfred , held prisoner six months ; Walter McHenry, Almond ,

served eleven months, re -enlisted in Company D , 188th ,

and was in the battles of Hatcher's Run , Five Forks and

others ; Benjamin Maxson, Alfred , killed at Winchester,

Va. , in 1864. Company H : A. Doane, musician , Ward,

discharged in July, 1863 ; Henry Palmer, Ward, discharged

May 26 , 1863 ; R. R. Russell , Scio . Other Members : Henry

Houghtaling, Ward, died July 12 , 1865 ; Corporal John P.

Schuyler, Ward, killed in the battle of Pleasant Hill ; Leon

ard Latham, Ward, taken prisoner Oct. 19 , 1864, died Mch .

26 , 1865 .

104TH N. Y. INFANTRY (WADSWORTH GUARDS).— Com

It was not until the great conflict was nearly ended that

this regiment was raised . The companies of which it was

composed were recruited in the counties of Allegany,

Chemung, Yates, Seneca, Ontario , Onondaga, Cattaraugus,

and Niagara in the early part of the year 1865. The or

ganization was completed at Elmira , and the regiment

mustered into the service for three years , in the month of

April of that year. On the 3d of May following it was

mustered out without ever having left the State .

The field and staff officers were Colonel Joseph W. Corning ,

Lieutenant-Colonel Lorenzo J. Jones, Major Lafayette

Munsford, Adjutant James N. McLean, Quartermaster

Aaron P. Seely.

Private Horace Austin , of Belmont , was a member of

Company G, and private Daniel K. Smith , of Hume, be

longed to Company A. The other members of the regiment

from Allegany county (all private soldiers) were in Com

panies C and E, as follows :

m
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pany A : Philander G. Mahew, Angelica, enlisted Septem

ber 30, 1861 , and served five years ; David E. Tadder,

Granger, lost his left.eye at Fredericksburg. Company E :

A. J. Pierce, Angelica, enlisted Feb. 25 , wounded at Get

tysburg . Company F : Solomon Closser, Grove, lost his

right leg below the knee at Gettysburg ; John S. Pitt , Granger,

was in twenty-one battles, taken prisoner Aug. 9 , 1863 ,

exchanged Feb. 24, 1864 ; Jesse Bennett , Granger.

188TH N. Y. INFANTRY. - Company D : Walter McHenry,

Almond, enlisted in 1864, mustered out with the regiment .

Company E : Charles H. Spencer, Almond, enlisted in 1864 ,

was in the battle of Hatcher's Run and others . Company I:

Henry Carpenter, Birdsall , enlisted Sept. 28 , fought at

Five Forks, Hatcher's Run, etc .; James McWeaver, Bird

sall, wounded in the battle of Stony Brook ; Joel R. Green ,

fifer, West Almond, served the last nine months of the war.

78TH N. Y. INFANTRY (EAGLE BRIGADE). — Company G :( -

Corporal George Bemus, Hume ; Richard Ellis, Centerville ;

Leland Higgins, Hume ; William H. Keyes, Centerville .

154TH N. Y. INFANTRY. — Company C : William S. Teft,

Almond, enlisted in 1862 and served three years.

161ST N. Y. INFANTRY —Company G : Henry D. Palmer,

Almond , was in the battles of Port Hudson, Donaldson

ville and others,

16TH PA . CAVALRY. - Richard A. Charles, Angelica ,

wounded in the shoulder.

67TH PA. INFANTRY . - Company B : Sergeant Charles S.

David , Angelica, died at Mount Pleasant Hospital Aug. 4 ,

1864

12TH WISCONSIN . — Company I : Silas Benjamin , former

residence Alfred , enlisted in 1861 , promoted corporal and

sergeant, taken prisoner at Atlanta July 21 , 1864 .

13TH WISCONSIN . - Company K : Asa C. Burdick, formerly

of Alfred , enlisted in 1864 .

81ST N. Y. INFANTRY.–Lyman B. Hardy, Cuba.

Even so early in the contest as the campaigns which em

braced our Bull Run and Ball's Bluff disasters, a practice

of ill usage seems to have been inaugurated toward officers

and enlisted men of the Federal army made captive by the

fortune of war. From the beginning of hostilities to the

close of October, 1861 , there were 2,838 enlisted men con

fined in the upper stories of the first rebel war prison , a to

bacco warehouse in Richmond, Va. These men, after

being marched with insufficient food from points of their

capture to the place of detention , and driven into the lofts

of the warehouse (as one of our New York soldiers ex

presses it, “ like a drove of hogs " ), were obliged to make

the filthy floor their bed , with no covering, scanty raiment,

no protection from the cold of winter, and no relief in sum

mer from the constant accumulation of dirt and vermin .

Here the lack of water, the malarious atmosphere of over.

crowded quarters, and the pangs of hunger made their

life a torture day by day . Andersonville, Salisbury,

Florence , Belle Isle and Libby prisons—what names to those

men upon whom expiring slavery wasted its tortures!

These abuses require no aggravation to make them de

serve the name of " horrors . ” In these abodes of filth ,

malaria and disease , our New York soldiers, accustomed to

homes of comfort and decency, were, in common with their

comrades from other States, subjected to the irresponsible

cruelty of brutal and vicious guards, the despotic authority

of arrogant commanders, and sometimes to the wild license

of reckless desperadoes among their own demoralized mul

titudes. At the will of their captors and enemies they were

stripped of everything necessary , scourged as negro slaves,

kicked as dogs, hung up by the thumbs, chained up to posts,

or forced to drag cannon balls, compelled to stand bare

headed and bare- footed for hours under a torrid sun , in

mured in underground dungeons, deprived of food for three

days at a time, refused water during whole days and nights,

shot at as they walked in their camps, or while dragging

their feeble forms to the sinks, or while seeking a breath of

air or a cup of water, deprived of their limbs at the whim of

incompetent surgeons, or murdered in hospitals by vile

drugs or barbarous neglect . These dreadful facts of savage

treatment must be a part of the historic torch that shall en

lighten posterity as to the deeds which Treason and Rebel

lion can perpetrate when inspired by the spirit of human

slavery.

.

CHAPTER XXXIII.

SUFFERINGS IN REBEL PRISONS.

Justice would demand that the prison experience of many

of the brave soldiers who went from Allegany county - dis

mal as it was—should have a proper record in this history ;

and that the acts of treason in dungeon and stockade should

be chronicled as faithfully as its acts in council or on the

battle field . But it may not be. The story of abuse and

cruelty, in its repulsive fullness, cannot be written out. Its

recital would be an endless repetition of degrading details

concerning facts too deplorable for humanity to dwell

upon .

The horrors of stockade and barrack incarceration under

rebel rule, the unmitigated rigors of forced marches, the

robbery and insult of both officers and privates ; the syste

matic starvation , the denial of fuel in the midst of winter, of

shelter against the elements, of even that common boon of

nature, water, to quench the thirst or cleanse the body ; the

neglect of sick and dying, the deliberate murders of the

“ dead line, ” the malignant desecration of the dead are

appalling and indisputable facts that require no embellish

ment of language to make them stand out terribly distinct

before a Christian world .

As the treatment of Allegany soldiers was not exceptional

from that received by their loyal comrades , who became

subject to like men and measures as prisoners of war, the

subject may be generalized.

A SKETCH OF THE PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY OF

ALLEGANY COUNTY.

HIS county lies on the dividing ridges between

the St. Lawrence basin , on the north , the Miss

issippi basin , on the southwest, and the Sus

quehanna basin , on the southeast. It consists,

essentially, of table - land , about two thousand two

hundred feet above the sea-level . The valley of the

Genesee is excavated from this table, to about the

average depth of one thousand feet . This height is reached
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some two or three miles back from the river, on each side.

The lateral valleys gradually ascend to the summit of the

table. Caneadea creek, for instance, does not attain

this height until it passes into Cattaraugus county, in the

town of Farmersville. Philip's creek attains the summit just

on the western line of Alfred . Cryder creek attains the

summit in Steuben county, in the town of West Union, etc.

When one takes his stand on the top of any of the highest

hills, he sees the country rolling grandly away in the dis

tance, ridge succeeding ridge like the billowy deep .

The Genesee river, running through the county from south

to north, carries the greater portion of the drainage into the

St. Lawrence. The Honeoye, the Little Genesee and Oil

creeks, with all their minor tributaries, flow into the Alle

gheny. The Canisteo drains the southern part of Burns , all

of Almond, a good portion of Birdsall , some of West Al

mond and nearly all of Alfred.

A very remarkable fact in regard to the physical geogra

phy of Allegany county is thus stated by the author of the

History of the Holland Purchase :

“ There is a spot upon the Holland Purchase where the

speckled trout passes from the waters of the Gulf of St.

Lawrence to those of the Gulf of St. Mexico, and vice versa .

About six miles from Rushford, on the Olean road , in the

town of New Hudson, the head waters of the Caneadea and

Oil Creek approach each other, and in freshets mingle, af

fording the facility for the trout to pass over the dividing

ridge.”

This county lies on the northwestern shoulder of the

great Appalachian swell, along the summit of which we have

the various ranges that go to make up the system. Our

special range is the Alleghany, which attains its greatest alti

tudes south of us, around the head waters of the west branch

of the Susquehanna.

Its position at the west of the Green Mountains , and its

being somewhat lower than they are, gives it a considerably

less fall of water from northeastern storms than it otherwise

would have. Our westerly storms are mainly the residue of

vapors brought up the Mississippi valley from the Gulf of

Mexico and the Caribbean Sea, and , possibly, some from the

Pacific Ocean across the Isthmus of Panama. Our annual

rainfall is somewhat less than that of the State at large - per

haps 22 inches year by year.

covered with Subcarboniferous rocks, Conglomerate, or Old

Red Sandstone. There is, as a matter of fact, a belt of

several miles in width , next to the Pennsylvania line, com

posed of Subcarboniferous rocks and soil , while the val

leys below are well sunk into the Chemung shales. Follow

ing the Genesee, however, we are made aware of a radical

change in the lateral valley walls, by the changed character

of the primeval forests. Oak begins to make its appearance ;

hickory , and , in some places, chestnut, are not wanting. An

examination of the rocks now reveals the fact that we are

near the bottom of the Chemung shales, or even in the

upper portion of the Portage Sand Rock.

The lateral streams show these changes very prettily.

Thus Cryder creek valley is wholly excavated through Sub

carboniferous rocks, Conglomerate, Old Sandstone and into

the upper Chemung shales . Dyke's creek is deeper into the

upper Chemung shales, with scarcely a trace of Subcarbonif

erous rocks on its hill summits. Philip's creek is completely

below all signs of Subcarboniferous rocks and Old Red

Sandstones. Black creek has already reached about to the

bottom of the Chemung shales. Caneadea creek, on the

west side of the valley, fairly cuts through the Chemung

into the Portage. Wiscoy is wholly within the Portage .

So, too, the Canaseraga, almost from its very sources, cuts

its valley through the Portage rocks.

Much of the northern portion of the county is covered

with a heavy coat of northern drift-sand , gravel , clay and

rounded boulders of all the various formations, clear down

into the primitive igneous rocks. This fact somewhat dis

guises the real character of the subjacent rocks. On each

side of the Genesee river valley there may be seen a well

defined line of escarpments, corresponding, at their northern

terminus, with the height of the drift hills at the north of

Portageville , and extending southward until they sink to and

are lost in the valley bottom . This was the level of the

valley when the drift came creeping from the north on the

back of mighty glaciers, filling up river channels, lakes and

valleys . Then the Genesee itself was dammed at Portage

and turned westward out of its old bed , and compelled to cut

a new channel for itself further west than its old one ; and

since that time it has worn both the upper and middle falls

backward , from below the position of its old stream up to

their present positions, respectively. This retrocession of

the falls , though imperceptibly slow, is, nevertheless, real ,

sure and resistless.

As any one can verify for himself, the character of the soil

varies in accordance with these geological facts. As a mat

ter of fact the Chemung shales do not give so generous a

soil as either its superjacent or subjacent rocks. Its sub

soil is very largely composed of tenacious gravelly clay.

This is noticeable wherever these shales abound .

The Subcarboniferous rocks abound in potash , perhaps,

but lack lime . The same lack characterizes the Chemung

shales . Hence there is an abundance of hemlock, maple,

beech and the like, through the southern range of townships,

but no white oak nor hickory-characteristic forests of limy

land . There is potash sufficient for the grasses . Hence

good pastures come in immediately after clearing off the

forests. In the sections overlaid with the northern drift the

soil is frequently composed so entirely of this that the na

tive subjacent rocks make no show of their peculiar char

acter .

GEOLOGY.

Beginning at the upper sources of the Genesee river and

following it down, taking special note of the rocks, we find

its head in the Subcarboniferous formation. A thin bed of

coal is found but little to the south of it . As we descend

the stream , we are not long in leaving this formation en

tirely, passing through the Conglomerate , as exhibited on a

very pretty scale in Genesee township of this county, and

in Little Valley township of Cattaraugus county. In the

hills south of the Cryder creek, this Conglomerate lies in a

bed about five feet thick, at the height of some three hun

dred feet above the bed of the creek . In Little Valley it

lies on the top of a hill , and scattered down on its sides, in

a thickness of twenty to twenty -five feet. The rock imme

diately subjacent to this is the Old Red Sandstone, rather

thin in this county.
So that the valley is soon found to be

in the Chemung shales, although the hill-tops may be still
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Along the valley of the Genesee we find, of course, an al

luvial soil , modified by the rocks from which it is made by

comminution. All alluviums contain vegetable and ani

mal organic matters to such a degree as to render their

fertility entirely beyond that of their lateral hills ; and this

difference is increased by the patent fact that the hills are

constantly sending the soluble elements of their own soils

into the valleys at their bases .

This may seem small, and of so little account as to be

unworthy of notice ; but time tells the story. No matter

how slow a change may be, give it time and it astonishes us

at its results . These valleys have all been cut out of the

rocks by the slow process of wearing streams, in time; and

these rocks that fill all our hills were made from former

rocks and hills , removed gradually by the trickling waters,

carried down galloping streams, and emptied into the ocean's

briny bosom, deposited at its bottom , and made rock .

Power working in time has made the universe from material

atoms, so disseminated that but few grains could be found

in each cubic mile . Power working in time will redistribute

it all , like a dissolving view ; then will re-collect and recon

struct another and another, thus filling the eternities.



TOWN AND VILLAGE HISTORIES

THE TOWN OF ALFRED .

A

came

LFRED lies near the center of the eastern border

of the county and has an area of 19,200 acres.

According to the report of the board of super

visors for 1878 the assessed valuation of real

estate was $366,640, and of personal property

$51,995 . The amount of tax levied for State pur

poses was $ 1,433-53 ; for county purposes $ 1,919.32 ;

for town purposes $ 1,309.81 .

The surface of the town is broken by irregular hills , separ

ated by deep, narrow valleys. The principal streams are

Dyke's creek in the southern, and Whitney Valley creek in

the northern part of the town . The soil is a clayey loam ,

with which shale is mingled on the hills and a gravelly loam

in the valleys, well adapted in all parts to grazing and ren

dering dairying very profitable. The following statistics of

this branch of industry are extracted from the report of the

census of 1875 : Average number of milch cows kept in 1874,

1,326 ; in 1875 , 1,470. Number of cows whose milk was

sent to the factory in 1874 , 1,188 ; in 1875 , 1,285 . Amount

of butter made in families in 1874 , 28,102 pounds; cheese

made in families in 1874, 468 pounds. Gallons of milk sold

in market in 1874, 539.

Entering the town in the northeast corner, the Erie

Railway extends in a southwesterly direction and leaves it

near the center of the southern border.

acres

one

1822. Nathan Green is well remembered. Harrison W.

Green , his grandson , is a resident of the town . Caleb and

Edward Green were both drowned in the Canisteo river a

few years after their settlement. Maxon Grern , another

brother, came in about the same time. In 1808 Luke Green

and James Fisk settled in the town . Green was born in

Massachusetts, in 1779. He moved in with an ox team and

remained in the town two years. In 1810 he took up one

hundred acres of land in Almond . He served four months

in the war of 1812. In 1818 he returned to Alfred . In

1838 he went to Illinois , where he died in 1842. His widow

returned to Alfred , where she lived with her son , Philip S.

Green , until her death in 1874. Fisk from

Brookfield, Madison county, and bought one hundred

of land on lot number 14. He was a soldier

in the war of 1812 and died in the town in 1814,

at the age of thirty - five or thirty - six , having been taken

sick while on duty. George Stillman settled at Alfred Cen

tre soon after Crandall and the Greens came in , and William

Saunders was a settler in 1809 or 1810, locating on

hundred acres of lot number 23 . The latter was

a native of Rhode Island and was born in 1786. He re

moved to Grafton , Rensselaer county, where he was mar

ried . He had three children , two of whom, William W.

Saunders and Mrs. Susan Langworthy, of Alfred , are living.

Mr. Saunders was a soldier in the last war with England,

held the office of sergeant and took part in the affair at

Black Rock, and was detailed with others to conduct five

hundred prisoners of war to Albany. His health was im

paired by the march, and he returned home in 1814 and

died soon afterward. His widow died at the age of seventy

nine , in 1872. John Teater, from Oneida county, was an

early settler a little east of Alfred Centre. Settlement was

slow until after the close of the war of 1812. Among those

who came in 1813 was David Satterlee, a native of Broad

albin , Connecticut, born in 1786 , who came with sleigh and

horses from Rensselaer county, accompanied by his family,

in February, and purchased fifty acres of lot number 7 ,

of Nathan Green , where there was a small clearing. He

erected a log house the next year and took up fifty acres of

wild land adjoining his previous purchase. He remained

about a dozen years and removed to Hornellsville, Steuben

county, where he died in 1877. In 1814 James C. Burdick,

who was born in Connecticut in 1771 , came in from Brook

field, Madison county. He bought one hundred acres of

lot number 25 , at three dollars per acre, and died

THE SETTLEMENT OF THE Town.

The settlement of the town was begun in 1807 , by Clark

Crandall and Nathan and Edward Green . · Crandall was

born in Rhode Island in 1785 and became a resident of

Rensselaer county at the age of eight . The Greens were

from Brookfield, Madison county. The party made the

journey on foot , and took up eight hundred acres of land ,

part of which was in lot number 8, where Crandall lo

cated. He was a man of more than ordinary energy and

resources, and became prominent in the county. He was

the first member of the State Legislature from the town , and

one of the earliest from the county. While a member he

used his influence to promote Governor Clinton's project of

the Erie Canal. He was commissioned a captain of militia

in 1812, and rose by promotion to the rank of brigadier-gen

eral , and also served as associate county judge. He died in

1862 , and his widow seven years later. Six of their children

are now living. Of this number Mr. Ira B. Crandall , of Al

fred Centre, is well known. He was born in the town in
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acres 21 .

on the farm in 1848. Russell W. Burdick, his son , was born

in the town and is a well known resident. Amos Burdick ,

who was born in Kingston county , Rhode Island , in 1790,

was a settler the same year, and is yet living. Elias Smith

came from Madison county during the year, accompanied

by his wife, five sons, two daughters and a daughter -in -law ,

and took up one hundred on lot number

His son , Elias Smith, jr. , who was of the party, had been a

soldier in the war of 1812 . He died at the age of forty

eight, in 1837 . A son of the latter, Albert Smith , is

a resident of the town . Ashbald Smith , a brother of

Elias Smith , jr. , was one of those who came at the same

time. He was born in Haddam, Conn . , and is yet living, at

the age of eighty -four. He assisted in laying out and open

ing the first road from Alfred Centre to the Genesee river,

and has been prominent in town affairs. Among others who

came in 1814 may be mentioned Richard Hull, Abel Bur

dick , Stephen Coon and his son , Stephen Coon, jr. , and

Jesse Whitford. Hull came from Berlin , Rensselaer county ,

and settled in the eastern part of the town . He was an

early preacher. His son , Rev. N. V. Hull , has been pastor

of the First Seventh- Day Baptist church of Alfred Centre

for many years, and is now editor of the Sabbath Recorder.

Burdick was from Brookfield , Madison county. He settled

in the northern part of the town . The Coons came from

Rensselaer county and settled in the central part . Whitford

was from Brookfield , Madison county, and located on

lot number 35 , where he died . Asa Burdick , who was

born in Berlin , Rensselaer county, in 1786, settled on one

hundred acres in 1814 or 1815. He built a log house, and

lived in primitive pioneer style during the early days . In

1852 he removed to Wisconsin , and died there twelve years

later. His son , Asa C. Burdick, is well known in the

town . Prominent among those who came in 1815 was

Rodman Place, from Rensselaer county, who took up

seventy -five acres of land on lot number 22 , and afterward

purchased other parcels aggregating nearly four hundred

acres . He was born in Rhode Island in 1784 , and served

three months in the war of 1812 . He was a resident of the

town till his death , in 1860. Jeremiah , Truman C. and David

M. Place, his sons, came to the county with their father.

Freeborn Hamilton , also a soldier of the war of 1812 , was

another settler in 1815. He took up one hundred acres of

land in lot number 17 , and was the second occupant

of that lot . He died in 1869. The same year Gideon L.

Spicer settled at Alfred Centre, and Nathan Lanphear took

up a farm in the southern part of the town and put up part

of a log house ; and , in consequence of an accident, by

which he cut his foot while so engaged , returned to Berlin ,

Rensselaer county , whence he came. He remained there

two years, and returned to his farm in Alfred . Amos

Burdick located in the southeastern part, on lot number

43 , and George Green settled on lot number 20 . Ham

ilton Burdick and Green were from Brookfield , Madi

son county . Elias P. Burdick was a settler on lot number

21 , about two miles southwest of Alfred Centre, in

1815. He was born in Rhode Island in 1786. After a time

he sold his improvement and engaged in the manufacture

of pails . His shop was burned a little later and he engaged

in the jewelry business, at Baker's Bridge (now Alfred vil

lage ) , in which he continued until his death , in 1867. The

business is now conducted by his son , John C. Burdick .

Another son , Riley F. Burdick, is also a resident of the town.

David Stillman , from Petersburg, Rensselaer county , settled

near Alfred Centre about 1815 or 1816 .

Amos Burdick , Jabish Odell, Paris Green and Russell

Davis were settlers in 1816. Burdick, a native of Washing

ton county, Rhode Island , came on foot from Brookfield,

Madison county, and arrived in Alfred December ist. He

took up one hundred acres of land on lot number 19 , going

on foot to the land office of the Pulteney estate, at Bath,

Steuben county, to make the entry. He worked out by the

month the first year. He put up a frame house in 1817 .

In 1838 he removed to Alfred Centre, where he has since

resided, and where he kept the hotel thirteen years and has

been engaged in trade sixteen years . Odell , who was a

native of Rensselaer county and who had served at Sackett's

Harbor in the war of 1812 , came on foot from Rensselaer

county and took up fifty acres of land in lot number 7 .

Returning to Rensselaer county in the fall , he brought his

family out in the following February, the journey occupying

eleven days. He was accompanied by Martin Emerson.

The family lived in a house belonging to Mr. Lewis until

Odell erected a log structure for his own use in 1818. He

subsequently took up seventy -five acres adjoining his orig

inal purchase . Green was born in Rensselaer county in

1785 , and was married in 1809. He came from Brookfield,

Madison county, to Alfred, in 1816, bringing his family and

effects with a yoke of oxen . He was fourteen days on the

road . He took up fifty acres of land on lot number 35 ,

near East Valley, where his son William H. Green now

resides . Mr. Green was prominent in the affairs of the

town , holding many public offices. He was also a soldier

in the last war with England. He died in 1869. Davis

settled in the southeast part of the town , and died about two

years and a half later . Arad Wheeler, who also came in

1816 , was the first settler on lot number 18, where he took

up one hundred and fifty acres.

Among those who came in 1817 were John Allen , Benja

min Green, Ray Green, Isaac Burdick , Joshua Davis , Stephen

Collins and Samuel Thatcher. Allen was the father of

George W. Allen , whose sons, George F. and Amos R. Allen ,

are well known residents of the town at the present time .

He moved in from Rhode Island, accompanied by his fam

ily , making the journey with an ox team , and located on

lot number 11 , where he took up two hundred acres of land

and built a log house the same year. His son , George W.

Allen , died in 1864 , at the age of fifty-eight . Benjamin

Green had been a soldier in the war of 1812 . He moved in

from Yates county, locating on lot number 23 , where he

took up fifty acres of land . He moved his family out from

Yates county the following March . He died in 1864 at the

age of eighty -three. His son Benjamin Green was born in

the town in 1818 , and has since been a resident . Ray Green

was born in Rhode Island in 1798. He came from that

State to Alfred and took up one hundred acres of land .

Erastus A. Green , Esq. , proprietor of the Alfred sash and

blind factory , is a son of this settler. Burdick was born in

Rhode Island in 1763. He emigrated from Brookfield, Mad

ison county , and purchased tifty acres of land on lot number

18. He afterwards located two hundred acres on lot number

9 . He was a resident of the town till 1841 , when he died , at

the age of seventy -eight . Nathan W. Burdick, who came out

from Madison county with his father, is a resident of Alfred ,
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as was also his brother, Palmer Burdick , until his death in

1850. Levi S. Burdick , a son of the latter, has been a life

long resident of the town . Davis, with his family, one of

whom was Joseph Davis , purchased fifty acres from Arad

Wheeler on lot number 18 . He died in 1864 . Collins

came in the fall , the whole distance on foot, and settled

in the western part of the town . His first log house was

covered with split hollow basswood logs . Thatcher was

from Hornellsville, but originally from Vermont. He lo

cated near the center of the town . In 1818 Davis Lee,

William Crandall , Amos Crandall and Isaiah W. Green and

others became residents of the town . Lee was born in

Rensselaer county in 1797. He took up two hundred acres

of land , on which he built a log house . He died in 1867 .

William Crandall was born in Rensselaer county in 1799 .

He entered the army in 1812 as a waiter-boy. He located

on lot number 44. His death occurred in 1877. Amos

Crandall purchased fifty acres of land at four dollars an

acre, on which he built a log house and made other im

provements. In 1819 he and his brother-in - law, Samuel

Lanphear, moved their families from Rhode Island to Alfred ,

bringing their goods in a single wagon drawn by a yoke of

oxen and one horse. After a time Mr. Crandall sold the

farm on which he first settled and bought one at Five Cor

ners, on which he lived till he moved to Alired Centre some

twenty years since. In the early days he taught school four

winters at ten dollars per month , boarding himself and tak .

ing his pay in grain or work , or in any other commodity

which the settlers had to dispose of. One winter he re

ceived seventy - five cents in cash , that being the amount

which the district drew from the educational fund of the

State . He taught one of the earliest singing schools in the

town, and was paid for his services in the same manner as

by the school district . Isaiah W. Green , who was born in

Rensselaer county in 1795 , came from that county and took

up fifty acres of land near the village of Alfred . Three

years later he removed to Independenc
e, where he died in

1864. Joseph Claire, from Petersburg, Rensselaer county,

settled in the northwestern part of the town in 1819, and

Peter Rose, a native of the same county, came with a yoke

of oxen and a horse and took up ninety-six acres of land .

Eighteen or twenty years later he went west, where he died

in 1877 . He served in the war of 1812 as a fifer. Benja

min Maxson and his farnily located in the southern part of

the town in 1820. Another settler that year was Doctor

John B. Collins, who was born in Rhode Island , in 1794 ,

and afterwards lived in Madison county. He was one of

the early physicians of the county, and was engaged in the

practice of his profession until his death , in 1851. He was

elected a member of Assembly in 1831 and 1832 and served

with credit. His son , Amos B. Collins, Esq . , was born in

the town six years after his father's settlement.

Bradford Champlain and Joshua Vincent were settlers in

1822 , and Caleb Warren was a settler in 1822 or 1823 .

Champlain was born in Rhode Island in 1799. He took up

one hundred acres, and lived in the town till his death ( 1870 ) .

His sons James and Green Champlain are well known in

the town . Vincent was also a native of Rhode Island . He

had located in Almond two years before, having made the

journey with his team , and took an article for one hundred

Upon his removal to Alfred he engaged with Judge

Crandall in the manufacture of pails. He died at the age

of eighty - three, in 1873. He was prominent in public affairs,

serving many years as justice of the peace and supervisor.

Daniel G. Vincent, Esq. , his son , who is a well known resi

dent of Alfred , accompanied his father to the county. War

ren was from Rensselaer county. He located on lot number

30. Elijah Woolworth, from Turin, Lewis county , but

immediately from Brookfield, Madison county - where he

had lived two years—purchased a farm in the western part

of the town upon which some improvements had been made,

and raised some grain the same year. He then returned for

his family, whom he moved in the next February. They

came with a lumber wagon drawn by a span of horses . He

spent the remainder of his life on the farm he then took up.

Colonel Nathan Potter and Abner Allen were among those

who came in 1823. Colonel Potter was the father of several

sons, two of whom were Elisha and Albert Potter. He was

a native of Rhode Island , was a ship-builder by trade and

received his title under the old militia law. He located at

Five Corners, where he took up four hundred acres. He

died about two years after his advent in the town . Allen,

who was born in Saratoga county in 1797 , came from Mar

cellus, Onondaga county, where he had lived since 1802 ,

and took up sixty acres on lot number 1 , where he erected

a log house the same year, into which he moved his family

in the spring of 1824. Isaac Fenner, from Herkimer county,

was a settler in 1824. He located in the western part of

the town . Luke Green and Ebenezer Allen came the same

year, the former from Rensselaer county and the latter from

Onondaga county. Green located at Alfred Centre and

engaged in blacksmithing, tanning and currying till about

1836, when he went into trade, in which he continued

till his death , in 1875. Allen came into the county on

foot , rifle in hand, and two years later took up sixty

seven acres on lot number 1 . Maxson Stillman and his

son Maxson Stillman, jr. , with the family, one member of

which was Phineas Stillman , then fourteen years old, came

in from Rensselaer county in 1825 , and settled on

hundred acres of land lot number 23 . Others

who came during the year were Joseph Edwards, Charles

D. Langworthy and Jeremiah Burdick. Edwards came out

from Rhode Island with a horse and wagon . He located on

one hundred acres of land about a mile west of Five Cor

ners . He returned to Rhode Island , and the next year

brought his family, making the journey via the Hudson river

to Albany, thence by canal to Lockport, and from that point

to Alfred by his own conveyance. He died in 1861. At the

time the family came, Joseph Edwards, now a well known

business man of the town, was three years old . Langwor

thy was born in North Stonington , Conn . , in 1804. After

his arrival he worked for Clark Crandall and others, and

taught school winters for about two years . In 1827 he

bought fifty acres of land of Nathan Pierce, on lot num

ber u . He added two hundred and fifty acres by sub

sequent purchases . He was prominent in the church and

took part in public affairs. He died in 1876. Burdick , who

was a native of Rhode Island , brought his family with him ,

making the journey with a horse team . After making a

stop at the site of Alfred village for a short time he removed

to Hornellsville , where he lived until he returned to Alfred ,

in 1857, living five years where he had first located , and then

removing to Alfred Centre, where he died October ist, 1878,

at the age of ninety-two . He was for a number of years

one

on

a
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John Langworthy, jr. , was a settler in 1840. He was born

at North Stonington , Connecticut, in 1776 , and came from

there to Alfred , locating on lot number 26. He died in

1856. It would be interesting to trace the settlement of the

town to the present time, but enough names have been men

tioned to give an idea of its gradual development from a

wilderness to a prosperous community. The following fig

ures exhibit the population at intervals of five years since

1830 , when it was 1,476 : 1835 , 1,903 ; 1840, 1,630 ; 1845 ,

1,625 ; 1850 , 2,679 ; 1855 , 1,707 ; 1860 , 1,367 ; 1865 , 1,335 ;

1870 , 1,555 ; 1875 , 1,381 .

EARLY EVENTS.

The first marriage in the town was that of Luke Maxson

and Susan Green . The first birth , that of Rebecca Still

man , occurred November 4th , 1808. The first death was

that of Charles H. Clark , who accidentally shot himself

while cleaning his gun after a day's hunt. Nancy Teater

taught the first school , in 1815. The first church of the

Seventh - Day Baptist ' faith ) was organized in 1816. The

first inn was kept by John Teater, in 1818. Ephraim S.

and Lodwick Davis built the first saw -mill in 1821 and the

first grist - mill in 1824 .

Civil HISTORY.

the oldest man in the town. His son , Stephen C. Burdick,

came with his father from Rhode Island . Thomas Benja

min settled as early as 1825 - perhaps earlier-on lot

number 26. He was a native of Brookfield, Madison coun

ty , and died in Alfred in 1837 . Daniel Cook, Alpheus

Green , David Rose, Perry Murphy, Charles H. Clark , Max

son Green and Luke Maxson were early settlers . Perry

Murphy was one of the earliest settlers in the town . He

moved in before 1814. Cook came from Massachusetts,

and was the father of John H. Cook , a resident of the

town . Alpheus Green , father of Dr. Elisha C. Green, was

from Connecticut. Rose was born in Petersburg, Renssel

aer county, in 1802 . He was a clock and watch maker,

and died in 1852 .

Among those who came in 1826 was Ezekiel R. Saunders,

who was a native of Westerly , Rhode Island, and who pur

chased land on lot number 1o . He died in 1878. Others

who came previous to 1830 were George Champlain, in 1827 ;

William Davis, in 1828 ; and Thomas T. Burdick and Phin

eas K. and John R. Shaw , in 1829. Champlain was born in

Rhode Island in 1801. He came to the county on foot and

engaged in labor by the month during the summer, and sent

for his family in the fall . After a year or two he purchased

seventy -five acres of land. He died at the residence of his

son James A. Champlain ,who accompanied his parents to the

county. Davis was a former resident of Madison county.

He brought his family and located on lot number 27 , and

built a log house and barn the year of his settlement. Bur

dick was a native of Rhode Island, and he located on lot

number 10, where he took up fifty acres of land.
He re

moved to Alfred Centre in 1865 and died in 1869 . Phineas

K. Shaw, a native of Rensselaer county, became a perma

nent resident of the town in the year mentioned. He had

come out in 1824 and returned east two years later. When

he came back he was accompanied by his brother, John R.

Shaw, and they purchased land of James Alexander at three

dollars an acre, and have since resided in the town .

Prominent among those who came previous to 1840 were

the following, who settled at the dates mentioned : George

Sisson , 1830 ; Paul Witter, 1834 ; Riall Westcott, Orlando

Kaple, George Sherman and Samuel N. Stillman , 1836 ; and

Josiah Sherman , 1837. Sisson located in the northwestern

part of the town . Witter came from Madison county, ac

companied by his family, of which Jehial S. , Welcome L.,

Stillman B. and Horace G. Witter were members. Westcott

had settled in Ward in 1835 , but came in the year mentioned

to Alfred and purchased land of Spencer Sweet , where he

has since resided Kaple, who was a Methodist preacher,.

was a native of Connecticut and a soldier of 1812. He

came from Erwin , Steuben county. His son , Orlando E.

P. Kaple, resides on his father's homestead . George Sher

man , who was the father of Frederick and Clark Sherman,

was a native of Herkimer county and had been a soldier in

the war of 1812. He purchased one hundred and fifty acres

of lot number 21 of Luke Green . He died in 1869 , at the

age of seventy - seven . Stillman was also a native of Herki

mer county, where he was born in 1812. He came in the

winter with horses and sleigh , and after a time purchased

seventy -five acres of lot number 20 of Josiah Sherman, who

came the next year from Herkimer county, with his own

conveyance, and took up the land mentioned, which he sold

as above stated and bought two hundred acres near by.

Afred was formed from the town of Angelica , March

11th , 1808. A part of Angelica was annexed in 1816 . Its

area was reduced by the formation of Almond and Inde

pendence March 16th , 1821 , and a part of West Almond

was set off April 15th, 1833 , and a part of Ward November

21st, 1856 .

The first town meeting was held at the house of Benjamin

Van Campen, on the first Tuesday in April, 1808, at which

the following town officers were elected Supervisor,

Joseph Karr ; town clerk , Joseph A. Rathbun ; assessors,

John Pottman , Silas Ferry and Wheeler Hinman ; collector,

Samuel Karr ; overseers of the poor, Roswell Haskin and

Walter Karr ; commissioners of highways, Elihu Knight,

Benjamin Van Campen and William Gray ; constables , Miles

Oakley, sen . , John McIntosh and James Ayres ; overseers of

highways, Micah Haskin , Charles W. Clark , Philip Doderer

and Miles Oakley , sen . ; poundmaster , Benjamin Van

Campen ; fence -viewers, Ardon Cobb, Stephen Major and

Phineas Stevens .:

It was resolved that fences should be constructed in

accordance with certain specifications ; that " for each wolf

actually taken and killed in said town there shall be a

bounty of four dollars paid out of the town's money;" and

that the next annual town meeting should " be held at the

aforesaid house of B. V. C.”

The supervisors since 1808 have been as follows : 1809,

Joseph Karr ; 1810, 1811 , Henry McHenry ; 1812 , 1813 ,

1816-18 , 1824-26 , 1830 , 1844 , Clark Crandall ; 1814, 1815 ,

Stephen Major; 1819 , Jonathan Lanphear; 1820 , Silas Still

man ; 1821-23 , Jonathan Lanphear ; 1827 , Paris Green ;

1828 , 1829 , 1831-34 , David Stillman ; 1835 , 1836, 1840-42 ,

1848 , 1849, Samuel Russell; 1837-39, Joshua Vincent ; 1843,

Josiah W. Green ; 1845 , 1846, Benjamin H. Green ; 1847 ,

1850 , John Penny ; 1851-54 , 1861 , Alfred Lewis ; 1855 , J. R.

Hartshorn ; 1856 , John N. De Witt; 1857 , 1860 , 1876 , 1877 ,

David R. Stillman ; 1862 , 1863 , Horace G. Witter ; 1864 ,

1865 John L. Russell ; 1866 , 1867 , Ezra P. Crandall ; 1868 ,
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1869 , Maxson J. Green ; 1870. 1871 , Clark Sherman ; 1872 ,

1873 , 1878, William C. Burdick ; 1874 1875 , Timothy R.

Chase.

During the period above mentioned the following named

persons have held the office of town clerk : 1809 , 1812 ,

Matthew McHenry; 1810 , Joseph A. Rathbun; 1811 , Clark

Crandall ; 1813 , George Lockhart; 1814-16 , 1818 , 1820,

L. S. Rathbun ; 1817 , Nathan Green ; 1819 , Jesse Whitford ;

1821 , 1822 , Jonathar. Lanphear ; 1823-30 , Asa Burdick ;

1831-34 , 1837 , Samuel Russell; 1835 , Nathan C. Williams;

1836 , M. L. Russell; 1838 , 1839 , Luke Green ; 1840 , 1841 ,

Samuel Thatcher ; 1842-48 , 1851 , Benjamin H. Green ; 1849 ,

Erastus A. Green ; 1850 , Philip S. Green ; 1852 , Clark Cran

dall ; 1853 , Maxson J. Green ; 1854 , Clark Crandall; 1855 ,

1856, E. P. Crandall ; 1857 , 1862-67 , 1870, Timothy R.

Chase ; 1858, O. P. Crandall ; 1859, 1860 , William R. Bur

dick ; 1861 , Russell W. Burdick ; 1868 , 1869, John A. Travis;

1871 , Fern : indo S. Maxson ; 1872-76 , Melville A. Green ;

1877 , 1878 , A. B. Green .

The following named town officers were elected for the

year 1879 :

Supervisor, William R. Burdick ; town clerk , A. B. Green ;

justice, Amos B. Collins ; commissioner of highways, Thomas

Place ; assessor, F. 11. Hamilton ; collector, T. A. Burdick ;

overseer of the poor, Green Champlin ; inspectors of election ,

0. M. Rogers, W. A. Rose ; constables, A. C. Sisson , T. A.

Burdick , D. B. Langworthy, George B. Shaw ; game con

stable, Collins C. Burdick .

having become a village containing, besides the university,

a church, a newspaper office, a hotel, a photograph gallery, a

steam saw -mill and cheese box manufactory, a sast , door

and blind factory, and the usual number of wagon, black .

smith and other shops.

The Sabbath Rerorider , published by the American Sab .

bath Tract Society, takes high ground as a religious and

family newspaper. Its history will be found fully set forth

on page 86 , in the chapter of this work devoted to a history

of the press of Allegany county .

The publishing house of the American Sabbath Tract So

ciety is a great addition to the interests of Alfred Centre, and

employs more men and is doing more business than any

other printing office in Allegany county.

ALFRED UNIVERSITY .

ALFRED RURAL CEMETERY.

At a meeting of citizens held at Alfred Centre, July 8th,

1847 , it was unanimously resolved to form an association

under the name of the Alfred Rural Cemetery Association .

Maxson Green was chosen chairman and Erastus Green

secretary , and six other persons were designated as trus

tees .

A lot was purchased near what was then the limit of the

village , and was used as a burial ground by the society for

several years. But as the village increased in size it was

deemed advisable to procure a larger and more suitable

place for the interment of the dead ; and in May, 1857 , the

present grounds, containing about five acres, were purchased

of Mrs. Mary Green . This site is beautifully located, about

midway between the villages of Alfred and Alfred Centre ,

on a rise of ground at a little distance from the highway. It

is in the form of a mound with an elevation of about forty

feet, and is visible on three sides from a distance. To this

new and more pleasant place of burial the dead were re

moved from the old burial grounds by the authority of a

special act of Legislature.

Remarkable as has been the material progress of Alle

gany county , the advancement of its inhabitants in refine

ment, culture and education is still more deserving of record .

While it is true that the sturdy arm of the pioneer has

cleared away the beech and maple woods, the pine and hem

lock forests which but recently covered the whole surface of

the country ; and where once all was wilderness, with here

and there the lazy smoke from the lone woodman's log cabin

curling up through the tall trees , persistent toil has discov

ered to the face of day verdant pastures and rich meadow

lands; and a thousand hillsides enlivened with sleek herds

and dotted with white farm -houses and their clusters of

barns, furnish many a scene of thriving prosperity and

quiet rural beauty unsurpassed in the State ; it is even more

to the purpose that, in a new country, where “ few of the

farmers had paid for their farms, and fewer still had com

fortable houses, a people far removed from market and

generally poor " [ President Kenyon) should have founded

and maintained at enormous personal sacrifices schools,

academies, and a college ; and become one of the most en

lightened and best educated sections of the country .

It would be impossible to trace the progress of education

in Allegany county without giving a detailed history of

Alfred University. It was founded by the poor and for the

poor; and its struggles and successes wonderfully illustrate

the pluck and sterling qualities of the first settlers of

Alfred . Too poor to send their children away to school ,

and equally determined to give them advantages to obtain

a higher education, a number of citizens banded together,

in the summer of 1836 , to establish a select school in the

little hamlet of Alfred Centre. Mrs. Henry Sheldon offered

her north chamber for the use of the school, if they would

finish it off. This chamber was in the two -story house

still standing - which was afterward , for many years , the

residence of Luke Green , Esq., one of the leading citizens

of Alfred . So the carpenters and other mechanics of the

place volunteered to finish off the chamber, and fit it up for a

school-room .

In December a select school, which proved to be the

origin of Alfred University, was organized under the charge

of Rev. Bethuel Church .

This school was maintained through the winter by a sub

scription, and limited to thirty - six scholars .

The effort was a success, and was followed in the summer

of 1837 by a more perfect organization , and the determina

tion to establish an academy for the village and neighbor

ALFRED CENTRE .

Alfred Centre is situated on Whitney Valley creek , a lit

tle north of the center of the town, two miles from the

railroad . Its early settlement is treated in connection with

that of other portions of the town . It derives its promi

nence from the Alfred University, which is located there,

and which has served as the center about which the village

has grown . In 1859 the settlement contained a church , the

university and one hundred and seventy- seven inhabitants.

Since that date the growth has been marked , the locality

a
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hood. Accordingly, funds were subscribed, and the first

academic building, located in the center of the small village,

consisting at that time of about half a dozen houses, was

erected . It was twenty - eight feet by thirty - four feet and

one story high, and cost some $7co, including school furni

ture and a small set of apparatus. Every thing was got

ready, and on the end of December Rev. James R. Irish , a

student of Union College , who had been secured as princi

pal, opened the second term of the school. With some

forty students in attendance , a variety of text books and

some studies new to him , Prof. Irish says that “ here proved

to be a field of incessant toil."

Mr. Irish was a close student, a successful and popular

teacher, and a most devoted , earnest and effective preacher

of the gospel of Christ.

There was no spring term in 1838, but early in August

the school was opened again by Mr. Irish, who taught

through the summer, fall and winter terms, with an average

attendance of seventy -two students.

Largely due to the earnest religious labors of Mr. Irish , a

very extensive revival of religion occurred at Alfred , and

some two hundred members were added to the first Sabba

tarian Baptist Church of that place. This resulted in his

call to the pastorate of the church in the spring of 1839 .

On resigning the charge of the school Prof. Irish engaged

as his successor William Colegrove Kenyon , then in his

junior year at Union College , to become the principal of the

academy.

Mr. Kenyon was born in Richmond, R. I. , October 23d ,

1812 , of poor and humble parentage . At the age of five

years he was bound out to a guardian , from whom “ he ex

perienced the severity and ungraciousness not unfrequently

attaching to the life of a ward.” When old enough he was

hired out to neighboring farmers during the summer, and in

the winter he attended district school, doing chores night

and morning and working one day in the week for his

board . At the early age of fourteen he united by baptism

with the First Church of Hopkinton , and the three follow

ing winters were spent in the families of Deacons Daniel

Lewis and John Langworthy, whose high social , refining and

elevating influences awakened in him noble aspirations.

During this time he attended school , and when at work on

the farm he kept a book handy, that all odd spells might be

improved. His work was driven with a view to gain time

for his studies , and he read and studied by fire light when no

better was at hand. When he was about nineteen years of

age he bought his time of his guardian, giving his note,

which he subsequently paid, principal and interest, with

money earned by teaching at the institution with which he

was afterward so prominently connected . He learned the

trade of a machinist, and while working with the lathe and

file did much of his studying, reciting with classes in a

school known as the Lyceum . In the summer of 1836 he

entered Union College, having gone over only about half the

studies usually required for entering, a fact which necessi

tated very hard work to enable him to keep up with his

classes .

Professor Kenyon entered upon the duties of his office

at Alfred Centre expecting to remain only two or three

years at most, for in preparing for the ministry he intended

to devote his life to missionary work in foreign fields. But

here , in a field comparatively unoccupied by institutions of

learning , he saw a mission worthy of his efforts, and he,

soon became interested in educational projects, to the suc

cess and perpetuation of which his whole future life was de

voted .

His arduous labors awakened that interest which was the

germ of Alfred University , and with unflagging energy he

pushed his beneficent plans through periods of despondency

and grave financial embarrassments to a noble culmination

in the success of that institution , which stands as a monu

ment to his unremitting toil and self -sacrifice ; and his

memory is enshrined in the hearts of hundreds who have

reaped and are yet to reap the benefit of his labors.

In addition to the preparation demanded by his daily

duties, he prosecuted his college studies , frequently working

most of the night , and in due time received the degree of

Master of Arts. In the fall of 1841 he was appointed

superintendent of common schools for this county. He

spent the winter and part of the following summer in the

discharge of the duties of this office, Elder Irish taking his

place. temporarily as principal of the school.

A memorial address delivered by Professor Jonathan Allen,

by appointment of the trustees of Alfred University , con

tained the following characterization of Mr. Kenyon :

“ One of those slender, compact, nervous, magnetic men

-a man very earnest, very incisive, somewhat radical , even

eccentric , if you please , yet very genuine - the first sight of

him , on his arrival here to take charge of the school stirred

our young life to the core . The first address that we heard

him deliver roused and thrilled us as no other, and we

worked for days in a dream ; and his teaching was suggest

ive, electric , inspiring. President Kenyon sometimes said

that the noblest inscription which he could have for his

tombstone would be, that he had been good at drill , and

secured mental concentration , steadiness of mental nerve

and eye , steadfastness of purpose, leading to an appreciation

of the infinite importance of life's opportunities and re

sponsibilities ."

In 1841 Professor Kenyon had raised the attendance to

one hundred. In the summer of this year a large two

storied front was added to the academic building, at a cost

of about $2,500. At this time the tuition for attendance at

the academy was from $2.50 to $3.50 for a term of thirteen

weeks , and board was from $ 1.00 to $ 1.50 per week, includ

ing fuel , light and washing.

August 5th , 1840 , Professor Kenyon married Miss Melissa

B. Ward In 1857 , when the university charter was granted ,

he was appointed president, an office he held till 1865 ,

when he spent a few months in Missouri , having married in

September of the previous year Mrs. Ida S. Long. He soon

resumed his duties in the university, and though offered

one of the most lucrative and tempting educational posi

tions in the gift of the State, he steadfastly held to his pur

pose to devote a complete life - service to the cause of

education in Alfred . Illness, however, soon compelled him to

again seek medical aid , rest , and foreign travel . He spent

the winter of 1866 and 1867 and the following spring in

Prussia and Switzerland, but as he was getting weaker from

week to week the party turned their faces homeward, stop

ping a few weeks at Paris, and going thence to London on

the end of May. Mr. Kenyon's health failed rapidly, but

such was his intense desire to reach home that his home

passage had been paid , trunks packed , and a man engaged
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The number of teachers employed in the institution dur

ing the year ending with the date of this report , was as 'fol

lows : Males, II ; females, 8 ; total 19 .

The whole number of scholars during the term ending on

the 5th of December, 1877 , was 294 ; for that ending on the

13th of March, 1878 , 254 ; on the 3d of July, 1878, 181 .

The whole number of scholars during the year ending on

the 3d of July, 1878 , was 415 , of whom 215 were males and

200 females.

The prices charged for tuition , per annum, in the institu

tion , during the year, were as follows :

Common English studies , $21 ; mathematical and higher

English , $30 ; classical , including all the preceding, $30.

The expense of board and tuition for the academic year

of thirty - nine weeks averages about $ 150 .

ALFRED LODGE, NO. 148 , A. 0. U. W.
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to take him to the ship. He died on the morning of June

7th , 1867 , and his funeral took place on the 11th , at Abney

Park Cemetery, near London .

To the general conference of the Seventh - Day Baptist de

nomination held in the autumn of 1878 the following facts

were communicated in a report of the trustees of Alfred

University , which is carried on under the auspices of that

denomination .

The following departments are in operation : Preparatory,

academic, collegiate and theological, with equal privileges

for both sexes.

The courses of study which have been established are the

normal or teachers ', classical , scientific, industrial mechanics

and theological

The professorships are those of metaphysical and ethical

science, Biblical theology, Latin language and literature,

Greek language and literature , pure mathematics, modern

languages and literature, natural history, physical sciences,

history and literature , Hebrew and cognate languages ,

English language and literature, industrial mechanics ,

churc !: history and homiletics , painting and drawing, music

and telegraphy

The officers of the board of trustees were : Hon. Benja

min F. Langworthy, president ; Rev. Nathan V. Hull, D.D. ,

vice-president ; Elisha Potter, treasurer ; Mark Sheppard ,

recording secretary, and Rev. J. Allen , D. D., Ph . D. , cor

responding secretary-all of Alfred .

The faculty was given as follows :

Rev. J. Allen , D. D. , Ph . D. , president, metaphysics and

ethics.

Rev. Nathan V. Hull , D. D ) . , pastoral theology .

Rev. Ethan P. Larkin , A. M. , natural history and Latin .

Rev. Thomas R. Williams, D. D. , Biblical theology .

Abigail M. Allen , A. M. , painting and drawing .

Ida F. Kenyon, A. M., modern languages and literature .

Susan E. Larkin , A. M., music,

Henry C. Coon, A. M., M. D. , natural science and history .

Rev. A. H. Lewis, A. M. , church history and homiletics.

Helen M. Crandall , music .

Alpheus B. Kenyon , S. M. , industrial mechanics and

mathematics.

Amelia E. Stillman, A. M., painting.

William R. Prentice, A. M. , English language and ad

junct mathematics.

George Scott, A. B. , Ph . B. , Greek and adjunct Latin .

Earl P. Saunders, book keeping and penmanship.

A. W. Coon , telegraphy.

The following statistics were embraced in the statement

of the financial history of the institution , from its founding

in 1836 to July 3d , 1878 :

The total endowment fund at the latter date was $ 97,

377.10. The total amount of receipts was reported to have

been , under the head of “ grounds, buildings, library, cabi.

nets, and apparatus fund , " $ 148,473 ; while the expenditures

and indebtedness in the same class were itemized as follows :

Grounds, $ 15,000 ; buildings and furnishings, $70,000 ;

cabinets and apparatus , $ 15,000 ; library , $ 11,000 ; paid in

terest , $24,193 ; due on loans , 13,280 . In the “ teaching and

incidental " class were given the following expenditures; for

teaching , $ 154,050.07 ; incidentals , $29,874.42 ; scholarships

and free , $21,000 ; building, etc. , $26,587.68 . Total , $ 231,

512.17 .

Alfred Lodge, No. 148, A. O. U. W. was instituted May

16th , 1878, by district deputy Bullock . The following are

the names of the charter members, twenty in number :

W. N. Burdick , M. A. Green, M. B. Green, F. M. Vin

cent , W. I. Langworthy, Asher S. Stillman , S. C. Whitford ,

James Shannan, G. O. Hood, F. H. Chase , E. Shaw, Byron

Smith , C. G. Witter , W. I. Newit , M. D. Westcott , Halsey M.

Burdick , George Westcott, Charles M. Vincent , Albert H.

Spencer, William Tuller.

The charter officers were as follows : W. N. Westcott , P.

M. W.; M. A. Green , M. W.; M. B. Green, G. F.; F. M.

Vincent, O. ; W. I. Langworthy, R.; Asher S. Stillman , F.;

S. C. Whitford, R.; James Shannan , G.; G. O. Hood, I. W.;

F. H. Chase, O. W.

The names of the present officers are as follows : M. A.

Green , P. M. W.; S. C. Whitford, M. W.; M. E. Thomas,

G. F.; I. N. Lewis , O.; William I. Langworthy, R. ; Asher

S. Stillman , F. ; Thomas Place , R.; George Westcott , G.;

G. 0. Hood, I W.; F. H. Chase , O. W.

This lodge is in a flourishing condition and is constantly

receiving to its membership from among the foremost men

in the town .

)

THE FIRST SEVENTH -DAY BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALFRED.

The first recorded meeting of Seventh -Day Baptists in Al

legany county was called by Stephen Coon, sen . , and held in

the town of Alfred , July 4th , 1812. At that meeting, or

soon afterward , articles of faith and covenant were adopted

and subscribed to by the following named persons : Stephen

Coon , sen . , Nathan Green , George Lanphear, William Saun

ders, Luke Maxson, William Davis and Edward Green , and

their wives , and Maxson Green, James Fisk, Rebecca Still

man , Bretty Wells, Sally Coon and Nancy Teater . “ These,"

the record says, “ joined covenant and kept up meetings on

the Sabbath ” and rapidly increased in membership, Stephen

Coon taking the lead in their services .

March 5th, 1813 , after the reading of the articles of faith ,

seven members of the Brookfield, New York, Seventh - Day

Baptist church united with the society . Besides the regular

weekly meetings, the members of the society held a meeting

on the first “ sixth ” day of each month for the purpose of dis

ciplining disorderly members and transacting such business

as might be necessary . Those meetings appear to have been

well attended by both sexes. In August, 1813 , David Sat

terlee was invited to improve his gift as a preacher of the
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gospel. The following October Elder William Satterlee,

from Berlin , N. Y. , visited the society, and application was

made through him for the setting off of the society as a

branch of the Brookfield church , but this action was deferred

in order to give further trial to David Satterlee as evangel .

ist and Stephen Coon as deacon . In December of the same

year Nathan Green was appointed standing clerk .

Abel Burdick, George Stillman , Elisha Coon and Edward

W. Burdick , from the Berlin church, and Daniel Babcock,

from Batavia, Genesee county , united with the society in

1815. A meeting was held October 4th , 1816 , at which a

committee, consisting of George Stillman , Clark Crandall ,

Daniel Babcock, Abel Burdick , Abram C. Crandall , Richard

Hull and Nathan Green , was appointed to draft a constitu

tion for a proposed church organization . This committee

reported October 18th , and the constitution was adopted

unar.imously, provided the general conference saw fit to or

ganize the society as a church . On the 20th of the same

month a council consisting of elder William Satterlee and

George Maxon, from the Berlin church ; elder Henry Clark

and Charles Babcock from the Brookfield church , and George

Stillman and Edward Green of the Alfred society took into

consideration the propriety of organizing the latter society

as a church , and after due consideration that measure was

effected with the following observances : A sermon appro

priate to the occasion was preached by Elder William Sat

terlee, and Elder Henry Clark gave the right hand of fel

lowship to George Stillman on behalf of the society. The

next day George Stillman and Daniel Babcock were ordained

deacons and authorized to administer baptism . In January,

1817 , the church voted to call on Messrs. Abraham G.

Crandall , Richard Hull , Clark Crandall , Stephen Coon and

David Satterlee to come forward in rotation and improve

their gifts as the Lord might direct.” December ist, 1820,

the church with only one dissenting voice called Richard

Hull and Daniel Babcock to ordination to the gospel minis

try, and they were ordained on the second Sabbath in Sep

tember, 1824, by a council of ministers consisting of William

B. Maxson , Eli S. Bailey and John Green, sent by the gen

eral conference for that purpose. These were the first

men ordained to the gosepl ministry in the church of Al

fred .

The first effort of the church to raise money for mission

ary purposes was on January 5th , 1821 . On the 6th of the

following May the church voted to give Messrs . Amos Sat

terlee, Richard Hull and Daniel Babcock a half bushel of

wheat per day for performing missionary labor in Troups

burg, Pennsylvania , and intermediate places , also in Pem

broke , Erie county. At the same meeting Clark Crandall ,

Stephen Coon , Amos Crandall , Oliver Coon, Luke Maxson,

Ephraim Davis, Joseph Goodrich , Isaiah Crandall and Sam

uel Yapp were appointed to take the lead in singing on Sab

bath days, and a resolution was introduced by Nathan Pierce

to prohibit memhers from joining the masons and to disfel

lowship any one belonging to that fraternity.

This resolution was adopted May 30th of the same

year.

Deacon Alvin Ayres, from Salem , western New Jersey ,

united with the Alfred church October 3d, 1824. March

24th , 1831 , David Maxson and Amos Crandall were ordained

deacons ; Charles D. Langworthy was ordained in 1836 ;

Nathan L. Maxson November 30, 1844 ; George W. Allen ,

Josiah Witter, Alfred Lewis and Daniel Potter December

25th, 1850 ; Oliver D. Sherman December 4th, 1864, and A.

C. Burdick in January, 1871. Richard Hull and Daniel Bab

cock were the first ministers of the gospel ordained in this

church . Their ordination has been referred to . These

men , assisted occasionally by Elders Amos Satterlee , Spen

cer Sweet and Ray Green , ministered to the church until

in December, 1836 , it was voted to call Elder Alexander

Campbell to the ministry for one year. In 1837 Elder Joel

Green was employed to labor for a season . During the

summer and autumn of 18 Hasley H. Baker preached

for the church a while. During the winter of 1838-39 El

der Stillman Coon held a series of meetings with the church ,

wnich resulted in a powerful revival of religion and the con

version of many. Forty persons were baptized by him in

one day in the little mill pond near Baker's Bridge . An

opening was made through the ice, which was very thick ,

and during the ceremony the audience stood in a circle upon

the ice. The day was exceedingly cold . March 3d, 1839,

James R. Irish , a young man and a graduate from Union

College, who had been employed as teacher and principal of

Alfred Academy during a few of the early terms taught in

the first school building, was called by the church to ordi

nation and became its first pastor, with a salary of $300 per

He continued this relationship from year to year

till 1845. Soon afterward J. L. Scott , a licentiate , was in

vited to supply the pulpit for a short time , and was succeeded

by the employment of Elder Lucius Crandall , of Plainfield ,

N. J. , until the spring of 1846, when Elder N. V. Hull be

came pastor of the church, who has continued his labors

without interruption ever since . His continued employment

by this church for so long a period (nearly thirty -three years)

is a sufficient compliment to his real worth and ability both

as a man and a minister . No other man , probably, in the

denomination could have retained the confidence and es

teem of so large a church for so long a time and given such

general satisfaction as he has done. He is now seventy years

old , but still active, prompt and faithful in his labors and

beloved and respected by all .

About the year 1824 the church began building the first

house of worship. This was a large wooden building about

thirty - six by fifty feet , with a gallery , located about one mile

below Alfred Centre . It was not completed till about 1828,

at a cost of about $2,500 . In December, 1852, measures

were inaugurated for building a second edifice, located at

Alfred Centre. This was completed in 1855 , and is still

occupied In 1875 it underwent thorough repairs and

radical changes in its interior arrangement .

The membership of the church from time to time, accord

ing to its report to the general conference , has been as

follows : In 1853, 392 ; 1858 , 395 ; 1863 , 438 ; 1868, 440 ;

1874, 483 ; 1878, 468 .

The membership of the following churches was largely or

almost wholly from the First Seventh -Day Baptist Church

of Alfred at the time of organization : Second Church of

Alfred, organized in 1831 ; Hebron, 1833 ; Friendship, 1834 ;

Amity and Scio, 1834 ; Independence, 1834 ; Milton , Wis

consin , 1840 ; Albion , Wisconsin , 1843 ; Hartsville, 1847 ;

Hornellsville , 1877. It will be seen that although members

of the parent church were from time to time leaving it and

forming new alliances, the membership has steadily increased

and is yet very large .

66

a
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ALFRED (BAKER'S BRIDGE) .

Early in the history of the town of Alfred , Baker's Bridge

was the business center of all the country around about.

It received its name from the fact that the Bakers, of An

dover, built a pole bridge across the creek at ' that point to

enable them to get to the Corey mill in Almond . Before

Almond was set off ( 1821 ) the people of the seventh range

held their town meetings there . The earliest settlements

were made in that neighborhood . According to Disturnell's

Gazetteer, the village contained in 1840 " about two hundred

inhabitants, thirty - five dwellings , one church, two taverns,

three stores , two grist - mills and one saw -mill." In 1855 it

contained a church and one flouring mill , and one hundred

and thirty -four inhabitants. The present population is

about one hundred, and there are in the village about twenty

five dwelling houses and one hotel, besides several stores

and a convenient number of shops of various kinds.

a

church , in 1845 , and served faithfully and efficiently as

deacon until his death, in 1876. Daniel Potter also served

as deacon for a time, until his removal from the church.

Lyman Lewis was ordained deacon , and served the church

faithfully until death removed him .

In 1866 F. W. Hamilton and J. T. Green were elected

deacons. In 1873 the latter removed from the county and

J. N. Forbes was ordained in his stead, thus leaving F. W.

Hamilton and J. N. Forbes as deacons at the present date.

Amos Burdick was elected clerk of the church in 1832 .

He served for a time and was succeeded by D. G. Vincent,

who served until 1847. He was followed by C. D. Lang

worthy, who continued in the position until 1855 , at which

time the present recording clerk, F. W. Hamilton, was

elected . The present corresponding clerk is J. N. Forbes.

The first house of worship built and occupied by the

church was located about one mile south of the Alfred

depot . The house which is now occupied by the church

was dedicated in April, 1857. It is located in the village of

Alfred (Baker's Bridge) , and will seat three hundred people.

One of the constituent members of the church is now

living within the bounds of the church-Polly Green, aged

eighty- nine years.

The writer of this sketch has not the material at hand from

which to give a history of the revival epochs in the church .

A very extensive work of grace occurred in 1878 , during

which about ninety persons were added to the church .

At this date its life is vigorous and its interests well sus

tained .

THE SECOND SEVENTH-DAY BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALFRED.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

The Second Seventh - Day Baptist Church of Alfred was

organized on the 20th day of January, 1831. A sermon

pertinent to the occasion was preached by Rev. Daniel Bab

cock , from Ephesians ii . 19-22 . A prayer of consecration

and hand of fellowship were offered by Rev. Richard Hull .

There were fifty -one constituent members, most of whom

were dismissed from the “ First " church for the purpose

of organizing the Second.

The pastors and preachers of the church have been as

follows :

Rev. Ray Green was licensed by the church to preach in

1831 , and ordained pastor August 23d, 1832 , in which capac

ity he served the church until 1840 . Rev. James H.

Cochran succeeded him and continued as pastor, with a

slight intermission , until 1848. After a year of irregular

supplies Rev. Jared Kenyon was ordained and called to the

pastorate, in June, 1850. He continued in the office until

April, 1855. During the two years succeeding the desk was

supplied by Rev. Stephen Burdick, Rev. A. A. Lewis and

others. In April, 1857 , Rev. James R. Irish , D. D. , was

called to the pastorate, in which he continued for about

two years . Rev. Nathan Wardner, who had lately returned

from mission work in China, took charge of the church

January 1st, 1859, and continued as pastor until January

ist, 1867. During the next six months the pulpit was sup

plied by Rev. Charles A. Burdick, who was then a student

at Alfred University . Rev. B. F. Rogers, who was also a

student at the University, acted as stated supply for the

next two years. Rev. L. R. Swinney was ordained as pastor

October 4th , 1869. He continued in that relation until

July, 1877. Prof. A. H. Lewis , from Alfred University, was

then engaged to supply the pulpit for six months. On the

ist of January, 1878, he was engaged as pastoral supply and

has so continued up to the present date (March, 1879) .

Nathan Lanphear and Stephen R. Smith were ordained

as deacons in 1832. Amos Burdick , who had been a dea

con in the “ First " church, was recognized as such in the

" Second.”

John Langworthy, a deacon from the First Hopkinton

(R. I. ) Church, united with this church in 1843 , and served

as deacon until his death . Charles D. Langworthy united

with the Second Alfred church by letter from the First

George F. Allen, farmer and owner of one hundred acres

of land, was born in Alfred in 1832. His parents were

George W. and Lydia Allen , the former having been a resi

dent of Allegany county since 1817. Mr. Allen was married

in 1855 , to Miss Olive Burdick, of Alfred .

Baylies S. Bassett, son of John C. and Elizabeth Bassett,

was born in 1821 in Delaware county, and came to Allegany

county with his parents , about 1826. He remained until

1865 , at which date he removed to Canisteo, Steuben county,

and, in 1876, returned to Allegany county, making Alfred

Centre his residence. Mr. Bassett married Miss Esther

Crandall, of Independence, in 1849. He is a farmer and

lumberman .

Silas Benjamin, son of Thomas Benjamin , was born in

1825 in Alfred , and removed to Wisconsin in 1844, locating

in Albion , where he was married to Miss Aseneth Lyon.

During the Rebellion he enlisted and served a term of four

years in Company I, 12th Wisconsin volunteers. The fam

ily returned to Allegany county in 1875 , and Mr. Benjamin

purchased eighty acres of land in Alfred, where he now re

sides.

John Bennett was born in Milo, Yates county, in 1820. In

1842 he married Miss Jane Ackley, of the same town, and

removed to Alfred in 1851 , purchasing one hundred acres of

land, on lot number 42 , upon which he has since lived . They

have a family of two children .

Frank M. Beya was born in Hector, Tompkins county, in

1 )
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1842 , and came to Alfred with his parents in 1850. He

married Miss Hattie M. Burdick, of Alfred, in 1864. The

same year Mr. Beya enlisted in Company I , 179th N. Y. in

fantry, and was wounded at the battle of Petersburg, June

17th, 1864.

W. H. Burch, a native of Dansville, Livingston county,

was born in 1851 , and came to Alfred with his parents in

1853. His marriage with Miss Emma M. Stearns, of Ando

ver, occurred in 1872. He is engaged in farming.

Amos Burdick, a native of Westerly, Washington county,

Rhode Island , was born in 1794. In 1802 he accompanied

his parents to Brookfield , Madison county, where he re

mained until 1816, when he started for Allegany county on

foot, and arrived in Alfred in December. In 1818 he was

married to Miss Ancis Clark, of Brookfield .
He took up

one hundred acres of lot number 19 . After living upon

his farm twenty years, he removed to the village of Alfred .

He has been engaged in keeping hotel for thirteen years,

and in the mercantile business in partnership with his son

for sixteen years. Mr. and Mrs. Burdick are among the

oldest members of the Seventh - Day Baptist Church .

Asa C. Burdick, son of Asa and Susanna Burdick, was

born in Alfred in 1821. In 1842 he married Miss Tacy

Green, and in 1855 they went to Wisconsin , where he en

listed in 1861 and served three years in Company K, 13th

Wisconsin volunteers, as hospital nurse and ward master.

They returned to Alfred in 1867 , where he works at his

trade, 'that of a carpenter and joiner. Mr. Burdick has

filled the office of superintendent of common schools.

Daniel T. Burdick, cheese manufacturer, a native of

Rhode Island, was born in 1822 , and came with his parents,

Jeremiah and Susan Burdick, to Alfred in 1825 , and has

been a resident of the town since. In 1850 he married

Miss Elizabeth Wood. He established his cheese factory

in 1865 , in which he employs one man and does an annual

business of one hundred thousand pounds of cheese. Mr.

Burdick has served as assessor three years. Mr. and Mrs.

Burdick are members of the Seventh -Day Baptist Church.

John C. Burdick was born in Alfred in 1826. He was

engaged in business at Andover six years . In 1848 his

marriage with Miss Caroline Fisher, daughter of Isaac

Fisher, of Alfred, took place. Mr. Burdick has been en

gaged in the jewelry business at Baker's Bridge for a long

time. He employs one man, and derives from the business

an annual income of $3,000. Mr. and Mrs. Burdick are

both members of the Seventh -Day Baptist Church.

Levi S. Burdick, a life-long resident of Alfred, was born

in 1826. He is a farmer and owns one hundred and forty

acres of land . He is a member of the Seventh - Day Bap

tist Churchi .

Mrs. Milo Burdick , daughter of David and Minerva Sher

man, is a native of West Union, Steuben county . She

married Milo Burdick in 1852. Mr. Burdick was engaged

in farming and in the hardware business. He held the

office of supervisor of the town of Ward two years. He

died in 1873 , aged forty - seven. They were both members

of the Seventh-Day Baptist Church.

Russell W. Burdick was born in the town of Alfred in

1828. His business is farming. His wife was formerly

Miss Melvina Middaugh . They have a family of seven chil

dren . They are both members of the Seventh - Day Baptist

Church .

Stephen C. Burdick, a native of Rhode Island, was born

in 1820. He came to Allegany county in 1825 , but did not

remain long before he removed to Steuben county, where

he remained until 1841 , at which date he returned to the

county, locating in Alfred . In 1843 he married Miss Maria

Burdick for his first wife . She died in 1846 and he married

Miss Elizabeth Peckham, of Rhode Island. Mr. and Mrs.

Burdick belong to the Seventh- Day Baptist Church. He

has held the office of highway commissioner.

William R. Burdick was born in Rhode Island in 1824,

and the family came to Allegany county the same year.

They remained but a short time before removing to Hornells

ville, Steuben county. Mr. Burdick returned to Alfred in

1851 , and in 1854 was married to Miss Ellen W. Satterlee, of

Hartsville . In 1856 Mr. Burdick established himself in the

mercantile business . He is the present postmaster of Alfred .

Mr. Burdick las held the offices of town clerk and highway

commissioner, and in 1878 was elected supervisor.

Green Champlain was born in Alfred in 1832 .

farmer and owns three hundred and five acres of land. In

1851 he married Miss Narcissa L. Crandall . She is a mem

ber of the Seventh - Day Baptist Church.

James A. Champlain, a native of Rhode Island , was born

in 1825. Two years later he came with his father's family

to Alfred. He is a farmer and owner of two hundred and

nine acres of land . He married Miss Clarissa Saunders, of

Alfred . They are both members of the Seventh-Day Baptist

Church, and have a family of three children.

Mrs. Mary Clair, wife of Lee A. Clair (who died in 1878,

aged sixty -five), was born in Angelica in 1837. Her marriage

with Mr. Clair occurred in 1867. In 1868 they came to

Alfred . She has a family of five children ,

Amos B. Collins, lawyer, was born in Alfred in 1826. He

married Miss Amanda M. Osborne, of Alfred, in 1846. She

died in 1864, and he married for his second wife Miss

Eliza J. O'Donnel, of Alfred, in 1868. Mr. Collins was ad

mitted to the bar in 1853 , and has held the office of magis

trate since 1867 , having been elected each successive term.

John Cook was born in Alfred , in 1828. His parents,

Daniel and Honor Cook, were early settlers in the town . Mr.

Cook was married in 1850 to Miss Julia Paddock, of Alfred.

She died in 1877. Mr. Cook is a farmer and owns one hun

dred and forty acres of land .

HENRY CLARK COON, A. M., M. D. , professor of natural

sciences and chemistry in Alfred University, was born in

West Edmeston , Otsego county, January 28th , 1828. His

ancestors were of Scotch- Irish descent. On coming to Amer

ica they settled in Rhode Island . His grandfather emi

grated to West Edmeston while his father was very young.

The latter, Ezra Coon, was a farmer, and Dr. Coon's younger

days were spent on the farm . An ardent lover of study, he

made the most of the opportunities afforded by the common

school and the village library, and at the age of nineteen he

entered De Ruyter Institute as a student. He remained there

five terms, after which he engaged in teaching but was com

pelled to abandon the work on account of failing health . Dr.

Coon took his first course of medical lectures, at Bowdoin

College, Me . , in 1861. In 1868 he graduated from Alfred

University , and received his degree of A. M. in 1871. The

following year he took his second course of lectures, at the

New York Homeopathic College, and received the degree of

M. D. November 21st, 1851 , Dr. Coon was married to L
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Elvira Stillman , a lady of superior culture and a graduate of

Alfred University, and they have since been almost con

stantly engaged in teaching in different academies . In 1872

Dr. Coon was elected to the chair he now occupies in Alfred

University

Almond E. Crandall, merchant and banker, was born in

Alfred , in 1830. His wife was formerly Miss Emma E. Sis

son , of Alfred. They were married in 1850, and have a fam

ily of three children . Mr. Crandall served as justice of the

peace fourteen years.

Henry M. Davis, blacksmith, was born in Angelica in 1839,

and was married in 1859 to Miss Susan Burdick . During

the Rebellion Mr. Davis enlisted in 1862 , and served three

years in Company H , ist New York Dragoons.

Joseph Edwards, a native of Rhode Island , was born in

1823 , and came from that State to Alfred with his parents

in 1826. He married Miss Harriet Williams , of Alfred , in

1851. They are both members of the Seventh - Day Baptist

Church . Mr. Edwards is a farmer, owning one hundred and

eighty acres of land . He has served as assessor of the town

of Ward six years.

Elisha C. Green, M. D. , was born in Lebanon, Conn . , in

1817. In 1838 his marriage with Miss Harriet Maxon, of

Friendship, occurred . Dr. Green graduated in 1839 at the

Pittsfield Medical College, Mass. , and came to Alfred , from

Wisconsin , in 1852. Mr. and Mrs. Green belong to the

Seventh - Day Baptist Church .

Erastus A. Green, manufacturer of sash , blinds and doors ,

a native and life -long resident of Alfred , was born in 1819.

He was married to Miss Nancy B. Green , of Independence .

Mr. Green employs four men and does an annual business

of three thousand dollars in his factory . Mr. and Mrs.

Green are members of the Seventh-Day Baptist Church .

HARRISON W. Green , farmer and cheese manufacturer, a

native of Alfred , was born in 1836. His wife was formerly

Miss Polly Green , of Alfred. The marriage occurred in

1859. He served during the late war in the ist New York

Dragoons, Company H, and was imprisoned six months in

Libby and Dansville prisons. He owns eighty - five acres of

land . Mr. Green and his wife are members of the Seventh

Day Baptist Church .

Philip S. Green, wagon maker and farmer, was born in

Almond, in 1818. His father's family came to Alfred the

same year. In 1844 he married Miss Olivia Place, of An

dover. They belong to the Seventh- Day Baptist Church .

Mr. Green has filled many official positions, among them

those of town clerk , justice of sessions, and justice of the

peace. The last named office he held for twenty-four

years.

William A. Green , farmer, was born in Alfred in 1819 ,

and was married in 1847, to Miss Olivia Hall , of Alfred .

They are both members of the Seventh-Day Baptist Church .

Giles H. Gridley, a native of Tioga county , was born in

1835. He was married in 1859 to Miss Sylvena Lamphere,

of Andover. They are both members of the Seventh - Day

Baptist Church. Mr. Gridley came to Alfred in 1865 from

Andover. He owns a farm of one hundred and thirty-eight

JOHN R. HARTSHORN, M. D. , was born in Lebanon ,

Madison county , N. Y. , in August, 1813. He graduated at

Fairfield Medical College at the age of twenty-one years,

and settled at Alfred Centre in 1835 . He was a successful

practitioner and became a leading physician , extending his

practice into adjacent towns over a wide district of country.

As an indication of his popularity in his profession we might

state that during his practice he had more than forty medi

cal students under his instruction . In 1852 he was elected

to the Legislature of this State, where he served with dili .

gence and ability. He died June 12th , 1871 , aged fifty

seven years.

Rev. Nathan V. Hull, D. D. , was born in Berlin , Rens

selaer county , October 18th , 1808 . He was a

Richard Hull , who, with his fainily, moved to Alfred in

February, 1814. He preached his first sermon in Novem

ber, 1832 , and was pastor of the Seventh - Day Baptist

Church of Clarence, Erie county, from 1833 to 1846 , since

which time he has been pastor of the First Seventh -Day

Baptist Church of Alfred . For many years he was presi

dent of the board of trustees of Alfred University. He is

now vice -president of the same body and professor of pas

toral theology in the University. Since 1872 he has been

editor of the Sabbath Recorder . In the infancy of the anti

slavery movement he was a candidate for member of Con

gress, but without expectation of being elected , as the nom

ination was made merely to consolidate the anti -slavery vote

in the district . Dr. Hull was married July 7th , 1830, to

Miss Phalla Vincent, of Almond. She died February 28th ,

1871. In September, 1872 , Dr. Hull married Mrs. L. A.

Hartshorn , of Alfred .

Orlando E. P. Kaple, a native of Otsego county, was born

in 1817 , and came to Alfred in 1836, from Erwin, Steuben

county. In 1839 he married Miss Rhoda Lamphere, of Al

mond. They belong to the Methodist Church . They

have a family of four children , having lost five.

Henry Keller, farmer and cheese manufacturer, was born

in Wayne county, in 1811 , and came to Alfred in 1823 , from

Otsego county. In 1839 he married Miss Nancy Tolls, of

Hornellsville. He manages the East Valley Cheese Fac

tory.

Moses Kemp came to Allegany county from Massachusetts

about 1828 and settled in Andover, where he remained a

few years and removed to Alfred . He subsequently re

moved to Potter county, Pa . , where he died . John H.

Kemp, son of Moses Kemp, was born in Andover in 1834 .

He accompanied his father to Alfred and has since resideu

there. He married Miss Laura Lewis, of Andover, in

1857

Benjamin F. Langworthy was born in North Stonington ,

Conn . , in 1810, and came to Alfred in 1857. He has mar

ried three times . His son , Lieutenant George Langworthy,

served in Company E, 85th New York volunteers, for a

period of three years.

CHARLES D. LANGWORTHY, a native of North Stoning

ton , was born in 1804 and came to Alfred in 1825. In 1821

he married Miss Susan Saunders, of Rensselaer county.

They have four children . Mr. Langworthy is a farmer.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Langworthy are menibers of the Seventh

Day Baptist Church.

ALFRED Lewis was born in the town of Hopkinton , R.

I. , in 1817. He received his education in the school of his

.

acres .

John P. Hamilton, a native and life -long resident of Al

fred, was born in 1825 . He married Miss Kate Saunders of

Monroe county, in 1844. Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton are mem

bers of the Seventh-Day Baptist Church.
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native town and in the academy at De Ruyter, N. Y. He

taught one year in a school in Talbot county, Md . , in 1839

and 1840. In 1840 he was married to Miss Lucy P. Lang

worthy, of Hopkinton, R. I. He located in Alfred in June,

1841. He was elected supervisor of Alfred five times and

also filled several other offices in the town . He was one of

the trustees of Alfred University from the time of its

charter until his death , which occurred February 19th ,

1873 .

Isaac M. Langworthy was born in Genesee, in 1843 , and

subsequently removed to Alfred . He married Miss Ruth

A. Place, of Alfred, in 1868. During the Rebellion Mr.

Langworthy served three years in Company H, ist N. Y.

Dragoons, and was imprisoned at Salisbury. He formerly

worked at the carpenter and joiner's trade, but is now en

gaged in farming.

Washington I. Newitt (proprietor of the Burdick House),

a native of Madison county, was born in 1854, and came to

Alfred in 1875. He married Miss Kittie O'Donnell , of

Alfred, in 1877 .

Jabish Odell was born in Rensselaer county, in 1794, and

came to Alfred in 1816 . The year previous to his removal

(1815) he married Miss Betsy Odell , of Rensselaer county.

She died in 1870 , 'aged seventy-eight. Mr. Odell is a farmer,

owning one hundred and twenty- five acres of land .

Mrs. Sarah D. Ormsby, wife of Daniel O. Ormsby, and

daughter of David and Cynthia Satterlee, of Alfred, was

married in 1840. Mr. Ormsby was born in Beckett, Berk

shire county, Mass.,in 1819,and came to Alfred in 1839. He

was at one time justice of the peace. During the late war

he enlisted in Company B, 179th N. Y. volunteers, and was

killed in the battle of Petersburg.

Truman C. Place, a native of Rensselaer county, was

born in 1811 , and after living some time in Wisconsin he

came to Alfred in 1845. He married Miss Susan Maxon in

1853. Their son, Benjamin F. Place, served two years in

the army, in Company H, ist N. Y. Dragoons, and was

killed in 1864. Mr. and Mrs. Place belong to the Seventh

Day Baptist Church .

William 0. Place, carpenter and joiner, a native of

Milton, Rock county, Wisconsin , was born in 1840, and

came with his parents in 1845 to Alfred . He served three

years in Company H ist N. Y. Dragoons during the Rebel

lion, and participated in the battles of Suffolk, Deserted

Farm and in other engagements. In 1866 he was married

to Miss De Ette Baldwin , of Brookfield, Madison county,

N.Y. She is a member of the Seventh- Day Baptist Church .

Elisha Potter, carpenter and joiner, was born in Rhode

Island , in 1806, and came to Alfred in 1824. In 1828 he

married Miss Miranda B. Maxson, of Rensselaer county.

Mr. Potter was a wool carder and cloth dresser by trade,

and in 1835 he erected the woolen factory in Whitney

Valley, now owned by Nathan G. Hadsell . Mrs. Potter

died in 1847 , and in 1853 Mr. Potter married Miss Eleanor

Sheppard, of Greenwich, N.J. They belong to the Seventh

Day Baptist Church.

EZRA POTTER was born in Westerly, Rhode Island, in

1814, and came to Alfred in 1823. He was one of the early

settlers in the county and prominent among the farmers.

His wife was Miss Content Sisson . They were married in

1837. In 1874 Mr. Potter died, aged sixty. His widow re

sides with her daughter and son -in -law , Mr. F. W. Hamilton .

Jerome N. Potter is a life -long resident of Alfred; was

born here in 1841. His marriage with Miss Sarah A. Thomas,

of Alfred , occurred in 1861. They have a family of five

children . Mr. Potter is a farmer and owns one hundred

and ninety acres of land . Mr. and Mrs. Potter are mem

bers of the Seventh - Day Baptist Church .

Henry Saunders was born in Alfred in 1844. He mar

ried Miss Laura Compton, of Kilburn City, Wisconsin , in

1871. They have a family of three children . Mr. and Mrs.

Saunders belong to the Seventh -Day Baptist Church .

William M. Saunders, farmer, was born in Alfred in 1814.

His wife was Miss Sally Place . They were married in 1834.

They are members of the Seventh -Day Baptist Church .

They have a family of four children .

John R. Shaw, son of Anthony and Dinah Shaw, was

born in Stephentown, Rensselaer county, in 1813. He came

to Allegany county in 1829 in company with his brother,

Phineas Shaw, and purchasing one hundred acres of land of

James Alexander, erected a dwelling and has since resided

upon the place. In 1832 he married Miss Tacy Burdick

for his first wife. She died in 1850 , and in 1851 he married

Miss Mary Williams, of Alfred . They belong to the Seventh

Day Baptist Church.

Frederick Sherman, a native of Herkimer county, was

born in 1823, and came to Alfred in 1836. He married

Miss Marilla Place, of Alfred , in 1845. They have one

daughter. Mrs. Sherman died in 1876, aged fifty -four. Mr.

Sherman is engaged in farming.

Albert Smith, a native and resident of Alfred , was born in

1817. He is a son of Elias and Content Smith . He mar

ried Miss Aseneth Allen, daughter of Joseph and Rachael

Allen , of Hopkinton, Rhode Island . They belong to the

Seventh-Day Baptist Church.

Peleg Thomas, a native of Petersburg, Rensselaer county,

was born in 1831 , and came to to Alfred in 1846. His mar

riage with Miss Harriet Clair, of Alfred, occurred in 1855 .

Mr. Thomas is one of the present assessors of the town and

has held the office during the past nine years. He is a farm

er , and owns two hundred and fifty -three acres of land.

William M. Truman, M. I. , was born in Preston, Che

mung county , in 1813, and in 1840 came to Allegany county,

locating in Richburg, and subsequently removed to Alfred.
Dr. Truman graduated at the Fairfield Medical College in

1834. The same year he married Miss Huldah L. Babcock,

of Cortland county. His son Albert Truman is a physician

and is pursuing the practice of his profession in Madison
county. Dr. W. M. Truman has served nine years as coro

ner of Allegany county.

Daniel G. Vincent, cabinet maker, was born in Berlin,

Rensselaer county , in 1812 , and came to Alfred with his par

ents in 1820. He married Miss Lucretia Maxon, of Al

fred , in 1838. They are members of the Seventh- Day Bap

tist Church . Mr. Vincent has held the office of justice of

the peace each successive term since 1854.

Nathan J. Willis, manufacturer of boots and shoes , a na

tive of Windsor, Vt . , was born in 1843, and came to Alfred

in 1876 from Jacksonville, Ill . He enlisted in 1861 and served

two years in Bates battery, 151 New York light artillery, and

in 1864 enlisted a second time, in the 15th New York heavy

artillery. He was wounded at Spottsylvania , and lost his

left leg below the knee.

Clark L. Witter, farmer and proprietor of the Alfred House,

was born in Almond in 1822 . He married Miss Elizabeth

Burdick , of Alfred, in 1844. They have a family of two

children.

Horace G. Witter, farmer, was born in Brookfield, Madison

county, N. Y. , in 1814, and came to Alfred . He was elected

justice of the peace in 1850 , and has held the office each suc

cessive year since, and served as supervisor twoyears. He

married Miss Lorinda Hamilton in 1836. She died in 1873,

and in 1875 Mr. Witter was married to Huldah Hall , of Ber .

lin , Rensselaer county. They are members of the Seventh

Day Baptist Church.

Stillman B. Witter, farmer, was born in Madison county in

1812, and came to Alfred in 1834. He married Miss Laura

L. Burdick, of Alfred, in 1837. They are members of the

Seventh - Day Baptist Church .

a
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THE TOWN OF ALLEN.

LLEN is the center town of the second tier from

the northern boundary of the county , and , ad

joing Angelica on the north , is conveniently lo

cated with reference to courts and other busi

ness at the county towns.

The surface of the town is hilly upland , divided

into ridges by the courses of the streams which flow

through it, several having their sources within its borders ,

among which may be mentioned Baker's, Wigwam and Plumb

creeks, which rise near the boundaries of the town , the cen

tral portion forming an elevated watershed from which

streams flow in all directions except northeast.

Upor the uplands the soil is clay underlaid by hardpan ,

and a gravelly loam and alluvium in the valleys. As a whole

the town is best adapted to grazing .

Dairying forms the chief pursuit of the inhabitants. In

connection with this fact the following statistics will be per

tinent : The average number of milch cows kept in 1874

was 1,164 ; in 1875 , 1,272 ; number of cows whose milk was

sent to factory in 1874 , 897 ; in 1875 , 970 ; butter made in

families in 1874, 43,379 pounds; cheese made in families,

10,500 pounds.

The assesed vluation of real estate in Allen in 1878 was

$291,240 ; of personal property , $3,800 ; amount of tax lev

ied for county purposes, $ 1,018.38 ; for State purposes,

$760.62 . The area of the town is 22,764 acres.

ulation at different census enumerations since 1830 has been

as follows : 1830, 898 ; 1835 , 1,089 ; 1840, 867 ; 1845 , 906 ;

1850, 955 ; 1855 , 1,026 ; 1860, 991 ; 1865 , 870 ; 1870, 794 ;

1875, 777

a

iron will, the grand work of carving out the civilization of

to-day was begun . Trees were felled to make room for the

little cabin in the forest, which was laid up of logs and

covered with bark , the floor consisting of slabs split from

logs and smoothed with the ax ; the windows and door

were small openings, generally covered with blankets, skins

or boards, though it is said the more aristocratic sometimes

used greased paper instead of glass, which it was not easy

to get when settlement begun . The only substitute for a

stove was the old fashioned stone fireplace, taking in logs

of wood eight feet long, with an opening in the roof for the

passage of smoke. Let us imagine furniture in accordance

with such a house, and we have a fair picture of the first

homes of Allen in the early days. It will be seen by refer

ence to the civil history of Allen that Wilson became the

first supervisor of the town .

Not long after the advent of Wilson , Robert Barr settled

on Baker's creek , in the south part of the town ; and a little

later came Archibald Taylor, an Irishman , who had lived in

New York for a time, and who settled on lot number 54,

in the southeast part of the town . Probably the next

settler was Robert McBride .

Few settlers came in during the succeeding few years.

Among those who found a home in the town during that

period were Nehemiah, John, Ichabod, Isaac, Joseph and

Joshua Peavy, who settled on the road which afterward came

to be known by their name, in the southwest part of the

town, about 1815 Eleazer Scott and his sons Friend, Hi

ram , Simon and William came in the next year from Water

town , Litchfield county, Conn. , and located east of the cen .

ter of the town . The Teller and McCoon families were early

settlers.

Erastus Walker came with a span of horses and a wagon

in 1817 , from Vermont, and took up a farm on lot number

62 , where he lived during life . About the same time two

men named Lefever, and Otto and Chester Roach , whose

name often appears on the town records at a later day, set

tled at the Centre, and widow Armstrong near the southern

boundary. She came from Angelica, where she had pre

viously located.

In 1820 George Glover, from Ontario county, settled in

the southwest part, and Daniel Baldwin on the Otto farm

the same year or the next.

In December, 1822 , Joseph Jennings , from Bristol county,

Mass. , settled in the southern part, on the farm now occu

pied by his son . He was a resident there till his death .

Other settlers from the " Old Bay State," Robert , Joseph

and Jonathan Walker, located in the eastern part during the

same year. In 1824 Asher Miner and Martin Miner, the

latter from Norfolk, Conn., came to Allen , the former locat

ing in the southwest part of the town, and the latter a little

The pop

SettlEMENT OF ALLEN .

To call up from the dim vista of the past incidents of

more than threc-quarters of a century ago , and place before

the readers of to-day a glimpse of early scenes and actors,

is a pleasing task , but one attended with many difficulties.

As with all other towns in the county, the modern history of

Allen begins with its first occupation by white men. d few

settlements were made soon after the beginning of the

century, but the town was not generally settled till after

1820.

Importance always attaches to those courageous spirits

who leave their homes and, threading their way into the

wilderness, first plant the banner of civilization . To James

Wilson is abscribed the honor of having been the pioneer

settler within the limits of Allen as at present defined , he

having located on Baker's creek in 1806. He was a native

of Ireland, and having came to America in 1804, he had

lived for a time at Geneva and later at Angelica before lo

cating in Allen . With ax and gun , with sturdy arms and
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The first school was taught near the south line of the town

in 1820.

The primitive saw -mill was erected on Baker's creek , about

the same time, by Moses Treat .

The first religious services were conducted by Rev. Rob

ert Hubbard, a Presbyterian , in 1821 .

In 1827 the first tavern in the town was opened in the

southern part, by widow Armstrong. The first store was

kept by a man named Merrick, at Allen Centre.

Civil HISTORY OF ALLEN .

east of the center. The first saw- mill on Wigwam creek was

built by Asher Miner in 1825 .

The Willison brothers (James and Samuel) located on lot

number 48 in 1826, and James, John, Robert , George and

William Burthwick, with their mother and three sisters , from

Genoa, Cayuga county, in the western part of the town .

Joshua Smith , also from Cayuga county , settled near the

Burthwicks during the same year. He took up a farm and.

cleared and improved it, and lived on it during the remainder

of his life . At the date of his settlenient there was scarcely

a road in the western part of Allen .

In 1827 Andrew Clark, from Sullivan county, located

north of the center, and Abram Post moved in from Angel

ica about the same time and settled in the southeast part.

He was a son of Abram Post, who settled in Angelica early

in the century, when Abram, jr. , was only a year old. John

Hooker and his brother Ruel, also from Angelica, located

west of the center about the same time ; and Ege Pierson

moved in north of the center perhaps a little earlier.

Several settlers moved in during 1828, among whom were

Austin Manley and Henry Light , from Cayuga county, in

the southeastern part ; Henry Burt, from Springfield , Mass. ,

on lot number 35 ; Thomas Cole and Robert K. King, from

Steuben county, the former on lot number 33 and the latter

on a farm in the western part, and Jared Atwater, Uriah

Cook and Solomon Woodworth , from Cato, Cayuga county ,

all in the western part, Atwater locating on lot number 34

and Woodworth lot number 18. Cole came the end of May.

King was from the town of Pultney. In 1829 Conrad Ben

jamin , from Sandisfield , Berkshire county , Mass. , settled a

little east of the center. A few months later he moved into

the norheast part of the town and took up the farm he has

since occupied. James Crandall , from Trumansburgh,

Tompkins county, settled at the Centre in 1832 .

A man named Cole, or Cowle, was an early settler on lot

number 41 . How long he remained we are unable to state.

The property afterwards passed into the hands of another

and a later new comer named Worth , who allowed the place

to go back into the office.” When David C. Grummon

moved into Allen, in 1851 , from Hume, where he had

settled previously, and bought the farm of Philip Church,

he found that a clearing of about one hundred acres had

been made, which was then grown up to brush . An old log

house that had once served as a dwelling was so dilapidated

as to be unfit for occupation .

At the present time ( 1879) there are no hotels or stores

within the borders of the town . The inhabitants are essen

tially an agricultural community and number among them

neither a doctor, lawyer, or preacher ; for though the inter

ests of Christianity are zealously guarded and advanced,

there are no resident pastors. There are two post -offices in

the town , Allen and Allen Centre, the latter being a small

settlement, centrally located, containing two churches and

eight or ten houses . There is another small settlement on

the north border of the town, near the western boundary, at

the Botsford saw-mill .

Allen was formed from Angelica, January 31st , 1823. A

portion of Birdsall was set off in 1829 .

The first town meeting was held April 1st, 1823, and the

following town officers were elected :

James Wilson, supervisor : Jeremiah Fuller , town clerk ;

Henry Crimmings, Nathan Overton and John Mahan, asses

sors ; Chester Rotch , collector ; Calvin Cole , Chester Roach,

F. Scott and Jacob Biass, constables ; Jonathan Walker and

Damon Bryant, overseers of the poor ; Chester Roach, Calvin

Cole and Rial Thompson, commissioners of highways ; Man

asseh French , Sylvester Rounds and John P. Van Allen ,

commissioners of common schools ; Levi S. Littlejohn and

Silas Littlejohn , inspectors of common schools ; Levi Little

john and Jeremiah Fuller, justices of the peace.

The following names (those of the successive supervisors)

are copied from the town records : 1823-27 , 1829-31 , James

Wilson ; 1828, Silas Littlejohn ; 1832 , 1835-37 , 1844 , 1849 ,

1854, John W. Stewart ; 1833 , 1834 , Ege Pierson ; 1838-40 ,

Hosea Mabie ; 1841 , Erastus Walker ; 1842 , 1843 , William

Miller ; 1845 , James Wilson ; 1850, 1851 (the official record

from 1845 to 1849 is missing), Esbon B. Winans ; 1852 , R.

W. Botsford ; 1853 , William Franklin ; 1855 , 1856 , 1871 ,

1872 , Luzen Van Nostrand ; 1857, 1858, Henry B. Burt;

1859, 1860, Andrew P. Smith ; 1861 , 1862 , Eber Seely ; 1863

65 , William Wilson ; 1866, 1867 , Robert B. Seely ; 1868,

1874-76 , J. H. Rutherford ; 1869, 1870, 1873, 1877 , H. B.

Burt ; 1878 , V. Q. Smith .

The succession of town clerks has been
as fol .

lows : 1823-25 , Jeremiah Fuller ; 1826, Abraham Bald

win ; 1827 , 1829 , Nathan Overton ; 1828, 1830, 1831 , John

W. Stewart ; 1832 , 1835 , 1836, Ege Pierson ; 1833 , 1834,

James Wilson ; 1837 , John Ellsworth ; 1838-40, Hosea

Mabie ; 1841 , 1842 , Manasseh French ; 1843 , Elijah Davis ;

1844, Chester Rotch ; 1845 , E. B. Winans ; 1849 (no

record kept from 1845 to 1849) , David H. Warren ; 1850,

Nicholas I. Rice ; 1851 , 1852 , W. H. H. Wyllys ; 1853 , 1855 ,

1859, David H. Warren ; 1854, D. Wing ; 1856, Joseph B.

Hampton ; 1857 , Ephraim Pierson ; 1858, Joseph Pierson ;

1859, 1860 , Freeman Franklin ; 1861 , Hiram Rotch ; 1862 ,

E. E. Baldwin ; 1863-66, 1873-75 , James C .. Burr ; 1867 ,

1868, V. Q. Smith ; 1869, 1870, Clarence Cudebec ; 1871 ,

1872 , Samuel Hoyt ; 1876-78, D. H. Grummon (resigned

and James C. Burr appointed to fill the vacancy).

66

I

CHURCH HISTORY.

“ THE FIRST."

Colonel William Wilson , son of James Wilson , who was

born January 30th , 1810, has been referred to as " probably

the first child born in town. "

That the efforts of the Rev. Robert Hubbard, who has

been spoken of as the first to hold religious services in the

town (1821 ) , were successful is evidenced by the fact that,

according to “ Hotchkin's History of Western New York ," a

Presbyterian church was organized September 9th, 1826, by
)
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Mr. Hubbard and Rev. James H. Hotchkin , author of the

work referred to . It consisted of ten members, and was re

ceived under the care of the Presbytery of Bath October

4th of the same year. It was transferred to the Presbytery

of Angelica on the organization of that body. In 1829 it

reported forty members ; in 1836, one hundred ; and in 1846 ,

fifty. On the records of the Presbytery of Angelica, under

date of February 26th , 1839 , it is noted that the church of

Allen , reorganized , was received under the care of the Pres

bytery , “ with a greatly diminished membership." Rev.

Samuel Sessions was installed pastor of the church Feb

ruary 26th , 1840, and was dismissed July 14th , 1841. This

is the only instance in which the church enjoyed the labors

of a regularly installed pastor. As stated supplies at dif

ferent periods " Rev. Moses Hunter, Rev. Silas Hubbard,

Rev. Loring Brewster, Rev. John M. Bear and Rev.

Andrews served the church . Mr. Hubbard labored under

a commission from the Assembly's Board of Missions. The

others were patronized by the American Home Missionary

Society. ” An appropriate house of worship was erected.

Subsequently the church disbanded . In 1851 it was re

organized as a Congregational society , with sixty -four mem

bers. In 1868 the edifice was transferred to St. Paul's

Lutheran society. After serving this church as a house of

worship for a number of years, it was sold to the town for

use as a town hall .

A Methodist class of about fifteen members was formed on

Basswood Hill about 1844. A church was built about 1849 ,

which cost some $ 1,500 and will seat three hundred per

sons. The membership became very small , and the property,

greatly deteriorated, was subsequently sold to St. Paul's Lu

theran church. The class has been connected with the An

gelica church of the same denomination , and the pastor of

that church has officiated in Allen . About 1848 a class was

formed on the Peavy road, with which members of the old

class subsequently united . A good church edifice, which will

seat two hundred persons, was erected at a cost of about $700

in 1862 , and the pulpit is supplied by the pastor of the An

gelica church .

On the Peavy road is also a Baptist church , known as the

First Baptist Church of Allen , which was organized about

1847 ; a church was erected about 1858. The worship of this

society is under the leadership of the pastor of the Baptist

church of Belfast. For a protracted period a resident pas

tor was supported .

St. Paul's Lutheran Church of Allen , in the southwest part

of the town, was organized with fourteen members by Rev.

C. Engler, the first pastor , in 1868 , and the same year the

first house of worship was donated by the Presbyterians.

The present church edifice is that erected by the Methodist

church at Allen Centre, about 1849, and was purchased of

that society.

The above particulars are such as could be gleaned by the

most diligent inquiry, and are believed to contain all of the

essential facts in the history of the progress of Christianity

in Allen.

Allen , in 1867. Mr. Botsford is the proprietor of the Bots

ford Mills, and owns three hundred and forty-four acres of

land .

Ezra C. Botsford , farmer and owner of one hundred and

seventy -five acres of land , was born in Aurelius, Cayuga

county, in 1825. He removed to Granger in 1834, and in

1843 he came to Allen . Mr. Botsford was married in 1848

to Miss Ruth Jacobs. They belong to the Seventh-Day

Baptist Church . He has held the office of assessor four years.

Henry B. Burt was born in West Springfield , Mass. , in

1827 . His father, Henry Burt, was also born in Massachu

setts, in 1801. They came early to the county and settled in

Allen . Mr. Burt married Miss Sarah Paul (who died in

1860) for his first wife. He afterwards married Miss Grace

Lourie, a native of Scotland .

James C. Burr, farmer, was born in Tompkins county, Au

gust ist, 1825 , and became a resident of Allen Junie ist, 1837 .

He married Miss Mary M. Crandall, March 13th , 1847. Mr.

Burr has served as town clerk seven years and has filled

other official positions .

L. E. Chaffee was born in Angelica in 1835. His father,

a native of Vermont, who served in the war of 1812 , has

lived on his farm in Angelica over forty years. Mr.

Chaffee came to Allen in 1870. He married Miss Ann

Seely , of Allen ; she died in 1872 and he married Miss

Livonia Winship , of Washington county .

Tunis Cole, a native of Poultney, was born in 1821, and

came to Allegany county in the spring of 1828 and settled

in Allen , locating first across the road from where he lives

at present. His wife was formerly Miss Amanda Eels, of

Steuben county. Mr. Cole has worked at the carpenter

and joiner's trade. His present occupation is farming. Mr.

Cole's grandfather was in the war of 1812 .

Daniel Damon, jr., was born in Geneseo, Livingston,

county, September 18th , 1827 , and came to Allen in Octo

ber, 1848. He married Miss Lucy S. Bray, of Richmond,

Ontario county, August 17th , 1848. They have had four

children , one of whom is living.

Apollos Dean was born in Rehoboth, Bristol county,

Mass . , November 26th , 1808, and came to Allen in 1829 .

He married Miss Wealthy Lincoln, of Bristol county,

Mass. , in 1840, who died June 23d , 1863, leaving a family of

eight children . Mr. Dean has served as school commis.

sioner four years. He is engaged in farming.

Lourin Fisk was born in Homer, Cortland county, in

1836 , and came to Allegany county with his parents when

about two years of age, and has since lived in the town of

Allen . In 1844 he was married to Miss Lucy Ann Hooker,

of Angelica

G. W. Fuller, a native of Westford , Vermont, was born

in 1811 . He married Miss Mary Bigelow , of Reading,

Vermont, in 1836. He came to Allegany county in 1843,

settling in Granger, in which town he remained two years,

and removed to Allen . Mr. Fuller has held the office of

overseer of the poor six years. He is engaged in farming.

Ezra Gray, farmer and owner of one hundred and thirty

one acres of land, was born in Morris county, N. J., in

1805. He married Miss Sophia Strong, of New Jersey, in

1828. She died in 1861 , and in 1863 Mr. Gray was married

to Sophronia Russell . They are members of the Methodist

Church . Mr. Gray has held the office of assessor six years.

He has been a resident of Allen since 1851 .

BIOGRAPHCAL.

Edwin W. Botsford, farmer and lumberman , was born in

Allen in 1840. He married Miss Emma Van Nostrand, of a
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D. C. Grummon was born in Otsego county, September

26th , 1811 , and came to Allen in 1851. He purchased a

farm of Philip Church , which had been previously taken by a

Mr. Cowle and abandoned . After Mr. Grummon went on to

the place the old log house which he found there was torn

down and a fine frame residence erected . He has since

greatly improved the property.

George W. Harwood, a native of Angelica, was born May

13th, 1831. He came to Allen subsequently. His marriage

with Margaret Bixby, of Angelica, occurred in September,

1852. Mr. Harwood served ten months in the 184th regi

ment New York State volunteers. He is by trade a mason ,

but is engaged in farming.

Rufus H. Harwood, a native of Angelica , was born No

vember 6th, 1828. His marriage with Miss Hannah G.

Bixby, of Angelica, occurred January ist , 1853. They have

a family of ten children. Mr. Harwood served a year and

a half in the 14th regiment heavy artillery . He learned the

mason's trade , but is engaged in farming .

Cyrus Jennings was born in Bristol county, Mass. , in 1813 .

He came with his father, Joseph Jennings, when nine years

old , to Allegany county and settled in Allen , locating on the

farm upon which he now lives. His father died in 1845 .

Mr. Jennings married Miss Polly Ann Franklin , of Ontario

county . She died in 1854 , and he afterward married Miss

Whitney, a native of Burns .

Jason Lincoln , a life -long resident of Allen , was born June

30th , 1840. He married Miss Adelia M. Benjamin , of Allen ,

March 30th , 1869. They have a family of three children .

Mr. Lincoln is engaged in farming.

C. H. Lovell , was born in Venango county , Pa . , Octo

ber 14th , 1842. He became a resident of Allen in 1869,

removing from Concord , Pa. He married Miss Sarah

Grummon , July 22nd, 1870. They have one daughter. Mr.

Lovell owns a farm of seventy acres.

Daniel G. Miller, a native of Le Boeff, Erie county, Pa. ,

was born in 1827. He married Miss Sarah E. Wallis in

1854. She died in 1860, and in 1862 Mr. Miller married

Anna E. Wallis ; Mr. and Mrs. Miller came to Allen in

1873. He is engaged in farming, and owns one hundred

and thirty acres of land .

Charles Moot, a native of New Jersey, was born May

28th , 1822 , and came to Allen from Livingston county in

1850. He married Miss Mary.Rutherford, of Allen , in 1854 .

They have a family of nine children . Mr. Moot is engaged

in farming.

Christian Myers, blacksmith , was born in Wirtemburg ,

Germany, in 1836, and came to America in 1854 , landing in

New York . He went to Philadelphia and remained six

years working at his trade, then removed to Reading, Pa .

He subsequently went to Binghamton , where he married

Miss Mary Tiffany in 1866. He came to Allen in 1868.

Mrs. Myers died in 1875 , and he was married again in 1876,

to Dora Lilly, of Allen .

Elijah Piatt was born February 30 , 1827 , in Sparta, Liv .

ingston county. He came to Allen in 1840. He was mar

ried November 12th, 1851 , to Elizabeth E. Rutherford, of

Allen . Mr. Piatt is a farmer. His post office is Short

Tract.

John D. Redman, farmer and owner of three hundred and

fifty acres of land, was born in Boston, Mass . , in 1813 . He

married Miss Sarah Hart , of Boston , in 1833. They have a

family of eight children . Mr. and Mrs. Redman came to

Granger in 1834 , and after remaining four years returned to

their native place. They soon returned to Allegany county,

settling in Allen .

Joseph H. Rutherford , a native of Bath , Steuben county,

was born in 1835. He came to Allen in company with his

father in 1842. William M. Rutherford , father of Joseph

H. Rutherford , was born in England . They have always

been engaged in farming. Mr. Rutherford married Miss

Annie Franklin , of Allen . They have a family of three chil

dren .

Sinion Scott was born in Watertown , Litchfield county,

Conn . , January 17th , 1800, and came to Allen from Oneida

county, N. Y. , in March , 1816. He married Miss Lydia

Whitman , of Allen , December 17th , 1826. He is a farmer

and has been engaged in the mercantile business. Mr. Scott

has served as justice of the peace . His family consists of six

boys and one girl .

George Stewart , farmer was born in Allen , June 2nd , 1840 .

He married Miss Sarah B. Sawyer, of Allen . They have a

family of threw girls . Mr. Stewart is engaged in farming.

He has served as collector two years.

William S. Vincent was born in Dorsetshire, England, in

1829 , and came to America in 1847. He was in Mount Mor

ris, Livingston county, a short time, and removed to Grove

land , Livingston county, from which place he removed to

Allen in 1857. His marriage with Mary Coombs, a native

of England, occurred in 1851. They have a family of nine

children . Mr. Vincent owns a farm of one hundred and

forty acres. Mr. and Mrs. Vincent belong to the Methodist

Church .

Marshal E. Walker, a life -long resident of Allen , was born

October 24th , 1845. He married Miss Hattie Pitt, of Allen,

in September, 1964. They have a family of three children .

Mr. Walker is a farmer and owns a farm of two hundred

a

acres .

Joseph G. Wilson , farmer, was born in Angelica, August

Toth , 1816. He married Miss Delilah Sanborn , of Pike, Wy

oming county, for his first wife, July 18th , 1846. She died

in September, 1870, and Mr. Wilson was married to Mrs.

Roxy A. Taylor, of Allen , April 28th , 1872. He has served

as justice of the peace for several terms.

Joel Winship, a native of Queensbury, was born in 1827 .

In 1853 he came to Allegany county, locating in Allen . He

is the son of Ansel Winship, a tanner. Mr. Winship mar .

ried Phoebe Kingsly, of Washington county, N. Y. , He is en

gaged in farming.

John P. Werden , son of Gardiner S. Werden, a native of

Scotland , was born in Rhode Island in 1826. The following

year he came with his parents to Allegany county. After

living some time in Alfred he removed to Allen . His wife

was formerly Miss Susan Barber, of Alfred .



THE TOWN OF ALMA.

HE first settler in Alma was Warren Hough , from

Quebec , Canada, who located in the south part

of the town in 1833 . About the same time

(probably a little later) a man named Longcore

settled on lot number 20.

Azor Hurlbutt, a native of Connecticut (born Jan.

uary 27th, 1793) , removed with his father to Oswego

county in 1796. From Oswego county he came to Alma in

1834, and located on lot number 26. He became influential

in town affairs, holding the office of justice of the peace

about thirty years , the last sixteen years in succession .

Other settlers before 1836 were two men named Hunter and

Harding, and William Smith .

In July of the last mentioned year Samuel B. Stebbins

moved in from the town of Butternuts , Otsego county (his

native place) , and settled on the farm he still owns-part of

lot 20, on Honeoye creek . Myron Allen was the pioneer

settler on lot number 1 , in the northwest part, in 1839. The

next year Jared Emerson settled in the town . In the spring

of 1843 William Andrus, from Steuben county, located on

lot number 22 , and has resided there most of the time since .

R. R. Russell , a native of Homer, Cortland county, and a

step- son of William Andrus, who had come to Canisteo,

Steuben county, in 1837 , and carried the mail from that

place to Scio two years, located on his present farm in

Alma in 1844. Jacob Crandall , from Alfred , settled at the

head of Knight's creek in 1845 , and died there in 1863. His

son , Luke G. Crandall, is a resident of the town . About

1848 David S. Clair, son of Paris Clair, who settled in An

dover, where the former was born in 1836, moved with his

father to Alma and they located on lot number 2 , on the

place where the elder Clair still lives . David S. Clair lo

cated upon his present farm in 1866, and has since cleared

and improved it . In 1849 Joseph Smith moved in from

Michigan and settled on the north part of lot number 114 .

Among those who came in 1853 were Benjamin Cole and

N. H. Chamberlain . Cole, who was a native of Springfield ,.

Otsego county, located on Honeoye creek . Chamberlain

was born in Tioga county, Pennsylvania, but lived in Steuben

county for a while previous to his advent in Alma, in Au

gust of the year mentioned .

In 1851 Daniel Oviatt, son of Barber Oviatt, an early set

tler of Amity, bought and located on his present farm in

Alma. In September, 1854 , Josiah Bartlett, a native of Ox

ford county, Me. , settled in the northeast corner of the

town.

Robert D. Garrison and Clark White were settlers in the

town in 1855. Garrison , a native of Schoharie county, had

formerly lived in Tioga county, where White, who was his

son - in -law ,was niarried to his daughter Catharine. Mary Gar

rison , sister of the latter, married Aaron White .

In 1856 Timothy Nobles, formerly of Steuben county ,

moved into Alma from Grove , and in December of the same

year Martin Strickland , a native of Somerset county, Maine,

located where he has since lived , on Honeoye creek . I. J.

Elliott , who had lived in Wellsville since 1855 , located on

the Honeoye in 1857 and has since been engaged in farming

and lumbering. J. P. Elliott , a native of Chenango county,

who had settled with his father's family in West Almond in

1826, came to Alma about 1859 , settling on the Honeoye.

He became identified with the affairs of the town . G. S.

Wilcox, a native of Tompkins county, after a residence of

two years in Broome county removed to Wellsville in 1852 ,

and from there to Alma in 1860 , and purchased a mill on

Centre brook , which he converted into a steam mill and has

since successfully operated .

Alonzo H. Lewis, who was born in Tompkins county in

1827 , and lived several years in Cayuga, Cattaraugus, Cort

land and Broome counties, came to Alma in 1861 and lo

cated on the farm where he has since lived . C. G. Johnson,

a native of Chenango county, came, with his father, to Alle

gany county about 1835 , and after residing in Amity, West

Almond and Ward removed to Alma in 1862 and bought the

farm he now ( 1879) owns-part of lot number 128.

PIONEER DISADVANTAGES AND HARDSHIPS.

In 1834 the town was a wilderness and improvement had

scarcely begun . There was only a foot path east toward the

river, a sled path toward Honeoye Corners, as Shongo (Alma

post office) was then known , and a road underbrushed to

ward Pikeville. The early history of this town within its

present limitations is marked by few remarkable reminis

It only presents the ordinary hardships and inci

dents common to new settlements remote from the comforts

and conveniences of older portions of the country . It is al

most needless to say that the high and steep hills of Alma

afforded a covert for unnumbered deer, bears, wolves and

panthers , and for multitudes of the smaller animals common

to new districts in western New York forty years ago. The

following incident, related by Mr. Samuel B. Stebbins, a

settler in 1836 , to the compiler of the " Allegany County

Directory," of the killing of a wolf about 1846 by his daugh

ters Ascha Ann and Phebe, is interesting both as an example

of the vicissitudes of pioneer life and as showing how a dan

gerous and desperate deed was accomplished without any

thought of danger on the part of the actors . While Mr.

Stebbins " was away from home, the children saw in a clearing

back of the house an animal which they supposed to be a

fox , but which proved to be a wolf, young and very poor. They

cences .

a
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set the dog on him , but he did not run till the latter reached

him and worried him some . The dog followed close , snap

ping at his heels at every opportunity. The wolf soon took

refuge under the roots of a fallen tree, but the aperture was

too small to fully conceal him or to admit his turning round

in it . The girls followed and saw that they could reach his

hind legs , and one of them pulled him out while the other

stood ready to dispatch him ."

INITIAL EVENTS,

part, north of the center, on the head waters of Center brook .

Shongo was formerly known as “ Honeoye Corners " and

" Honeoye." The post office is known as Alma. Pikeville

received its name from Mark W. Pike , who erected a large

steam saw -mill there in the fall of 1855 , and a shingle mill

in the summer of 1856. In January, 1857 , one of the boilers

of the saw -mill exploded, doing much damage to the prop

erty , besides killing one man , named Aldrich , and badly

scalding another, named Fisk . The mill was immediately

repaired , and Mr. Pike engaged extensively in themanufac

ture of lumber and shingles until the summer of 1866 , when

he disposed of the business to other parties. The mills were

subsequently moved, the saw -mill to the head waters of

Ford's brook , where it was rebuilt by Shadrack Hubbell, and

the shingle mill to John A. Howland's, on Honeoye creek .

During the period of manufacturing activity mentioned

above, Pikeville was a thriving lumbering settlement, where

quite a number of men found employment.

The first white person born in the town was Emeline

Hurlbutt, daughter of Azor Hurlbutt , September ist , 1836 .

The first death was that of John Bagley, in 1838 .

The first religious services were conducted by Rev. Reu

ben Kent, in 1838 .

The first school was opened in 1839 , with Clarinda Kent

as teacher.

Among business beginnings may be mentioned the open

ing of the pioneer tavern by Azor Hurlbutt in 1837 , the

erection of the first saw -mill by John W. Post in 1843 , and

the opening of the first store by Samuel J. Peet , in 1844.

The OIL INTEREST .

THE SUCCESSION OF TOWN OFFICIALS.

During the past year there has been considerable promise

that the town of Alma and surrounding territory would

soon assume all of the importance and take on the bustle

and activity of the " oil country." The first prospecting for

oil was begun in the fall of 1877 , near the southwest corner

of the town . A well was sunk to a depth of sixteen hun

dred or eighteen hundred feet , but not yielding oil in paying

quantities it was abandoned . In the summer of 1878 Mr.

Benjamin Thomas commenced sinking a well near Pikeville.

After drilling had progressed to a depth of five hundred or

six hundred feet other parties became interested , and they

had in November, 1878 , sunk the well to the depth of

" eleven hundred and fifty feet," said our informant , Mr. Mark

W. Pike, “ with considerable show of lubricating oil." In

November, 1878 , 0. P. Taylor commenced sinking 'a well

on the Wykoff farm , two miles east and a mile and a half

north of the so -called Pikeville well .

CHURCH HISTORY.

I

The first town meeting was held at the house of Azor

Hurlbutt, March 6th , 1855 .

The following are the names of the first town officers :

John H. Foland, supervisor; Darius C. Judd, town clerk ;

Arvis Burrows, John C. Rowell , Walton T. Rice and Am

brose Straight, justices ; Samuel B. Stebbins, A. R. South

made and Alzina Straight, assessors ; Solomon Allen , Daniel

Shaw and Jasper White, commissioners of highways; Eben

ezer Southmade and Charles C. Fay, inspectors of election ;

William S. Oliver, town superintendent; John Halbert,

overseer of the poor ; Samuel Wyvell, collector ; Samuel

Wyvell , William Andrews, Saul G. Green and Solomon

Allen , constables .

The records of the town bear the names of the following

persons who have been the successive incumbents of the

office of supervisor since 1855 : 1856 , 1857 , Arvis Burrows ;

1858, 1859 , 1863-65 , Luman B. Elliott ; 1861 , 1862 , Mark W.

Pike ; 1866 , John A. Foland ; 1867 , 1868 , Ittai Elliott ; 1869,

George S. Wilcox; 1870-72 , 1875-77 , I. J. Elliott ; 1873 , 1874,

Martin Strickland ; 1878 , Stephen J. Rhoades .

The successive town clerks have been as follows : 1856 ,

1858-61 , 1866 , 1868 , 1870-72 , G. W. Penney ; 1857 , Samuel

B. Adams; 1862 , George S. Wilcox ; 1863 , Mark W. Pike ;

1864 , 1865 , Van Buren Barron ; 1867 , Sereno Thomas ;

1869 , Frederick Hubbell ; 1873 , Henry C. Wilcox ; 1874-78,

James Q. Welch.

The official list for 1879 was as follows : Supervisor, Ste

phen J. Rhoades ; town clerk , J. Q. Welch ; justice of peace,

William R. Sanford ; commissioners of highways, Riley Allen

( full term) William L. Beaman (vacancy); collector, Wells A.

Wyvell ; overseer of the poor, Henry Maunder ; inspectors of

election , Allen Wightman , Alfred Taylor ; constables, Wells

A.Wyvell, A. J. Burdick , Alfred Taylor , John Snowden ; game

constable, Isaac Hodgkins.

Reference has been made to the first religious meeting

held in the town by Rev. Reuben Kent in 1838. No church

organization was formed prior to 1850, though meetings

were held as convenience dictated . In the year mentioned

a class of Methodists was formed . Subsequently a Baptist

society was organized, which is stili active. The Seventh

Day Adventist Church was organized with thirty -two

members by Rev. N. Fuller, August 1oth , 1862. Their

house of worship, on Niles hill , was erected during the

year mentioned, at a cost of $900 . It has a seating capac

ity of two hundred . The society has increased in member

ship. It not being the custom of this denomination to

settle pastors, either permanently or for any stated time, over

their churches, it is not possible to give the names of those

who have acted in that capacity.

DESCRIPTIVE AND STATISTICAL .

SHONGO AND PIKEVILLE.

These are two hamlets which have grown up , the former

in the southwest part of the town at the junction of Center

brook and Heneoye creek , and the latter in the western

This town , lying upon the center of the south boundary

of the county, is of comparatively recent settlement and or

ganization. It was formed from Willing, November 23d ,

1854 .

Alma contains 23,349 acres. The surface of the town is
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hilly and broken . It is drained by Honeoye creek and its

branches, which flow in deep and narrow ravines, the sides

of the elevations being mostly too precipitous for profitable

cultivation. Outcroppings of sandstone appear at various

places, and not far from the center of the town and near

the highest point within its boundaries is a rough tract of

sandstone rock of between one hundred and two hundred

acres. The surface is covered with moss, on which timber

has taken root , and near the center of this tract is an eleva

tion of ten to fifteen feet , covering about an acre and com

posed mostly of huge blocks of sand stone, which is desti

tute of vegetation , with the exception of a few shrubs and

stunted trees . The soil upon the uplands is a clayey anda

sandy loam , and in the valleys a gravelly loam and alluvium .

A great portion of the town is yet covered by forests, though

the supply of pine is almost exhausted, and lumbering has

been the leading business interest ; but during the past few

years agriculture has gained a foothold along the creeks,

and in a section more fertile than most of the town, known

as the Niles Hill district , where there are a number of farms

in advanced state of improvement.

The population of Alma in 1855 was 412 ; in 1860 , 578 ;

in 1865 , 611 ; in 1870, 766 , and in 1875 , 303 .

According to the report of the proceedings of the board

of supervisors of Allegany county for 1878, the assessed val

uation of real estate in Alma was $ 166,326 . The amount of

county tax levied was $438.38 ; State tax , $327.42 ; town

tax , $532.07 .

The statistics of dairy products are set down as follows

in the report of the census of 1875 : Average number of

milch cows kept in 1874, 333 ; in 1875 , 327 ; number of

cows whose milk was sent to factory in 1874, 54 ; in 1875 ,

61 ; butter made in families in 1874 , 34,155 pounds ; cheese

made in families, 480 pounds.

in 1863., was born in 1843. In 1866 he located on Brimmer

brook,where he resided till 1871,when his house burned . He

sold there and bought of Andrew Aldridge his present farm ,

where he has since resided . He was married in 1866 to

Miss Emma Du Bois , of Broome county. He has served as

constable, collector and justice of the peace, and is now

serving his second term in the latter office.

I. J. Elliott was born in West Almond . He is a son of

Luman B. Elliott . He moved to Wellsville in 1855 , and

was there three years , after which he located on Honeoye

creek , in Alma, where he has since been engaged in farming

and lumbering. He owns fourteen hundred acres of land .

In 1861 he was married to Martha F. Wilcox . He has been

prominent in town affairs, having served as supervisor seven

terms.

J. P. Elliott , son of Ittai Elliott , was born in Chenango

county, and came with his father in 1826 and settled in

West Almond, where he resided till 1859 , when he located

in Alma, on Honeoye creek , where he has since followed

lumbering and farming. He has served several years as

justice of the peace. He was married in 1832 to Mary

Smith .

Robert D. Garrison , a native of Schoharie county, re

sided in Tioga county, Pa. , till 1855 , when he came to Alma

and settled where he still resides . Clark and AaronWhite,who

came from Tioga county at the same time, settled on the same

lot ( 39). Clark White married Catharine Garrison in 1850 .

Aaron White married, the same year, Mary Garrison . Both

were daughters of Robert D Garrison . R. D. White, son

of Clark White, was born in 1855 and married in 1878 to

Parmelia Franklin , of Tioga county. Charles Melvin , another

son , was born in 1857. Both reside near by.

H. H. Hanchet was born in Homer, Cortland county.

He came to Bolivar in 1848, and has lived in the county

most of the time since . In 1868 he located on his present

farm in Alma. He was married, in 1861 , to Emeline Emer

son , daughter of Barton Emerson, of Scio .

C. G. Johnson was born in Chenango county, and about

1835 came with his father to Amity, where he resided till

1849,after which he lived four years in West Almond and nine

years in Ward, removing to Alma in 1862 and locating on

the farm he still owns , on lot 128 . In 1845 he was married

to Miss Sally A. Olton, of West Almond .

Alonzo H. Lewis was born in Dryden, Tompkins county,

in 1827. Since 1846 he has devoted most of his time to

teaching in various places in the State of New York. He

was one year in California. In 1861 he came to Alma, and

bought his present farm , which has since been his home,

though most of his time has been spent away, teaching. He

was married in 1850, to Miss Rhoda V. Perry, a native of

Homer, Cortland county .

E. E. Lindsley was born in Cattaraugus county, and came

when one year old , with his father, Alexander Lindsley, to

Wellsville, where he resided, except three years spent in the

West, till 1866, when he located in Scio, since which time

the firm of Budd & Lindsley, lumbermer , have worked a saw

mill on Brimmer brook . In 1877 he located on his present

farm in Alma. He was married in 1871 , to Miss O. H.

Crandall , of Alma.

Daniel Oviatt , a native of Madison county, came with his

father, Barber Oviatt, to Allegany county in 1824, and lo

cated in Amity, where the latter lived till his death, in 1859 .

I

BIOGRAPHICAL.

I
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W. L. Beeman was born in Erie county in 1831 , where he

lived till December, 1864, at which time he removed to

Alma, where he has since lived, serving the town as assessor

a part of three terms. Hewas married in 1856 to Elizabeth

R. Swift , also a native of Erie county.

A. H. Chamberlin, a native of Tioga county, Pa. , located

in Alma in 1853 , where he still resides . He has three sons

living in the town , O. R. , W. C. and A. B. Chamberlin .

William C. has served as assessor several years, and O. R.

as constable and collector, and two years in the Rebellion

with Company E, 34th N.Y.volunteers. He enlisted a second

time, in Company K, 14th heavy artillery . William C. served

a year and a half in Company B, 86th N. Y. volunteers.

B. Cole was born in Springfield, Otsego county, and lived

in Monroe county till 1853 , when he settled in Alma on

Honeoye creek . In 1861 he located on his present farm .

He has been engaged in lumbering and farming , and has

served as justice of the peace. He was married in 1828 to

Eliza Munson , of Monroe county.

Luke G. Crandall , son of Jacob Crandall (who came from

Alfred and located in 1845 at the head of Knight's creek ,

on the farm now owned by George Fowler, where he died
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In 1851 Mr. Oviatt left the old home and located on his

present farm in Alma . He was married in 1841 to Esther

Welch , of Scio, who died in September, 1871. In Septem

ber, 1872 , Mr. Oviatt was again married , to Mrs. A. E.

Hurd, of Little Genesee .

R. R. Russell was born in Homer, Cortland county. He

came to Canisteo, Steuben county, in 1837 , and carried the

mail from there to Scio two years . He came to Allegany

county in 1843 , and in 1844 located on his present farm in

Alma, with his step -father, William Andrus, who still lives

on the place. He was engaged in sawing several years at the

first steam mill erected in the county, where Budd &

Lindsley's mill now stands , on Brimmer brook , in Scio. Mr.

Russell served three years in the army, in Company H ,

160th N. Y. S. volunteers, and has served the town as road

commissioner and assessor, and held other positions of im

portance . In 1849 he was married to Ada Phillips, of

Wirt .

James Stives, a native of New Jersey, came to Alma in

1867 and bought the McIntyre steam saw- mill , where he has

since been engaged in the manufacture of lumber in connec

tion with the cultivation of his farm . In 1863 he was mar

ried to Mary E. Wright , also a native of New Jersey.

Martin Strickland , a native of Somerset county , Maine ,

came to Alma in December, 1856 , and located on his present

farm of six hundred acres on Honeoye creek, where he has

followed lumbering and farming. He was married in 1848,

to Mary Quimby, also of Maine. He has served as super

visor of the town and was postmaster from 1873 to 1878,

when he resigned and E. Meade was appointed in his place.

Mr. Strickland was killed by accident .

J. Q. Welch was born in Saratoga county in 1840 , and

came in 1852 with his father, James Welch , to Caneadea,

where he resided till 1870, when he removed to Alma, and

has since been engaged in lumbering and farming. He has

served four years as town clerk of Alma, and was in Com

pany E, 93d N. Y. S. volunteers, with which he served three

years and eight months . He was married in January, 1878 ,

to Louisa A. Stratton , of Bolivar.

G. S. Wilcox was born in Tompkins county. He removed

to Wellsville in 1852 , after having lived ten years ir. Broome

county, and built a shingle mill on Brimmer brook . It was

burned in 1855 , and Mr. Wilcox ran a saw -mill at Riverside

till 1860, when he removed to ilma and bought a saw -mill

on Centre brook, which he converted into a steam mill,

which he still owns. Mr. Wilcox was married in 1840 to

Louisa Jones, who died in June, 1870. In 1873 Mr. Wilcox

was again married , to Mary Benton , of Bolivar. Mr. Wilcox

has served as supervisor, town clerk , commissioner of high

ways, collector and assessor of the town .

E. Wyckoff was born in Erie county, where he resides till

1860, when he came to Alma and bought a farm of three

hundred and forty -two acres, on lots 26 and 27, where he

has since resided . He was married in 1855 to Miss Laura

A. Corbitt, a native of Vermont, then residing in Erie

county.
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HE town of Almond was originally known as

township number 4 of the 7th range of towns

belonging to the Pulteney estate . Its territory

was originally embraced within the limits of the

town of Alfred . It lies upon the east border of

the county, north of the center, and contains 27,374

In 1878 the assessed value of real estate was

$ 418,608; of personal property, $ 16,200 . The amount of

State tax was $ 1,561 ; county tax ,$2,090 ; town tax ,$ 1,435.80 .

The surface is hilly and is separated into several distinct

ridges by the deep valleys of Cainsteo river and Karr Valley ,

McHenry Valley and Whitney Valley creeks, which are the

principal streams and flow in an easterly direction . The

highest summits are much elevated above the valleys. Sul

phur springs and quarries of good building stone are found

in various localities . The soil is a gravelly and clayey loam,

well adapted to grazing. Stock- raising and dairying form

the leading agricultural interests. An idea of the extent of

the latter may be obtained by reference to the following

figures from the census of 1875 : Average number of milch

cows kept in the town in 1874 , 1,388 ; in 1875 , 1,498 ; num

ber of cows whose milk was sent to the factory in 1874, 877 ;

in 1875 , 946. Amount of butter made in families in 1874,

65,876 pounds. Amount of cheese made in families in

1874 , 7,650 pounds.

The Erie Railway crosses the southeast corner of the

town .

Henry McHenry, school commissioners ; Roswell W.

Knight, Samuel Karr and William Burdick , inspectors of

schools .

Several by -laws were passed restraining horses, cattle and

hogs from running at large within one mile of any meeting

place or grist - mill . Samuel Nealy's barn-yard, in North val

ley, was made a pound, and Mr. Nealy was appointed pound

master. L. S. Rathbun and Daniel McHenry were direct

ed to draw a map of the town .

The first election for State officers and for members of

Congress (called in the records an " Anniversary Election "),

was held on the last Tuesday in April, 1821. For member

of Congress , Albert Tracy received 76 votes and Benjamin

Elliott 13 ; for State senator, Samuel M. Hopkins received

24 votes , and Stephen Bates 23 ; for two members of Assem

bly, Doctor Asa Lee Davidson received 65 votes, and Wm.

Woods ; Amos Peabody received 19 , and Grattan H.

Wheeler 14. Seventy votes were given for a constitution

and twenty-four for no constitution . In 1824 the time for

holding town meetings was changed, to accommodate the

lumbermen , from April ist to March ist .

Since the organization of the town the following named

persons have held the office of supervisor : 1821 , Silas Still

man ; 1822 , Asa Lee Davidson ; 1823 , George Lockhart ;

1824-26 ; Roswell W. Knight ; 1827 , David W. Crandall ; 1830

(the names of incumbents in 1828 and 1829 are missing) ,

Elias Hull ; 1831-33 , Jesse Angell . Owing to the partial loss of

the town records , it is impossible to give a continuous list of

officers. Benjamin Coleman was town clerk in 1827. From

1840 to the present time the names of the supervisors are as

follows , omitting those for 1851 and 1866 : 1840,SamuelMa

jor ; 1842 , 1867 , Isaiah Karr ; 1843 , Elias Hull ; 1844, John

Major ; 1846-48 , P. A. Stebbins ; 1847 , Zabael C. Handy;

1849, Joseph Corey ; 1850, Asher C. Smith ; 1852 , John Fer

ry ; 1853 , 1862 , Charles B. Barnard ; 1854, 1857 , 1861 , Benja

min Coleman ; 1855 , Isaac Rawson ; 1856, A. E. Scoville ;

1858, 1863 , James W. Black ; 1859 , Joel Karr ; 1860, Peter

Lippencott ; 1864, 1865 , Wesley Brown ; 1868-70, John J.

Upson ; 1871-73 , Abram Wyant ; 1874 , 1878, Elias Hopkins ;

1875 , 1876, R. P. Sissen ; 1877 , Charles S. Hall.

For the same period the following are the names of the

town clerks : 1840-44, 1848, John Van Campen ; 1845 , 1846,

Ira Cutler ; 1847 , P. A. Stebbins ; 1849 , Peter Swink ;

1850, Simon Wagoner ; 1852 , H. Dartt ; 1853 , 1854 , T. E.

Halsey ; 1855 , E. Dodd ; 1856, Eli Halbert ; 1857 , 1858,

Charles G. Hall ; 1859, 1860, 1868, E. W. Ewers; 1861 , L.

S. Anderson ; 1862 , Lewis O'Connor ; 1863, Joseph L.

Corey ; 1864, S. P. Cottbell ; 1865 , George L. Boynton ; 1867 ,

Jesse B. Gibbs ; 1869-71 , H. Nephew ; 1872 , C. E. Brown ;

1873 , P. E. Field ; 1874, 1875 , 1878, Benton Green ; 1876,

1877 , Jesse B. Gibbs, jr.

ORGANIZATION AND Civil HISTORY .

The town was set off from Alfred by an act of Legislature

passed March 16th , 1821 , and organized as a separate town

under the name of Almond, which was given by Judge

Crandall , to whom it is said to have been suggested by the

" passing around " of a plate of almonds by a boy while the

matter was under discussion . Its territory was reduced in

area by the setting off of a portion of Birdsall May 4th,

1829 , and again when a portion was set off to form part of

the town of West Almond, April 15th , 1833 .

The first annual town meeting was held at David Cran

dall's inn on the first Tuesday in April , 1821. Tarbell

Whitney was the moderator.

The following are the names of persons elected that year

to fill the offices of the new town :

Silas Stillman , supervisor ; L. S. Rathbun, town clerk ;

David Crandall , Roswell W. Knight and George Lockhart ,

assessors ; Lawrence Clark , Joseph Karr and Daniel Mc

Henry, commissioners of highways ; George Lamphere, col

lector ; Stephen Major and Henry McHenry, overseers of

the poor ; George Lamphere, Carey McKay and Amos S.

Maxon, constables ; L. S. Rathbun, William Howe and
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The following are the names of the principal town officers

elected for 1879 : Supervisor, C. S. Hall ; town clerk , B. J.

Green ; justice, O. D.,Wallace; highway commissioner, Z.

Dildine ; collector, N. S. Carter ; overseers of poor , George

W. Fredenburgh and J. O. Latham .

The town records describe the manner by which each

farmer identified his sheep in the early days by cutting pe

culiar slits or notches in their ears . After the descriptions

are representations, made with a pen, of a sheep's ears,

showing accurately how they were marked. About 1826 a

town law was passed forbidding parents , under a penalty of

$5 , to send children to school with the itch. Teachers with

this disease were liable to a fine of $ 10 .

The following figures exhibit the population of the town

at the dates mentioned : 1830 , 1,804 ; 1835; 2,059 ; 1840 ,

1,434 ; 1845 , 1,735 ; 1850 , 1,914 ; 1855 , 1,952 ; 1860, 1,739 ;

1865 , 1,655 ; 1870, 1,686 ; 1875 , 1,612 .

FIRST SETTLERS.

He was

Andrew Gray, a clergyman , William Gray, Major Moses

Van Campen, Matthew McHenry and Joseph Rathbun

settled in what are now known as McHenry and Karr valleys,

in the town of Almond , in the spring of 1796. Two broth

ers of Major Moses Van Campen , Samuel and Benjamin

Van Campen , also from Pennsylvania , settled the former in

McHenry and the latter in Karr valley , on the Orrin B.

Crandall farm ) in 1797 and 1798. Benjamin Van Campen

was the father of John Van Campen , now living in Almond

village, and George Van Campen, of Olean , Cattaraugus

county. They were followed by Henry McHenry, and

later by three brothers, Samuel , Joseph and Walter Karr ,

who settled in the valley that bears their name in 1800 .

Joseph Karr was the father of Isaiah and Joel Karr, the

former of whom now resides upon the homestead where he

was born seventy - six years ago , enjoying a vigorous old age,

surrounded by his children and grandchildren-honored ,

esteemed and respected. His first visit to Angelica was to

witness the execution of How. Samuel Karr was the

father of Deacon George Karr, Samuel P. Karr and James

Karr, all of whom have died within the past three years,

and of Hiram Karr, now living at West Almond . Walter

Karr was the father of Samuel Karr, now living, and Major

Karr, who died some years since. All of the settlers men

tioned came from Luzerne county, Pa . Whitney valley was

first settled by a Mr. Putman and his two sons, Peter and

Jacob , followed by four families by the name of Haskins

( David Haskins, Micah Haskins , Roswell Haskins and

widow Lydia Haskins and her sons ) , about the year 1803 .

Tarbell Whitney was a settler in 1806, and Silas Stillman

in 1807 .

Tarbell Whitney was the father of Ami and William Whit

ney, now living near the homestead of their father, and of

the late Deacon Rufus Whitney, who for years was an elder in

the Presbyterian Church. His widow still resides upon the

homestead . Silas Stillman was the first supervisor of the

town , and father of the present Daniel P. Stillman , who lives

near the old homestead .

North valley was settled by Solomon David , who located

on the Hull (now Baker) farm in 1804.

Elihu Knight , father of Roswell W. Knight, who was

afterwards supervisor of the town for several terms, settled

in the lower part of the valley, near the John Brown farm ,

with Arden Cobb and Wheeler Hinman, who was by trade a

tanner and currier and tinner, about 1804. Benajah Hayes,

who had been a Revolutionary soldier, settled in North val

ley, on the present Peter Lippincott farm, between 1805 and

1807 .

North Hill was first settled by William Howe and Charles

Cook and his father in 1818. Howe filled many town offices

of trust , and was held in high esteem by all of his townsmen.

He died about 1870 , at that time the oldest resident of the

town . Charles Cook continues to reside upon the farm on

which he located with his father sixty years ago .

John and Jeremiah Van Vechten moved from Montgom

ery county, and settled in North valley, the former on the

farm of the late John Burdick and the lattter on the farm

now owned by a Mr. Baxter, in 1817 and 1819. Jeremiah

Van Vechten was the father of C. W. Van Vechten , now liv.

ing upon the Bishop farm .

Squire Zenas Ward was also a prominent settler in North

valley, and died a few years since at an advanced age,

on the farm where he first located . He was the grandfather

of the heads of the numerous families of Wards now living in

that valley .

George Lockhart, Hon. Alfred Lockhart and James Lock

hart , of Angelica, father of Deacon Moses Lockhart and Jo

seph Lockhart and the late Mrs. Henry W. Crandall , of Al

mond, settled in Karr valley in 1803 ; and Silas Ferry on

the Cutler farm . He came from the Wyoming valley . One or

two of his brothers died in the Wyoming massacre .

a man of prominence, and long served as trustee and elder

in the Presbyterian Church . He was the father of the late

John Ferry, deceased , of Mrs. Hiram Cutler and of Deacon

Philip Ferry, who now reside at Almond village. Senator

Ferry of Michigan and the late Senator Ferry of Connecti

cut belong to a branch of the same family . Mrs. Ferry was a

decendant of Josiah Bartlett, one of the signers of the Dec

laration of Independence.

Phineas Stevens was one of the prominent early settlers .

He located at Almond village in 1803 , and died in 1813 .

He had several sons, none of whom are now living in

Almond . Joseph Corey (father of Hon. Joseph Corey) ,

whose three brothers were killed at Wyoming, and who

narrowly escaped death himself (two only out of a company

of nine boys escaping by swimming down the river to the

fort) , settled in Arkport, Steuben county, in 1804, and

moved to Almond in 1812. He was appointed a justice of

the peace by Governor Tompkins, in 1813 , and died from a

fall in his grist - mill , in 1816. His brother, Rufus, settled

at Almond about the same date .

Asa Clarke ; John McIntosh , father of Daniel McIntosh

and the late John McIntosh ; Judge Crandall ; David Cran

dall , father of Henry W.Crandall and Mrs. Horace Dartt, of

Almond, and of Mrs. Alfred Lockhart, of Angelica ; Captain

Stephen Major, father of the late John Major, Thomas

Major and Samuel Major, settled in the town between 1800

and 1806 .

Philip Doderer settled on the farm known as the Charles

farm, in Karr valley, in 1800, and sold it to Alexander

Charles in 1815 , and moved to Ohio in 1816 . Mr. Charles,

father of the present Mrs. Joseph McHenry, lived and died

on the place .

Elijah Osgood came in 1811 , and settled on the Owen

Crandall farm . He afterwards moved on to the turnpike,

>



EARLY EVENTS IN ALMOND. 161

I

.hen the stage route to Olean , and kept a country

tavern .

Hiram Cutler,for many years justice of the peace ; Doctor

Asa Lee Davidson, Jesse Angell , Doctor A. L. Cady, David

Crandall , Zadoc Handy, John Brown, Elias Hull , Thomas

Richardson , Isaac Ransom, David Ransom , H. W. Crandall,

Ira Cutler, Asher Smith , Thornton F. Curry, father of Doc

tor Silas Curry, Rev. Amos Curry and the late James D.

Curry, and John Bailey were all men prominently identified

with the history of the town . Benjamin Ross came from

Penfield , Monroe county , in 1819 , and settled in Almond,

where he died in 1848 , and his widow in 1867. His son

Robert Ross is a resident of Caneadea.

Jesse Angell , who came in 1828, was a man of unusual force

of character. Born in Columbia , Herkimer county, in 1800 ,

he afterward moved to Almond and engaged in the mer

cantile business, in 1828, in partnership with Charles Pat

rick . Mr. Patrick retired from the firm about two years

later, and Mr. Angell continued the business forty years,

accumulating a handsome property. He was a man of stern

character, of rare judgment, unbounded energy and passion

ate impulses . He was quick to resent an injury and as

ready to forgive, and remarkable for the brevity and force

of his language, which at times assumed the form of sting

ing sarcasm . A true Democrat in principle and policy, he

was no aspirant for office, although representing the town

several times on the board of supervisors and nominated by

his party for Congress. Intellectually he was without his

peer in his own town , and had but few equals in the county .

built about 1810 . The first log house in the village was

built opposite the site of the United States Hotel .

The first child born in the town (in 1802 ) was William

McHenry, son of Captain Henry McHenry.

The first marriage in the town was that of Peter Putnam

and Polly Waters, in 1804. It is said to have been celebra

ted at the house of Rev. Andrew Gray, in Karr valley.

The first death was that of Matthew McHenry, son of

Matthew McHenry, in 1801. The first death of an adult

was that of a Mr. Jewell , about 1806 or 1807 , who was buried

near Clark's grist - mill . Other early deaths were those of

Matthew McHenry and Joseph Roth , who died of an epi

demic malarial fever, in 1813 .

The first school in town was taught in the winter of 1802

03 , by Joseph A. Rathbun, in a log school-house on the hill

side south of the residence of the late L. S. Rathbun , son of

the teacher. Among those now living who attended this school

is Mrs. -- Rathbun, who is the daughter of Samuel

Van Campen. The building was covered with bark . The

seats were made of hewn basswood planks . They were with

out backs, and placed upon blocks of wood .

The first land grant in Almond was executed to Rev. An

drew Gray by the Pulteney estate, for lands now owned by

H. S. Hall (formerly the Major estate in Karr valley ) . The

first land deeded in the town was 76 acres , conveyed by

Silas Ferry (now part of the Ira Cutler property ). It was

paid for in maple sugar.

EARLY LIFE AND EXPERIENCES.

EARLY EVENTS.

The first clearing in Almond was made in Karr valley and

McHenry valley , by Major Van Campen , the McHenrys,

and the Grays. The first wheat was sown about 1801 , by

Joseph Karr, on the farm now owned by Isaiah Karr.

The Bath and Olean turnpike, constructed by the agents of

the Pulteney estate, was the great route of travel toward Ohio

and Kentucky. The first survey made at the public expense

was the laying out of a road beginning at the east line of the

town , near where Canisteo creek crosses said line , and run .

ning five and three -fourths miles and forty -six perches, to the

west line of the town . This survey was made by Oliver Mil

ler, in 1808 , under commissioners Elihu Knight and Benjamin

Van Cainpen .

The first log house was built by Andrew Gray, in 1796 ,

on the John Major estate . Three others were built in Mc

Henry valley during the same year and the year following,

one on the old Saunders farm , by Major Moses Van

Campen , one by Henry McHenry, and one by William

Gray. In the fall they all united and built in one week

three chimneys , and killed thirty - six deer - so stated Major

Van Campen to John McNitt, who is now living at Al

mond.

The first frame house was built by Andrew Gray, in 1802 ,

upon the Major farm in Karr valley ; the first brick house

by Rufus Whitney, in Whitney valley.

There were three frame barns built about the same date,

the earliest of which seems to have been that of Tarbell

Whitney, and the next that of Phineas Stevens or John Mc

Intosh . Two of these barns yet remain in a fair state of

preservation , one standing on the homestead of Henry W.

Crandall , and one on the lot of Joseph Corey . They were

Nearly all of the early settlers came from the Wyoming

valley, Pa. Some of them came by the way of the Susque

hanna, Chemung and Canisteo rivers to the site of Hor

nellsville in a flat -bottoined scow. They were attracted

here on account of its nearness to the Canisteo river, and

because of the heavily timbered beech and maple land .

Pine trees were a hindrance, and only used for home pur

poses. The beech and maple ashes, however, saved from a

fallow , were worth nearly as much as the first crop . They

were made into potash, black salts or pearl-ash. Pearl-ash

was very white , and used for saleratus. Maple sugar com

manded a good price. The early settlers purchased land of

the Pulteney and Hornby estate at about $2 an acre . The

pioneer houses were built of logs . The outside cracks

were filled with mud. The chimneys were built on the out

side with sticks and mud . For windows many used paper

oiled with the marrow of a deer's leg. The ovens were out

door and made of stone. When the women wished to bake

a hot fire was made in the oven . When it was sufficiently

heated the coals were swept out , and the bread placed upon

a cabbage leaf to protect it from the oven .

The produce of the early settlers was first taken by way of

the Canisteo river to Baltimore . Navigation was uncertain ,

and at best only of short duration each year. In 1811

or 1812 the Bath and Olean turnpike was finished to

Almond. It was the great thoroughfare of the emigration

to Ohio and Kentucky. In the fall a continual string of

covered wagons would be in sight ; at night the hotels would

be over full. This travel and the beginning of the settle

ment at Alfred afforded a market for the surplus produce ;

when this failed the surplus was a drug. Wheat could be

bought at 38 cents per bushel , potatoes at 13 cents ; butter at 6

and 8 cents per pound ; cows were worth $ 10 and $ 12 ;
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back once in two weeks. The first postmaster at Almond

was David Crandall. He was succeeded by Dr. Asa Lee

Davidson and he by Joseph Corey . Great excitement was

occasioned by the removal of the post-office by Mr. Corey

from the lower end of the town to the upper end . Mr. Gil

bert Williams, as a slur, called the south part of the town the

Upper Battery. The name was accepted , and since 1827

the two portions of the town have been known as the “ Up

per " and “ Lower Batteries.”

16 bushels of wheat was the price of a pair of calf boots.

Mr. Corey worked half a month driving oxen and received a

penknife and vest pattern , amounting to about 50 cents .

Goods were carted to Almond from Utica with five - horse

teams . Then six yards of calico would make a good dress,

and there were only two American colors to select from , a

deep and a pale blue. Calico was sold at 3 shillings per

yard .

Wild game, consisting of bears, wolves, panthers , deer,

small game, and an abundance of speckled trout, afforded

cheap food for the settlers. The wolves occasioned much

trouble. Deer were very plenty , and were frequently found

feeding with cattle. Leeks grew abundantly, and were used

freely . Each settler kept a few sheep, raised flax, and by

the aid of a loom , a woolen or “ large wheel” and the linen ,

or " little wheel,” the women made the family clothing.

Pressed flannel was worn for winter dresses, and striped or

plaid linen for summer. Men wore fulled cloth for winter

clothing and linen for summer. Buckskin pants were also

TAVERNS.

Stephen Major kept the first tavern in Karr valley, in the

place originally taken up by Andrew Gray. David Crandall

kept what is now known as the United StatesHotel; Michael

Harkin kept an inn on the farm now owned by Lewis Bur

dick, in Whitney valley ; Captain Henry McHenry kept an

inn at the entrance to McHenry valley on what is now the

Amos Wright farm ; Elijah Osgood did the honors of a tav

ern on the turnpike, about six miles from the site of

Almond village. All of the houses of entertainment men

tioned were of early date .

worn .

91

THE PIONEER BLACKSMITH .

Stephen B. Tanner was the first blacksmith in the town .

His shop stood on the old hay-scale lot, nearly ofposite to

the site of the present United States Hotel . Asa Clark , who

came before 1812 , was also a blacksmith , and about cotem

porary with Tanner.

It was common in those days to carry their produce on a

“ drag.” This was made by splitting the butt end of a sap

ling about six feet. The split ends were then spread about

four feet, and a block pinned across to lay bags on . This

was drawn by oxen . The forward part formed the tongue ;

the split ends dragging on the ground .

The Seneca Indians frequently encamped in the town

while on their hunting and fishing excursions. Their camp

ing grounds were near the site of the present Presbyterian

parsonage, and in the vicinity of William Lincoln's resi

dence. They were very friendly. Persons now living re

member many exciting strifes with the young Indians in

wrestling, throwing the hatchet , and like sports .

The greatest privation was experienced in 1816. It was

a cold , backward season . The people were illy prepared

for its biting frosts. Crops were ruined . This caused a

great want in Almond. The oldest settlers generously uni

ted and made a note of $500 with which grain was pur.

chased and distributed among the sufferers.

MANUFACTURING INTERESTS.

“ UPS AND Downs."

The completion of the Erie and the Seneca and Crooked

Lake Canals , and, soon after,the canal to Dansville, reduced

the price of goods, afforded an outlet for produce and

brought into existence a large lumbering business .. Emi

grants were attracted to this town ; new industries sprung

up ; Almond was one of the most thriving towns of this re

gion .

There are three planing mills in the village of Almond,

one of which stands just over the line in Steuben county,

but properly belongs to Almond. It was the first built in all

of this section of country , and had an extensive patronage.

It was erected in 1808 or 1810 by Stephen Webb, and sold

in 1812 or 1813 to Joseph Corey , who repaired it . At his

death , in 1816 , it was sold to Benajah T. Hayes, a

son -in -law of Corey's, who rebuilt the mill and sold it to

Jesse Angell in 1830. Angell sold it to Evan Davis, who

was a very successful miller. Davis sold it to Messrs. Conk.

lin & Lee. They owned it several years, and Davis bought

it back and afterwards sold it to Edward Halsey, who dis

posed of it to J. M. Wetherby, who after two years ownership

sold it to Ira Cutler. Cutler owned it four years and sold

it to its present owners, Messrs. Kniskern & Ford. The

Clarke mill was built in 1818 by Asa Clarke, after whose

death it was sold by his heirs to David Crandall . It was

afterward owned by W. Slingerland, a German family named

Rudiger and by Edward Halsey, after whose death it was

sold to William Richardson, of Hornellsville, Steuben

county, who now owns it . The Gibbs mill was built in 1868,

by Isaac Rawson, H. McIntosh and Joel Farnsworth .

The first woolen mill was built just back of the house now

owned by Mrs. George Reed, by a man named Fuller,who sold

it to Alexander Head. Head sold out to Hiram Cutler in

1822 or 1823. Cutler ran the mill about ten years and then

quit the business. Elisha Potter, now of Alfred, built a

woolen mill in the south part of the town , which is now

owned and operated by Nathan G. Hadsell .

Phineas Stevens built the first saw- mill, in 1806, near the

ravine just below the Gibbs mill .

EARLY Post Route, Post RIDER AND Post MASTERS.

The early post route ran from Bath , Steuben county ,

through Almond to Olean , and points west . The late Hon.

John Magee, of Watkins, Schuyler county, was an early post

rider. He afterwards put upon the route a two-horse stage

and began to lay the foundation of his immense fortune. It

is claimed that the first rider over the route was a blind man,

by the name of Barney (known as “ Blind Barney " ). He is

said to have lost his way about 1810 in a storm , while pass

ing through the woods in West Almond, where he was found

dead. A tree had blown across the road and caused his

horse to turn aside from the track, and he could not re

gain it . In 1812 the mail was carried to Angelica on horse
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A large tannery was built in 1850, by Messrs. Chase,

Rushmore, Stone & Co. Afterward it was sold , and con

verted into a mowing machine manufactory by Isaac and

David Rawson, and has been since removed to Hornells

ville.

The first distillery was built by Asa Clarke, near the Hal

sey grist - mill .

were made of tallow, and I stood in the midst of hell until

they were blistered off to the knees , I would not sit down."

A justice was about to commit him for improper language ;

the papers were nearly ready, when Mr. Baldwin stepped

up , dashed the contents of the inkstand over the papers,

and remarked that before the justice could get maple bark

and make it into ink, catch a goose and make a pen , he

would be out of the county .

EARLY MERCHANTS.

ALMOND VILLAGE.It is our purpose in this connection to mention only the

earliest merchants of Almond .

David Crandall and Judge Crandall were the pioneer

merchants , from 1812 to 1816. The first goods were bought

of Denslow, of Bridgewater, near Utica, who had several

branch stores in western New York and failed after the

war of 1812 . He was afterwards in company with Joshua

Shepard , of Dansville.

The store of the Crandalls was located on the site of

Captain Riley's hotel , and in fact a portion of it was a part

of that building. The frame portion of the old store is now

a part of the house owned and occupied by Mrs. George

Reed .

George Stevens, son of Phineas Stevens, was the first

merchant at the upper or south part of Almond village .

Hon . Joseph Corey was associated with him . This store was

opened in opposition to the Crandalls. Samuel C. Clark

also had a small stock of goods, which he sold in a part of

Hiram Cutler's distillery .

PHYSICIANS.

This village is located on the line of Steuben county, and

a portion of it extends within its borders , though it lies

mostly in Allegany county.

In 1836 the New York & Erie company commenced at

Almond the grade on their first survey. The company failed.

It was the intention , had this been completed, to make Al

mond the terminus of the western division ; ground had

been purchased for machine shops, and everything appeared

favorable. But , when the company was reorganized in

1850 and the grade commenced at Hornellsville, the in

Auence of the railroad was not only diverted to that place,

but much of the travel and trade which before was the life

of Almond was drawn off .

We find the earliest description of this village in Distur

nell's Gazetteer, published at Albany in 1842 , at which date

it was said to contain about four hundred inhabitants, sixty

dwelling houses , one Presbyterian and one Baptist church ,

two taverns, six stores of different kinds, one grist-mill , two

saw-mills and one tannery . The present population of the

village is about five hundred . Its business interests are

summed up as follows : Three dry goods and grocery stores ,

one restaurant, two drug stores, three grist - mills, three

blacksmith shops, and a hay-rake manufactory, besides the

usual number of wagon , repair and other mechanics '

shops.

In 1868 a brick academy building was erected by a tax

of $7,000 upon the property owners of the town and a

private subscription amounting to $3,000. A seminary was

maintained for several years. Among the principals of the

institution may be mentioned Rev. Mr. Bingham, Professor

Crawford and Rev. Rufus King. The school never met the

expectations of its founders , and in the local issues of the

town was the cause of a good deal of bitterness, which

grew out of the taxation of the town for the erection of the

building

A newspaper was established in 1854, which had a brief

existence . More extended mention of this enterprise will

be found in the history of the county press .

The first physician was Doctor Pearse, who lived on the

road leading from Almond village to Karr valley . He sub

sequently removed to Friendship. Doctor Asa Lee David

son was the next and most prominent physician . He was

elected as the seventh supervisor of the town , and also

served as member of Assembly. Dr. Davidson sold out to

Dr. Charles and removed to Friendship . Doctor Charles

removed to Angelica and died there, eminent in his pro

fession . Doctor Reed succeeded Doctor Charles, and then

followed Doctor A. L. Cady, a graduate of Yale college ,

who was the next most prominent physician . He was an

eminent advocate of temperance at a very early day and

also became an ardent anti - slavery man , supporting his

views by speech and pen . He died about 1847 .

At a later date Doctor Charles D. Robinson , late of

Hornellsville, and a State senator, was for a number of

years the leading physician of the town . William B. Alley,

M. D. , at one time county clerk , was cotemporary with Dr.

Robinson. He was succeeded by Dr. J. W. Black, who died

recently at Bath, Steuben county . Doctor Black several

times represented the town on the board of supervisors.

CHURCH HISTORY .

LAWYERS.

We are not informed as to who was the first lawyer in

Almond . John Baldwin was an early practitioner. It is

said he was one of Almond's most eccentric men. He was

well educated and could speak several languages fluently.

He had been deranged before he came, which may have

accounted for his many eccentricities . He was once trying

a suit , when Mr. Peck , the opposing lawyer, made a mis

statement. Mr. Baldwin rose to explain . Mr. Peck com

manded him to sit down . Said Mr. Baldwin , “ If my legs

The first religious services in Almond were conducted at

Karr valley by Rev. Andrew Gray, a clergyman of the Re

formed Dutch Church, at his own house, May ist, 1797 ; and

the first church , of the same denomination, was organized by

him the same year. He officiated as clergyman for several

years, and during his pastorate the church enjoyed a good

degree of prosperity ; but after his removal it fell into decay

and in a short time became extinct. Mr. Gray also minis

tered to the neighboring settlements. He has been described

by Judge Philip Church, and as he was the first settler in the

town and the first preacher in the county, so far as we can
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THE BAPTIST CHURCH .learn , the description will not be inappropriate in this con

nection . The judge said that he was a broad -shouldered

man , of extraordinary muscular power. I remember his get

ting so earnest on one occasion, while preaching at Angeli

ca, in enforcing religious precepts upon his backwoods con

gregation, that in his gestures he knocked our store desk

to pieces that we had lent him for a pulpit.”

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH .

The Baptist church was organized by a council represent.

ing five churches, held in a school -house near Mr. Dake's, in

North valley, February 15th, 1826. Two ordained ministers

attended this council, Elders Jonathan Post and Richard

Hunt. The original church members were thirty -six in num

ber, seventeen males and nineteen females.

Elder Hunt served as the pastor of the church until April

ist , 1828 , and was succeeded by Rev. Mr. Oviat ., who

preached on the second Sunday of each month .

In 1830 Elder Bemis, who first visited the town as a mis

sionary , preaching at the school-house, became the regular

pastor of the church, and continued a year and a half. He

was succeeded by Eider Randall , and he was followed by

Elder Bemis, who became pastor for the second time.

Henry McHenry and David Clark were among the first

ordained deacons of this church. L. S. Rathbun was also a

prominent member and officer of the church , serving as such

for thirty years . He was a prominent man , and represented

the county in the Legislature in 1824 .

Benjamin Coleman, Esq ., was for many years , until his

death , an active member and supporter of this church . His

brother, Matthew Coleman , became a member and after

ward a pastor of the church .

The present church edifce was erected in 1833 , Mr.

George Stevens being a leading man in the movement, and

contributing largely of his own means for its completion.

It was remodeled and repaired during the pastorate of the

Rev. J. W. Kennott, in 1858 .

The present pastor is Rev. Charles Smith, who is a young

man engaged in completing his collegiate studies at Alfred .

We can find no record of the different pastors who have

served the church , or their terms of office. Rev. R. B. Car

rier was the pastor for the years 1875 and 1876 , and died at

Almond in August of the latter year, after an illness of two

days. We are indebted for much of the material used in

this sketch to a sermon preached by Mr. Carrier on the fif

tieth anniversary of the organization of the church , Febru

ary 15th, 1876 .

The First Presbyterian Church of Almond was organized

May 5th, 1812 , by the Rev. John Niles, of Bath, Steuben

county. The original members were 21 in number as follows:

George Hornell, of Hornellsville, Steuben county ; Christo

pher Hurlburt and James Hurlburt, of Arkport, Steuben

county ; and Henry McHenry, Samuel Karr, Enos Seward,

Silas Ferry, Nathan Corey, Betsey Hurlburt, Margaret Karr,

Jerusha Ferry, Elizabeth Major, Sophia Hayes, Amy Karr,

Martha Hornell, Sally Karr, Priscilla McHenry, Philo Moffitt,

Elizabeth Hurlburt, Anna McHenry and Abigail Hurlburt.

Henry McHenry, Samuel Karr and Christopher Hurlburt

were appointed elders .

Rev. Robert Hubbard , mentioned elsewhere in this work ,

was engaged to preach on every alternate Sabbath,

dividing his time between Almond and Angelica, and contin

ued the relation until 1829. His pastorate was succeeded

by that of Rev. James Cahoon, who preached from August,

1829 , to 1831. Rev. Moses Hunter was the next pastor, com

mencing his labors in June, 1832 , and continuing until April,

1839. About the commencement of his pastorate thirty -five

united with the church. Mr. Hunter was dismissed at his

own request, to found a mission institute in Illinois , in com

pany with the Rev. Doctor Nelson , who is widely known as

a writer upon the Cause and Cure of Infidelity . "

The Rev. Abial Parmelee succeeded Mr. Hunter. His

pastorate was marked by the famous trial at Almond of Rev.

Augustus Littlejohn, and his deposition from the ministry.

The minutes of the trial were kept by Mr. Parmelee, who

was largely instrumental in bringing the prosecution, assisted

by Doctor A. L. Cady and William Hyde, Esq. Mr. Par

melee remained until April ist , 1844. Rev. Joel Wakeman,

then a young man , was called as pastor of the church Sep

tember ist , 1844. Under his pastorate, extending to 1865 .

the church increased largely in membership and influence,

He was truly the aggressive pastor of the church . By his

earnest anti -slavery teaching he contributed largely to form

the public sentiment that in the ever-memorable campaign

of 1856 made Allegany county overwhelmingly Republican .

Rev. G. R. Alden succeeded Mr. Wakeman in January,

1866 , and preached one year, when the church called Rev.

J. G. Ogden, who was installed as pastor in October, 1867 ,

and dismissed November 12th , 1871 .

Rev. Joel Wakeman again supplied the pulpit for two

years . Under his ministration the church was r . paired and

rebuilt at an expense of about $4,000 . Mr. Wakeman was

succeeded by Rev. D. K. Steel , from Ohio, who commenced

his pastorate in March , 1875 , and is now the resident pastor

of the church .

The first church edifice, originally standing on the parson

age lot, was built in 1814, and sold for $25 to the late

Thomas Major, Esq., and used as a barn in front of his res

idence . The present church building was erected in 1835 ,

enlarged in 1851 , and again repaired in 1868.

1

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH .

Just when the Methodist Episcopal church of Almond

was organized is not now definitely known , but the organiza

tion was effected as early as 1848, for Hotchkin , in his

" History of Western New York ,” speaks of it in that year as

being " small and weak," and without an " appropriate house

of worship .” That this was true is evident from the fact that

in the earlier days of its existence the society worshiped

from time to time in the school-house in Almond village .

Under the ministrations of Rev. Mr. Post, from 1856 to 1858 ,

the church erected its present house of worship. The church

received large accessions in the spring of 1878 , and was re

paired and refitted under the energetic direction of Barton

Green , Esq., assisted by a band of devoted women . Rev.

Mr. Merringer is the present pastor.

THE CHURCH OF NORTH ALMOND VALLEY.

A Protestant Methodist church was erected in North Al

mond valley by a gentlenian named Bishop, who was an early

settler in that locality, at his own private expense, in 1852

and 1853. At the death of Mr. Bishop, his son , A. W. Bishº

op , removed to Friendship. Services have been maintained
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in the building by various branches of the Methodist church,

and it provides the citizens of that section of the town with

a place of worship , and religion there is in a thriving condi

tion .

The greatest religious interest in the town was under

the preaching of Rev. Augustus Littlejohn , brother of ex

Speaker De Witt C. Littlejohn . He was of the rough type

of early evangelists, and his preaching abounded in quaint

and startling expressions. On one occasion he remarked

that the house was so full “ you couldn't throw in a brindled

dog's hind leg. " At the present time it would be difficult

for such a preacher to draw out such a crowd.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

Alired H. Armstrong is a life - long resident of Almond.

He was born in 1825 , and married in 1848 to Elizabeth

Trescott , of that town . In 1853 he was married again , to

Miss Caroline Bartlett, also a resident of Almond. They

have four children . He is engaged in wagon making and

farming

Charles H. Babcock , cooper and apiarist , was born at

Hoosick , Rensselaer county, in 1824. He married Jane

Burdick , of Grofton , in 1848. In 1855 he came to Allegany

county and located in Amity . He subsequently removed to

Ward, and from there to Almond in 1874. He has served

as constable twelve years.

Squire J. Baily was born in Almond, in 1847 , and is

known as one of the prominent farmers of that town . He

was married in 1868 to Miss Martha A. McIntosh . They

have three children living.

Stephen M. Coleman was born in Almond, in 1828. He

married Miss Martha Boorn , of West Almond . They have

seven children . His occupation is that of a farmer. Mr.

Coleman is a member of the Baptist Church .

Alonzo , son of Allen and Maria Barber (who came from

Madison county in 1814) , was born in 1830. In 1851 he was

married to Sarah Cotterell . They have three children .

Mr. Barber owns one hundred acres of land .

Charles H. Barnard was born in Clifton , Ontario county,

in 1814. In 1836 he was married to Maria Andrews , of

Gorham , where he engaged in trade the same year. Ten

years later he removed to Almond, and entered the employ

of Jesse Angel as clerk , and subsequently became a partner

in the business, from which he retired in 1866. Mrs. Bar

nard died in 1839 .

Mrs. Nancy A. Burdick, daughter of Freeman and Rhoda

Burdick , and widow of Squire H. Burdick , who died in

1866, was married in 1851. In 1866 she purchased eighty

seven acres of land , where she now resides.

Jacob Corey was born near Wilkesbarre, Pa., in 1804 ,

and located with his parents where Hornellsville now is in

1812 . In 1818 he removed to Almond and was employed

as a clerk in the store of R. Rogers & Co. In 1822 he es

tablished himself in trade , in which he continued, at Almond

and Whitesville, until 1847 , when he turned his attention to

agriculture. He was married , in 1831 , to Mary Smith , of

Herkimer county. They had five children . In 1864 he was

agzip married, to Miss E. Wygant, of New York . Mr. Corey

is master mason .

Joseph S. Cottrell came with his parents, Pardon and

Abigail Cottrell , from Rensselaer county to Almond in 1833 .

They purchased one hundred acres of land of Joseph Has

kins, seventy -five acres of which Mr. Cottrell now owns . He

was married in 1838 to Cynthia Potter, of Hartsville , N. Y.

Mrs. Cottrell died in 1862 , and Mr. Cottrell married Mrs.

Betsey Lackey, of Little Genesee, the same year . Both are

members of the Sabbatarian church .

Squire P. Cottrell, son of Pardon and Abigail Cottrell ,

came to Almond in 1833 with his parents, who moved in

from Rensselaer, his native county, where he was born the

previous year. Mr. Cottrell is a veterinary surgeon , and

lives on a portion of his father's old homestead . He mar

ried Miss Sarah A. Slingerland , of Fabius, Onondaga

county.

Henry Cox was born in 1838, in Perry, Wyoming county.

He came to Almond in 1870, from Mount Morris. Hemar

ried Miss Catherine E. Labor, of Livingston county . They

have five children .

Orin B. Crandall, a native of Rhode Island , was born in

1828, and came to Almond in 1850. In 1851 he married

Miss Aurelia Muncy, of Rhode Island . She died in 1855 ,

and in 1858 he married Miss Mary E. Sherman, also of

Rhode Island . They have five children . Mr. and Mrs.

Crandall are members of the Presbyterian Church.

Louis S. Crittendon , a farmer and also a Methodist

preacher, was born in Burns in 1828. He came to Almond

in 1877 from Cuba. In 1856 he was elected to the office of

school commissioner, and served two years.

Clement Curtis was born in Susquehanna county, Pa .,

in 1818. His father was a Revolutionary soldier , who took

part in the “ Boston Tea Party " and witnessed the surren

der of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown . He was married late

in life , and Mr. Curtis was his only son . His wife's Christian

name was Thankful . Mr. Curtis came to Almond in 1844

and engaged in harness inaking, and has since continued in

the same business. He was married in 1846 to Sarah

Seward, of Almond. Both are members of the Presbyterian

Church . They have one daughter,now Mrs. Hiram Nephew .

Daniel N. Curry was born in Almond, in 1852. In 1877 he

married Miss Carrie Davenport , of Arkport, Steuben county,

which is his post - office address.

Mrs. James D. Curry was born in Almond, in 1829 .

Thornton F. Curry, a native of Bradford county, Pa. ,

was born in 1795. He came to Almond from Sparta , Liv

ingston county, in 1843 . He married Miss Sarah Letts, of

Tompkins county. They have had eleven children , of

whom only four are living. Mr. and Mrs. Curry have been

members of the Methodist Church for sixty years. Mr.

Curry enlisted in 1812 in the U. S. cavalry, under Colonel

Carny , and served one year as a minute-man , subject to call

into active service.

ZACHARIAH DILDINE, M. D. , dealer in drugs, medicines

and general merchandise, was born in 1839 , in Hornellsville ,

and graduated at Philadelphia in 1861 , and entered the

United States service . After serving eighteen months as

surgeon he came to Almond and engaged in the practice of

his profession . He was elected commissioner of highways

in 1878.

Christopher F. Emery was born in 1841 , in Hornellsville.

He came to Almond in 1877 from Cattaraugus county. His

business is teaching, and farming. He married Samantha E.
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Nicholson, of Hornellsville. Post -office address, Arkport,

Steuben county.

E. W. Ewers, merchant and postmaster at Almond, was

born in Warren county,N.Y.,in 1814 and came to Almond in

1847 , from Warren county, Pa. , where his father had re

moved in 1830. He was married in 1839 to Miss Ann

Hunter, a native of Scotland , by whom he had two chil

dren , one of whom is now living Mrs. Ewers died in 1865

and in 1867 Mr. Ewers was again married , to Mrs. S. Ken

nedy, of Burns. Mr. Ewers has held public offices in the

town and county, the most important having been that of

associate judge. He is a member of the Presbyterian

Church , in which he has served as elder since he was twenty

two.

Andrew J. Fenner, who established his cheese factory in

the village of Almond in 1871 , is a son of Isaac and Amelia

Fenner, who came from Rhode Island about 1818 , with one

horse and a wagon , and settled in Alfred . Mr. Fenner

married Caroline Sackett , of Ward . They are both members

of the Baptist Church . Mr. Fenner's factory turns out about

120,000 pounds of cheese annually.

Andrew J. Ferry was born in 1843 , in Almond. He

married Miss Augusta Potter, of Almond. They are both

members of the Presbyterian Church. He follows the occu

pation of a farmer.

Elijah O. Ferry was born in Almond, in 1822. He mar

ried, in 1845 , Miss Maria Benjamin, of Almond , formerly

from Long Island . They have five children . All are mem

bers of the Presbyterian Church . Mr. Ferry held a lieuten

ant's commission under the old militia law.

Hiram C. Ferry, a life - long resident of Almond, was

born in 1828. His wife was formerly Miss Susan M. Potter,

of Almond. They were married in 1854. They have

three children . Mr. and Mrs. Ferry are members of the

Presbyterian Church .

James S. Ferrin , son of Jesse and Angeline Ferrin , was

born in Almond, in 1834, and was married in 1861 , to Antoin

ette Miller , of that town . They have three children . Mr.

Ferrin is the owner of one hundred and twenty-six acres of

land .

Jesse Ferrin was born in Grafton , N. H. , in 1806, and

came to Concord , Erie county, with his parents in 1815. In

1831 he was married to Angeline A. Sims, of Cuba. They

had four children , and one of their sons was killed in the

battle of Bull Run . In 1830 Mr. Ferrin removed to Pratts

burgh , Steuben county . He came to Almond in 1841 and

purchased fifty acres of land where he resides. He served

two years as overseer of the poor.

Philip Ferry, a descendant of one of the early settlers of

Karr valley, was born in Almond in 1811. His parents were

Silas and Jerusha Ferry , who came with an ox - team from

Luzerne county, Pa . , in 1802. Mr. Ferry was married to

Miss Lois Karr, of Almond, in 1834 , and both are members

of the Presbyterian Church . Mr. Ferry was elected to the

office of justice of the peace in 1860 and served twelve years.

COLONEL JESSE B. Gibbs came to Allegany county in 1831 ,

and located in West Almond, where he purchased one hun

dred acres of land and built a frame house , which he opened

as a hotel and conducted as such ten years . Following farm

ing successfully for a number of years, he removed to Al

mond, where he has since resided , in 1865. He was born in

Tompkins county, in 1809. He was married three times : to

Esther Williams, in 1829 ; to Mary Brown, in 1853 ; and to

Ruth Stearns, of Arkport, Steuben county , in 1861 . Mr.

Gibbs served five years as supervisor of West Almond and

eight years as justice of the peace, and held the office of col

onel of the militia by appointment from Governor Marcy .

Nathan G. Hadsell , owner and manager of the Phenix

Woolen Mills on Caneadea creek , south of Almond , was born

in that town in 1829 , and married Aurelia E. Lewis, of Al

fred . They are members of the Seventh -Day Baptist Church ,

and have four children . The Phenix Woolen Mills were es

tatlished in 1848 by the firm of Crandall & Langworthy. Mr.

Hadsell assumed the proprietorship in 1853. He employs

six hands and makes 5,000 yards of cloth annually.

Thomas S. Halbert is a native of Otsego county. He was

born in 1820, and came to Almond in 1842. In 1844 he mar

ried Miss Lydia C. Weaver. They have six children living,

one having died . Mr. and Mrs. Halbert are members of the

Methodist Church.

Charles S. Hall was born in Dansville , Livingston county,

in 1833 , and came to Almond in 1852 and engaged as a clerk

in the store of Jesse Angel . He afterwards became a part

ner, and a business was conducted at Dansville under the

firm name of Angel & Hall . In 1867 he returned to Al

mond, where he has since remained, doing a business of

$30,000 per annum . He was married in 1862 , to Miss Lucy

Perrine, of Dansville, by whom he had four children . Mr.

Hall served the town as supervisor for the year 1867 .

Lewis Halsey came to Allegany county with his parents,

Louis and Louisa Halsey, about 1828, and located in West

Almond. In 1851 they removed to Alfred , and in 1861 to

Almond, locating in McHenry valley. Mr. Halsey was mar

ried in 1850 to Miss Angeline Allen , of Alfred . They have

three children . Mr. Halsey owns one hundred and fifty -six

acres in Alfred , sixty -eight acres in Almond and one hun

dred acres in West Almond . He was born in Tompkins

county , in 1822 .

Mrs. Mary Ann Halsey, widow of Jeremiah Halsey, was

born in Rensselaer county, in 1821. Her parents were John

and Mary A. Burdick , who came to Almond in 1824. Her

marriage with her late husband, who died at the age of fifty

five in 1876 , occurred in 1849. They had two children , a

son and a daughter. Mr. Halsey held the office of super

visor and filled other responsible positions . Mrs. Halsey is

the owner of one hundred acres of land .

George Harmon, a life - long resident of Almond, was born

in 1830. He is engaged in farming. In 1854 he married

Sally Ann Wilcox , also of Almond . They have two chil

dren . Mr. and Mrs. Harmon are members of the Presby

terian Church.

R. M. Hastings was born in 1823 , in Seneca , N. Y. He

came to Almond in 1834. He has since lived there, follow

ing the occupation of a farmer,

Elias Hopkins, farmer and dairyman , was born in Luzerne

county, Pa . , in 1817 , and came to Allegany county with

his parents, Daniel and Margaret Hopkins, in 1831 . He

was engaged in the carriage -making business at Almond

about seventeen years, and in 1853 removed to his present

location and turned his attention to farming. He was mar

ried in 1842 , to Lucinda Forbes, of Almond. They have

had three children , one of whom is dead .

Levi W. Hosley, a native of Stockbridge, Mass. , was born

in 1833. Four years later he went to Friendship, and in



1

1

11

$

A

S

$

FARM RESIDENCE OF SAMUEL S. KARR , ESQ . , TOWN OF ALMOND , ALLEGANY CO.N. Y.

5

VALLEY POINT MILLS & TANNERY ,CUBA , N.Y., W.O.PHELPS ,PROPR,MAIN ST .

COA
TS BRO

S
WEL

LSV
ILL

E

,N.
Y
.

annantu

h
e

FALTURERS
Residence of COATS BROS Wellsville N.Y.



E
N W

E
N

FARM RES.OF CHRISTOPHER TEFFT ,TOWN OF ALMOND, ALLEGANY CO.,N.Y. RESIDENCE OF IRA CUTLER ,ESQ , ALMOND , ALLEGANY CO.,N.Y.

AMI WHITNEY MRS . AMI WHITNEY

H

Respectfulf zorg
CNVia

1

2

Residence of C. N. OTIS , formerly the property of Dr. ENOS PALKER (deceasud ), Main Street, CUBA, X.Y.



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES, TOWN OF ALMOND. 167

Hiram Nephew , son of Cornelius and Martha Nephew ,

who came from Hopewell, Ontario county, to Almond at an

early day, was born in Almond in 1844. In 1874 he was

married to Miss Emma Curtis, of Almond. She was a

daughter of Clement and Sarah Curtis. At the age of

fourteen Mr. Nephew began his business career as a clerk

in the store of Jesse Angel , and has been employed in the

same store , though with different proprietors, to the present

time , his present employer being Mr. Charles S. Hall . He

was elected to the position of town clerk at the age of

twenty-one.

MRS. MARTHA A. NEWELL, formerly Miss Martha Perry,

was married in 1844 to Miner Newell, deceased , who was

born in Tompkins county in 1821 . Mr. Newell came to Al

mond in 1827 with his parents . He was overseer of poora

three years .

1843 removed to Almond . He married Miss Georgiana

Dean, of West Almond . They have six children . Mr.

Hosley is a farmer, owning two hundred and seventy-two

acres of land . Mr. and Mrs. Hosley are members of the

Presbyterian Church .

Walter Hosley was born in Friendship in 1840 . He mar

ried Miss Caroline Kaple in 1861. In 1875 he was elected

constable, and served two years . His present address is Al

mond.

Mrs. Abigail Kaple was married in 1832. Her husband,

Luther S. Kaple, came to Allegany county in 1846 , making

Andover his residence . He was born in 1810, in Otsego

county. In 1848 he removed to Almond . He died in 1873 .

They had eighteen children , eleven of whom are now living.

Isaiah Karr, a life -long resident of Almond, was born in

1802. He was married in 1832 , to Miss Julia A. Ellis . They

have six children . Mr. Karr has filled the several offices of

supervisor, school commissioner and assessor. He owns

two hundred and fifteen acres of land , upon which he lives.

James M. Karr was born in Almond, in 1850. In 1873

he married Miss Alice E. Wilcox, of Almond . They have

three children . Mr. Karr is a farmer.

Joel Karr has served as magistrate four years and super

visor one year. He was born in Almond, in 1809. In

1832 he married Miss Maria McHenry. They have five

children living.

Samuel D. Karr was born in Almond, in 1851 , and has re

sided in the town since.

SAMUEL S. KARR was born in Almond , in 1840. In 1861

he enlisted in Company D, 86th New York volunteers, and

served four years . He was married in 1867 , to Miss Altie

Karr, of West Almond. Mr. and Mrs. Karr are members

of the Presbyterian Church .

Ira Lamphere was born in Alfred , in 1823. He came to

North valley in 1869 from Hornellsville. His business

is that of a carpenter and joiner, and he is also engaged in

farming

Ethan Lewis was born in Elmira, in 1841. He came to

Almond in 1874. His occupation is farming.

J. D. Lippencott was born in Almond, in 1846. He mar

ried Miss Ella G. Metz in 1868 . He enlisted in the army

in 1863 and served one year with Company H, 86th regiment

New York volunteers . He was wounded in the leg at the

battle of Hatcher's Run .

George Litchard , a native of Lycoming county, Pa .. was

born in 1814. He came to Almond in 1846 from Sparta,

Livingston county . He was married in 1836 to Miss Nancy

Buzell , of West Almond , who died in 1853 , and in 1858 he

was again married , to Elizabeth Miller, of South Dansville,

Livingston county .

Joseph Lockhart, a resident of Almond , was born in that

town in 1817. He was married to Miss Anna Karr, of Al

mond, in 1865. His occupation is farming.

Moses Lockhart was born in Angelica, in 1808 , and came

the same year with his parents to Almond. He married

Miss Elizabeth Karr in 1838 . She died in 1872 , aged

fifty- eight years.

Walter McHenry is a life - long resident of Almond. He

was born in 1844. He enlisted in the army in 1862 , served

eleven months, and in 1864 re - enlisted and remained until

the close of the war. His present business is manu

facturing shoes . Mr. McHenry was magistrate for four years .

George W. Palmer, lessee of the Empire Mills, which do

a large business annually, was born in Almond, in 1851. He

is a son of George W. and Elizabeth Palmer. In 1875 he

was married to Miss Adell Green .

Samuel M. Parsons was born in Mount Morris in 1835 ,

and came to Almond in 1855 . Two years later he married

Miss Mary Broas , of Almond. He was elected overseer of

the poor in 1878. He is identified with the interests of the

Methodist Church, and holds the offices of church steward

and chorister.

Abizer Phillips was born in Ontario county, in 1830 , and

came to Alfred in 1853 , locating on the turnpike, where he

purchased two hundred and fifty acres of land , which he af

terwards sold , and in 1862 bought one hundred and sev

enty -three acres in the McHenry valley. His parents were

Abizer and Sarah Phillips. He was married in 1856 , to Miss

Betsey Allen , of Alfred . They have one child .

Eli 0. Phinney was born in Orange, Schuyler county,

in 1829. In 1856 he came to Almond, and the same year

married Miss Matilda Baily, of Almond . Mr. Phinney is the

owner of one hundred and nine acres of land in lot number 8

Benjamin B. Prior is a native of Jefferson county, and

was born in 1811. He came to Almond in 1826 and is en

gaged in farming. He married Miss Anna Ward, of Almond ,

in 1844. They are members of the Methodist Church.

Ransom S. Prior was born in Almond , and has always lived

in the town . He married Miss Augusta Young, of Birdsall,

in 1876. His trade is that of a carpenter and joiner, and

he is also engaged in farming.

Rufus Rice was born in Cortland county, in 1832. In

1847 he removed to Tioga county, Pa . , and married Miss

Fanny Davis, of the town of Tioga, in 1848. They have four

children. In 1861 Mr. Rice removed to Wellsville, and from

there to Almond in 1870 . He owns three hundred and

twenty acres of land .

Andrew J. Root , farmer, is a life -long resident of Almond.

He was born in 1829 , and married in 1855 to Miss Sophro

nia Watkins, of Almond. He is the owner of one hundred

and seventy -four acres of land .

Erastus Root , a resident of Almond, was born in 1824 .

He married Miss Nancy Mattison , of Almond, in 1852. She

died in 1871 . Mr. Root owns three hundred and seventy

six acres of land.

Asa Sisson , son of Scion and Betsey Sisson , was born in

Washington county , R. I. , in 1814, and came to the town of

Alfred in 1830 with his parents. They settled on one hun
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dred acres of land , three acres of which was cleared . There

was a small log house covered with hollow logs, split and

laid on so as to form “ hollows and rounds,” in which they

lived . In 1850 they purchased one hundred and forty -five

acres at Baker's Bridge, in 1853 four hundred and ninety

three acres in McHenry valley, and in 1866 two hundred

acres near Almond, where Mr. Sisson now resides . He was

married in 1836 to Miss Amy Place, of Alfred . They have

four children . Rodney P. , a son , now residing on the Mc

Henry valley farm , married Carrie Fillingham , of Alfred .

They have two children .

Mrs. Laura M. Smith , formerly the widow of Rufus Whit

ney, son of Tarbell Whitney (who died in 1861 , at the age of

sixty-three), was married to Joseph B. Smith, of Seneca coun

ty, in 1863. She had three children by her first marriage,

all of whom are now dead . Mr. Whitney was born in Lu

zerne county, Pa. , in 1796, and came to Allegany county in

1806 with his parents.

Asahel Sprague, a native of Sempronius, Cayuga county ,

was born in 1818. In 1825 he came to Almond, and mar

ried Miss Nancy E. Stevens, of Friendship, in 1854 .

Niles M. Steadman was born in Livonia , Livingston

county, in 1847. He came to Allegany county in 1849 and

lived in Birdsall until 1873 , when he removed to Almond.

He married Miss Clara A. Young, of Birdsall , in 1876. Mr.

Steadman lives upon his farm , which consists of ninety

eight acres of land .

Silas STILLMAN was born in Rhode Island in 1780. In

1795 he became a resident of Rensselaer county . In 1807

he came to the town of Alfred , accompanied by Nathan

Green, Clark Crandall and Joseph Lanphear, and purchased

two hundred acres of land . He married Rebecca Peckham,

of Rensselaer county, by whom he had ten children , five of

whom are living. He was a member of the Seventh -Day

Baptist Church and held several town offices. He died, at

the age of seventy-seven , in 1857. Daniel P. Stillman , one

of his surviving sons, was born in Almond in 1812. In 1836

he was married to Miss Fanny M. Potter, of Hartsville ,

N. Y. They have three sons. Mr. Stillman located at

Whitney valley in 1837 and has since resided there, working

at his trade of carpenter and joiner till 1873. Silas Still

man , another son of Silas and Rebecca Stillman , was born

in Almond in 1822 , and married Miss Almira Williams, of

Hartsville , N. Y. They have two children , and are mem

bers of the Seventh -Day Baptist Church . Mr. Stillman is

the owner of one hundred and ninety- two acres of land .

CHRISTOPHER TEFFT was born in Rhode Island , and came

to Almond in 1830, making the journey by boat to Pitts

ford , Monroe county, and coming from there on foot to the

place where he resides . His parents , Jesse and Susan Tefft,

came a little later . Mr. Tefft was married in 1840 to Miss

Mary E. Coon, of Cattaraugus county , who died in 1854 ,

leaving two children . In 1856 Mr. Tefft married Betsey

Smith , of Clarksville. They are members of the Seventh

Day Baptist Church .

William S. Tefft was born in Almond in 1832. His

parents , Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Tefft, were from Rhode Island

Mr. Tefft was married in 1853 to Agnes Easterbrook, of

Almond, who died in 1858 , leaving two children. In 1860

Mr. Tefft was again married , to Sarah E. Johnson, of Rogers

ville , N. Y. He served three years in the war of the Rebel

lion , and in 1869 purchased sixty -two and a half acres of

land where he resides .

Marshall R. Tenney, teacher of music and shoemaker,

was born in Worcester, Mass., in 1816 ,and came to Almond

in 1854. He was married in 1840, to Miss Isabella Taylor.

They had three children . In 1856 Mrs. Tenney died , and

Mr. Tenney was married in 1859 to Miss Almira Clinger

land. They have two children , and are members of the

Presbyterian Church .

Amos E. Terwilliger, carpenter and joiner, was born in

Almond, in 1833. He married Miss Susie Ward, of Canada

West .

Henry D. Tobias came to Almond in 1874, from Hornells

ville . His native place is Bath , Stevben county. He was

born in 1826. His present business is that of a carpenter

and joiner . In 1845 he married Hannah Lina, of Thurston,

Steuben county .

John C. Vincent is a son of David and Freegift Vincent ,

who came from Rensselaer county in 1808 . In 1862 Mr.

Vincent enlisted in Company C, 145th N. Y. volunteers, and

served three years. He is engaged in the manufacture of

cheese at McHenry valley, turning out from 80,000 to 100 ,

ooo pounds annually.

John M. Weatherbee came to Almond in 1852 , and has

since been prominently identitied with the best interests of

the town . He was born in Fabius, Onondaga county, in

1821 , and lived in Italy , Yates county, previous to his advent

in Almond ; since which time he has been engaged in lumber

ing, milling, farming and the hardware trade, and is the

owner of two hundred acres of land . He was married, in

1845 , to Miss Harriet N. Judson . They have one daugh

ter.

Charles E. White was born in 1855 , and married in 1876

to Miss Flora D. Woolever, of Almond .

AMI WHITNEY, son of Tarbell and Lois Whitney, was born

in Luzerne county , Pa . , in 1793 , and accompanied his pa.

rents to Allegany county in 1806 . His mother had been

previously married to a man named Hopkins, who was killed

in the Wyoming massacre . For two years after his arrival

Tarbell Whitney worked on shares land belonging to the

celebrated Major Moses Van Campen. In 1807 he purchased

two hundred acres of land in Whitney valley. He died in

1850 at the age of eighty . Ami Whitney was married to

Rachel Osgood, of Almand, who died in 1865 , at the age of

sixty - eight . In consequence of the loss of his eye - sight

Mr. Whitney retired from business in 1862. Despite his

great affliction he is cheerful and hopeful , and his intelli

genceand geniality render him a pleasing companion .

WilliamsWhitney, son of Tarbell Whitney, was born in
Luzerne county, Pa . , in 1802 , and came to Allegany county

with his parents in 1806. He was married in 1823 to Miss

Louisa Allen , of Cazenovia, N. Y. They have had six chil

dren , two of whom are now living. Mr. Whitney owns one

hundred and eleven acres of his father's old homestead at

Whitney valley .

Consider C. Wilcox, farmer, was born in Almond , in

1828. He married Melissa Prior, of Almond , in 1861 .

Martin J. Wright was born in Almond, in 1845. He

married Miss Elmira Page in 1867 . They have two chil

dren . Mr. Wright's father, Amos Wright, came at the age of

nine from New Bedford to Allegany county , where he still

lives .

Abram W'yant, a native of Claverack , Columbia county,

was born in 1826 . He came to Almond in 1851 from Hor

nellsville. Three years previous to his settlement in the

town he married Maria Bailey, of Burns . Mr. Wyant has

held the offices of supervisor, assessor and collector.

Theodore Wyant was born in Hornellsville, in 1851. He

married Miss Maria Ward, of Almond . His post-office

address is Almond . Both Mr. and Mrs. Wyant are members

of the Methodist Church .
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MITY is an interior town , located a little south

of the center of the county . It is one of the

twelve towns in Allegany county lying within

the boundaries of the Morris Reserve, and one

of those in the celebrated Church Tract, being,

on account of its central location , more inti

nately connected with the history of that tract than

any other town except Angelica.

The surface of the town is uneven , the summits of the

highest hills rising hundreds of feet above the valleys of the

Genesee river and Van Campen's and Philip's creeks.

“ Hoods hill, ” near the village of Belmont , commands a

beautiful view of a wide extent of the surrounding country.

The river crosses the town diagonally near the central part,

in a course a little west of north . Van Campen's creek is

said to have been named, soon after Mr. Church's advent

upon the Genesee , in honor of Major Moses Van Campen ,

of pioneer fame. Philip's creek was named for Judge Philip

Church . The western division of the New York , Lake Erie

and Western Railroad passes through the town , following

the course of the Genesee river to the mouth of Van Cam

pen's creek and bearing away to the westward near the

course of the latter stream . Two stations on the railroad

are within the borders of the town , Philipsville and Belvi

dere .

The number of acres of land in the town , according to

the report of the board of supervisors for 1878 , is 21,960 ;

the assessed value of real estate , $739,675 ; of personal

property, $30,450 ; the amount of State tax , $ 1,558.86 , of

county tax , $2,087.12 ; and of town tax , $4,637.09 .

until his death in 1868. His widow is a resident of the vil

lage of Belmont .

The pioneer settler, John T. Hyde, is one of the best re

membered of the early residents of Amity . He had been

a surveyor, and was for several years in the employ of King

& Bell , of Ceres , doing much surveying, both in New York

and Pennsylvania. Many of the older residents remember

him as a genial man , who, with other companionable quali

ties , possessed the not too common one of being an enter

taining story teller. His house was erected on the farm

now owned by Nehemiah Bosworth, and he remained a resi

dent of Amity until his death in 1848 .

Stephen Rogers came from Burlington , Otsego county,

before the close of the year 1804 and purchased a portion

of lot number 40 , on the Genesee river, where he remained

until his removal to the southern part of the town , in

1873. At the time of his arrival Mr. Rogers was eighteen

years of age and unmarried . In the spring of 1805 he

commenced to clear his farm , keeping “ bachelor's hall ” a

part of the time and boarding at times with some settler not

far away, until 1811 , when he was married . Mrs. Rogers

died , and Mr. Rogers was again married . By his first mar

riage he had four sons and two daughters, and by his second

one son and a daughter. His descendants are among the best

known citizens of the town . He was born in 1786 , and

was consequently in 1878 ninety -two years of age . A life

of temperance and industry has left him a degree of strength

and energy which is possessed by few men at sixty, and his

mind is clear and active . He lives with his son , Colonel

Rogers, and though retired from active life , he busies him

self with the manufacture of parlor ornaments, brackets,

book shelves and similar articles, of which he has many

specimens .

David Baker and George Otto and his brother also

came in 1804 . A well - remembered early settler was

Dr. Ebenezer Hyde , of Poultney, Rutland county , Vt. ,

who came to this section in 1804 and purchased some land

on lot number 15 , near where his brother John T. Hyde had

located the previous year . In the spring of 1805 he re

moved his family, consisting of his wife and two sons, to

Amity. They came by wagon, bringing with them such

scanty household furniture as was necessary in those days .

He was a resident of the town till his death in 1858, and was

well known as a tavern-keeper and a physician , as he was

the pioneer in each occupation and for a number of years

the only tavern -keeper or medical practitioner in all the

country round about . His family were afterwards well

known and respected in the town and county. William C.

Hyde was the oldest son . He was born before his parents

removed to the town , and continued to reside in Amity until

his death , at an advanced age, in April , 1878. Henry, who

EARLY SETTLEMENT.

The first settlers in the town were John Thacher Hyde

and his wife, who moved in from Andover in 1803. Mr.

Hyde was originally from Vermont. His family consisted

of his wife and six children , four daughters and two sons ,

all of whom were born after the settlement of their parents

in Amity. Hannah Hyde, the oldest , was the first white

child born in the town . She married Hiram Abbott , a man

afterwards well known in the history of Amity. The second

birth in the family was that of the oldest son , De Witt Clin

ton Hyde, who was a resident of the town until his removal

to Michigan , about fifteen years ago . The third child , a

daughter named Lois, married Solomon, a brother of Hiram

Abbott, and now lives in Michigan . The next in order of

nativity was Sally, who became the wife of Isaac Dyke, a

grandson of the pioneer settler of Andover. Almeda, the

next younger, died at the age of fifteen . Thacher Hyde,

the youngest of the family, was a resident of the county
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Amity till his death , in 1842. Isaac Newton located about

half a mile south of Belvidere, on the west side of the river,

in 1820 , and two years later Andrew Hawley moved into

the house with him . Hiram Abbott settled near John T.Hyde,

previous to 1822. George W. Horner and Elizur Ingraham ,

who is living, at the age of eighty , came in 1823 , and Elias ,

John and Jedediah Holmes about the same time.

William Noble, who died in the town in 1868 , came from

Whitehall, Washington county, in 1824. His sons Hiram ,

Roswell and Martin are residents of the town at the present

time ( 1879) , the latter living in Belmont. Henry J. Hog

land, father of Hiram Hogland, who lived in Amity a num

ber of years, came from Dryden, Tompkins county, in 1826,

accompanied by the latter, and settled west of the river in

the northwest corner of lot number 62 .

Settlement was slow for a number of years, principally on

account of the lack of roads and the bad condition of the

few that had been made. There was no road from Belvi

dere to Cuba previous to 1810 . As facilities for travel mul

tiplied, and sales of land in all parts of the town increased ,

the influx of settlers gradually augmented , and in 1830 the

population of Amity had grown to 872. In 1835 it was

1,280 ; in 1840 , 1,354 ; in 1845 , 1,485 ; in 1850, 1,792 ; in

1855 , 2,655 ; in 1860 , 2,268 ; in 1865 , 2,073 ; in 1870, 2,087 ,

and in 1875 , 2,021 .

EARLY EVENTS.

was an infant when his parents settled in Amity, is still

living, in the town of Scio . Two other children , Ann Eliza

and E. E. Hyde, were born in the town . The former mar

ried Charles J. Horne and died in 1846. Mr. Horne will

be remembered as a very intelligent and active early resident

of the town . He was a man of fine literary attainments

and with his father, Geoffrey Horne , was at one time in the

employ of Judge Church, superintending the erection of the

stone mill " at Philipsburg. Dr. E. E. Hyde is still living ,

and an influential resident of Belmont. Years ago he was

a practicing physician, but later in life turned his attention

to lumbering with good success . He has since 1874 held

the office of justice of the peace, and being possessed of a

retentive memory and a taste for historical research , has

been able to render valuable assistance in supplying material

for use in this work .

Among those who early settled in the town was Amos

Goodspeed, who located on the Jeffries farm , in 1804. Ste

phen Cole came in 1804 or 1805 , and Nathaniel Goodspeed

in the latter year , taking up the farm where Stephen Rogers

now lives. Not long after he came he built a substantial

block house of square-hewn logs, which is still standing.

Notwithstanding the fact that it has been twice moved, now

occupying its third location on the farm where it was origi

nally built, it is still in good condition , doing service as a

store-house, and it is undoubtedly one of the oldest if not

the oldest log house now in existence in the county. Harry

Davis, from Hampshire county, Mass., located half a milé

south of Belmont, on the river, in 1805. He had lived in

Oneida county for a time before settling in Allegany. He

remained a resident of the town until his death , a few years

since. At the commencement of the war of 1812 he was

chosen lieutenant of a military company, and afterwards

captain of another. He held a number of responsible town

offices at an early day. Many of his descendants are resi

dents of Amity. Arnold Hill settled about a mile above

Belmont, on the east side of the river, in 1805. About 1838

he sold out and went west. Jacob Manning settled near Dr.

Hyde in 1805 , and Samuel Van Campen came into the town

in 1806 . In 1808 Nathan Wright settled on the farm now

occupied by Mr. St. John, and John Galt located on Van

Campen's creek . David Downing settled on the Pixley farm

and Jeffrey Horne on the site of Philipsburg, in 1810. Abram

Aldrich , from Vermont, located a mile below Belmont in

1811 , and Levi Simons on the Friendship road , in the west

part of the town , in 1812. About 1810 or 1811 , perhaps la

ter, a man named Banfield settled on the William Cornell

farm , a mile below Belmont. A number of families of Sor

tores came from 1815 to 1820 , among them Elisha and Eli

jah Sortore , many of whose descendants are now well-known

residents of the town . In 1816 John Hood and Moses R.

Hood located in Amity, and cleared land and put it under

cultivation . The former first settled on the river, but after

wards removed to the farm now owned by his son , John

Hood . William D. Hood lives near where his father, Moses

R. Hood , settled . During the first two years of his residence

in the town John Hood was obliged to carry potatoes for

family use from Dansville, Livingston county . Henry Till

yer also came in 1816 , and Richard Longcore about the

same time. About 1818 William Dayton, from Dutchess

county , N. Y. , settled some three miles from the river, in the

southwest part of the town . He continued a resident of

The first birth in the town has been already referred to .

It was that of Hannah , daughter of the pioneer settler John

T. Hyde, November 4th , 1804. She was a cousin of Dr. E.

E. Hyde, as was also Harvey Manning, who was fatally

injured by an ox -cart , which ran backward against him

down a hill, and whose death in 1806 was the first that oc

curred in the town after settlement begun. In 1807 the first

marriage was celebrated . It was that of Laomi Asthley and

Rachel Baker. The first school was taught in 1810 by

Polly Baker.

In 1812 Pbila Davis , a sister of Harry Davis, taught a

school in a log house that stood on the farm now occupied

by P. P. Leilous.

THE PIONEER TAVERN .

The house of Ebenezer Hyde was the earliest tavern . It

was a large two -story double log house. The sides were of

hewn timber, and it was for those days a pretentious build

ing . At a later period it was sided up over the logs and pre

sented the appearance of a commodious frame house; but

that was after the pioneer days.

It was cpened as a public house in 1808. At that early

day travel was very limited ; but at the close of the last war

with England emigration from the Eastern States to Ohio

begun. The most feasible and direct route at that time

was from Albany, through Utica , to Canandaigua; thence

through Angelica to Olean Point, and from there down the

Allegheny river to the Ohio. The number of emigrants from

the year 1813 to 1817 was great . By this time roads were

opened, but the constantly increasing travel rendered them

almost impassable in places. When emigration begun the

movers were obliged to cut roads in advance of their teams.

But during the period mentioned travel by this route was

at its height. During the spring and summer months from

twenty -five to fifty teams passed daily. There would often

1
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built and lived in the house now occupied by Oliver

Norton , on the east side of the river in the village of Bel

mont . He subsequently sold out to Dr. Gorham and re

moved to Steuben county. The next physician who settled

in the town was Dr. Potter , who is said to have been , at one

time, a partner of Dr. Gorham's. Dr. E. A. Willard, now

of Friendship, came afterwards and also another Dr. Willard ,

who remained a while and removed from the town . Other

physicians, whose names cannot be recalled now, have been

residents of the town at different times. One of the best

remembered was Dr. Reed, who is reported to have enjoyed

a somewhat extensive practice.

RELIGION IN THE EARLY DAYS.

be as many as fifty or seventy - five teams at Hyde's to re

main over night . Sometimes they would tarry two or

thre : days, during which time the men would go on and

clear a passage in advance . Sometimes the women and

children would come ahead of the loaded wagons a day and

a night, and remain over two nights to rest . Sometimes they

would stay after the departure of the loaded teams, the men

going forward as far as they could before night , tying the

horses to the feed - box at the rear of the wagons, and then

walking back to Hyde's to spend the night with their fami

lies . If they had made suitable progress the day before

they would take their families with them in the morning ; if

not , they would leave them another day.

Some of the emigrants had their beds and necessary

cooking utensils in their wagons, and such required nothing

more of Doctor Hyde than liberty to build a fire on his

premises and access to the spring near the tavern . These

favors he always granted . It is believed that the greatest

travel by this route was in 1814 , which was of course the

most profitable year the pioneer tavern ever had. One night

in that year more than two hundred men , women and chil

dren were accommodated in and about the building, every

bed and lodging place being called into requisition , and one

hundred and fourteen horses were housed and fed in stables

and near them . Such was the primitive public house of

Amity ; such its accommodations and its customers in its

most prosperous days, when it was almost as widely known

as the “ White House," in Angelica. Many will remember

the “ big barn " that stood on the corner at the Hyde stand .

A board was nailed to the side of it , upon which was dimly

painted : " Allegany river, 27 mls." This was much of the

time so thickly bespattered with mud as to render the letters

illegible. Gradually emigration grew less and less, and at

last the old tavern was left with the meager custom of most

hotels of its class and day . It was kept open by Dr. Hyde

till about 1831 , and then it passed into the management of

John McCoy, who was succeeded in two or three years by

Mrs. Hill , and she, not long afterward , by Benjamin Al

drich , who kept it till 1847 or 1848. It was afterward sold

to Colonel Charles Davis, but was not kept open as a pub

lic house . For a while it stood as a land-mark , connecting

the past with the present , but was at last torn down and re

placed by the residence of Mr. David Allen . In the early

days it was the most popular resort in all this section of the

country. Many were the meetings there of the pioneers

after the settlement of the valley was well advanced , and

their stories of early hardships , struggles and adventures

became interesting to new comers and the rising generation .

The First PhysiCIANS.

Not only was Ebenezer Hyde known as the hospitable

landlord of the first tavern , but he was welcomed to the

houses of the early settlers as the first doctor ; and for

many years he was the only one west of Canandaigua. He

was called to attend the sick at all the settlements on the

head waters of the Allegheny river, up and down the Genesee

and east of it , and at all intermediate places . He was prob

ably better acquainted with the different roads throughout

the Genesee country than any other man within its bound

aries.

Until Dr. Abijah B. Case settled at Philipsburg, about

1831 , Hyde was the only physician in the town . Dr. Case

At a very early day in the history of the town the claims

of religion were recognized by the pioneers and its ordi

nances observed . The first religious meeting was held in

1814, at the house of Samuel Van Campen, Rev. Robert

Hubbard, a Presbyterian clergyman , officiating. Probably

the next man who conducted Christian worship in Amity

was Jonathan Post , a Baptist licentiate, whose efforts were

so successful that in 1818 he organized a Baptist society

which constituted the first church in the town . Ten per

sons, all of whom are dead , called a conference in the month

of September, and took immediate steps to secure recogni

tion as a church, and were so recognized on the seventeenth

of the following month. They met in school -houses and in

each other's dwellings for services . They had no settled

pastor, but were frequently supplied by Rev. David Corp,

an aged preacher of their own number, Rev. James Reed,

Rev. Titus Gillett and Jonathan Post . This organization

was called the First Baptist Church of Angelica (Amity at

the time forming a part of that town) , and numbered at

one time fifty members, scattered over an area of twenty

miles . Owing principally to internal dissensions the society

at length disbanded, and at the organization of the Friend

ship Baptist church , in 1822 , part of the members united

with that society, and others were not connected with any

religious organization till the formation of some of the soci

eties of Amity a few years later . Methodist services were

held in the town by the pioneer itinerants and circuit riders,

and the Presbyterians were quite active in good works in

the early days .

Mills.

a

There have been several mills built on the various streams

in the town at different periods. It is now impossible to

obtain reliable data from which to write a history of each

one of these establishments. Suffice it to say that the first

ones, which have most of them gone to ruin long since,

were erected at an early period in the history of the settle

ment and improvement of the town , and in their time bore

no unimportant part in developing its interests and advanc

ing the fortunes of the settlers . The first mill erected in

the town , outside of the village of Belmont, was that built

by John Gault , about 1818 , on Van Campen's creek , oppo

site the present location of the depot at Belvidere, which

did a large business for about ten years and was finally car

ried away in a food . The first patent shingle-machine

brought into the county was set up in this mill and was at

tached to the pitman crank , with no intermediate gearing.

At a later day, when the lumber trade became one of the
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most important and profitable interests of this section , lar

ger mills were erected , at which the manufacture of lumber

was carried on on a very extensive scale. Prominent among

these was the Dean mill, on Philip's creek , which cut annu

ally about a million feet of lumber, a million and a half of

shingles, and half a million lath ; the Duke saw and stave

mill at Belvidere , with a capacity to turn out two hundred

thousand feet of lumber and six hundred thousand staves

annually ; and the “ Triana mill," built near there by Messrs.

John B. and Philip Church , jr . , about 1835 , which was also

an establishment of no limited manufacturing facilities, cut

ting from fifty to seventy - five thousand feet of lumber daily.

Many shingle mills have been built at different dates on the

several creeks in the town, which, like a number of the saw

mills , have passed into disuse or been torn down.

Immediate measures were taken to clear the land of

stumps and other obstructions, which was done at a cost

of $100.

The grounds were surveyed into five sections, designated

by the first five letters of the alphabet, containing two hun

dred and fifty lots , each twenty by thirty -two feet square,

and divided by carriage ways, while walks eight feet in

width cross the grounds from east to west and from north

to south between the double tiers of lots .

Sections B and C and part of section A have been offered

for sale, but the remainder of section A and section D are

yet reserved . Section E is set apart as distinctively public

ground.

The cemetery is conveniently and beautifully situated , on

an elevated plat of ground, broken by knolls and indenta

tions which afford that variety of surface so much to be

desired in burial grounds. One of its chief conveniences is

a capacious receiving vault which was constructed in 1873 ,

at an expense of $500 . The town authorities had expended

up to the autumn of 1878 nearly $2,000 in purchasing and

fitting up the grounds. This outlay, with the exception of

the purchase money and the cost of stumping, has been paid

out of receipts accruing from the sale of lots.

While it is not to be expected that this cemetery would

compare favorably with a Greenwood or a Mount Hope, the

citizens of the town of Amity and the village of Belmont

have just cause to take pride in it , as it is much in advance

of those of most other country towns.

Some of the monuments are very fine, and there are two

pieces of Italian statuary which for artistic design and ele

gance of finish are unsurpassed by similar works of art in

any of the many celebrated cemeteries located in large

cities .

The present efficient superintendent is Mr. Morrillion

Sortore .

CIVIL HISTORY.

THE CHEESE AND DAIRY INTEREST.

According to the census for 1875 , the statistics of the

dairy products of the town of Amity may be summed up as

follows:

Average number of milch cows kept in 1874 , 894 ; in

1875 , 1,043 ; number of cows whose milk was sent to the

factory in 1874, 503 ; in 1875 , 664 ; number of pounds of

butter made in families in 1874, 65,341 ; of cheese, 4,500 ;

number of gallons of milk sold in market , 1,545 . There are

three cheese factories within the limits of the town - one at

Belmont, one at Belvidere and one on Philip's creek in the

northeastern part — all of which do a large and increasing

business , as will be seen by reference to the above statistics,

showing a marked increase in the amount of dairy products

during 1875 over that of the previous year . Could an esti

mate be prepared at the present time the advance would ap

pear considerable, and the next census will undoubtedly

present a flattering exhibit.

THE TOWN CEMETERY.

Early in the history of the town, burial grounds were

made in different localities as convenience demanded . We

are without data as to when the first was opened.

The initial measures toward the establishment of the pres

ent beautiful cemetery , just at the outside of the village of

Belmont, were taken in 1866. The first meeting of the

board of town officers for that purpose was held on the

20th of April of the year mentioned , at the law office of

Messrs. Nett & Willard, in Belmont, at which the following

persons were present: E. T. Willett, supervisor ; V. A. Wil

lard and Leander Gorton , justices of the peace, and J. H.

Browning, town clerk . A proposition was received from

Mark W. Pike to sell a certain piece of land containing

eight and thirty -two one-hundredths acres, lying on the

western boundary of the corporation of Belmont, at $80 per

acre, to be devoted to the uses of a town cemetery.

An adjourned meeting was held at the same place on the

12th of the following month . E. T. Willett, supervisor;

Leander Gorton, V. A. Willard and George E. Morehouse,

justices of the peace, and J. H. Browning, town clerk , were

present . At this meeting a resolution was passed authoriz

ing the acceptance of the offer of Mr. Pike. The cost of

purchase was $650 ; $600 of which was paid in town orders

due March ist , 1867 , and the remaining $50 was placed to

Mr. Pike's credit on the cemetery books in payment for two

burial lots which he afterwards selected .

The town of Amity was formed from Angelica and Scio ,

February 22nd, 1830. Its area was reduced by the erection

from its territory of the town of Ward, November 21st, 1856 ,

and about the same time a few lots on its southern boundary

were added to Scio .

After a careful search it appears that a portion of the

town records is missing, and for that reason it will not be

possible to give as complete an account of the transactions

of the town authorities as may be desirable. From the record

of a meeting of the board of town officers held in March ,

1831 , for the annual adjustment of the town accounts, it

appears that John Simons was at that time supervisor,

Robert Reed, jr . , town clerk , and Hiram Abbott and Wil.

liam D. Easton justices of the peace. As that meeting was

held prior to the second annual election of town officers,

those mentioned must have been chosen the previous year,

which was the year of the organization of the town.

An attempt has been made, which the incomplete condi

tion of the records has rendered only measurably successful,

to present a list of the supervisors of the town from its or

ganization to the present time. The following are the names

of those who filled the position from 1830 to 1859 , as nearly

as they could be ascertained and as nearly as possible in the

order in which they were elected . For obvious reasons it

has been found difficult to give the date at which each suc
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decade. It now contains a church , a hotel , a saw and stave

mill , a cheese factory, and a convenient number of small

stores and mechanics' shops. On the opening of the rail

road through the town in 1851 , Judge Philip Church pre

sented for Belvidere station a flag representing an engine

drawing a large cannon and some sheaves of wheat in an

open car ; an Indian in ambush, with surprised look , his bow

and arrow apparently falling from his hands, and a deer

running affrightedly away. Beneath this design was the

following inscription :

cessive incumbent was chosen , as well as their respective

terms of service :

John Simons, Alvin E. Parker, Benjamin Aldridge,Walter

S. Church, Moses Van Campen, Benjamin Aldrdge, Bateman

Fitzsimmons, Francis Norton , J. D. Carmer, N. C. Pratt ,

Randall Reed , Bateman Fitzsimmons, George W. Horner ,

Frederick Leach, G. M. Cooley , Consider Ellis, Joshua

Rathbun and Benjamin Norton . The supervisor for 1859-61

was Lucius S. May ; 1862-65 , Silas Richardson ; 1866, 1867 ,

E. F. Willetts ; 1868-70, Benjamin Norton ; 1871 , Wilkes

Angel ; 1872 , 1873 , D. S. Lanphear ; 1874 , 1875 , V. A. Wil

lard ; 1876-78, Rufus Scott .

The officers elected in the year 1879 were as follows :

Supervisor, Anson C. Hall ; town clerk , Emerson V. Sortore ;

justices, Ebenezer E. Hyde, full term , Elby Reynolds,

short term ; commissioner of highways, Addison Van Campen ;

assessor, John W. Windus; inspectors of election,Charles H.

Wright, Adrian B. Larrabee ; collector, William H. Davis ;

overseers of poor, Stephen Pollard , Alexander Burdick ; con

stables, William M. Hall, Horace M. Knowlton , Henry C.

Chase, Spencer R. Franklin ; game constable , Floy Clark .

" BELVIDERE STATION-EXERGY AND SKILL .

" Where the fierce red man trod his pathless way ,

In search precarious , daily food to slay ;

Or, hid in ambush , sprung upon his foe ,

Striking unseen the unsuspected blow ;

Now Steam , resistless , spreads his fiery wings ;

Where want depresses , wished for plenty springs

Or ponderous weapons to our border draws,

Or writes on ocean waves Columbia's laws .

Boast not , proud white man , in the arts of peace and war

Look up to heaven and see how small you are !"

CHRIST'S CHURCH, BELVIDERE.

Amity's BONDED DEBT.

Under the provisions of Chapter 907 of the laws of 1869 ,

the town of Amity was bonded in the sum of $21,000 in aid

of the Belmont and Buffalo Railroad Company. These

bonds bear date October, 1871 , and bear interest at the

rate of seven per cent . per annum . Of this amount $4,000,

in four bonds of $ 1,000 each, was issued about April 13th ,

1872, bearing numbers one to four inclusive, and having

coupons annexed for semi - annual interest , to become due

on October isi, 1872 , and the principal due October ist ,

1901 , thirty years from the date thereof . An issue to the

amount of $1,000, being ten bonds of $ 100 each , numbered

twenty-four to thirty -three inclusive, was made about May

29th , 1873 , the principal payable October ist , 1883 , twelve

years after date, with coupons for semi-annual interest until

maturity, all coupons to become due after October ist ,

1883 , having been canceled before issue . Sixteen bonds of

$ 1,000 each, numbered eight to twenty -three inclusive, and

having coupons annexed for the semi -annual interest, were

issued about July 16th , 1875. These bonds were, like the

first four, to become due October ist, 1901. Three bonds

for $100 each , numbered five to seven inclusive, were is

sued to the same company for temporary use, about May

7th , 1872 , which were afterward returned to the commis

sioners by the company and canceled, in consequence of

which they are not outstanding. Provision is made to meet

the semi -annual payments of interest as they become due .

The Rt . Rer . William Delancey, D. D., bishop of western

New York, made a visitation to the village of Belvidere

May 22nd , 1854 ; but regular divine service was not estab

lished until May ist , 1859 , when the service was held in the

village school-house, the Rev. Robert Horwood, rector of

St. Paul's, Angelica, having charge.

On the 5th of July following, the congregation convened

and organized themselves into a parish, under the name of

Christ's Church ; the above named clergyman in charge pre

siding

On the 8th day of August of the same year, at a vestry

meeting, it was reported that a sufficient amount of money

had been collected by Mrs. Angelica Warren and Miss

Elizabeth Church (daughters of the late Judge Philip

Church ' to make it advisable to proceed to the erection of

the proposed church edifice. Hence, it was the action of

the vestry that a church building should be erected at once,

sufficiently large to seat one hundred persons.

On the 18th of the same month the parish was admitted

into union with the convention of western New York , held

that year in Elmira , N. Y. , Mr. Richard Church being the

first delegate from the parish and to this convention .

The corner stone was laid on All - Saints ' Day, November

Ist, 1859, by the Rev. Robert Horwood ; a large number

both of the clergy and laity were in attendance.

The first adult baptism in the parish took place in the

school -house, November 6th , 1859. The first confirmation

was administered in the same place on Whit-Sunday, May

24th , 1860 , by the late Bishop Delancey.

The church was consecrated on St. Michael and All Angels '

Day, September 29th , 1860. At this church service was the

first administration of the holy communion ; the seats, also,

were declared free , the church expenses to be defrayed by

the offerings of the congregation .

June uth, 1863 , the Rev. Robert Horwood resigned the

parish , and the Rev. M. Scofield on the 28th of the same

month, at the request of Bishop Delancey, visited the parish

in connection with St. Paul's, Angelica, and accepted an in

vitation to become rector. He resigned February Toth ,

1867. Since that time the following clergymen have served

BELVIDERE.

This village received its name from that of the homestead

of Judge Philip Church , near the northern boundary of the

town . It is located on the Genesee river, at the mouth of

Van Campen's creek , in the northwest corner of Amity, and

was formerly a place of some importance, receiving its sup

port as a trading point from the early farmers and lumber

men. On account of its central location its claims were at

one time much favored as an eligible site for the county

buildings. It is described in French's Gazetteer as having

three saw- mills and one hundred and eighty -one inhabit

ants in 1860, after it had been a railway station for nearly a
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as rectors of the parish : the Revs. J. Hunter, H. S. Jones,

J. Leech , Mr. Sterrett , M. Scofield and J. Wayne, the last

of whom was serving in March, 1879 .

BELMONT.

The history of the village of Belmont is closely connected

with and dependent on that of the Philipsburgh Mill Re

serve. The existence of the fine water power which has

contributed so m'ich to its growth and prosperity long ago

indicated its probable location , and every change in the

ownership of the former has exerted an influence on the

business prosperity and commercial status of the latter. It

was the water power that offered inducements to the first

settlers in the present village to locate where they did ; it

was owing to the sale of lots adjoining it that the village re

ceived its start, and its later commercial prosperity has

largely depended on the business of the various manufac

tories whose machinery is turned by its water . The water

power has been the element of promise which has at differ

ent times brought men of enterprise and capital to the

place , and its manufactures have made its name known

throughout the Union .

use, as before specified ; and the islands above the dam, and

all lands flowed with water in consequence of the dam then

in existence, or which might thereafter be flooded in conse

quence of raising the dam or constructing other dams

upon the premises , within certain specific limitations as to

height and location .

Village lot number 14 was sold at public auction in Janu

ary , 1834, and bid off by Walter S. Church for Philip

Church .

At a meeting of the shareholders held at the house of

John Norton , October 22nd , 1833 , the Philipsburgh Farms

and such village lots as had not been set apart for the pub

lic benefit were divided among the different members of the

company . The Philipsburgh Mill Reserve remained the

joint property of the several partners, Philip Church owing

an undivided one - fourth interest , and John Norton , Benja

min Norton , Ellis May and Timothy H. Burbanks an undi

vided three - fourths .

September 23d , 1837 , Benjamin Norton , Ebenezer Nor

ton (who had purchased the interest of Timothy H. Burbanks)

and Ruth Norton, Joseph B. Norton , Francis Norton , Eliza

beth May, Lucinda Whitcomb, Sarah Davis and Joseph Nor

ton Waters, heirs of John Norton , deceased, sold their

undivided three -fourths interest in the Mill Reserve to Wal

ter S. Church, who became sole proprietor by the purchase

of the remaining one- fourth interest of Philip Church , No

vember 13th , 1839. On the twentieth of the same month

Mr. Church mortgaged it to George Pratt Burrell , of New

York, who came into possession by foreclosure, September

13th , 1849 , his agents bidding it in .

Mr. Burrell died in 1847 , and Alvin E. Parker, who was

the administrator of his estate, sold the property in 1850, by

authority of a power of attorney, to Thomas R. Brayton &

Co. , a firm consisting of a number of men of enterprise and

capital of Elmira, N. Y. Soon afterward the firm name was

changed to J. Langdon & Co. , by whom the Reserve was

sold to W. W. Ballard & Co. , who, after several years oc

cupation , sold the property to various parties, Mr. David

Rawson purchasing the water power about 1866, together

with the stone flouring mill .

THE PHILIPSBURGH Mill RESERVE.

Early BUILDINGS.

I

Like all similar valuable property , the Philipsburgh Mill

Reserve has entailed on its owners much trouble and lega!

contention , and its record has been one of alternate suc

cesses and reverses. Its early history is identical with that

of the Church Tract , which is detailed in another portion of

this work .

September 3d, 1832 , Philip Church sold an undivided

three -fourths interest in the Mill Reserve to John Norton ,

Ellis May, Benjamin Norton and Timothy H. Burbanks.

The proprietors caused a village and twelve farm lots to be

surveyed and platted by Samuel Van Wickle, in 1833. The

first was named Philipsburgh and the second Philipsburgh

Farms. A piece of ground within the village limits twenty

one rods in length and fifteen rods in width was set apart

for the use of the inhabitants of Amity as a public square,

and three village lots north and two south of this plot as

building sites for religious and educational purposes ; and a

portion of the elevation in the center of the present corpor

ation then , as since, known as “ Table Knoll, ” as a location

for public edifices, and a cemetery for the convenience of

the inhabitants of the town ; the proprietors binding them

selves to reserve the said village lots and unappropriated

parts of " Table Knoll ” for the purposes mentioned , and

to convey the same without any pecuniary consideration , in

suitable parts or parcels , from time to time , to the trustees

of churches and congregations , which, being duly organized ,

might be prepared to build thereon , or to such other person

as might be duly authorized to receive and hold the same

for the sole use and purpose specified.

The company reserved as an adjunct to the mills a gore

of land west of the westerly branch of the Genesee river

and east of the southeast line of the village , and thirteen

village lots ; all the land within the village boundaries not

surveyed into village lots , except those devoted to public

The earliest houses in the village were the “ Mansion

house," which is said to have been begun by Judge Church

as early as 1808, and the building for many years known as

the old “ Mill house," which stood just south of the former.

Both of these were east of the river. Settlement was slow

and no other dwellings were erected within the limits of the

present corporation, it is said , until a small house was put

up on the slope of the river bank , near the boat landing, and

on the lot on which Mr. John Russell's residence now stands,

by Francis Parker, when he settled in the then future vil

lage in 1828. It was necessary to clear a small space in the

woods for this house . Four or five acres had been cleared

near by , and with the exception of this clearing the whole

of the present corporation west of the river was a dense pine

forest, and east of the river there was no opening except the

cleared space around the mills .

SETTLEMENT ADVANCING .

Two or three years later several families had moved into the

neighborhood, and other little clearings had been made. One
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was at Alvin E. Parker's place, and another surrounded the

old tavern building at the corner of Schuyler and South streets .

From the latter place to the Nichols farm , just beyond the

northwestern boundary of the present corporation, a thick

pine forest skirted the road on either side, and extended

back almost interminably. Alvin E. Parker came in the lat

ter part of May or early in June, 1830 ; James Dickey, with

his family, early in 1831. At that timeJeffrey Horne lived in the

“ Mansion house " and Orlin Smith in the old “ Mill house."

In November, 1831 , three men who were destined to exert

an important influence on the future of the locality came

with their families from Washington county, N. Y. They

were John and Benjamin Norton and Ellis May, who, with

Timothy H. Burbanks, who came about the same time, were

the purchasers of a three - fourths interest in the Philipsburgh

Mill Reserve. Oliver Norton and Ebenezer Norton came in

1833. Later, the latter purchased the interest of Timothy

H. Burbanks in the Mill Reserve . James Dickey was a car

penter and joiner. He erected a small house east of the

river. For a time after their arrival some of the Nortons

occupied a part of the " Mansion house," which was large

enough to accommodate several families in those days. Oliver

Norton built a house east of the river, and lived in it until his

death, a few years later.

a

He afterwards erected a store on the corner of Schuyler and

Washington streets, and continued in business there. This

building was subsequently burned.

The next merchant was one Prentice,who afterward sold out

to Frederick Stewart. In 1834 Bela Bartlett came from

Warsaw , Wyoming county , and after erecting the building

now occupied by Mr. Bronson as a store , opened a cabinet

shop in it . He also erected the house now occupied by

Calvin Newton . Mr. Bartlett came originally from New

Hampshire. He gained the good will of his neighbors and

soon enjoyed an increasing patronage. He was one of the

builders of the various churches in Belmont, when first

erected , and made most of the coffins in which were buried

those who died in the section for a number of years, his

patronage extending to the adjoining towns, and many of

the older families have articles of furniture of Mr. Bartlett's

handiwork . He continued in active business till his retire

ment in October, 1875 , and died at his residence early in

March , 1879 , at the age of nearly seventy -nine. Edwin

Mills, a wagon -maker, settled in the village the same year.

Probably the first blacksmith was a man named Stewart,

who came a little before.

The first physician and those who came after him have

been mentioned in the history of Amity. It was a some

what remarkable coincidence that Doctors Case , Gorham ,

Potter and Andrews lived successively in the same house.

Among the early business and professional men of the vil

lage was 0. W. Hewett , the first practicing attorney. He

came at a comparatively early date . The next lawyer was

Hon . Hamilton Ward, who begun the practice of his profes

sion in Belmont in 1851 and has since achieved a reputation

as an attorney and a statesman that is more than local. The

resident members of the bar are as follows: Hamilton Ward ,

Rufus Scott, Wilkes Angel . George S. Jones, V. A. Willard ,

S. H. Tracy, E. W. Chamberlain, O. A. Fuller , H. N. Gar

diner and C. S. Hall ,

An Old LANDMARK .

One of the few remaining links between the pioneer days

of the history of the village and the present is the old tav

ern on the corner opposite the public square. It was built

by Timothy H. Burbanks, in 1831 , and a portion of it was

occupied by his family as a dwelling. Not long afterward a

school was opened in one of the rooms. Later the building

passed into the possession of Elder Tuttle , a well- remem

bered preacher and schoolmaster, who used it for a school

house about two years. It was enlarged and put in shape

for its present use, and opened as a tavern by Hiram Aldrich,

who was afterwarc's succeeded by Ira Tracy, whose sign , fa

miliar even yet to some of the older residents of the village,

announced, “ I Tracy Lives Here.” Since then it has had a

number of keepers, and now does service as one of the hotels

of the village.

THE WASHINGTON COMPANY.

THE FIRST STORE.

The first store in the village was opened in 1830. Alvin

E. Parker was the merchant. A room in the second story

of Francis Parker's woolen mill on the east side of the river

was his place of business. A few hundred dollars ' worth of

such plain necessities as were in demand at that time com

prised his stock in trade . The settlers for miles around

about were his customers, for stores were few then . Barter

was in vogue and money was scarce in the new settlements.

After a time Mr. Parker removed his store to a new build

ing which had been erected a little northwest of the bend in

Schuyler street , near the frame grist-mill, where he traded

for many years , laying the foundation of a competency

which he has lived to enjoy in his old age . Mr. Parker

was the first postmaster in the village. He has lived in

Belmont longer than any other resident .

By this name the firm of Philip Church , John Norton ,

Benjamin Norton , Ellis May and Timothy H. Burbanks

( and after the sale of the interest of the latter, Ebenezer

Norton ) was familiarly known ,on account of the fact that all

the members except Judge Church were Washington county

men . It was the enterprise of this company that directed

the first measures leading to the after prosperity of the

place. In that part of this article devoted to a sketch of

the history of the Philipsburgh Mill Reserve the survey of a

portion of that tract into village lots , the laying out of streets

and the setting aside of certain parcels of land for a public

square for public buildings and for sites for churches and

school houses, with a view to the advancement of the causes

of religion and education, have been adverted to .

in 1833. Settlers were attracted to Philipsburgh by reports

of the enterprise and public spirit of its proprietors, no less

than by the promises of successful business afforded by the

water power and other natural advantages of the locality.

Lots sold rapidly and in a few years a thriving village grew

up, in which were represented all the various branches of

trade and industry common to the better class of country

villages at that time. Some of the lots set aside for use as

sites for churches were taken up by church societies , which

were formed as soon as there were a sufficient number of

That was

Other Early BUSINESS MEN.

Harvey H. May, a son of Ellis May, opened the next

store , in a portion of the “ old Mill house," east of the river .
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Christian men and women in the vicinity to organize them .

A school-house was built on “ Table Knoll,” where the

county clerk's office now is, to supersede the school-room in

the old tavern , after that building was devoted to its present

use . On every hand evidences of healthy growth and thrift

multiplied. New comers were constantly arriving, and em

barking in trade or lending a hand toward the labor of

building up the village, which was not only the business

center of the town of Amity, but exerted a powerful influ

ence upon its general settlement. In 1830 the population of

the town was eight hundred and seventy - two ; five years

later it had reached one thousand two hundred and eighty .

Of course, in point of population , the village outgrew the

town , and a good proportion of this increase is to be attrib

uted to its rapid settlement.

At present ( 1879) Belmont contains , besides the county

buildings, six churches, two school houses, a bank, a news

paper and job printing office, two hotels, two largemanufac

turing establishments, two flouring mills, one saw - mill , one

cabinet shop and furniture store , an undertaking establish

ment, a shingle -mill, a cheese factory, three dry goods stores,

two millinery and fancy goods stores ,one gentlemen's furnish

ing store, two hardware stores , one jewelery store, one billiard

room and saloon , two drug stores, and the usual number of

wagon , blacksmith , shoe and paint shops. The population

according to the census of 1870 was 795 .

FREQUENT FIRES – Driving PARK - Bridge.

MILTONVILLE.

The most serious drawback to the prosperity of the village

in the past has been frequent and destructive fires. It is to

be hoped that measures will be taken looking to the estab

lishment of a fire department at no distant day .

A driving park was made near the village a few years ago,

but no trotting association has ever been formed . Among

recent improvements may be mentioned the erection of a

substantial iron bridge over the river, between the principal

part of the village and the depot, in the autumn of 1878 , to

replace the wooden structure which did service before.

In 1840 , or thereabouts, John Milton May, a son of Ellis

May, purchased of the proprietors of the Mill Reserve the

land lying within the limits of the reserve east of the river

and north of Philip's creek , and laid it out into village lots.

A settlement grew up there in a comparatively short time,

which Mr. May named “ Miltonville, " and among other im

provements a tavern was built, which was afterwards con

verted into a school-house and later into a residence . This

settlement, which now includes Milton , Triana, Greenwich,

Charles, Howard and Austin streets and one or two others,

recently opened , is one of the pleasantest portions of the

Belmont of to -day .

.

Civil HISTORY.

I

The COUNTY BUILDINGS.

Early in its history the village was known as Philipsburgh,

a name which it received in honor of Judge Philip Church .

It was incorporated February 21st , 1853 , under the name of

Philipsville, and again as Belmont, January 18th , 1871. The

first board of trustees was as follows : A. J. McNett, W. H.

H. Russell. F. Vanderhoef and Levi Merriman. The first

named was chosen president of the village . The village

officers for 1878 were as follows : D. H. Bradley, president ;

Joseph S. Norton , Silas Richardson, Anson C. Hall and

Avery S. Allen , trustees; Elihu Reynolds, clerk ; M. Sortore,

treasurer; C. C. Kinney, collector ; E. E. Hyde, C. B. New

ton and Avery S. Allen , board of health.

MANUFACTURING INTERESTS.

The village grew steadily from 1840 to 1847 or 1848, and

rapidly from that time onward until 1855 , participating very

largely in an increase of nearly fifteen hundred in the popu

lation of Amity. The first cause of this rapid advance in

population and importance was the construction of the Erie

Railway through the Genesee valley , in 1849 and 1850, and

the removal of the county seat from Angelica in 1858. The

court-house, jail and county clerk's office were erected dur

ing the following year and a portion of 1860. In the last

named year Angelica was made a half- shire, and the courts

have been held alternately at the two villages since . A de

tailed account of the causes which led to the removal and to

the subsequent changes will be found in the general county

history . The county buildings at Belmont are elegant and

commodious structures, creditable alike to the village and

the county. The jail is now used only for the detention of

prisoners during sessions of court

The first saw - mill in the town of Amity was built near the

stone grist-mill by Judge Philip Church , in 1806. In 1808

he built a grist -mill in the same vicinity , which did good ser

vice for the pioneers till it was superseded by better ones

after settlement was further advanced. Ten or a dozen

years later he began to build the stone mill, which was com

pleted about 1827 , though it is said some portion of it had

been in operation before that time. It has since been re

paired and greatly improved. It was sold to its present

owners, Messrs. W. H. Van Campen & Son , by David Raw

son . At an early day Judge Church caused a carding ma

chine to be brought from England and set up on the Mill

Reserve . It fell into disuse after a time .

GLIMPSES OF THE VILLAGE AT DIFFERENT PERIODS.

PARKER'S CARDING MILL .

The village was described in 1842 , by Disturnell, in his

Gazetteer of the State of New York ," as “ containing thir

ty - five dwelling houses, one church, two taverns, two stores ,

one grist-mill and one saw -mill, and having a population of

two hundred and fifty . ” The “ one church " referred to was

undoubtedly the Methodist church, the data from which the

above statement was made having undoubtedly been ob

tained previous to the erection or completion of the Presby

terian church , which was dedicated in 1841. French's Gaz

etteer mentions Philipsville as containing " three churches,

two saw- mills, a flouring mill and about one thousand inhab

itants . "

The old carding machine was in a small building near the

river, a little above where the east end of the bridge now is ,

not far from the dam . When Francis Parker removed to

the place in 1828 he brought cloth -dressers ' tools and a

stock of dyes . A new building was put up , close by the old

one, and the carding machine was moved into it . The old

structure was used as a dye - house, and half of the lower
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The commodious shops were once partially destroyed by

fire.

THE BELMONT MANUFACTURING COMPANY .

story of the new one as a shop for cloth -dressing. This es

tablishment was in successful operation for a long time. In

1864 the present custom carding mill of Harrison Parker, a

son of Francis Parker, was established in a building not far

distant from his father's old location . It is run by steam

power, and the business was formerly so extensive as to

necessitate the use of two carding machines day and night.

THE CRABTREE MILL .

Among the most important manufacturing interests of

the county are the agricultural works of A. W. Miner & Co.

The business was established in 1866 , by the Belmont Manu

facturing Company. This company failed about 1868 and

the property passed into the possession of D. Rawson & Co.

Mr. Rawson had been in charge of the business from the

first, superintending tl.e manufacture of the celebrated D.

Rawson mowing machines and circular saw mills . After his

death , in 1874 , Mr. A. W. Miner, of Friendship , became the

owner of the property, and in 1875 the firm of A. W. Miner

& Company was organized and a new and more substantial

business established on a solid foundation , combining skill ,

experience, judgment and integrity with sufficient capital to

carry on an almost unlimited business .

9

THE LION SULKY RAKE.

While tlie Philipsburgh Mill Reserve was in the possession

of Walter S. Church, he made a contract with Daniel

Crabtree by which the latter was to build a saw- mill at the

mouth of Philip's creek , with the privilege of taking water

from the river pond ; and a hydraulic canal was made from

the Genesee, above the dam, to Philip's creek , affording a

sufficiency of water at all seasons. By the terms of the

contract Mr. Church was to furnish the water power and Mr.

Crabtree was to build the mill at his own expense, and each

was to own one -half of the establishment. About the time

the property passed into the possession of Messrs. J. Lang

don & Co. pine timber became greatly enhanced in value,

and the company purchased large tracts of pine lands in

the towns of Amity, Scio, Wellsville, Alma and Bolivar and

built tram-roads by which to get their logs to the river, in

which they were floated to their mills . At Philipsville the

mill previously in operation had been repaired and

another constructed near where the factory of Messrs.

Silsby & Karns now stands , in the upper part of the village.

This was a large gang mill , known as the Shongo mill, cap

able of making from 50,000 to 75,000 feet of lumber daily .

The Crabtree mill was purchased in 1876 by Messrs. Hall

& Weir, who are the present owners . They have thoroughly

repaired it and rearranged it internally, greatly increasing

its capacity by putting in new and improved machinery.

The company at once entered upon a new and very exten

sive field of operations for the purpose of manufacturing

the celebrated Lion Sulky Rake (invented by Mr. H. D.

Van Campen , of Belmont) in connection with the other

branches of manufacture already mentioned . At the time

the Lion rake was first introduced , there were several sulky

rakes in use, all of which were probably in every way superior

to the old - fashioned hand -dump rake ; but there was one ob

stacle in the way of the general use of the sulky rake, the

best models then in existence being so complicated by

gearings that it required much trouble and expense to keep

them in repair, and they were ever liable to disappoint the

purchaser by breaking down in some of the many intricate

parts when most needed for work . In the Lion rake these

difficulties are obviated and overcome. As a practical farmer

remarked, " it is as simple in construction as a wheelbarrow, ' :

and if by long wear or accident it gives out in any place any

country blacksmith can put it in repair . The manufacturers

have established a large trade in the United States, extending

from Maine to Texas and to the Pacific coast, where Messrs.

Ayers & Co. , of San Francisco , the largest wholesale dealers

in agricultural implements in the world , are general agents

for the Lion ruke and have been very successful in handling

and introducing it west of the Rocky mountains .

WATSON'S TANNERY .

Samuel S. Watson came to Belmont in 1852 and soon

afterward established a tannery . He died in 1855 , and the

business has been since continued by his son , Mr. R. M.

Watson .

THE GRIST MILL WEST OF THE RIVER .

While the water power was owned by W. W. Ballard &

Co. , the firm sold a mill sea on the west side of the river,

and in 1860 or 1861 a large flouring mill was erected , which

is now owned by Hood & Bradley and called the Amity

Mills.

A. W. MINER & co's SHOPS.

THE BELMONT BUTTER PACKAGE FACTORY .

Silsby & Karns are among the leading manufacturers of

Belmont, In 1867 the manufacture of butter firkins, pails

and tubs, and all kinds of water pails was begun by Silsby

Brothers at Seneca Falls, N. Y. In 1870 the business was

removed to Belmont by Messrs. Cady & Charles T. Silsby,

who were succeeded by the present firm . This manufactory

is one of the most extensive of the kind in the United

States. The motive power is furnished by a 50 -horse - power

engine. As many as twenty -five men have been employed

and the annual sales have amounted to $40,000 . The manu

facture of Westcott's return butter pail has for some time

past been a specialty.

These buildings, which are all of wood, were erected in

1866 , with the exception of the store -room , blacksmith shop,

and drying house, which were built by A. W. Miner & Co.

The main building is 40 by 140 feet, and three stories high,

having a capacious basement . The foundry and moulding.

rooms are in a building 40 by 100 feet square, immediately

in the rear of the main building . The lumber is stored in

a building 20 by ro feet square. The blacksmith shop is 30

by 40 and the drying house 20 by 30 feet square . The

power which turns the machinery is furnished by the Gene

see river through the medium of a turbine water wheel of

one hundred horse -power, which in point of stability and

economy is not excelled in western New York. The firm

employ from seventy-five to one hundred men, and in every

department of their business are displayed in an eminent
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degree that tact, skill , talent and promptness which are nec

essary to insure success to a large manufacturing concern .

The establishment has lately begun the manufacture of

Howe's force pump. The demand for every kind of work

furnished at these shops has exceeded the supply since the

business came into the control of the present proprietors.

The successive presiding officers have been E. W. Cham

berlain , C. Ellis, B. B. Clark , R. Reed , B. Norton , L. Gor

ton , O. A. Fuller and V. A. Willard . The present officers

are 0. A. Fuller, W. M.; H. N. Gardiner, S. W .; John

Fowler, J. W .; F. Vanderhoef, treasurer; V. A. Willard , sec

retary ; C. R. Edwards, S. D.; W. H. Brown, J. D.; E. Rey

nolds , T.

The present (September, 1878) membership of the lodge

is ninety -five. Regular meetings are held the first and third

Wednesdays of each month .

ORNAMENTAL GLASS WORK.

THE BELMONT MURPHY ORGANIZATION .

The manufacture of artistically designed and ornamentally

executed glass signs , show cards and similar advertising de

vices was once a prominent feature of Belmont's business

enterprise, and was very extensively carried on . But little

is done at the present time, although it is anticipated that at

no distant day the business will be revived and put on its

former solid footing.

The foregoing brief history and description of the leading

manufactures of Belmont in the past and present will indi

cate that the natural advantages of the locality have been

appreciated and utilized , and that the growth and prosperity

of the village have been largely dependent on its manufac

turing facilities and enterprise .

This is a temperance society which was formed in 1877 .

The successive presidents have been as follows : W. H. H.

Russell, V. A. Willard, N. A. Bennett and Frank Hall . Its

object is the perpetuation of the reform inaugurated in the

village and the surrounding country by the celebrated Mur

phy movement. Weekly meetings are held at the court

house or at some other convenient place, at which speakers

from abroad are frequently present and address the audience,

and the best home talent is brought into requisition.

THE BELMONT CORNET BAND.

LODGES AND SOCIETIES.

The Belmont Cornet Band was organized in 1869. The fol

lowing are the names of the original members : W. H. H.

Russell , W. E. Davis, J. W. Windus, P. H. Horne, J. J. Rus

sell , A. G. Cartright , J. B. Hatch , A. Bennett, A. Van Cam

pen , W.O. Beebe, Sidney Pike and V. A. Willard . The

members in the fall of 1878 were : W. E. Davis, A. Bennett,

J. W. Windus, J. J. Russell, H. A. Norton , A. Van Campen,

R. L. Wilkinson , W. C. Potter and Thomas Dougan .

BELMONT LODGE, NO 145 , A. 0. U. W.

PHILIPSVILLE LODGE, NO. 356 , 1. 0. 0. F.

This lodge was first instituted by District Deputy Grand

Master Joab B. Hughes, November 7th , 1847 , and continued

in active operation till after 1850 , when , owing to a rupture

in the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, nearly all the

country lodges surrendered their charters, this lodge among

the others . During its active life the average membership

was about one hundred. The first officers were as follows :

Randall Reed, N. G. ; Alvin E. Parker, V. G .; Henry A.

Parker, Q. S. ; Peter T. Firm , P. S .; Mark W. Pike, treas

urer.

The lodge was reinstated June roth , 1873 , by District

Deputy Grand Master I. N. Stoddard . The following named

gentlemen were the petitioners for reinstatement : H. N.

Wheelock, G. M. Cooley, J. W. Norton , Benjamin Nor

ton , Oliver Norton , Henry S. Norton and E. E. Hyde.

The following officers were elected : N. G. , H. N. Wheel

ock ; V. G. , G. M. Cooley ; secretary, E. E. Hyde ; treasurer,

Joseph Jadwin ; chaplain , Rev. F. D. Sargeant ; conductor,

Rev. F. D. Sargeant ; warden , J. W. Norton ; R. S. N. G. ,

J. N. Hyde ; L. S. N. G. , F. Vanderhoef ; 0. G. , Charles

Karze ; I. G. , O. W. Norton ; R. S. S. , William Hood ; L. S.

S. , E. R. Bosworth ; P. G. , Benjamin Norton ; R. S. V. G. ,

John Leilous, jr.; L. S. V.G. , Benjamin Roberts . The present

officers September, 1878) are J. W. Norton , N. G. ; J. H.

Arner, V. G.; J. R. Leutz, secretary ; G. O. Crandall, treas

urer ; W. V. Robinson , R. S. N. G.; Benjamin Norton , L. S.

N. G. ; E. R. Bosworth , warden ; E. Bacon , I. G. (no 0.

G. installed ;; Thomas Dougan, R. S. V. G. (no L. S. V. G ).

The number of members January 1st, 1878, was forty -four.

This lodge was organized April 4th, 1878 , with the follow

ing officers, who constituted the entire number of charter

meinbers : Master workman , Thomas Dougan ; past master

workman, J. W. Bartlett ; general foreman , Edward Bacon ;

overseer, Jefferson Gorton ; recorder , A. P Cole ; financier,

R. M. Watson ; receiver , D. G. Freeborn ; guide, F. N.

Smith ; inside watchman , John W. Pease ; outside watchman ,

George Mason . The present officers are : Master workman ,

Edward Bacon ; general foreman , A. P. Cole ; P. M. W.,

Thomas Dougan ; overseer , John Dean ; financier, R. M.

Watson ; receiver, D. H. Bradley ; recorder , R. L. Wilkinson ;

guide, I. S. Lewis ; inside watchman , H. Weir; outside

watchman , George Mason . The lodge now (January, 1879)

has a membership of twenty -six master workmen in good

standing. Since the institution of the lodge, members have

been called upon to pay six assessments of one doliar each ,

thus carrying a life insurance of $2,000 for sixty -seven cents

per month , and neither sickness nor death has invaded its

ranks .

CHURCHES OF BELMONT.

BELMONT LODGE, NO. 474, F. A. M. PRESBYTERIAN .

Belmont Lodge, No. 474 , F. A. M. was instituted July

2nd , 1859, with the following charter members : E. W. Cham

berlain , R. Reed , C. Ellis, C. J. Horne , F. A. Whitcomb, A.

Miller, J. Dickey , H. Ward and G. M. Cooley . The first

W. M. was E. W. Chamberlain , the first S. W. , R. Reed and

the first J. W. , C. Ellis.

At a meeting held in Philipsville January 30th , 1832 , for

the purpose of organizing a religious society, Rev. Moses

Hunter was chosen chairman and Rev. Moses Hunter and

H. H. May were appointed tellers . The church was organ

ized with eight members, as follows : Ellis May, Lucius S.

May, John Norton , Harvey H. May, Jeriah Whitcomb,
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Bingham in 1866. Previous to the close of the year last

mentioned, Rev. Nathaniel Elmer became pastor, and

remained four or five years , after which there was no

regular pastor for some time. Rev. Joel S. Kelsey, the

present pastor, assumed the duties of the charge June ist ,

1876 .

September 30th, 1854 , the form of government of the

church was changed from Presbyterian to Congregational .

October 7th , 1866 , it was again changed, by unanimous vote

to Presbyterian. The ruling elders elected after the

latter change were Hon . Wolcott Hatch and John B.

Norton .

a

BAPTIST.

SO

Aaron E. May, William Whitcomb and John M. May.

The society was named “ The First Presbyterian Congrega

tion in Amity.”

The first trustees were John Norton , Samuel Van Campen

and Ellis May. It was not till nine years afterward that de

cided steps were taken toward the erection of a church

edifice, and during the interval services were held in the old

school -house on the site of the present county clerk's office.

In the early part of the year last mentioned preparations

were made for the erection of a church . The following is

a copy of a conveyance of the present church lot from its

former owners to the trustees of the society :

“ This indenture, made the twentieth day of August, in

the year one thousand eight hundred and forty - one , between

Ellis May and Mary, his wife , of the town of Amity, in the

county of Allegany and State of New York , and village of

Philipsburgh, of the first part , and Jeriah Whitcomb, James

Spaulding and John M. May, trustees of ' The First

Presbyterian Congregation in Amity, ' of the second part,

witnesseth : that the parties of the first part , in consideration

of the sum of one hundred dollars to them duly paid , hath

sold and by these presents doth grant and convey to the

said parties of the second part and their successors in office ,

forever, all that tract or parcel of land situated in the town

of Amity , in the county of Allegany and State of New York,

and village of Philipsburgh , being parts of village lots num

ber 25 and 26 , which village lots were surveyed by,

Samuel Van Wicks ; and the parts of the said lots 25

and 26 herein designated to be conveyed are

much of them as lie north of a line commencing at a stake

and stones on the west side of the road leading to an emin

ence of land known as ' Table Knoll , ' which stake and

stones are distant from the north line of Schuyler street in

the said village two chains and seventy -five links ; thence in

a westerly direction , in a parallel line with Schuyler street ,

across the said lots 25 and 26 to the east line of lot number

27 ; which parts of lots are hereby conveyed to the said

trustees and their successors in office for the purpose of a

meeting house site , parsonage , school-house and other re

ligious purposes as may be necessary for the use of the ' First

Presbyterian Congregation in Amity ' and no other purposes

whatever, together with the appurtenances and all the estate ,

right, title, interest, claim and demand whatsoever of the

said parties of the first part."

The above instrument was signed , sealed and delivered

in the presence of F. May by Ellis May and Mary May.

The church was dedicated June 24th , 1841. The build

ing has since been enlarged and repaired. Among other

improvements was the introduction of furnaces in the

basement , to replace the stoves previously in use. A com

modious church parlor was added in 1877 , for use for even

ing meetings and the various purposes of the Sunday -school

and societies connected with the church .

The first pastor was Rev. Jabez Spicer, who was engaged

September 2nd, 1832 , for six months, to preach half of the

time . Owing to the absence of records it is impossible to

give the names and times of service of the different pastors

who have served the church . Some of them may be men

tioned , however. Rev. Samuel W. May and Rev. 0. S.

Powell were early supplies . Rev. Benjamin Russell was the

pastor under whose charge the church was erected . Rev.

Allen Traver was pastor in 1860 and 1861 , and Rev. J. S.

The present Baptist church of Amity was constituted

April 24th, 1832 , by an ecclesiastical councii, which was

called for that purpose at the request of forty -three mem

bers dismissed from the Friendship church the nth of the

previous February. Anticipating the action of the council,

the members of the church had already chosen Rev. A.

Tuthill as their pastor. Harry Davis was chosen deacon

and William Van Campen clerk .

Elder Tuthill served the church half of the time for two

years . The church was afterwards without a preacher, only

as it was occasionally supplied by neighboring pastors, until

Mr. H. H. Whipple, a licentiate of the congregation , was

called to ordination in 1836 and served as pastor a portion

of the following year. Principally on account of the ina

bility of the society to provide for the adequate support of

a pastor, the pastoral relation has been fluctuating. Since

the pastorate of Rev. H. H. Whipple, the following elders

have been in charge: Rev. E. Smith , Rev. B. M. Thomas,

Rev. N. E. Chapin , Rev. O. B. Call , Rev. A. C. Newland,

Rev. W. H. Randall, Rev. C. H. James, Rev. W. F. Puring

ton , Rev. R. A. Waterbury, Rev. William Brooks, Rev.

M. M. Coleman and Rev. G. E. Weeks, the present

pastor.

The deacons of this church have been Harry Davis, Wil

liam Van Campen, Luke B. Crandall , Charles Davis, H.

Crandall and A. L. Haynes, and the clerks William Van

Campen and Jesse Sortore.

For twenty years after the organization of the society

the church labored under the inconvenience of having no

house of worship, and was dependent, in the early days, on

such accommodations as were afforded by the school-houses,

and at a later period upon the courtesy of officers of sister

churches, for a place of service . In 1852 primary steps were

taken for securing a permanent place of worship. Messrs.

Jesse Sortore , Charles Davis and Eli Davis secured an

eligible location on Washington street in the village of Bel

mont. A handsome and commodious building was erected,

and dedicated with fitting ceremonies in January, 1855 .

The edifice was damaged by lightning a few years since and

afterwards repaired .

METHODIST EPISCOPAL ,

Belmont charge was for many years a part of the Friend

ship charge. It first assumed an independent relation dur

ing the conference year of 1871 and 1872 , with F. McDonald,

D. D. , as pastor, during whose term the church, which was

originally erected in 1836 , was repaired. Rev. E. H. Rice,

now pastor of the Andover charge , was at that time pre
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siding elder of the district . Rev. Francis D. Sargent came

in October, 1872 , and remained until September, 1873. He

was followed by Rev. Thomas E. Clayton , who remained

one year. Rev. Francis D. Sargent returned in December,

1874 , and removed in September, 1875 . A month later

Rev. Edgar P. Hubbell came, and was succeeded in Septem

ber, 1877 , by Rev. R. C. Grames. The present pastor is

Rev. J. D. Monroe.

The present officers of the church are as follows : Trus .

tees, Francis Hall, Roswell Noble and Vorhies Sortore ;

stewards , George W. Horner, Roswell Noble , Hiram A.

Palmer, Francis Hall , William Simons, Vorhies Sortore,

Rufus M. Watson James Palmer and Salmon P. Bingham .

The present membership is about one hundred.

The Sunday-school is in a flourishing condition . The

pastor is the superintendent.

The church edifice is pleasantly located, facing the public

square.

ST. MARY'S (CATHOLIC) .
a

St. Mary's church was organized in 1862 , with about forty

families, by Rev. Francis Keenan . Occasional or regular

services had been held in the village for some time previous

to the date mentioned. Since 1848 the congregations at

Belmont, Scio, Belfast and Angelica have been under the

charge of one pastor . The successive pastors since that

time have been as follows :

1848, Rev. T. McEvoy ; 1849, Rev. Michael O'Brien ;

1851 , Rev. John McCabe (supply ); 1851 , Rev. Daniel

Moore ; 1852 , Rev. Joseph McKenna ; 1852 , Rev. M. Walsh

(supply) ; 1854, Rev. John Touhey : 1864, Rev. A. J. Mc

Connell ; 1869 , Rev. J. H. Leddy; 1873 , Rev. J. A. Lanna

gan (supply ; 1873 , Rev. E. M. McDermott ; Rev. G. J.

Dunbar, the present pastor, came in June, 1875 .

The church building was erected in 1862 . It is a small

but tasteful edifice, with a seating capacity of about three

hundred. The cost of ground and building was $ 1,200 .

The present value of the church property, including the

parochial residence and the barn and outbuildings , is about

$4,000.

The present membership of St. Mary's church is seventy

families, or about three hundred and fifty individuals .

ST . Philip's EPISCOPAL).

St. Philip's church was organized by association of mem

bers of the Protestant Episcopal denomination residing at

Philipsville, many of them members of St. Paul's church at

Angelica . The first meeting was held at the house of Rev.

Dr. Bush , in Philipsville, January 5th , 1853 , and a temporary

organization was effected . Charles J. Horne and Charles

Denroche were chosen wardens, and Charles S. Whitney,

Ebenezer Norton , Robert H. Tucker, Frederick Leach,

Francis N. Whitcomb, Leveret J. Bush, Washington Thur

man and Ira Tracy were chosen vestiymen . At that meet

ing the present name, St. Philip's Church at Philipsville, was

adopted .

A permanent organization was effected February 21st ,

1853 , and the following officers were elected : Wardens,

Charles J. Horne andCharles Denroche; vestrymen , Charles

S. Whitney, Randall Reed, Frederick Leach , Robert H.

Tucker, Washington Thurman, Archibald Morris, Francis

N. Whitcomb and Leveret J. Bush .

Services were held at the Methodist church in Philips .

burgh quite regularly for a number of years by Rev. Lewis

Thibou and others, and afterward for a time no regular ser

vices were held until in 1859 , when Mr. Thibou was called

as rector of the parish . Until 1861 regular services were

held at the Presbyterian church. The present church edi

fice, on Washington street , was completed during that year,

and since that time there has been no suspension of services.

Rev. Lewis Thibou continued in charge of the parish until

bis death , in 1876. By that event the church received a

blow which is still sorely felt , and sustained a loss from

which it will not recover while the name and deeds of the

dead pastor live in the memory of any of his parishioners .

Truly pious , noble hearted , generous, zealous, unassuming

and unostentatiously charitable, he was loved and revered by

all who knew liim—and those most sorely in need of Chris

tian sympathy and Christian charity knew him best. He was

ordained and settled over the church at Angelica in 1831 ,

and with the exception of a brief interim continued its pas

tor until compelled to resign on account of failing health

about twenty years ago. His health was much improved af

ter a season of rest , and impelled by his great interest in the

church just established at Philipsville, he accepted the call

of its members to be their pastor. It is said that he annu

ally gave to charitable objects more than his entire salary .

His sister became the wife of Bishop Janes, of the Metho

dist Church , and it was a remarkable coincidence that Bish

op and Mrs. Janes and Mr. and Mrs. Thibou all died dur

ing the same year. What has been said of Mr. Thibou is

but a deserved tribute to the memory of one who has minis

tered to the spiritual and temporal needs of grateful men and

women in many parts of the county, and at the request of

Christians of different denominations.

During the illness of the deceased pastor his son - in - law ,

Rev. M. Schofield , served as pastor, and afterward became

and still continues to be rector of the parish .

The original cost of the church edifice was $3,000 . The

lot on which it was erected was presented to the society by

the late Judge Philip Church . The present (1878) wardens

are Charles S. Whitney and E. E. Hyde; and the vestrymen ,

A. J. McNett , George S. Jones, Henry S. Norton , James N.

Hyde, Robert H. Tucker, Francis N. Whitcomb, E. W.

Chamberlain and George L. Tucker. Under their direction

about $ 1,000 has been expended in repairing and beautify

ing the interior .

FREE METHODIST.

The Free Methodist church of Belmont was organized

with five members, in 1860 , by Rev. J W. Reddy.

The church edifice, which was erected in 1861 , at a cost

of $700, will seat about two hundred persons . The church

property is valued at $2,000 .

The pastor of this church was addressed for additional

data , but has failed to respond .

BIOGRAPHICAL.

C. G. Anderson , M. D., was born at Newfield, Tompkins

county, April 5th , 1834. He was married September 25th ,

1860 , to Miss Alzina M. Haskins, of East Granger, and
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graduated from Geneva Medical College in 1861 . He be

gun the practice of medicine in Granger, where he remained

until December, 1869, when he located in Wellsville, where

he remained nine years , enjoying an extensive practice. In

1878 he removed to Belmont.

Forrest M. Babcock, of the firm of Bradley & Babcock ,

bankers, was born in Genesee, March 14th , 1846 , and came

to Belmont in August, 1872 , from Alfred Centre. Mr. Bab

cock was cashier of C. M. Marvin's bank from 1874 to 1876 .

John E. Baker was born in Andover, in 1848. When a

child he removed with his father, Seth Baker, to Angelica.

Since the age of eighteen he has been a farmer. He located in

Amity in 1873. As a member of the First New York Dra

goons , he served two years in the Rebellion . He married

Sarah A. Bidwell , a native of Indiana, who died in 1873 .

His present wife , formerly Sarah M. Morehouse, is a native

of Amity.

George H. BLACKMAN was born in Plymouth, N. Y. , April

23d , 1841. He was married June 22nd, 1870, to Alice Raw

son , of Belmont . Mr. Blackman has had considerable ex

perience in the public service, having held the positions of

justice of the peace, revenue officer and county clerk , and

practiced law several years at the bar of Allegany county;

but it has been in the service of his country on southern

battle fields that he has won the most lasting honors. He

enlisted as a private in Company E, 93d regiment New York

State volunteers, in September, 1861 , at the age of twenty ,

and served with the company in all of its marches and en

gagements until the fall of 1863. He re -enlisted and was

made orderly sergeant . At the battle of the Wilderness he

was wounded in five places, one ball passing through his

breast and one entering the right arm near the shoulder, sev

ering an artery and breaking the bones in many places. He

walked from the battle field to Fredricksburg, a distance of

eighteen miles , and it was eight days before he received any

surgical treatment, when his right arm was amputated. He

was sent to Washington and later returned home, and after

a furlough of forty days went back to the front and took

command of Company E of the 93d, with which he served

until the close of the war , and participated in the grand re

view .

Hiram Benjamin was born in Schoharie county , in 1819 ,

and in 1820 came to Allegany county with his father, a na .

tive of Rensselaer county. His mother was a native of

Columbia county. She was born in 1794 , and his father

four years earlier. Mr. Benjamin married Mary Burns, a

native of Angelica, who was born in 1819 .
Her father was

a native of Massachusetts and was in the Revolutionary war,

and her mother was born in Washington county.

J. H. Bissell, furniture dealer, was born in Allen, April

7th , 1848 , and came to Belmont in August, 1877 , from Wells

ville .

N. Bosworth was born in New Hudson , in 1829. His

father, Nehemiah Bosworth, settled in the county about

1824. His grandfather was a Revolutionary soldier and

pensioner. Mr. Bosworth was married in 1854 to Christiana

Sortore , a native of Amity. Their children are as follows :

Frank Egbert, born in 1857 ; Elsie Annie, born in 1864 , and

Earlie May, born in 1871. They live on one of the first

farms settled in the town .

D. H. Bradley was born in Bradford , New Hampshire

county , Conn . , in 1848. He removed to Allegany county

and located in ,Belmont in 1871 , and was engaged in the

hardware trade till the spring of 1878 , when he was elected

president of the village. He married Sarah Brown, a native

of Cortland county. His father, Stephen W. Bradley, was

from Connecticut.

John Bradt, grocer , was born in Cooperstown, Otsego

county . June 22nd , 1832 , and subsequently came to Belmont,

where he now resides.

W. P. Clark , manufacturer , was born in Brookfield , N. J. ,

March with , 1851 , and came to Belmont in 1874 from

Madison county.

P. Cole , son of Hon . A. N. Cole , was born in Hume,

October 30th, 1845 He served four years as assistant li

brarian of the State Senate , and seven years in the wheigher's

department of the New York custom -house, and came to

Belmont in January, 1877 , where he is engaged in publishing

the Genesee Valley Free Press and Farmer.

Philip W. Coyle, station agent at Belvidere, and justice of

the peace, was born in Greenwood, Steuben county, July

10th , 1850 , and came to Amity July 1st , 1871 , from Forest

ville, Chautauqua county.

Daniel Crabtree was born in Montgomery county, in 1809,

came to Friendship in 1813 and removed to Amity in

1837 . He is a farmer and carpenter and joiner. He mar

ried Betsey M. Whitcomb, a native of Easton, Washington

county, whose father and mother were natives, respectively,

of New Hampshire and Massachusetts. Mr. Crabtree's

father was born in Massachusetts in 1770 and died in 1818 .

His mother's maiden name was Polly Newman . She was

born in Montgomery county. Mr. Crabtree had six brothers

and sisters , all of whom grew to manhood and womanhood .

Mrs. John Crosby was born in Ireland . She came to

America and afterwards reti :rned to Ireland , where she was

married to John Crosby , who located in Ward afterward,

and died there in 1859. Mr. Crosby was also a native of

Ireland . Before coming to the United States he was for

four years overseer of a railroad in the West Indies. Be

fore his settlement in Allegany county he lived for a time in

New York city.

E. J. Davis was born in 1849 , on the farm in Amity where

his father settled at an early date. He married Miss Evan

geline Lanphear, a native of Ward. His father, who was

born in 1818 , is a resident of Schoharie county.

M. E. Davis was born in Amity, in 1826 . He is a son of

Malachi Davis, an early settler of Scio, who died in 1866 .

The name Malachi has been a favorite one in the family,

having been borne by Malachi Davis's father and grand

father, who came from Wales and settled in Philadelphia.

M. E. Davis has been engaged in the mercantile business

since 1845. He married for his first wife Martha W. Gay,

a native of Yates county, who died July 4th , 1871 . His

second wife , Anna E. Browning, is a native of Scio, her

parents having settled there at an early date ,

John W. Dean, oil producer and butcher, was born in

West Almond, September uth , 1840. He removed to Bel

mont March Toth , 1868 .

Mrs. J. H. Dickey was born in Friendship , in 1829. Her

husband, J. H. Dickey, was born in Washington county, in

1822 , and died in Amity, in 1861 , where he located at an

early date in what is now the village of Belmont. Mrs.

Dickey's maiden name was Beebe. Her father, Frederick

Beebe, came from Chatham , N. Y. Her mother's maiden
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name was Tirze Hancock . There were ten children in her

father's family.

Thomas Dougan was born in Canada , near Niagara Falls ,

in 1830. He removed to Belmont in 1859 , and engaged in

the business of tinner. He married Miss Maria Smith , also

a native of Canada, and they have two children , Mary Maria,

born in 1854 , and Thomas, born in 1856. Mr. Dougan's

parents were natives of Scotland . His father was a mer

chant .

Consider Ellis was born in Pennsylvania , October roth,

1820, and came to Allegany county about 1840, locating in

the town of Willing and afterward removing to Amity. He

married Margaret Fortner, a native of Willing.

Haskell Fillebrown was born in Windham county, Vt . ,

January 16th , 1832. With his father, he removed from Ver

mont to Ontario county and from there to Livingston county,

where the former died . His mother is living in Michigan .

Mr. Fillebrown came to Wellsville in 1860, and to Amity

in 1876. He is a shoemaker by trade, but has farmed .

His first wife was Addie Cowles , who died about 1866 .

His present wife was Mary Slafter, a native of Amity.

Oscar A. Fuller, attorney and counsellor at law, was born

in Alfred , January 17th , 1843. He served during the Rebel

lion in Company I , 85th regiment New York volunteers.

Mr. Fuller came to Belmont in 1868, from West Almond.

Hon . Wolcott Hatch was born in Norwich , Vt . , April

3d , 1811 . He came to Allegany county and settled at

Cuba in 1834, engaging in the practice of law and filling

the office of justice of the peace for a protracted period, as

Hon. A. N. Cole remarks in an obituary notice , " a quartera

of a century, holding evenly the scales of justice as the vil

lage squire. His neighbors, those who had known him an

ordinary lifetime, made him judge and surrogate, nor will

Allegany ever look upon a nobler and better . Long and

honorably did he serve the people, nor has left behind mem

ories other than those of duty well and nobly done.” He was

elected judge of Allegany county in 1859 , and re -elected

each subsequent term until 1871 . He was married first

at Hartford , Vt . , in 1836 , to Mary Gillette, who died

young, after a wedded life of six years, leaving a single

child , Carrie Elizabeth, still living. The second marriage

was to Maria T. Bartlett , who survives him , and resulted in

the birth of four children , two of whom survive, both young,

James Bates and Annie Maria . Judge Hatch lived a useful

and honored life and died at his residence, in Belmont, Oc

tober 6th , 1878 .

James Hess was born in Herkimer county , where his

grandfather Conrad Hess settled after the Revolution .

Mr. Hess's grapdmother on his mother's side lived to the

age of ninety - four. He was married to Harriet Cole, of

Herkimer county.

Porter K. Holden, postmaster, was born in Shirley, Mas

sachusetts, April 24th , 1833 , and came to Belmont in 1853 ,

from Fitchburg, Mass . Mr. Holden served as United States

postal clerk from 1868 to 1875 .

John Hood was born in Kennebec county , Me. , in 1808.

At the age of eight he came to Amity with his father, who

died in 1856. His mother's maiden name was Martha

Stewart . She died at the age of eighty. Mr.Hood married,

in 1870, Caroline Meikle, a native of Rhode Island , whose

parents were from Scotland . Mr. Hood's grandfather,

Moses Hood , served in the Revolutionary war.

William D. Hood was born in Philipsburgh in 1829. His

father came to Amity in 1816. William D. Hood owns the

land that his father , Moses R. Hood, took up when he came.

He has been engaged in milling for twenty -eight years. His

wife is a native of the town of Belfast, but her father came

from Vermont. Moses R. Hood died in 1852 .

George W. Horner was born in New Jersey in 1808 . His

father, Timothy Horner, was from that State and was by

trade a blacksmith ; and his mother, whose maiden name was

Rachel Wirtser, was of German descent . Mr. Horner is a

millwright . He settled in Amity in 1823 , locating on three

acres of land where he now lives . He married Harriet

Noble, a native of Washington county, whose mother is

living in Amity at the age of ninety -three.

M. E. Horner was born on the farm where his father,

George W. Horner, lives, in Amity, in 1852. He married

Floria Gorten , whose parents were early settlers in the

town .

E. E. Hyde, M. D. , was born in Friendship, in 1819. He

relinquished the practice of medicine some years ago . He

has held the office of justice of the peace in different towns

in the county, from 1854 to 1862 and from 1873 to the

present . He has also been actively and successfully en

gaged in lumbering. He married Maria Norton, a native of

Washington county.

Elizur Ingraham was born in Ontario county in 1799 , and

came to Allegany county in 1824 and located in Amity,

where he has always followed the life of a farmer. His

father, Richard Ingraham, was born in Dutchess county and

died in Naples, Ontario county . Mr. Ingraham has been

three times married : to Charlotte Stillman , Sabra Johnson

and Roddie Roberts .

I. S. Jacobs was born in Davenport, Delaware county, N.

Y. , in 1827 , where his father, Orrin Jacobs, settled in 1814

and was obliged to cut a road through the woods in advance

of his team when he moved in . Mr. Jacobs's mother's mai

den name was Nash . Miss Mary A. Loomis, a native of

Otsego county, became Mrs. I. S. Jacobs, and came with

her husband to Amity in 1852. They have had five chil

dren , as follows : Louis K.,born in 1850 ; Lois Jane , in 1854 ;

Ellen Frances , in 1856 ; Wallace I. , in 1861 and Mina A. ,

who was born in 1863 and died in 1870 .

Rev. J. S. Kelsey was born in Huntingto .., L. I. , in 1848 .

He read law in Brooklyn four years , but in 1872 began to

prepare himself for the ministry , and was licensed to preach

in April, 1874 , and ordained in 1875 . In 1876 he came to

Belmont, where he was installed pastor of the Presbyterian

church, in which relation he continues. He was married to

Elizabeth W. McClellan, of Pittsburgh.

John Leilous, jr . , was born in Rutland county, Vt . , in

1820. His father was a native of Ireland, and early emi

grated to America. Mr. Leilous married Miss Easton, of

Amity, for his first wife . She died in 1861. His second wife

was Lovinia McGibney, a native of West Almond, whose pa

rents were from Washington county . Mr. Leilous has nine

children , all of whom were born in the town of Amity and

five of whom are married .

I. S. Lewis was born in Amity, in 1842. His father came

from Tompkins county to Allegany county at an early date,

and died in 1862. His mother died a year later. Mr. Lewis

has followed blacksmithing during some portion of his life ,

and is also a mechanic . He was engaged about seven years

9
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in drilling oil wells in Pennsylvania, but was reared to the

life of a farmer. He established his present business in Bel

mont in 1875. His wife was Catharine Feathers, a native of

Scio .

Bascom P. Mapes was born in Angelica , in 1840. His

father, James Mapes, settled in Angelica in 1805. He was

a colonel of militia . Bascom P. Mapes practiced law till

1874 and has since been employed in the postal service . He

married Frances Bullard, of Herkimer county.

COLONEL A. J. McNett was born in Henderson , Jeffer

son county, February 3d , 1822. After receiving a common

school education he spent four years at Union Academy, at

Bellville, preparing to enter the junior class of Union Col

lege in 1843 , but owing to failing health he was unable to do

so . In the fall of the year mentioned he entered the law

office of the Hon . Augustus Ford , at Sackett's Harbor, as a

student, and was admitted to the bar in the fall of 1847 .

December 7th , 1847 , he was married to Miss Abby Clark ,

daughter of Hon . Calvin Clark, deceased , of Bellville , and

immediately removed to Buffalo, where , in parternership with

Hon. Hiram Benton , he began the practice of his profession ,

and where he served two termis as alderman and one term as

city attorney , and represented the and district of the city in

the Legislature in the winter of 1858. In 1859 he removed

to Belmont and became a member of the Allegany county

In September, 1861 , he raised a company and entered

the volunteer service as a captain in the 93d New York in

fantry, serving with that rank through the Peninsular cam

paign and with the Army of the Potomac till the fall of 1863 ,

when he was promoted to the lieutenant - colonelcy of the

141st infantry, serving in the ist brigade of the ist division

of the 20th army corps of the Army of the Cumberland until

the close of the war. August 12th , 1864 , he was commis

sioned as colonel. He was wounded three times during the

campaign against Atlanta , and lost his right arm as the re

sult of the last injury . He was brevetted brigadier -general

of volunteers for distinguished service in battle. July 28th ,

1866, he was appointed captain in the regular army, and

served from the fall of 1866 until March, 1869 , on the staff

of General Emery and afterwards on the staff of General

Canby, as acting judge advocate general of the department

of Washington . He was then stationed at Petersburg, Va. ,

as military commissioner of seven counties of that State, in

cluding the city of Petersburg. Subsequently he was trans

ferred to Suffolk in command of three divisions of the State

and as mayor of Suffolk . While in active service he was

brevetted major, lieutenant -colonel and colonel in the regu

lar army. In December, 1870, he was retired froni active

service with the rank of colonel in the regular army, and is

now engaged in farming at Belmont. He says he is a law

yer by profession , a soldier by inclination and a farmer from

necessity.

Parish Morehouse was born in Washington county , N. Y. ,

in 1821 , and came to Allegany county and settled in West

Almond with his parents in 1835. In 1850 he moved to

Amity. He married Lucinda Castaline, a native of the town

of Ward. Mr. Morehouse's father, Archibald Morehouse,

died in West Almond . His grandfather's name was Isaac

Morehouse. His mother's maiden name was Mary Parish .

J. B. Morse was born in Ontario county, in 1824, and

came to Amity in 1834 with his father , Timothy Morse , a

basket maker by trade, who was born in Otsego county, in

1787.. His mother was born in 1789. Mr. Morse married

in 1854 Emily Feathers, a native of Amity . She was then

twenty one years of age. They are now living in the same

house in which she was born . They have four children :

Julia , born in 1856 ; George J. , born in 1861 ; Alvin J. , born

in 1865 , and Eva M. , born in 1873 .

CALVIN B. NEWTON, dentist and photographer, was born

in Southborough, Worcester county, Mass . , June uth , 1819 .

His father's family removed to Keene, N. H. , in 1829 .

After living in that place for several years the family

went to Argyle, Penobscot county, Me. Mr. Newton

came to Allegany county in July, 1850 , locating at Knapp's

Creek , where he remained until June 21st, 1851 , at which

date he came to Belmont.

R. Noble was born in Amity, in 1826 . He is now living

in the house his father built . His father came to Allegany

county as early as 1824, and died in 1868. His mother still

lives, at the age of ninety -three. Mr. Noble was married to

Catharine Whaley, of Geneva, Ill .

R. Noble was born in Whitehall , N. Y. , in 1820, and came

to Allegany county with his father at the age of four. His

father died at the age of eighty - five. His mother is living, at

the age of ninety - three. Mr. Noble married Emily Sortore ,

a native of Allegany county .

BENJAMIN NORTON, M. D. , was born in Easton , Washing

ton county, N. Y. , in 1819 , and came to Allegany

county in 1831 , with his father, Benjamin Norton , sen . , and

located in Philipsburgh. Dr. Norton studied with Dr. Wil

lard , of Friendship, and afterwards with a cousin , Dr.

William Norton , of Fort Edward, N. Y. He graduated in

1846, and has since been in practice in Belmont . Dr. Nor

ton's mother was born in Martha's Vineyard , Mass. Her

maiden name was Sarah Barlow. She died in 1841 , at the

age of fifty -nine. Benjamin Norton , sen . , was prominent

in the early history of Belmont, and is mentioned in that con

nection .

H. S. Norton was born in Washington county, N. Y. , in

1815 , and accompanied his father, Ebenezer Norton , to

Amity. Mr. Norton married Mary Parker, a native of

Clarendon , Vt . , when he was twenty- five. Like his father

he is a farmer. Ebenezer Norton served as justice of the

peace of the town of Amity . He had eleven children , all

of whorn grew to manhood and womanhood .

J. B. Norton was born in Easton , Washington county, in

18u . He came to Allegany county in 1832 and has since

been a farmer. He married Miss Sarah Davis, a native of

Amity.

Francis Norton came to Belmont , Allegany county, from

Washington county , N. Y. , in the autumn of 1831. His son ,

JOSEPH S. NORTON, the subject of this sketch , was born at

Belmont , April 6th , 1837 . He has been a druggist since

1859. Since Belmont was incorporated he has often been con

nected with the village government . He was during five

years chairman of the Republican County Committee. He

lias during many years been general agent for the publish

ing house of A. S. Barnes & Co.

J. W. Norton was born in Amity in 1833 . He learned

the trade of paper hanger, but has always been a school

teacher. His father, Francis Norton , who settled in Amity

in 1831 , was a farmer and lumberman . Mr. Norton was

married to Caroline A. Hoffman, a native of Schoharie

county.

.
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Alvan E. Parker was born November 26th , 1800 , in Ches

ter, Windsor county, Vt . , and come to Amity in May, 1830,

from Rutland , Vt . He was the first merchant in Belmont ,

and is mentioned in the history of that village, where he

served sixteen years as justice of the peace and over twenty

years as postmaster. His business life has been long and

active, and he has now retired .

Stephen Pollard , jr. , was born in Maine, in 1815 , and

came to Amity in 1850. His father, Stephen , sen . , died in

Maine. Mr. Pollard married Miss Lucy B. Pollard, who died

July 12th , 1856. He was again married , to Mrs. Sarah Ann

Huntley. Her maiden name was Anderson . She was born

in New York city, in 1826. Upon the death of her mother

she was adopted by Mrs. Catharine Bond. In 1838 she

came to the county with the family of Captain Thompson,

with whom she lived some time afterward .

Alvin E. Rogers, a native of Amity, was born in 1846 .

He married Mary Crowner, a native of Wellsville . His

parents are not living . His father, Ethan Rogers, came to

the town at an early date .

C. D. Rogers , a son of Stephen Rogers, was born in

Amity, in 1839. He was married to Clara Hurd, a native

of Wirt. Her father was an early setter of that town .

J. L. Rogers was born in Burlington , Otsego county,

N.Y. , and came to Allegany county with his father when he

was two years old . His father was one of the earliest set

tlers in the town . Mr. Rogers married Miss C. Kenny, a

native of Naples, Ontario county . His father is living, at

the age of ninety - four, but his mother died when he was

thirteen .

ADAM SHults, deceased , was born in Montgomery county,

N. Y. , in 1826. His father, a native of the same county,

died there when Adam was seven years of age . He was

educated for the law , but never practiced , having spent his

life in school teaching. Adam worked on a farm until he

was eighteen, and for twenty years afterward he followed

the trade of carpenter. He then went into the hotel business,

continuing till the spring of 1872 , when he engaged in the

drug trade, in which he continued till his death , in the

autumn of 1878. His first wife was Nancy Walter, of

Montgomery county . She died in 1870 , and he married

Eliza M. Vonck, of Montgomery county. His grandfather,

Henry Shults , was in the war of 1812 , and was nearly one

hundred years old when he died .

COLONEL RUFUS SCOTT, whose military career is referred

to elsewhere , was born at Friendship, October 8th , 1838 .

His grandfather, of the same name, was an early settler of

that town , and remained a leading citizen until his death .

His father was a farmer of moderate means ; always a resi

dent of the county. Colonel Scott's education was chiefly

acquired in the district school , which he attended winters

and such portions of the summers as he could be spared

from farm labor. He was a great reader and a diligent

student at home in his spare moments. A few terms at the

Friendship Academy and a brief term at the Alfred Uni

versity comprised his additional educational advantages .

At sixteen he began to teach school, and with such success

that he was employed in the same place three successive

winters. While in attendance at the academy he was one

of the teachers in that institution. At the organization of the

Republican party he espoused its principles and advocated

the election of Fremont in 1856. In 1860 he “ stumped ” the

county in the interest of Abraham Lincoln , for whom his

first presidential vote was cast , and soon after began the

study of the law . At the outbreak of the Rebellion he

joined the Union forces and was in almost constant service

until July, 1865 , when he returned with his regiment and

resumed the study of the law . January 1oth , 1866 , he was

appointed captain in the regular cavalry by the President ,

but declined the position . In May, 1866 , he was admitted

to the bar and entered upon the practice of his profession

at Belmont,where he has since continued it. He was elect

ed district attorney in 1868 and re -elected for a second

term . He declined a second re -nomination. He has been

actively engaged in all political campaigns as a speaker in

New York and elsewhere.

C. Silsby was born in Seneca Falls , N. Y. , in 1842 . He

is engaged in the manufacture of butter packages, at Bel

mont.

William Simons, a son of Williston Simons, who was born

in Tompkins county, in 1812 , and came to Allegany county

in 1842 , is a native of Amity. His mother's maiden name

was Jane Seeley. He was married to Mary Bosenbark , a

native of Ward , in 1868.

F. N. SMITH, M. D. , was born in Amity, in 1829. His

father, Arlin Smith , came from Rutland county , Vt. , and

settled in Amity in 1819 , and followed the milling business.

Dr. Smith studied with Professor John F. Sanford, of

Keokuk , Iowa , and graduated in 1856 from the Medical

University of that State . He subsequently served as surgeon

in - chief of the 148th Illinois infantry for one year, and as

physician to the Iowa Penitentiary three years . He prac

ticed in Illinois for a time, and since 1873 he has been lo

cated at Belmont. He married Lucie W. Peck , from Lowell ,

Mass.

W. E. Smith was born in Wellsville, where his parents

still reside. They came to the county in 1831 , where they

have lived since with the exception of a short time spent in

Michigan. Mr. Smith was appointed deputy county clerk in

January, 1878 . He married Miss Grames, of Steuben

county.

W. H. Somers was born in Vermont, in 1855. He re

moved to Indiana with his father, William F. Somers, and

located in the town of Hume, Allegany county, in 1875 .

June ist , 1878 , he removed to Belmont and established him

self in the hardware business.

George Sortore was born in Amity, in 1837. He served

three years in the Rebellion , in the 130th N. Y. cavalry.

He was married to Miss Jane M. Jadwin .

JESSE SORTORE, grocer, was born in Ovid, Seneca county,

August 30th , 1814 , and came with his parents the following

year to Belmont. Mr. Sortore has filled the several offices

of town collector , assessor and postinaster.

M. W. Sortore was born in Belmont, June 25th, 1843. He

was married October 17th , 1866 , to Alice, daughter of Fran

cis Norton , of Amity . He is now engaged in the grocery

trade .

Thomas W. Sortore is a native of Amity , and his wife was

Miss Phylania Davis, a daughter of Nathan Davis , an early

settler . They have three children , Carrie D. , Amy M. and

Bradford . Mr. Sortore served in the 141st N. Y. volun

teers two years during the Rebellion . William Sortore,

father of Thomas Sortore , was born in 1800 and died in

1863. There were fourteen children in the family.
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Vorhies Sortore was born in Amity, in 1838. His father,

William Sortore , a native of New Jersey , was born in 1800 .

He removed to Seneca Falls, and from there to Amity,

where he took up land and lived many years . He was for a

long time in the employ of Judge Philip Church. V. Sortore's

mother was born in Vermont, in 1804. There were four

teen children , nine of whom are living. Mr. Sortore mar

ried Theresa Gordon , whose parents settled in Amity at an

early date.

George Spaulding was born in Whitehall, N. Y., in 1830,

and at the age of four accompanied his father's family to

Amity. James Spaulding, his father, died in 1872. G. Spaul

ding's mother's maiden name was Amanda Miller. He

married Eliza Smith , a native of Scipio, N. Y.

E. C. Thibou was born in New Jersey , in 1833. His par

ents came to Allegany county when he was a child . His

father was by trade a blacksmith and is living, at the age of

eighty -one , and his mother at the age of eighty- four, on the

same farm with their son .

IRA TRACY was born in Pennsylvania in 1795. Solomon

Tracy, his father, a native of Connecticut, was among the

early settlers of Angelica . He died in Ontario county, at

the age of seventy-nine. Ira Tracy has followed farming a

portion of the time. For twenty years he was engaged

in hotel-keeping. At the age of twenty-one he was chosen

constable and collector, and has served as deputy sheriff.

He married Miss Holcomb, daughter of Seth Holcomb , one

of the early settlers of Ontario county. Soon afterward he

removed to Cuba, where he was the first postmaster, first

town clerk making the records, and one of the first over

seers of the poor. He was assessor and commissioner of

high ways. Attaching himself to the militia, he was first

lieutenant and adjutant of the battalion , and was subse

quently promoted to major. He came to Amity in 1839 .

Hon. HAMILTON WARD was born in Salisbury, Herki

mer county, July 3d , 1829 . He entered the law office of A.

& W. P. Konkle, of Elmira, as a student in 1849 , and in

July , 1851 , was admitted to the bar at Cooperstown, N. Y.

In the following September he removed to Belmont. He

was chosen district attorney of Allegany county in 1856 and

re- elected in 1862. In 1864 he was elected to Congress, and

re-elected in 1866 and 1868 , serving six years without inter

mission , and acting during that period as a member of the

Committee on Claims, of the Committee on Reconstruction

and of the committee appointed to impeach President John

son . Since 1871 he has been entirely engaged in the prac

tice of his profession , and is justly regarded as one of the

most successful lawyers in the State of New York .

Robert H. Tucker was born in New York city in 1817 .

His father, Richard I. Tucker, of the firm of Tucker &

Laurie , was a merchant there many years ago. R. H.

Tucker came to Amiiy in 1836 , purchased land and built a

house in which he has since lived.

F. Vanderhoof was born in Cattaraugus county, in 1829 ,

and came to Amity in 1854 and established his grocery in

Belmont. His father, Elijah Vanderhoof, died at the age of

seventy -two. His mother is about seventy years old . Mr.

Vanderhoof married Laura A. Cook, of Monroe county , N.Y.

J. N. Waters was born in Easton , Washington county ,

N. Y. , in 1814. He came to Amity at an early date and has

always been a farmer.

R. M. Watson was born in Friendship, July 6th , 1835 .

His father, Samuel S. Watson, moved to Angelica when R.

M. Watson was four years old, and afterwards went to

Hardsville, and from there to Eagle Village, Wyoming

county , and removed from the latter place to Belmont in

1852. He died three years later. Mr. Ilatson is a member

of the A. O. L. l . He married Miss Gardner, a native of

Madison county, N. Y.

William S. Webster was born in Onondaga county . He

came to Allegany county in 1837 , with his father, Abel Web

ster, who died in Allen at the age of sixty -eight. His grand

father, whose name was also Abel , was the first man married

in the town of Fabius, Onondaga county . Captain Joseph

Smith , a Revolutionary soldier, was his great grandfather,

on his mother's side . In 1862 Mr. Webster was appointed

deputy county clerk, in which capacity he has since

served. He married Elizabeth Williams, a native of

Amity.

Hiram B. Whitcomb was born in Amity, in 1834, two

years after the settlement of his father, Jeremiah Whitcomb,

a native of Whitehall, N. Y. His mother was a Norton

and came from Washington county. He married Celestia ,

daughter of William Knight, of Scio , who was born on her

grandfather's old homestead. Mr. Whitcomb has alway's

followed the occupation of farmer and lumberman.

Russell A. Whitcomb was born in Amity, in 1815 , in the

house in which he now lives. His father came to the county

about 1832 and died in 1873. He was born in Whitehall

N. Y. Russell A. Whitcomb married Ann E. Cornwell, of

West Almond, in 1869. Mrs. Whitcomb's father, Caleb

Cornwell, died when she was four years old . Her mother

lives in Iowa.

CHARLES S. Whitney , banker and oil producer, a native

of Gallipolis, O. , was born February 12th , 1824 , and came

to Belmont April 21st , 1851 , from Toledo, O. His

business interests are chiefly in Bradford , Pa. During

the administration of Abraham Lincoln, Mr. Whitney served

as postmaster.

S. Hale Whitcomb, farmer and real estate agent , was born

in Granville, Washington county , N. Y. , April 15th, 1826 .

He came to Belmont in 1833 , from Whitehall, Washington

county .

Virgil A. Willard, attorney - at- law , was born in Cuba, Oc

tober 20th , 1838 , and came to Belmont in 1851 , from Berk

shire, Mass. He has identified himself with many of the

leading interests of the place and has served as postmaster,

justice of the peace and supervisor. He is now engaged in

the practice of his profession.

James S. Wilcox was born in Cayuga county in 1817 , and

came to Allegany county with his father and located at

Riverside in 1833. About 1853 he married Emily Mid

daugh, who came to the county with her parents when a year

old .

Charles H. Williams was born in Ovid , Seneca county, in

1828 , and was married July ist , 1849 , to Eliza A. Leonard,

of Friendship. Mr. Williams's post-office address is Bel

videre , where he is engaged in the manufacture of carriages.

Cyrus A. Windus was born in England in 1833 , and came

to America at the age of eighteen , locating in New York

city. In 1862 he went south and remained there a year and

He afterward lived in Iowa two and one -half years.

He was married to Laura Noble, of Amity. His father was

by trade a shoemaker, which occupation he followed for

sixty years. He settled at Scio .

J. 11. Windus was born in England in 1823 , and came to

Scio in 1851 , and from there to Amity in 1863. He was

married to Ruth Ann Sortore, a native of Amity .

a half.

I



THE TOWN OF ANDOVER.

NDOVER was formed from Independence, Jan

uary 28th, 1824. Before the close of the year

its area was reduced by the annexation of a

part of its territory to the parent town , and a

part of Wellsville was added to Andover Novem

ber 22nd, 1855

The first settlement in the town was made in 1796,

at Elm Valley, by Stephen Cole, from Tioga county, Pa . Mr.

Cole was a resident upon the farm where he located during the

remainder of his life . Daniel Cole, his son , who was born

February 18th , 1797 , was the first white child born in Alle

gany county. He died on the farm where he was born , at

the age of seventy-three.

Almost contemporaneous with the settlement of Cole was

that of James Dyke, from Tioga Point , who located near

Cole at so early a date that there is some doubt expressed

as to which came into the town first. Soon afterward

Benjamin Brookins and John T. Hyde settled near Cole and

Dyke. They were from Vermont . A few years later Hyde

removed to Amity, in the history of which town he received

due notice .

A few other families made their advent into the neighbor

hood during the next few years . Among the names of these

are remembered those of Henderson, Converse and Holliday .

Thaddeus Baker, sen . , from Poultney, Vt . , arrived in An

dover June 20th , 1807 , accompanied by his wife and six

children , and bought four hundred acres of land , his tract

including a portion of the site of the present village of An

dover. He had previously been employed as a surveyor by

the Pulteney heirs, and while acting in that capacity selected

the land on which he afterwards settled . He became prom

inent in the affairs of the town , and died in 1845 .

Alpheus Baker, a brother of Thaddeus Baker, settled on a

tract of two hundred acres adjoining that of his brother on

the south , on the uth of the following July . He subse

quently sold out, and in 1817 removed to Washington

county, 0 . Seth Baker was an early settler two miles

west of the village . Joseph Baker, accompanied by his wife

and seven children , came October 15th , 1810 , and Joseph

Woodruff, with his wife and three children , arrived the

same day.

Reuben Castle, with his family , consisting of his wife, was

a settler January 25th , 1812 . Their daughter was the wife

of Thaddeus Baker, sen. Edwin Brown , who was born in

Onondaga county in 1808 , has been a resident of Andover

since 1818 , in which year he settled with relatives on lot

number 108. In 1872 he removed to the village , but still

owns part of the old homestead .

In 1819 Robert R. Boyd, a native of Orange county ,

moved in from Ontario county and located on lot number

40, on the farm now owned by his son , Robert O. Boyd . It

was necessary to cut a road from Elm Valley to the locality

above mentioned . Mr. Boyd lived in the woods, under the

shelter of blankets, till he could build a log house. He died

in 1855

Hazard P. Clarke, from Brookfield, Madison county, came

in 1820 and located on lot number 96, where he remained till

1842 , when he removed to the village . He followed black

smithing several years. At the time he came the nearest

store was at Hornellsville, and there was only one there.

Erastus Eaton , from Otsego county, was a settler in 1821 .

There were several settlers in 1823 , during which year

John S. Baker moved in from Genoa, Cayuga county, and

took up his farm in the northeast part of the town . In

February John Swink, from Northumberland county, Pa. ,

located in the eastern part . James Adams, born in New

Hampshire, April 5th , 1789, located July 11th, 1823, on the

farm on which he is yet living, Le Roy C. Davis, from

Madison county, settled in the town in 1823 or 1824. At

that time Levi Pingrey lived on the farm now owned by

Michael Hand. Saunders Pingrey lived just below, on the

present D. S. Bradley farm , and Solomon Pingrey was also

a resident of the vicinity. Mr. Davis died in 1866.

In 1825 Stephen S. Clarke, who was born in Madison

county in 181 , came with his father, Samuel B. Clarke, and

his brother Jeremiah Clarke , and located in Andover. The

same year Moses Kemp, who came to Andover in 1828,

settled in the adjoining town of Alfred . He was one of the

earliest school - teachers in the section and pursued the avo

cation until late in life . In the early days he taught for

$ 10 to $ 12 per month , and boarded himself. He returned

to Alfred about 1833 and died in 1866 .

Jason Hunt, a native of Franklin county, Mass . , came

to Tonipkins county in 1824, and moved out from there

to Andover in 1826 . He worked at blacksmithing until

1833 , and has since been known as an active business man,

prominent in town affairs.

A settler in 1829 was Abel Deming, from Cortland county.

J. M. Goodwin, a harness maker, came from Lansing, Tomp

kins county, the next year. In 1831 Shadroch Austin , a

former resident of Stamford , Conn . , located on the farm

now owned by his son , S. M. Austin . He died March 3d,

1837 .

From this time onward the settlement of the town was

more rapid . Space permits the mention of only a few of

those who subsequently found a home in Andover. Among

those who came previous to 1840 were N. R. Crandall and

Paul Perkins . Crandall came in 1836. He was born in

Madison county in 1811 , and had settled in Independence

ten years before. Perkins , a native of Rensselaer county,

moved in during 1838 and died December 24th , 1875 .

a
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M. L. Comstock, who was born in Mayville , Chautauqua

county, in 1811 , came from Andover in 1841. The same

year George Rosebush, a Canadian by birth , moved in from

Livingston county with his father and settled on the farm

now owned by Oliver Rosebush . In 1842 David Magner,

of Irish nativity, located in the west part of the town . Dr.

John J. Harmoni , who was born in Almond , in 1817 , came to

Andover in 1844.

In 1848 S. B. Adams, a son of Simon Adams, an early set

tler of Wellsville, came into Andover and settled on the west

part of his present farm . Daniel S. Remington moved in

from Independence and located on lot number 96. His son ,

Delos Remington , came with him . John Beebe, who was

born in Columbus, Chenango county, located on his present

farm in March of the same year.

From 1850 down to the present date the population of

the town has been constantly increasing. Only a few of the

more prominent settlers' after that time will be noticed . Of

this class were Theodore Livermore and C. M. Wood , both

sons of early settlers in Independence, who located in An

dover in 1854, the former on lot number 47 and the latter on

lot number 26. In 1858 John Cochrane, a native of Ireland ,

settled on lot number 6 , in the west part of the town ; and

John E. Burch , who was born in Dutchess county, in 1818 ,

and who had previously lived in Rensselaer and Livingston

counties, became a resident of Andover.

“ At a town meeting held at the house of Luther Strong,

the second day of March, A. D. 1824 , it being the first town

meeting in the town of Andover, anda ppointed by the Leg

islature of the State (the town having been erected into a

separate town by itself the present session of the Legislature,

by the name of Andover) , the following persons were elected

town officers for the ensuing year :"

Supervisor, Thaddeus Baker ; town clerk , Amherst Kings

bury ; assessors, Caleb Kingsbury, Hazard P. Clark and

Luther Strong ; highway commissioners, Joel Norton , Icha

bod Babcock and Horace Mallory ; overseers of the poor,

Joseph Clark and Caleb Kingsbury; school commissioners,

Luther Strong, Barnabas Reed and Asa S. Allen ; inspect

ors of election , Asa S. Allen , John S. Baker and Barnabas

Reed ; collector, Roswell Adams ; constables, Roswell Ad

ams and Jacob Clark.

It was voted to raise the sum of one hundred and fifty

dollars " to be worked out on the public highways."

It was voted to raise the sum of five dollars with which to

purchase blank books in which to keep the records of the

town .

The following by-laws were voted by the inhabitants :

ist .—All hogs and horned cattle shall be free com

moners.

“ 2nd - Overseers of the highways shall also be fence

viewers .

" 3d .—A fence four and one-half feet high shall be a

legal fence ."

It was also voted that the next town meeting should be

held at the house of Thaddeus Baker, Esq .

The first “ ear-mark " recorded was that of William Pix

ley— “ a swallow- fork in each ear ” —March 20th, 1824 .

During the year thirty -six persons recorded " ear-marks,"

all of which were variously described .

EARLY BUSINESS ENTERPRISES.

66

THE TOWN “ CIVIL LIST."

The first mill of any kind in Andover was a saw - mill ,

built by Luther Strong in 1817 . It stood three- quarters of

a mile southeast of Andover village, on the Greenwood road .

In 1819 Mr. Strong erected a grist - mill, which is said to have

been turned by the wheel of the saw-mill . In 1824 or 1825

he established a distillery in connection with his grist - mill .

He did a somewhat extensive business most of the time for

about a dozen years , and finally removed to Coudersport,

Pa . , taking along the machinery of the two mills.

A saw-mill is remembered standing in 1827 on the East

Valley road, just east of the village, which was built a few

years previous to that date.

About 1830 Curtis Baker built and operated an ashery

two miles west of the village .

In 1831 or 1832 Seth Baker built the saw -mill now owned

by R. L. Cobb . It was afterwards owned by Gordon &

Boyd , and later by Peter Bundy, by whom it was rebuilt.

Mr. Bundy sold the property to H. Leet , by whom its owner .

ship was transferred to the present proprietor.

James Cole built a saw-mill on Elm Valley creek some

time between 1830 and 1835 , and John Boyd erected another,

now owned by Jonathan Lanphear, on the Greenwood road ,

about 1835 or 1836. A few years later Elijah Hunt built

the saw- mill on the farm owned by S. Kemp. About the

same time William Lyman and Ira Deming built another on

the farm now owned by J. Gallagher.

Before the completion of the Erie Railway lumber was

hauled to Hornellsville, where it was made into rafts and

floated down the Canisteo , Chemung and Susquehanna

rivers to the southern markets.

The supervisors of the town of Andover from 1824 to

1878, inclusive, have been as follows :

1824-27 , Thadeus Baker ; 1828 , 1829 , Asa S. Allen ; 1830

34 , Sidney Frisby ; 1835 , 1836 , 1839 , 1841-45 , 1860-64, Hiram

W. Boyd ; 1837 , 1838, 1840, Jason Hunt; 1846-48 , 1850-52 ,

1854-56 , 1858, 1859 , Joseph Krusen ; 1849, 1853 , Elijah

Hunt, jr.; 1857 , George W. Esterbrook ; 1865-68, 1876, 1877 ,

John J. Harmon ; 1869,1870 , Albro Bundy; 1871-73 , 1878,

S. McGee; 1874, 1875 , Menzo Bundy.

From 1824 to 1878 , inclusive, the following named persons

have served the town in the capacity of town clerk : 1824 ,

Amherst Kingsbury; 1825 , 1826 , A. S. Allen ; 1827 , 1828 ,

Sidney Frisby ; 1829 , 1830, 1834, 1835 , 1839 , 1840, Thaddeus

Baker, jr . ; 1831 , Sheldon Brewster; 1832 , 1833 , John Wil .

liams; 1836 , Jason Hunt; 1837 , Hiram W. Boyd ; 1838, Silas

Knight ; 1841 , 1849, 1850 , Ebenezer Hunt ; 1842 , 1845 ,

Periam Burrows; 1843 , Elmedarus Pool (appointed) ; 1844 ,

David J. Hale ; 1846 , Morris S. Brundage; 1847 , H. S. Jones ;

1848, Elijah Hunt, jr. ; 1851 , 1852 , Samuel S. Wheaton ;

1853-55 , 1873 , Alonzo Porter ; 1856 , Elbert A. Ostorn ;

1857 , Menzo Bundy; 1858, 1859, Jason A. Hunt: 1860-63 ,

1866 , D. S. Bradley ; 1864, Fernando S. Maxson ; 1865 , H.

P. Benton ; 1867 , William H. Burrows ; 1868-72 , John C.

Dyer ; 1874, Henry H. Cobb ; 1875 , Lyman D. Cobb ; 1876 ,

Edward M. Stillman ; 1877 , S. D. Cobb ; 1878 , Edwin M.

Stillman (appointed) .

THE FIRST Town MEETING .

On page 3 of the first record book of the town of Andover

is the following entry :
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commissioners were Clark Crandall and Benjamin Van

Campen .

At the organization of the town it was divided into seven

school districts.

The official list for 1879 was as follows : Supervisor, Ly

man D. Cobb ; town clerk, Delancy K. Porter; justice, Ste

phen Clark ; assessor, Menzo Bundy; commissioner of high

ways, Walter Lanphear; collector, Samuel Bullard ; overseer

of the poor, Leroy C. Davis; inspectors of election -- Hiram

P. Benton, Thomas N. Boyd ; constables - Samuel Bullard,

Milan June, David Hunt, Frank Potter, Eldon Chase ; game

constable, Amos Seward .

RESOURCES OF THE TOWN - STATISTICS.

THE FIRST OF THEIR KIND.

Those events in the history of any locality which are the

first of their kind are always interesting long after those who

were prominent in connection with them have passed away.

Attention is directed to the following early events in Ando

ver.

In his " Allegany County Directory" Childs says : “ Isaac

Dyke and Pamelia Gilson contracted the first marriage, in

1802.” A well -known local authority states that the first

marriage in Andover of which there is any record was that

of Seth Baker to Azuba Cole, daughter of Stephen Cole,

September 4th , 1809 .

The first religious services were held at the house of Mr.

Dyke, by Rev. Silas Hubbard, in 1808. The organization,

of the first church the Congregational), in 1824, is men

tioned elsewhere.

The first militia officers in the town were Sergeant Joseph

Baker and Corporal Joseph Woodruff, appointed on the first

Monday in June, 1811 .

The first framed house was built at Elm Valley by Ste

phen Cole, in 1818. Luther Strong built the first framed

barn .

The first school was taught by Lois Strong, in her father's

house about 1819. The first school-house was a log one,

erected on what is now Main street in Andover village, about

1822 or 1823

Luther Strong kept the first hotel, which he is said to have

opened as early as 1820.

Asa S. Allen kept the first store in the village , in 1823 .

His stock - in - trade is said to have been made up of a great

diversity of articles .

The first surveying of land in Andover was done by Thad

deus Baker. The boundary line between Andover and Inde

pendence was run by Asa S. Allen , August 2nd, 1824.

Allen and Samuel Livermore, of the latter town, did most of

the surveying in this part of the county for several years.

OTHER EARLY EVENTS.

The surface of Andover is hilly and uneven and some

parts of it are still covered with a growth of pine. The

manufacture of pine lumber was for many years the leading

pursuit of the citizens; but in consequence of the depres

sion under which this branch of trade has struggled during

the last decade , it has vastly diminished here as elsewhere.

Dyke's creek and Elm creek are the principal streams; they

furnished the water power by which the niills were operated

and supplied a highway out of the town by which the

lumber was taken to market previous to the construction of

the railroad .

The soil of the town is a heavy loam with a substratum of

hardpan, and is best adapted to grazing. The principal

branch of agriculture is dairying. The following figures ,

showing the extent of this interest, are extracted from the

report of the census of 1875 : Average number of milch

cows kept in 1874 , 1,415 ; in 1875 , 1,561 ; number of cows

whose milk was sent to the factory in 1874 , 711 ; in 1875 ,

802 ; butter made in families in 1874, 74,667 pounds; milk

sold in market, 4,250 gallons.

According to the report of the board of supervisors of

Allegany county for 1878 , the area of Andover is 23,756

acres ; the assessed value of real estate was $598,002 ; the

value of personal property was $21,200 ; the amount of

courty tax was $ 2,043.18 ; State tax , $ 1,526 ; town tax ,

$626.84 .

The population of the town in 1830 was 598 ; 1840 , 848 ;

1850 , 1,476 ; 1860 , 1,724 ; 1865 , 1,812 ; 1870 , 1873 ; 1875 ,

1,983

BURYING GROUNDS OF THE TOWN AND VILLAGE.

The pioneer experiences of the settlers were similar to

those of settlers in other portions of the county. It is not

stated that they encountered any special hardships or en

joyed any special advantages. Whatever the locality fur

nished they had for the taking ; what they did not find they

were obliged to produce or do without. The first settlers in

Andover came in by way of the McHenry valley from Al

mond, and crossed the hills to Elm Valley. Alpheus Baker,

assisted by his sons and Joseph Woodruff, cut out a passage

through the woods, where the road now is, from Andover to

Alfred in 1810 . A bridge which they built across the

stream at the latter place at that time or soon after was

known as “ Baker's Bridge," and gave its name to the village

so called at the present time. The road above mentioned

was located as a public highway a few years later . The

The oldest burying ground in Andover is at Elm Valley,

where is buried the first white person who died in the town.

The oldest graves are those of Zeniah Dyke, who died Jan

uary 21st , 1798, aged ten months and five days; Lydia

Dyke, who died August 2nd, 1801 , aged two years, five

months and two days, and Lectley Dyke, who died March

6th , 1803 , aged six months and six days. All were daugh

ters of James and Phebe Dyke. The remains of Daniel

Cole, the first white child born in the town, also lie here.

The headstones are of the common flat variety , of stone

common to the locality. The inscriptions are somewhat

dim , but are legible and bear evidences of having been

carved by one not skilled in the art of letter sculpture.

The first burials in the village were on the lot in the

village where John Goodwin now lives . It is stated by.

Seth Baker that the earliest burials there were those of two

or three children of Alpheus Baker. a child of Joseph

Woodruff, a child of Luther Strong and a child of Benjamin

Brookins, between 1809 and 1817. About 1825 or 1826 a

man named Lyons and a Mrs. Lovell were buried there .

All of the graves mentioned have been obliterated and are

now indiscernable. There are two or three private ceme

teries about the village.

The Lever Cemetery is situated on a rise of ground north

of the village. It is small and nearly filled , containing the
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the village a few years ago, and there were about the same

time three hotels open .

ANDOVER DRIVING PARK ASSOCIATION .

graves of several families. The first person buried there was

Seth Baker, an early settler, who died about 1822 . He did

not like the burying ground at Elm Valley, and selected a

spot within the grounds mentioned , and requested that he

should be buried there . The oldest date to be found on any

of the tombstones is on that erected to the memory of “ Per

sis, wife of Parley Hunt - died May 27th , 1835." There is

another stone that has become so defaced that the inscrip

tion is illegible . At the grave of Seth Baker there is no

stone. There were probably several interments previcus to

the date mentioned above .

The Bundy Cemetery is located about a mile west of the

village , on the road to Wellsville. It was set aside as a pri

vate burying ground by Peter Bundy, about 1845. The lots

are now owned by the Bundys, Boyds, Robinsons and Mar

tindales. Mrs. Jefferson Bundy, who died October 31st ,

1848, was the first person buried there.

At different times the subject of the purchase of suitable

grounds and the laying out of a public cemetery in the vil

lage has been agitated . Heretofore the Catholic cemetery

has been the only public burial place there.

Nathan White, Anthony Dean and Patrick Padden were

appointed to purchase a spot for a cemetery , and purchased

two acres of land of Albro and Menzo Bundy, which was laid

out as a Catholic cemetery . This, according to Patrick

Padden's memory, was in 1862 .

The cemetery was consecrated in October, 1876 .

This cemetery is located about one -half mile east of the

village, on the Greenwood road .

The Andover Driving Park Association was organized in

1875 , with L. D. Cobb as president and treasurer, and H.
P. Benton as secretary.

The names of the original stock holders are as follows:

Stillman Davis, W. W. Crandall, I. J. Hill , Franklin Lee,

R. L. Cobb , L. D. Cobb, R. M. Bundy, H. P. Benton,

Samuel Ford and William Hunt.

The park is located about half a mile west of the village,

on the road to Wellsville, on land owned by Stillman

Davis.

In the winter of 1878-79 the stock and grounds were

purchased of the association by Stillman Davis, who is now

the sole owner.

THE TANNERY INTEREST .

Richardson's tannery was built by Amos and Rufus Pres :

ton . For a number of years it was owned and operated by

William Richardson, of Hornellsville. In the winter of

1878-79 E. Shant, of Hornellsville, bought a half interest in

the property. The business carried on by this establishment

has been so extensive as to employ twenty -eight or thirty

men . Mr. H. McConnell has long been prominently identi

fied with the business.

THE ANDOVER CHEESE FACTORY,

ELM VALLEY.

By this name is known a small hamlet on Dyke's creek

and the railway near the western boundary of the town, con

taining about half a dozen dwellings and a few shops.
a

The Andover cheese factory was built by A. D. Brown in

1867 , and has since been owned by Shant & Brown , Shant,

Brown & Robinson , Robinson & Canfield , George E. Brown

and Clark & Snyder. The last named firm purchased the

factory of George E. Brown early in 1879. This manufac

tory was erected at a cost of about $6,000 , and has done an

extensive business. During the season of 1878 2,347,761

pounds of milk were received and 232,919 pounds of cheese

manufactured.

THE VILLAGE OF ANDOVER .

THE UNION GRADED SCHOOL .

This village is located on Dyke's creek and the N. Y. , L.

E. & W. Railway, near the center of the town. It is laid out

with much regularity , the streets intersecting each other at

right angles.

Settlement was begun at this place in 1807 , by Alpheus

Baker, whose purchase of land is mentioned in the history

of the town . The first school-house in the town, a log struc

ture, was erected here in 1822 or 1823. At that time there

were within the present village limits only one frame and

three log houses. The frame house was erected by Asa S.

Allen , the pioneer merchant. The growth of the settlement

was slow for many years . It received its first impetus when

the Erie Railway was begun, and is described as having con

tained in 1842 one hundred and fifty inhabitants, one

Presbyterian and one Baptist church , two taverns and two

stores." Its chief business interests previous to that time

were dependent upon the manufacture of lumber, in the mills

near by on Dyke's creek .

The village now contains several churches, the histories

of which will be found further on ; a goodly number of stores

of the various kinds common to country towns ; a grist-mill,

a tannery , a foundry, a cheese factory, a woolen -mill, and

the usual variety of mechanics' shops. The population is

about eight hundred and fifty.

A newspaper, the Andover Advertiser, was published in

The Union Graded School of Andover was organized in

1869 .

D. S. Bradley was president of the first board of educa

tion . F. J. Baker was secretary. The other members of

the board were W. W. Crandall , B. F. Brown , Alonzo Porter

and B. Phinney. At the first meeting of the board, which

was held April 6th , 1869 , H. P. Benton was elected treasurer,

and Edward Everett collector . The total cost of the school

building and grounds was about $3,100 .

The school has three departments, primary, intermediate

and academic. The first principal in charge of the institu

tion was William Wright, and it has since been under the

supervision of James Hargraves, William P. Todd,

Sutherland, Professor A. H. Lewis, who was principal three

years , and S. G. Burdick, who has been principal since

1874.

The following statistics of the school are extracted from

the report of the board of education for the year ending

March 15th , 1878 : Primary department - average daily at

tendance , 42.22 ; intermediate department-average daily at

tendance, 47.64 ; academic department-average daily at

tendance , 76.64 ; total average attendance , 166.50.
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FIRES.

At different times there have been fires in the village, the

most destructive of which occurred on the night of May 23d ,

1866. Thirteen buildings were destroyed, involving a loss

of forty thousand dollars. The fire originated in Font's

saloon, which stood on the lot now occupied by Porter's

hardware store, and spread in a southeasterly direction ,

destroying Birn's hotel and barn, J. C. Dyer's store , Gal

lagher's saloon , P. Swink's saloon, the Presbyterian church ,

Ellis's store , Elwell's machine shop, a hotel on the site of

the Globe house and several other buildings.

PHYSICIANS .

Rev. Jabez Spicer, who was also a physician, was the first

to engage in the practice of medicine in Andover. It is re

lated of him that on one occasion , when he was conducting

a religious meeting and was about to begin preaching, he re

ceived a call to visit a patient. He at one announced that

the meeting was adjourned for two hours, and went several

miles to visit his patient and returned in time to resume the

exercises where they had been dropped.

The second physician who located in Andover was Dr. Joel

French . Dr. Thaddeus Baker, who studied with Dr. French ,

was the third . He begun to practice in 1838 and is still

actively employed in the performance of the duties incident

to his profession.

Dr. J. J. Harmon located in the village in 1844. He re

tired from practice many years since, and was succeeded by

Dr. W. W. Crandall, who is still at Andover, in the enjoy

ment of a reputation as one of the leading physicians of Al

legany county.

In 1872 and 1873 Dr. Daniel Lewis, now of New York , was

associated with Dr. Crandall . Dr. E. M. Stillman and Dr.

Brainard are resident physicians standing well among their

professional brethren .

Martha; Harriet Phinney, Electa ; Emmeline Seaman , war

der ; Jacob Elwell, sentinel; A. E. V. Durand, chaplain .

The principal officers for each subsequent year have been

as follows:

1872. - Cyrus Clark , W. patron ; Julia F. Magee, W. ma

tron ; Martha Potter, A. matron ; Hattie Russell, secretary.

1873.-J. H. Elwell , W. patron ; F. A. Brundage, W. ma

tron ; Jane Durand, A. matron ; Eva R. Carpenter, secre

tary .

1874.-J. H. Elwell, W. P.; F. A. Brundage, W. M .; Jane

L. Durand, A. M .; Nora L. Green , secretary .

1875.-M. J. Ellis, W. patron ; J. F. Magee, W. matron ;

Martha Potter, A. matron ; E. R. Carpenter, secretary .

1876. — John Prest , W. patron ; J. F. Magee, W. matron ;

Permelia Porter, A. matron ; Nora L. Green , secretary.

1877.-M. J. Ellis, W. patron ; J. F. Magee, W. matron ;

Jane Cunningham , A. matron ; Ida A. Cooper, secretary .

1878. — George C. Marion,W.P.; Jane Cunningham ,W.M .;

J. F. Magee, A. M .; E. R. Carpenter, secretary.

1879. - George Green, W. P .; J. F. Magee, W. M .; Cath

arine Prest , A. M .; Martha Miner, secretary.

The present officers are : George A.Green, W. patron ; Julia

F. Magee, W. matron ; Catharine Prest , A. matron ; Martha

Miner, secretary ; Mary J. Cartwright, treasurer ; Nora L.

Green, conductress; Julia Carpenter, A. conductress; Betsey

Elwell, Adah ; Syrena Lee, Ruth ; Sybil Clark , Esther; E.

Seaman, Martha; Charlotte Marion, Electa ; Jane L. Cun

ningham , warder ; John Cartwright, sentinel ; H. McCon

nell , chaplain.

CHURCH HISTORY.

ANDOVER LODGE, NO. 558 , F. & A. M.

The first communication of Andover Lodge, working under

dispensation, was held at Andover Augustist, 1864. The

charter members were : A. E. V. Durand, Cyrus Clark , G.

Estabrook, S. Magee, W. B. Clark , J. T. Mourhess, Joseph

L. Williams, Alonzo Porter, J. N. Elwell and F. S. Maxon .

The charter was dated June 16th , 1865. The original offi

cers working under it were : A. E. V. Durand, W. M .; Cy

rus Clark , S. W .; G W. Estabrook, J. W .; J. N. Elwell.

treasurer ; F. S. Maxon, secretary ; John Prest, S. D .; Joel

F. Mourhess, J. D .; John Swain , tyler. The presiding offi

cers , in their order, have been as follows : A. E. V. Durand,

Cyrus Clark , G. W. Estabrook, J. H. Elwell , John Prest ,

John Seaman, H. D. Smith, E. R. Carpenter.

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL (PRESBYTERIAN ).

The first religious society organized in the town of An

dover was of the Congregational faith . The early settlerstlie

were none of them professors of religion , but we are in

formed that some of them were attached to the Congrega

tional worship. Of the latter class may be mentioned the

Bakers Alpheus, Seth and Joseph ), Joseph Woodruff and

others . Mrs. Luther Strong was a member of the Congre.

gational church, as were also Deacon Asa S. Allen and wife,

Amherst Kingsbury and several others, whose names are

not recalled now.

Before there were any preachers in the town reading

meetings were held . Thaddeus Baker was usually chosen to

conduct the service, it being his practice to read hymns at

the opening and close of the session and lead in prayer.

Alpheus Baker is said to have been a good reader, and to

have often read discourses from printed volumes of sermons

for the benefit and edification of those assembled . Joseph

Woodruff led the singing, and is said to have been an ef

ficient chorister.

July 14th , 1824, a meeting was held in a house which

stood on the lot now occupied by the Globe Hotel , for the

purpose of effecting a regular organization under the rules

of the Congregational Church. Rev. Robert Hubbard, pas

tor of the church of Angelica, and Mr. D. Washburn, a

licentiate, were present and conducted the meeting, which

was opened with prayer. After singing, and a sermon by

Mr. Hubbard and prayer by Mr. Washburn, the former pro

ceeded to organize the society in due form .

Joseph Woodruff, Samuel Mallory, Amherst Kingsbury,

HOME CIRCLE CHAPTER , NO . 22 , 0. E. S.

This chapter was organized June 7th , 1871. The charter

members were John Prest , Sidney Magee, John Seaman ,

Franklin Lee, William Richmond and B. C. Crandall .

The original officers were as follows : Cyrus Clark , worthy

patron ; Mrs. F. A. Brundage, worthy matron ; Sybil Clark,

assistant matron ; William J. Potter, jr . , secretary ; Mattie

Richmond, treasurer; Julia F. Magee, conductress; Jane L.

Durand, assistant conductress; Catharine Prest, Adah ; Sy

rena Lee , Ruth ; Betsey Elwell, Esther ; Permelia Porter,
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Asa S. Allen , Lydia Allen and Abigail Strong were examined

concerning their doctrinal views and experimental piety.

“ Satisfaction having been given," says the church record ,

“ the brethren received each other and were formed into a

church . The church chose Asa S. Allen deacon and clerk .”

The society adopted the title of the “ First Congregational

Church of Andover," and was soon received into the Bath

Presbytery.

September 18th of the same year the society met at the

house of Samuel Mallory and “ renewed their covenant with

God and received the following persons under the watch

care of the church ” : Priscilla Fanning and Thirza Chase ,

by letter írom other churches, and Elizabeth Converse and

Lewis Baker, by profession of their faith .

The record of the society says that the first church was

dedicated December rith , 1840 , by Rev. Parmelee ;

but Jason Hunt, an old resident , says that notice was given

that the house would be dedicated about December uth ,

1840, but the building was not finished and was not dedi .

cated till five or six weeks later .

In 1866 the church was destroyed by fire. The present

edifice was erected the next year and dedicated Thursday,

January 23d , 1868, Rev. George Curtis, of Elmira , preaching

the dedicatory sermon , and Rev. M.Waldo, of Hornellsville ,

reading the formula of the Presbyterian Church .

In 1874 the name of the church was changed from the

“ First Congregational ” to the “ First Presbyterian" Church

of Andover.

The following named persons have served the church as

pastors : Rev. S. Hubbard, Rev. Jabez Spicer, Rev. Benjamin

Russell , Rev. J. D. Russell, Rev. J. Blakeslee, Rev.

Lilly , Rev. J. R. Johnson , Rev. J. Wyncoop, Rev. P. Camp,

Rev. — Traver, Rev. George B. Nutting, Rev. — Bing-

ham, Rev. A. C. Titus. In January, 1878 , the membership

was eighty -one.

Barnabas Eddy, Jason Hunt and Rev. Samuel Nichols, the

preacher in charge. These seven were the only original

members. Shortly afterwards the number was increased to

twenty -five .

Previous to the erection of the First Methodist Episcopal

church the Congregationalists had put up the frame of their

first church and enclosed it . It was in this partially com

pleted building that the Methodist church was organized

and the first meeting held . Boards laid on blocks of wood

served as seats.

This church has erected three houses of worship. The

first was built in 1840 at a cost of $750, and was paid for

before its dedication , in 1846 , by Rev. Asa Abel , then pre

siding elder of the district. The second edifice was erected

in 1862 , at a cost of about $2,500, and was dedicated in

1863. The present church was built in 1874-75 at a cost of

$ 13,000 . It was dedicated July 18th , 1875 , by Rev. B. I

Ives . The two former houses were of wood ; the present

structure is of brick . The second edifice was sold to the

Seventh- Day Baptists for $3,000 .

It is impossible to obtain the names of all of the succes

sive pastors. Some of them are given , as follows : Rev.

Samuel Nichols, Rev. J. St. John, Rev. William Jones, Rev.

L. L. Rogers, Rev. — Mathison , Rev. John Shaw , Rev. J.

Ashworth , Rev. Henry Wisner, Rev. S. B. Dickinson, Rev.

J. Jaralman , Rev. A. Davidson, Rev. W. E. Pinder, Rev.

W. Post , Rev. Brownson , Rev. A. N. Fillmore, Rev. H.

Harpts , Rev. J. Cook, Rev. D. Nutten , Rev. E. A. Rice and

the present pastor, Rev. H. Butlin .

In 1868 the membership was one hundred and sixty- six .

ST. JOHN'S, ROMAN CATHOLIC .

The St. John's Catholic church was organized in 1852 or

1853. The original members were John McCarthy, Edward

Welsh , David Magner, John Magner, Patrick Harrington ,

William Dealy, Anthony Dean, Patrick Dean , Richard Mc

Andrew, John Tulis, Hugh Doran, Peter Garvin , Francis

McGinty , Thomas O. Donnell , Michael Lynch, John Pardon,

Patrick Pardon , John Padden , Michael Cannon , Patrick

Leavell,Anthony Dickson and families (the Catholics reckon

the children as members of the church) , in numbers about

one hundred and fifty.

The first meeting was probably held in the building now

occupied by O. B. Spaulding and sons, druggists, then occu

pied by Patrick Pardon as a grocery, and they were held

there principally until the church was built. The church

building was erected in 1855 or 1856. It was never dedi-.

cated .

The successive pastors have been as follows : John Tohey,

James Tohey, Father Kenan, Arthur McConnell, George J.

Dunbar and Philip Kenshela.

The present membership is about six hundred. The

church when first built cost about $800, and an addition

was constructed in the spring of 1864 at a cost of $900 .

FIRST BAPTIST.

The First Baptist church of Andover was organized De

cember 31st , 1829 , with twelve members, by Phil . Wardner,

Samuel Rush , Ambrose Coats and others. Meetings were

held in barns, in school-houses and in the old Congrega

tional church until the erection of the present house of wor

ship, which was dedicated November 30th , 1853. The pas

tor, Rev. E. F. Crane, invited Rev. T. Sheardown to preach

the dedicatory sermon. The building will seat two hundred

persons , and cost about $3,000 .

The Sunday-school was organized in 1842 . M. J. Ellis

was appointed superintendent in 1845 and held the office till

May, 1870, when, at his urgent request, his resignation was

accepted .

The first pastor was Rev. V. Beemis. He has been suc

ceeded by the following named preachers : Revs. Randall,

Whipple, Harkins, Chadwick , Cornwell , Colby, Clark , Call ,

Newland , Crane , Washburn, Wilson , Shotwell , Sherer, Mc

Leod and White . The church is at present without a pas

tor.

The present membership is between eighty-five and

ninety.

SEVENTH - DAY BAPTIST.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL ,

The Seventh -Day Baptist church of Andover was organ

ized with forty - three members, October 7th , 1871. For some

time before the organization of the church stated meetings

had been held , through the kindness of the First Day Bap

tists , in their church ; and at the time of the formation of the

church meetings were being held in the Methodist church ,

The First Methodist church of Andover was organized by

Rev. Alvin Torrey and his wife and sister ; William Hardy,
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which , on November 28th, 1871 , was purchased for the sum

of $3,000, and has since been occupied for church service

by the Seventh -Day Baptists.

The original members of the church were W. W. Cran

dall , Euphemia A. Crandall, W. B. Clark , Relief A. Clark ,

Clara Livermore, Anna L. Ware, Grace A. Everett, Wel

come B. Burdick , Varnum G. Hall , 0. Daniel Burdick ,

Truman A. Burdick, Pamelia Burdick , Agnes E. Burdick,

Edward Green , Tacy Green , Maxson A. Green, Ellen Green,

Annis L. Langworthy, Daniel Langworthy, Frances Lang

worthy, Nathan Lanphear, Susan Lanphear, Mary J. Lan

phear, N. Mortimer Lanphear , Jason Beebe , Clarissa Beebe,

Nathan Beebe, Samuel Lee Burdick , Jonathan Lanphear,

Esther Lanphear, Ellen Grace Lanphear, Clark Burdick,

Phebe Burdick, Nora L. Green , Leroy C. Davis, Lucy

Davis, Elsie Davis, Olivia Green , Russell Green, Harriet

Green , Mary A. Cook and George A. Cook .

Nine have been added to the church since ; three have

died , leaving a membership of forty -nine.

The pastors of the church have been Revs. A. H. Lewis,

T. L. Gardiner and T. R. Willianis. The latter is now

serving the church . Rev. A. H. Lewis served in 1871 and

1872 ; T. L. Gardiner, in 1873 , and T. R. Williams since.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

T

Seth Baker was born in 1799 in Granville, Washington

county , N. Y. He was a son of Alpheus Baker, one of the

pioneers of Andover. When quite young his father located

at Andover, he having settled in the town July 17th , 1807 .

Mr. Baker learned the trade of millwright and carpenter ,

which has been his principal business through life . He

worked on most of the early mills of that section . He has

lived many years on the farm which he now owns . He

owns a flouring mill built some years since . When about

twenty - five years old he was married to Miss Elizabeth

Woodruff, of Andover.

Thaddeus Baker, M. D. (son of Thaddeus Baker, sen . , a

surveyor in the employ of the land company', was born in

Poultney, Rutland county, Vt., in 1806, and came with his

father to Andover in 1807 . Mr. Baker, sen . , located four

hundred acres of land where the village of Andover now

stands , and resided till his death , in 1845 , on the old home

stead in the north part of the village, where Dr. Baker

has always lived and practiced medicine during the last

forty years. He has served as justice of the peace sixteen

years and several years as school inspector and town

clerk . In 1835 he was married to Miss Sarah Spicer, of

Andover.

Robert R. Boyd , a native of Orange county, came from

Ontario county in 1819 and located in Andover on lot 40,

where he lived till his death , in 1855 , in his eighty -fifth year.

His son , Robert R. Boyd, was born in Canandaigua in 1817

and came to the town with his father, and has always lived

on the old homestead , of which he is the present owner.

He was married in 1842 to Miss Delana A. Green , of Alfred .

He served eighteen years as commissioner of highways.

H. P. Benton , son of Eben Benton , was born in Franklin ,

Cattaraugus county , in 1830. He moved with his father to

Livonia, Livingston county, at the age of four, and from

there to Oramel in 1852 , where he was engaged in

lumbering five years. He then engaged in the drug

trade at the same place till 1864, when he removed to

Andover and continued in the same business till 1875 , when

he retired on account of poor health . He served one year

as town clerk of Andover. In 1860 he was married to

Hannah B. Spaulding, of North Canaan , Litchfield county,

Conn .

Benjamin C. Brundage was born in Sussex county, N. J. ,

in 1820. At the age of four he moved with his father's

family to Bath , Steuben county, and in 1830 to Greenwood,

Steuben county ; in 1846 he went to Hornellsville and read

law with Reynolds & Brundage, and was admitted to the

bar in 1848. In 1849 he came to Andover, where he has

since been engaged in the practice of his profession. He

has served eight years as justice of the peace and ten years

as notary public.

Edwin Brown was born in Fabius, Onondaga county, in

1808 , and came to Andover in 1818 and settled on lot 108,

where he lived till 1872 , when he moved to the village of

Andover, where he now lives retired , still owning a part of

the old homestead . He was married in 1832 to S. A.

Popple, of Andover, who died in July , 1871. In September,

1872 , Mr. Brown married Lois Preston , of the same town .

Silas G. Burdick was born January 20th , 1842 , in Brook

field, Madison county . He came to Andover from Cen

tralia , Ill . , in August, 1874. Mr. Burdick has been a teacher

since 1860 and is the present principal of the Andover

graded school . He was a member of the 85th New York

volunteers from August 21st , 1861 , to June 9th , 1865 , and a

prisoner from April 20th , 1864, to March ist , 1865 .

William L. Catlin was born in Tioga county, Pa. , in 1828 .

He located in Wellsville in 1856 , and in 1858 engaged in

manufacturing family medicines. In 1873 he formed a part

nership with Mr. Harman , of Andover, which was continued

dne year. Since its expiration Mr. Catlin has carried on the

manufacture and sale of his remedies alone. He resides

on his farm near Elm Valley, where he located in 1865 .

He was married in 1848 to Elizabeth P. Kemp, of Tioga

county , Pa. He served nine months in the Rebellion in the

16th New York cavalry.

Jeremiah Clarke, son of Samuel B. Clarke, was born in

Madison county, in 1825 , and came the same year with his

father to Andover. In 1845 he bought his present farm, on

lots number 95 and 96 , and located on it in 1851. He was

assessor six years. In 1851 he was married to Catharine

Crandall , of Independence.

Stephen S. Clarke was born in Madison County, in 1811 ,

and came with his father,SamuelClarke, in 1825 to Andover,

and located on the farm that he now owns, on lot 96. He

was married in 1844 to Azubah Woodcock, of Independence ,

and the same year bought the old homestead . He has served

seventeen years as justice of the peace .

Roswell L. Cobb was born in Windham , Windham county ,

Vt., April 8th , 1817 , and came to Andover in March, 1869 .

He is a farmer and lumberman . He purchased the farm

which he now owns of Horace Leet . It was at one time

owned by Peter Bundy, by whom most of the farm was

cleared . Mr. Cobb was married in 1843 to Miss Ellen S.

Howard, of Townsend , Vt.

H. W. Cook, youngest son of Ziba Cook, was born March
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16th, 1846. He is engaged in farming and resides with his

father.

Ziba Cock was born in Dryden , Tompkins county. His

father moved to Greenwood , Steuben county , about 1829 .

Mr. Cook was married April 30th , 1839 , to Miss Orpha

Johnson , of Greenwood , and soon after settled on the farm

in Andover on which he now resides . He owns about one

hundred and fifty acres of land .

J. M. Goodwin was born in Lansing, Tompkins county,

in 1817 , and came from there to Andover in 1830 . He

learned the trade of harness maker at Angelica and com

menced business in Andover in 1838. In 1840 he was mar

ried to Maria E. Elwell , of Otego, Otsego county , who was

born in 1820.

John J. Harman, M. D. , a son of Jeremiah Harman,was

born in Almond, in 1817 , and came to Andover in 1844. He

studied medicine with Dr. Hartshorn, of Alfred , and was en

gaged in the practice of his profession in Andover till 1859 ,

when he engaged in mercantile business, in which he contin

ued till 1874, since which time he has been engaged in farm

ing and private banking. He was supervisor of the town

five years. In 1874 he was married to Eliza A. Clark , of

Geneseo, Livingston county.

William Hunt, a son of Parley Hunt, was born in Alfred,

in 1832. He lived in Almond and in Hornellsville, Steuben

county, and came from the latter place to Andover in 1850,

and has been engaged in farming and lumbering most of the

time since. He kept a hotel for a short time. At present

he is engaged in farming and the livery business. He was

married in 1862 , to Frances V. Bundy, of Andover.

Theodore Livermore was born in Madison county , in

1821 , and came with his father, Samuel Livermore, to

Green's Corners in 1823. In 1854 he settled on his present

farm , on lot 49, in Andover. He was married in 1839 to

Rebecca Graves, of Willing. He served three years in the

Rebellion with the ist N. Y. Dragoons.

Henry McConnell was born in Ireland in 1829. He came

to Canada in 1845 , and lived there till 1862 , when he removed

to Corning, Steuben county, and engaged in the tanning

business. In 1873 he came to Andover, where he has

since been employed as superintendent of Richardson &

Company's tannery , which employs thirty men and turns

out 30,000 pieces of leather annually. Mr. McConnell has

been inspector of election and is at present excise commis

sioner. He owns a half interest with Robert M. Bundy in

a flouring mill.

Loren Pingrey, son of Solomon Pingrey who came to Al

fred at an early day, was born in that town in 1832. In

1840 he settled on his present farm in Andover, and is en

gaged in farming. In 1863 he was married to Armena

Smith, of Tioga county, Pa.

Delos Remington , a son of Daniel S. Remington who

settled in Independence at an early day , was born in Janu

ary, 1835. About 1848 he located with his father on his

present farm , on lot 96 in Andover, and has since followed

the business of farmer and drover. He was married in 1861

to Philena Crandall, of Independence. He served three

years in the Rebellion with the ist N. Y. Dragoons . He

was also assessor three years .

Oliver Rosebush was born in Canada West, in 1834. He

came with his father, George Rosebush , to Andover in 1841

and has always lived in the town . He located on his pres

ent farm , on lot 76 , in 1869 . He was married in 1859 to

Julia A. Dyer, of Andover.

Rev. Albert Clark Titus, pastor of the Presbyterian church

of Andover, was born in Trenton, N. J. , October 9th, 1847 ,

and graduated from Princeton College in the class of 1869 ,

and from Princeton Theological Seminary in 1872 . He

came from Trenton , N. J. , to Andover in October, 1876 .

a
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“ THE WHITE HOUSE . "

HE history of the town of Angelica is replete

with interest . It was early a town of import

ance. Its settlement was the beginning of the

settlement of the Church Tract . From Angeli

ca the arm of civilization was outstretched to the

surrounding territory, and from the advent of the

white man within its limits dated the beginning of

the domination of white men over a great tract of fertile

and valuable country.

THE CHURCH Tract .

A particular account of the purchase and general settle

ment and development of a section of country so large and

so important as the celebrated Church Tract will scarcely

be looked for in a history of even the most important point

within its boundaries; yet it is difficult to write the history

of Angelica without some necessary reference to this pur

chase, and that portion of it which relates particularly to

the settlement and improvement of the town of Angelica

will be treated in this connection .

The first steps toward the settlement of the tract were

taken in 1801. In July of that year Judge Philip Church ,

leading an expedition consisting of Evert Van Wickle, his

agent and surveyor; John Gibson , John Lewis and Stephen

Price , assistants , and the celebrated borderman Major Moses

Van Campen, as guide, came upon the purchase for the

purpose of exploring it . Not long afterward Van Wickle
.

was employed to return to the tract to begin surveys, and

inaugurate improvements on the site of Angelica, which the

judge had designated as an eligible location for a settle

ment,

The history of the selection of the site of the residence of

Judge Church is an interesting one. The place is one of the

most sightly and commanding, and one of the pleasantest

and most picturesque in western New York . At the time

Judge Church determined on this location the ground there

and all the country round about was covered with a dense

forest , in which pine tiinber predominated. Yet, according

to Turner's “ History of Phelps and Gorham's Purchase , ”

he chose the site " by climbing tall pine trees upon the neigh

boring highlands, " and reserved a tract of two thousand

acres surrounding it as a homestead , which he named Bel

videre . In adverting to the event a writer to the Angelica

Reporter made the following remarks : " In this selection he

manifested shrewdness and sound judgment . Were the se

lection to be made now, with all the advantages of an open

country spread out before him , he could not in any particu

lar have improved upon the selection then made. The two

thousand acres set aside is the finest land in the whole tract,

and the situation of the house is incomparably the finest in

the whole country. The wonder is that he should have made

such a strikingly favorable selection in the interminable

woods, when the view was so circumscribed, and when he

could only form his judgment from a knowledge of the gen

eral conformation of the country, obtained by personal ex

plorations."

In 1804 a frame building was erected on this site as a

temporary residence for Judge Church . It was a very im

posing and commodious edifice for the time and place, and

was peculiarly remarkable among all the buildings in

western New York as being the only painted house west of

Canandaigua ; and for years it was familiarly referred to in

all parts of the Genesee country as the “ White House."

After his marriage to Miss Anna Maria Stewart , eldest daugh

ter of General Walter Stewart , of Philadelphia, a prominent

officer in the American army during the Revolutionary war,

he brought his bride to the “ White House." Themarriage

was celebrated February 4th , 1805 , and during the follow

ing June the bride and groom, accompanied by Thomas

Morris, then the active promoter of settlement in the Gene

see country, started for the home awaiting them in the wil

derness , coming by way of Albany, Geneva, Bath and Hor

nellsville , and making the last stage of the journey on horse

back along a mere bridle path through the forest. The

“ White House " was their residence until the completion of

the stone mansion five years afterward . It is still standing, a

few rods east of the present residence of Mr. Richard Church ,

a son of the late Judge Philip Church, and is one of the few

remaining landmarks in the county which mutely but elo

quently recall the days of its joint occupancy by the red

EARLY IMPROVEMENTS.

The early improvement , under Mr. Van Wickle's direc

tion , were pushed forward with remarkable energy and suc

cess . When he arrived on the ground he was in the midst

of a wilderness. Before the close of 1802 a saw - mill was

completed and in operation . At Angelica, as at other pio

neer settlements, this was the first step toward civilization .

Lumber was needed , and by this means it was provided .

During the following year a grist - mill was built and began

to perform its office of supplying meal for the use of the

settlers. It was a small establishment and had only one run

of stones. A frame house was erected for Mr. Van Wickle

in 1802 , and near by it a small log building for a land office.

They were scarcely finished before several cabins, for the

occupancy of some of the settlers, were put up around them.

A tavern was opened , and a store—and a village had sprung

up in a few months .
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man and the white man— “ its architecture, its old fashioned

cut nails, " says Turner, “ marking a period when it must

have appeared almost aristocratic . "

“ YE -NUN -KE - A -WA.”

As may easily be imagined, the change from the social

pleasures of Philadelphia to a life in the solitudes of western

New York must have been a marked one to Mrs. Church ,

who had her first experience in housekeeping miles away

from neighbors, the business of her husband often necessi

tating his absence for weeks together, a colored female and

a small boy being her only companions. " There was much"

of woman's nature in her reply," wrote Turner, in his his

tory of the Phelps and Gorham Purchase, " in long after

years, to an observation made to her expressing some surprise

that she could have endured such a change from a gay and

social city to the woods: - ' Oh! ' said she, ' I was just the

one to do it . I had youth, health ; to be sure it was pretty

hard at first, but the relations of a wife, to which were added

the cares of a mother, soon reconciled me to my new home.'

She made an early acquaintance with the Indians at Canea

dea, and was a favorite with them . Upon one occasion , in

the absence of Judge Church, she attended one of their fes

tivals , contributing to its feast out of her stores , and enjoy

ing with a high relish their pagan rites, dances and rude

sports. They gave her as a name ' Ye-nun -ke - a -wa ,' or the

' first woman that has come,' having reference to the settle

ment on the river. Judge Church being in England at the

breaking out of the war of 1812 , a party of Caneadea Indi

ans , headed by a chief, went to Belvidere, and in gratitude

for Mrs. Church's kindness to their people offered to keep

a guard around her house to protect her from the British

Indians. Regarding herself as secure from invasion in the

woods of Allegany, she thanked them but declined their

proffered gallantry .”

For years after her coming the details of her bridal jour

ney were fresh in her mind, and it is said she often de

scribed it in a vein of gayety and humor. It was scarcely

such a journey as any couple of the present generation

would care to make, and it is probable that, though less del

icately reared, many a bride of to -day would think more

than once before subjecting herself to such hardships and

unwonted deprivations as she encountered during the earlier

years of her pioneer life . Her social qualities are said to

have been of no common order. Many of the early men of

the Genesee country remembered in after years how she

made them welcome to the “ White House," and under the

roof of the stone mansion she afterwards entertained as

guests some of the most distinguished men in the Union.

commissary to the French troops under the assumed name

of Carter. In 1783 he went to Paris to adjust some unset

tled accounts which had arisen out of his transactions with

the commissary department, remaining there a year and a

half and then going to England, where he resided until 1797 ,

when he returned to America. In the meantime he rep

resented the borough of Wendover in the House of Com .

mons.

On coming to this country in 1797 he engaged in the bus

iness of an underwriter in New York city. He left to his

heirs large claims for French spoliations, the payment of

which the U. S. government had assumed, but which have

never been paid .

* Being the eldest son of his father,” says a writer, young

Philip “ enjoyed the rare privilege of listening to the Parlia

mentary debates, which were participated in by such distin

guished orators as Fox , Burke, Sheridan and the younger

Pitt." He was born April 14th , 1778. He studied six years

at Eton and enjoyed all the advantages arising from con

stant association with the “ nobility and gentry of that day.”

Judge Church's mother was Angelica, the eldest daughter

of General Philip Schuyler. She was present in 1781 at

her father's residence near Albany when an attempt was made

to capture the general by a party of British soldiers, her son

Philip being at that time an infant. Mrs. Church lifted him

out of his cradle and carried him away in her arms, and as

she did so he received a wound on his forehead which the

changes of a lifetime did not efface.

On the return of his parents to America, he resumed his

law studies, which were begun in England, in the office of

Nathaniel Pendleton, of New York, and continued them

with his uncle , Hon . Alexander Hamilton , whose private

secretary he became after Mr. Hamilton's appointment, in

1798 , as major- general and inspector-general of the Provis

In 1799 he received a captain's commission in

the 12th infantry, and two days afterward January 12th , the

appointment of aid to General Hamilton. He saw little

service, however, as the threatened war with France was

soon after obviated by a satisfactory adjustment of the

questions at issue; and in the latter part of the same year

he went to Canandaigua, at his father's request, to attend to

the business which terminated in the purchase of the Church

Tract in the beginning of the following May. Let it not be

supposed that Judge Church contented himself with a tour

of th : tract in 1801 and then absented himself from it until

after his marriage in 1805. Portions of the years 1802 and

1803 were spent at the settlement, superintending improve

ments already begun and directing others, and in 1804 he

was admitted to the bar as a practicing attorney.

The few years following his settlement at Angelica were

devoted to the management of the business connected with

the tract . In 181 he went to England for the purpose of

gaining a practical knowledge of English agriculture, with a

view to making that knowledge useful in the furtherance of

his projects in Allegany county , and remained four years,

one of the practical benefits resulting from this trip being

the introduction into the county, at a later day, of a su

perior breed of imported cattle. By common consent he has

been accredited with first conceiving the idea of the Gen

esee Valley Canal and afterward exerting no slight influence

toward its construction. From his return to America, after

his second visit to England , the greater portion of his sub

ional army.

THE PROPRIETOR OF THE Town.

Judge Philip Church was not only the first purchaser of

land and one of the earliest settlers of the town , but it was

owing to his enterprise and business tact that a great part

of the present county was early redeemed from the wilder

ness, and the first general advancement in civilization was

made ; and any history of Angelica which did not embrace a

sketch of his life would not do justice either to him or the

manifest result of his efforts. His father was John B.

Church , of New York , a native of England, a man of edu

cation and affluence, who enjoyed the high social standing

that these give . During the Revolutionary war he acted as



196 HISTORY OF ALLEGANY COUNTY, NEW YORK .

sequent business life was engrossed in the sale and settle

ment of the lands in the various towns comprised within the

Church Tract . He practiced his profession only a short time.

After the organization of the county he was chosen its first

judge, which position he held fourteen years . He died at

his home in Angelica , at the age of eighty -three, in January,

1861 .

SOME OF THE PIONEERS.

It has been seen that within a year after the exploration

of the Church Tract improvements were begun at Angelica .

One of those who came before the close of 1801 was John

Gibson, a Scotchman , who had come to America four or

five years before. He had located in Geneva and came

from there to Angelica, where he remained until late in life .

He was early identified with the business interests of Judge

Church , having taken charge of the store opened in 1802 ,

He was a man of much business tact and executive ability,

and upon the erection of the county he was elected its first

sheriff .

Abram Post came in 1801 also , and settled at a point west

of the village. He had formerly lived in New Jersey . He

remained a resident of the town about thirty years , at one

time having been overseer and manager of Judge Church's

farm . His son , Peter Post, a well -known resident , hotel

keeper and business man of Belvidere, in Amity, was born

in 1807 .

Arad Rice came from Vermont , probably before the close

of the year 1801 , and located on the George Simmons farm ,

where he died in 1848.

John Lewis, another of those who had accompanied Mr.

Church on his exploring tour over the tract , came with Mr.

Van Wickle. Another of the earlier settlers was Joseph

Taylor, who was the landlord at the pioneer tavern . He is

supposed to have come in 1802.

A few settiers came into the town in 1803 , among them

two men named Chamberlain and Hedding, who became

residents of the settlement.

James Mapes, one of the old settlers of the county of Al

legany, was born at Hopetown, Yates county, N. Y. , February

27th , 1794 At the age of ten years he removed to this

county, which was then a veritable wilderness, the home of

the Indian and safe retreat of the wolf, bear, panther and

other wild animals. He lived at or near Angelica , grew up

with the few hardy pioneers of that day, and was recognized

among them as the peer of any of his fellows. He was a

soldier in the war of 1812 , and afterwards colonel of a regi

ment of New York State militia. In 1831 he was married

to Betsy B. Philbrick , who was then a resident of Deerfield,

Rockingham county, N. H. , where she was born August 7th ,

1800 . Mr. Mapes moved his family to the town of Amity

in 1852 , where he resided until his death , which occurred

March 20th , 1871 , at Belmont. Mrs. Mapes is a cousin of

Hon . Benjamin F. Butler, and is yet alive, residing at Bel

mont. Four children are the descendants, one son and

three daughters.

One of the most prominent of those who came in 1805

was the celebrated Major Moses Van Campen, whose name

is famous in connection with the history of early events in

the Wyoming and Susquehanna valleys and the Genesee

country . At that date he is described as being “ well ad .

vanced in years , but hale and hearty .” He remained a resi

dent of the locality, except during a few years spent at

Dansville, Livingston county, until his death, October 15th,

1849 , at the age of ninety -two years and nine months. His,

services were no less in demand in times of
peace,

it
appears ,

than in times of danger and death, for he was called to act

as side judge at the first county court.

Henry Mapes and his son Abraham Mapes, the latter of

whom afterward became a resident of Belfast , also came in

1805 , from Penn Yan, Yates county, N. Y.

In 1806 and 1807 several exiles from France came to An

gelica, one of whom was Hyde de Neuville, who upon the

restoration of the French monarchy was minister to the

United States . Another was Alexander D'Autremont, who

was accompanied or followed over afterward by Augustus

D'Autremont, Victor Du Pont and others. Hyde de Neu

ville remained until 1808 or 1809 . The D'Autremonts came

from Chenango county, N. Y. , and , unlike Du Pont and

others of their countrymen who found a refuge at Angelica,

continued to reside there. At a very early day Augustus

D'Autremont kept a store in a building erected by M. Du

Pont , on the corner facing Main street and the park , between

the latter and the place where the Exchange Hotel was after

ward erected . Some portion of that building is yet stand .

ing. At a later day the D'Autremonts took up farms on the

Genesee river about a mile and a half below Belvidere .

In 1809 John Hooker and Vial Thomas came, the former

from Athens, Vt . , and the latter from Scituate, R. I.

Not long after the beginning of settlement at Angelica ,

Samuel, a brother of Evert Van Wickle, came. They were

both surveyors, and as such were employed by Mr. Church

to survey the lands of the tract . Evert Van Wickle was for a

long time a clerk in Mr. Church's office. About 1828 or 1830

he went south . Samuel was for many years the leading sur

veyor of the Genesee valley. He died at Angelica about ten

years ago .

The First BIRTH , DEATH AND MARRIAGE.

According to French's Gazetteer of the State of New

York , the first birth in the town was that of Catharine S

Mullender. It is authoritatively stated that Moses V. Cham

berlain, for many years a resident of Belfast , was born in

Angelica March 31st , 1804 , and was the first white male

child born in town . French is also authority for the state

ment that the first marriage was that of Sylvanus Russell

and Esther Van Wickle, which took place in 1805. The

first death was that of Ira Stephens, September 20th , 1803

The First PHYSICIAN, TEACHER AND PREACHER .

It is probable that the first regularly qualified physician

who practiced in the town of Angelica was Dr. Ebenezer

Hyde, who lived within the present town of Amity. He

came into the valley in 1804, and was for many years the

only doctor in the section . Before he came there was no

physician. Judge Church brought in a medicine chest and

a copy of " Buchan's Family Medicine," and occasionally

dealt out remedies to his suffering neighbors. The nearest

physician when the judge first came, and for some time

afterward , was Doctor Niles, in Steuben county. The first

physician who settled permanently in Angelica was Doctor

Ellis.

The first school was taught in 1804-05 , by a widow

named Smith .
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Who first preached the gospel in the town seems uncer

tain at the present time. In his History of Western New

York , Hotchkin states that “ a Reformed Dutch church

was organized in Alfred , to which some individuals in An

gelica attached themselves, but it soon became extinct . As

early as 1810 , perhaps more early , Rev. Samuel Parker, a

missionary from the Missionary Society of Massachusetts,

visited this place (Angelica repeatedly, and labored to some

extent." Probably the next preacher who visited Angelica

was Rev. Robert Hubbard, also a Presbyterian, in 1811 .

“ He was a native of Shelburne, Mass., ” says Hotchkin ,

" and a graduate of Williams College , of the class of 1803 .

He was probably about twenty years old when he left col

lege ; regular in his habits, but not pious. After leaving

college he commenced the study of the law , and pursued it ,

as the author believes, about two years . During this period

his attention was called to the consideration of the things

which concerned the salvation of his soul; his views were

radically changed and he was led to entertain a hope in

Christ. The change in Mr. Hubbard was very visible, and

through the remainder of his life was very distinctly marked.

When he was brought by the teachings of the Spirit and per

sonal experience to know the value of an interest in Christ,

he ardently desired that his fellow men might be partakers

of the same benefit. The ministry of reconciliation appear

ed to him a most desirable employment . He relinquished

the study of the law, and commenced the study of theology

under the tuition of Dr. Packard , the pastor of the church

of Shelburne. His licensure took place probably in 1809 or

1810. He is known to have been recently licensed when he

came into western New York in 1810. During the period

in which he resided in the county of Allegany, his labors

were by no means confined to the congregation from which

he received his support , but were extended through all parts

of that county and the western part of the county of Steu

ben . He was the only minister of the Presbyterian denom

ination in the region . He was unwearied in his labors, and

in attending to his ministerial appointments was utterly re

gardless of the vicissitudes of the weather. But it was impos

sible for him to cultivate so extensive a field in any thorough

manner ; hence he was not distinguished for great success or

remarkable results . He formed a number of churches and

kept them alive ; but it was impossible for him to bestow

upon them the amount of labor necessary to cause them to

flourish .” He has been described as remarkable for his

indifference to worldly considerations, and so unreservedly

charitable that he was often imposed upon by designing im

postors. In the last few years of his life he was a sufferer

from consumption , but he did not cease in his work. He died

May 24th , 1840, at Canisteo, Steuben county, where he had

gone to preach , at the age of fifty -six . Mr. Hubbard fre

quently preached at Angelica until the latter part of the year

1826 , when he dissolved his connection with the church and

removed to Dansville .

which have been erected all the other towns in Allegany

county : Alfred and Caneadea, in 1808 , and Allen and Scio

in 1823 ; when the town of West Almond was erected , in

1833 , a portion was taken from Angelica ; another portion

upon the formation of Amity, in 1830, and a part was

annexed to Alfred in 1816. The town was named after the

settlement of the same name.

The first town meeting was held at the house of Joseph

Taylor, on the first Tuesday in April , 1805. The following

persons were elected to various positions : Benjamin Riggs,

supervisor; Joseph S. Hall , town c ! erk ; Luke Goodspeed ,

Sylvanus Russell and Elijah Church, assessors ; John T.

Hyde, William Barney and Jacob S. Holt, commissioners of

highways; John T. Hyde, collector ; David Church, con

stable ; William Barney and Evert Van Wickle, overseers of

the poor ; Stephen Waterman , Thomas Call , John Bennett,

Ezra Bacon and George Otto , overseers of high ways;

Joseph Taylor, Abisha Cole and William S. Heydon, fence

viewers.

The town records for the first year bear the following en

tries of roads opened : “ Through main street of Angelica ;

from Angelica to Indian line, or Caneadea ; from Angelica

to the south line of Van Campen's farm ; from Angelica to

Philipsburgh mills; to Philip's creek ; toVandermark's creek ;

to Dyke's settlement."

No resolutions were passed in 1805 . In 1806 Luke

Goodspeed was supervisor. It was resolved that “ every

man's vard should be his pound," and that the town of An

gelica should pay $2.50 for every wolf caught within its

boundaries.

At the first election , in April , 1805 , the following vote was

polled for State officers:

For senator, John Nicholls had 16 votes ; for members

of Assembly, Alexander Rhea had 30, Ezra Patterson 25 ,

Daniel W. Lewis 16, and Jeremiah Munson 12 votes . In

1806 Daniel W. Lewis, as a candidate for Congress, had 51

votes ; Joseph Annin, for senator, 42 , Evans Wharry 38 ,

John McWhorter 33 , and Freegift Patterson 33 ; Philip

Church , for member of Assembly, 82 , Timothy Burt 35 ,

Philetus Swift 33 , James Reed 32 , Asahel Warner 30, and

Joseph McLure 6 ; and for governor in 1807 the town gave

Morgan Lewis 37 votes , and Daniel D. Tompkins 28.

A little later a bounty of three dollars was paid for wolves

and panthers killed within the town limits. In 1808 there

were duly licensed ten places to sell spirituous liquors for a

license fee of five dollars. There were in the year men

tioned sixty -four free -holders in the town .

The following is a true copy of Joseph Taylor's certificate

of license :

Resolved by us, the commissioners of excise, that Joseph

Taylor be licensed to keep a public inn or tavern, he being a

good moral character and hath accommodations to keep a

public inn or tavern ; and that it is necessary that a tavern

should be kept for the accommodation of travellers at the

dwelling -house of the said Joseph Taylor.

“ Moses VAN CAMPEN,
Excise

“ EVERT VAN WICKLE,
Commissioners.”

" BENJAMIN RIGGS,

“ September 20th , 1805."

In 1809 there were 89 votes cast at the annual town meet

ing. The first school meeting was held at the house of John

Palmer, September roth , 1811 .

a

CIVIL HISTORY.

As Montgomery county has been said to be the “ Mother

of Counties, ” so Angelica may be denominated the mother

of the towns of Allegany county. Formed from the town

of Leicester, Livingston county, February 25th, 1805 , its

territory , then embracing the entire county, has since been

reduced by the formation of the following towns, from
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control of the establishment, and continued in charge two

years, after which it was rented for a term of three years

for twenty - five cents per hundred pounds of cheese manu

factured . During the season of 1878, 1,200,000 pounds of

milk were received from 400 cows, and 120,000 pounds of

cl : eese were made.

Further history of the cheese interest in Angelica than

that above given we have been unable to obtain ; but the

figures quoted will afford evidence of a constant and by no

means inconsiderable advance in this branch of industry. A

comparison of these statistics with those of ten years hence

will probably show a great degree of advancement.

INTERESTING STATISTICS.

The town of Angelica contains 22,740 acres of land. The

assessed valuation of real estate is $482,483 , and of personal

property, $ 183.504 .

In 1830 the population of the town was 998 ; in 1835 ,

1,502 ; in 1840, 1,251 ; in 1845 , 1,329 ; in 1850, 1,592 ; in

1855 , 1,832 ; in 1860 , 1,708 ; in 1865 ; 1,663 ; in 1870 , 1,643 ,

and in 1875 , 1,500 .

THE VILLAGE OF ANGELICA.

In April , 1805 , Benjamin Riggs was elected the first su

pervisor of the town . His successors have been as follows :

1806 , 1807 , Luke Goodspeed ; 1808, 1809, 1812 , John T.

Hyde ; 1810 , 1811 , 1813 , 1815-19, 1824 , 1825 , 1831 , 1834,

John Ayres ; 1814, Timothy H. Porter ; 1820-22 , James

Wilson ; 1823 , 1826 , Vial Thomas; 1827 , 1828 , Philip Church ;

1829, 1830, Samuel S. Haight ; 1832 , George Miles; 1833 ,

1835-37 , Ithamar Smith ; 1838, Joseph B. Welch ; 1839-41 ,

1843, 1852 , James Lockhart ; 1842 , 1845 , Smith Davis ; 1844 ,

John G. Collins ; 1846 , 1847 , Volney Aldrich ; 1848, Bradley

Sherman ; 1849 , 1850 , 1861 , Wilkes Angel ; 1851 , Victor

D'Autremont ; 1853 , 1854 , Erastus Stanton ; 1855 , 1856 ,

1862 64 , Charles D'Autremont ; 1857 , 1865 , David Brown ;

1858, Alfred Lockhart ; 1859 , 1860, William B. Alley ; 1866

69 , Mitchell S. Blair ; 1870 , 1871 , 1875 , D. P. Richardson ;

1872 , 1873 , Albert Brown ; 1874 , Henry Renwick ; 1876-78,

James T. Brown ; 1879, Handy Bellamy.

The successive town clerks have been as follows : 1805

07 , Jacob S. Holt ; 1808, 1809,Victor Du Pont ; 1810 , Horatio

Waterhouse ; 1811-14, Daniel Lawrence ; 1812 , Timothy H.

Porter ; 1813 , Timothy H. Porter was elected , but failed to

qualify and Alexander D'Autremont was appointed to fill the

vacancy thus caused ; 1815-19, Evert Van Wickle; 1820, 1821 ,

John Kinghorn ; 1822 , George Renwick, jr.; 1823-25 , William

Wilson ; 1826 , Patrick Byrnes ; 1827-30, William Geiger;

1831-34, S. Buchanan ; 1835 , Benjamin Caster ; 1836 , 1839 ,

1840, 1844, Henry J. Webb ; 1837 , Smith Davis; 1838,

James Wadsworth ; 1841 , George W. Renwick ; 1842 , Wil

liam Dean ; 1843 , Erastus S. Palmer ; 1845 , A. Kinghorn ;

1846-48, Israel N. Howe ; 1849 , James S. Green ; 1850, Rich

ard Allen ; 1831 , 1832 , Ezra Starr ; 1853 , 1854, Harvey

Miles; 1855, Thomas A. Royce; 1856 , Harvey Miles; 1857-62 ,

1864, 1865 , 1867-79 , J. Haller Eggleston ; 1863 , James T.

Brown ; 1866, Alonzo Chamberlain .

Besides the supervisors and town clerks already mention

ed , the town officers elected for 1879 were as follows : Jus

tice , William M. Franklin ; assessor, Arunah W. Phippen ;

commissioner of highways, Benjamin T. Green ; collector, Ja

bez L. Ferguson ; inspectors of election , Elon Dudley, Solo

mon Palmer ; overseer of poor, Smith Latham ; constables,

J. S. Furguson , F. A. Robbins, P. H. Schoonmaker, A. J.

Pierce , Orren Smith ; game constable, A. D. Vanderpool.

One of the most important measures in the later civil his

tory of the town was the issue, January ist, 1872 , of bonds

to the amount of $65,000 in aid of the construction of the

Rochester, Nunda and Pennsylvania Railroad , under the

provisions of Chapter 907 of the laws of 1869. These bonds

are payable thirty years from the date of issue and bear in

terest at the rate or seven per cent. per annum, payable

semi-annually, on the first days of January and July .

The village of Angelica is located in the center of the

town of Angelica and in the center of the county. It was

incorporated May 2nd , 1835 , pursuant to an act of the Leg

islature, which provided that the village should comprise " all

that part of the town of Angelica which is contained in the

following boundaries, to wit : Beginning at a stake in the

south west corner of William Neilson's lot , thence north

twenty -one degrees east , nineteen chains and twenty links,

to a stake ; thence north sixty -nine degrees west, ninety

nine chains , to a stake in John Lloyd's field ; thence south

six degrees west , fifty chains and eighty -two links, crossing

West street to a stake in John Robson's field ; thence

south sixty-eight degrees east on the south line of John

Magee's and Solomon Tracy's land , seventy -one chains and

fifteen links, to a stake in the corner of said Tracy's lot ;

thence north twenty -one degrees east, crossing East street

thirty -one chains and thirty links, to the place of beginning."

In pursuance of the provisions of the act of incorpora

tion there was issued by Samuel C. Wilson , a justice of the

peace residing in the village, a proper notice for an elec

tion of village officers , to be held at the Farmers ' Exchange

at 4 o'clock P. M. on the first Tuesday of June, 1835 .

The villagers assembled at the time and place required and

made choice of the following officers for the ensuing year :

Trustees-Richard Charles, George Miles, Samuel C. Wil

son , J. Smith , Joseph B. Welch ; assessors— James Lock

hart, Henry J. Webb ; treasurer, Robert Haight ; col

lector, Smith Davis ; clerk , William P. Angel ; constable,

Edward Renwick.

On the oth of June , 1835 , the trustees met at the Farmers '

Exchange, and elected George Miles president of the village ,

and George Miles and Samuel C. Wilson were appointed a

committee to prepare by-laws and regulations.

Long before the date of its incorporation Angelica

enjoyed the prominence of being the county seat , and in

THE CHEESE AND DAIRY INTERESTS.

The average number of milch cows kept in Angelica in

1874 was 1,237 ; in 1875 , 1,271 , and the number whose milk

was sent to factories during the same years was 896 and

937 , respectively. In 1874 there were 56,707 pounds of

butter and 390 pounds of cheese made in families . These

statistics are given on the authority of the census of 1875 .

The Angelica Union cheese factory was built in 1873, by

Abel Baker, who managed it one year , receiving 489,824

pounds of milk from 160 cows, and making 50,000 pounds

of cheese. His son , James A. Baker, succeeded to the
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consequence of this distinction it has from the first had

among its residents many of the most prominent and influ

ential people of the county.

EFFORTS FOR A RAILROAD CONNECTION .

a

With a population of about goo inhabitants, Angelica is

one of the many places in western New York that occupy,

in a measure, a position isolated from the rest of the world

so far as railroad communication is considered .

In 1853 a company was formed with a capital of $ 100,000 ,

with a view to build a railroad to be known as the Rochester

and Pittsburg line . Angelica was to gain the advantage of

being one of the principal stations . A survey of the pro

posed route was the only result of the project.

In the year 1869 the new and vigorous management of

the Erie Railway seemed to have caught the spirit of the

age, and to be energetically seeking and adopting methods

of improvement. At this time the good people of Angelica

hoped and much expected that the Erie managers would

recognize the important advantage of straightening the line

of their road from Almond to Belvidere . Dr. William M.

Smith , of Angelica , was appointed a committee to confer

with said managers, and as such he journeyed to New York .

He was told that the Erie Company did not feel able to

build the road just then , but that if a separate company

was organized in the towns of Angelica and West Almond,

and should grade the line, the Erie Company would finish ,

equip and operate the road .

J. S. Beggs, then engineer of the western division , and

now the western division superintendent , made a survey of

the proposed route, at the expense of the citizens of An

gelica.

The West Almond summit was an obstacle that could be

overcome only by tunneling or cutting, at an expense of

$500,000 or thereabouts , and so the project was aban

doned .

This was rather disheartenir.g to the villagers, for they

had put forth the most active measures, and were sanguine

in their expectations . They based their actions upon the

argument that the present line of the road made a long cir.

cuit from Almond via Wellsville to Belvidere, full fourteen

miles further than would be the route via Angelica ; also

that the passenger on the Erie road from Almond to Belvi

dere was required to pay on each passage between those

points upwards of forty cents more than would be required

if the road ran via Angelica. All would not avail , however,

and the Angelicans looked in another direction for the real

ization of their hopes .

In a short time a company had been formed under the

title of the Rochester, Nunda & Pennsylvania Railroad

Company, of which enterprise and its failure a history is

given on page 90 .

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT.

engaged the services of Charles D'Autremont, a son of

Alexander D'Autremont, as clerk , who, when Mr. Davenport

left the place, about 1840, purchased the entire business, to

which he had been admitted as a partner some time before,

and continued in trade at the old stand for a long time,

amassing a competency upon which he finally retired to his

farm just out of the village, when little past the prime of

life .

Mr. Charles Davenport after leaving Angelica joined his

brother at Bath , where they subsequently founded an in

stitution for the maintenance and education of orphans.

Colonel Ira Davenport was born at Spencertown, Colum

bia county , September 28th , 1795. At the age of fourteen

he went to Harpersfield, Delaware county, to act as clerk in

a store in which his father had an interest . Here he re

mained till 1815 , the twenty - first year of his age, when he

commenced business for himself. With a single wagon

load of goods he drove three hundreil miles, to the then

little backwoods village of Hornellsville ; built a store with

his own hands, and commenced a sale of the merchandise

brought with him . He remained in business in Hornells

ville , engaging in all the commercial enterprise of the times ,

till 1847. He had stores at Baker's Bridge, Angelica, Burns ,

Canisteo, North Almond, Hammondsport, Dansville, Al

mond and Independence, and was also a partner in a mer

cantile house and in a coal company in New York city.

He was also largely engaged in running lumber and " arks "

of timber down the river from Hornellsville. He removed

to Bath in 1847 , and resided there till his death .

Hence Mr. Davenport was one of the business men of

Angelica at the time the village was incorporated. He,

together with James Lockhart, J. B. Welch, C. Patrick, I.

Smith , E, A. Smith and Bradley Sherman , were the principal

business men.

A. D. Betthagar opened the first bakery in Allegany county

at Angelica in 1854 .

Since the year 1840 the mercantile business of the town

has been carried on principally by J. B. Welch , J. & A.

Lockhart, Davenport & D'Autremont, V. Aldridge, E. H.

Stanton , Lewis , Burr & Co. , B. Sherman, Bennett & Miner,

and Davis & Charles in dry goods ; E. C. Grover, hardware,

stoves and tin ; Thomas L. Smith , John S. King, R. C.

Terry and A. Lockhart, general hardware; A. L. Lockhart,

hardware and groceries ; C. H. Dunbar, hardware ; A. W.

Chamberlain, J. C. Arnold , general produce and groceries ;

and a number of others for a short time.

The leading business men of the village at present are

James Lockhart, George and John Hancock and M. H.

Yale in dry goods , etc ; J. T. Brown in drugs and groceries ;

T. A. Royce and George Thomas in drugs; Frank Brown ,

groceries ; Horner & Brown, hardware ; Hawley & Hooker,

hardware ; Miss Jennie Hooker and Misses Marth, milliners.

Twenty years ago there was a foundry started in a build .

ing on the south side of Main street. It did a successful

business for å time, but it was finally shut up and the build

ing is now no more. There was also at one time a furniture

store, doing an extensive business under the proprietorship

of William B. Colson .

It has already appeared in the history of the town who

were the earliest business men on the site of the village.

One of the early merchants of Angelica was Mr. Ira Dav

enport, who was a comparatively early settler. A few years

after he opened his store his brother Charles came and en

tered into partnership with him . After a number of years,

the latter bought out the interest of the former, who removed

to Bath , Steuben county. Later, Mr. Charles Davenpo

DISASTROUS FIRES.

The village of Angelica has no organized fire department ,

the villagers choosing rather to constitute themselves fire
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men collectively. This idea does not seem to have been

popular with the village trustees immediately subsequent to

the incorporation of the village, for from the records it ap

pears that measures were early adopted by which necessary

provisions should be made in this direction. No noteworthy

result was ever attained , however, and as the consequence

most disastrous conflagrations have occurred , that could in

no way available to the citizens be checked until they had

done fearful work of destruction .

On Sunday morning, January 17th, 1869 , a large portion

of the business section of the village was laid in ashes. At

three o'clock in the morning the villagers were aroused from

their slumber to find the dry goods store of John Trotter,

located on the south side of Main street,enveloped in flames.

The buildings adjoining were wooden structures, and with

frightful rapidity the fire spread until the entire row, from

the residence of Mr. J. H. Eggleston , on the west, to the

Exchange Hotel , on the east , was destroyed, allowing many

of the occupants barely time for a hasty toilet and narrow

escape. The loss of property was estimated at nearly

$25,000 .

April 17th, 1879, a special meeting of the voters of the

corporation of Angelica voted $500 for the purchase of fire

apparatus.

and the time has been when it enjoyed a patronage by which

the proprietor realized a profit . It is now dilapidated, and

ere long it too will be a thing of the past.

The Exchange Hotel was destroyed by fire in 1875. The

American is now kept by 1. Z. Builer, on a lease from

James T. Brown.

Opposite and north of the park is the Charles Hotel , of

which Joseph Gillies, Esq ., is the proprietor. In 1839 ,

where it now stands , there was a private house owned by

Andrew Charles, and on the corner where is now the

Presbyterian church, Warner Hastings kept a public house .

That year the Hastings House was burned, and the proprie

tor at once leased the dwelling -house alluded to of Mr.

Charles, and fitted it up as a hotel . In 1840 Mr. Charles

took possession of the house and enlarged it . He contin

ued the sole proprietor until 1857 , when William T. Barnes

and R. H. Charles came into possession . They kept it four.

years , and Andrew Charles became the proprietor again . In

1863 he sold it to William T. Barnes and George Elwell,

and Mr. Theodore Oliver kept it for them . It changed

hands again in a short time, and William Bronson kept it

until Dr. A. C. Jackson succeeded him . Dr. William D.

Todd kept it on a lease for a time, and then Joel Norton

rented it of U. B. Lowe.

In 1871 Joseph Gillies came to Angelica to live, having

been elected sheriff of the county. During his term of

office he canvassed the advantages to be gained to the vil

lage by having a hotel within its borders that should be

known outside the corporation limits, and as the result pur .

chased the property of Mr. Lowe, and when his term of

office as sheriff expired he took possession . He refitted it ;

built new barns, and otherwise carried into effect his ideas

that the house could be made widely popular. He enjoyed

the advantage of having made himself popular throughout

Allegany county as sheriff, and it redounded to his good

after he became landlord . His indefatigable efforts from

the first have won for him signal success, and to - day the

Charles Hotel is known among the traveling public as among

the very best . There are many ways in which this valuable

acquisition to the place is promotive of its prosperity. The

villagers show due recognition of this fact by characterizing

the proprietor as well worthy the enviable reputation he

bears as a public caterer.

BANKS AND BANKERS.

The first banking institution located in the village of An

gelica was a branch of the Erie County Bank ; it did busi

ness under the management of a Mr. T. Huntington . It

did business here but a short time and not meeting with

signal success it closed its doors and was no more in An

gelica.

Shortly afterwards a private banking office was estab

lished in the village by Mr. — D'Autremont. But it was not

until the National Bank was organized in 1864 that anything

of the kind exhibiting a degree of permanency had its exist

ence here .

The National Bank started with a capital of $ 100,000 ,

with Alfred Lockhart president; J. E. Robinson cashier;

William Common, Alpha Morse , William Wilsor , E. F.

Johnson , Smith Davis, Robert Renwick , Isaac Miles, H. J.

Webb, A. Langdon , Alfred Lockhart and J. E. Robinson

directors.

Mr. Lockhart retained his position as president of the

bank for twelve successive years, when , owing to the fact

that he became embarrassed through his efforts in the pro

posed railroad enterprise , he retired . Mr. Robinson is still

cashier. The president of the bank is Smith Davis; vice

president, William Common .

REMINISCENCES OF THE LEGAL FRATERNITY.

FROM THE WAYSIDE INN TO THE POPULAR Hotel.

66 9

In 1808 there were ten places duly licensed for $5 apiece

to sell spirituous liquors.

The destroying hand of Time has obliterated them , and

no trace of them now exists save in the recollection of two or

three who are now residents of the village.

The Exchange Hotel , which stood on the south side of

Main street near the park , seems to have taken the lead in

popularity, for from the records it appears that the annual

village meetings were held there .

The American Hotel , on the north side of Main street in

the western part of the village, was erected at an early day,

For the following mention of early business interests

and entertaining reminiscences of the lawyers of Angelica,

we are indebted to Hon . Wilkes Angel, now of Belmont, one

of the oldest and most influential members of the Allegany

county bar. Mr. Angel came to Angelica in June, 1835 , at

the age of twenty.

" Angelica " he says, was then the county town and the

largest village in the county. There was neither raiiroad

nor canal , and the people relied principally on pine lumber

to purchase such necessaries as were not produced at home.

I have seen butter at six cents per pound exchanged for

goods and other produce proportionately cheap. The lum

ber markets were Mount Morris, Dansville, Hammondsport,

and in the southern part of the county the lumber was

rafted into the Allegany river and run to Pittsburgh, Cin

cinnati and other places on the Ohio.

" When I came to Angelica, George Miles was the leading
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and is practicing there now . Zebulon A. Kendall came to

Angelica from Steuben county about 1848, and commenced

practice, and soon after went into partnership with Martin

Grover and continued practice until he died , about 1870 .

He was a man of good ability and an upright, honest lawyer.

Lewis D. Simons studied law with Angel & Grover. He

married a daughter of William G. Angel and moved to San

Francisco, Cal., about 1852 , and died there several years

since . "

The following are the names of the present resident

attorneys of Angelica :

James S. Green , David P. Richardson , Charles N. Flena

gin , Frank S. Smith , Hiram Bowen, A. J. Hibbard and John

Gillies . James S. Green is the present county judge, Charles

N. Flenagin is the present district attorney , and David P.

Richardson is the present member of Congress from this

district .

SCHOOLS.

lawyer. He was then district attorney and soon after re

moved to Michigan, and was subsequently justice of the

Supreme Court of that State . About 1836 Alexander S.

Diven came to Angelica and entered into partnership with

Miles; he remained several years after Miles left and then

removed to Elmira, where he still resides . William G.

Angel was born in Rhode Island in 1790. He removed

with his father to Exeter, Otsego county, in 1792 , and com

menced the practice of law at Burlington, Otsego county ,

about 1818. He was appointed surrogate of the county,

and was three times elected to Congress.

“ Martin Grover studied law in his office and was admitted

to practice in 1834. In 1835 William G. Angel and Martin

Grover removed to Angelica and formed a partnership, under

the firn name of Angel & Grover, which continued up to

1848. Mr. Angel was a member of the constitutional con

vention in 1846, and he was elected county judge in 1848 .

He died at his home in Angelica in 1858. Mr. Grover died

in 1875 , having been a member of Congress, justice of the

Supreme Court and judge of the Court of Appeals.

“ Wilkes Angel was born in Otsego county , in 1815 , re

moved to Angelica with his father in 1835 , and was admitted

to practice in 1837. He was appointed district attorney in

1841 , and master in chancery in 1844. He was elected

member of Assembly in 1860, and State senator in 1861

and 1863. He removed to Belmont in 1866 , and still con

tinues the practice of his profession at that place.

' Lucien P. Wetherby became a law student with Angel &

Grover about 1842 , and subsequently entered into a partner

ship with Emery E. Norton, and succeeded to the business

of A. S. Diven . Wetherby removed to Hudson, Wis .,

about 1856 , and has been twice elected as justice of the

Supreme Court in that State, where he is still living. Nor

ton now resides in Pennsylvania.

“ John B. Cooley was practicing law in Angelica in 1835 .

He was a brilliant man , but of dissipated habits, and left

soon after W. Riley Smith commenced practice about that

time , but left shortly after. Zephaniah Caswell , who was

an old man , doing something in the law business, was dis

sipated and died a pauper. David J. Pulling, a brother-in

law of A : P. Lanning, practiced law in Angelica from 1845

to 1850 and removed west .

“ William Pitt Angel , my oldest brother, published a paper

at Angelica in 1834-36, and subsequently studied law at

Cuba and removed to Ellicottville , Cattaraugus county, in

1840. He was district attorney of Cattaraugus county , In_

dian agent , State prison inspector and member of Assembly.

He removed to Morrisania in 1867 and died in 1869 .

Jantes R. Angel studied law with me at Belmont, was ad

mitted to practice in 1867 , and remained with me, under the

firm of W. & J. R. Angel, till November, 1868, when he re

moved to Morrisania, and is now in successful business in

New York city . Texas Angel, another brother, was ad

mitted about 1867 , commenced practice at Jamestown ,

Chautauqua county, afterward removed to Eau Claire, Wis.,

and was elected district attorney of the county of that

name. He has recently removed to San Francisco, and is

practicing his profession in that city,

" Samuel C. Wilson succeeded W.P. Angel as publisher of

the Angelica Reporter. He was surrogate and judge of the

Court of Common Pleas . He was admitted to practice in

the Supreme Court . He removed from Angelica to Belfast ,

When Angelica was made a village , it sustained common

schools. In 1856 an academy was founded, and for twelve

years it flourished and was the pride of the village . It was

subject to the State Board of Regents, and the studies pur

sued were of a high order. Rev. Samuel Center was made

the first principal, with D. P. Richardson , the present mem

ber of Congress, as first assistant and B. F. Underwood sec

ond assistant .

The successive principals were D. P. Richardson, B. C.

Underwood, Haver, Grunder, John C. Harkness

and Charles S. Richardson.

The academy building, which was pleasantly located on

Main street just east of the park , was destroyed by fire in

November, 1867 , and it has not been rebuilt.

Early in 1879 the place of the old academy was taken by

the Wilson Academy, which came into beirg under these

circumstances :

The late Colonel William Wilson , after making disposi

tion in his will of portions of his estate , added the following

bequest :

* Mindful of the obligations incurred by me during many

years of pleasant social and business relations with the cit

izens of Angelica , and desiring to give expression to the

cherished memories of a lifetime in such manner that those

who come after me may be reminded of , and shall be bene

fitted thereby : Now, therefore, I give , devise and bequeath

all the rest , residue and remainder of my estate into Wil

liam M. Smith , David P. Richardson and Charles D'Autre

mont, of the village of Angelica, as trustees, to have and

to hold the same in trust for the purposes hereinafter speci

fied , jur and during the lives of the said William M. Smith

and David P. Richardson, or the longest liver of them ,

unless the said trust be sooner terminated ; and I hereby

direct my executors to pay over to said trustees the said

rest , residue and remainder."

“ I hereby direct , and it is my will, that the said trustees

take proper measures to establish in the village of Angelica,

or in the school district in which said village is situated, an

academical institution of learning, to be incorporated under

the laws of the State of New York ; and I hereby direct that

the said institution be and remain, and in all respects, un

sectarian , and that it shall not be controlled by any church,

religious society or denomination whatever. It is my desire,
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but not obligatory, that the electors of the corporation of

the said village of Angelica designate a suitable name for

said institution , that the name so designated be borne by said

institution forever,"

Pursuant tņ the request of the testator, the electors of the

village at the last charter election named the institution pro

vided for in the will “ The Wilson Academy."

The following preamble and resolution were unanimously

adopted by the village electors :

“ Whereas, The late Colonel William Wilson has, in and by

the provisions of his last will and testament, provided for

the establishment of an academic institution of learning

in our midst, to be designated by a name to be selected by

the electors of the corporation of the village of Angelica;

and

" Whereas, We desire to express our appreciation and

gratitude in such a manner that the honored name of the

donor may never be severed from the gift , and shall ever be

held in grateful remembrance by the citizens of Angelica ;

therefore

" Resolved, that we, the electors of said corporation , as

sembled at our annual election on this ist day of April , A.

D. 1879 , do hereby select and designate for said institution

the following name and appellation, to wit : The Wilson

Academy ; ' and we hereby declare and enact that said in

stitution shall be duly incorporated under said corporate

name, and shall bear the same forever.”

CHURCH HISTORIES.

the church had suffered with that of the town in the appar

ently groundless fear concerning the validity of land titles .

In May, 1827 , a meeting was held at the house of Samuel

S. Haight, Esq ., the same that is now occupied by Rev.

Mr. Schofield ) to receive the credentials of those who

wished to unite in reviving the Presbyterian church . The

former pastor, Robert Hubbard , was present and opened

the meeting with prayer. Eight persons presented them

selves and measures were taken for reorganizing the church .

During the next two weeks three other persons expressed

a desire to unite with the church , and May 20th , 1827 , the

reorganization was effected . MoseMoses Van Campen, his wife

and Mrs. Johnson, three of the original six , came and re

newed their covenant , and it is probable that most of the

old members returned to the fold .

In ` October, 1827 , Rev. Moses Hunter was installed

second pastor of the church , and four elders were elected ,

namely , Samuel Haight, William Geiger, Vial Thomas

and Moses Van Campen ; deacon , Daniel Lawrence .

The drinking customs of those times are well known, and

their baleful influence, as appears from the records of the

church , had been sadly realized .

Moses Hunter was no drinking pastor and he determined

that the church should be a temperance church . Accord

ingly in 1830, in spite of much disturbance and warm dis

cussions and opposition, the session resolved to require a

total abstinence pledge of all its members and candidates

for membership .

In 1830 and 1831 the first church edifice was erected on

a spot a few rods east of the present house, on the piece of

land adjoining the premises of Mr. J. B. Welch . It

was a plain, old - fashioned house of worship , with large

square pews , the pulpit between the entrance doors

and a raised platform . afterward a gallery, for the

choir at the rear. It was dedicated in September, 1831 ,

and occupied by the church until the winter of 1856. It

was then transferred to the trustees of the ingelica Acade

my, and used by them for school purposes until it was de

stroyed by fire in 1868 .

Moses Hunter was more than an ordinary man .

plain but well educated , being a graduate of Princeton . He

had a piercing black eye, spoke in a low voice, and though

not oratorical he delivered his sermons in an impressive

manner. He was a man of indefatigable industry, and , be

sides preaching three times upon the Sabbath and having

the care of the Sabbath - school , he preached everywhere in

the region round about, gave occasional lectures, had under

his instruction several students in theology , had charge of a

day school with an assistant and worked a small farm for the

support of his family . He grew eccentric in his later years,

especially in the matter of dress, and is remembered as wear

ing everywhere a gray- belted blouse, both in the pulpit and

on his farm , attracting wondering attention among the breth

ren in broadcloth at the Genesee Assembly.

In August, 1833 , Mr. Hunter resigned , and was succeeded

by the Rev. Samuel Wells May, who served the church till

the spring of 1835 .

September 29th, 1835 , Rev. Leverett Hull was installed the

third pastor of the church , and proved himself a most suc

cessful pastor, there being large additions to the church

during his ministry , as well as during that of Mr. May

From the close of Mr. Hull's ministry in November, 1837 ,

PRESBYTERIAN.

He was

The Presbyterian church at Angelica was organized May

6th , 1812 , by Rev. John Niles, pastor of the church in

Bath .

Six persons united to form the first organization , pamely,

Daniel Chamberlain, Elizabeth Chamberlain, Mrs. Prudence

Johnson , James Renwick , Moses Van Campen and Peggy

Van Campen .

Moses Van Campen was the first and for many years the

only ruling elder. According to the original records of

the church , he and the ruling elders of the church in Alfred

( now Almond) constituted the session of both churches .

Rev. Robert Hubbard was installed over the united

churches of Angelica and Alfred three months after their

organization . The ceremony of installation took place in

the open air, on the steps of the house of Evert Van

Wickle, now occupied by Dr. Wakely .

Robert Hubbard was an active, faithful minister, who did

the work of a godly missionary in all this region , preaching

everywhere that opportunity offered, even in places as far

away as Sparta and Dansville. He was a very benevolent

man , and going at one time to preach the first sermon in

Cuba he carried some crackers in his saddle -bags for a poor

woman there who he had heard was sick . His benevolence

was so great that at times it interfered with his reputation as

a prudent provider for his own family.

Services were first held in private houses and at the court

house and school -house. In 1826 Mr. Hubbard was dis

missed from the pastorate . For nearly a year previous there

had been no regular religious services, as the prosperity of
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The officers of the church in 1879 were as follows : Act

ing pastor, Rev. Robert Roy Kendall ; elders, C. P. Arnold,

James Benham , Alfred Lockhart, A. B. Palmer, J. E. Rob

inson ; superintendent of Sunday - school , Frank S. Smith ;

trustees, C. P Arnold , James Lockhart, Robert Lightfoot,

S. G. Horner.

ST . PAUL'S EPISCOPAL.66

to September, 1850, the church had no settled pastor, and

was served by the following clergymen : 1838, Abial Parme

lee ; 1839, O. W. Norton ; 1840, Charles B. Smith ; 1841 ,

George M. Coan ; 1842 , James Smith ; 1843 , 1844, Laurens

Hull; 1845-48 , Horace Fraser ; 1849 , F. V. Warren ; 1850,

Samuel Center,

In 1846, as the church had been without a session for

years and was unable to obtain one , it was voted “ that

the name of the church he changed from Presbyterian to

Congregational , and that it be governed in its individual

capacity on that principle.” A large Congregational element

which had come in from the Eastern States probably led to

this measure, as a solution of the difficulties by which the

church was surrounded . A cominittee of three was appoint

ed to look after the interests of the church . It continued

to send delegates to the presbytery and submitted its records

for examination , so the Congregational principle was hardly

adopted . It was at this time (during Mr. Fraser's ministry)

that the church ceased to look to the Home Missionary So

ciety for aid and became self- supporting

September 30th, 1850, Rev. Tyrrell Blair was installed

the fourth pastor of the church . He served with acceptance

and profit until his death in 1855 .

October 27th , 1851 , the vote changing the government of

the church from Congregational to Presbyterian was re

pealed , and a new session appointed, including Saxton Burr,

William B. Colson, Alfred Lockhart and Vial Thomas.

Mr. Blair's ministry was much broken in upon by ill health ;

yet under his pastorate the church revived , the standard of

piety was raised , interest in missionary work was awakened

and benevolent contributions were cheerfully given .

In May, 1856, Rev. Henry E. Niles, who had received a

unanimous call to become pastor of the church , entered upon

his work . It was now that the new church was erected and

dedicated ( January, 1857 ) , and a comfortable parsonage

purchased

The church was inspired with new vigor, and larger ac

cessions to its numbers were received .

Meanwhile the Presbytery of Angelica, to which this

church belonged, had been dissolved . In consequence, for

convenience, the church once more became Congregational,

in February, 1857 .

When, early in 1859 , delegates met at Olean and the Gene

see Valley Presbytery was formed, this church was repre

sented, and January 18th , 1859 , the church was for the fifth

time reorganized, with the following officers : Elders, H. S.

Beals , Alfred Lockhart, w . J. Niles and A. B. Palmer ;

deacons, Saxton Burr and Vial Thomas .

During the ministry of Mr. Niles the church shared in

the general prosperity of the village, and was blessed materi

ally and spiritually . In May, 1860, Rev. Elijah W. Stoddard

entered the field , and faithfully served the church during the

period of the civil war. In October, 1864, Rev. Elias L.

Boing was installed the fifth pastor of the church , and dur

ing his pastorate of three years the church edifice was re

modeled, an organ purchased , and also a large addition re

ceived to the membership of the church . In June , 1868,

Rev. John Reid was installed the sixth pastor of the church ;

he remained until April , 1874. From August , 1874, to May,

1877 , Rev. F. S. Hayden was acting pastor of the church.

In November, 1877 , Rev. Robert Roy Kendall became act

ing pastor.

The first Episcopal services known to have been held in

Angelica were conducted by Rev. Davenport Phelps , a mis

sionary. The Right Rev. John Henry Hobart, D. D. ,

visited Angelica and held services in the old court - house

in 1821 .

Rev. Caleb Hopkins was the first clergyman who held

Episcopal services in the village regularly. He died there

and is buried in the Angelica cemetery .

In the year 1827 the Rev. William W. Bostwick, mis

sionary at Bath , Steuben county , reported to the convention

in New York that he had been invited to visit Allegany

county for the prirpose of baptizing children .

" At Angelica and its vicinity he found several Episcopal

families, who were anxious for the services of the church

and the organization of a congregation . On a second visita

tion a church was organized under the title of St. Paul's

Church . Several children were baptized and the holy com

munion administered to sixteen individuals."

The parish was organized in 1827. The first wardens

were Philip Church and James Wilson .

Bishop Hobart visited the parish in 1828, preaching in

the court - house , confirming thirty persons. Rev. Mr. Bost

wick ceased his labors in this parish in 1828 .

Rev. M. P. Bennett succeeded him, and remained in

charge until 1830, when he resigned. The corner stone

of the church building was laid by Rev. William W. Bost

wick , in 1831 .

Rev. Lewis Thibou took charge of the parish August

nith , 1831 .

August róth , 1832 , Bishop Benjamin T. Onderdonk visited

the parish and confirmed nine persons.

In August , 1833 , the church (then in process of erection)

was struck and very much damaged by lightning.

August 30th , 1834, it was consecrated by Right Rev. Ben

jamin T. Onderdonk.

May ist, 1835 , the Rev. L. Thibou resigned , and in the

month of June following the church was supplied by Rev.

N. F. Bruce. May ist, 1838, Rev. Lewis Thibou returned

and again became rector of the parish .

February roth , 1847 , the church building was destroyed

by fire. July 23d , 1848, the church , having been rebuilt,

consecrated by Right Rev. William H. Delancey,

D. D.

In the spring of 1857 Rev. Mr. Thibou resigned his rec

torship .

In June, 1857 , the Rev: Robert Horwood became rector

of the parish. He resigned June 13th , 1863 .

June 28th , 1863 , Rev. M. Scofield began to officiate

as rector, and continued in charge until February 1oth,

1867 .

Rev. Joseph Hunter was rector from 1867 to 1870 ; Rev.

J. C. L. Jones from 1871 to 1872 , and Rev. John Leech

from 1872 to 1874 .

Rev. M. Scofield again took charge of the parish , March

:

was
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19th , 1876 , officiating in Christ's Church, Belvidere, one

half the time , until December of the same year, when, on

the death of Rev. Lewis Thibou (rector of St. Philip's

Church , Belmont) , November 28th , 1876, he was called to

the rectorship of that church, and has since officiated one

half the time in St. Paul's Church , Angelica .

FIRST METHODIST EPISCOPAL ,

This church was organized about 1827 , by Rev. — Dewey.

The following named were among the first members :

David N. Barnum and wife, Enos Shaw and wife, Mrs.

Margaret Kinghorn and others .

The records of the church previous to the year 1835 have

been lost , so that the history up to that date will want some

what in definiteness. For a long time this church was the

center of a large circuit , its pastor having charge of several

other societies ; but as time has passed the charge has grown

smaller and smaller, until now (1879) there are but two out

appointments , where services are held alternate Sundays.

The names of pastors since 1835 , with the years in which

they served , are as follows : 1835 , 1836, Rev. M. Kinney ;

1836 , 1837 , A. Wright ; 1837-39 , Asa Orcutt ; 1839 , Carlos

Gould ; 1841 , 1842 ; M. St. John ; 1842 , 1843 , Ira Brownson ;

1843-45 , T. M. McElhany ; 1845 , 1846 , Milo Scott ; 1846 ,

1847 , S. Doolittle ; 1847-49 , Carlos Gould ; 1849 , 1850,

V. Brownell ; 1850, 1851 , A. Barber ; 1851-53 , W. Has

kill ; 1853 , 1854, M. Guernsy ; 1854-56 , G. J. Dubois ;

1856 , 1857 , R. Harrington ; 1857 , 1858 , E. D. Rosa ; 1858-60 ,

John Spinks ; 1860-62 , E. P. Huntington ; 1862 , 1863. J. B.

Knott ; 1863-66, W. Cochran ; 1866, 1867 , L. T. Hawkins ;

1867-69, William D. Taylor ; 1869 , 1870, W. C. Mathison ;

1870-72 , Azel Fillmore ; 1872-75 , L. S. Crittenden ; 1875 ,

1876 , also in 1876-77 , J. L. Rusbridge nine months , W.

C. Wilbor (three months) ; 1877 , C. Dillenbeck ; 1877-79,

E. P. Hubbell . (When two pastors are here mentioned as

having served in the same year, reference is made to confer

ence years, which here begin in the spring or autumn.)

The first church building, of wood, was dedicated in

1830. The second , of brick , was dedicated in October,

1873. The society owns a good parsonage next door to the

church , and its property is free from debt , an obligation of

$ 1,750 having been discharged during the past year ( 1878) .

Shepherd, E. S. Palmer , H. Huntley and John N. Ames.

The church edifice , which remains unchanged , except for

being repainted and undergoing some slight repairs as occa

sion has required since its erection , was dedicated January

20th , 1859

The information from which the above is written is de

rived from a sketch of the church printed in the minutes of

the Allegany Baptist Assuciation , and from a communica

tion from the present church clerk .

ANGELICA LODGE, A. O. U. W.

Angelica Lodge , Ancient Order of United Workmen, was

instituted April 26th , 1879 , by D. D. G. M.W. , J. W. Bartlett ,

assisted by several of the officers and members of Belmont

Lodge, No. 145 , A. O. U. W.

The charter members were as follows : Horace E. Dud .

ley, J. Haller Eggleston , Mitchel S. Blair, Charles R. Van

dervort , A. P. Wilson , William H. Withey, Solon D. Clapp,

John Gillies, Judson G. Hooker, George R. Cooley, James

B. Robinson , E. P. Blanchard, George A. Clapp, William

C. Scheanck .

The following officers were duly elected and installed :

P. M. W., Mitchel S. Blair ; M. W. , A. F. Wilson ; G. F. ,

John Gillies ; O. , Horace E. Dudley ; R. , J. Haller Eggles

ton ; F. , George R. Cooley ; Rec. , William C. Scheanck ; G. ,

Solon D. Clapp ; I. W. , E. P. Blanchard ; O. W. , James B.

Robinson .

BIOGRAPHICAL.

JUDGE GROVER.

FIRST BAPTIST .

Hon . Martin Grover was born in Hartwick , Otsego

county, N. Y, in 1811. His father was a farmer, and though

possessed of but limited means, he was endowed with that

energy of character and unbending integrity which so dis

tinguished his son .

Mr. Grover had only the advantages of an academic edu

cation , his limited means preventing him from pursuing a

collegiate course . His lack of early education , however,

was compensated by his energy , industry and self-reliance .

He illustrated , to some extent , the truth of Gibbon's

remark that a liberal education was of but little avail except

to him who did not need it .

He began his career as a teacher of common schools , and

while thus engaged pursued the study of his profession

(law) in Otsego county with the late Hon. William G. Angel.

On the removal of that gentleman to Hammondsport,

Steuben county, he accompanied him , and after their re

moval to Angelica in 1835 he became his partner, in which

relation they continued during several years . Mr. Grover

continued to reside in Angelica till his death . His logical

mind, the acuteness of his perceptive faculties, his retentive

memory and his untiring energy soon led him to a promin

ent position at the bar of western New York .

As an advocate he was distinguished more for strength than

for polish . He spoke rapidly and used plain , blunt language ;

but in his efforts before juries he exercised an ingenuity

that rarely failed to make an impression .

He was an active and adroit politician , and an able polit

The First Baptist church of Angelica was organized July

18th , 1834 , with twelve members.

The following pastors or supplies have served the church

in the order in which they are named : Rev. H : E. Prannser,

Rev. J. P. Evans, Rev. James Salmon , Rev. E. T. Jacobs .

Rev. R. Sabin , Rev. V. Bemis, Rev. C. G. Smith , Rev. O.

B. Call , Rev. C. A. Newland , Rev. H. H. Randall , Rev. C.

B. Reed , Rev. O. Munger, Prof. J. Hendrick, Rev. B. F.

Mace, Rev. J. R. Merriman , Rev. J. E. Howd, Rev. G. E.

Eldridge and , since February ist , 1876 , Rev. G. E. Weeks,

of Belinont.

The church has been much of the time without a pastor,

and the desk has been filled occasionally by preachers whose

names cannot now be recalled .

The office of deacon has been filled by Lyman Chaffee,

H. Huntly and William Lytle.

The clerks have been as follows : J. Whitman, jr. , H.

Phelps, Joel Fosdick , John Post, Lyrnan Chaffee, Harris

>
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careless in his dress , as we have already stated , but after his

election to Congress and his elevation to the bench he dress

ed with scrupulous care and taste ."

ical debater . He was a Democrat till 1848, when he

" swung off " on the Buffalo Platform . He was elected to

Congress in 1845 , and took an active part in the heated

discussions of the slavery question. In these he stood

side by side with Hon . David Wilmot and other leading

“ Barnburners ” in opposition to slavery extension . He was

one of the leaders in the support of Martin Van Buren

during the campaign of 1848 , but in 1852 he was an ener

getic supporter of Franklin Pierce. In 1850, when the old

“ Hunker” Democrats and “ Silver-gray” Whigs became the

Democratic party, and the " WoolyHeads" and Free Soilers or

Barnburners came to be known as Republicans, Mr. Grover

was found in the ranks of the latter, where he continued

till after the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860 . About

1863 he became dissatisfied with some of the measures of

the dominant party in regard to the war, and especially

with the issue of depreciated currency , and again sought
refuge among the Democrats, where he remained till his

death .

In 1857 he was appointed to fill a vacancy on the bench

of the Supreme Court in this judicial district , occasioned by

the death of Judge Sill ; and after serving during the term

for which he was appointed he was, in 1859, elected to

the same office. He discharged the duties of this position

with dignity, fidelity and honor. In 1870 he was elected

judge of the Court of Appeals, where he acquired an envi

able reputation as a jurist. He continued in this position

till his death in 1875 .

In 1845 he married a niece of his preceptor and partner,

Miss Emily Whitmore, who survives him . He left no

children. His ample fortune was accumulated by the prac

tice of strict economy. He began life with nothing, and he

never engaged in speculation to any extent. It is said of

him that in his prime his profession absorbed his attention

to such an extent that he was utterly careless of his personal

appearance, and thus came to be known as “ the ragged

lawyer." This trait , as well as his more admirable ones , was

thus alluded to by Mr. L. B. Proctor in an address before

the Livingston County Historical Society :

“ Many of my audience have doubtless seen that striking

picture ‘ Fashion and Famine, ' where the keen exemplifica

tion of contrasts is so vividly given . But this picture is

scarcely less startling than the contrast between Martin Gro

ver's attire and his almost majestic intellect . The one was

admirable, the other — what shall I say it ?-it was nearly

allied to squalor. And yet, as I have said on another occa

sion , he was intellect in its amplitude, eloquence almost in

its perfection , talents in their affluence, mind in its triumphs.

He was one of the most formidable opponents that ever

stood at the bar . You could do nothing with him , -make

no calculations for himn ,-could never tell in what manner

or where his blows would fall , or where his points of attack

would be. As a judge his character rested ' on a granite

base. ' An inflexible independence kept guard over his in

tellect . He had strong partisan feeling and bitter political

prejudices; but in the discharge of his judicial duties party

politics and friends were alike forgotten . His integrity was

never called in question in his public or private relations.

And yet his career as a trial or nisi prius judge was frequent

ly criticised by counsel, who, to use his own language, when

they got beat 'would either appeal or go down to the hotel and

swear at the court . ' In his early days Judge Grover was

HON . WILLIAM G. ANGEL, who died in Angelica October

13th , 1858 , was a native of Rhode Island , and was born in

1790 . He came with his father, William Angel , to Exeter,

Otsego county, in 1792. That county was then almost wholly

uncultivated , with only here and there small colonies of pio

neer settlers .

The subject of this article did not have the advantages of

even a common school education , but was a self - educated

and self -made man . He studied his profession as a lawyer

for seven years under extremely discouraging circumstances.

He was admitted to the bar and commenced practice at

Burlington , Otsego county, and very soon exhibited those

sterling qualities which gave him prominence among the

ablest lawyers of the State . He was surrogate of Otsego

county, and represented the county six years in Congress ,

during Adams and Jackson's administrations. He came to

Angelica in 1835 , and entered into parternership with Mar

tin Grover, and for twelve or fourteen years the law firm of

Angel & Grover was the strongest in the county. While a

resident of this county he was loan commissioner, canal

appraiser, a member of the constitutional convention of

1846 , and county judge.

He was a man of excellent judgment, an honest as well

as a good lawyer, a man of large benevolence and emphati

cally the poor man's friend He died comparatively poor

as far as this world's goods are concerned, but rich in all

the qualities of character that constitute a true and noble

manhood.

Hon . WILKES ANGEL, son of William G., was born in

Exeter, Otsego county, N. Y. , February 26th , 1815. He

was educated in a common schools and at Hartwick Academy.

He removed with his father to Hammondsport, Steuben

county , in 1833 , and thence to Angelica in 1835. He

studied law with Angel & Grover, and was admitted to the

bar in 1837. He commenced practice at Cuba in 1838, re

moved to Angelica in 1844 , and thence to Belmont in 1866 .

He was married to Hannah M. Marble December 23d , 1841 .

They have no children living.

He was appointed district attorney of Allegany county

in 1841 , and master in chancery, by Governor Silas Wright,

in 1844. He has been supervisor of Angelica and of Amity,

and during one session of the board of supervisors lie was

chairman.

He was elected to the Assembly in 1860 , and to the Senate,

from the 30th district , in 1861 and 1863. In the Assembly

he was second on the Committee of Ways and Means, of

which Governor Robinson was chairman , and was a member

of the Committee on Cities .

He was chairman of the Committee on Railroads during

his four years service in the Senate ; was a member of the

Finance Committee, and of other minor committees.

In the various positions which he has been called to fill,

and in the discharge of his professional duties, Mr. Angel

has uniformly shown marked ability. He is a man of strict

integrity, and he is noted for his large benevolence . Although

not orthodox in his religious faith , his sincerity is unques

tioned ; and while he is unobtrusive, he is fearless in the

expression of his opinion.
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lives on .

John W. Ayers was born in Angelica , on the farm he now

His father came to Angelica in 1805 . Mr.

Ayers married Miss Electa Frace , a native of New Jersey .

His post office address is Transit Bridge.

Handy Bellamy, son of Silas and Betsy Bellamy ( formerly

Betsy Knight), was born in Scio , in 1813. His wife, form .

erly Miss Betsy Morse, was a native of Penn Yan , Yates

county.

John Belle was born in Geneva, N. Y. , in 1803, and came

to Allegany county at an early date. He married Miss

Sarah T. Smith for his first wife . She died in 1848 , and in

1850 he married Miss Maria Dean , a native of New Jersey.

Her father, Daniel Dean, was an early hotel keeper, and he

acted as agent for Judge Philip Church in selling land. He

died in Ontario county , nearly ninety - six years old . Mr.

J. Belle is a farmer and blacksmith .

M. S. Blair, a native of Durham , Greene county, N. Y. ,

was born December 15th , 1838, and became a resident of

Angelica in October, 1850. He married Miss Harriet M.

Denison , of Forestville, N. Y. , December 23d, 1860. Mr.

Blair has served as supervisor five years, and is the present

postmaster. He is engaged in the mercantile business.

Norton Brown was born in Hartford , Washington county

in 1828. His grandfather, Amasa Brown, was the founder

of Brown University, in Rhode Island . His father, David

Brown , was a miller, as is his son Norton , and has served

three years as deputy sheriff, and afterwards as sheriff and

supervisor. Mr. Norton Brown married Miss Mary Ham

mond , of Angelica.

C. P. Carver, dentist, was born in Livingston county, in

1835. In 1853 he went to Dakota Territory . He com

menced the study of his profession in 1854, and attended

lectures in Buffalo and Chicago. He married Miss Baylor,

a native of Livingston county, in 1842 , and came to An

gelica in 1860.

Bert Castaline, a farmer and resident of Angelica , was

born in West Almond in 1847 .

A. Chamberlain was born in Belfast , in 1829. His father,

Daniel Chamberlain, came from Vermont with his parents

when but two years old . Mr. Chamberlain's wife was Miss

Webster, a native of Hartford , Washington county. Mr.

Chamberlain has always followed the occupation of a farmer.

Robert H. Charles was born in Ireland in 1814. He

came to America in 1836 and made his home in Angelica.

He was married to his first wife in Ireland , April 2nd , 1832 .

She died in 1875. Mr. Charles had four sons in the army,

two of whom were killed and two crippled Mr. Charles is

a well known farmer.

R. S. Charles , son of Richard Charles, M. D. , was born

in Angelica in 1830. He married Miss Lloyd, a native of

Pennsylvania. His father was a native of Ireland . He

graduated in Glasgow, and also in New York and Philadel

phia, and came to Allegany county about 1823 , locating in

Almond, where he began the practice of his profession . He

afterward removed to Angelica, where he died in 1863 .

Jeremiah Closser, a native of Grove, was born in 1835 .

He subsequently removed to Angelica, where he now lives

and follows the business of farming.

J. R. Common was born in Angelica , in 1839. His father

was from England and his mother a native of Scotland . He

married Miss Annie Schowles , a native of Ireland . They

have two children , both boys .

Joshua A. Davis was born in Otsego county , N. Y. , in

1832 , and came when four years old to Angelica with his

father. He married Miss Ella E. Davis, who was also born

in Otsego.

Smith Davis, president of the First National Bank of

Angelica , was born in Morris, Otsego county , October 7th ,

1808 , and came to Angelica in the autumn of 1817 , from But.

ternuts . He married for his first wife Miss Prudence N.

Wright, of Greenwich , September 23d , 1834 and October

30th , 1873 , he married Jane A. Kendrick, of Hillsdale , Mich .

C. P. Engle was born in West Almond in 1845. His fa

ther came to Allegany county in the early days. Mr. Engle

removed to Angelica, where he established himself as a

butcher and dealer in meats, in 1869 .

William M. Franklin was born in Brookfield, Madison

county, in 1825. He came to Allegany county in 1846 , lo

cating in Allen . His wife , formerly Miss Sarah A. Walker,

was a native of that town . He removed to Angelica at a

subsequent date, where he now lives , engaged in farming.

Hon. CHARLES N. FLENAGIN was born in Hume, Septem

ber 30th, 1839 , and was educated at Genesee Conference

Seminary, Pike, Wyoming county . In 1860 he entered the

law office of E. E. Harding, of Hume, to prepare himself for

the legal profession , and began to practice in that town in

1864. In 1874 he removed to Angelica . His political life

has been an active one since he attained his majority . He

has been clerk and justice of the peace in his native town ,

represented Hume in the board of supervisors two years ,

and was attorney for the board of excise of Allegany county

until the law was changed under which he held the position .

He represented Allegany county in the Assembly in 1869

and 1870. In 1874 he was elected district attorney and re

elected in 1877. He married Miss Elizabeth Abbott, daugh

ter of Doctor Abtott , of Pike , Wyoming county.

JOSEPH GILLIES.— Few names are better known or more

respected in Allegany county than that of Joseph Gillies ,

and few men are more popular than its possessor. Born in

Scotland September 9th , 1825 , he married Miss Helen

Kissock , June 30 , 1846 , and afterward emigrated to Amer

ica . He has been a resident of the county since 1854 ,

having previously lived in the adjoining county of Living

ston , and a number of years in Almond prior to his re

moval to Angelica.

Since he became a citizen of the United States, in early

manhood, he has taken a lively interest in its institutions

and has been zealous in promoting its welfare and prosper

ity . In politics he has been a steadfast Republican , not only

through the trying years of civil war but through the

scarcely less trying but less sanguinary political contests

which have succeeded that period .

Mr. Gillies's official career has been no less varied than

responsible. He was appointed enrolling officer of Almond

in 1863 , by ex - Governor Edwin D. Morgan, only to be

chosen before the close of that year to the position of

special agent of the provost marshal's office of the twenty

seventh Congressional district of New York ; and in 1865

he received an appointment as revenue assessor for the

eastern district of Allegany county. In 1870 he was elected

to the office of sheriff of Allegany county , and discharged

its àuties with credit to himself and satisfaction to those

by whose favor he had been thus honored ; and it is but

justice to remark that no incumbent of that responsible
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position has been more popular than Mr. Gillies,and that he

would only need to announce himself as a candidate for re

election to be again installed in the most exalted office in

the county. For several years he has not sought political

preferment , but he has been active in political work when

such service has been required at his hands or when his in

fluence was essential . When not so engaged he has devoted

all his energies to the establishment and maintenance of the

favorable reputation which the Charles Hotel has obtained

under his popular management.

James G. GREEN , who has been judge of Allegany county

since January 1st, 1871 , took up his residence at Angelica

August 8th , 1846 , coming from Naples, Ontario county.

Besides his judicial position he has served as school com

missioner and magistrate . He was born December 3d ,

1823 , in Jerusalem , Yates county , N. Y. , and was married

January roth, 1860 , to Helen M. Smith , of Canisteo, Steuben

county .

Charles Graham, carpenter and joiner, was born in An

gelica in 1841. His wife was formerly Miss Mary McCarthy,

a native of Ireland , who came to this country when an

infant. They have four daughters, named Carrie , Ella,

Lizzie and Mary.

Daniel D. Gardiner, farmer, and treasurer of Allegany

county, was born in Eaton , Madison county, March 2nd ,

1824, and came to Angelica in August , 1836. He married

Miss Julia L. Porter, of Seneca Falls , February 20th , 1849 .

Mr. Gardiner has served as county treasurer for twenty - four

years, and was elected for a term of three years more, be

ginning January ist , 1879 .

Lewis Graham, farmer, a native and life -long resident

of Angelica, was born upon his father's old homestead in

1839. He married Miss Helen O'Brien , a native of Alle

gany county.

Thomas Graham was born in Northumberland, England ,

in 1818 and came to this county with his father when he

was fifteen years of age. He married Rachel Hawley, a

native of Ontario county . His business is farming.

Benjamin T. Green was born in Almond in 1849. He

went to Pennsylvania, after living a time in Andover, and

in 1854 returned to Allegany county and settled in An

gelica .

Henry P. Green , a native of Steuben county, was born in

1838 and came, when a child , with his parents, to Almond .

After living in different localities several years, he came,
in

1847 , to Angelica, and located on the farm where he now

lives , in 1871. He married Miss Sarah Dunning, of West

Almond.

Joel R. Green was born in Greene county, March 7th ,

1324. He came to Allegany county in 1850 and located in

West Almond . During the war he was in the 188th N. Y.

volunteers, serving during the nine months before the close

of the war as fifer. He married Miss Amelia Jane Gregory,

of Steuben county. He subsequently moved to Angelica,

where he lives at the present time.

John Herdman was born in Northumberland , England ,

December 11th , 1826. He married Jane Wharton , a native

of England . They came to this country in 1853 , and located

in Angelica. They have eleven children , four girls and

seven bovs .

John C. Henderson was born in Avoca, Steuben county,

in 1847 . He came to Allegany county and located at An :

gelica in 1871. He married Miss Sarah Jeanette Macfee ,

of Steuben county .

Alfred J. Hibbard was born in Wayne county, in 1853 .

He came to Angelica in 1877 , where he lives at the present

time, engaged in the practice of law . He began the study

of his profession in Wayne county, and graduated at Albany

law school in the class of 1876 .

John Hills was born in 1828 , in Washington county . In

1835 he came to Allegany county with his father, and settled

in West Almond. His father served in the war of 1812 .

He had fourteen children , and he and his wife lived to see

eleven of them married . John Hills married Miss Mary E.

Mason, of Nunda, Livingston county. They have two chil .

dren living

Levi Horner was born in New Jersey, in 1812 , and came

to Allegany county in 1823, locating in Amity. He removed

to Angelica in 1837. His wife was Miss Ann Gorton , a na

tive of Oneida county.

S. G. Horner was born in Angelica, in 1846. His busi

ness, that of hardware dealer, was established in 1873 , and

the present firm of S. G. Horner & Company was formed on

the 16th of July, 1877 .

Harry Hooker was born in Angelica, in 1814. His par

ents were both natives of Windham county, Vt. Mr. Hooker

married Miss Sally Jane Rivenburgh, a native of Cattarau

gus county . Mr. Hooker is a farmer by occupation .

JAMES LOCKHART, merchant , was born in Almond, July

30th , 1810, and became a resident of Angelica in 1828 . He

married Miss Henrietta Woodruff, of Ithaca, November 23d ,

1854 .

S. P. Lowe was born in Sherburne, N. Y. , in 1828 . He

married Miss Lydia Ann Shaw, of Angelica Mr. Lowe re.

sides in Angelica, where he carries on a livery business.

Charles Lownsbury was born in Belfast , in 1835. His fa

ther, Matthew Lownsbury, settled there at an early date.

Mr. Lownsbury married Miss Delia Renwick, of Angelica.

He is among the most enterprising farmers in the town .

P. G. Maynew was born in Dutchess county , in 1845. He

came when about ten years old , with his parents, and located

in the town of Grove. They moved to Livingston county ,

where his father died. He served in the 104th (Wadsworth

Guards) five years, and afterward went to Angelica, where he

married Miss Elizabeth Way.

Newman Morse, a native of Woodstock , Windham county,

Conn . , was born in 1793. He came to Allegany county at

an early date, and lived in Wellsville until 1864 , when he re

moved to Angelica . He was drafted into the military service

in 1812 and served his time . He now draws a pension . Mr.

Morse is the only surviving member of his family.

Seth Oaks was born in Angelica,upon the same farm upon

which he now lives , in 1826 .
He married Miss Margaret

Scott , a native of Scotland . She came to this country with

her father, and settled in Angelica .

S. D. Peavy was born in Oneida county, in 1804 . He

located in Allen as early as 1821 , in what is called Peavy

Settlement , and came to Angelica about 1853. He married

for his first wife Miss Adelia Smith , who died in 1875 . He

has since married Miss Markham, of Otsego county .

A. J. Pierce, shoemaker, was born in the town of Ward

in 1842. His father was a farmer and an early settler'in the

county. Mr. Pierce , married Sabrina D. Silsby, a native of

Pennsylvania . He served during the war in the 104th
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years old .

(Wadsworth Guards , and was wounded in the battle of

Gettysburg

John Rawson was born in Angelica , in 1817. His father,

Isaac Rawson , came to Allegany county at an early date .

He pursued the different occupations of carpenter and

joiner, millwright and farmer. Mr. John Rawson is a

farmer and lumberman .

Adam Renwick was born in Scotland in 1815 , and came

with his father to Allegany county when he was two

His mother died previous to their leaving

Scotland . Mr. Renwick has lived upon the same farm

since 1824. He married Miss Diana Phippen , of Angelica ,

who died in 1866 .

Francis Renwick, a native of Angelica , was born in 1810 .

His father was an Englishman . Mr. Renwick is a farmer ,

His wife was formerly Miss Rebecca Davison , of New

Jersey.

Rufus Sabin, retired pastor, was born in Pomfret,

Windham county, Conn . , January 13th , 1792 , and was

married October 20th , 1818, to Lucretia Thurston, of

Springfield, Otsego county, and a second time August 18th ,

1839 , to Hester Botsford , of Granger. Mr. Sabin removed

to Springfield, Otsego county, in 1816 and afterwards

changed his residence a number of times until his location

in Angelica .

Elery Sanford was born in New Lebanon , Columbia

county, in 1828 . His parents came from Rhode Island .

His father died when he was ten years old , and his mother

in 1870.

John W. Schowles , wagon -maker, was born in Ireland , in

1839 . He came to this country when three years old , with

his father, mother, and one sister. After living in Indiana

four years they returned to Ireland , but again came to

America seven years later and located in Birdsall . In 1864

Mr. Schowles came to Angelica . He married Miss Lydia Ann

Manning, of Palmyra, N. Y.

William Seiver was born in Wittenberg , Germany, in 1839 .

He came to this country with his father in 1849 and located

at Nunda, Livingston county . After living there two years.

they came to Angelica. Mr. Seiver is a blacksmith . His

wife was Miss Christina Schroder, a native of Hanover.

Mr. Seiver was a faithful soldier in the late war, participating

in many battles.

Hiram Smith was born in 1808, in Geneva, Ontario

county . He came to Angelica in 1853 and settled on the

farm upon which he now lives . Mr. Smith married Miss

Betsey A. Thompson, of Ovid, N. Y.

C. D. Thomas was born in Angelica , in 1842 .

for several years been engaged in the sale of drugs , medi

cines and fancy articles , at Angelica .

George W. Thomas, dealer in drugs and books, was born

in Angelica, May 25th , 1825. He married Miss Julia Hart

Thurston, of Elmira, June 7th , 1871 .

Solomon H. Tracy, a native of Canandaigua, was born in

1829. When he was ten years old , he came with his father

to Belmont. He married in 1852 , in Canandaigua . In 1854.

he removed to Angelica, where he is engaged in farming and

stock - breeding.

David Wafler was born in Switzerland, in 1810. He came

to this country in 1836. After staying in New York a year

he went to Rochester, and from there to Allen in 1850. In

1851 he removed to Angelica ,butdid not make a permanent
stay there, as he removed to West Almond in 1864, remain

ing in that place until 1873 , when he returned to Angelica.

His first wife was a native of Switzerland . His second wife

was Miss Catharine Gibson, of Angelica .

James M. Walker was born in Allen , in 1848. His father,

George Walker, was an early settler in the county. Mr.

Walker married Miss Ella Walker, a resident of the town

of Allen . He removed to Angelica in 1876.

Norman Webster was born in Angelica, in 1835. William

Webster, his father, came to the town in 1832. Mr. Web

ster married Miss Elizabeth Chamberlain, also of Angelica.

His occupation is farming .

Nathaniel Weir was born in Washington county, in 1833 .

He went to Birdsall when he was thirteen years old, and sub

sequently to Angelica . He married Miss Marion Terwilliger.

William Wilson was a native and during his entire life

a resident of this county. He was born in the town of

Allen, January 30th , 1810. He was the first white child

born in the town , and the first person baptized in the parish

of St. Paul's . He was extensively engaged in agriculture, and

he made the rearing of fine blooded stock something of a

specialty. He represented his town on the board of super

visors , and during the session of 1866 he was a member of

the Assembly, where he served with that intelligence and

integrity which always characterized him .

In 1868 he was stricken with paralysis,from which he never

fully recovered . During the latter part of his life he passed

a portion of each year in Florida, where he was largely and

profitably engaged in orange culture. By a life of honest

industry and economy he accumulated an ample fortune.

He had no children . By his will , after providing liberally

for his widow, and making some other bequests, he directed

that the balance of his estate be placed in the hands of trus

tees for the purpose of founding a school in the village of

Angelica, where his residence had been during the latter

portion of his life . The language of the will was :

“ I hereby direct that the said institution be and remain in

in all resp.cts unsectarian , and that it shall not be controlled

by any church, religious society or denomination whatever.

It is my desire , but not obligatory , that the electors of the

corporation of the said village of Angelica designate a suitable

name for said institution , and that the name so designated

be borne by said institution forever."

The amount of this bequest was about thirty thousand

dollars . In accordance with the request of the testator the

electors of the village voted at their charter election that

the institution should be called THE WILSON ACADEMY.

He died after a lingering and painful illness, March 8th,

1879

William H. WITHEY was born in Friendship, March 25th,

1831. He lived on the farm until his sixteenth year, when

he learned the millwright's trade, which he followed until he

attained his majority, when he entered Alfred University,

where he remained several terms. December 31st, 1857 , he

was married to Miss Amanda M. Beers, of Bolivar. He was

afterward engaged in trade and lumbering until he volun

teered in the fall of 1861 and joined the 28th regiment N.

Y. S. volunteers, with which he served until discharged. In

August, 1864, he raised a company, which was mustered into

service September 27th as Company B, 189th regiment N.

Y. S. volunteers, of which he was elected niajor, and served

until mustered out . Mr. Withey, who is now sheriff of Alle

gany county, has served as deputy census marshal and two

years as canal superintendent.
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THE TOWN OF BELFAST.

B

in 1867. Gradually the ax and the torch of the land

clearer made encroachments on the forest, and the plow and

the seed of the sower followed until , almost imperceptibly,

the men of the town had changed from a community of

lumbermen to a community of farmers. The products of

their lands grew more plentiful every year, as there was a

demand for them in the markets furnished by the Genesee

Valley Canal, which crosses the northwest part of the town,

in the valley of Block creek , and the Erie Railway, which

has always been accessible to residents of Belfast by means

of roads communicating with its stations in adjoining

towns. As the superior adaptation of the soil of the

town to grazing purposes began to be apparent , much of

the land that had previously been given to the cultivation

of grain was transformed into pasture, and in time the

manufacture of butter and cheese became so extensive that

the introduction of factories with superior facilities became

both necessary and profitable. The first man in the town

to turn his attention to the manufacture of cheese in quan

tities was Justus H. Neely, who had been in the business

in Herkimer county from boyhood, and who came into

Belfast in 1844. His present establishment is known as

the White Creek Cheese Factory," and was erected by

Mr. Neely, in 1872. Another large factory is that known

as the " Belfast Cheese Factory,” which was erected three

years earlier by Messrs. Kinney & Gunn. It is a building

one hundred and fifty-six feet long and thirty -two feet wide.

Each of these establishments does a business amounting to

thousand of dollars annually . There are several other

cheese factories in the town , all of which do a good busi

ness.

About a mile above the mouth of White creek is a quarry

from which large quantities of stone are taken annually .

In former years a grindstone quarry was worked with

scme success in the vicinity of Rockville. In the early

days, and perhaps at a later date, the residents of the town

frequently selected stone from this quarry and with the aid

of the chisel fashioned them into rude but effective grind

stones for home use.

ELFAST is one of the twelve towns of Allegany

county which originally formed a portion of

the Holland Purchase.

The following statistics will not prove unin

teresting as showing the wealth and population of

the town , and the rapidity with which it has ad

vanced to its present status : Assessed valuation of

real estate, $ 405,755; of personal property, $ 14,975 ; aggre

gate equalized valuation , $519,020 ; amount of county tax ,

$1,582 ; town tax , $656.81 ; State tax, $ 1,181.53 .

The population at different periods is exhibited by the

following figures: 1830 , 743 ; 1835 , 1,035 ; 1840 , 1,646 ; 1845 ,

1,417 ; 1850, 1,679 ; 1055 , 2,130 ; 1860 , 1,827 ; 1865 , 1,689 ;

1870 , 1,488 ; 1875 , 1,598.

The following interesting dairy statistics are extracted

from the report of the census of the State of New York for

1875 : Average number of milch cows kept in the town in

1874 , 1,223 ; in 1875. 1,285 ; number of cows whose milk

was sent to factory in 1874, 711 ; in 1875 , 802 ; butter made

in families in 1874, 74,667 pounds ; milk sold in market ,

4,250 gallons.

In noting the advancement of any community it is always

interesting to consider the means which have been employed

to further the work of civilization , and these means are al

ways dependent upon the natural advantages of the locality,

or upon outside influences which have brought it into con

nection or competition with other localities. The elements

of the prosperity of Belfast have been of both the classes

mentioned .

The primitive beginnings in the woods were of necessity

slow, and gave little promise to the early settlers of anything

further than a homely livelihood and means to pay for their

lands . One of the most effective means employed in the early

days to procure money or such articles as the pioneers

were unable to raise or manufacture was the manufacture

and sale of “ black -salts." The process is too familiar to

require especial attention in this connection . This trade

afforded an opportunity to some of the settlers to make

payments on their land -contracts for the first few years .

Later , lumber began to be an article of merchandise , and

most who had land had timber on it which could be re

moved to a double advantage, inasmuch as its removal

would bring the pioneer money and enlarge the area of his

tillable land . The first saw-mill was erected on the river,

near the village, in 1809, by David Sanford . Other mills

were built in various parts of the town at different periods,

as there was a demand for them, and there was a time in

the history of Belfast when the people depended largely on

the lumber trade for a subsistence . The largest mill ever

erected in the town (Thurston & Company's) was built

a

EARLY SETTLEMENT AND SETTLERS.

According to Turner's History of the Holland Purchase,

the first contracts for land in Belfast were issued in

1804 to Benjamin Chamberlain , Calvin T. Chamberlain ,

Jedediah Nobles, Elisha Chamberlain, William Pinkerton ,

Marvin Harding, Isaac Sanford and Abraham D. Hendern .

It is probable that some of these men made their advent in

the town at an earlier date, as it is stated in French's

Gazetteer of the State of New York that “ the first settle

ment was made on Genesee river, in 1803 , by Benjamin,

Elisha , Calvin and David Chamberlain, brothers, from
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Pennsylvania .” It is not likely that all those mentioned

above as having taken contracts for land in 1804 remained

in the town for any protracted period; but some of them

were residents during the remainder of their lives, and their

children and grandchildren are in the enjoyment of the fruits

of their toil . Among these are the descendants of some of

the Chamberlains. Elisha Chamberlain had a son named

Henry who married Hannah Reynolds , the daughter of an

other early settler.

Henry Chamberlain, jr . , who now lives on the farm his

grandfather cleared , was an issue of that marriage. He

was born in the town in 1818 . Nobles was from Newtown,

(now Elmira) and William Littleton, from the same place,

came in 1805. Nobles located on the river and Littleton

on Wigwam creek , in the northeast part of the town .

John Crawford, from near Skinner's Eddy, on the Sus

quehanna, in Pennsylvania, became the first settler on the

creek which has since borne his name , in the northwest cor

ner of the town . His family are well known in the vicinity .

His sons were Benjamin , Lvndes, Harry and John . They

had three sisters . Harry M. Crawford relates many inci

dents of the pioneer experiences of his family, not the least

interesting of which is an account of the manner in which

they came into the Susquehanna country. The Crawfords

were originally from Vermont, but moving west made a halt

for a time in the Susquehanna valley before locating in

Belfast . At the time they made the first removal, the family

consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Crawford (John Crawford's

father and mother ) , and three children, of whom John was

one. They brought with them a cow and an old horse , the

latter serving as a means of conveyance for the children ,

the two smaller of whom were suspended one in either end

of a stout straw tick which hung across the animal's back

like an old -fashioned grist, while the eldest rode in the us

ual manner and, likely , served as a weight to keep the tick

in place ; the father and mother walking, and dividing their

attention between the horse and the cow . The early home

of the family , on Crawford creek was probably a log cabin

of the most primitive architecture, as the roof was fastened

on with poles and withes.

It is altogether probable that Crawford erected the first

apparatus in the town for the purpose of breaking or crush

ing corn into coarse samp — at least there is no evidence

that any of those who preceded him resorted to a similar

device, which he undoubtedly first saw in Pennsylvania. A

mortar was made by burning out a hollow in the top of

a stump which had been chopped off flat. The fire was

blown to give it the proper direction and cause the cavity

to burn evenly. When a coating of coal was formed the

fire was extinguished and the burned wood scraped out, and

then the process was repeated until a hollow of the requisite

depth and form had been made. A spring-pole to which a

heavy wooden festle was suspended was attached , and the

machine was complete. Similar devices must have been in

use among the settlers for several years, as Harry Crawford

remembers having heard his father tell about pounding

corn in the mortar described on the day of the “ great

eclipse,” at which time fowls went to roost and it was so

dark during its continuance as to practically turn day into

night . It is likely these contrivances disappeared soon

after the erection of the first grist-mill on the river, near

the village , by David Sanford , in 1809. One of the Craw

ford family once chopped four days for a bushel of salt , and

then walked a distance of six miles through the woods for

it and brought it home on his back . There was much game,

such as deer, bears and wolves, and many Indians were in the

town at an early day. An incident is related of a Mrs.

Stone, who upon returning to her cabin after a brief ab

sence found her child in danger of death from a bear which

had it almost within its jaws. She diverted the brute's at

tention and rescued the baby at the peril of her own life,

the bear, it is said , having pursued her into the house .

The Mapeses and Jenkinses were early settlers . Henry

Mapes was the head of the first named family. His son , J.

G. Mapes, now of Willing, was born in Belfast, in March ,

1811 , and continued a resident of the town till 1831 .

George Jenkins was born on lot number 10, on the east side

of the Genesee river, in 1808, and remained there till the

age of sixteen , when he removed with his father's family to

lot number 48 , on White creek , upon which stream they were

the first settlers .

In February, 1812 , Rockwell Hopper came from Chemung

county , where he was born in 1792 , and settled on lot num

ber 10 , where his son , Edward C. Hopper, now lives . The

next year Simon C. Moore, a native of Oxford , Worcester

county, Mass., where he was born in 1791 , walked from that

place to Belfast , where he arrived April 13th . It is said

that he rode only while crossing the Hudson river. He

spent a year in school teaching and then entered the store of

Alexander D'Autremont, at Angelica, as clerk . Three years

later he removed to Cuba. Harry Byrnes , a native of

Oneida county , moved with his father from Scio, where they

had located the previous year, to the northern part of the

town , west of the river, in 1813 . His father erected a

framed house, which was painted before 1829 , at which date

there was not another painted house in the town .

Joseph T. Ford and his wife came from Connecticut and

settled in the northeast part of the town . His brother

Lewis H. Ford came the next year. They bought eighty

acres of land in partnership near where John Sellon lives , on

lot number 8 , where they lived eight years . Joseph T.

Ford has lived on his present farm , a part of lot number 14,

for the past forty - seven years. The Fords were both car

penters and did much work in various parts of the town ,

besides doing occasional jobs elsewhere. A settlement was

made in 1820 , on the section line of lot nuniber 55 , by Mrs.

Milton Millett, a native of Canada, and in 1824 by Mrs.

Ezra Tibbets, Charles Drew and Matthew Lounsbury in

different localities , Mrs. Tibbets locating on the George

Ramsey place, on lot number u ; Drew on lot number 9 ,

and Lounsbury on lot number 1 . Mrs. Tibbets was a native

of Connecticut, Drew of Orange County , N.Y. , and Louns

bury of New Jersey . In 1837 Drew erected a saw -mill on

the north branch of White creek , which at that time afforded

a good water power, which has since failed . Lounsburry

came into Allegany county from Steuben the year before

his settlement in Belfast , driving an ox team and cutting a

road in advance. He purchased one hundred and twenty

three acres of the Holland Land Company at two dollars

and a half an acre , and, aided by his brother Samuel, built

a log shanty and covered it with a bark roof. Wolves and

other wild beasts were so numerous and so bold that it is

said he literally " slept on his arms " three weeks to defend

himself against them . He brought apple seeds when he

a
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came, from which he raised young trees and set out an

orchard . Elliott Emery came in from Seneca county in

1824 and settled on Crawford's creek , where his widow now

lives. He was killed by a falling tree in 1874. Starkey

Gleason and his father's family, also from Seneca county,

came the next year. The name of the elder Gleason was

Jonathan . He cleared and improved one hundred and

eighteen acres, where his son William now lives , and died

in 1854. Starkey Gleason removed to New Hudson in

1842. Samuel C. Wilson , afterwards surrogate of Allegany

county, came from his native place, Montrose , Pa . , in 1826 .

Among those who settled in the town in 1828 was Stephen

Howell, who was accompanied by his son George W. Howell

and other members of his family . He came from Yates

county , to which locality he had emigrated from Lycoming

county , Pa . , thirteen years before . In 1830 Mrs. Lu

cinda Crawford also came from Yates county . She settled

on Gleason hill . The foregoing are the names of most of

the earlier settlers in Belfast . Of those who came later,

the following may be mentioned : 1837 , John A. Sellon , a

native of Tompkins county ; 1839 , Stephen Wilson , a native

of Susquehanna county, Pa . , from West Almond, and

William Pasco, a native of Washington county, N.Y. , near

the Frendship line ; 1841 , Silas Angel , from Otsego county ;

1844 , Justus H. Neely, from Herkimer county ; 1849 ,

Homer Murdaugh ; 1850, William D. Burlingame .

The first birth in the town was probably that of Deborah

Reynolds, in August, 1805 .

John Sanford and Mary Collar were the first couple

married . Their nuptials were celebrated in 1806.

Elijah Reynolds taught the first school, in 1807 .

The first saw - mill and grist - mill have been referred to .

Samuel King and Martin Butts kept the first store , on lot

number 12 , near the J. H. Chamberlain place, in 1824. The

first tavern was kept near the village, three years earlier, by

Joseph S. Raymond.

According to French's Gazetteer of the State of New York,

Rev. Ephraim Sanford, a Baptist , conducted the first re

ligious services, at the house of Nathaniel Reynolds, in

1806 , and formed the first church in 1807 or 1808. From

a sketch of the Baptist church of Belfast , published in the

minutes of the Allegany Baptist Association , it would seem

that the society was not organized until 1808 or 1809.

The first framed house in the town is supposed to have

been the residence of David Sanford, where the village now

is.

few miles below Angelica, and its fury was here exerted on

a space of country perhaps a mile or a mile and a half in

width . The country here is settled and cleared along the

river, but the road passes at a little distance from the river,

and at this point wound round one of the finest pine woods

to be found on the stream . Of course when it came over

the higher lands from the northwest, the tornado crossed

the river and the plain before encountering the groves of

pine . In the space occupied by the central part of the

tornado, say three - fourths of a mile in width, nothing was

enabled to resist its fury . Strong framed houses and barns.

were crushed in an instant, and their fragments and contents

as quickly scattered to every point of the compass ; while

those out of the direct line were only unroofed or more or

less damaged . Large oaks and elms were literally twisted

off, or crushed like reeds . The road from the north ap

proached the pine woods on what was the northern verge of

the tornado , and the first appearance of the country in front

was that of woodlands in which all the trees had been broken

off at the height of twenty or thirty feet, leaving nothing but

countless mutilated trunks. On entering the narrow pass

way, however, which with immense labor had been opened

through the fallen trunks, it was perceived that much of the

largest part of the trees had been torn up by the roots, and

lay piled across each other in the greatest apparent confu

sion imaginable. Fortunately for our view of the whole

ground , a few days before our arrival fire had been put in

the ' windfall , ' and , aided by the extreme dry weather, the

whole was burned over so clean that nothing but the black

ened trunks of the trees were remaining, thus disclosing

their condition and position most perfectly. This position

was such as to demonstrate beyond the possibility of a

doubt the fact that the tornado had a rotary motion against

the sun . The first tree met with , prostrated by the tornado,

was a large pine, which lay with its top exactly to the north

of west, or precisely against the general course of the

storm . Hundreds of others lay near in the same direction

on the outer part of the whirl, but immediately after enter

ing the fallen timber the heads of the trees began to incline

to the center of the space torn down, and south of this the

inclination was directly the reverse until the outside of the

whirl was reached , when they all lay with their tops to the

east.”

Stephen Wilson was putting his team in the barn when the

hurricane came. The barn was moved from its foundation,

and he buried under its ruins . Mrs. Wilson, who was in the

house, clung to the casing of a door near the chimney. The

house was carried about two yards from its original position

and the chimney fell through to the cellar,leaving her stand

ing on the verge of the excavation . Pieces of the clap -board

ing of the dwelling were carried on the gale ten or twelve

miles away. Seeing the evidences of the approaching tor

nado, Mr. Charles Bullock and his family sought safety upon

a bed, which, loaded as it was, was borne a distance of foura

or five rods and dashed to the earth with much violence.

Their house was torn in pieces over their heads and they

were all more or less injured by the falling timbers and

boards. Numerous articles of more or less weight were car

ried a distance of from one to two or three miles.

Many other “ curious facts," said a writer in the Genesee

Farmer, " illustrative of the force of the wind were related

by the inhabitants in and near the place. A farmer attempted

A TORNADO.

The older residents of Belfast all have experiences to re

late of the tornado of July 26th , 1838, which crossed the

county from northwest to southeast, and did much damage

in the town , sweeping away barns, houses, and other mov

able property, and laying the forest trees to the ground in

a confused and broken mass nearly half a mile in width .

Large trees were uprooted or broken off, and some of them

borne on the wind a distance of twenty feet, and left in

huge piles fifteen to twenty - five feet in height; and trees

that had been cut down for some time, and which rested

solidly on the ground, were moved from their places. Mr.

Willis Gaylord communicated an account of the whirlwind

to the Genesee Farmer, of which the following is a part :

“ It passed the Genesee river in the town of Belfast, a
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was

to drive his team of horses to the barn , but the tempest was

too soon upon him . When the rush was over—and it was

seemingly but a moment — he found the barn torn to pieces,

himself about thirty rods in one direction from it , and his

horses as many rods the other, and,what was most remarkable,

with scarcely a fragment of harness upon them . A wagon

was blown away, and a month afterward one of the wheels

had not been found. A house standing near the Genesee

river, and a little out of the line of the gale, was completely

covered with mud that must have been taken from the bed

of the river ; and appearances render it very evident that

near the center of the whirl the water was entirely taken

from the channel.”

FROM THE Town RECORDS.

The town of Belfast was erected from a portion of the old

town of Caneadea, March 24th , 1824 , as " Orrinsburgh ."

On the 25th of the following April the present name

adopted. A portion of Caneadea was annexed in 1831. The

following are the names of the first town officers : David

Hitchcock , supervisor ; Elijah Reynolds , town clerk ; Elisha

Chamberlain , jr. , constable and collector ; Solomon Benja

min , John McIntosh and John McKeen , assessors ; Packard

Bruce, Nathaniel Reynolds and Joseph Benjamin , commis

sioners of highways ; Joseph T. Ford , Samuel Wilkinson and

John McKeen , commissioners of common schools ; D. D.

Hardy, Hiram Gray and F. S. Wilson , justices; James Jen

nings, overseer of the poor. The first annual town meeting,

at which the above named officials were chosen, was held

April 6th , 1824.

Since the above date the following named persons have

served the town as supervisors : 1825 , 1826 , William Bennett ;

1827-30, 1836, 1841 , Lyman Tibbets; 1831 , 1832 , Selah

Bacon ; 1833, 1834 , John McKeen ; 1835 , Robert Ren

wick ; 1837 , 1840, Stephen Wilson , jr.; 1842 , 1843 ,

William A. Kirkpatrick ; 1844, 1846 , Isaac Miles ; 1845 ,

1847 , 1848 , Jacob Searl ; 1849 , Joab B. Hughes ; 1850 ,

Joseph D. Beard ; 1851 , Samuel C. Wilson ; 1852 , 1853

Hazen Hughes; 1854, 1855 , D. A. Knapp ; 1856, Sidney

Stowe ; 1857 , 1858, 1865 , John W. Eldridge ; 1859 , O. W.

Story ; 1860 , Robert Snow ; 1861 , Charles M. Crandall ;

1862-64, Christopher Jennings ; 1866-68 , 1877 , 1878, C. W.

Saunders ; 1869 , 1870, Thomas Miller ; 1871 , Benjamin Wil

lis ; 1872 , J. H. Saunders; 1873 , 1874 , James M. Davis ;

1875 , 1876, Eaton Kinney.

The successive town clerks have been as follows : 1825 ,

1826, Elijah Reynolds ; 1829 , 1830, Joseph Winters ; 1827 ,

1828 , 1831-35 , 1837-39 , 1842 , Packard Bruce; 1836 , Stephen

Wilson , jr.; 1840, 1841 , William A. Kirkpatrick ; 1843 , Lewis

H. Ford : 1844, Rensselaer Histed ; 1845-48 , Edward

Histed ; 1849 , Henry M. Graves ; 1850, 1851 , A. R. Hopper;

1852-54 , James King ; 1855 , 1856 , Jonathan Warford ; 1857 ,

1858, Seth Burdick ; 1859-61 , James M. Wood ; 1862 , S. C.

Barnes ; 1863 , 1865 , W. B. Renwick ; 1864, D. B. Voorhees;

1866-68 , H. M. Hunn ; 1869, Charles A. Hopper; 1870 , M.

F. Robeson ; 1871 , 1875 , James A. Lewis ; 1872 , Eaton

Kinney ; 1873 , 1874 , Darwin D. Nye ; 1876 , Almond Emery;

1877 , 1878, V. I. Cook .

The town officers for 1879 were : Supervisor, Charles W.

Saunders ; town clerk , Volney I. Cook ; justice of the peace,

Joseph S. Cavert ; assessor. Sidney A. Ford ; commissioner

of highways, Jacob Chalker ; overseer of the poor, John C.

Situated pleasantly on the west bank of the Genesee river,

near the north boundary of the town , is the village of Bel

fast . The first buildings there were David Sanford's saw

mill and grist-mill and a log hut owned by the pioneer

Baptist preacher, Elder Sanford . These were on the river

bank a little below the present village . The first house on

the hill, where Belfast village now is, was a log structure

erected by Alexander V. P. Chamberlain , in 1816. Benjamin

Chamberlain and a partner named Hughes (or Hues) opened

the first store about 1840. Henry D. Lyman opened the

first public house about two years later. The first

framed house in the village was built by David Sanford ,

but at what date it is now impossible to ascertain .

The Genesse Valley Canal was completed to Belfast in

1853. When it was opened Belfast, in common with other

villages along the line , became a point of considerable

commercial importance, and in 1855 it had a population of

As the evidences of business prosperity began to

manifest themselves, and a promise for a prosperous future

became evident, measures were taken for the advancement

of the cause of education in the village and surrounding

country. The Genesee Valley Seminary was chartered in

1856 , and opened December 2nd , 1857 , under the care of

the Methodist Episcopal Church . For a number of years

it was a very prosperous institution , with a capacity for the

accommodation and instruction of three hundred students.

The present population of the village is about five hun

dred . It contains three churches, one hotel , a grist - mill ,

two saw-mills, a cheese factory , a sash , door and blind fac

tory, several stores and a number of shops of different

kinds. Belfast contains several fine business buildings and

residences.

PROFESSIONAL MEN .

Among the leading professional men of Belfast represent

ing the medical profession may be mentioned Drs. J. H.

and C. W. Saunders. The resident attorneys are Hon .

Samuel C. Wilson , William Windsor and A. N. Raunswell.

BELFAST LODGE, NUMBER 146 , FREE MASONS.

This lodge was instituted in 1849. The successive mas

ters have been as follows : 1849-52 , John Hammond; 1853 ,

James McCray ; 1854, 1855 , D. A. Knapp ; 1856 , 1862 , 1863 ,

Jonathan Wafford; 1857 , 1858 , C. M. Crandall ; 1859 , E. A.

Wilson ; 1860 , 1861 , 1871 , R. G. Young; 1864-69 , R. M.

Willis ; 1870 , 1873-75 , D. D. Nye ; 1872 , E. A. Webster;

1876 , 1877 , G. D. Miller ; 1878 , W. W. Byrnes ; 1879 , V. I.

Cook .

The present secretary is Watson W. Willis.

GENESEE RIVER CHAPTER, NUMBER 152 , OF BELFAST .

Genesee River Chapter was chartered February 8th ,

1855. The first officers were as follows : D. A. Knapp,

high priest; C. M. Crandall, king ; Jonathan Wafford,

scribe.

The successive high priests are named below : 1855 ,
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1856, D. A. Knapp ; : 857 , 1858, 1866 , 1867 , 1875 , 1876 , 1879,

E. A. Wilson ; 1859, Jonathan Wafford ; 1860, 1861 , C. M.

Crandall ; 1862 , 1863 , 1871-74, 1877 , W. W. Byrnes ; 1864 ,

1865 , J. Hendrick ; 1868-70 , R. M. Willis ; 1878, H. H.

Lyman.

CHURCH HISTORY OF BELFAST .

ination was organized with eleven members, “ and was

received under the care of the Presbytery of Angelica,”

says Hotchkin , in his History of Western New York, “ Feb

ruary 22nd , 1830. In 1831 it was reported by the presby

tery as vacant, and consisting of eleven members." It was

never subsequently reported .

Methodist Episcopal. - At a comparatively early date a

Methodist society was formed in Belfast, an account of the

organization of which we are unable to give in consequence

of the loss of the early records, which are not known to be

in existence. The house of worship was erected in 1848 or

1849 at a cost of $ 1,500. It will seat comfortably about

two hundred and seventy -five persons. There is a Sunday

school under the auspices of the church . For the reason

above stated , we cannot give the names of the successive

pastors. The present pastor is Rev. J. A. Smith .

Roman Catholic . — There is a society of Catholics at Bel

fast also , under the pastoral care of Rev. George J. Dunbar,

of Belmont. Their church was erected twenty years or

more since and has recently undergone extensive repairs.

It was dedicated August 18th , 1878. A view of this build

ing will be found on another page.

The number of families in the church is one hundred, and

the number of individuals about five times as large.

-

BIOGRAPHICAL.

Baptist. — The records of the earlier years in the history of

this church are not to be found . In French's Gazetteer of

the State of New York it is stated that Elder Sanford formed

the first church in 1808 or 1809. Whether this date is nearly

correct it is impossible to determine, but it is certain that

Elder Sanford held meetings in the town even earlier than

the first year mentioned.

In a brief outline in the history of the church , which was

published in the minutes of the Allegany Baptist Association

for 1867 , it said that the Baptists of Belfast formed in con

ference April 6th , 1811 , at which time Isaiah Smith preached

and Isaac Sanford was chosen first clerk ; and that afterward

Elder Sanford preached to the conference occasionally.

Thaddeus Bennett was licensed to preach in July , 1813 ,

Samuel Very in the following September and Ziba Huff in

1814.

Just when the conference was organized into a church , it

is stated, cannot be definitely asserted by the oldest mem

bers, but it must have been some time prior to 1826 , when

the church was received into the Holland Purchase Associ

ation . In 1834 it was transferred to the Genesee River As

sociation and to the Allegany Association in June, 1862

The first pastor was Rev. Josiah Smith . Since his minis

try the successive pastors have been as follows : Rev. Solo

nion Dimmick in 1828 and 1829 ; John P. Evans from the

latter part of 1829 to the close of the year 1831 , called again

in 1835 and served a year ; H. E. Prosser, a licentiate, who

commenced preaching in 1836 and remained two years ; Rev.

M. M. Coleman, who came in 1838 and went away in 1841 .

In October, 1841 , Rev. J. R. Eldridge was called , and served

the church eighteen months. In 1843 he was succeeded by

Rev. B. Thomas , who remained until 1849. Elder Bailey

came in December, 1849 , and remained till February, 1863,

at which time Rev. J. Trowbridge came, and served for two

years. Rev. William Stowe assumedd the pasotral relation

in March, 1857 , and continued four years . Prof. J. Hen

drick, principal of the Genesee Valley Seminary, came as a

supply in February, 1861 , and preached regularly till June,

1867. The next pastor was Rev. B. F. Mace. He remained

about a year. In 1870 or 1871 Rev. R. A. Waterbury, a

licentiate, came and preached a while . Rev. E. H. Hill

man came in 1873 or 1874. He was succeeded by Rev. D.

P. Lappeus.

Other preachers, whose names cannot now be ascertained,

have occupied the pulpit from time to time . It will be seen

by reference to the list of pastors that the church has not

always been supplied .

The church edifice was erected in the summer of 1842 , at

a cost of $1,200. It will seat two hundred and fifty persons.

The present membership is about fifty.

Presbyterian . - A society of Christians of this denom

a

Justus H. Neely was born in Fairfield, Herkimer county,

August 29th , 1811 , and came to Belfast in 1844. He is the

pioneer cheese manufacturer in the town , having learned

the business when a young man, in Herkimer county . He

has been commissioner of highways seven years.

Reuben Neely was born in Belfast, in 1851. He is the

son of Justus H. Neely . Mr. Neely married Miss Celia

Lounsbury. They have two daughters. He is living on

his father's homestead.

Charles Pettit, a native of Rushford, was born November

27th , 1847. In February, 1877 , he came to Belfast , where

he is engaged in the manufacture of cheese.

Charles W. Saunders, M. D. , was born June 29th , 1833 ,

in Franklinville, and came to Allegany county in 1856, di

rectly from the university. He commenced the practice

of medicine in Belfast, where he has since resided . He

was on the board of supervisors four years, and in the

school-board seventeen years, being president of the latter

organization the greater part of the time.

Mrs. C. Stacy is the widow of John Stacy. Mr. Stacy

died in 1864. Mrs. Stacy is at present carrying on a cheese

manufactory. She has two children, a son and a daughter.

Samuel C. Wilson , attorney -at -law, was born in Mon

trose, Susquehanna county, Pa. , April 10th, 1803 . He

removed to Belfast in May, 1826. He was surrogate of

Allegany county three terms, and was also the first judge of

common pleas, his term of service ending with the adoption

of the constitution of 1846.



THE TOWN OF BIRDSALL .

fied with the affairs of the town . Jehial Abbey moved in

from Erie county, Pa . , in 1855 , at which time the population

of the town was 838. David B. Abbey came the same year.

Among other early settlers, the dates of whose advent in the

town cannot now be ascertained , were Josiah Whitman,

Jonathan Jackson , Chester Sleteker, Gilbert C. Little, John

P. Albaugh , Horace B. Camp, Joseph B. Welch, Abram J.

Havens, David Bennett, Samuel Hodgman, Andrew C.

Hull , R. Thompson, Thomas Parker, Elias Hull , John

Riggs, Reuben Freeman and William Lord, and , in most in

stances, the members of their families. In 1860 the popu

lation was 909 ; in 1865 , 766 ; in 1870, 755 ; in 1875 , 979 .

The first birth in the town was that of James E. , son of

James Matthews, March 7th , 1820.

The first couple married in the town were Samuel Van

Wickle , brother of Evert Van Wickle of Angelica (and af

terwards clerk of Allegany county), and Harriet Freeman,

daughter of Reuben Freeman, in 1821 .

The first death was that of Leah Riggs, daughter of John

Riggs, in 1824.

INITIAL BUSINESS ENTERPRISES

HIS town , which was named in honor of Judge

John Birdsall , circuit judge of the eighth ju

dicial district in 1828-29, was organized from

Allen and Almond, May 4th , 1829. The first

settlement was made in 1816 by Josiah Whit

man , on lot number 24. Not long afterward Wil

liam P. Schaack and a man named Vance came in

from New Jersey, and Jeremiah Van Wormer from Cayu

ga county. In 1818 James Matthews, also from New

Jersey, settled on lot number 21 . In 1822 William Dey

and his son Lemuel C. Dey, from Cayuga county , settled

on lot number 5 , and John I. , James I. and Lawrence J.

Dey and John Meserall , all from Middlesex county, N.

J. , settled there the next year .

There was quite an accession of settlers during the next

four years. In 1830 the population of Birdsall was 534 .

Among those who came in that year was Jabez Southard,

who was born in New Jersey in 1793. Thomas Randolph,

his father- in -law , had come in the previous year and taken

up three hundred acres, the west half of lot number 6 , in the

southeastern corner of the town , and made a small clearing.

After the arrival of Mr. Southard, with his wife and two chil

dren , Randolph sold him one hundred acres of the land he

had purchased, and they went forward with the work of

improvement together. Mr. Southard was living in the

autumn of 1878, with his daughter in the town of West

Almond .

In 1835 the population of the town was 573 ; in 1840 it

had fallen off to 328 ; and during the next five years there

was a gain which brought the aggregate up to 475 .
Peter M. Young, Jacob Young and others moved in dur

ing 1847. The Youngs were from Livingston county .

Among those who came in 1849 was A. K. Humphrey.

He bought seventy -five acres of lot number 14 , of a Mrs.

Van Allen , whose husband had previously taken it up and

made some improvements on it . Mr. Humphrey continued

a resident of the town till his death .

The census of 1850 showed an increase in population

which gave an aggregate of 597. John Buch moved in

from Livingston county in 1851, and Freeman Doolittle

came in 1852 , accompanied by his family, and purchased

one hundred and sixty-one and a third acres of lot number

21 ,
which he cleared with the aid of his sons. He remained

a resident of the town till 1865 , when he removed

to Michigan , where he was living in 1878 , at the age of

seventy - three.

In 1853 Patrick Haire (a native of Ireland, who had

come to America in 1847 , and resided for a time in Monroe

county) came to Birdsall and purchased ninety - four acres

where he has since lived . He has been prominently identi

The first saw -mill in Birdsall was erected by William

Lord, on Black crtek , in 1823 or 1824. Elias Hull kept

the first tavern and Joseph B. Welch the first store, in 1828 .

At an early day a furnace was established by Elias Hull .

Other saw -mills were built as the lumber interest advanced

in importance ; among them , at an early date, one which

John Beech and sons and Ezra Whitney erected on lot

number thirty- three, and which , after being operated there

a few years, was taken down and set up lower on the creek,

below Birdsall Centre . The manufacture of lumber was

for several years the leading business interest of the town ,

and the money obtained for the timber aided the settlers

greatly in paying for their lands, rendering them fit for

cultivation ind rearing up the homes of a later day.

EDUCATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS BEGINNINGS.

The first school in Birdsall was taught by Hannah Scott,

in 1822 . No religious services were held until the follow

ing year, when Rev. Robert Hubbard, whose life of Chris

tian work has been referred to elsewhere, conducted public

worship at the house of William Dey. The first church

was organized by the Methodists , under the preaching of

Rev. Eleazer Dewey, in 1825 .

AN ANCIENT CLEARING.

Near the site of the Allegany Chemical Works, in the

southeastern part of the town , the early settlers found a

clearing of about six acres in extent which was made long
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before white settlement begun , and on which the oldest in

habitant never saw a stump . This improvement is believed

to have been made by the Indians, many years prior to the

occupancy of the town by white men ; and it is probable

that the exact date at which it was made will never be

known.

head waters of the Canisteo river. The buildings were

erected in 1875. The principal products of this manufacto

ry are alcohol , acetate of lime and charcoal . The latter

branch of manufacture necessitates the use of about two

thousand cords of hard wood annually. The business is car

ried on day and night, and at times as many as fifty men are

employed , nine finding steady employment in the factory .
Civil HISTORY .

RELIGIOUS PROGRESS.

a

“ The town of Birdsall was formed on the second day of

March, 1830, at a meeting of the inhabitants of said town,"

say the records, " held at the house of James Matthews, pur

suant to an act of the Legislature of the State of New York

passed at its fifty -second session , on the fourth day of May,

1829. ” The meeting was under the management of the fol

lowing named justices of the peace : James Matthews, Elias

Hall and John P. Van Allen .

Andrew C. Hull was chosen supervisor ; Horace B. Camp,

town clerk ; Thomas Parker, R. Thompson and James Mat

thews, assessors ; Samuel Hodgman, Thomas Havens and

David Bennett, highway commissioners ; David Bennett,

Abram J. Havens and Daniel Schenck, school commission

ers ; Joseph B. Welch, Horace B. Camp and John P. Al

baugh, school inspectors ; Josiah Whitman and Gilbert C.

Little, overseers of the poor ; Chester Sleteker, Thomas Van

Wormer and Jonathan Jackson , constables ; Thomas Van

Wormer, collector ; Josiah Whitman and Lawrence Dey, jus

tices ; Aaron Hale, sealer of weights and measures.

The successive supervisors of Birdsall have been as

follows:

In 1830 and 1833 , Andrew C. Hull ; 1831, John P. Van

Allen ; 1832 , Isaiah Whitman ; 1834-43 , James Matthews ;

1844-46, J. G. Freeman ; 1847 , 1849 , 1850 , 1852 , 1853 , 1858 .

60, 1864, 1865 , 1867 , William C. Matthews ; 1848 , Daniel

Schenck ; 1851 , 1856, 1857 , 1863, Isaac B. Steadman ; 1854,

1855 , L. E. Dungan ; 1861 , 1862 , Jesse B. Carpenter ; 1863 ,

1866, Jesse D. Carpenter ; 1868, 1872, 1879, Jacob Young ;

1869, 1870, Norman Case ; 1871 , 1873 , Henry R. Newton ;

1874, Patrick Haire; 1875 , 1876 , Asa Helm ; 1877 , 1878

Henry Carpenter.

The successive town clerks have been : 1830, 1831 , Hor

ace B. Camp ; 1832, 1836, John Braithwaite ; 1837-43 , Isaac

G. Freeman ; 1844-46, George D. Pratt ; 1847 , Freeman S.

Hill ; 1848, Horace W. Thompson ; 1849, Christopher C.

Seaver ; 1850, H. T. Fink ; 1851 , 1855 , R. S. Stevens ; 1852

54, 1865, 1869, James H. Thompson; 1856, Israel T. Aker ;

1857 , Matthias Moot ; 1858-60, L. C. Pelton ; 1861 , James

Celley ; 1862, 1863, I. M. Norton ; 1864, John B. Riley ;

1866, William B. Suloner ; 1867 , 1868, Patrick Haire ; 1870,

1871 , Thomas Slater; 1872 , 1873 , J. K. Riley ; 1874, L. P.

Stiles ; 1875, 1876, Archibald Gillies ; 1877 , 1878, George

Newton.

It has been seen that Rev. Robert Hubbard, a Presbyte

rian preacher, well known in this section in the pioneer days,

held the first religious services in the town, at the house of

William Dey in 1823 , and that the first church organization

was of the Methodist persuasion , formed in 1825 by Rev.

Eleazer Dewey.

It does not appear that a Presbyterian society was ever.

organized in the town . Methodist classes were formed at

a comparatively early date in the history of the town . There

are three churches now in existence within the limits of

Birdsall, of which we append appropriate mention .

There is a not inconsiderable Irish element in the popula

tion of the town . St. Joseph's church was organized with

forty-three members. The first pastor was Rev. Daniel

More. The house of worship of this society was erected at

a cost of $900, in 1850, and has a seating capacity of eighty.

The society numbers nearly fifty and the church property is

valued at $ 1,000.

The Crittenden Methodist Episcopal church of Birdsall

was organized in 1857 , with four members, by the first pas

tor, Rev. Alfred J. Blanchard . The present pastor is Rev.

F. M. Cold , and the present membership is about sixty. The

church edifice was erected in 1871 at a cost of $ 2,000, about

half the present value of the property. It will seat two hun

dred persons.

In the southwest part of the town is a Methodist society,

called the Birdsall M. E. Church,which was organized a few

years since. The house of worship was erected in 1872 .

BIOGRAPHICAL.

BIRDSALL AND BIRDSALL CENTER.

These are the names of two hamlets, there being no

villages in Birdsall. The former is in the northwest part of

the town, and the latter near the center. Both were formerly

post-offices, and Birdsall Center continues to be one, which

from its central location is accessible from all parts of the

town.

THE ALLEGANY CHEMICAL WORKS.

One of the most important manufacturing establishments

in Birdsall is the Allegany Chemical Works, located on the

David B. Abbey, a resident of Birdsall, was born March

25th , 1841 , in Onondaga county. He came to Birdsall in

1855 , and ten years later married Miss Amanda Bacon. Mr.

Abbey served in the late war, ist New York Dragoons. He

participated in several engagements and was wounded at

Cold Harbor.

Gehiel Abbey, a native of Onondaga county , was born

January 5th, 1838 , and came to Birdsall in 1855. He en

listed in the ist New York :Dragoons, and was wounded at

Cedar Creek and sent to a hospital, where he remained

about ten months. In 1875 he married Miss Lizzie Willis.

They have one child , Lettie E. Mr. Abbey is a farmer .

John Beach , a resident of Birdsall , was born in Cairo,

Greene county, February 22nd, 1803. His wife was formerly

Miss Cornelia Van Schaick, of the same county. They

came to Allegany county. in 1851 , from Livingston county.

He is by trade a carpenter and joiner, but is also engaged

in farming.

Henry Carpenter was born in West Almond, March ist,
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1842. He married Miss Axa A. Hall , a native of Pennsyl.

vania, December 25th , 1869. During the war he was in the

188th New York volunteers, and took part in several en

gagements, among which were those at Five Forks and

Hatcher's Run . Mr. Carpenter is serving his third term as

supervisor of Birdsall.

George Hopkins was born in Ossian , Livingston county,

September 24th , 1834 , and came to Allegany county in

1872. His marriage with Miss Mary Baker, of Canisteo,

Steuben county, occurred in 1867. Mr. Hopkins is proprie

tor of a hotel and a dealer in live stock.

Loren G. Jennings was born August 14th , 1831 , in An

gelica . November 13th, 1862 , he married Miss Eliza A.

Walker. Mr. Jennings enlisted March 16th , 1865 , and

served in the army until discharged . His occupation is

teaching and farming. Post - office address, Birdsall.

Simeon S. Lyon, a native of Naples, Ontario county, was

born December 2nd, 1828, and came to Birdsall about 1848.

His marriage with Miss Cynthia Deming took place De

cember 1th, 1851. They have a family of four children .

Mr. Lyon's occupation is that of a farmer.

James McWaver, a well known farmer of Birdsall, was

born February 28th , 1828, in Almond. His wife was for

merly Miss Amanda Stedman, to whom he was married

in August, 1853. During the war Mr. McWaver was in the

188th New York volunteers, and was wounded at Stony

Brook.

Henry R. Newton, a life-long resident of Birdsall, was

born September 5th, 1835. He married Miss Olive Mor

ley , of Birdsall, September 6th , 1863. They have one son ,

Truman C. Newton. Mr. Newton has served as supervisor

two terms, and as town clerk one term .

Frank R. Park was born in Wolcott, July 6th , 1852. He

came to Birdsall in the fall of 1870, and married Miss Alice

Bowles, of Grove, November 5th, 1871. He is well known

as an enterprising lumberman.

Samuel H. Rice was born in Cortland county, June rith ,

1820. June 7th , 1848, he married Miss Julia A. Decker,

also a native of Cortland county . After living for a length

of time in Potter county, Pa . , he came to Birdsall in 1866.

He is a farmer.

George A. Sanford, farmer, a well known resident of Bird

sall , was born May 4th, 1840 , in Angelica. He has served

as assessor for the term of three years. He married Miss

Annetta R. Engle, September 11th , 1873 .

Amos Southard , a native and life -long resident of Birdsall,

was born September 17th , 1830. He has been collector two

years, and road commissioner for the same length of time.

July 27th , 1869 , his marriage with Miss Jane Bardeen, of

Angelica, occurred . Mr. Southard's trade is that of a carpen

ter, but he also owns and works a farm .

Joseph K. Waver was born in the town of West Almond.

June 23d, 1839, and came to Birdsall in 1870. His marriage

with Miss Lucy J. Harmon took place March 6th , 1866.

They have one daughter, Nellie B. Waver. Mr. Waver's

occupations are farming, surveying and school teaching.

Arunah F. Willis, farmer, was born in Angelica, Febru

ary 7th , 1839. During the late war Mr. Willis served in the

ist New York Dragoons. His marriage with Miss Julia

Clark , of Allen , took place October 15th , 1861. They have

a family of four girls ,

Jacob Young, a native of Monroe county, was born Octo

ber 21st , 1829. He came to Birdsall, from Livingston

county, March 16th, 1847. He has been supervisor of the

town and has held many other offices of trust . He married

Miss Harriet C. Dey, of Birdsall, September 18th, 1860.

Mr. Young's occupation is dealing in horses and farming.

Peter M. Young came to Allegany county in 1847 from

Livingston county. He was born in Monroe county in Sep

tember, 1827 , and married Miss Sarah A. Batterson , May

24th , 1849. He is a horse doctor and farmer. They have

a family of seven children .



THE TOWN OF BOLIVAR.

HIS is the southeastern town in the Holland Pur

chase. The first permanent settlement was

made in 1819. Three years before Zephaniah

Smith, a hunter from Unadilla, Otsego county,

built a log house on lot number 48, near the present

site of Richburgh . It was about sixteen feet square ,

and was provided with a small chamber or loft . The

roof was of bark. It was the first dwelling erected within the

limits of the town .

Here Smith spent three winters, hunting and trapping in

the country round about . He last visited the locality in

the winter of 1818-19 . Many of the pioneers were from Ot

sego county and first had their attention directed to the sec

tion by Smith

The first permanent settler was Timothy Cowles , a native

of Vermont, who came from Otsego county, arriving in Bol

ivar December 8th , 1819, and locating on lot number 61 .

There is said to have been a deep snow on the ground at

the time, and had it not been for the abundance of game it

would have been difficult for him to have found subsistence

for himself and family. The house into which they moved

was quite small . A blanket hung over the opening did ser

vice as a door. Mr. Cowles was a resident of Bolivar until

his removal to the west in 1850, where he soon afterward

died . He had two sons, who accompanied him to the town

and became well known afterward . The elder, Alvin T.

Cowles, was born in Otsego county in 1808. He lived with

his father until 1833 , when he took up a portion of lot num

ber 52 and located on it . Erastus Cowles was born in

Friendship, in June, 1819 .

Jonathan Hitchcock was a settler in the spring of 1819 .

He took up part of lot number 48 (now in the south part of

the village of Richburgh ), where he made the first improve

ments in the town subsequent to those of Smith , and was

the first settler to move his family in . He bought Smith's

old hut and renovated it , and built a small addition to it , his

improvements including a new floor and a new and more

substantial roof. He cleared a few acres of land during the

season, on which he planted some corn and potatoes. Later

in the year he cleared about five acres more and put in some

wheat. Late in November he started for Unadilla, Otsego

county, for his wife and four children , with whom he re

turned February 15th , 1820. During his absence he left his

step - son and step-daughter, Samuel and Polly Buckley, who

had accompanied him when he first came, at Azal Buckley's,

in the town of Wirt.

Christopher Tyler, a native of Rhode Island, moved from

Otsego county, where he had lived a short time, to Friend

ship, where he tarried but a little while before removing to

Bolivar, in the winter of 1819. He took up his residence in

the old Smith house, which Hitchcock had vacated for a

time, as above related, and where the latter found him on

his return . The two families were joint tenants of the house

until June, 18:20, when Tyler located on a portion of lot

number 55. Mr. Hitchcock died in 1863 .

Asa Austin and Timothy Cowles accompanied Tyler from

Otsego county to Friendship . In February , 1820, Asa and

Austin Cowles removed to Bolivar, where they built a house

in which they both (lived for a while, until one of them

erected another habitation ior himself and family. Asa

Cowles became one of the most prominent early business

men of the town , and died October 21st, 1829. His brother

Austin was a Methodist preacher. He afterwards went

west, and becoming associated with the Mormons was one

of the revolters at the time Joe Smith , the Mormon prophet,

was killed , in consequence of which action he left the

sect.

Luther Austin removed to Bolivar from Friendship in

1821 , and settled on the farm now owned by Ira Lesuer.

Subsequently he removed to Susquehanna county, Pa. The

same year, or the year before, Alvin Richardson moved with

his family to the vicinity of Richburgh . His daughter

Susan became the wife of Merrill Cowles, in 1830. Left a

widow in 1864, she married Erastus Cowles. She is yet liv.

ing, and, being possessed of a remarkable memory, is perhaps

more conversant with the early history of this section than

any other resident of the town .

Eli Lesuer, born in Unadilla , Otsego county, November

25th , 1796, became a resident of Bolivar in the autumn of

1821 , building a log house on a part of lot number 62 .

The following January he brought his family out from

Otsego county.

Another well remembered early settler was Samuel Davie,

who was born in New Jersey, February 14th , 1794. His

parents removed to Otsego county when he was quite young.

He was a soldier in the war of 1812 , serving four months

and twenty-eight days, and was mustered out at Queenston

at the close of the war. Having bought a piece of land in

Bolivar (part of lot number 62) , on which was a small

house of logs but no clearing, he came out in March, 1823 ,

cleared a small piece and made a garden and planted some

corn . About the first of June he started for Otsego county

for his family and returned within a month, bringing with him

a team of horses which was the first brought to that section .

During the late war he enlisted as a soldier and was ac

cepted on his representation that he was only forty -four

years of age. When told that he appeared much older he

offered to prove his youthfulness by a trial of strength with

the “ best man in the crowd.” Through the influence of

a

a
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esee county to Friendship in 1828 , located on lot number

39 , where he has since lived. In June, 1832 , Levi Lesuer,

from Otsego county , settled on lot number 55 .

Charles Cowles, from Steuben county, and James Davie,

from Otsego county , settled in the town in 1833 , the latter

on lot number 54. The next year John Phillips, from Ver

mont, located on lot number 24 . In October of the same

year Clark Millard moved from Otsego county and settled

on lot number 60 . He subsequently removed to Genesee .

His son , Nelson Millard , continued to reside in the town .

A prominent settler in 1836 was Stephen W. Thomas,

who began his mercantile career in the town in February of

that year as a clerk in the store of N. Hoyt & Co. The busi

ness operations of Mr. Thomas in Bolivar and Richburgh .

receive proper notice in the histories of those villages.

George W. Kenyon , who had moved from Hopkinton, R. I. ,

to Genesee, in 1827 , became a resident of Bolivar in 1838 .

PIONEER LIFE.

his son he was persuaded to return home and abandon his

warlike project . He died April 20th , 1875. A little later,

but, it is believed , in the year 1823 , Ebenezer Kellogg, also

from Otsego county, settled on lot number 56. Among

those who came into the town in 1824 was Abel Root , who

settled in February, on lot number 54 . He was a native

of Otsego county, and had lived in Scio about two

years previously to his advent in Bolivar. In 1835

he removed to Illinois . Three of his children ( Abel ,

jr . , David C. and Freeman B.) who came with him , and one

(James H. ) who was born after his settlement, became well

known in the town . Abel Root , jr. , after his marriage in

1826) , located on lot number 46. In 1839 he removed to

lot number 38. In 1829 David C. Root took an article for

land upon lot number 38 , where he moved with his family

about two years later. During the same year Isaac Well

man, Samuel Frost and William Wellman , all of whom had

previously lived in Vermont , located in the northeast part

of Bolivar. They were the first settlers in that part of the

town . Frost located on lot number 24 and the Wellman

brothers on lot number 16 . Hollis B. Newton moved from

Madison county and settled in Bolivar village in 1824. In

1825 he opened a small store in company with Austin

Cowles, who died soon after and the business was abandoned .

He next engaged in the manufacture of furniture in the

building which he had previously occupied as a store, in

which business he continued until 1831. He kept a public

house from that time until 1845 . From 1845 to 1867 he

was engaged in agricultural pursuits. He died February

19th , 1873. He was twice married . His first wife was

Miss Rhoda Lyon , a native of New Jersey. She died in

1856 , and he married Miss Phebe Smally , of Friendship,

who survives him .

Isaac Case and his son Bradford W. Case , the latter of

whom was born in New Bedford , Mass . , September 6th ,

1812 , moved from Onondaga county with an ox team and

located in the southeast part of the town of Wirt in Janu

ary, 1822. In January, 1825 , they removed to lot number

16 in Bolivar. Bradford W. Case is well known in, both

towns as a mechanic and millwright. In 1827 Thomas Wait,

from Otsego county, was a settler in Bolivar, and Peter

Ayers , who had located in Wirt in April, 1821 , settled where

he afterwards lived . David Thurber moved in from Cayuga

county in March , 1829 , and settled on lot number 46 , where

he remained till his death in February , 1845 .

Among those who came into the town in 1830 was Leon

ard Daniels, who in October of that year located on lot

number 53 , where he owned and operated a saw -mill. In

April , 1833 , his son Alexander, a lad of eight, fell into the

mill pond . The father plunged in to rescue him , and both

were drowned. Mrs. Daniels, who was attempting to save

the life of the child , was with difficulty rescued from a like

fate by a man named Mills , who was fortunately near at

hand . Mr. Daniels was the father of Lucius Daniels, a

prominent resident of the town .

Jeremiah Burdick, from Truxton , Cortland county, was a

settler on lot number 55 , in 1830. Asa P. Stetson was one

of the prominent business men of the town in the early

days. He settled prior to 1830, and became a leading real

estate operator. He was a man of peculiar habits and

opinions, it is said . About 1850 he removed to Allegany . In

1831 Elias Scott, who had come with his father from Gen

At the time settlement begun the nearest grist - mills were

at Friendship and Ceres . Olean and Cuba furnished the

most convenient markets . The settlers were accustomed to

put their grists on a sled to which two yokes of oxen were

attached , and a man was selected to take them to mill. The

journey occupied two or three days . The only article that

commanded money was black salts, which nearly all of the

settlers made. The sale of skins and venison paid for most

of the necessaries of life which the settlers obtained of the

merchants. Soon after his settlement in the town James

Davie found himself in straitened circumstances; but being

an expert hunter he killed enough deer to make a load ,

which he hauled to Cuba and traded for supplies of various

kinds. All of the sugar used in the families of the pioneers

was made from the maple trees everywhere abounding, and

it was also taken by the store - keepers in exchange for mer

chandise to some extent . The black salts were usually

taken to Friendship, but on one occasion Eli Lesuer hauled

his to Franklinville, Cattaraugus county . Most of the

clothing worn by the settlers and their families was made

of home-spun cloth . The inhabitants were widely scattered

at first and few of them had any near neighbors; but the

announcement of a raising or a logging would bring out all

of the male population of the town . T !: e first roads were

merely pathways through the woods, and in most directions

the traveler was obliged to mark his course by chipped or

blazed ” trees. It was not an uncommon occurrence

for persons to lose their way or be lost in the woods .

Perhaps the best remembered incident of this kind occur

red in the autumn of 1825 , when Samuel Frost and his sons

went out a little south of the house one Sunday afternoon to

pick up chestnuts . About sundown Mr. Frost started home

to do the evening chores, leaving the boys to follow when

they were ready . They reached the house at nightfall and

learned that their father had not arrived . Fearing that some

accident had befallen him, they procured the aid of Isaac

Case to search for him . They returned to the place where

they had been gathering chestnuts a few hours previously,

but could find no trace of him . The neighbors were alarmed

the following morning, but sought for the missing man in

vain . Help was summoned from Friendship during the

day, and before night a score or more of men were searching

the woods in every direction , making a thorough and sys

66
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becoming epidemic, and causing many deaths. At differ

ent times in the early history of the town typhus fever pre

vailed . At one time during the first few years of his

practice , Dr. J. L. Cutler had thirty patients under treat

ment. The first cases of diphtheria appeared in 1852-53 .

There were numerous cases of the same disease in the win

ter and spring of 1869. In 1863 there were a few cases of

cerebro - spinal meningitis.

The first store at Bolivar village has already been referred

to in connection with the settlement of Hollis B. Newton ,

as having been opened in 1825 , and closed soon after in

consequence of the death of Asa Cowles, Newton's partner.

The first public house at the village was erected and

opened in 1831 , by Hollis B. Newton . The subsequent

history of this tavern is given in connection with the his

tory or Bolivar village.

THE BOLIVAR CEMETERY.

.

5

tematic search , and as many women had assembled at Frost's

house to prepare food for the searchers and comfort the

troubled family. The quest was continued every day and

part of every night till Thursday evening, and then it was

decided that further search was useless . During the discus

sion the men endeavored to suggest some place that had not

been searched , but to no purpose until Mr. Case chanced

to think of a small gully near by that they had not yet en

tered . Tracks were discovered leading to a wet place in

the gully which it was necessary to pass around. In so do

ing Mr. Case saw Frost lying beside a log, weak and almost

insensible, but still living. A rude litter was constructed, on

which he was carried home, where he speedlily recovered.

He had became lost in the woods, and had spent all of one

night walking backward and forward between two trees less

than twenty feet apart .

Almond W. Cowles was the first white person born in the

town . His birth occurred in 1820 .

The first religious services were held by the Methodists

in the barn of Jonathan Hitchcock , in 1820 , under the

leadership of Austin Cowles, who was a preacher of that

sect . The first church , of the same denomination , was or

ganized in 1828 .

The first school-house in the town was built in 1820. It

was a log structure and stood on the northeast corner of lot

number 55 , on land now owned by S. G. S. Rowley . Rachel

Gilbert taught the first school , in the sunmer of the same

year. Austin Cowles taught the winter term of 1820-21 .

The primitive saw -mill was built on Little Genesee creek,

near Bolivar village , on lot number 55 , in 1822 .

owned by an association of settlers consisting of Christopher

Tyler, Asa Cowles , Austin Cowles and Luther Austin , the

later of whom was the millwright. The saw- mill now owned

by B. M. Kenyon was built by Erastus Cowles, and that on

lot number 31 by Hasley & Hyde.

Luther Austin erected the first framed house, on lot num

F

It was

The first cemetery association of the town of Bolivar was

organized March 30th , 1869 , and Lathrop Hendryx, E. R.

Kilbury , John Mead, J. H. Root, 1. G. Williams and Mil

ton Reed were chosen the first board of trustees.

The papers necessary for incorporation were filed April

2nd , 1867 , and subsequently the first officers of the associa

tion were chosen , as follows : E. R. Kilbury, president ;

A. G. Williams, vice-president ; James H. Root, secretary.

The grounds selected and purchased for cemetery pur

poses consist of between two and three acres of the land of

Eli and Cyrus E. Lesuer and James Davie, immediately sur

rounding the old cemetery, which included about three

fourths of an acre ; and are pleasantly located about half a

mile south of Bolivar village, on the road to Ceres, and can

be easily enlarged as necessity may require .

The first lot sold was to Eli and Cyrus E. Lesuer, January

6th , 1868. The first burial on the grounds of the associa

tion was that of Mrs. Phebe Hoyt, wife of J. W. Hoyt and

daughter of Eli Lesuer.

The first burial in the old burying ground was that of the

remains of a child of Simeon Wilbur, previous to 1830 .

The present officers of the association are as follows :

President , E. R. Kilbury ; vice -president , Erastus W. Cowles ;

treasurer, S. W. Thomas ; secretary, D. A. Newton ; com

mittee on finances and improvements, John Mead and A. G.

Williams.

$

ber 55
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I
PAST AND PRESENT MANUFACTURING INTERESTS.

The first store at Honeoye Corners was built and

opened by Morris Wilson , who also kept the first tavern

there. Not long afterwards two brothers named Warner

opened a grocery store in the same locality.

The first death , that of a child of Luther Austin , oc

curred in 1823 .

The first grist - mill was erected at the village, in 1824 , by

Asa Cowles .

The first couple in Bolivar to unite their hands and

fortunes in the bonds of matrimony were Daniel Kellogg

and Sophia Hitchcock. Their marriage was celebrated in

1825 .

The first physician in the town was Dr. Jonas Wellman,

who located there in 1825. His brother, Warren Wellman,

was a student in his office. They remained only about two

years. The next physician was Dr. E. C. Poole, who came

in 1832 . He was followed by Dr. Sturgess, who began to

practice there in 1838. Dr. Weston came next, but re

mained only a short time . Dr. J. L. Cutler began to prac

tice in Bolivar in the spring of 1850. He is associated with

his brother, Dr. Dorr Cutler, who has been a resident phy

sician since the spring of 1874. In this connection a few

facts regarding the general health of the town will doubt

less be found of interest . The public health has been gen

erally good . In 1825 a fever of malignant type prevailed ,

The Bolivar grist - mill was built in 1824 by Asa Cowles,

who died in 1829. Asa P. Stetson bought the mill of

Cowles's estate and operated it until 1850, with George W.

Kenyon as a partner a portion of the time . Jeremiah and

Henry R. Burdick bought Stetson's interest in 1850, and

Kenyon's two years later. Jeremiah Burdick had immediate

charge of the mill most of the time from 1830 to his death ,

in 1874. It is now owned and operated by Henry R. Bur

dick , who put in steam power in 1876 .

About 1835 Asa P. Stetson , mentioned above, built the

Bolivar tannery and conducted the business on a limited

scale, manufacturing part of his leather into shoes, which he

sold to the people around about . In 1844 he sold the

establishment to Messrs. Daniels & Pease . The following

year Lucius Daniels bought the interest of his partner,

Charles G. Pease , and a year later formed a partnership
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with George W. Kenyon . At the expiration of six years he

purchased the interest of the latter. In 1858 Kenyon again

purchased a half interest in the concern . In 1866 Mr. Dan

iels sold his interest to E. W. Cowles, and Kenyon & Cowles

have since successfully conducted the business in con

nection with the manufacture of harnesses.

The Bolivar cheese factory was built in 1874 by D. A.

Newton and James Coon . In 1877 the latter disposed of

his interest to the former, who has since conducted the busi

ness. The factory receives the milk of about five hundred

cows.] The amount of cheese made at this establishment in

1874 was 65,457 pounds ; 1875 , 75,351 pounds ; 1876, 78,

273 pounds ; 1877 , 90,416 pounds ; 1878, 137,656 pounds.

On Horse creek there is a creamery, owned by S. P. Perry,

and there is a cheese factory at Honeoye Corners . The fol

lowing figures, from the report of the census of 1875 , give

the amount of dairy products in the town at that date.

Could later statistics be obtained an increase in the products

of this industry would be observed . Average number of

milch cows kept, 885 ; number of cows whose milk was sent

to the factory, 496 ; butter made in families the previous

year, 62,285 pounds ; cheese made in families, 974.

In the fall of 1856 destructive fires spread through the

forests and over many of the farms of the town .

to the office of school commissioner at the regular town

meeting were again voted for and duly elected . It was

voted that the inspectors of common schools should receive

seventy - five cents a day for their service in their official ca

pacity.

In the early history of the town there was considerable

friendly strife in choosing the place for holding town meet

ings and elections, Bolivar and Richburgh being the rival

points. The town meeting for March , 1838, was to have

been held at Richburgh, in accordance with a vote taken at

the previous town meeting. The board, which was favora

ble to Bolivar, met at the appointed time and place, but

before a ballot was received adjourned the meeting to the

latter place. The voters from the northern part of the town

rallied in force during the day and voted by a large majority

that the next annual town meeting be held at Richburgh,

The town was divided the twelfth of the following month

and the strife came to an end , the town meetings and elec

tions of Bolivar having since been held in the village .

The following is a list of those who have been elected to

the office of supervisor of the town from 1825 to 1879, in

clusive : 1825-27 , Asa Cowles ; 1828, 1829, Pliny S. Evans ;

1830 , 1831 , 1837 , Jonah French ; 1832-36 , Warren Wellman ;

1838-40, 1842 , Martin Butts ; 1841 , 1845-48, Asa P. Stetson ;

1843 , 1852 , G. W. Kenyon ; 1844, S. G. S. Rowley ; 1849 ,

H. B. Newton ; 1850 , 1851 , A. Hosley ; 1853 , Merrill Cowles ;

1854, S. J. Newton ; 1855-57 , 1862, 1867 , 1874, 1875 J. M.

Curtis ; 1858 , 1859, A. A. Lewis ; 1860, 1870 , J. S. Cutler ;

1861 , 1863 , H. R. Burdick ; 1864 , N. S. Davis ; 1865 , 1866 ,

1873 , R. S. Andrus ; 1868, 1869 , Edwin R. Kilbury ; 1871 ,

J. C. Reed ; 1872 , D. A. Newton ; 1876, 1877 , 1879, J. S.

Hoyt ; 1878, I. G. Lesuer.

The successive town clerks have been as follows : 1825 ,

1826 , Austin Cowles ; 1827 , Pliny S. Evans ; 1828, 1829, E.

H. Wightman ; 1830, T. W. Leonard ; 1831 , 1832 , A. S.

Preston ; 1833-36 , 1840, Asa P. Stetson ; 1837 , Martin,

Butts ; 1838, Nelson Hoyt ; 1839, S. G. Baldwin ; 1841-44,

Jeremiah Burdick ; 1845-47 , C. G. Pease ; 1848 , 1849, S. N.

Wait ; 1850, 1852 , 1853 , J. C. Reed ; 1851 , G. W. Kenyon ;

1854, H. R. Burdick ; 1855 , 1856 , S. W. Thomas ; 1857 , R.

s . Andrus ( Mr. Reed to fill vacancy) ; 1858, J. W. Hoyt ;

1859 , 1861-63 , R. S. Andrus ; 1860, C. E. Lesuer ; 1864,

1870-75 , J. S. Hoyt ; 1865 , S. G. S. Rowley ; 1866 , 1867 , E.

P. Smith ; 1868, 1869, D. A. Newton ; 1876, B. O. Newton ;

1877 , 1878 , W. H. Johnson ; 1879, G. A. Eaton .

Civil HISTORY .

The town of Bolivar was formed from Friendship Feb

ruary 15th, 1825. A portion of the town of Wirt was

taken from Bolivar April 12th, 1838 .

The first; town meeting was held March ist, 1825 , at the

tavern of H. B. Newton, in Bolivar village. Pliny S.

Evans served as town clerk pro tem . The following officers

were elected :

Supervisor, Pliny S. Evans ; town clerk, Austin Cowles ; as

sessors, Pliny S. Evans, Jonah French , and Eli Lesuer ;

collector, Elijah Fuller ; overseers of the poor, Jonathan

Hitchcock and Simeon Wightman ; constables , Elijah Ful

ler and Philip Appleby ; school commissioners, Levi Ap

pleby, Alvin Richardson and Ebenezer Kellogg ; overseers

of highways-district No. 1 , Elijah Fuller ; district No. 2 ,

Asa Cowles ; district No. 3 , John Scott ; district No. 4 ,

Philip Appleby ; district No. 5 , N. R. Bliven : district No.

6 , Simeon Wightman ; district No. 7 , E. Rogers ; district

No. 8, William Kellogg ; district No. 9 , M. R. Randolph ;

district No. 10, Samuel Frost ; district No. 11 , N. B. Scott ;

district No. 12 , Joshua Chapman.

The following is from the minutes of the first town

meeting : " Voted that the supervisors shall raise all the

money that the law allows for the support of common

schools. Voted that overseers of highways act as fence

viewers and damage -appraisers. Voted that the supervisor

shall raise two hundred and fifty dollars for the benefit

of the roads of the town . Voted that the town shall pay

five dollars to any inhabitant who shall kill a grown wolf or

panther in said town , and half that sum for whelps. Voted

that the supervisor shall raise fifty dollars for the support of

the poor. Voted that this meeting adjourn to meet at the

house of Alvin Richardson , on the first Tuesday in March

next.”

At a special town meeting held March 6th , 1825 , Pliny S.

Evans, Asa Cowles and Austin Cowles were elected in

spectors of common schools. Those recorded as elected

BOLIVAR VILLAGE.

The village of Bolivar is located in the northwestern part

of the town, on Little Genesee creek, and contains a flouring

mill , a tannery, two shoe shops, a harness shop, a black

smith shop, a carriage shop, a hotel , three dry goods and

grocery stores and a clothing and boot and shoe store. The

list of resident professional men embraces an attorney and

two physicians. The population is about twohundred .

The first building on the site of the village was the log

house erected by Asa and Austin Cowles, in 1820, opposite

the site of the present hotel . William Wilson built a house

three years later near the present site of D. A. Newton's

residence . The erection of the pioneer saw- mill in 1822 ,

and the pioneer grist -mill in 1824 , both near the village, was

the beginning at that point . The primitive store of Hollis
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Carpenter, E. R. Kilbury and R. S. Andrus. The lodge

has never been involved in debt, and the utmost harmony

has ever prevailed among the members . Stephen W.

Thomas, S. G. S. Rowley and A. G. Williams (the three

officers named in the charter) are still active members of

the lodge. Facts embodied in this sketch have been sup

plied by the former.

BOLIVAR METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH .

3

E

B. Newton and Asa Cowles, in 1825 , was the next step in

the progress of the village.
Hollis B. Newton built a por

tion of the present hotel building, and opened a public house

in it in 1831. He continued as the village landlord until

1845 , when the house passed into the hands of Stephen W.

Thomas. G. W. Kenyon was the proprietor for a time , and

was succeeded by R. P. Stetson , who sold it to Alpheus G.

Williams. Williams was the proprietor from 1852 to 1856 ,

and sold the property to H. Beers . Subsequent owners have

been A. Hasl·y, J. (). Stone, Elias Scott, Daniel Hawley, Je

hiel Voorhees, and H. A. Robinson . Robinson sold it back

to Voorhees and it is now owned by his widow. The

building of the Bolivar tannery in 1831 is referred to else

where.

The next store in the village after the early venture of

Newton & Cowles was that of Nelson Hoyt & Co. , which

was opened in February, 1836. Stephen W. Thomas was

employed by the firm as a clerk, and sold the first goods

which passed over their counter. In 1839, he became a

partner with Nelson Hoyt, who had previously become sole

proprietor, the partnership continuing three years. Mr.

Thomas carried on business alone three years in a building

opposite the tannery, now occupied as a dwelling , after

which he again formed a partnership with Mr. Hoyt, which

continued five years, when he traded alone two years in the

store he now occupies. He sold out about 1856 or 1857 ,

and removed to Richburgh , where he did business two years,

In 1859, after the death of Mr. Hoyt, he purchased his

stock of goods and traded till 1871. In 1874 he resumed

business at his present stand.

The store of Hoyt & Thomas was robbed in the spring

of 1850. The safe, which was a small one, was taken to a

field near the village, and there broken open and the

contents removed . One of the burglars was arrested and

convicted.

Darius A. Newton has been a prominent merchant of

Bolivar during most of the time since 1851 , when he began

business.

Abraham Voorhees has been engaged in mercantile pur

suits since 1852, in partnership, at different times, with R.

Prindle, R. S. Andrus, A. Clark , and since 1871 ) with

J. S. Hoyt, under the firm name of Voorhees & Hoyt.

This firm , Stephen W. Thomas, Newton & Partridge and

R. S. Andrus constitute the list of merchants of the present

time. The store in which Voorhees & Hoyt now trade was

erected by Darius A. Newton, in 1851 .

MACEDONIA LODGE, NO. 258, F. A. M.

This lodge was duly organized with fifteen charter mem

bers (after having previously obtained a charter dated June

12th , 1852 , from the grand lodge of the State of New York)

by the installation of its officers by Jeremiah Hatch, repre .

sentative of Nelson Randall , grand master of the grand

lodge of the State of New York, August 11th, 1852. The

charter was signed by Nelson Randall, grand master of the

grand lodge, Daniel S. Wright, S. G. W.; James M. Hatch,

J. G. W., and James W. Powell, M. D. , grand secretary .

The three officers mentioned in the charter were S. G. S.

Rowley, W. M.; Stephen W. Thomas, S. W., and A. G. Wil

liams, J. W. The successive worshipful masters of the

lodge have been as follows: S. G, S. Rowley, Stephen W.

Thomas, J. M. Curtis, A. G. Williams, E. W. Cowles, A. N.

This church was organized in 1828. It is incorporated as

the Bolivar Methodist Episcopal Society. Nelson Hoyt,

Eli Lesuer, Abel Root, jr. , Clark Millard and Levi Lesuer

were the first trustees. Nelson Hoyt was the first clerk.

The constituent members numbered about thirty.

The following have been class leaders in the order named :

Ebenezer Kellogg, Thomas Eaton , George Hoyt, Chester

Davie, Chester Wakeman and Martin Finch . The following

preachers have served as pastors of the church at different

times since its organization : Revs. John Bannister, O. S.

Chamberlayne, T. W. Potter, Currier, W. H. Rogers,

—Leak, G. H. Van Valkenburg, John Ayer, A. H. John

son , C. D. Rowley and Rev. A. B. Kelly, the present pas

tor.

The lot on which the church is located was donated to

the society by Nelson Hoyt. The house of worship was

erected in 1843, at a cost of $ 1,900. The dedicatory sermon

was preached by Rev. Dr. Anderson. The church has twice

been visited by powerful revivals (in 1843 and 1848) . The

present membership is about one hundred and twenty . The

present trustees are J. L. Cutler, E. R. Kilbury, Elias Scott,

Lyman Root and Chester Davie . The present class-leader

and clerk are, respectively, Martin Finch and George A. Ea

ton .

South BOLIVAR AND RICHBURGH.

1.3 .

On Honeoye creek, in the southern part of the town, is a

small settlement (South Bolivar P. O.) locally known as

" Honeoye Corners" and " Honeoye Forks," which contains

a wagon shop, a blacksmith shop and a few dwellings.

Reference has been made to the first store and tavern at

this point.

The extreme southern portion of the village of Richburgh

is in Bolivar. This village is properly noticed in the history

of the town of Wirt.

STATISTICS OF POPULATION, VALUATION AND TAXATION.

The population of the town increased steadily from 499

in 1830 to 752 in 1835. According to the census of 1840

the population at that time was 408. This apparent de

crease of 344 while settlement was constantly advancing is

accounted for by the fact that a portion of the town was

annexed to Wirt in 1838. In 1845 the population was 517 ;

in 1850, 708 ; in 1855 , 985 ; in 1860, 959 ; in 1865 , 1,005 ;

in 1870, 959 ; in 1875 , 1,002 .

According to the report of the board of supervisors of

Allegany county for 1878 the assessed valuation of real

estate in Bolivar was $281,680 ; of personal property $ 15,550 ;

the assessed valuation of real estate per acre in 1877 was

$40.03 ; the amount of State tax levied in 1878 was $593 ;

of county tax, $794 ; town tax, $640.
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The following named volunteers from the town of Bolivar

perished on the field , in hospital or in prison during the war

for the Union :

E. C. Kellogg, enlisted Sept. 10 , 1861 ; died at Florence,

S. C.

Daniel B. Gaithwaite, enlisted in 1861 ; died Aug. 20 , at

Washington.

Stephen Wilmouth, enlisted in 1861 ; died at Annapolis.

Lieutenant Edward J. Davis, enlisted in Sept. , 1861 , in

the 85th N. Y. infantry ; died at Newport, N. C. , April 11 ,

1862 .

Hiram Pierce, enlisted in 1861 ; died at Andersonville.

Joseph Pierce, enlisted Aug. 20, 1862 ; died at Anderson

ville.

John L. Weston, enlisted Sept. 5 , 1863 ; killed in battle .

Hiram G. Wakeman, enlisted Aug. 12 , 1862 ; died at

Howard Hospital in 1863 .

William S. Moore, enlisted Sept. , 1861 ; died at Ander

sonville .

Edward B. Griffith, enlisted Aug. 14 , 1862 ; died at An

dersonville .

David Coles, enlisted Feb. 12 , 1874 ; died at home, Jan.

2 , 1865 .

Hiram C. Gardner, enlisted Aug. 13 , 1862 ; was killed at

the battle of Lookout Mountain .

Edwin R. Smith , enlisted in Sept. , 1861 ; died at York

town , May 4, 1862 .

William H. Stratton , enlisted Jan. 2 , 1864 ; was killed in

the battle of the Wilderness.

Alfred Chopin , enlisted in Sept. , 1861 ; died at Ander

sonville , Aug. , 1864.

James Visber, enlisted Sept. 16, 1861 ; died at Anderson

ville, June 1 , 1864.

Elijah C. Gibert, enlisted in 1861 ; died at Andersonville,

July 25 , 1864.

Alvin White, enlisted in Aug. , 1861 ; killed at the battle

of the Wilderness.

Esyor Day, enlisted in Jan. , 1864 ; died at Washington ,

July 22 , 1864.

David Crandall , enlisted Aug. 13 , 1862 ; died at Ander

sonville, Sept. 1o , 1864.

George W. Livingston , enlisted Jan. 4 , 1864 ; died at

Bolivar, Nov. 20 , 1864.

George Smith , enlisted Feb. 15 , 1864 ; died at Maeganza,

La.

J. Dry, enlisted Feb. 12 , 1863 ; died on the Red river.

John Keckhow, enlisted Sept. 8, 1861 , in the 85th N. Y.

infantry ; died at Andersonville , June 24, 1864 .

Charles H. Johnson , enlisted Sept. 8, 1861 ; died at An

dersonville , July 13 , 1864 .

James H. Cranford , enlisted in Aug. , 1861 ; died at An .

dersonville , Aug. 16, 1864 .

Thomas Shields, record unknown .

Asa W. Root , enlisted Sept. gth , 1861 ; died at Anderson

ville .

Henry Baulsover, enlisted in Sept. , 1861 ; was shot while

trying to escape from the rebels ; buried at Florence, S. C.

Francis E. Brames, enlisted Sept. II , 1861 ; died at

Florence, S. C.

Sanford Davie ; died at Fairfax Court-house .

George A. Beers , son of Wakeman Beers , was born in

this town , in 1853. In 1874 he married Frank Smith, of

Bolivar. Mr. Beers is a farmer; was inspector of elections

three years and elected assessor in 1879 .

James M. Curtis, a son of Lysander Curtis, was born in

Otsego county, N. Y. , in 1828 , and came to Bolivar in 1850 .

He is an attorney and has been actively and successfully en

gaged in the practice of his profession since that time. He

owns a farm of two hundred and fifty acres, on which he

has resided a portion of the time. Besides the practice of

law he has been engaged in agricultural pursuits to some

extent . He has served the town of Bolivar as supervisor

and also as justice of the peace. In 1852 he married Miss

Huldah J. Root, of Bolivar.

Dorr Cutler, M. D. , was born in Moravia, Cayuga county ,

N. Y. , August 29th , 1836. He came to Bolivar, in September,

1858. He was engaged in harness making for years. Dur

ing the civil war he was a member of the 138th regiment

N. Y. volunteers, which was changed into the gth heavy

artillery. He studied medicine in the office of his brother,

Dr. J. L. Cutler, and graduated from the Medical Depart

ment of the University of New York in the spring of 1869 .

He practiced at Ceres four and a half years, after which he

came to Bolivar, where he has since resided. He was mar

ried November 6th , 1859, to Miss Harriet Cowles, a daughter

of the late Merrill Cowles, of Bolivar.

Dr. J. L. Cutler is a native of Moravia, Cayuga county ,

N. Y. , and located at Bolivar in the spring of 1850 , where he

at once built up an extensive and lucrative practice . In

1863-4 he was surgeon of the 134th regiment N. Y. volun

teers . Dr. Cutler is a graduate of the Medical Depart

ment of the University of New York, and is one of the

most prominent physicians of the county .

C. B. Davie was born in Bolivar, in 1830, and married in

1855 , to Clarissa Barnes, of the same town . He is a lum

berman and farmer; has been town auditor two years, in

spector of elections five years and excise commissioner one

year.

Lucius Daniels was born in Otsego county, N. Y. , July

6th , 1822. His father moved to Bolivar in 1830. He was

married to Mrs. Sarah L. Lesuer, May 28th , 1843. He has

served the town of Bolivar as assessor, and also as justice ten

years. He was for many years interested in the tannery at

Bolivar , but is now engaged in agricultural pursuits. Mrs.

Sarah L. Daniels, whose maiden name was Doud, was born

in Fabius, Onondaga county, N. Y. , February 23d , 1822 .

William H. Johnson was born in Hamburg, Erie county ,

N. Y. , August 27th , 1832 , and first came to Bolivar June

16th , 1862. During the war he was a member of the 136th

regiment N. Y. volunteers. In 1866 he returned to Bolivar,

where he has since resided . He is a carriage maker. He

has filled the offices of inspector of election and town clerk ,

each two years . He was married September 18th , 1858, to

Miss Jennie Van Dewater, of Machias, N. Y.

Benjamin M. Kenyon , a lumberman and farmer, was born

April 23d , 1825 , at Hopkinton, R. I. , but has lived in Boli

var fifty -one years. His wife was Eliza A. J. Cottrell ; they

were married September 14th , 1849. At the time Mr. Ken

yon came into the county there were neither schools nor
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churches. The two Kenyon farms, which were then in a

wilde ss, are now the best in the Little Genesee valley .

E. R. Kilbury was born in 1825 , in Tremont, N. Y. He

was married in 1846 to Hannah M. Gates, of that place .

He removed to Bolivar in 1854. He has been a justice of

the peace for the past twenty years, one year a justice of

sessions, and two years supervisor. He went into the army

in 1864 as first lieutenant.

Darius A. Newton was born in Bolivar, December 25th ,

1829. He went into mercantile business in 1851 , having

previously acted as clerk for Russell & Marvin , of Richburg.

He continued in business until 1864, when he traded his

store for real estate. In 1867 he built the store now occu

pied by Newton & Partridge. Mr. Newton is a prominent

citizen of Bolivar, is enterprising and public -spirited and has

done much to build up the village as well as town of Boli

var. He was married December 30th , 1852 , to Miss Abigail

S. Cowles, daughter of the late Merrill Cowles, of Bolivar.

L. E. Root was born in Bolivar December 25th , 1832 .

He is a son of Abel Root, jr. , one of the early settlers of the

town . Mr. Root has spent all his life in Bolivar, excepting

the period passed in the army during the civil war and three

years spent in Winnebago county, Ill . He enlisted in

the 189th regiment N. Y. volunteers September 1st ,

1862 , and was mustered out June 2nd, 1865. While in

the service he filled the position of brigade blacksmith .

He is a blacksmith, carpenter and joiner and owns a shop

in Bolivar. He has filled the position of inspector of elec

tions and overseer of the poor. He was married September

2nd, 1860 , to Miss Elmira Reed, a daughter ofJeromeB.Reed .

STEPHEN W. THOMAS was born at Angelica, October 21st,

1814. His father, Vial Thomas, was one of the early settlers

of that town . In the winter of 1833 and 1834 he visited

portions of the State of Michigan , and after his return he

became a clerk for N. Hoyt & Co. , at Richburg. In Feb

ruary, 1836, Mr. Hoyt opened a store at Bolivar, Mr.

Thomas, as clerk , selling the first goods that were sold out of

the new store. In 1839 he became a partner with Mr. Hoyt,

who had become sole proprietor, the partnership continuing

three years. Mr. Thomas carried on business alone three

years in a louse now occupied as a dwelling, opposite the

tannery, after which he again formed a partnership with Mr.

Hoyt, which continued five years, after which he was alone

two years in the store which he now occupies. He sold out

and moved to Richburg about 1856 or 1857 , returning to

Bolivar in 1859 , after the death of Mr. Hoyt, whose stock

of goods he purchased. From 1871 to 1873 he was engaged

in agricultural pursuits, but in 1874 he resumed business in

his present location . He was married in February, 1839 , to
,

Miss Amanda M. Hoyt . Mr. Thomas has served as assessor,

town clerk and superintendent of schools.

Mrs. Sarah E. Voorhees was born February 8th, 1844, at

New Vernon, Orange county, N. Y. She was married,

March 14th , 1863 , to Johiel Voorhees, of Wellsville , who

died some five years since. She came to Bolivar from

Friendship , April 6th , 1863 , and has kept a temperance hotel

for eleven years.

Alpheus G. Williams was born in Watertown, Jefferson

county, N. Y. , November 29th , 1820 . He came to Angelica,

Allegany county, in 1844, and first came to Bolivar in 1846.

His first business in Allegany county was that of clerk in

Hartshorn's Hotel in Angelica. He kept a hotel at Friend

ship two years ; he was afterwards engaged in the same bus.

iness in Rushford three years. He was proprietor of the

hotel at Bolivar from 1852 to 1856. He was deputy sheriff,

under Gamaliel Benjamin , from 1852 to 1855 , and also under

S. N. Bennett. He was married September 27th, 1847 to

Miss Mary Davie, a daughter of Samuel Davie, one of the

early settlers of Bolivar. She died March 23d , 1857. He

afterwards married Miss Mary J. Davie , a daughter of James

Davie. He is now engaged in agricultural pursuits and

owns a farm adjoining the village.
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HIS town was named in honor of the Scottish

poet Robert Burns. It is one of the towns in

Allegany county originally belonging to the

Morris Reserve. The first settlement was made

on Canaseraga creek , in 1805 , by Moses and Jeremiah

Gregory, Samuel Rodman and John Gaddis . Very

little information is now accessible concerning these

earliest settlers. Mrs. Samuel Rodman is said to have been

an uncommonly rapid knitter. It is related of her that after

settlement had advanced somewhat she was in the habit of

frequently visiting neighbors on the site of the present vil

lage of Canaseraga, and while walking the distance from her

husband's house would " foot a pair of stockings."

Another who came in 1805 was William Hopkins, from

Pennsylvania, who settled in South valley , a mile south of

Canaseraga, where he took up two hundred acres of land .

His son , John Hopkins, who died in 1873, came at the same

time. Samuel Boylan , a native of New Jersey, came in 1806

from Bluff Point on Crooked lake, in Yates county, accom

panied by his son James H. Boylan , at that time nine years

of age. They arrived early in the spring, bringing with

them on their backs as much substantial food as, with the

aid of such game as they could kill , they thought would last

them while they were chopping the trees on a few acres of

land. Mr. Boylan took up one hundred and sixty acres of

lot number 99 , where the village of Canaseraga now is.

After they had cut the timber down on six acres of land ,

they returned to Bluff Point to attend to their haying and

harvesting there. From information furnished by Christo

pher Boylan , of Burns, a grandson of Mr. Boylan , to the

compilers of the directory of Allegany county, we learn that

“ after harvest a cart was loaded with seed, grain and pro

visions, and the twain again set out for this locality. At

Dansville they were obliged to abandon the cart and load its

contents upon the backs of the oxen, as there was nothing

but an Indian path from that place to their destination .

Having logged a fallow they turned out their cattle to

feed along the creek while they burned it . When they went

in search of the cattle one of them was found dead , so that

Mr. Boylan was obliged to return to Bluff Point for another

and for more seed grain . After the grain was in , the

body of a log house was erected north of the creek on the

eastern edge of the village, and a patch of timber cut

around it . Then they returned to Bluff Point and remained

till spring, when Mr. Boylan came on and put in some corn

and potatoes among the logs and covered his house. He

then returned for his family , consisting of his wife (Eliza

beth) and five sons (James H. , John, Furman , Isaac and

Samuel," the father of Christopher Boylan) , “ and his

stock, consisting of twenty-two head of cattle . " In gath

ering the material for the history of Burns we were informed

by James H. Boylan , mentioned above , that part of his

father's purchase included eighty acres which had been

taken up by one of the Gregorys, afterward purchased by

Nathan Slader, who transferred it to Mr. Boylan . On this

lot Mr. Boylan says there was a log house which they occu

pied when they first came. It is stated on the same au

thority that Mr. Boylan afterward bought eighty acres more,

increasing his possessions to two hundred and forty acres.

He was a blacksmith by trade, and probably established the

first blacksmith shop in town . He was a member of the

Methodist church and was active in the affairs of the town,

holding the positions of magistrate and town clerk for many

years. He died in 1852 and his widow soon afterward .

James H. Boylan , Isaac Boylan and a number of other de

scendants of this pioneer have since been known as residents

of the town . The former was eighty-one years of age in

1878. He was the first town clerk .

Thomas Quick, Elias Van Scoter , Elijah and Daniel

Abbott and William Carroll also came in 1806. They were

all from Pennsylvania. Quick located in the eastern part of

the town , and Van Scoter near him . The latter had lived

for a time previous to his advent in Burns at Arkport , Steuben

county. The Abbotts settled at De Witt's Valley (now

Burns village) , and Carroll on lot number 40, a little south

of the center of the town . He was a man well versed in

the experiences of a hard life , having been a soldier in the

war for independence and subsequently for some time a

sailor. His family consisted of his wife, five sons and three

daughters. He lived on the place where he located until

his death . John, his son , died at the age of seventy-eight,

on the same farm . He was about eight when his father

settled in the town .

Among others who came at an early date were Nathaniel

Summers, who settled in the northeast part of the town ,

James Crooks, in the northern part, west of Canaseraga,

and a man named Fry near Burns village . The Sladers,

Wilsons and McCurdys were also among the first settlers,

and among those who came a little later were the Carpenters

and Whitneys. The latter located on Canaseraga creek . In

1809 Henry Leonard came from Towanda, Pa. , with his

wife and family of two girls and three boys, and settled at

Canaseraga. His son Joseph lived on the farm his father

took up till his death, in 1876, at the age of seventy -four.

He held the office of magistrate continuously for nearly

forty - five years. His widow is living with their son , Elijah

B. Leonard, who is a well known resident of the town.

In 1816 Horatio Tilden located on lot number where

he took up sixty acres of wild land and built a log

cabin on it for the accommodation of his family while he

accomplished the labor of clearing and putting his domain

25 ,
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art and Daniel Karns from South Dansville. The latter pur

chased one hundred and eight acres. He died in 1873 , at the

age of seventy-three. The population of the town in 1850

was 943 ; in 1855 , 1,097 ; in 1860, 1,064 ; in 1865 , 1,064 ; in

1870, 1,340 and in 1875 , 1,613 .

OCCURRENCES IN THE EARLY DAYS.

under cultivation . He came from Avon , Livingston county.

He afterward purchased other parcels of land and at his

death , in 1867 , left one hundred and sixty acres. Orlando

L. Tilden, his son , lives on the old homestead.

Alvah Crittenden , a native of Massachusetts , who re

moved west to Le Roy, Genesee county, at an early date,

came to Burns in 1816 and took up a large tract of new

land in the western part of the town and built a log house

thereon . Nathaniel Bennett and family , from Vermont,

settled in the northern part of the town in 1817 . One of

his sons, Daniel W. Bennett, is now a resident . Samuel

Carter came from Massachusetts in 1817 , with a span of

horses and a yoke of oxen attached to a wagon which con

tained his family and effects. They were four weeks on the

road . He located one hundred and twenty acres in lot

number 77 of the Pulteney estate, on which he erected a log

cabin and began the work of clearing . He was an early

member and a deacon of the Presbyterian church . A year

after the arrival of the family, Mr. Carter's son , Milo E. ,

since a resident of the town, was born . The elder Carter

died in 1842 .

Prominent among the settlers in 1818 was William Miller,

who moved his family and their necessary household goods

from Avon with two yokes of oxen and located on lot number

3, near the headwaters of South Valley creek . At that time

there was no settlement in the vicinity. Mr. Miller had been

a soldier of the war of 1812 , and identified himself with the

conduct of town affairs. He died in 1865. Two of his sons ,

Austin F. and Joseph, are residents of the town . Samuel

Whipple and Ezra Whitney moved in from Vermont during

the same year. Whipple settled at Canaseraga. Whitney

brought with him a somewhat numerous family, two of his

sons being married, and took up a large tract of land in

the vicinity of Garwood station .

Stephen Mundy went to Farmersville, Seneca county, in

1818, and in 1819 came to Burns and located on lot number

79, in the western part of the town, where he took up

four hundred acres of the land of the Pulteney estate .

In 1838, at which time, Mr. Mundy says, there was but one

frame house where the village of Canaseraga now is, he pur .

chased fifty acres of lot number 99. Other purchases were

afterward added until he owned an aggregate of six hun

dred acres.

From this time onward the population of the town gradu

ally increased, until in 1830 it numbered 702. Among those

who came in during that year was Dennis , T. Latimore, from

Tompkins county, who located on part of lot number 35 , in

the south part of the town . Five years later the population

had advanced to 936 . Samuel Todd and family, one of

whom was John G. Todd, moved in about 1836 or 1838 and

a number of other families before 1840 , at which date the

population was 867 , it having decreased somewhat in conse

quence of the emigration of a considerable number of thea

residents of the town to Michigan and other States west .

William W. Avery came from South Dansville, Livingston

county, in 1843 , and two years later purchased fifty acres

near the village of Burns. An increase in population had

been evident during the five years previous to 1845, at which

date the aggregate was 924. In 1845 John B. Sutfin came

from Livingston county, and Theodore S. Bacon from Al

mond two years later. During 1848 Valentine 0. Galpin

moved in from Liberty, Steuten county, and John B. Stew

The first birth , the first marriage and the first death in a

town all have a peculiar interest to those interested in the

town's history.

The first white person who made his debut on the stage

of life in Burns was Lewis W. Carroll , August ist, 1807 .

He was a descendant of the ex- Revol'itionary soldier

and whilom sailor William Carroll , who moved in the pre

vious year. John Gregory and Betsy Doty were the first

couple to unite their lives and fortunes in the town by mar

riage .

The first grave ever dug in the town after settlement be

gun was opened to receive the body of Jeremiah Gregory,

who was accidently killed by a falling tree , April 4th , 1812 .

His twin brother, Samuel Gregory, was killed in precisely

the same manner on the 17th of the following September,

and his death was the second in the town .

According to French's Gazetteer of the State of New

York, the first grist - mill in Burns was erected in 1810, by

Daniel Schull . It was located on Canaseraga creek , a

mile below the village. On the same authority, supported

by the statement of the late Joseph Leonard, we are led to

suppose that the first saw-mill was built on Canaseraga

creek , two miles west of the village, by Daniel McCurdy, in

1813. Mr. Christopher Boylan , who is well posted on the

early history of the town, corroborated this statement as to

place and date , but thinks the mill was built by Ezra

Whitney . The first hotel was kept by S. De Witt Brown,

at Burns village, in 1826 , according to one authority, while

another favors the opinion that Oliver Carpenter opened an

inn at an earlier date, in a log house about half a mile east

of Canaseraga . The pioneer store was opened as early as

1828, by Isaac N. Town, on the site of the Pelton House,

in the village of Canaseraga. David Crooks was the prim

itive school teacher. He is said to have taught the first

school in a log house, a half mile west of Canaseraga, in

1810. The house of Moses Gregory sheltered the first con

gregation that ever gathered in the town to listen to the

preaching of the gospel . The preacher was Robert Parker,

a Methodist . No religious society was formed prior to the

organization of the Baptist church by Rev. J. Braman.

the early days services were held at times in the houses of

the pioneers, or in the primitive school - house, by itinerant

preachers, in their travels from place to place. Authorities

differ as to who erected the first framed house in the town.

Ezra Whitney, who moved in in 1818, built one the next

year, and Samuel Boylan erected another about the same

time ; but it seems uncertain which is entitled to priority.

PIONEER EXPERIENCES.

The younger residents of Burns to-day have but a faint

conception of the hardships and perilous experiences of

those who came years ago to prepare the town for their

habitation . If the reminiscences of pioneer life in any

town could be collected and faithfully portrayed, they would

make an interesting and a by no means insignificant volume
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of themselves . They would present a record of struggles

with cold and backward seasons, droughts and other disad

vantages of a similar character ; perilous adventures with

the settler's most inveterate foes, the wolves, and losses of

sheep and cattle by their nightly depredations; and of fre

quent incursions of hungry bears in quest of pork , with all

the innumerable vicissitudes of want and sickness to which

the pioneers were of necessity subjected. As an evidence

of the lack of many of the comforts of existence in Burns

at an early day , it will only be necessary to state that John

Carroll , to whom reference has previously been made, never

wore shoes till he was more than half grown . In after years he

was a somewhat noted hunter and supplied his neighbors from

the abundance of game of that time. The experiences of

Samuel Boylan have been mentioned . The first year he

wintered cattle in Burns he had nothing to feed them except

a little wheat straw and a few corn- stalks , and was obliged

to browse them the greater part of the season . Christopher

Boylan has stated that he never had a pair of shoes till after

he was ten years old. When Nathaniel Bennett moved into

the town with his family , in 1817 , one of his boys was lost

on the way. The late Joseph Leonard carried the first mail

from Angelica to Dansville, making the trip on foot . The

town was very heavily timbered , especially in the eastern

part , pine, oak and hemlock predominating; and a detailed

account of the varied experiences at the early " logging

bees ” would make a checkered chapter in its history . They

were scenes of hard work, yet they were generally scenes of

jollity . But that there were occurrences to mar their en .

joyment, and that danger to life and limb attended the re .

demption of the forest, is evident in the fact that the first

two deaths in the town , to which reference has already been

made, resulted from the falling of trees while the victims

were chopping

1878 , Stephen H. Bennett ; 1874, Horace A. Avery ; 1875 ,

Solomon Denton ; 1879, Henry Colegrove .

Town clerks have served as follows : 1826 , W. H. Boy

lan ; 1827 , Horace Ely ; 1828 , 1829 , John Boylan ; 1830

32 , James H. Boylan ; 1833-38 ( 1837 a tie vote), 1841 ,

Joseph Leonard ; 1839 , D. J. Wood; 1840 1843 , Thomas

Van Scoter; 1842 ( record missing) ; 1844 , Isechar R. Good

rich ; 1845 , 1846 , Gardner L. Scribner; 1847 , 1848 , Hum

phrey Peabody; 1849 , Philander S. Jones ; 1850, Vespasian

Whipple ; 1851 , Alden Prior ; 1852 , 1856 , 1860-69 , H. C.

Peabody; 1855 , 1859 , Alexander Kelly ; 1857 , C. S. Beach ;

1858, Archibald H. Lemen ; 1870, Charles B. Casterline ;

1871-77 , 1879 , Henry Dove ; 1878, James L. Gemmell.

Besides the supervisor and town clerk , already mentioned ,

the town officers elected for 1879 were as follows : Justice ,

Edson D. Barnum ; highway commissioner, Edgar Boylan ;

assessor, Theodore S. Bacon ; collector, Henry Miller ; con

stables, Michael G. Munday, Hugh H. Rolison , Henry

Miller, W. C. Bardwell , Benson Jacobs ; overseer of the

poor, Edwin R. Whitney; inspectors of election , Isaac L.

Gould, E. C. Strickland ; game constable , Isaac Lockwood.

I

STATISTICS-THE R. N. & P. R. R.

The number of acres of land in the town of Burns is

15,482 ; the assessed valuation of real estate per acre in

1877 was $26.03 ; in the aggregate, $403.034 ; of personal

property, $50,158. The amount of county tax was $ 1,389.

71 ; State tax , $ 1,213.34 .

The average number of milch cows kept in 1874 was 516 ;

in 1875 , 556. The number of cows whose milk was sent to

factoryi n the latter year was 96. In 1874 there were 60,515

pounds of butter made in families.

The proposed route of the Rochester, Nunda and Penn

sylvania Railroad enters Burns near the northwest corner,

and describing a segment of a small circle leaves the town

again almost immediately.

ORGANIZATION AND TOWN OFFICERS.

THE GAS SPRING VALLEY M. E. CHURCH .

This church was organized in 1846 , with twelve con

stituent members , under its present name, under the minis

trations of Rev. Veranius Brownell .

The church edifice was erected at a cost of $600 , in 1861

and 1862 , and will comfortably seat about three hundred

persons . The present cash value of the church property

is estimated at $ 1,000 . The present membership is thirty

or thirty-five.

CANASERAGA .

Burns was formed from Ossian , March 17th, 1826. Os

sian was formed from Angelica, March uith , 1808 , and re .

mained one of the towns of Allegany county until it was

annexed to Livingston in 1856. The first town officers were :

Philip Rich , supervisor ; J. H. Boylan , town clerk ; Benja

min Jones, John Boylan and William Morley, assessors ; Wil

liam Carroll , collector ; William Carroll , Joseph Leonard,

Samuel Carpenter, Horace Morse and T. Van Scoter, con

stables ; N. Bennett, Elias Van Scoter and Silas Rease, com

missioners of highways ; William Shepard and James Carroll,

poor masters ; Josephus Miller, Jonathan Paley and Royal

Whitney, school commissioners ; Philip Rich , Horatio Til

den and William Carroll , school inspectors ; Philip Rich ,

justice of the peace .

The following is a list of the supervisors of the town , with

the years of their service, respectively : 1826 , Philip P. Rich ;

1827 , 1928 , Oliver Carpenter; 1829-34 , 1838 , William Welsh ;

1835 , Warner Hastings ; 1836 , 1837 , 1847-49 , 1851 , Stephen

Mundy ; 1839 , 1840 , Andrew Whitney; 1841 , William Good

ell ; 1842 (record missing ) ; 1843 , 1844 , 1850, 1855 , 1856 ,

Alvah Cruttenden ; 1845 , 1846 , Charles D. Robinson ; 1852

54 , James K. Brace ; 1857 , 1858 , William B. Brown ; 1859 ,

1860 , W. W. Wood ; 1861 , 1862 , 1876 , 1877 , Fay Miller ;

1863 , 1864 , M. D. Dimmick ; 1865 , 1866, Daniel H. Halli

day ; 1867 , Alvin Whitney ; 1868, 1869 , Edward Mundy;

1870, David H. Higgins ; 1871 , 1872 , John L. Walker ; 1873 ,

As enterprise took root in various parts of the town, and

the establishment of useful manufactures and industries and

convenient home markets followed , settlement was attracted

10 these centers and several small villages grew up ;

Canaseraga became the largest of these.

It has already been related how this point was settled very

early in the history of the town by Samuel Boylan and

others . Gradually it grew from a pioneer neighborhood

into a settlement of farmers and mechanics ; from a settle

ment to a hamlet, and from a hamlet to a village, through

the influence of the railroad and the enterprise of its in

habitants . The village was named from the creek fowing

past it on the south and east . The stream was called by

the Indians at an early day “ Ga-nose- ga -go." Since then
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the word has often appeared in print as “ Canaseraga , "

but by common consent it has for years past been called

Canaseraga. The place was formerly known as “ Whitney

Valley,” in honor of Ezra Whitney, who in 1818 took up

quite a tract of land near Garwood station , and gave his

name to adjacent parts of the valley of the Canaseraga.

The village now contains a convenient number of stores and

business places and three churches, has a good representa

tion of the various useful trades, and is a station on the

Buffalo division of the N. Y. , L. E. & W. Railroad .

The best interests of the village are well represented by

its local paper, the Canaseraga Times, published by Mr.

W. H. Barnum , a history of which is given in connection

with the history of the county press. Canaseraga is justly

regarded as one of the most enterprising small villages on

the line of the New York , Lake Erie and Western Railroad .

Many of the business buildings have a new and fresh ap

pearance, and on all sides are evidences of prosperity and

thrift. The educational facilities of the village are good.

CHURCHES OF CANASERAGA .

The First Baptist Church of Canaseraga was organized in

1810, under the name of the Alfred Baptist Church . In

1820 it was called the Ossian Baptist Church, in 1826 the

Burns Baptist Church, and it received its present name in

1857

The successive pastors since 1818 have been as follows

--when possible we give the dates at which the different in

cumbents came and went : 1818, Rev. John W. Lawton;

Rev. Muriel V. Bemus, Rev. Elijah Bennett, Rev. Amos

Chase, Rev. Jonathan Post, Rev. William Dye, Rev. —

Barrell, Rev. J. W. Emery, Rev. Roswell C. Palmer, Rev.

H. W. Brown ; 1862-66 , Rev. L. L. Porter ; 1866-69 . Rev.

B. F. Mace; 1869-72 , Rev. L. I. Lackey; 1873 , 1874 , Rev.

C. Townsend; 1875 , 1876 , Rev. G. Crocker; 1877-79 , James

R. Smith .

The present membership is eighty -nine.

The house of worship was erected in 1857 and was re

paired in 1878 .

First Presbyterian .-- About the ist of June, 1872 , Rev.

James H. Board , a member of the Presbytery of Steuben,

moved with his family from Howard, Steuben county, to

Canaseraga and began preaching at Ossian , Livingston

county, every Sunday morning and at Canaseraga, in the

Baptist church, at 3 o'clock, P. M.

An informal organization was effected the 26th of the

following October by the following named thirteen former

members of the First Presbyterian Church of Burns, who

had been dismissed by letter : Augustus Comstock , Harriet

Comstock , Zenas Bailey, Comfort Bailey, Milo E. Carter,

Jeanette Carter, Mrs. Martha Barnum , Mrs. Sarah Carter,

Mrs. Sarah Webb, Mrs. Carrie Payne, Mrs. Mercy M. Bar

num , Miss S. Gorham and Mr. H. C. Peabody.

Services were regularly continued in the Baptist church

until the fall of 1874, when the society occupied a room in

the brick block owned by John C. Boyd .

In the summer of 1876 the society decided to build a

house of worship . A lot was accordingly purchased of Mr.

Aber for $250, and a church erected , which was dedicated

January 18th , 1877 .

The first officers of the society were Zenas Bailey , ruling

elder, and John Craig, Headly Thompson and J. K. Barnum ,

trustees .

Methodism at Canaseraga.- Nothing throwing light on the

early history of Methodism at Canaseraga appears until 1832 ,

when a lot on which to erect a house of worship was pur

chased of Lewis Rappalee by Joseph Whipple, John Hop

kins, Samuel Boylan , jr . , William Morley and Jesse Prior.

A deed for this lot was executed April 3d , 1832 , and

acknowledged before William Carroll , commissioner of

deeds, and recorded May 22nd , 1833 , on page 187 of the

book of deeds by J. M. Sherman , county clerk . Agreeable

to statute , persons interested in the matter met for the pur

pose of organizing a society , to be known as “ The First So

ciety of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Burns,” and the

following persons were chosen trustees : John Hopkins,

William Morley, Samuel Boylan, jr . , Joseph Whipple and

Hiram Leonard. A written statement of the above men

tioned proceedings was sworn to before Judge Andrew C.

Hull. The data from which the above is written was fur

nished by a leading member of the church . We have no

data from which to write its subsequent history . The

church is now in a flourishing condition . The present pas

tor is Rev. G. W. Gibson. Several outlying charges are

connected with this station , all under the care of the pas

tor.

Trinity Episcopal Church was organized July 22nd , 1857 .

The following persons were present at the meeting for or

ganization :

Stephen Mundy, John N. Leman , Michael G. Mundy, L.

L. Carter, Vespasian Whipple, Daniel Weller, Edward

Mundy, Stephen Mundy, jr. , George Yocum , William B.

Battin and Rev. Lloyd Windsor.

The corner stone of the church was laid September 26th ,

1864 , and the edifice was consecrated the 14th of December,

1865. The value of the church is $8,000 . The rectory is

valued at $ 1,500.

The present membership is one hundred and twenty-five.

The number of teachers in the Sunday -school is twelve ; the

number of pupils is sixty -three.

The following rectors have successively served the parish :

Rev. Messrs . Lloyd Windsor, Fayette Royce, J. H. H. De

Mille , George Fayette Plummer, Charles D. Allen , James

Davies , E. E. Chamberlain, S. H. Battin and John W. H.

Weibel .

St. Mary's Catholic Church . — This church is under the

charge of Rev. Jeremiah McGatt, and is composed of about

forty families. The edifice was erected under the direction

of the present pastor,

LODGE AND SOCIETY HISTORY .

Canaseraga Division, No. 194 , Sons of Temperance was or

ganized December 14th, 1876 , with the following charter

members :

J. H. Board , J. E. Tiffany, Joseph F. Shattuck, B. Ben

net , J. F. Shutt, L. D. Bacon , N. S. Fay, S. M. Becker, A.

P. Stebbins, 0. Kloppell, Miss N. Smith , Miss C. Pennock,

Miss M. Hutton, Miss M. Carpenter, Miss C. Merithew , M.

E. Coray , L. M. Burdick, J. K. Stagg, Mrs. O. Luell , Mrs.

G. Bailey, Mrs. S. Becker, and Mrs. A. P. Stebbens.

The following were the first officers:

L. D. Bacon, M. P.; Mrs. 0. Luell , W. A.; J. F. Shutt, R.

S. , L. M. Burdick , A. R. S .; J. K. Stagg, F. S.; N. S. Fay,
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treasurer; J. H. Board , chaplain ; B. Bennet , Con .; C. Meri

thew , A. Con .; E. Pennock, I. S .; 0. Kloppell, O. S.;

James F. Shattuck , P. W. P.

The successive presiding officers have been : L. D.

Bacon, J. E. Tiffany, Byron Bennet and B. C. Roup.

The present officers are as follows :

B. C. Roup, W. P.; Minnie C. Coray, W. A .; F. M. Yocum ,

R. S.; Mrs. Lizzie Yocum, A. R. S.; L. Wentworth, F. S .;

Rev. J. H. Board, chaplain ; W. Elwell , Con .; Emma

Pennock , A. Con.; Clara Menithew, I. S .; A. Went

worth , O. S .; B. Bennet , P. W. P.

Canaseraga Lodge F. A. M.— The masonic lodge of Can

aseraga was instituted April 4th , 1878, with the following

officers:

J. M. Whiting, W. M .; D. M. Pratt , S. W.; James Craig

J. W.; M. Hill , treasurer ; J. F. Shattuck, secretary ; E. P.

Green , S. D.; L. C. Pelton , J. D.; J. D. Goodwin , S. M. C.;

T. B. R. Fitch , J. M. C.; N. V. Mundy, tiler .

has an appropriate house of worship , which was completed

in 1842 or 1843."

The above was written in 1848. The church edificemen

tioned is now standing in the village of Burns, unused for

purposes of worship in consequence of the subsequent dis

bandment of the society, for causes too well known to re

quire recapitulation in this connection .

After the construction of the Buffalo branch of the Erie

Railway across the town , and the establishment of a station

just over the county line in Steuben county, a settlement

sprung up there which in time drew to itself a portion of the

importance which had formerly belonged to its near neigh

bor, the village of Burns, which now contains about a dozen

dwellings.

BURNS STATION

GARWOOD STATION .

was the name by which the new settlement became known .

It now contains a store, a church and a hotel and about

twenty dwellings , most of which are in Steuben county.

The church mentioned is known as the Methodist Episco

pal Church of Burns Station . The society was organized

about 1859, with six members, by Rev. Mr. Bliven . The

church edifice, which will seat about two hundred persons,

was erected in 1871 , at a cost of $2,000 . The present mem

bership is twenty or twenty - five.

In 1865 a man moved into the valley of Canaseraga creek

who was destined to leave his impress on the fortunes of the

town . That man was Mr. James Garwood, an Englishman.

by birth . It has been stated that, in partnership with

Nelson Bailey , he purchased large tracts of timber land .

Soon afterward the firm entered very extensively into the

manufacture of lumber and staves , giving employment to

about forty persons and manufacturing about a million feet

of lumber and a large quantity of staves and heading annu

ally, the necessity for conveniences for the shipment of

which , and the formation of quite a settlement at the point,

operated to make it a station on the railway, which was

named in honor of Mr. Garwood . A post-office was es

tablished, which is known as the “ Whitney's Crossing " post

office,

a BIOGRAPHICAL.

1 )

BURNS VILLAGE .

66

This village, which is located in the eastern part of the

town , was formerly its business center. A hotel was built

there in 1826 by S. De Witt Brown, in honor of whom the

settlement was called De Wittsburgh , and Colonel Ira

Davenport , one of the most enterprising business men in

western New York forty years ago, had a branch store there.

A Presbyterian church was organized in Burns , probably

about 1835. In his History of Western New York , Mr.

Hotchkin says : The author does not find the date of its

organization , or of its reception into the presbytery. It

was first reported in 1837 , consisting of twenty-nine mem

bers . In 1843 it numbered one hundred and twenty, and

in 1846 one hundred and fifteen . Rev. Benjamin Russell

was ordained and installed pastor of the church September

14th , 1837. He was dismissed August 28th , 1839. Rev. J.

G. L. Haskins officiated as stated supply the latter part of

1832 and former part of the succeeding year. In 1845 Rev

Royal Twitchell commenced laboring here as a stated supply ,

and still continues his labors. Mr. Haskins reported a re

vival as connected with his labors. From 1840 to 1843 the

church more than doubled its number of members, an in

dication of a work of grace in the congregation . In the

support of its ministers the church has received the con

tinued aid of the American Home Missionary Society. It

William W. Avery was born in Elinira, N. Y. , in 1820.

In 1843 he came from Ossian, Livingston county, to Burns.

A year previous to his removal he was married to Mary E.

Jones, of South Dansville . She died in 1878 , aged fifty - five

years. Mr. Avery held the office of supervisor twelve years.

He is a member of the Baptist Church .

W. H. Barnum, editor and proprietor of the Canaseraga

Times, was born April ist, 1843 , in New Fairfield, Conn.

He removed from that place to Canaseraga in 1847 , and

has since lived there . During the late rebellion he served

twenty months as private in Company I , ist New York

Dragoons . In 1876 he was married to Miss Alice V. Dyer,

of Almond .

Stephen N. Bennett was born in 1836, in Burns. He is a

farmer by occupation . He has served as sheriff three years.

In 1873 he was elected supervisor, and again in 1878, which

office he now holds .

Isaac L. Boylan was born in Canaseraga , in 1833. He

was married in 1858 to Sarah A. Carroll , of Burns . They

have had six children , four of whom are now living. Mr.

and Mrs. Boylan are both members of the Freewill Baptist

Church .

James H Boylan was born in Branchport, Yates county,

in 1797. In 1806 he came to Canaseraga from Bluff Point.

He was the first clerk of the town of Burns, and was cap

tain of militia by appointment of Governor Marcy. In

1823 he was married to Sarah Miller, of Vermont. She

died in 1856 , and in 1860 Mr. Boylan married Mrs. Cath

arine Lattimore.

William S. Burdick was born in Chenango county, in 1815 .

Five years later he came to Allegany county. In 1840 he
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married Miss Rhoda Green, of Alfred . They have three

children living, having lost two . Mr. Burdick carries on a

sash and blind manufactory, which does an annual business

of $2,000. Mr. and Mrs. Burdick are members of the

Seventh- Day Baptist Church.

Henry Colgrove was born in Hornellsville , Steuben

county, in 1835. He came to Canaseraga in 1871 , from

South Dansville. He owns a farm of three hundred and six

acres. In 1875 he was elected assessor, and served three

years. He is now a member of the Republican county com

mittee.

Valentine 0. Galpin was born in Locke, Cayuga county ,

in 1807. He came in 1848 to Canaseraga, from Liberty,

Steuben county. In 1836 he was married to Laura A.

Reed , of Bristol, who died in 1846 ; and in the same year he

married Mary A. Bull , of Burns. He has six children . Mr.

and Mrs. Galpin are members of the Methodist Church .

Mrs. Elizabeth Garwood is the widow of James Garwood,

a native of Lincolnshire, England, who was born in 1825 and

came to Garwood station from Canandaigua, N. Y. He

carried on an extensive business in farming and lumbering

until his death , by accident, in 1875. He married Elizabeth

Andrews, of Canandaigua, in 1857. He was connected

with the Episcopal Church, of which Mrs. Garwood is a

member.

Elijah B. Leonard , a life-long resident of Burns, was born

in 1836 , and is among the prominent farmers of the town .

William C. Mathews was born in New Brunswick, N. J. ,

in 1811. He came to Allegany county in 1818. Living in

Birdsall until 1870 , he removed to Canaseraga, where he

is the present postniaster. He filled the office of super

visor of Birdsall in 1846 .

Austin F. Miller, a life -long resident of Burns, was born in

1824. In 1859 and 1860 and 1876 and 1877 he was super

visor. He has also served four years as magistrate. His

present occupation is farming.

Joseph Miller, farmer, was born in 1814, in Avon, Livings

ton county, and four years later came to Burns, where, in

1838 , he married Eunice Starr. They have three children .

Stephen Mundy was born in Middlesex county, N. J. , in

1790. He came to Canaseraga in 1819, from Seneca

county. He was married, in 1811, to Miss Ann Suydam,

of Somerset. They have had twelve children , nine of

whom are living Until his retirement from active basiness

a short time since, Mr. Mundy has always been engaged in

farming.

3
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THE TOWN OF CANEADEA .

HE town of Caneadea was formed from Angelica,

March 11th , 1808. Friendship was set off

March 24th , 1815 ; Rushford March 8th , 1816 ;

and Belfast (as Orrinsburgh ) March 24th , 1824 ;

a portion was annexed to the latter town in 1831 .

THE CANEADEA RESERVATION .

oners around as though they were the most worthless kind

of baggage, led them out in front of the warriors and there

prepared to put to the test their nimbleness of foot . The

apparent satisfaction with which they were received , both

by old and young, assured Van Campen that the time so

much dreaded by the prisoners had now arrived, and that

he must be subjected to the trial of a scene which was

justly regarded with apprehension . The Indian ladies were

furnished with long whips, and as they stood lightly tap

ping them on the ground it was certain that they were de :

signing to use them upon other backs than those of their

own truant offspring.

“ Van Campen was placed in front of the other prisoners,

all of whom stood a short distance before the warriors .

Thus stationed, everything was put in readiness for them to

run whenever the word should be given . The warriors

themselves took no active part, but remained spectators of

the scene, while the villagers formed themselves on the sides

with their smartest runners in the rear of the prisoners .

" While Van Campen was standing in front of his men , he

amused himself by observing the movements of those around

him. He could see his fellow prisoners straightening their

muscles and nerving themselves for a vigorous effort, with

their attention directed at one time to the ground that

stretched out before them , at another to the forms and limbs

of those by whom they were to be pursued. The Indians

did not form themselves in lines , parallel with the course he

was to run , neither were they armed with weapons any more

formidable than the cudgel and the whip . Having furnished

themselves with these the young Indians and squaws ar

ranged themselves and awaited with an impatient zeal the

time when they should bring them into requisition . Before

the word was given for them to start , Nellis ” ( the " captain "

of that name, so often referred to in Indian history ) " came

to Van Campen, and pointing to the council-house, which

was about forty rods distant, said , ' Yonder is the place you

are to reach in your race. If you can get there without a

whipping you will be safe . Look out for your heels , and if

you ever made them fly put them through now . Just be

fore the word was given Van Campen saw two young squaws,

who appeared to have been left behind, coming along from

the village very leisurely to join the sport. They had their

whips in their hands, and having come about half way from

the council -house to the warriors stood still with their whips

raised and awaited the coming of the prisoners. Presently

the word ' joggo ' was given , and the captives sprung forward

to the race. The Indian whippers started at the same time

with a bound and made the utmost exertion to reach them

with the lash . Van Campen had not yet received a single

blow , and was drawing near in his rapid flight to the two

young squaws,who had their whips raised ready to strike, and

The history of the Caneadea Reservation is of too general

a character and of too much importance for treatment in

a town history, even if the reservation had been wholly with

in the boundaries of the town ; and when it is remembered

that it embraced portions of the towns of Caneadea, Hume

and Granger, it will be obvious that we have not erred in

giving its history a more prominent place in the general

county history than it would have been possible to accord to

it in a sketch of either of the three towns. The town of

Caneadea is entitled to especial distinction , however, from

the fact that the upper or old Caneadea Indian village was

located within its borders, on the east side of the Genesee, a

few rods remote from the high bank, and on land since

known as the Joel Seaton farm . A small stream and deep

ravine skirted the village on the northeast, and near it was

a splendid spring. The village consisted of the celebrated

council -house and twenty or more dwellings; an old Indian

orchard stillmarks the locality. It was there that “ the white

woman " halted for a day with her Indian escort at the time

she made her advent into the Genesee country ; there, too , it

was that the young wife of the late Judge Philip Church

used to visit the Indians and witness their dances and bar

baric ceremonies; and there was enacted another event

which has passed into history .

A SCENE IN THE LIFE OF VAN CAMPEN .

About the middle of April , 1782 , the celebrated border

man Moses Van Campen and twenty men under his com

mand were attacked by a party of about eighty -five Indians,

near the present location of Lock Haven, Pennsylvania,

and a desperate hand -to - hand fight ensued, during which

three of Van Campen's men made their escape and nine

were killed and several wounded . The others were taken

prisoners and three of their number murdered without

warning; after which the savages started with their captives

for Niagara. The party halted at Caneadea, where they

compelled Van Campen and his companions to run the

gauntlet, the following account of which event is derived

from The Life and Adventures of Moses Van Campen .

After describing this favorite Indian cerernonial, the au

thor says : " It was to this trying ordeal that Van Campen

and the few that were with him had now come ; and as the

villagers came in among the warriors they pushed the pris

a
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THE SETTLEMENT OF THE TOwx.he did not expect to pass them without suffering the weight of

their descending arms . Just before he reached them the

thought struck him , and as quick as lightning he gave a spring

and raised his feet , which hit them in the breast and sent them

as if by a wirlwind in the same direction in which he was

running . They all came down together, tumbling heels

over head , and Van Campen found himself between the

two squaws, who were kicking and squabbling about, endeav

oring to gain a more favorable position ; yet he did not

wait to help the ladies up, but sprang upon his feet and made

good his race . The warriors, who were spectators of this

scene, beheld it with the utmost delight. Their eyes had

been entirely fixed upon the runners, and as they saw Van

Campen draw near the two squaws they were interested

with their success in giving him the lash . But when they

saw him spring and take them along with him , and as they

beheld them all thrown together in a heap, they were filled

with merriment and made the air ring with shouts of

laughter. Some threw themselves upon the ground and

rolled and laughed as though they were ready to burst, and

long and loud was their enjoyment of this little maneuver .

The prisoners by means of this diversion had all of themi an

easy race, arriving safely at the end of their course . Im

mediately after , several of the young warriors , who were

exceedingly diverted with the manner in which Van Campen

had cleared himself, came up to him and patted him on the

shoulder, saying " Shenawana - Cajena ' - brave man, good

fellow ) . The whole party soon came up to the council

house, and the prisoners were quartered with the families

of the warriors."

:

The first settlement of the town by whites dates back

to about the year 1800, when a Pennsylvania Dutchman

named Schoonover, crossing the line between his native

State and New York , located on lot number 8 .

In 1802 Ephraim Sanford and Zephaniah Huff, from the

town of Wayne, Steuben county , came and "explored the

country bordering upon the east bank of the Genesee from

near the transit line in Angelica to Portage, where they

crossed the river and continued their explorations along the

west shore up to the point where they first struck it.”

They then went back to Steuben county, and in 1803 Huff

returned and erected a log house and planted some corn ,

which he gathered in the fall and , after storing it safely in

the loft of his cabin , returned to Wayne for his family , with

whom he moved in early the following Spring, locating on

lot number 11 , across the river from Caneadea .

Ephraim Sanford , familiarly referred to as “ Elder ” San

ford, was a Baptist preacher who became well known in the

county in after days . He returned to Caneadea in 1803 ,

accompanied by eighteen others who located land in the

town , some of them returning afterward to Steuben county

for their families ; the whole party becoming permanent

settlers with a few exceptions. Their names were as fol

lows : Squire Haskins, David Sanford , William Pinkerton ,

Job Phillips, Loren Francis , Stephen Vandermark, Samuel

Lane, Ziba Huff, Elisha Alderman, James Smith , Ephraim

Wanzer, Jacob Rickey, William C. Huff, Adam Ripenbark ,

Daniel Ripenbark, John Ripenbark, Samuel Crawford and

Ezra Sanford, a son of Elder Sanford . They located as fol

lows : Job Philips on lot number 3 ; Loren Francis on lot

number 4 ; Stephen Vandermark on lot number 5 ; Samuel

Lane on lot number 6 ; Ziba Huff on lot number 7 ; Elisha

Alderman on lot number 8 ; James Smith on lot number 9 ;

Ephraim Winzer and Jacob Rickey on lot number 10 ; Wil

liam C. Huff on lot number 12 ; Adam Ripenbark on lot

number 13 ; Daniel Ripenbark on lot number 14 ; John

Ripenbark on lot number 15 ; Samuel Crawford on lot num

ber 16 ; William Pinkerton a little north of the present vil

lage of Oramel, at which place Elder Sanford was the pio

neer settler. Ezra Sanford located about three- quarters of

a mile south of Oramel.

Ephraim Sanford , jr. , also came in 1803 , and settled on the

river a mile below Caneadea . Two men from Bainbridge ,

Chenango county , located near Caneadea in 1804. They

were Timothy Hitchcock and James Rice. No one had set

tled there before them. Hitchcock took up a farm and

worked on it during the summer . In the fail he went back

home for his family, returning the following February and

remaining during life. Rice's house was the first where the

village now is. William Atherton, a Pennsylvanian, came

north as far as Steuben county in 1804, and the next year

crossed the line into Allegany county and located a mile

north of Rice. He sold out his improvement in 1806 and

removed to Cattaraugus county.

Another settler in 1805 was Noah Franklin , from Bain

bridge, Chenango county, who located half a mile north of

Atherton's clearing. David and Arad Hitchcock, also from

Bainbridge , took up farms near the center of the town in

1806 or 1807 ; and in 1809 or 1810 Daniel Dodge located on

the river in the northern part. Major Alanson Burr moved

23

MAJOR Moses VAN CAMPEN.

This is perhaps the most appropriate point at which to

introduce a portrait of Major Van Campen, whom we have

had occasion to mention also in other town histories , par

ticularly that of Angelica.
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out from Bainbridge about the same time and settled on the

Genesee a mile north of the village of Caneadea, where he

purchased two hundred acres of land of Moses Stockwell ,

on which he made the first clearing and erected a log house

and barn the year of his arrival . Major Burr, who was a

life -long Democrat, became prominent in town affairs and

held many offices of responsibility.

In 1812 Eleazer Burbank settled near Oramel, and

George P. Ketchum near him a little later . Burbank came

from Vermont and Ketchum from Pennsylvania. In 1814

William Atherton returned from Cattaraugus county and set

tled across the river from Oramel, where he continued to

reside until his death ; and Hiram Gray, from Pennsylvania,

located in the northern part of the town . The next year

Samuel Hunt, a Vermonter , came in , and John Hoyt , from

Windsor, the same State, settled in Caneadea in 1816. He

started from Windsor June 9th and arrived July 3d , in com

pany with his brother Richard and Moses Barnard and their

families. They brought eight horses, sixteen head of cattle

and four hogs . Hoyt had previously purchased one hun

dred acres of land of David Hitchcock ,fifteen of which were

cleared and contained a log house in which the three fami

lies lived about a year. In the winter of 1816 and 1817 Mr.

Hoyt was compelled to go to Canisteo , Steuben county , for

provisions . He purchased twenty - five bushels of wheat ,

took it to Hornellsville to mill, and carried the flour to

Caneadea. His son , John Hoyt, is well known in the town .

Simon Wilson, a native and previous resident of Windsor,

came to Rushford in 1814, at the age of twenty-three, and

in 1816 became a resident of Caneadea, settling in the cen

tral part of the town .

In 1817 Luther Houghton moved in from Centreville, and

located in the northwest part of the town near the river .

His family consisted of his wife and four sons and one

daughter. They were originally from Linden , Caledonia

county, Vt . , and settled in Centreville six years before. Mr.

Houghton was a resident of the town during life, and his

son Loren has since his death lived on the old homestead .

Cyrus H. Clement, son of James Clement, of New England

origin , settled in the town in June of the same year. He

bought a saw-mill and afterward sold it . He changed loca

tion several times, finally settling where he now lives in

1830, and afterward became known in affairs of the town .

About the same time ( 1817 ) settlements were made in the

southern part by Angus McIntosh , from Schenectady ; in

the northwestern part by John Kenyon, and , near McIntosh,

by Joshua Wilson and his sons Simon, Freeman S. and

Lewis,from Rushford , to which town they had emigrated from

Vermont about three years previously. They located on lot

number 14. Freeman S. became prominent in town affairs,and

held a number of important offices. He was a shoemaker by

trade , and worked at chair making while living in Rushford .

He died in 1869 , at the age of eighty . His wife was Electa

Dean . They had twelve children , nine of whom are yet

living . His son , Christopher D. Wilson , was born in the

town in 1819. Henry Herrick , a native of Windsor county,

Vt. , took up land two miles north of Caneadea village in

1818.

In 1818 Alpheus Eastabrook , from Centreville , but form :

erly from Vermont, settled in the northwestern part of the

town, at the tender age of fourteen . He was probably one

of the youngest pioneer settlers of any locality . In 1819

Daniel Ingersoll , from Pennsylvania, located in the north

ern part of the town ; and Benjamin Eastabrook , father of

Alpheus Eastabrook , moved in from Centreville and set

tled in the same locality with the young woodman in 1820 .

Alpheus Eastabrook became an active man in the town , and

did his share in the development of its resources.

Timothy S. Daniels was a settler in 1823. He came on

foot from Windsor, Vt . , locating in Rushford five years pre

viously, and removed from Rushford to Caneadea in the

year mentioned . Nine years later he removed to Allen ,

where he remained thirteen years, when he returned to

Caneadea and purchased one hundred and ten acres of land

of Lewis & Munger. He went to Pennsylvania in 1864, and

died there in 1877 , at the age of eighty -one. His son,

Charles R. Daniels, is a resident of the town.

Arad H. Franklin , who was born in Bainbridge, Chen

ango county, in 1798, became a settler in Caneadea in 1824 .

Two years later he went back to Bainbridge, where he re

mained till 1830, when he returned to Caneadea and pur

chased one hundred and four acres of land of Cyrus H.

Clement, where he has since resided . He has been prom

inent in town affairs.

Edward Nicholson , a native of Delaware county, who had

lived at Addison , Steuben county, since 1824, where he had

been engaged in lumbering and trade, came to Caneadea in

1828 and engaged in farming and lumbering, having pur

chased one hundred and ten acres of land on lot number

35 , east of the river, on which the Indians had made a small

clearing, where he erected a house in 1834, in which he still

resides, at the age of seventy - eight.

Anson Arnold was a settler in 1830. He was engaged in

jobbing two years, and in 1832 bought one hundred acres

of lot number 73 of the reservation, at two dollars an acre,

where he has since lived . At the time he located there

there was no clearing in the northeastern part of the town

east of the river. Mr. Arnold helped to open the road on

which he lives in 1833. It was the first road through that

section of the town . Mr. Arnold has been identified with

the educational interests of the town .

George W. Parker, father of Mrs. Amos Smith, was a

native of Massachusetts. He emigrated to Chatham, Tioga

county, Pa. , and in 1831 started from that locality for

Michigan . Stopping in.Caneadea over night with an old

acquaintance, and learning that a tract of land west of the

river on the reservation could be purchased advantageously,

he looked it over and decided to remain . He bought three

hundred acres, about sixty acres of which had been cleared

by the Indians. An Indian hut was on the ground. He

improved this property and was a resident of the town , except

while on hunting expeditions to the west, until his death ,

in 1868 , at the age of seventy - five. Another who came in

1831 was Daniel Balcom , who had settled in Rushford in

1829 , where he had worked land on shares . He took up

one hundred and six acres of lot number 12 , of the Hol

land Land Company, on which there was no improvement.

He was a resident of the town until his death in 1876, in his

ninety -ninth year . His son , Fayette Balcom , came with him

to Caneadea.

Colonel James A. Jackson came from Hartford , Conn . ,

in 1831 , and has since been well known as a farmer and

hotel keeper. He married a daughter of Major Alanson

Burr. Colonel Jackso : commanded a regiment under the

*
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The first grist - mill is said to have been erected by Messrs .

James Rawson , Arad Hitchcock and Timothy Rice, who are

stated to have built it at Caneadea, about the year 1824 .

Smith's mill , on Caneadea creek , was built in 1839 .

The first framed house in the town was probably erected by

Ezra Sanford, and the first framed barn by Asa Harris. An

early carpenter was Cyrus H. Clement, who also operated a

saw- mill in the early days.

The first religious services were held by Elder Sanford, at

his house , as early as 1804 .

0

He

mye te

FRIENDLY INDIANS.

* * *
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State militia law, and has held every town office in Caneadea

except that of magistrate. He was born in Herkimer county ,

in 1806.

Among those who came in 1834 were John Smith and

Walter Alworth . The former became prominent in the

history of the town . He was born in Vermont in 1791 , and

came from Kinderhook . He bought three hundred acres

half a mile west of the village of Caneadea on Caneadea

creek . He is mentioned elsewhere in connection with the

history of saw-mills and the lumber interest . In 1836 he

also erected the building now ( 1878) occupied as a hotel by

James A. Jackson , and occupied it as a store for a time.

His son , Amos K. Smith , who came to the county in 1836,

is well known in the town . Mr. Alworth came from Oneida

county and took up one hundred acres of land on lot num

ber 69 of the reservation , for which he paid at the rate of

$3.10 per acre. George T. Turner and Amos K. Smith ,

the latter of whom has been mentioned , were prominent

settlers in 1836. Turner, who was a native of Madison

county, purchased one hundred acres of land . He died in

1864 , at the age of sixty - two . His son , George W. Turner,

accompanied his father's family from Madison county.

Sylvester Spencer, a soldier of the war of 1812 who was

taken prisoner at the battle of Queenston , moved into the

town in 1838 , from Centreville , where he had located with

his parents as early as 1810. He died in 1863 and his wife

in 1876 . His son , Sylvester Spencer, owns two hundred

and twenty -one acres of lot number 99.

It would be interesting to trace the gradual settlements

of the town down to the present , giving the names, the lo

cation and a record of the improvements of each new

comer ; but space does not permit , and enough has already

been given , in this connection , to satisfy any natural inquiry

as to who were the early settlers. In 1830 the population

had grown to 780 ; in 1835 it was 1,046 ; in 1840 , 1,633 ; in

1845 , 1,167 ; in 1850 , 1,477 ; in 1855 , 2,400 ; in 1860, 2,125 ;

in 1865 , 1,948 ; in 1870, 1,869 ; in 1875 , 1,732 .

Speaking of the Indians on the reservation , Mr. John S.

Minard says, in his “ Pioneer Sketches," they " were generally

well disposed , quiet and orderly. During the

war of 1812-14 they remained loyal to the government and

friendly to our people." It has been related on a previous

page , how during a temporary absence of Judge Church the

Caneadea Indians offered Mrs. Church a guard against a

possible attack by unfriendly Indians . This incident was

more than paralleled in the experience of Major Alanson

Burr, who has been referred to as a settler a mile below the

village of Caneadea in 1810. Being drafted during the

war of 1812 , he went to Batavia and obtained a substitute.

When he returned home his wife was gone and a crotched

stick was placed against the door , which denoted that the

Indians had taken care of her. They had taken her off

upon the hills, fearing that the Canada Indians would in

vade the country after the burning of Buffalo . Other simi

lar evidences of friendship might be mentioned, did space

permit. It was customary for the whites to visit the Indian

village at Caneadea to witness the feasts, dances and re

ligious ceremonies of the red men, who were fond of

the company of spectators, provided they deported them

selves with becoming gravity , and treated them politely in

their way ; but having been often imposed upon by visitors ,

they treated them generally with indifference.

ich
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SUNDRY FIRST EVENTS AND INSTITUTIONS.
A RELIC OF BYE -GONE DAYS.

T

Alpheus Eastabrook , who in his early life was well ac

quainted with the Indians on the reservation and with the

“ white woman , ” Mary Jemison , relates many curious inci

dents of the pioneer days . The following is stated to have

occurred about 1828, near the mouth of Houghton creek.

An oak tree about three feet in diameter was blown

over, and near the centre of the ground where it had stood

was found a human skull of sufficient size to form a cap for

the head of a large man, which crumbled to pieces soon

after being exposed to the air .

The first birth in the town was that of Betsey Sanford ,

daughter of Ezra Sanford and granddaughter of Elder

Ephraim Sanford, in April , 1804. Another early birth was

that of Moses B. Chamberlain, in 1806 .

The first carding machine was set up by Arad and David

Hitchcock, in 1810 .

The first inn was opened by widow Lucretia Radley, from

Pennsylvania, at the Centre, in 1810, and the first store was

kept at the same place by — Hunt, in 1812,” says French

in his New York State Gazetteer. Another authority has it

that no store was kept in the town until Joseph Waldo's,

about 1825 .

Asa Harris, who settled in the central part of the town at

an early day, taught the first school at the Centre in 1811 .

John Hoyt erected the first saw-mill at the mouth of Can

eadea creek in 1816. He brought the irons from Cayuga,

Cayuga county. There have been a number built since in

various localities, among them three erected by John Smith ,

and at one time the manufacture and sale of lumber contrib

uted in no small degree to the development and prosperity

of the town,

The pioneer tannery was built about a mile and a half be

low Caneadea , by James Colwell .

THE SUCCESSION OF Town OFFICERS.

The following is a list of the first town officers : Super

visor, William Pinkerton ; town clerk , Isaac Sanford ; asses

sors, John Higgins, Asa Harris and David Sanford ; com

missioners of highways, James Rice , Squire Haskell and

Simeon Gates ; constable and collector, James Sanford ;

overseers of poor, Elisha Chamberlain and Ezra Sanford .

The first town meeting, at which the above mentioned

officers were elected , was held April 5th, 1808, at the house

of Jedediah Nobles . The early records of the town have

been lost, and it is impossible to give the proceedings of
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any of the early town meetings, or the names of town offi

cers elected prior to 1812 , except those mentioned above.

The supervisors since 1812 have been : 1812 , 1813 ,

Thaddeus Bennett ; 1814 , Israel Curtis; 1815 , Alexander V.

C. Mills ; 1816 , Dyer Story ; 1817 , Ezra Sanford; 1818 , Asa

Harris ; 1819 , 1820 , William Burnett; 1821-23 , Hiram Gray ;

1824 , 1825 , Asa Hrrris; 1826-29 , 1832 , 1833 , James Cald

well ; 1830 , John McKeen ; 1831 , Eleazer Burbank ; 1834 ,

1835 , 1844, 1845 , Cyrus H. Clement ; 1836 , 1840 , 1841 ,

Alanson Burr; 1837 , George C. Caldwell ; 1838 , Edward

Nicholson ; 1839 , Noah Bowker; 1842 , James A. Jackson ;

1843 , 1846, David H. Franklin ; 1847 , Rodman Freeborn ;

1848-53, 1855 , 1873 , John Ingersoll ; 1854 , Horace E.

Purdy; 1856 , Freeman Hall; 1857 , Allen L. Burr; 1858,

Ralph B. Lanning; 1859, 1860, Lorenzo H. Brooks; 1861 ,

1862 , James A. Jackson ; 1863 , 1868-71 , Henry Burleson ;

1864-66, 1874-76 , William E. Hammond; 1867 , Thomas R.

Leet ; 1872 , James T. Severance ; 1877 , 1878 , Fred L.

Davis.

Since the annual town meeting of 1812 the follo ng

named persons have been elected to the office of town clerk :

1812 , 1813 , Jedediah Nobles ; 1814 , David Hitchcock ; 1815 ,

Eneas Gary ; 1816, Pliny Banester ; 1817 , Isaac Sanford ;

1818 , Hiram Gray ; 1819 , 1820, Freeman S. Wilson ; 1821

23 , Loring Francis ; 1824 , 1829 , 1830, Eleazer Burbank ;

1825 , 1826 , James Caldwell; 1827 , 1828 , 1838 , 1839 , Cyrus

H. Clement ; 1831 , John H. Sanford ; 1832-36 , John H. Bas

kins ; 1837 , Alpha G. Millard ; 1840 , Seth Race; 1841-46,

1851 , Stephen Race ; 1847-50, James A. Jackson ; 1852 ,

1853 , 1857 , 1859 , 1862 , 1865 , Henry Burleson ; 1854 , Albert

Spencer and Albert Shadbott (tie) ; 1855 , 1856 , 1858, Jos

lyn Loomis; 1860, Henry Tracy ; 1861 , Samuel Hall ; 1863 ,

1866 , 1874, 1878, E. P. Swan ; 1864, Orrin Green ; 1867 , Ansel

L. Minard ; 1868-70 , John P. Bristol ; 1871 , James L. Jack

son ; 1872 , L. H.West ; 1873 , 1875 , Frederick A. Burr; 1876,

Frederick L. Davis ; 1877 , William E. Hendry .

James McCray, Simeon Wilson, Levi H. West, Elias Rog

ers, Albert Spencer, C. D. Wilson, Alanson Burr, Cyrus H.

Clement, George Parker, Sylvester Spencer, Charles Ing.

ham , A. C. West and Leonard P. Walker.

James McCray was the first master, and the senior and

junior wardens were Simeon Wilson and Levi H. West,

respectively.

The first man who became a member of the order by in

itiation in this lodge was George P. Ketchum ; since that

time there have been one hundred and twenty -four masons

made by the lodge .

The building in which the rooms of the lodge were loca

ted was burned February 13th , 1878 , and the lodge lost its

entire property and paraphernalia, including its charter,

there being no insurance. The regular communications of

the lodge are held in apartments over Miller's drug store .

The lodge is now in a flourishing condition . The pres

ent officers are as follows : A. Eastabrook , jr. , W. M .; Fred

L. Davis, S. W.; N. B. Sherman , J. W.; George Cole , treas

urer ; Fred D. Franklin , secretary ; John Robbins, S. D.;

Joseph F. Russell , J. D .; F. R. Westbrook, S. M. C.;

Charles Dibble, J. M. C.; D. Franklin , tiler .

THE METHODIST CHURCH OF CANEADEA ,

1

The early history of Methodism in Caneadea is similar

to that of other pioneer localities .

The early meetings of the Christians of that faith were

held in the houses of the settlers, under the direction of a

class - leader or an itinerant preacher. But the seed planted

in the wilderness under such disadvantageous circumstan

ces was destined to take root and bring forth fruit . At an

early date a society was organized in the village, but we are

unable to give a history of its progress or an account of

its present condition , because of the failure of members to

supply us with promised data. This church is a “ station "

on the Belfast charge, and the pastor is Rev. I. A. Smith , of

that place.

a

FREE METHODISTS.

Members of this sect hold frequent meetings in a hall in

the village, having no church edifice of their own.

ORAMEL .

CANEADEA VILLAGE.

James Rice and Timothy Hitchcock were the first settlers

on the site of the village . They came from Bainbridge, Che

nango county , in 1804. Rice's log house was the first build

ing there.

This point was early a place of importance, most of the

pioneer business and manufacturing enterprises having been

established there. Many of them have been mentioned

among early events in the town .

In Disturnell's Gazetteer of the State of New York , pub

lished in 1842 , Caneadea is described as a " post-office,

where is situated in the valley of the Genesee river a settle

ment containing one tavern , one store , one saw -mill, one full

ling mill and twelve or fifteen dwellings.” In 1859 it con

tained, according to French's Gazetteer, " one church, three

mills and about four hundred inhabitants . " According to

the census of 1870 the population was 236 ; and the village

now contains one church, several stores, two hotels, a shinge

mill , cheese factory and the usual number of wagon , harness

and blacksmith shops.

The first seitler at this point was Elder Ephraim Sanford ,

the pioneer Baptist preacher, whose house was the first

building erected there. The village owes its existence, as

such , in a great measure to the Genesee Valley Canal .

It was incorporated June 9th , 1856 , and in 1859 was de

scribed by French as “ an important canal village," contain

ing “ two churches, several mills and seven hundred and

thirty -three inhabitants."

During the years of the activity of the Genesee Valley

Canal , Oramel enjoyed the commercial prosperity of other

villages of its class. The lumber interest was a leading

business feature in the days when the manufacture and sale

of lumber was a source of profit to the county at large .

According to the census of 1870 the population at that

time was two hundred and eighty - nine . The village con

tains two churches, a hotel , an iron foundry, a steam saw .

mill , a shingle mill and a convenient number of shops .

CANEADEA LODGE, NO. 357 , F. A. M.

Caneadea Lodge, No. 357 , free and accepted masons was

organized June 16th , 1855 , with fourteen charter members,

twelve of whom were as follows :
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CHURCHES OF ORAMEL .

.

of his faith . " The following Sunday," say the records,

“ seven children of believing parents were baptized, viz :

Deacon Eurez, one , Oliver Carey , jr . , one , Robert Renwick ,

three, J. Colton, two .

Rev. Mr. Twitchell, the first pastor, closed his labors

February 18th , 1846 , and was followed by Rev. Daniel

Russell in the fall of 1849. Mr. Russell's pastorate con

tinued till February 4th , 1855 , during which time in 1853)

the church was erected and dedicated . Too much praise

cannot be accorded to this pastor for his persevering efforts

to erect this edifice. There was at the time no house of

worship in the town , though abortive efforts had frequently

been made for the erection of one, and meetings were held

in the school -house . The members of the church , though

few in number, co -operated with him to the extent of their

ability, until the building was finished and the society free

from debt in consequence.

Rev. G. B. Cleveland , of Oberlin , O. , was called to the

pastorate in September, 1855 , and remained till October

14th , 1856 .

Rev. J. Wyncoop, of Cuba, was next called .

June 11th , 1859, and went away March 12th , 1860 .

Rev. J. C. Richardson , of Perry Center, was called March

31st, 1861 , and remained until June 4th, 1865 .

The next pastor was Rev. William P. Jackson , of Portage.

He was called September ist, 1865 , and removed April 18th ,

1871 .

He was succeeded by Rev. George B. Nutting, from

Greenfield , Huron county, O. , who came in October, 1874 ,

and remained till January 11th, 1876 , at which time Rev.

W. J. Ballard assunied the pastorate of the church ; he

closed his labors July 14th , 1878.

At present there are but eleven members .

Comparatively early in the history of the town a Baptist

society was organized at Oramel, and a church devoted to its

use erected in the village . On account of deaths, removals

and other causes the society at last ceased to meet for wor

ship, and the edifice was sold to the Methodists .

Methodist Episcopal.- The Methodist church of Oramel

was organized at a comparatively early date, and has most

of the time been connected with the Belfast , Oramel and

Caneadea charge. The early records are not to be found.

Under the pastorate of Rev. O. S. Chamberlain , who was

zealous in the movement , a partial reorganization was ef

fected , with the following board of trustees: William Cona

ble, Francis Armstrong, Alsen Hurlburt , George E. Parker

and E. E. Young The old Baptist church edifice was

purchased, and has since been repaired and remodeled . It

has a seating capacity of about two hundred. The church

property is valued at about $ 1,000. The pastors since the

purchase of the church have been as follows : Rev.

Hopkins, Rev. Whiteside, Rev. H. O. Abbott , Rev.

Stevens, Rev. Osborn, Rev. E. J. Cook, Rev. Julius

Brown and Rev. J. A. Smith.

The following named persons constitute the present

board of trustees : George E. Parker, James Davis, Stephen

Russell, E. E. Young, Samuel A. Conable , Jairus Millard

and William Jones.

Congregational. — The Congregational society of Caneadea

was organized May 12th , 1842 , at the house of Elihu Eurez.

The following are the proceedings of the meeting for or

ganization, as copied from the records of the society :

“ It having been in contemplation to organize a Congre

gational church in this place, and notice having been given

previously that persons wishing to constitute such a church

would meet at the house of Elihu Eurez on the 12th day

of May, 1842 , and such persons being assembled , proceeded

to organize accordingly , Rev. R. H. Conklin and Rev. Hi

ram Gregg, of the Angelica Presbytery, presiding and acting

on the occasion . Exercises commenced by reading and

singing the 132nd Psalm ; prayer by Rev. Mr. Gregg.

Brother Twitchell read the 50th Psalm ; remarks by Mr.

Conklin . Voted to form a church, whereupon the following

individuals presented letters :

“ Elihu Eurez, Stephen Baldwin , James Gowan, Eli Net

tleton , Mrs. Oliver Carey , jr . , Mrs. Malinda Eurez, Mrs.

Julia Baldwin , Mrs. Susanah Gowan , Mrs. Mary Nettleton ,

Mrs. Anna M. Carey, Mrs. Urilla Colton , Mrs. Hannah

Baldwin , Miss Emarancy Gowan, Miss Betsey Gowan and

Miss Laura Colton ."

Rev. Mr. Conklin proceeded to constitute the church by

solemn prayer, after which the society voted to be called

The First Congregational Church in Caneadea.

The articles and confession of faith of the church in An

gelica were read and commented on by Rev. Mr. Gregg and

Rev. Mr. Conklin . Both were assented to by the society .

An election of officers resulted in the choice of the follow

ing named persons : Elihu Eurez and Stephen Baldwin ,

deacons ; Oliver Carey, jr. , church clerk and treasurer.

At a meeting of the church July roth, 1842 , Rev. Royal

Twitchell presiding, Joseph C. Sawyer was received as the

first member on profession of faith . March uith, 1843 ,

Robert Renwick was received as a member on profession

3

SONS OF TEMPERANCE.

)

About March ist , 1879 , a division of Sons of Temperance

was instituted at Oramel , by D. G. W. P. J. , W. Vaughn,

with officers as follows, viz : W. P. , S. H. Russell ; W. A. ,

Mrs. E. L. Rotch ; R. S. , R. C. Phelps; A. S. , Mrs. Ella

Burleson ; F. S. , Frank F. Parker ; T. , Miss M. A. Smith ;

C. , G. Palmer; A. C. , Mrs. S. E. Franklin ; chaplain , E. E.

Young ; I. S. , Miss Delia Lawrence ; O. S.. F. C. Luther ;

P. W. P. , S. A. Conable.

THE GERMAN COLONY.

Colonel H. Brooks and his father, General Micah Brooks ,

settled a German colony on the Brooks Tract, in the towns

of Caneadea and Allen, within the years 1852 and 1856 .

They were a sturdy, laborious class of peasantry, with means

barely sufficient to purchase fifty or sixty acres of wild land,

on which they reared mud - thatched cabins, where they

lived while they felled the forests, planted orchards and vine

yards, built houses and caused “ the wilderness to blossom

as the rose." In 1853 they organized a Methodist Episco

pal church, of thirty members, with Rev. F. W. Deuger as

pastor. In 1857 , by liberal contributions from the former

owners of the land (General and Colonel Brooks) , they

erected and painted, at a cost of $ 1,200, a handsome

church whose spire gleams through the lofty evergreens that

surround it , and dedicated it to the worship of God in the

year 1858 .

Intemperance, Sabbath breaking and many of the vices

+
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too common in other communities are unknown among them

owing to the fact that the gospel was given them in the out

set, making them a God- fearing people, an honor and a

blessing to their adopted country.

Special mention should be made of Mr. Henry Achilles,

who, in the absence of the stated ministry, supplied the pul

pit and conducted Sabbath -schools, so that they were never

without the preached word . He has died within the last

two years.

BIOGRAPHICAL. a

aAnson Arnold , a native of Granville, Washington county,

was born in 1806, and came to Caneadea in 1830. In 1835

he was married to Lutheria Wilson, of Hume. They have

had ten children , six of whom are living. Mr. Arnold has

held many town offices, among them those of assessor, high

way commissioner, school inspector and school commis

sioner. Post -office address, Fillmore .

George W. Bacon was born in Phelps, Ontario county, in

1812. In 1834 he came to Allegany county and located in

New Hudson . In 1836 he removed to Belfast , and from

there to Caneadea in 1854. He located at Oramel in 1870,

where he is engaged in blacksmithing. He was married in

1838 to Frances McKean , of Belfast .

Fayette Balcom was born in 1824 , in Covington , Wyo

ming county, and came to Caneadea in 1831 , from Rushford .

Mr. Balcom , who is a farmer and owner of one hundred and

eighty acres of land , was married in 1857 to Mary Jane

Burleson, of Caneadea. They have three children .

LORENZO HALL BROOKS was born in Connecticut, in 1804,

removed with his father, General Micah Brooks, to Bloom

field, Ontario county, more than half a century ago, and

bore his part in subduing the wilderness, building up

schools , maintaining social order, and establishing civil and

religious institutions. After his graduation at Hamilton

College Colonel Brooks became a farmer, and was esteemed

for his generous and noble qualities . An accurate thinker,

his vigorous pen was used in support of good morals and

the interests of church and state . He was first married to

Harriet E. Tobey, of East Bloomfield , in February, 1832 .

His second marriage was to Dorcas W. Bell , of Owego, Ti

oga county. He died in Oramel , Allegany county , Febru

ary 21st, 1864, and was buried beside his father in Nunda,

Livingston county. He held the office of supervisor of

the town, and served as colonel under the militia law . He

was a member of the Episcopal Church .

Henry Clark was born in Warsaw, Wyoming county, in

1835. He became a resident of Hume in 1848, and re

moved to Caneadea in 1858. He was married in 1857 to

Candace Rice, of Caneadea. He is a farmer, and his post

office address is Fillmore.

Cyrus H. Clement, a native of New Hampshire, was born

in 1798. When he was only fourteen years of age he en

listed for service in the war of 1812. In 1820 he married

Miss Polly Herrick , a native of Vermont. He located upon

his present farm in 1830, when the country around was al

most a wilderness . Mr. Clement has filled many town of

fices, having been justice of the peace for twenty years,

town superintendent and supervisor. Of his family of eleven

children , nine are living. One of his sons, Jacob T. Clement,

was in the Rebellion , and was with Sheridan in the Shenan

doah valley.

Charles R. Daniels was born in Caneadea, in 1826. In

1846 he was married to Sarah I. Spencer, of that town , and

they have had four children , two of whom are living. Mr.

and Mrs. Daniels are members of the Wesleyan Church .

Mr. Daniels served with credit in the late war, having en

listed at New York in Company F, 4th N. Y. H. A. , in

1862 , and served until discharged at Albany, in 1865 , par

ticipating in the battles of the Wilderness and Cold Harbor,

and the siege of Petersburg. He is now employed as

farmer, and owns one hundred and seventy -seven acres.

Fred L. Davis was born in 1848 , in the town of Hume,

and became a resident of Caneadea in 1864. He is a farmer

and dealer in drugs and medicines . He was married in 1872

to Miss Jennie Hewett, and they have two children . Mr.

Davis was elected town clerk in 1876 and served one year.

In 1877 he was elected supervisor, and re -elected in 1878 .

Arad H Franklin was born in Bainbridge, Chenango

couniy , in 1798, and came to Caneadea in 1824. He was

married in 1823 to Miss Laura Hammond, of Bainbridge , by

whom he has had thirteen children , eight of whom are now

living. He is a farmer and the owner of two hundred and

twelve acres . He has been highway commissioner and

served as magistrate eight years.

Andrew Howenstein was born in Argo, Switzerland, in

1821. He came to America in 1845 , and to Caneadea, from

Rochester, in 1860. In 1848 Mr. Howenstein was married

to Miss Barbara Kähler, of Philadelphia, by whom he had

three children . She died in 1865 , and he was again married ,

to Miss Matilda Schaef, of Rochester. They have had six

children , tive of whom are living. Mr. Howenstein enlisted

at Caneadea, in 1861 , in Company I , 160th regiment N. Y. S.

volunteers, and served three years, taking part in ten battles.

He now owns ninety -eight and a half acres of land, and is

engaged in farming.

John Hoyt was born in Windsor, Vt . , in 1804, and came

to Caneadea in 1816 . He was married in 1829 to Miss

Mary Caldwell , of Caneadea. They have had six children ,

three of whom are now living. He is the owner of sixty

five acres of land , and has served the town as assessor,

school commissioner and superintendent,and in other official

capacities .

Benjamin F. Johnson was born at Avon, N. Y. , in 1830 ,

and came to Caneadea about 1842. He was married in

1852 to Eleanor Rice, of Caneadea, by whom he had two

children . He enlisted in 1862 in Company D, 64th N. Y.

volunteers , was engaged at Fredericksburg and in other

battles , and was killed at Chancellorsville, in 1863 His

widow resides about one and three - fourths miles west of the

village of Caneadea , and his son , Frank B. Johnson , is also

a resident of the town .

Jacob M. Jones was born in 1852 , in the town of Genesee

Falls , Wyoming county, and came to Caneadea in 1872 .

He was married in 1873 to Miss Maria Davis, of Caneadea.

They have one child .

Thomas R. Leet was born in Oneida county, in 1811. In

1835 he moved into Allegany county with his parents from

Tioga county, Pa. , and became a resident of Hume, and in

1845 he removed from Hume to Caneadea, where he owns
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fifty acres of land , and is engaged in farming. He was

married in 1837 to Miss Betsey J. Short, of Hume, who

died in 1868. In 1869 Mr. Leet was married to Mrs. Jane

Brackett, of Caneadea. He had three children by his first

marriage and one by his second . He has been prominent

in town affairs, having held the offices of supervisor, as

sessor and highway commissioner, and served in other

cfficial positions.

Rev. Zenas T. Petty was born in Romulus, Seneca

county , in 1808 . He came to Belfast in 1821 and from

there to Oramel in 1869 . In 1831 Rev. Mr. Petty was mar

ried to Mary A. Wadsworth, of Belfast. They had seven

children . Mrs. Petty died in 1864, and Mr. Petty was mar

ried to Miss Arvilla Olds, of Gainesville, Wyoming county ,

the same year. Mr. Petty is a preacher of the Wesleyan faith .

Robert P. Ross was born in Madison county, in 1814, and

came from Monroe county to Almond in 1819. He re

moved to New Hudson in 1864 and to Caneadea in 1861 ,

where he owns ninety acres of land and is engaged in farm

ing. He was married to Harriet Halsey, of West Almond,

and they have three children .

James T. Severance was born in Cortland county, Septem

ber 4th , 1824. His father, Jonathan Severance , a native of

Sheldon, Mass., was born in 1788, and came to Hume in

March, 1829, locating on lot number 45 . October 22nd,

1856, Mr. Severance was married to Miss Marion P. Bots

ford, of Granger , and in 1861 removed to Caneadea, where

he served as supervisor for the year 1872 .

Amos R. Smith was born in Kinderhook , in 1818, and

came from the city of Hudson to Caneadea in 1836. Mr.

Smith is a pension and claim agent. He was married in

1841 to Miss Susanah Smith, of New York . She died in

1844, and Mr. Smith was again married , to Mrs. Emily

Smith, of Caneadea. They have three children . Mr.

Smith was elected coroner in 1859 and held the office three

years.

Sylvester Spencer was born in Centreville in 1819, and in

1838 came to Caneadea, where he owns two hundred and

twenty -one acres of land . He was married in 1849 to Helen

Chandler, of Caneadea. They have four children .

Oliver H. Thompson was born in 1825 , in Portage, Liv

ingston county. He removed to Belfast in 1873 , and to

Caneadea in 1874. He is the proprietor of the Caneadea

grist and flouring mill , which grinds about 20,000 bushels of

grain annually. He does a custom and flouring business,

employing two hands. He was married in 1848 to Miss

Helen E. Dailey. They have three children .

Mrs. Harriet Tucker, formerly Miss Harriet Dickens , was

married to John D. W. Tucker in 1864. Mr. Tucker, who

died in 1878, was born in Washington county, in 1830. He

was a farmer. They had a family of five children .

George W. Turner, a native of Madison county, was born

in 1829 , and came to Caneadea in 1836 . He married Miss

Martha Wagoner, of Caneadea, in 1855. Mr. Turner is en

gaged in farming and is the mail sub - contractor from Cane

adea to Belvidere. He holds the office of collector.

.



THE TOWN OF CENTREVILLE.

HE town of Centreville was formed from Pike,

Wyoming county, January 15th , 1819. The fol

lowing are the names of the first town officers:

Jesse Bullock , supervisor ; Alfred Forbes,

town clerk ; Edward Crowell and Zaccheus Spencer,

overseers 'of the poor ; Benjamin Blanchard , Mark S.

White and Strong Warner, assessors ; Abraham Day

ton , Mark Blanchard and Nathaniel Moore, commissioners

of highways ; Jesse Hadley and Calvin Cass, constables ;

Calvin Cass, collector ; David Smith, Benjamin Weaver and

Simeon Forbes, school commissioners ; Calvin Cass, Jesse

Bullock and Alfred Forbes, school inspectors ; Perkins B.

Woodward, pound -master.

The supervisors of the town have been as follows since

1819 :

1820-22 , Jesse Bullock ; 1823 , Alfred Forbes ; 1824, 1825 ,

1835 , Russell Burlingame ; 1826-28, Jesse Hadley ; 1829 ,

David Oaks ; 1830, 1841 , Benjamin Blanchard ; 1831 , 1832 ,

Strong Warner; 1833 , 1834, Oren Pell ; 1836-38 , Hugh Gil .

lis ; 1839 , 1840, 1842-45 , 1856 , 1857 , Timothy Higgins ;

1846, 1847 , Gregory Metcalf ; 1848, 1849, Ezra M. Hop

kins ; 1850-52 , R. O. Billings ; 1853, G. H. Jenkins ; 1854,

1855 , 1860, 1862 , Allen Simmons ; 1858, 1859, A. S. Barnum ;

1863-65 , 1869, 1870, 1874, 1875 , 1877-79, Jonathan Couch ;

1866 , 1867 , S. B. Freeman ; 1868 , Thomas B. Edwards ;

1871-73 , 1876, John D. Ballard .

Since 1819 the town clerks of Centreville have been as

follows :

1820 , Alfred Forbes ; 1821 , 1822 , Calvin Case ; 1823 , 1824 ,

1827 , David Oaks ; 1825 , 1826 , John Boardman ; 1828, 1837 ,

1845 , Timot!: y Higgins ; 1829 , 1839, Loren Stacy; 1830, 1831 ,

Russell Trall ; 1832 , Dudley C. Bryan ; 1833, Marvin Trall ;

1834, Porter Hanks ; 1835 , 1836, 1844, Daniel Veazie ; 1838,

Sheldon D. Trall ; 1840, 1846-49, Royal 0. Billings ; 1841 ,

Stephen Cook ; 1842 , Joel Nye ; 1843 , William McCray ;

1850-68, 1870 , 1871 , Chester Kimball; 1869 , David H.

Brook ; 1872 , John W. Jones; 1873-79, Thomas Symes .

In the early days, for the better accommodation of the

scattered voters, elections were held two or three successive

days in different parts of the town . The “anniversary

election " of 1819 was opened at the house of Jesse Bullock,

April 27th , and adjourned from there to the house of Strong

Warner on the 28th and on the 29th to the house of Russell

Trall . Upon the closing of the polls the vote stood as

follows :

For senator, Gideon Granger i and Lyman Payne 1 ;

Philetus Swift and Nathaniel Garrow, 46. For member of

Assembly, James McCall 48 , John Dow 26, Clark Crandall 22 .

According to the records the number of votes polled in

1819 was 48 ; in 1820, 83 .

The following are the names of those who were returned

as jurors from Centreville April 27th , 1819. Packard Bruce,

Benjamin Moore, William Palmer, Mark S. White, Clark

Hopkins, Benjamin Blanchard, Edward Crowell, Joseph

Fox and Abram Dayton.

Under date of the 4th day of May, 1819 , it is recorded

that Russell Trall , James Farwell , Nathaniel Moore, Strong

Warner and Simeon Forbes applied to the excise com

missioners of Centreville for license to keep inns or taverns

and to retail liquors under five gallons, and that Jesse

Bullock , Lyman Blakesley and Matthew P. C. Cady, " the

commissioners, believing the said persons applying to be of

good moral character and of sufficient ability to keep an inn

or tavern , resolved that " licenses should be granted in ac

cordance with their petitions. November roth of the same

year license was granted to Joseph Maxson . The great

disparity between the number of taverns and the number of

voters is explained by the fact that the inns were needed for

the accommodation of large numbers of emigrants who were

at that time journeying to the West by this route . The

travel was constant , and it is said all of these primitive

hostelries were often filled, and that many applicants for ad

mission were necessarily refused accommodations inside

and were obliged to sleep in the out-buildings or in their

wagons.

First LAND CONTRACTS - EARLY SETTLEMENT.

The first contracts for land in Centreville, granted by the

Holland Land Company, were issued in 1808 to Joseph

Maxson, Russell Trall, Thomas Clute, Strong Warner, Dav

id Gelatt and Samuel Webster,

Joseph Maxson was the primitive settler, and, as Turner

remarks in the Historyof the Holland Purchase, his ad

vent into the wilderness of Centreville is worthy of notice.

“ Leaving his native place (Hartwick, Otsego county) when

but eighteen years old, he arrived at Pike in April , 1808.

Two cents in money, a few articles of provisions and a

scanty wardrobe constituted the worldly wealth of our young

adventurer. Taking a new pair of shoes from his feet, he

bartered them for an ax and pushed into the wilderness

away from any habitation . Selecting bis land he erected a

rude shanty, and to supply bed and bedding peeled bass

wood bark , using one piece to separate himself from the

ground and another for covering. The snow fell to the

depth of six inches after he fixed himself in his new home.

He spent eight months solitary and alone. It is noted on

the books of the land office that he had five acres cleared

July 28th , 1808, at which he date he had his land ' booked '

to him , paying nothing down. It is presumed he had only

chopped down the timber and burned the brush. He raised

the first season a few bushels of corn and potatoes, and in
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the fall sowed two acres of wheat . Success rewarded the

extraordinary efforts of the young pioneer. He became,”

(as we have seen) “ an early tavern keeper,” and was the

owner of a large tract of land , which he sold in after years

to remove to Wisconsin , where he erected mills and engaged

in lunibering. He preserved , as relics of his early ad

vent upon the Holland Purchase , one of the two cents men

tioned , the ax for which he traded his shoes , an old wooden

fan with which he cleared the first wheat ever raised in thę

town , and one kernel of the seed -corn he procured to plant

in 1808 .

Before the close of the year another settler, not mentioned

as having contracted land of the Holland Company, made

his way into Centreville and became a resident . This was

James Ward, who is credited with having built the first

framed barn in the town and planted the first orchard . David

Gelatt came next , accompanied by his brother Abraham .

Soon afterward settlement was started a little north of the

center of the town , by Zaccheus Spencer, Thomas and Strong

Warner and Perkins B. Woodward , from Ashtord , Conn.

The Warners located about a mile and a half northeast of

the village of Centreville , where Strong Warner afterward

kept a public house. He was an enterprising man , and was

often chosen to positions of responsibility in the town . A

few years since he removed to Michigan , where he died . He

has descendants living in the town . Woodward settled about

half a mile north of the village, where he lived until his death ,

about 1860. He began the manufacture of brick at an early

date, and conducted that industry on an extensive scale for

that time, abandoning it about thirty years ago. He was a

leading member of the Presbyterian church .

In 1810 Sargent Morrell , from Vermont, settled in the

south part of the town . The next year Benjamin Blanchard ,

from the same State, located on lot number 25 . The latter

was for many years a resident of the town , but finally re

moved to Rushford, where he died about ten years ago.

Four of his brothers, Mark, Lewis, Abel and Barnes, were

also settlers in Centreville, where Mark died about thirty

five and Lewis twenty -five or thirty years ago. They all

had large families , but their only representative in the town

at this time is Orville, son of Lewis Blanchard . In 1811

Luther Houghton located in the town. He removed to

Caneadea seven years afterward . He was a native of Ver

mont . He died in 1858, at the age of eighty- five.

Among those who settled in Centreville in 1812 were John

and Samuel Leach, on lot nuniber 26. The former lived in

the town during life , dying about a year since . Other early

settlers not already mentioned were Perry, William

Carpenter, Eber Hotchkiss, Thatcher, Rus

sell Higgins , Russell Trall , Dr. Calvin Cass and Packard

Bruce . Jacob Potter was a settler in 1813 , and remained

during life.

Although Trall was one of those who took articles for

and at the office in Batavia in 1808, he does not appear to

have become a resident of the town until some time during

the progress of the war of 1812 . He located where the

village now is , and died there thirty -five years ago or

thereabout. One of his children became Mrs. Russell Hig

gins and is yet living in the town, at an advanced age. One

of his sons, Marvin Trall, who was at one time town clerk

of Centreville , is a prominent member of the Wyoming

county bar and has served honorably as judge of that

county. Russell T. Trall , another son , is a well known

physician , lecturer, and medical author of New York .

The Terrys and Northrups were early settlers also . Set

tlement was comparatively rapid after the war in Centreville,

as elsewhere on the Holland Purchase.

Reuben Potter came in during 1816. He removed to

Rushford in 1864.

Among the new comers in 1820 was Calvin Couch . He

came in from Pike, where his father had settled about ten

years previously, and located about a mile northeast of the

village of Centreville, where he lived until his death , in

1829. His widow died in the town early in the present

year. His sons, Jonathan and William B. Couch , are living

in the town at the present time. The former is an incum

bent of the offices of justice of the peace , supervisor and

postmaster .

Hugh Gillis, now living in the village, was a settler in

1825. The only men living in the town who were there at

the time he came are Bushnell Woodward, Ezra Woodward,

William Terry and Riley Northrup. Mr. Gillis moved in

from Ontario county and located about one hundred rods

from where he now lives .

Did space permit it would be interesting to give the names

of settlers of a later period , together with the dates of their

advent into the town . Such a record as has been given will

afford an idea as to who were the pioneers in Centreville,

and a glance at the list of successive town officials presented

elsewhere will show who were the leading men in public

affairs.

The population of Centreville in 1830 was 1,195 ; 1835 ,

1,426 ; 1840, 1,513 ; 1845 , 1,436 ; 1850, 1,441 ; 1855 , 1,394 ;

1860, 1,323 ; 1865 , 1,181 ; 1870 , 1,043 ; 1875 , 997 .

SOME EARLY EVENTS AND BEGINNINGS.

The building of the first framed barn and the setting out

of the first orchard by James Ward have been mentioned

elsewhere.

The first birth of a white child in the town was that of

Calvin P. Perry, in June , 1809 , which is also the date of his

death . There is no record of an earlier death than his .

The first tavern was kept where the village now is, as

early as 1810. The pioneer landlord was a man named

Thatcher.

William Foy and Ruth Morrell were the first couple to

unite their hands and fortunes in matrimony, which they

did in 1811 .

Perkins B. Woodward, already referred to as an early

settler, was the pioneer pedagogue, opening the first school

in the winter of 1813-14.

A man named Carpenter erected the first framed house.

The first saw- mill was erected on Six Town creek by

Eber Hotchkiss and Mark Blanchard in 1813 .

Four years later ( 1817 ) , Russell Higgins and Packard

Bruce erected the pioneer grist-mill on the same stream.

Bruce did not long remain in the town . His son , Edwin

S. Bruce, was sheriff of Allegany county. Another son,

Charles M. Bruce is an able preacher of the Baptist faith .

His daughter became the wife of Senator Teller, of Col.

orado . Higgins was a well known resident of Centreville

until his death, which occurred about 1860.

The first store was opened, it is said , at the “ Centre

the location of the village was formerly known , in 1820, by

Foy ,

as
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1,551 ; 1875 , 1,706 ; number of cows whose milk was sent to

the factory in 1874, 1,479 ; 1875 , 1,599 ; amount of butter

made in families in 1874, 42,422 pounds; cheese made in

families in 1874, 2,1 20 pounds ; gallons of milk sold in mar

ket in 1874 , 112. Could statisticsof a later date be obtained

they would show a marked advance in the amount of dairy

products since the date mentioned .

According to the report of the board of supervisors of Al .

legany county for the year 1878,the assessed valuation of real

estate in Centreville was $458,961 ; of personal property,

$9,100 . The amount of county tax assessed was $ 1,163.30 ;

State tax , $868.86 ; town tax , $510.68 .

RELIGIOUS HISTORY OF CENTREVILLE.

AND

The Baptists were the first to erect the standard of the

Christian religion in Centreville,though we have no evidence

that they ever organized a church in the town . The first meet

ing was conducted by John Griffin . The Methodists held

meetings at a comparatively early date in Centreville , as else

where in the county. Many of the new comers after settle

ment begun were Congregationalists and Presbyterians . The

first church organized in the town was of the latter faith .

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CENTREVILLE.

Sparrow Smith , who subsequently removed to Pike, Wyo

ming county. His store and residence are still standing.

The former is occupied by Fred Williams & Co. The lat

ter is the property of Mrs. Whitney , of the adjoining town

of Hume.

Dr. Calvin Cass was the pioneer physician. The second

was Dr. Weld . He was followed by Dr. William A. Stacy ,

father of Dr. O. T. Stacy, of Rushford, who moved in

about the year 1828. He lived in the town nearly thirty

years, during which he enjoyed an extensive practice, and

in 1857 removed to Rushford. Dr. Stewart , Dr. William

A. Ware and Dr. Porter Hanks all began practice in the

town after the removal of Dr. Stacy. Dr. William M.

Body practiced here five years previous to the fall of 1878 .

The resident practitioners at the present time are Drs . L.

G , Waterman and E. J .. Fish .

CENTREVILLE, FAIRVIEW THE WELSH SETTLEMENT.

The early history of Centreville village is given in con

nection with the record of the progress of events in the

town . The village contains three stores, a wagon shop, two

blacksmith shops, a cheese factory, two churches and a

hotel . The population is about one hundred and seventy .

Fairview is a small hamlet lying partly in the southwest

corner of Centreville, partly in Rushford and partly in Cat

taraugus county . It contains a church in Centreville) , and

a few dwellings .

The southwestern part of the town is often referred to as

the " Welsh Settlement." A large proportion of the popu

lation of that section are Welsh , who began to settle there

about 1840. They are industrious and thrifty , and most of

them have amassed considerable property. There was for

merly a Welsh church in the western part of the town , near

the county line . The house of worship is now used as a

school-house, the members of the society worshipping in

Cattaraugus county .

BUSINESS AND RESOURCES / STATISTICS.

The progress of a community from the removal of the

forest , which originally covered the ground, to the present

time, could be traced in its successive business interests.

Centreville is now in the enjoyment of a good degree of

prosperity, which has resulted from gradually changing

opportunities for business and traffic within its borders,

each of which has developed almost imperceptibly from those

which preceded it . With the clearing of the land and the

burning of the timber which encumbered it, an opportunity

was presented for speculation in the ashes which lay in the

fallows. Leading men in this branch of trade and manu

facture were Messrs. Cook, Hale & Company, who had an

ashery at an early day where the blacksmith shop of Thomas

Jones now stands. Sparrow Smith manufactured pearlash

on the Pike road, between 1825 and 1845. The manufac

ture of lumber was a leading industry for many years, and

aided much to render the clearing of the land profitable.

Farming was always carried on to some extent, but it as

sumed a position as an important interest only after the land

was well cleared . The soil of Centreville is best adapted to

grazing, and during the past few years the town has been ad

vancing to an enviable rank among the dairy towns of the

county . The following statistics will be found pertinent in

this connection. They are from the report of the census of

1875 : Average number of milch cows kept in the town in 1874,

For the early history of this church we are indebted to

Hotchkin's History of Western New York, and for that por

tion of it which follows to data furnished by Rev. John

W. Lane, a former pastor . The First Presbyterian Church of

Centreville, “ consisting of fourteen members," says Hotch

kin , “ was organized by Rev. Silas Hubbard , July 25th , 824,

and was received under the care of the Presbytery of Gene

see August 31st, 1824 , and transmitted to the Presbytery of

Angelica February 24th , 1829 . In 1825 it consisted of fif

teen members ; in 1831 , of thirty ; in 1843 , of one hundred

and nine ; and in 1846, of seventy-eight. As stated supplies,

at different periods, have officiated Rev. Messrs. Silas Hub

bard , Horatio Waldo, Horace Galpin , John T. Baldwin,

Lemuel Hall , Phineas Smith , Leonard Rogers, Samuel Ses

sions, Smith Sturgis and H. B. Taylor. In support of all

these ministers the church has received aid from the Ameri

can Home Missionary Society . One or two seasons of re

vival , but not very extensive, have been enjoyed . This

church has an appropriate house of worship and a parson

age.”

Rev. Lyman B. Waldo served as a stated supply for about

two years and retired on account of failing health . His im

mediate successor was Rev. John W. Lane, who began his

ministry in October, 1853 , and remained more than fourteen

years, deducting an absence of two years during the war.

The membership at the time he assumed the duties of the

pastorate was about thirty , the following named persons con

stituting the society : Mr. and Mrs. P. B. Woodard, Mr.

and Mrs. Reuben Ellis , Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Veazey, Mr.

and Mrs. Jeremiah Lamberson , Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Veazey,

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Chamberlain , Mr. and Mrs. Barnes

Blanchard , Mr. and Mrs. Peter Cole, Mr. and Mrs. James

Cole, Mrs. Elihu Cole, Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Cleasby , Mrs.

Kimball , Mrs. Pitts, Mrs. Palmer, Miss Harriet Cole, Mr.

and Mrs. Ezra M. Hopkins, Mr. Pelton and Mr. and Mrs.

Henry S. Barnum, who united with the church a little later.

The second year of Mr. Lane's pastorate was signalized
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June, 1842 , .with thirteen constituent members. The first

pastor was Rev. Charles D. Burlingame.

Mr. and Mrs. Solomon Williams, Levi L. Wheat, Rev. Sal

mon Wheat, Mr. and Mrs. William Lamberson , Mr. and Mrs.

Charles Hatch and others were early identified with thi

church .

The house of worship , which will seat one hundred and

seventy - five persons, was erected in 1844 at a cost of $ 1,000.

This amount is about one- half tie present value of the

church property.

The pastor now ( 1879) in charge is Rev. I. K. Under

bill .

THE FAIRVIEW CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,

The Congregational church of Fairview was organized by

Rev. John T. Edwards, in 1846. The first pastor was Rev.

David Jenkins.

This church has erected two houses of worship. The

first was built in 1851. The present one was erected in

1865. It cost nine hundred dollars, and will seat about one

hundred persons.

The membership is about thirty , part of whom are res

idents of Rushford and adjacent neighborhods in Cattar

augus county .

by a revival which has been referred to as “ as remarkable

as it was encouraging." Among those who united with the

church as the result of this movement were several promi

nent citizens and a number of the younger people of the

community. Of this number may be mentioned Mrs. Sam

uel Blodgett , Mrs. Dr. Ware, Mrs. Kyes and her daughter,

Mrs. William Kyes, Mrs. Eliza Kendall , Mrs. Dr. Findley ,

Mrs. Cole, Mrs. E. P. Allen , Calvin Palmer, Miss Osgood,

Mrs. A. P. Allen , Mr. and Mrs. David Thomas, John Mor

ris , Mrs. Roberts , Mrs. Margaret Gibbey , Mrs. Samuel

Symes, Miss Estella Chapin, Mrs. Noah S. Litchfield and

others . Mr. M. D. Higgins, Mrs. Laura Higgins, Samuel

Crowell , Dr. Stacy and others, who did not identify them

selves with the society, gave efficient aid and exerted their

influence to advance the interests of the church .

The early years of Mr. Lane's ministry at Centreville

were years of intense application to his labors . He

preached three sermons a Sunday, anıl did other pastoral

work with a similar zeal . He was a positive thinker, vigor .

ous in argument and fervent and effective in his manner of

delivery . His influence was such that the church rap

idly and steadily increased in membership , until at the end

of five years the old church was found to be too small to

accommodate the society.

In 1858 a new lot was purchased, which was conveniently

located but required expensive grading and necessitated

the laying of a costly foundation of dressed stone . The

total expense of lot , grading, foundation , and a substantial

wooden church 38 by 56 feet square, with a pillared por

tico , hall , front gallery and steeple, is computed to have

been about $3,000, which was made up by gifts from mem

bers of the society , with the exception of $500, donated by

the Presbyterian Board of Erection ; Mr. P. B. Woodward

subscribing $500 ; Rev. Mr. Lane and others $ 100 each,

and other smaller amounts to make up the aggregate . The

house was completed in the fall of 1859 , and dedicated ,

Rev. Daniel Russel , of Pike, Wyoming county, preaching

the dedicatory sermon .

There were vacancies in the official board at that time, to

fill which Barnes Blanchard , Ezra M. Hopkins and Albert

S. Barnum were ordained to be elders. Daniel Veazey was

clerk of the session .

As the result of removals and deaths, and the subsequent

disastrous effects of the late civil war, rather than from a

diminution of interest, the church began to decline about 1858 ,

and continued to decrease in membership for some years .

The number of members in 1860 was fifty ; in 1865 , thirty

two ; in 1866 , thirty ; in 1868 , thirty - four. In the spring of

the latter year Rev. Mr. Lane was called to the pastorate of

the Presbyterian church of Rushford, and the Centreville

church has since been irregularly supplied by theological stu

dents, among whom were Rev. Oscar J. Hardin and Rev.

John Sylvanus. Rev. Franklin A. Spencer was supplying

the church in the fall of 1878, in connection with the Rush

ford charge.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

Nelson Farmer was born in Herkimer, N. Y. , February

22nd , 1813. He came to this county from Cattaraugus county

in 1838. He was married December 9th , 1838 , to Alida

Brooman , of Montgomery county, N. Y. He died February

16th, 1873

Edward N. Gilbert, farmer, was born in Chenango county ,

N. Y. , September 7th , 1833. He came here from Cattaraugus

county in 1846. He was married to Mary Carter, of Attica ,

Wyoming county, N. Y. , March 16th , 1856 .

Nelson Merwin came to this county from Castile, Wyo

ming county, in 1821 . He was born at Perry in the same

county , September ist , 1819. He has been a farmer since

1867 , and he is also proprietor of a hotel at Centreville.

He was married to Philancy Peck, of Hume, Allegany

county , September 6th , 1843. They reared three children .

Solomon Williams was born in Washington county, N. Y. ,

August 17th , 1794 . He came to this county from Granville,

N. Y. , in 1836. He was a farmer. He died August 19th,

1863

Perkins B. Woodard was a native of Windham county,

Conn . , where he had his birth September 6th, 1803. He

came thence to this county in 181. He is a farmer, and he

has lived in Centreville during twelve years . He was married

to Margaret Stevens in September, 1840, and again to Susan

Warner, in April , 1846. In politics he is a Republican and

in religion a Presbyterian .

THE METHODIST CHURCH OF CENTREVILLE,

The Methodist church of Centreville was organized in



THE TOWN OF CLARKSVILLE.

HIS town was formerly a part of Cuba, and was

set off as a separate town May 11th , 1835. It

derived its name from Mr. S. N. Clark , one of

the agents of the Holland Land Company, in

whose purchase it is included .

Horario G. Slayton was the first settler in this

town . He came here in March , 1822 , and located

on Dodge's creek , south of the village, on the farm now

owned by Edmund Southworth . Mr. Slayton came in from

Cuba, along Dodge's creek , following the bed of the creek

where he could, and cutting a road when he was obliged to

do so in order to get his team along. It was on the place

where Mr. Slayton settled that his son , Joseph P. Slayton ,

now living in the village of Clarksville, was born , May 23d ,

1822 , about two months after the arrival of the family in

their western wilderness home . He is , of course, the oldest

living native of Clarksville , as his was the first birth in the

town . He has lived to see the transformation of the wilder

ness into a beautiful little valley of fertile farms, and the

tall monarchs of the forest into the pleasant village of Clarks

ville .

His father's log hut was not of the most comfortable sort ,

as the lower log on one side was off the ground far enough for

the ingress of dogs or wolves, and besides this, there was no

floor to the hut. On one occasion , when the elder Mr.

Slayton was absent on a milling excursion — which was only

as often as necessary as he had to carry his grist upon his

back to Cadytown , two miles north of Cuba - his “ better

hall," as was her custom upon such occasions, cooked pork

and beans, to have them ready when the happy moment of

his return arrived . Upon this occasion it was quite late in

the evening before the cooking was finished, and the

pleasant odors arising from the dinner pot, mingling with

the atmosphere outside, attracted the attention of the hungry

wolves, which were plenty in that vicinity . They howled

about the house, as no other animal can howl , moving cau

tiously around until the hole under the lower log was found,

and then in their desperate hunger attempted an entrance,

when the heroine Mrs. Slayton defended herself with fire

brands, hurling them right and left at the cowardly beasts ,

until they went off in disgust , leaving her mistress of the

situation . Wolves were the pest of the early settlers in this

vicinity. As a general thing they were very cowardly . Hon .

Anson Congdon relates an incident or two of his adventures

with them in his boyhood days . On one occasion , when he

had been over the hill , a few miles away, to enjoy the pleas

ure of a " hoe down," dignified now-a -days by the title of

“ dance," on his return in the night he was followed by a

large wolf that had scented his track and by repeated howl

ings gave evidence of a rapid approach . Congdon , however,

was armed with the usual old fowling -piece, and every mo

ment gave prophecy of the near approach of a deadly con

flict for the mastery. Both seemed to use what strategy

was at their command . Congdon passed over a sharp ridge,

into a ravine, crossing on a log, where he fixed a place, con

cealed himself, and made ready for the approach of the

enemy. But Mr. Wolf did not show his head over the brow

of the hill as long as Congdon lay concealed , which was for

two hours or more . Then, as Congdon moved forward, the

wolf would advance, but not within gun shot. Thus he fol

lowed for several miles, until Congdon reached home.

It was customary in those days, in the absence of balloons,

buggies, and the gorgeous turnouts of the present, to escort

the young ladies to parties on ox sleds. Congdon, with

others, had been to a " sugaring,” and after seeing that his

best girl was safely landed from the sled at the door step, he

turned his steps homeward . It was a beautiful starlight

night , and as he was trotting along the old King road down

the creek , south of what is now the village , thinking more of

the past few hours of enjoyment than of the dangers of the

present moment, he all at once espied something in the road,

a few feet ahead of him . A sudden halt, an instinctive

standing of his hair on end, a wonderful relaxation of the

pores and food of perspiration, and glaring eyes ! The whole

situation was at once taken in-a large wolf in front, another

on a log just at his right, and more of them a little to the

left . To run would have invited pursuit, and to stand his

ground was his only alternative, as he had heard it explained

by old hunters; so , taking his hat in his hand, he determined

to cram it into the mouth of the first wolf that approached.

His resolution conquered, and soon the cowardly brutes

moved off, and from there home Congdon made time that

has not been seen on record .

At the time Mr. Slayton located here, and for several

years after, there were no settlers between this place and

Portville on the south and Cuba on the north , A Mr.

King, known locally as Colonel King, was here very early ;

he " articled " several lots of the Holland Land Company

for twenty -five cents per acre, and sold them to settlers at

$ 1.50 per acre. This he continued to do for several years,

yet many of the settlers purchased directly ,from the Hol

land Company at twenty - five cents per acre. Mr. Slayton

purchased of Colonel King at $ 1.50 per acre. Joseph Palm

er settled here the same month and year with Mr. Slayton,

and located on lot

John Murray settled atwhat is now Clarksville village in

1824. James McDougal and Jabez Lurvey located a little

east of the center in 1827. Other settlers came in soon ,

and quite a large settlement was made at once near the

center of the town . Among the prominent early settlers

were the Congdon family, who purchased of the Holland

29.

1



FIRST EVENTS AND INSTITUTIONS IN CLARKSVILLE — THE CIVIL LIST. 243

Clark Saunders as postmaster. He lived in a log house

on the place now owned and occupied by Harrison Barber,

about a mile and a half south of the village .

Tilman Keller was the first rider on this route , which lay

between Cuba and Portville, a distance of sixteen miles .

He carried the mail on horseback , and made the round

trip once a week . Mr. Keller is still living, and enjoys the

reputation of having once been able to split more rails in

nine days than any other man in the county. While riding

this post route, the settlement at the corners, now the vil

lage of Clarksville, was larger than that at the post-office.

The denizens of the corners procured a large box and

placed it in a convenient place , and then hired Mr. Keller

for ten cents per quarter, making forty cents per year, to

bring their mail from the post- office as he came up once a

week , and deposit it in the box , where each one went when

he pleased and took out such mail as belonged to him . Of

course everybody was honest in those days, and took only

what was his.

LOCAL OFFICERS AND ORDINANCES.

room .

Company at twenty - five cents per acre . Mr. Congdon located

where Charles DeKay now lives, south of the village .

There was at one time an Indian camping ground in this

town near Dodge's creek , where it passes through the farm

of J. R. Peckham , Hon . Anson Congdon has at different

times plowed up large quantities of arrow- heads, and other

Indian relics . This place was locally known as the “ half

way house . " Why it was given this name, no one knows,

but it is supposed to have been nearly equidistant between

two different tribes.

The first school- house in this town was built in 1833 ,

about six rods from the corners , in the village of Clarksville,

and it retains the same number. The first school was

taught by Miss Maria McDougal, in 1827, in a small frame

building where Kinney's Hotel now stands .

The first frame building in this town was built by Jabez

Lurvey, and stood where the hotel now stands .

The first tavern was built by Captain Daniel Carpenter.

It was a double log house, and stood on what is now known

as the Whitwood farm . He sold to J. J. Cook. The pres

ent hotel building was erected in 1838 by Jabez Lurvey.

The upper part of the main building was originally a ball

L'irvey sold the tavern to a Mr. Hoyt , and he to a

Mr. Britton .

The first blacksmith shop erected in this town for doing

custom work was built by L. F. Dunn, on the main road to

Cuba, about half a mile north of the village . The shop

has gone to decay , and there is no trace left to mark the

spot where it once stood . Previous to this there was little

or no smithing done, except as farmers would do their own .

The pioneer store in this town was built by George Hart

son , who came here from Hornellsville. The building is

that now occupied by Mr. Wilkinson as a dwelling, on the

corner opposite Kinney's Hotel in the village of Clarksville.

The pioneer carpenter of this town was Mr. Isaac Ashley,

who is now ninety -eight years of age.

The first resident physician, James McDougal, located on

lot 20 , about half a mile east of the village of Clarksville .

In 1828 Joseph Palmer erected a saw - mill on the site

now occupied by Joseph P. Slayton's steam saw- mill . A

Mr. Galloway built a saw -mill on lot 33 , which went to

decay many years ago . Dusenbury & Congdon built

another mill some time after, about forty rods farther up the

stream , and that was burned in 1864. The land upon which

these mills stood is now owned by J. C. Wright.

The first weaver was Mrs. Nichols, who did that work in

1830 . She lived at Mr. Carpenter's .

The pioneer wedding was that of Van Rensselaer Delivan

and Harriet Palmer, in 1827. Mr. Delivan died in 1845 ,

and the widow was married to John Isnehour. She is still

living, at the advanced age of seventy - five years.

There is not another town in the county in which reside

and have resided continuously the first child born and the

first girl married in the town .

The first death that occurred in this town was that of

Warren Knowles.

The population of the town at different dates has been

as follows : 1835 , 252 ; 1840, 326 ; 1845 , 443 ; 1850, 668 ,

1855 , 781 , 1860, 865 ; 1865 , 879 ; 1870, 784 ; 1875 , 797 .

The record of the first town meeting relates that it was

held at the school-house near Peter Lurvey's, on Tuesday

the 23d day of June, 1835 , pursuant to an act of the Legis

lature of the State of New York , passed May uth , 1835 .

Peter Lurvey was chosen to preside, and Clark Saunders

was chosen clerk . On canvassing the votes for town offi

cers, the result was as follows :

For supervisor, Peter Lurvey; town clerk , Clark Saunders ;

justices of the peace - Clark Saunders, Samuel Parrot, Alden

Stone, Henry Swarthout; assessors-Jabez Lurvey, Asa

Southworth , John Van Ness ; road commissioners - Clark

Nichols , Moses Parsels, John G. Stone; commissioners of

common schools - Harvey Southworth, Erastus Main, Wil

liam Southworth ; overseers of the poor - Samuel Compton ,

James McDougal; inspectors of common schools--Clark

Saunders, Erastus Main, Jabez Lurvey ; collector, Alfred

Main ; constables - Alfred Main, Amos Hedden, Harvey

Southworth , Joseph McKinster (No. 1 ) .

It was voted that the town raise $250 for making and re

pairing roads and bridges , the money to be laid out according

to the discretion of the commissioners of highways.

“ voted that the town raise as much money for schools as the

law will allow . "

The civil list of the town from 1835 to 1879 includes the

following :

Supervisors .— 1835 , 1836 , Peter Lurvey ; 1837-39 , 1842 ,

Clark Saunders; 1840 , 1841 , 1843-49 , 1864 , 1865 , 1869 , 1876

78. Anson Congdon ; 1850-54 , 1860-63 , 1867 , William C.

Southworth ; 1855-57 , 1866 , 1870 , 1871 , 1874, Martin Butts;

1858 , 1859 , Joseph Haynes ; 1868 , William O. Butts; 1872,

1873 , William O. Congdon ; 1875 , 1878 , M. M. Congdon ;

William C. Southworth , elected supervisor in 1867 , against

his protest , resigned immediately , and the next week his

former opponent, William O. Butts, was duly elected to fill

the vacancy. They were both of the same political faith ,

but Mr. Southworth,feeling that he was not honorably elected ,

refused to hold an office to which he was thus elevated .

Town Clerks.— 1835 , 1836 , Clark Saunders; 1837-39,

James C. Brown ; 1840 , Harry Southworth ; 1841 , Joseph

Palmer ; 1842 , George Palmer; 1843 , William C. Southworth ;

1844, 1850-52,1855-61, 1863 , 1865-67 , 1869-71 , Prentice Peck

It was

Post-OFFICE .

The post-office was established in the town in 1836, with
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Peter Lurvey's house and running a southwesterly direction

through the land of Peter Lurvey and William Southworth ,

to intersect the old road near John L Slayton's house."

THE CHEESE AND BUTTER INTEREST.

I

ham ; 1845 , Elinzer L. Prindle ; 1846, Simon Hatch ; 1847

49 , J. P. Slayton ; 1853 , 1854 , Nathan Southworth ; 1862 ,

1864 , Charles T. Genson ; 1868 , Cyrus W. Peckham ; 1872 ,

1873, James R. Peckham ; 1874 , Marcellus Wilkinson ; 1875 ,

F. C. Peckham ; 1876 , M. L. Wilkinson ; 1877-79 , J. H. Pen

dleton .

Justices of the peace (when elected ) .— 1835 , 1837 , 1838

1841 , Clark Saunders ; 1835 , Samuel Parrot , Alden Stone ,

Henry Swarthout; 1836 , Jabez Ashley ; 1837 , 1838, James

C. Brown ; 1837 , James V. Collin ; 1838 , 1839 , William C.

Southworth , to fill the place of J. V. Collin , also elected in

1843 , 1848 and 1859 ; 1840 , Anson Congdon , to fill vacancy,

also elected in 1842 and 1846 ; 1841 , Prentice Peckham,

Jabez Ashley,; 1842 , 1845 , 1847 , 1852 , 1855 , Harry South

worth ; 1842 , James C. Wright , for two years ; 1843 , 1851 ,

1853 , 1858 , 1860, 1864 , 1868 , 1872 , 1876, Martin Butts ;

1844 , Nathan Southworth ; 845, 1849 , 1851 , Leonard

Cleaveland ; 1845 , Mahlan Compton ; 1846 , 1847 , Calvin B.

Keller ; 1849 , Anson Gillett ; 1850, Anson Compton, Jesse M.

Compton ; 1851 , 1852 , Ira Main ,Absalom Leonard ; 1853 , Jo

seph Wilcox (four years , George B. Pease three years) ;

1854, Charles G. Pease ; 1856 , Henry Baxter ; 1856 , 1868 ,

1869 , Alvin Ashley ; 1857 , 1861 , 1863 , Hiram Moulton ;

1857 , 1865 , Jerry Arms; 1858 , 1862 , Allen A. Williams;

1858 , Abner R. Holcomb ; 1860, David C. Starkey ; 1863 ,

1866, 1867 , 1872 , 1875 , Clark H. Beckwith ; 1864 , Orrin D.

Kinney ; 1865 , 1866 , 1870, 1871 , 1874 , 1875 , William P.

Miner ; 1871 , Henry J. Norton , full term ; 1872 , 1873 ,

Marcus M. Congdon , full term ; 1875 , J. F. Zimmerman

( full term) , Harrison Barber to fill vacancy) ; 1878, T. M.

Todd ; 1879 , D. C , Millis , full term .

Cheese and butter are at the present time among the

principal products of the town . As the farmers turn their

attention to dairying and butter making, their farms become

enriched, and the producing power increases in proportion

to the increase of stock . The first cheese factory in this

town was built in 1867 , by M. M. Congdon and J. B. Isne

hour, at Clarksville village, at a cost of $2,500, with a ca

pacity of making 200,000 pounds per annum. In 1878 this

factory used the milk from about 480 cows, and manufac

tured 182,525 pounds of cheese, which was sold at an aver

age of eight and three-tenths cents per pound.

The Forest Cheese Factory is located two and a half

miles south of the center of the town , on the road to Port

ville , and was built in the spring of 1876 by R. T. Robinson ,

at a cost of $ 1,700 . It has a capacity of twelve cheese per

day , at an average of sixty pounds per cheese .

The only creamery in this town is located in the south

eastern part of the town , two and a half miles from the

village of Clarksville. It was built at a cost of $500 and is

owned by Chester Lubar.

In 1875 there were 1,706 milch cows kept in this town ,

and the milk of 1599 of these was taken to the cheese fac

tories. There were made in families in the town 42,422

pounds of butter, and 2,120 pounds of cheese .

VILLAGES.

HIGHWAYS . Clarksville is located on Dodge's creek, at the intersection

of the Richburg with the Portville and Cuba roads, and very

near the center of the town , as the east and west center line

crosses the bridge at the north side of the village. The

land upon which the village stands was purchased of the

Holland Land Company by Colonel Samuel King , and by

him sold to others. This village is one of the most lovely spots

in Allegany county , being compact, neat and quiet, nestled

down between the high hills, which seem to stand sentinel

on every side. There are at this place one church, one

school-house, one hotel, kept by O D. Kinney ; one store ,

by Charles Cleaveland ; one public hall and store, J. H.

Pendleton proprietor; blacksmith shop, carriage shop, mil

linery store, one physician , and about two hundred and fifty

inhabitants . There are also a cheese factory, saw - mill, and

other small establishments usual to villages of this size.

Mrs. Martha E. Southworth is the present postmistress .

The post office is known as West Clarksville, to distinguish

it from others.

North Clarksville is a small hamlet in the north part of

the town , having a grocery store, blacksmith shop , a school

house and about fifteen dwellings, with about seventy -five

inhabitants.

The King road was probably the first one laid out, or at

least traveled to any extent, for some time after the first settler

entered the town . It was so named in honor of Colonel

Samuel King, who traveled over this section of the country

with the surveyors of the Holland Land Company, select

ing such lots as he thought best, and afterwards taking arti .

cles, or getting booked for them, and then selling them to

actual settlers at an advance of one dollar or ten shillings

per acre . The King road ran along Dodge's creek , west of.

where the present north and south highway runs .

The first road laid out by the commissioners of highways

was that described in the following record :

a meeting of the commissioners of highways of the

town of Clarksville, in the county of Allegany , at the dwell

ing house of Laban Main , in the said town, on the 5th day

of July, 1835 , all the commissioners having met and delib

erated on the subject, it is hereby ordered and determined

by the said commissioners that a highway be laid out in said

town upon the application of Alfred Main , and passing

through the improved land of Alfred Main, Erastus Main

and Peter Lurvey, who consent thereto ; commencing at the

south line of Joseph Congdon's land , running thence south

westerly to the highway between the dwelling house of

Peter Lurvey and James McDougal," etc.

At a meeting of the commissioners of highways at Peter

Lurvey's on the 25th of November, 1835 , it was ordered by

the commissioners , “ upon the application of Joseph Palmer,

that the highway running through the farm of Peter Lurvey

be altered as follows : commencing at a pine stump near
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CHURCHES.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CLARKSVILLE .

This society was organized November 21st , 1838 , as a

branch of the Friendship Baptist Church , by Elder T. Ful

ler, and the following lay members : Cyrus Peckham, Olive

Gillett, Mary Peckham, Anson Gillett, Prentice Lewis,
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Farm House of Wm . Duke. Residence of Wm . Duke.

SOIO, N. Y.

Saw und Grist Mills of Wm . Duke.
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UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST .

The United Brethren in Christ , Churchin the south part

of the town , was organized with seven members, in 1861 , by

Rev. S. H. Smith. They erected their house of worship in

1868, at a cost of $ 1,700 . It will seat three hundred per

The first pastor was N. R. Luce; the present one is

Rev. John W. Clark . The society numbers sixty -eight .

The church property is valued at $2,000.

sons .

BIOGRAPHICAL.

Abigail Gillett, Eunice Nichols , Joel Gillett, William P.

Briggs, Elvira Lurvey, Henry Main and C. W. Peckham .

The first meeting was held in the school -house at Clarksville

Centre, where Elder Fuller preached occasionally until

March ist , 1843 , when a council was called, and recognized

this as a separate church, with the above title . The dele

gates composing the council were Rev. Benjamin Thomas,

of Olean ; Rev. B. F. Robbins and Ira Stone, of Cuba; Rev.

N. Fillies, Deacon A. Buckley, S. Merriman, Isaiah Jordan ,

Jacob Jordan , H. Swarthout, and Enoch Ballard, of Wirt;

Rev. T. Fuller, Deacons A. Evarts and S. S. Carter, and W.

Wellman, A. Bruce, Moses Parsels, Hiram Starkey, A.

Swarthout, and G. Swarthout, of Friendship ; L. Simons, of

Amity; Rev. B. Bemus, Deacon Lyman Chaffee, and Andrus

Post , of Angelica. The delegates from Clarksville con

sisted of Erastus Main , Cyrus Peckham and Hon. Anson

Congdon . The opening prayer was offered by Elder Rob

bins, and the sermon preached by Elder Bemus. The right

hand of fellowship was given by Elder Fuller, and the

charge delivered by Elders Robbins and Bruce.
The con

cluding prayer was offered by Elder Fillies . Rev. T. Fuller

was chosen moderator of the council, and W. Wellman ap

pointed secretary. The following named persons were made

constituent members of the First Baptist Church of Clarks

ville:

Henry Main, William Lurvey,William Southworth, George

Peckham , Benjamin Lurvey , Prentice Peckham, Holden E.

Prosser, Elvira Lurvey, Rachael Congdon , Pamelia Briggs,

Olive Perrington, Aurilla Lurvey, Fanny M. Prosser, Sally

A. Southworth , Mary Peckham , Cyrus Peckham , C. W.

Peckham , Palmer Brown , Daniel Gillett, Anson Congdon,

Erastus Main , Penelope Prosser, Dorcas Main, Alma Peck

ham , Olive Lurvey, Polly Peckham , Betsey A. Lurvey,

Abigail Nichols and Miranda Main .

Immediately upon the organization of this church, Elder

Holder E. Prosser was called to the pastorate of the soci

ety . He was succeeded by Elder L. Anson , as a supply,

who commenced his labors March ist, 1847. Elder F. Spear

was made pastor March ist, 1849 , and closed his labors

here in November following. A Wellman supplied the pul

pit from November 20th , 1849 , to April 2nd , 1850, when

Elder T. Scott was called . He was succeeded by Elder G.

W. Varnum , who closed his labors in February, 1856. He

was followed by Elder J. F. Stark , who became pastor May

2nd , 1856 , and closed that relation April 2nd , 1859. Elder

H. A. Conrad supplied the pulpit from that time to March

3d , 1860 , when he was succeeded by Elder M. M. Colman ,

who had the pastorate from March 3d , 1860, to December

4th , 1869. Between this and August, 1870 , there was occa

sional preaching. Elder C. M. Bruce began his labors Au

gust 6th , 1870, and closed them April 24th, 1875. He was

succeeded by Elder P. A. Mead, who was pastor from May

7th , 1875 , to May 7th , 1879.

The present number of church members is eighty. In

1876 the society purchased the present parsonage, at a cost

of $ 1,350 . The present church edifice was built in 1853 and

1854, at a cost of $2,400 . It is of wood, of modern finish ,

and will seat three hundred persons. The church property ,

including parsonage, church and sheds, is valued at $4,000 .

The Sunday- scool was organized in 1860. It has eighty

members, with an average attendance of forty. Deacon R.

Stone is the present superintendent.

MARTIN N. Butts, son of Hon . Martin Butts , was born in

Bolivar, in 1839 . His father was born in Pollett, Vt . , in

1798 , and came to Allegany county when about twenty

years old . He represented his district in the State Senate,

and was clerk of Allegany county in 1847. He died in

1876. Mr. Butts married Miss Waterbury , of Cuba. He

has held the offices of supervisor, commissioner of highways

and inspector of election .

A. F. Clark was born in Genesee county , in 1829 . His

parents were Calvin and Hannah Clark. Calvin Clark was

a seaman, and died in Wyoming county. Mr. Clark married

Miss Mary Morse, of Wyoming county, and after her death

married Helen M. Moulton, of Clarksville . He came to

Clarksville in 1854.

Anson CONGDON was born in Otsego county, in 1817 , and

came to the town of Clarksville at the age of sixteen . His

great -grandfather on his father's side came from Eng

land . His grandfather, Joseph Congdon , was born in Con

necticut, and his father, Joseph Congdon , was a native of

Petersburgh, N. Y. His mother's maiden name was Lydia

Collins . His father was a farmer and Mr. Congdon was

early instructed in the duties incident to that pursuit. His

mother died in 1840 and his father in 1856. Mr. Congdon

has been twice married, the first time to Rachel Lurvey, a

native of Plattsburgh, Steuben county, who died in 1852 .

His second wife was Mary A. Peckham , a native of Connect

icut, who has lived in Clarksville since she was two years of

age. Mr. Congdon, who is one of the most influential men

in his section of the county , was formerly actively engaged

in farming and lumbering, but has retired from business .

He has held the office of justice of the peace twelve

years, that of supervisor at different periods for eighteen

years, and that of superintendent of poor for nine years ; and

has served four years as internal revenue collector for the

29th district .

Marcus M. Congdon , manufacturer of cheese, a life - long

resident of Clarksville, was born in 1844. He was married to

Miss Elme E. Keller, of Portville, Cattaraugus county, in

1865. In 1873 Mr. Congdon was elected justice of the

peace, and in 1875 to the office of supervisor. He manu

factures one hundred and eighty -five thousand pounds of

cheese annually.

Jerome B. Isnehour, a life -long resident of Clarksville,

was born in 1830. His marriage with Miss Mary E. Weth

erbee , of Wirt , occurred in 1858. He enlisted in 1862 in

Company K, I30th regiment N. Y. volunteers, and served

Mr. Isnehour was in the battles at Chancellors

ville, Frederickburg and Gettysburg . He has held the

three years.
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office of collector, and at present holds the office of over

seer of the poor.

Orra D. KINNEY , son of Alpheus Kinney, was born in

De Ruyter, Madison county , N. Y. , in 1827 , and came to

Allegany county in 1848, locating at Cuba, where he re

mained three years and removed to Clarksville. In 1850

he married Miss Susan M. Jordan , of Cuba . Mr. Kinney

has served as highway commissioner. He is engaged in

hotel-keeping at Clarksville .

J. T. Moses, son of Samuel S. Moses, was born in Cuba,

in 1839 He married Livonia Ann Beebe, of Cuba. He is

engaged in farming, and serves as supervisor and school

trustee .

Stephen Moulton, farmer, was born in Batavia, N. Y. , in

18u , and came to Clarksville in 1842. He married for his

first wife Emily Bradway, a native of Massachusetts, who

died in 1869 , and he was again married , to Caroline Nichols,

of Massachusetts.

John C. Noyes, a native of Waterville, Me, was born in

1802 , and came to Allegany county in 1825 and located in

the town of Centreville , where he took up one hundred and

fifteen acres of land . In 1831 he removed to Clarksville

and purchased one hundred acres of land in lot number

25. He married Miss Loraina Childs, of Centreville, in 1834 .

She died in 1865 , and in 1869 he married Laura Mallory,

who died in 1871 , and in 1872 Mr. Noyes married Mrs.

Mary I. Lucas.

J. H. PENDLETON, merchant, was born in Smithville , in

1851. His father, Nathan Pendleton , was born in Chenango

county, and died in Clarksville April 12th , 1877. Mr. Pen

dleton married Miss Flora E. Medbury. His mercantile

business at Clarksville was established in 1874.

Joseph B. Slayton, farmer, son of Horace Slayton , a native

of Utica , N. Y. , was the first child born in Clarksville . His

birth was in 1822. His father's trade was that of a cooper,

and Joseph B. Slayton worked at the trade and at the car

penter and joiner's trade in his early life . He married Miss

Laura Murray, of Clarksville. Mr. Slayton has served as

town clerk seven years, highway cornmissioner five years,

and has filled the position of constable.

Edwin Southworth was born in Clarksville, in 1831 He

is the son of Asa and Laura Southworth . He married Miss

Amanda H. Robinson, of Genesee, in 1870. Mr. Southworth

was drafted in the late war. He is the owner of one hun

dred and ninety acres of land .

Jacob H. Whitman was born in Woodhull, Steuben county ,

in 1826. In 1847 he married Annis M. Bartoo , of the same

county, and in 1850 came to Clarksville from Jasper, Steu

ben county. In 1862 Mr. Whitman enlisted, and served two

years in Company A, 136th regiment New York volunteers,

participating in battles at Fort Stephens and Gettysburg.

He has served in various official capacities, among which

might be named those of highway commissioner and in

spector.
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THE TOWN OF CUBA .

.

HIS town , formerly known as township 3 , range

2 , of the Holland Purchase, lies upon the

western border of the county a little north of

the center. The surface is broken and divided

into ridges by narrow valleys bordered by precipitous

hillsides . The town is drained chiefly by Oil creek

and its tributaries . The soil is a gravelly loam with

an admixture of clay in some parts .

The recently abandoned Genesee Valley Canal enters the

town near the center of the north border and extends in a

southwesterly direction to the vicinity of Seymour, where it

enters the valley of Oil creek , which it follows to the center

of the west boundary, deflecting to the west at Cuba village.

The New York , Lake Erie and Western Railroad has its

track through a narrow valley across the central part of the

town from east to west. There are two stations in the town ,

Cuba and Cuba Summit. The line of the partially con

structed Rochester, Nunda and Pennsylvania Railroad

crosses the west part of the town in a southerly direction,

following the canal to Cuba village , where it crosses the

New York, Lake Erie and Western Railroad .

town of Genesee , and Clarksville was taken off May 11th ,

1835. The first records of the town were made by Ira Tracy,

who was the first town clerk, and are said to have been de

stroyed by fire several years since. The names of the other first

town officers are as follows : Supervisor, Calvin T. Cham

berlain ; justices of the peace, John Griffin , Calvin T. Cham

berlain , William Hicks and Stephen Cady ; assessors, Wil

liam Hicks, Simeon C. Moore and Stephen Cady; highway

commissioners, Alpheus Wakefield, Nathaniel Dyke and Ed

ward H. Johnson ; school commissioners, John Nash , Wil

liam Hicks and Isaac Sibley; school inspectors, William

Hicks, Simeon C. Moore and Hiram Griffin ; poormaster,

John Griffin ; constable and collector, Jonathan More.

The first town meeting was held at the house of John Griffin .

The presiding officers were Calvin T. Chamberlain, Stephen

Cady, John Griffin and Samuel H. Morgan .

The list of town officers for 1879 is as follows : Supervisor,

Charles Guilford ; town clerk , W. H. Rice ; assessor, W. H.

Dickinson ; commissioner of highways , Elijah Helmer ; col

lector, C. D. Shepard ; overseers of the poor, Isaac Failing,

S. J. Ingalls ; constables, C. D. Shepard, L. B. Bartholomew,

John Thompson, Henry Roberts , Jehial Curtinall ; game

constable , William Walroth .

STATISTICAL.

SETTLEMENT OF CUBA.

The area of Cuba is 22,150 acres . In 1878 the assessed

valuation of real estate was $903,368 ; the assessed valuation

of personal property was $ 198,032 ; the amount of State tax

assessed was $2,410.47 ; county tax , $3,227.32 ; town tax ,

$ 1,444 .

Dairying is the leading agricultural industry of Cuba.

According to the census of 1875 , the average number of

milch cows kept was 1,638 in 1874 , and 1,759 in 1875 ; the

number of cows whose milk was sent to factories in 1874

was 1,535 ; in 1875 , 1,685 ; the amount of butter made in

families in 1874 was 20,181 pounds; cheese , 14,000 pounds ;

the amount of milk sold in market during the same year

was 800 gallons. At present ( 1879) there are five cheese

factories in the town , and as nearly as can be ascertained they

make up the milk from 2,150 cows . The amount of cheese

made by these factories in the season of 1878 was 834,346

pounds .

The population of Cuba at different dates has been as

follows : 1830 , 1,059 ; 1835 , 1,478 ; 1840 , 1.768 ; 1845 , 1,585 ;

1850, 2,243 ; 1855 , 2,116 ; 1860, 2,187 ; 1865 , 1,978 ; 1870,

1,397 ; 1875 , 2,260.

It is sometimes thought by those who have been reared

in what are termed old countries, in the midst of the com

forts and luxuries which the industry of several generations

has accumulated; with the best of educational facilities,

surrounded by refined society and feeling, in the language

of Burns, “ not a want but what themselves create," that

those who turn their backs to the land of their nativity and

seek homes in the untamed wilderness are an inferior class ;

that they are hardly fit associates for their more refined

cousins, who have remained in the shade of their ancestral

mansions. To them the toilsome life to which these

pioneers subject themselves , and the hardships and priva

tions to which they submit , are evidences of a want of re

fined taste ; and if, in after years, they visit them in their

rude homes , they do so with the expectation of finding

that their manners are coarse and uncouth, and that their

children are growing up in ignorance and vice.

They are surprised to find that these determined pion

eers have, by their indomitable energy , surrounded them

selves with facilities for enjoyment which those who re

mained behind never dreamed could spring up in the wilder

ness. They find comfortable houses, not built with a view

to display architectural taste-for they are formed of logs ,

with stone fire - places and stick chimneys ; but they shelter

the inmates from the rains of summer and autumn, and keep

Civil HISTORY.

Cuba was organized from Friendship as “ Oil Creek , ”

February 4th , 1822, and the name was subsequently changed.

Its area was reduced April 16th , 1830, by the erection of the
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It was

out the chilling blasts of winter. They are not fashionably

furnished , for in this respect comfort and convenience in

stead of style have been aimed at. Their fare is simple.

but wholesome. No dainties are set before them to tempt

the pampered appetites of slothful, enervated drones, but

plain , substantial food , sweetened by the zest and relish

which health and industry impart.

They see rude school-houses, furnished with seats and

desks which the ax and auger alone have been used to

construct, and in these the ruddy children of these early

settlers gather to receive solid instruction , to lay the foun

dations of a substantial education, and to develop and

mould the characters which fit them for future usefulness,

They find that, instead of groping in heathenish dark

ness, these people have transplanted into the wilderness the

faith of their fathers : that religious societies have been es

tablished , and here and there houses of worship erected

not with spires pointing skyward, carpeted aisles, cushioned

seats , elaborately carved desks and gilded organs, but plain

edifices, adapted to the circumstances and wants of the

people who meet there for religious instruction and worship ,

and not to gratify their vanity by a display of stylish finery

or to criticise the display of others .

They find society in which castes and cliques have no

place, where each sincerely rejoices with his neighbor in

his prosperity, or sympathizes with him in his misfortunes.

They see all these things, and they awake to the con

sciousness that, notwithstanding the toils, hardships and

privations that these pioneers have endured, they are con

tented and happy.

They realize the fact that it was not the scum but the

cream of society who left their homes and turned their faces

westward, and they doubtless feel a twinge of regret that

they were not endowed with the courage and energy requi

site for the accomplishment of what they see around them .

They look backward in the history of their ancestors, and

they find that their forefathers did as these pioneers are

doing, and they reluctantly arrive at the conclusion that

they are the somewhat degenerate descendants of an ances

try that is represented by these more energetic brothers.

They look forward , too, and see that the sterling qualities of

these people will be transmitted to their children , and that

when this wilderness blossoms like the rose it will be peopled

by a race far superior to the effeminate laggards whom their

fathers left behind them .

The first articles for land in Cuba were given in 1806 by

the Holland Land Company to Benjamin Riggs, Enos

Silsby, Andrew Hawley, Stephen Coles, George W. Higgins,

Levi Gregory, Richard Friar and James Haskins. It is said

that one or two persons located in the town in 1808 but did

not stay long. Settlement was begun in 1812 by Salmon

Abbott, from Luzerne county, Pa ., who located near the

reservoir, where he died in 1863 . John Bennett, Andrew

Hawley and two men named Freer and Hall, from Connect

icut, came about the same time. Samuel H. Morgan, from

near Windsor, Vt., moved into the town of Rushford with

an ox team in 1810, and five years later located in the north

west part of Cuba, where he resided during life .

a settler in the town in 1816 was the late General Calvin

T. Chamberlain, who located two miles from the site of the

village , and who was destined to be a leading spirit in the

progress that has been made there since that day. We de

fer comments on the career of General Chamberlain men

tioning only such business operations as are involved in the

history of the town , in order that we may do his life and

character that justice in a special article which we could

not do them in this connection. Ira Tracy came with him ,

and they bought adjoining farms.

In 1817 James Strong purchased the land which embraces

the present village of Cuba, on which he erected a small

framed house. Late in 1818 John Griffin , from Seneca,

Ontario county, came into the town and bought Strong's

claim to the tract mentioned. He is described as having

been " a man of more than ordinary intellect, generous, en

terprising and public spirited; tall , peerless and possessed of

unusual muscular power. He was elected senator from the

eighth senatorial district about 1834 , and was for a number

of years one of the county judges. " He died at Cuba in

1845. At the time of Griffin's purchase Strong's house was

not yet finished , but had been opened as a tavern .

completed by its new proprietor, who kept it for the accom

modation of the public.

A man named George Dovener was an early settler. He

sold out his house and claim to Ira Tracy in 1818 . Mr.

Tracy was a son of Solomon Tracy, who came from Brad

ford county, Pa ., to Angelica about 1808 or ‘ 1809 , with a

family of six sons, of whom Ira was the oldest, and four

daughters. In 1816 Mr. Tracy, who is yet living in Bel

mont at an advanced age , started out in life for himself and

chose Cuba as his field of operations. About 1818 James

Hicks erected a tavern on the hill west of the center of the

present corporation. The third year after his settlement

Mr. Tracy bought Hicks's title and erected a frame tavern

near where the depot now stands and a large framed horse

barn , which was the largest barn in the town for years.

Here he kept a public house, which was quite popular, four

or five years and then removed to Canandaigua, where he

lived for a time, subsequently returning to Allegany county.

While a resident there Mr. Tracy's father, Solomon Tracy,

died at his house . His mother died twenty years later at

Standing Stone, Pa. A short time previous to the purchase

of the Dovener lot by Mr. Tracy the father of George Dov

erer erected a cabin in the settlement. Calvin T. Cham

berlain , who had built a saw -mill two miles from the settle

ment in 1817 , came to the site of the village a few years

later. The old Simeon Hicks tavern was established just

over the county line in Cattaraugus county in 1813 , when

the travel westward began to be chiefly by the Allegany

road . John Bennett was his neighbor in Allegany county .

Simon C. Moore, a brother-in -law of General Chainberlain ,

settled in the town cotemporaneously with the latter. He

died at a very advanced age in the spring of 1879 .

Samuel Nowlin was an early settler where the village

now is . Stephen Coles, who has been mentioned as one of

the first contractors for land in the town, kept a popular

tavern at an early day at the place afterwards known as the

Brasted stand, and later as the residence of Deacon Dunkin ,

about two miles east of Cuba village. Judge Griffin in his

tavern exposed for sale the first goods offered to purchasers

in the town, keeping whiskey, tea , tobacco and cloths, both

cotton and woolen, at his bar,

Isaac Sibley, a descendant of some of the Pilgrims of the

Mayflower, came from Massachusetts in 1817 and halted at

Friendship, settling in Cuba two years later,. In 1815 John
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In

Nash moved out from Oxford , Chenango county, to Hor

nellsville , Steuben county , and in February , 1819 , from there

to Cuba, settling on the hill east of Cuba, where he took up

!and now known as the Martin Smith farm at eight dollars

per acre . Later the land company took up the old con

tracts and entered into new ones, by which the land was to

be sold at three dollars per acre . Writing of their journey

to Cuba, Lewis Nash , a son of John Nash , says : “ After we

left Hornellsville our first hard day's work was to reach An

gelica, where we arrived late in the evening. The next

night we got to James Strong's tavern, four miles east of

Cuba." The next day they arrived at their new house.

The following are the names of most of the heads of fain

ilies who settled in the town in 1819 or a year, two or three

years later :

Near the town line dividing Friendship and Cuba, in the

latter town , was a settler named Peters, who had made a

clearing of a few acres on the Allegany road . His nearest

neighbor west was John Pixley , where Joseph Cole now lives.

Rufus Cone , William Hicks, James Ayers, James Strong

(where William Carrier now lives ), Nathaniel Dyke and Ste

phen Coles, on the Carrier farm , were settlers in the order

named between the town line and Nash's location. Coles

kept a tavern, and his barn and open sheds are stillstanding.

All of the houses in which the aforementioned settlers lived

were of logs, and about none of them was there a clearing of

more than a few acres in extent . There was not until three

years later any north and south road at Cuba village. The first

house west of Nash's within the borders of the present cor

poration was that of Samuel Nowlin , a log structure where

Joseph Palmer's brick residence is located . Hiram Griffin

had a log house where Levi A. Reynolds now lives. Other

buildings between that point and Ira Tracy's tavern were

Griffin's tavern , on the 0. W. Dayton lot , and Richard

Brownson's, near the location of Isaac Fatin's brick house.

Beyond Tracy's lived James Hicks, brother of

Simeon Hicks , of the Hicks tavern . Between Hicks's

clearing and the county line was Calvin T. Chamberlain ,

just wh : re the main road now crosses the railroad . A man

named Woodruff lived on the S. O. Merrill farm , and Ben

nett where D. O. Banfield now lives.

About 1821 or 1822 Stephen Cady and Jacob Baldwin

settled at North Cuba (now Seymour) , and in about two

vears built a saw-mill and grist - mill , both of which disap

peared long since. The grist mill was the first in the town .

Before it was built , Olean , fourteen miles, or Angelica , eight

een miles distant from Cuba, were the nearest points at

which the settlers could get grain ground.

Settlers in 1824 were James and John Jordan , Robert

Campbell and his son Rufus R. Campbell, and Hiram Ab

bott . The Jordans located in March about three miles

south of Cuba village , where James died in 1871. John re

moved to the north part of the town in 1867 , and died there

the following fall . The Campbells came from Cherry Val

ley, and settled in the northeast part of the town . Abbott ,

who came out from Pompey Hill , Onondaga county, taught

school in Cuba after his arrival . The following year he

went to Amity, where he resided until 1868 , when he re

moved to Hinsdale, Cattaraugus county, where he still lives .

In 1825 Theodore Halstead came in from Saratoga

county. In 1827 John Collier, from Susquehanna county,

Pa . , settled in the southeast part of the town , on the farm

since occupied by his son William , and spent the remain

der of his life there. The next year Israel Webster, a na

tive of Cortland county, came out from Madison County,

and located on lot No. 15 . In 1865 he removed to New

Hudson . In the year 1827 David S. German , from Chenango

county, settled in the southeast part of the town. In 1843

he removed to Wisconsin.

In 1829 Jeremiah Beebe located on " Beebe Hill," two miles

west of Cuba village. He came from Yates county .

1830 Samuel S. Ayers , a native of Sussex county, N. J. ,

located a mile and a half south of the village . By this

time settlement was well advanced along the State road .

L. A. Reynolds settled near the town line beyond “ Beebe

Hill " in 1833. The following named heads of families lived

between his place and the village : Garrett Reeves, David S.

German , Job Anson , Hosea Cappel , Theodore Halstead,

Joseph Gallop , Jeremiah Beebe and Jacob Woodward. Their

dwellings were all of logs, and there was no school-house

nearer than the State road until 1834 , when a log structure

was erected on the Reeves farm . The first teacher was Arvilla

German . L. A. Reynolds was the next. At Renwick's

settlement, in the eastern part of the town , there were a few

families, including those of Adam and Walter Renwick

and John, Hugh and William McMonigal.

To pursue the subject of the settlement of the town fur

ther would be to encumber space that may be devoted to

more interesting matter. The names of the early settlers in

various parts of the town have been given . Those of men

who came later possess none of that interest attaching

to pioneers .

EMIGRATION AND BOAT BUILDING — PIONEER ENTERPRISE .

At the close of the last war with England emigration

from the eastern States to Ohio began, the most direct and

feasible route being from Albany to Utica, from Utica to

Canandaigua, and from there through Angelica to Olean

Point, and thence down the Allegheny river to Ohio. At that

time and since the Allegheny was a great thoroughfare

for getting lumber to market. The number of emi

grants to Ohio by this route was immense from 1813 to

1817. Oil Creek was the head of transit for western pion

Families would move into Cuba in the fall , or the

latter part of winter, or in the spring, and wait for the first

flood, of which they could avail themselves to journey down

to the Allegheny and down that river to their destination .

The building of boats was an extensive business in Cuba

in those days . When finished they usually found a ready

market among the emigrants. They were ingeniously con

structed of logs and planks, and were from sixteen to

twenty- four feet long . The usual price was about two dol

lars per foot in length . They would carry from two to five

families each , according to length , and were provided with

oars fore and aft with which to keep them in the channel of

the creek and river.

To the difficulties and delays attendant on emigration to

the West in consequence of low water and the vi

cissitudes of river navigation , were added many others

incicent to bad roads and poor hotel accommodations.

The latter no better than could be expected ,

and , as the following description of the old emi

grant road through Cuba will testify, the former were

execrable. It is said by one who had occasion to travel

a

eers.

were
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long , and usually contained about eight or ten thousand feet

of lumber. Often they were loaded with ten or fifteen thou

sand shingles. Nine of these rafts would make one large

raft , such as were floated down the Allegheny. Many boards

were drawn from Friendship to Cuba and there rafted .

There have been five grist - mills erected in the town . Two

have worn out and one is now in active operation .

THE CANAL AND RESERVOIR.

The subject of the Genesee Valley Canal was first agitated

in Cuba at a public meeting participated in by John Griffin ,

Calvin T. Chamberlain , Samuel H. Morgan, Simeon C.

Moore and other well- remembered pioneers of the town .

Oil creek reservoir was constructed at a cost of $ 150,000,

to feed the summit level of the canal . It was built sixty

feet high, and by the construction of a dam across the creek

it raised a pond covering about five hundred acres. An

outlet was made near its head and no water ran over the

dam . The capacity of this reservoir, when full , is estimated

to have been equal to fully two hundred miles of canal .

It covered some of the earliest farms settled in the town.

The canal was of great value to the town as well as to other

parts of the country through which it passed , opening a

means of carrying its produce to market and connecting it

commercially with a wealthy part of the north and west .

The Oil SPRING AND THE OIL SPRING RESERVATION.

over this road that it , or the place for it , was almost one

continuous mud hole, except where the stumps and roots

would keep part of the wagon up while the other part would

be down so low that the box would draw in the mud. The

road was new and mostly over low and wet land . From the

hill east of Cuba village a mile in that direction the road

ran most of the way through a swamp, and was “ corduroyed ”

about sixteen feet wide . Even during ihe past few years

some of these logs have been unearthed , and found not to

have decayed to any extent. Eight hundred pounds made

a heavy load for a three -horse team . It took from three to

four days to go to Olean and back, traveling without a load

one way . As a consequence of these disadvantages, teams

gave out frequently, and the owners of good but fagged -out

horses were obliged to sell them very cheap and pursue

their journey by boat . The purchase of such animals at so

great an advantage was a source of much profit to some

speculative characters in Cuba as well as elsewhere in

those days. David H. How, who lived on the west side of

Genesee river a few miles from Belvidere, about 1822 built

ten miles of the State road as a turnpike, which extended

five miles each way from the tavern stand of Simeon

Hicks , where the turnpike gate was located . It was

in the construction of this road that How became

involved , and out of the same operation resulted his diffi

culty with Othello Church, which resulted in the murder of

Church and the execution of the extreme penalty of the law

upon How. This road was originally surveyed by Major

Moses Van Campen in 1815 .

In the pioneer days many of the settlers were engaged in

the manufacture of “ black salts,” a commodity that com

manded a ready sale at that time. With the closest manage

ment it was very difficult for the settlers to live and at the

same time keep up payments on their land contracts. About

1822 the gloomy prospect began to change. The Holland

Land Company reduced the price of lands, as in the case

of John Nast , already mentioned , and offered to pay liberal

prices for cattle, the value of which they often credited to

the seller on their books at Batavia . The cattle were driven

away and sold at a fair profit . The wolves made it difficult

to keep sheep for a number of years after settlement began,

and large bounties were paid for wolf-scalps. In 1821 , when

Oil Creek contained the towns of Cuba, Clarksville and

Genesee , William Bennett , a hunter and trapper, killed , or

at least got pay for killing, one hundred wolves; and as the

bounty was forty dollars on each wolf, it will be seen that

the transaction brought him $4,000 . This made many tax

payers complain, and it is said Cuba has to bear much of

the blame on account of it to the present time. The wolves

were so numerous that scarcely a week passed when they

did not " make night hideous” to the settlers by their howl

ing, and sometimes they came so near to their cabins that

their snarls and the snapping of their teeth were audible.

The town was almost entirely covered originally with a dense

and large growth of white pine timber. The chief business

for fifteen or twenty years after settlement begun to advance

was the manufacture of lumber. Early saw -mills have been

mentioned. There have been built on different sites in the

town of Cuba twenty-two saw -mills, all but two of which

were operated by water power. There are now only two .

The lumber was rafted out of Oil creek into the Allegheny

river. The rafts were twelve feet wide and sixty - five feet

With the celebrated Oil spring, on Oil creek, two miles

from the village of Cuba, most who read this are somewhat

familiar. Its character is peculiar. " It is a curious fact, "

says Turner in his History of the Holland Purchase, “ and

demonstrates how wide was the range of the French Jesuits

and traders over the regions of western New York , that

Joncaire knew of the existence of this spring and described

it to Charlevoix in 1721. The mile square of land embrac

ing it was one of the reservations of the Seneca Indians ,

in their treaty with Robert Morris. The Indians regarded

it of great value ; attributed important medicinal qualities to

the oil; in early years, after settlement commenced, it was a

place with them of frequent resort. They used to spread

their blankets upon the water and wring them , collecting

the oil in their brass kettles . Soon after the settlement of

the country the oil was collected and sold , and has been

in use more or less for nearly fifty years, though it is not

certain that it possesses much virtue. The waters of the

spring are pure and cold , not tainted with oil . When the

oil is skimmed off it will accumulate again on the surface in

an hour. It has a strong bituminous smell ; in appearance

it is not unlike the British oil."

EARLY BURIALS - FIRST DEATH - First School.

From the first settlement of Cuba to the year 1841 people

buried their dead in different places ; some on their farms

and others in neighborhood burying grounds. The first

place used for this purpose was on William Hicks's lot , south

from Cuba depot , where quite a number were interred .

The next was east of the village and south from Main street ,

on an elevation upon Martin Smith's old farm , joining the

corporation. The first death in the town was that of Andrew

Hull.

The first school was taught in 1822 by David Row.
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SEYMOUR.

1

This place has been known successively as Cadytown ,

North Cuba and Seymour. It is situated on Oil creek , about

two miles north of Cuba. The settlement at this point of

Stephen Cady and Jacob Baldwin and the erection by them

of a saw- mill and a grist - mill have been mentioned. They

carried on an extensive milling and lumbering business.

About 1834 Cady moved west . Baldwin was a resident of

the settlement until his death . The place contains one

hotel, a grocery, a blacksmith shop and a number of dwel

lings. The name of the post-office was given in honor of

Horatio Seymour, who was then governor of the State.

The hotel was built by a man from Pennsylvania , eighteen

or twenty years ago, and is now kept by Milo Baldwin .

There is at this place a good sized double school-house.

The school is said to be an exceptionally efficient one .

and enterprise where the central part of the village now is,

that in about two years Smith was compelled to abandon

his scheme and his somewhat costly buildings and move

into his old store on Main street . Later elements in the

prosperity of the village were the Genesee Valley Canal and

the Erie Railway . Work on the canal and reservoir was

begun in 1840, and suspended two years later , to be revived

about 1850 and completed in 1852. This enterprise exerted

an enlivening influence on the prosperity of the village, and

it was due partly to this work and partly to the construction

of the railroad that it nearly doubled in population during

the time both were in progress.

EARLY STORES AND MERCHANTS.

THE VILLAGE OF CUBA.

a

This village is one of the largest and pleasantest in Alle

gany county, situated on the western division of the New

York , Lake Erie and Western Railroad , on which it,

is an important station , and on the recently abandoned

Genesee Valley Canal , which in former years contributed

greatly to its growth and commercial prosperity. This vil

lage is noted for its many fine residences , churches and

business buildings . Its people have always been eminently

enterprising and progressive. It has numbered among its

citizens at different times several who were or subsequently

became prominent in the Empire State and the Union .

The names of Calvin T. Chamberlain, William Orton and

Marshall B. Champlain are so well remembered as scarcely to

require repetition here, and others of men who were useful

and noted in their peculiar ways in their day and genera

tion might be mentioned.

The land which embraces the site of the village was or

iginally purchased by James Strong in 1817. Judge John

Griffin was an early and prominent citizen , locating there

in 1818 and purchasing the land within the limits of the

corporation . The early history of this locality is given in

the history of the town of Cuba, and men who were in va

rious branches of business there at a later day are mention

ed in the foregoing pages. When Stephen Smith came he

purchased the property of Judge Griffin . part of the village

site having been previously sold to General Chamberlain.

These two were the most enterprising business men there, and

it was not until General Chamberlain had built his store and

the old Lafayette House, and Smith had embarked in

trade, that the settlement took on any appearance of ever

becoming a village. The latter erected a grist - mill , a sawa

mill , a store and a blacksmith shop, all of stone and de

signed for durability, on Oil creek at the northwestern

boundary of the present corporation , and made liberal in

ducements to purchasers of village lots, hoping to induce

settlement there , and to build up a place of importance in

the future ; but General Chamberlain was equally enterpris

ing, and perhaps possessed more business tact and personal

force, and he succeeded so well in promoting settlement

The first regular store in the village was opened by General

Calvin T. Chamberlain , in a building which he erected for

that purpose on the southeast corner of Main and South

streets in 1829. It was several years ago moved back on

South street, and is now occupied as a saloon . Stephen

Smith was also an early merchant. He came from Friend

ship about 1830 , and built the low brick buildings opposite

the Cuba House, one of which was his store and the other

his residence. Joseph Palmer, who came to Cuba in 1821 ,

worked several years as a carpenter and afterwards embark

ed in trade . In 1832 he built a store on the site of Doctor

Ashley's office, which stood until destroyed by fire in 1876 .

He moved into it and occupied it a number of years. About

1835 he bought the land where the Palmer block now is, on

which was a dwelling house and the foundation of a store

begun by Stevens & Moore . Mr. Palmer finished the latter,

and moved into it . John Lind, from Cortland county,

came in 1838 and rented the store of Stephen Smith for a

year. The store which Palmer had erected in 1832 he sub

sequently sold to Remus Burr. Lind took in a partner and

the firm of Lind & Kenney, at the expiration of Lind's lease

of the Smith store, moved into that building. They failed

two years later.

At the time of Smith's operations on Oil creek , he erected

a new store there. When he returned to the center of the

village two years later he occupied his old stand . Other

merchants are mentioned in the following interesting para

graphs furnished by Hon. Wilkes Angel , a man well acquaint

ed with Cuba at the time of which he writes.

REMINISCENCES.

“ I resided at Cuba from August, 1838 , till January, 1844.

At that time Cuba was a small village, of three or four hun .

dred inhabitants, with the Genesee ValleyCanaland Erie Rail

road in prospect. The canal was let in October, 1839 , and

both railroad and canal were in process of construction , and

quite a large amount of business was done there at that pe

riod. Canal and railroad engineers, contractors and super

intendents moved their headquarters for that region , and

gave the place a very lively appearance.

" The country around was comparatively new . The village

was mostly located on swampy ground. It had no side

walks , and locomotion was extremely disagreeable and

difficult, especially in wet weather. There were at that

time several dry good stores and groceries and two hotels.

The merchants were Rufus Colwell , then a young man just

commencing business , now retired , wealthy ; Stephen

Smith , an illiterate but very active and good business man ,
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keep up the reputation of their town for these sterling

qualities."

SOME PROMINENT BLOCKS AND HOTELS.

It may be interesting to know at what dates the largest

and most imposing business blocks in the village were

erected . The Empire block was built in 1852. Nearly

twenty years before that date a block of wooden buildings

was built by Sumner Davison , which afterwards passed into

the possession of Joseph Palmer. It was afterwards owned

by other parties, and burned about 1873. Palmer's block

was erected in 1853. December 20th , 1871 , it was partially

destroyed by fire. It was rebuilt in 1872 on a more ex

tensive scale . It is a brick building, with a frontage of one

hundred and sixty feet and eighty -two feet deep , containing

five stores and one of the largest and best-appointed halls

in western New York. Henry A. Mead built a large store

in 1873. The early hotels of James Strong , John Griffin

and Ira Tracy have been mentioned. About 1830 Jaines

0. Spencer built the old Cuba House, since burned. The

present hotel of that name was originally erected by General

Chamberlain and named the La Fayette House, in honor of

the Marquis de La Fayette. It has since been remodeled

and enlarged. There is a smaller public house in the vil .

lage, of more recent erection .

MANUFACTORIES.

who afterwards removed to Buffalo, and is no . deceased ;

Robert Guilford, who afterwards removed west , where he

died , and Edwin W. Park , grocer, who did quite a large

business and died several years since .

“ The old settlers of prominence residing at or near the

village at that time were Calvin T. Chamberlain , Dr. Gilbert

Champlain, Judge Griffin , Simeon C. Moore, Edward H.

Johnson, Deacon Wilder, Deacon Orton , Joseph Palmer (who

also was a merchant), Thomas Scott (grocer) , Walter 0. Tal

cott (jeweler ), Lewis Nash and Deacon Dunkin .

" The first newspaper published in Cuba was printed and

published by Isaac C. Sheldon, in 1839 , and called the

Cuba Advocate.

“ Robert Adams, in company with Stephen Smith , carried

on the shoe and leather business. Wolcott Hatch , after

wards county judge, came to Cuba from Vermont about

1836 or 1837. Samuel M. Russel was then practicing law ;

W. and W. P. Angel opened their law office in Cuba in

1838. The late Hon. Marshall B. Champlain was then a

student, and had not attained to the honors which crowned

his maturer years.

“ Gardner Sheldon was an early resident of Cuba and

still survives.

William Orton, late president of the Western Union Tel

egraph Company, was a son of Deacon Orton , and learned

the printing business in the office of the Cuba Advocate in

1840 and 1841. There was at this time but one meeting

house in the town , which belonged to the Baptists, and in

which Elder Anson officiated. Presbyterian meetings were

held in an old school-house located south of S. M. Russel's

residence. Dr. Griffin , Dr. Palmer and Dr. Maxson were

the physicians all of the allopathic persuasion, and very re

spectable in their calling) . Judge Griffin was a large , raw

boned man, uncouth in his conversation and manners but

a man of sound common sense , and was judge of the Court

of Common Pleas with Judge Church. Many queer stories

were related of him when upon the bench . His language

at times was rough and profane .

“ Stephen Smith was a man of great business capacity.

He was a land owner, merchant, miller and husbandman ,

and at the same time carried on divers other kinds of busi

ness with success. He erected many of the first business

buildings in Cuba, none of which resembled any style of

architecture then known in the world . Robert Guilford ,

although a dry -goods merchant, usually attended to his busi

ness in his shirt-sleeves, and generally went around bare

footed and bare -headed. Jonathan Moon was one of the

old settlers. He was at one time a partner with C. T.

Chamberlain in the lumber business, and afterwards went

west . Henry Strows and Colonel James O. Spencer were

hotel keepers, one keeping the Lafayette House and the

other the Railroad House—both very good hotels for those

times, when travelers paid eighteen pence for meals, six

pence for lodgings , and three cents for a cigar or a drink of

whiskey. Joseph Palmer was a successful merchant, and he

and Mr. Colwell both survive and are enjoying the rewards

of lives of business enterprise and systematic economy.

The Scotts and Baldwins were early settlers and were sub

stantial , good citizens .

“ Cuba was settled by a hardy , industrious class of men ,

of more than ordinary intelligence, and their descendants

partake largely of the qualities of their ancestors and still

a

The earliest establishments which could lay claim to this title

in the village were the blacksmith shops of Vernon Clement

and Israel Howsel . The shop of the former was about four

rods west of Griffin's Hotel. Howsel's was at the eastern

end of Main street. Hiram Griffin early did a small business

in the manufacture of clay pottery in a shop near his house.

A gunsmith named Myron Bigelow worked in the shop with

Howsel.

Erastus Kinney had a small tannery in the rear of the

sites of Joseph Palmer's brick residence and the National

Bank building, where he manufactured a little leather and

worked at shoemaking. About 1830 Stephen Smith built

an ashery where the Smith block now stands, where he

carried on business about eight or ten years. As early as

1838 Smith built a stone saw -mill and a stone grist - mill

about ten rods apart on Oil creek , at the northwest corner

of the fair grounds. He also erected in the same locality

a blacksmith shop containing a trip hammer. This enter

prising character also had a brick yard .

At a comparatively early day the Ferrins built a tannery

near the residence of Lewis Nast . It afterwards went into

the hands of Alfred Brand, who manufactured part of his

leather into boots and shoes, continuing in the business

about two years and abandoning it to enter the store

of General Calvin T. Chamberlain as his clerk . Stephen

Smith abandoned his improvements on the creek about two

years after the erection of his buildings, which were sub

sequently torn down and the stones of which they were con

structed used in the erection of other buildings in the village .

About thirty years ago General Chamberlain erected a saw

mill and grist - mill on Griffin's creek . The former long since

went to decay. The latter was burned in 1877 , at which

time William A. Kirkpatrick owned an interest in it .

subsequently bought the mill - seat and race. About 1833

or 1834 Smith & Adams erected a tannery and conducted
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it until 1844, when they sold it to W. P. Stevens. In 1848

it was burned and at once rebuilt . It was burned again in

1862 and rebuilt the following year. In 1875 the establish

ment was a third time destroyed by fire. It was rebuilt

in the fall of the same year. It was burned again in

August, 1877 , and rebuilt on a larger scale in the summer of

1878. This establishment does an average annual business

of $30,000 . When Smith & Adams sold out to Mr. Stevens,

Robert Adams built a tannery in the east part of the village ,

which he sold to Warren Phelps five or six years ago. It

burned down in 1878 and Mr. Phelps rebuilt it with a grist

mill attached, which has four runs of stones, the motive pow

er being supplied by the engine in use in the tannery .

physicians than they ought to have been , but they were

shrewd and enterprising in their way, and made considerable

money until their business was terminated by the destruc

tion of the building by fire two years after they assumed

the management of the concern . Perry soon afterwards

went away, but Acorn remained in the village and hung out

his shingle as an eclectic physician . After four or five

years he removed to the oil country.

Civil HISTORY.

ATTORNEYS.

The nanies of some of the early attorneys of Cuba ap

pear in the above reminiscences of Hon . Wilkes Angel .

The following attorneys have their offices in Cuba, and

are members of the Allegany county bar : Angel & Arm

strong, S. M. Russell, Loveridge & Swift , Wilber F. Ben

nett and J. W. Rigdon .

PHYSICIANS.

The first resident physician of Cuba, of any note , was

Doctor Gilbert B. Champlain . Doctor Sprague came in

1829. He lived at North Cuba, but had a share of what

village practice there was at that time. Doctor Stephen

Maxon , who read with Doctor Champlain, was the next

physician who hung out his professional shingle in the

village. Doctor Hollenbeck, who came from Albany, was

the next. Doctor Sprague subsequently went West, and

Doctor Hollenbeck to Vicksburg, Miss. About 1834

Doctor Thomas came . He remained about two years and

removed to Mount Morris, Livingston county. Doctor Enos

Palmer, from Auburn , came about 1836 or 1837 , and re

mained until his death . Soon afterwards Doctor Alfred

Griffin, from Big Flats, Chemung county, came to Cuba,

where he was actively engaged in the practice of his profes

sion during life . About 1831 Calvin J. Reynolds came out

from Angelica, and entered the office of Doctor Maxon as

a student. After his graduation he began to practice in

Hornellsville. About 1837 or 1838 he returned to Cuba

and located at Seymour. Five or six years afterwards he

removed to the village, where he died in the fall of 1878 .

The resident physicians of the present day are Doctor Otis

Allen , Doctor Ashley, Doctor Gillett, Doctor Learned and

Doctor J. B. Hatch. Doctor Ashley came to Cuba about

1861 . Doctor Forbes came a year later and entered into

partnership with him . He moved away at the end of a

year.

In 1845 Doctor Gilbert B. Champlain erected a wooden

building of considerable size near a mineral spring, called

Greenwood Spring, east of his residence, which he intended

rather as place of resort for pleasure-seekers rather than

as a sanitarium for the poor in health . Shortly after its

completion he rented it to R. B. Gleason , M. D. , now of the

Elmira water-cure, who opened it as a water-cure, and con

ducted it as such with some degree of success for about

two years, when the establishment passed into the posses

sion of a man named Hayes . A year later it went into the

control of a Doctor Perry, who soon associated with him a

Doctor Acorn . Perry & Acorn were perhaps no better

The boundaries of the village of Cuba are as follows :

Beginning at the northeast corner of lot number 45 in

the town of Cuba, running thence south ninety -five chains,

west ninety -eight chains and forty -three links , north thirty

one chains and seventy links to the south bank of Oil creek ;

thence up said creek to the north line of said lot number

45 ; thence east forty -two chains and seventy - five links ,

to the place of beginning. The corporation contains an

area of 769.68 acres.

The petition for incorporation was dated September 28th ,

1850. The following names were signed to the petition :

M. B. Champlain, L. A. Butts, J. A. Willard and E. W.

Park .

An election was held at the Railroad Hotel Saturday, No

vember 9th, 1850, for the purpose of obtaining an expression

of the inhabitants as to their desire for incorporation , which

resulted in sixty - six votes for and four against the measure

under consideration. The population of the territory de

scribed, exclusive of Irish laborers on the railroad , then in

course of construction, was at that time eight hundred and

ninety - six . The number of heads of families was ninety

six . The number of the Irish population within the limits of

the survey (railroad laborers and their families) , not per

manent citizens, was two hundred and seventy - five. The

number of heads of families of that class was fifty.

The following is a copy of the certificate of incorporation

granted in response to the petition previously mentioned :

" I; the undersigned , William G. Angel , county judge of

Allegany county, do hereby certify that I have examined

the annexed certificate of canvass, notice and affidavit of

the posting thereof, and that from such examination I am

satisfied all the proceedings in respect to notifying and hold

ing such meeting, canvassing the votes given thereat and

making such certificate of canvass, are legal , and that said

Cuba village is therefore duly incorporated .

“ Dated November uth , 1850 .

" William G. ANGEL , County Judge."

The first corporation election was held December 7th ,

1850. The following is a list of the first corporation offi

cers : Trustees, Lewis Nash , Alfred Griffin, L. A. Butts,

Robert Smith and A. Stewart ; assessors, Leonard Anson ,

Henry R. Allen and Henry Stevens ; corporation clerk ,

James A. Story ; treasurer, Bogardus Merritt ; collector,

Salmon Willard ; fire wardens, Erastus Richardson , Dorrance

C. Rann, Charles P. Robinson and Albert W. Kimball;

pound master, Bordus W. Simmons.

The first corporation meeting was held at the office of E.

Weaster, December 18th , 1850 . The following officers

were present : Alfred Griffin , A. Stewart, Robert Smith , L.

A. Butts, Lewis Nash, trustees ; James A. Story, clerk .

Lewis Nash was appointed president of the board of trus

tees. E. S. Bruce was appointed assessor in place of Leon
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ard Anson , who refused to qualify. Erastus Richardson and

Dorrance C. Rann neglected to qualify as fire wardens , and

William H. De Kay and W. P. Stevens were appointed to

fill the vacancies thus occasioned .

The next meeting was December 31st , 1850. Dorrance

C. Rann , Erastus Richardson and A. H. Burnett were ap

pointed fire wardens in place of R. L. Colwell , William H.

De Kay and W. P. Stevens , who had not qualified. Lewis

Nash , Robert Smith and L. A. Butts were appointed a com

mittee to draft by - laws for the corporation, which were

adopted March ist, 1851 .

They did not differ materially from those of most vil

lages . Creditable provision was made for the suppression

of fires, as follows : “ Every occupant of any building in

which there is a fire kept shall furnish himself with one

leathern fire bucket and a ladder of sufficient length to

reach the house top . " These were to be kept in a conven

ient place . A fine of one dollar and cost of collection was

imposed for the violation of the above ordinance .

At a regular meeting of the board of trustees, held at the

store of W. Otis Osborne, December 31st , 1870, it was re

solved to reincorporate the village under the general law for

the incorporation of villages passed April 20th , 1870 .

At a special meeting of the electors of the incorporation

held at Palmer's Hall , February 4th, 1871 , forty - seven votes

were polled favoring the measure and three against it . The

village was duly reincorporated , its boundaries remaining as

fixed in 1850.

VALLEY Point AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL

SOCIETY.

This society was organized in the public parlor of the

old Cuba House, on the 6th day of August, 1868 , by Hon.

E. D. Loveridge, J. A. Story, 0. A. Baldwin , ' G. H. Eld

ridge, R. Hills, L. J. Reynolds, W. O. Osborne, F. G. Steb

bins, J. D. Lottridge, L. A. Reynolds and H. J. Swift . By

the articles of association , Henry A. Mead , of Cuba ;

Joseph Truax and Nathaniel D. Bell , of New Hudson ; D.

A. Newton, of Bolivar and Martin Butts , of Clarksville,

were made directors. Hon . E. D. Loveridge was the first

president of the society ; G. H. Eldridge the first secretary ;

James A. Story the first treasurer, and Samuel H. Conant

the first vice - president .

The honor of originating the society properly belongs to

the late Russell Smith , a prominent influential and wealthy

citizen of Cuba, of large public spirit. In 1866 , while at,

tending an agricultural fair in the adjoining county of

Cattaraugus, he conceived the iilea of organizing a like so

ciety at Cuba. To carry out this project he at once com

menced building what is now known as Smith's Driving

Park , which on account of its extra - fine mile track is among

the most noted and popular in the State. In 1867 the park ,

with suitable buildings for fair purposes, was completed, and

its use generously tendered to the people by its owner

free of charge.

The first fair was held October 13th , 14th and 15th ,

1868 . The receipts that year over expenditures were

$56.61 . Since that time the society has held an annual fair,

generally in the last days of September, with running and

trotting races, for which large purses have been given . Dur

ing these fairs the attendance has amounted to many thou

sands each day, who come from the counties of Allegany

and Cattaraugus , where the " Cuba Fair," as it is called , has

come to be regarded as a holiday season .

From time to time improvements as found necessary have

·been added, until now the society possesses large and com

modious buildings and all things necessary to meet every

want , as will be seen by the accompanying engraving, which

is very accurate and complete.

In 1876 it was found necessary, owing to the growth of

the society, to change it into a stock company ; this was

done by dividing the property into 200 shares of $ ro each ,

all of which were taken .

The first year there were 530 entries ; at the annual

fair of 1878 there were 3,000. The receipts the first year

were $ 1,707.50 , and they have steadily increased each year

until they have reached $5,213.77 . The estimated assets

of the society were on the 3d day of February , 1879 ,

$ 4,330.97

The first president held the office for five years and , de

clining to serve longer, was succeeded by Hon . Marshall B.

Champlain, a citizen prominent in State and nation , who

held the office for five years and had entered upon the sixth

before his death . Harlan J. Swift , Esq ., was elected in his

place .

The benefit which Cuba and the surrounding country have

received from the annual exhibitions of this society is incal

culable ; where before were to be found few but the native

cows now the country is full of Ayrshires, Alderneys, Short

Horns, Holsteins and other approved breeds. In horses

and other stock marked improvement is to be observed .

The present officers are : H. J. Swift , of Cuba, president ;

Richard Church , of Belvidere , first vice -president ; Frank

B. Libby, of Cuba , secretary ; S. H. Morgan , of Cuba,

treasurer. E. S. Bartlett, of Belfast, Charles Guilford,

John C. Adams and William P. Stevens, of Cuba, William

McClumpha, of Friendship, and George M. Brown , of

Hinsdale, directors .

The following named gentlemen have been officers of the

society, and have largely contributed to its success :

Presidents-Hon . E. D. Loveridge, Cuba, five years ; Hon.

M. B. Champlain , Cuba ; H. J. Swift, Esq ., Cuba.

Vice - presidents—Samuel H. Conant , Cuba, one year ;

Henry J. Butts, Friendship, two years ; C. L. Howard,

Friendship, one year ; J. K. Button , Franklinville , one year ;

Richard Church , Belvidere, six years .

Secretaries - George H. Eldridge, Cuba, one year ; H. J.

Swift , Cuba, one year ; George H. Swift, Cuba, six years ;

F. B. Sibley , Cuba, three years.

Treasurers-James A. Story, Cuba, eight years ; S. H.

Morgan , Cuba, three years .

Directors—S. H. Conant, Cuba, five years ; H. H. Mead,

Cuba, one year ; Seneca Allen , Cuba, eight years ; J. C.

Adams, Cuba, five years ; Charles Guilford, Cuba, three

years ; Joseph Truax, New Hudson, three years ; N. D. Bell ,

New Hudson, five years ; C. H. Ives , New Hudson, three

years ; John B. Sayers, New Hudson, three years ; Martin

Butts , Clarksville , one year ; Martin N. Butts , Clarksville,

two years ; D. A. Newton . Bolivar, one year ; H. J. Butts,

Friendship , seven years ; William McClumpha, Friendship,

three years ; George M. Brown, Hinsdale, three years ; S. N.

Wood, Hinsdale, two years ; Christopher Willover, Hinsdale,

three years ; E. S. Bartlett, Belfast , eight years.

General Superintendents - Joseph Truax, two years ; Sen
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eca Allen , three years ; J. C. Adams, five years ; E. S. Bart

lett, one year.

FIRE DEPARTMENT OF CUBA .

A hook and ladder company was formed in Cuba in

1866, of which Reuben Hills was captain . Water for the

extinguishment of fires was to be procured from wells,

which were located in different parts of the village and

pumps placed in them.

In 1867 a fire department was organized, and at a meeting

of the citizens of the village held November 5th of that

year the following officers were elected : E. D. Loveridge,

president ; Russel Smith, chief of department; E. B. Hunt,

foreman ; J. H. Hallock , assistant foreman ; Horace Eaton ,

foreman of hose ; Jasper Palmer, assistant ; R. H. Moses,

treasurer and Jasper Palmer, secretary. On the 26th of the

same month a constitution and by - laws were adopted ; the

department or company was named Rescue Fire Company,

No. 1 , and H. Holmes was elected vice -president. Mr.

Hunt resigned his position as foreman, and W. P. Stevens

was elected in his stead .

The Red Jacket , a second - hand engine, was purchased

in Elmira , and a supply of hose procured.

In 1868 the rules and regulations of the company were

revised , and changed so that there were fewer officers and

a greater number of working men . Mr. Eaton resigned his

position as foreman of hose, and Jasper Palmer was chosen

in his place.

At this time the company received from the trustees of

the village the first substantial assistance that was given to

them. The names of these trustees were Russel Smith, J.

G. Stebbins, R. D. Charles, Ira Griggs and J. J. Parker.

In 1873 the officers chosen were E. R. Black, foreman ;

G. W. Pitt , assistant foreman ; C. Dennis, secretary ; A. J.

Carman , treasurer ; J. W. Streeter and George Van Slyke,

pipemen ; Jasper Palmer, foreman of hose, and Martin

Hills, assistant foreman .

It appears from the records that in 1873 charges were pre

ferred against amember of the hose company, that these

charges were sustained , and that the member was expelled .

This was the only case of expulsion that had occurred .

About this time the village purchased a lot , and erected

thereon a substantial brick building, the lower story of which

was for an engine- house, and the second a town hall .

In 1874 the officers chosen were E. R. Nash , foreman ;

George Oldham, jr. , assistant foreman ; C. Dennis, secretary ;

A. J. Carman, treasurer ; Streeter and Van Slyke, pipemen ;

Jasper Palmer, foreman of huse, and Martin Hills, assistant.

During this year a tower was erected on the engine-house

and a bell placed in it, at a cost of $286.25 .

In 1875 the officers were : E. R. Nash , foreman ; A. R.

Sheldon, assistant foreman ; George Oldham , secretary ;

A. J. Carman, treasurer ; J. W. Streeter and Hiram Bemis,

pipemen ; Jasper Palmer, foreman of hose ; and E. D. Tay

lor, assistant. Jasper Palmer was elected delegate to the

State Firemen's Association. Early in 1876 Martin Hills was

elected treasurer in place of Mr. Carman (removed from

town) at the regular election in that year. The officers elect

ed were E. R. Nash, foreman ; A. R. Sheldon , assistant fore

man ; George Oldham, jr. , secretary ; Martin Hills, treasurer ;

Jasper Palmer, foreman of hose ; Oscar Eaton , assistant ;

A. Bates and Hiram Bemis, pipemen . C. Dennis and Mr

Hills were elected delegates to the State Firemen's Associa

iton .

At this mecting the board of trustees of the village were,

by vote , requested to appoint A. W. Smith chief of the fire

department .

On the 15th of February , 1877 , the companies were reg

ularly incorporated under the general law of the State, and

at the election in the same year the officers of the engine

company chosen were : E. R. Nash , foreman ; A. S. Sheldon ,

assistant foreman ; John A. Lanning, secretary , and Martin

A. Hills, treasurer. Those of the hose company were Jasper

Palmer, foreman ; Edward Adams, assistant foreman ; A.

Bates and Hiram Bemis , pipemen .

A. W. Smith was made chief engineer, and N. Briggs

assistant .

E. R. Nash and Edward Adams were elected delegates to

the State Firemen's Association .

September roth , 1877 , the members of the department

were convened, by notice, to arrange for the funeral of Fore

man Jasper Palmer. He was the first fireman buried by the

department in uniform .

In 1878 the officers of the engine company were : A. S.

Sheldon , foreman ; L. E. Dayton , assistant foreman ; J. W.

Streeter, pipeman. Of the hose company : Edward Adams,

foreman ; H. Bemis, assistant toreman ; L. C. Richardson ,

pipeman ; J. A. Lanning, secretary : Martin Hills , treasurer.

A. W. Smith was made chief engineer, and N. Briggs

assistant .

May 17th , 1878, R. B. Fuller was elected to fill the va

cancy made by the resignation of J. A. Lanning, secretary,

and William Holliday in place of J. W. Streeter, pipeman .

In January, 1879 , the result of the election for officers

was : Engine company-A. S. Sheldon , foreman ; L. E. Day

ton , assistant foreman ; J. G. Benedict , secretary ; A. Grady,

treasurer; C. Dennis, pipeman. Hose company-Edward

Adams, foreman ; Alvin Green , assistant foreman ; Daniel

Reed, secretary ; Martin Hills, treasurer, and Lewis Lacy,

pipeman .

The firemen of Cuba, like those of other towns, have fre

quently been honored with marks of the appreciation in

which they are held by those for whom they are always ready

to risk their lives in time of peril . Like others , they also

have occasionally had gatherings and reunions for social

enjoyment and the promotion of fraternal feeling. Of such

the following are remembered :

At a special meeting, January 18th , 1872 , Foreman Jasper

Palmer, in behalf of the department, presented to Foreman

E. R. Nash a beautiful silver trumpet . Many citizens were

present to witness the presentation and enjoy the season of

social intercourse which followed .

In the autumn of 1873 the members of the department

paraded at the annual fair of the agricultural society, by in

vitation through Hon . M. B. Champlain.

In 1874, when Mr. Joseph Palmer had completed the

rebuilding of the opera house, he invited the firemen to

dedicate the new hall by a party which he gave, to show his

appreciation of their energy and efficiency in saving his

property at a late fire. It was the largest party that had

ever been held in town ; and the avails of it gave efficient

aid to the department.

Early in 1875 the ladies of Cuba took upon themselves

the arrangement and management of a concert for the benefit
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of the fire department. This concert was well attended ,

and the sum of $ 139.14 was placed in the treasury of the

department. In March of that year the firemen added to

their equipments fifty engine hats , fifteen hose hats, and

fifteen uniform shirts .

In May, 1836, a concert for the benefit of the firemen was

given by the North Carolinians . About this time Rev. V.

A. Sage gave a fine discourse, complimentary to the depart

ment .

On the Fourth of July, 1878, a parade and celebration

was held at Cuba, in which , by invitation , the fire depart

ments of Wellsville, Franklinville and Olean participated .

The following companies were present : From Wellsville

James Macken Hose, Genesee Steamer, Brooklyn Engine

Company and Howard Hose ; from Franklin ville — the Frank

linville Fire Department ; from Olean—the Hook and Ladder

Company and the Fountain Hose Company ; and the Rescue

Fire Company and Rescue Hose Company, of Cuba. An

interesting feature of the day's exercise was a hose race, for

the prize of a silver speaking trumpet . The distance run

was eleven hundred feet. Two hundred feet of hose were

laid and attached to the engine and the nozzle coupled .

James Macken Hose, Howard Hose and Rescue Hose com

peted . The last two made the run in forty-six seconds.

The Rescue generously withdrew , and the prize was awarded

to the Howard company.

FIRES IN CUBA.

March 7th , 1873 , a fire occurred in Belt Brothers ’ ma

chine shop, which was destroyed .

March 8th , 1873 , a fire broke out in the hotel barn of the

Lafayette House but it was extinguished .

July 8th , 1873 , the barn of the Lafayette house again took

fire, and was burned , with a portion of the sheds of the Bap

tist church , William Currier's house and barn , and J. N.

McWhorter's hall. The Griffin barn was damaged.

October 29th , 1873 , January roth , 1874 , and March 13th

and 30th , 1874, fires occurred and were extinguished.

October 1st , 1874 , a fire occurred in the blacksmith ,

carriage and paint shop of Abner Bates. It was limited to

this building, which was left a skeleton . Other property in

close proximity to it was but little damaged .

October 3d, 1874, a fire was discovered in the waste

cellar of the Cuba House, from which it communicated

through the hollow walls to the second story of the build

ing, where it burst out with great force. It was promptly.

subdued ; but the firemen were retained on duty till the

next day, because of the fear that it might still linger in the

hollow walls.

November 28th , 1874, the millinery store of Mrs.

McKibben, in the Barnfield block, took fire, and the con

tents of the store were entirely destroyed , but the Luiiding

was saved .

January 23d , 1875 , the tannery of W. P. Stevens took

fire from the engine house and was destroyed . At this fire

foreman E. R. Nash was disabled by a fall .

February 5th , 1875 , the parsonage of the Catholic so

ciety was burned , but the barn in immediate proximity was

saved .

July 6th , 1875 , the Baptist parsonage was struck by

lightning. The fire was extinguished with slight injury .

July 26th , 1875 , a barn belonging to station agent Maxon

was consumed.

August 6th , 1875 , a farm barn and sheds, and their con

tents, owned by W. P. Stevens, were burned .

August 29th, 1875 , the Commercial block was de

stroyed , together with the barns of Colonel Otis and Mrs.

C. P. Robinson . This was a long and tedious fire. The

block was constructed of wood, and was one of the first

erected in the town .

August 30th , 1875 , fire was discovered in the cellar of

Osborne's drug store, caused by heat from the fire of Com

mercial block . Subdued with trifling loss .

September 4th, 1875 , the Cuba House barns and sheds

took fire and were destroyed , together with the house. A

young man , asleep in one of the barns, was burned to death.

His cries could be heard , but no aid could be given him .

October 8th , 1875 , the most valuable part of the Gen

esee Valley mills, owned and carried on by J. D. Hallock

& Sons, on the canal bank, was consumed.

April 17th , 1876 , the dwelling house of A. Preston , on

Prospect street, was burned .

April 28th , 1876 , the main building and attached sheds

of the Cuba foundry, owned by William Bell , were burned .

December 30th, 1876 , the residence of George Oldham ,

jr. , on Prospect street, was consumed.

June 27th , 1877 , there were three incendiary fires. S. K.

Cutter's wood machine shop, Sikes's and Burnham's barns ,

on Bishop street, and Mr. Boon's birn , all were destroyed .

The firemen were kept on duty till the next day .

Previous to the organization of the fire department in

Cuba, occasional fires had occurred , but no disastrous con

flagation .

The first fire to which the firemen of Cuba were called

occurred January 13th , 1868, in the barn of R. Smith , which

was consumed ; R. Mason's barn was saved.

January 17th , 1868, the dwelling house aud drug store of

J. J. Ashley were destroyed . At this fire the engine and hose

were not in working order, by reason of the want of a suit

able house or shelter in which to keep them . The machin

ery was frozen and much out of condition .

September 28th , 1868, the barn of Joseph Bull was burn

ed , but six stacks of hay standing near it were saved .

December 13th , 1868, the cooper shop of Ira Griggs was

consumed .

In November, 1869 , Hunt & Belt's furniture shop was

consumed .

March 24th , 1870, Hunt & Belt's furniture room , in the

building owned by C. D. Swift, was burned, and the fire

spread to the Baptist church , which was also destroyed .

December 20th , 1871 , a fire occurred in Palmer's block.

but it was arrested mid-way in the block . In this case the

fire was fought till daybreak , when the fatigued firemen

were ordered to house their engine and rest from their

labors .

March 8th , 1872 , the grocery store occupied by C. R.

Cross and the Episcopal parsonage were destroyed by fire.

Angust 12th , 1872 , a fire occurred on Main street in J.

Belt's residence, which was consumed .

August 26th , 1872 , a fire occurred in Charles Sherrill's

building occupied by D. B. Whipple . The building was

saved, though much damaged by water.

November, 1871 , L. L. Scott's barn was burned.

a
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There were three brothers by the name of Chamberlain , who came from England to Massachusetts

about 1640, settling at Roxbury . They were men noted for their size and strength .

Simon Chamberlain , grandfather of the subject of this sketch , settled in New Hampshire and reared

a family of four sons and five daughters , of whom Benjamin Chamberlain , the father of Calvin T.,

was the first born . Benjamin , at the age of sixteen , enlisted in the war of the Revolution , enduring

the dangers and hardships of that conflict .

He was in the battles of Lexington and Bunker Hill , in the latter of which he was wounded .

saw service at Yorktown, Stillwater, White Plains, Monmouth and Stony Point . He went with

General Arnold to Quebec, and with him scaled the walls of that city . He was made a prisoner of war

and treated with great barbarity At Stony Point he won the distinction of being the second man who

entered the works at the time of its capture , having been preceded only by Major Stuart , father of

the late Mrs. Philip Church , of Angelica . He lay in camp at Valley Forge in the winter of

1777-78.

Sergeant Chamberlain was a brave soldier. After peace was restored he settled at Mount Vernon ,

Me . , and married Miss Tibbetts .

He had six sons , of whom Calvin T. Chamberlain , born December 5th , 1795 , was the fifth . In

1800 the family removed to the Genesee river country , and later settled in Belfast. In 1816 Calvin T.

settled in Cuba in company with the venerable Ira Tracy, of Belmont. At that time there were only

a few families within the limits of the present town . No village reared its spires heavenward then as

now, where he had chosen his home. He saw its rise and progress, and the development of its wealth .

Perhaps he contributed more than any other to its prosperity . He was always foremost in his efforts

to advance the public interests . A few years after his arrival he built the pioneer store in town , and

from his engagement in the business dates the birth of that enterprise which has since resulted in the

growth of the present prosperous village of Cuba upon the spot where he began the struggle of his

manhood, without the aid of wealth or personal influence , and with only such a rudimentary education

as the country then afforded. With his own head and hands he began the battle of life and pushed it

until near its close, with an indomitable energy and persistency, without which success is rarely at

tained ; working and winning his way to positions highly honorable, and which made him one of the

best and most widely known men in Western New York , and gave him an extensive acquaintance all

over the State.

About 1834 he was elected by the Democratic party to the Assembly of this State and afterward re

elected . In 1844 he was elected to the State Senate for four years . This body then , with certain

judge , composed the highest court in the State, known as the Court for the Correction of Errors.

Ile di-charged the two - fold duty of judge and legislator with eminent ability , and with honor to him

self and entire satisfaction to his constituents. In his political course and in his engagements in

public works he became the intimate friend of such men as Ex -Governor Seymour, Daniel S. Dickin

son , and hosts of the notables of this State . He was a member of the constitutional convention of 1846.

In 1816 he became a mason and in 1827 a knight templar, becoming a member of Columbia Encamp

ment in New York , to which General Lafayette belonged. He was a member of the order for sixty

two years , and at the time of his death was probably the oldest member of the fraternity in Western

New York

In 1851 he was appointed by Governor Washington Hunt brigadier -general of the 30th brigade,

8th division , of New York militia , and held that position for several years

His was a busy life . Farming, lumbering, manufacturing of various kinds, banking, milling ,

building and promoting public works, all largely engaged his attention .

General Chamberlain was eminently helpful and generous; envy was a feeling to which he was almost

a stranger ; the success of others gave him genuine pleasure. His aid to young men laid the foundation

of many a fortune to them , and often to his own loss. One of the noblest and most prominent traits

of his character was his unfaltering faith in the honesty and uprightness of those in whom he confided .

Though giving freely of his means in establishing all of the various churches in the village, he had

been for years a member and leading supporter of the Episcopal church , whose house of worship stands

as a monument to his benevolence and generosity , and of which society he had, since the foundation

of the parish , been the honored senior warden ,

From his public career we turn to his domestic life . He was twice married . In early life he mar

ried Miss Betsey Moore, with whom he lived upward of twenty -five years. There was no issue of this

marriage. May 14th , 1846, at Christ Church, Boston, Mass., he married Sarah Russell Waters, a

most estimable and accomplished lady .

" A perfect woman , nobly planned

To warn , to comfort and command."

Six children were the issue of this marriage, four of whom are now living : Benjamin Waters Cham

berlayne, San Francisco, Cal.; Josephine A. T. C. Jackson, wife of Charles A. Jackson , of Petersburg,

Va.; Grace H. Bishop, wife of Gabriel Bishop, cashier of the Cuba National Bank, and Ernestine S.

E. Chamberlayne.

It was in his own house that the virtues of General Chamberlain shone with their brightest and

holiest lustre .

Casting off, as soon as he entered his house, the cares and troubles attendant upon his busy life ,

his presence brought that gentle radiance of affection , which at once beautifies and makes home lovely ,

and gives us a mirrored glimpse of the happy home hereafter. As a husband he was kind , affection

ate and generous , and as a father he combined all those qualities which endear a parent to his children .

He died at his home June 27th , 1878. He was buried with masonic honors, and his remains were

escorted to their last resting place by his masonic brethren and a large number of knights templar of

St. John's Commandery , No. 24 , Olean, of which he had been commander.
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of consecrated ground, used by the members of the Cath

olic society as a place of burial .

This cemetery has been used by the people of many of

the surrounding towns, and it now ( 1879) contains about

1,600 graves . It is worthy of remark , that, notwithstanding a

defalcation by a trustee to the amount of more than $ 1,000,

no tax has been levied on the lots during the thirty - eight

years since the first organization of the association, and

there is a small balance in the treasury. The present trust

ees are E. M. Bond , J. C. Adams, R. D. Charles , E. D.

Loveridge and Lewis Nash .

August 26th , 1877 , W. P. Stevens's tannery was destroyed

also a stone building belonging to the Smith estate .

January 12th , 1878, fire was discovered in the rear end of

George H. Eldridge's store. The building and its contents

were saved with but little damage.

March 13th , 1878 , the barr of L. Bemis , with all its con

tents, was destroyed .

April 9th , 1878 , W. ( ). Phelps's tannery was burned , but

the machinery and the material in process of manufacture

were mostly saved .

May 19th , 1878 , the Cuba mills , owned by Chamberlain

& Kirkpatrick , were destroyed . This was one of the old-.

est mills in western New York, and was regarded as a sort

of link between the past and present .

June 4th , 1878, a fire occurred in H. Arnout's undertak

ing ware room. It was extinguished after doing consider.

able damage. No insurance.

December 24th , 1878 , the residence of Charles Lockwood,

on Prospect street , took fire , but it was extinguished with

only slight loss .

January 6th , 1879 , the machine shop of R. H. Grady

was destroyed . The loss was $2,500 .

THE CUBA NATIONAL BANK .

CUBA CEMETERY ASSOCIATION .

At a meeting called for the purpose September 2nd , 1841 ,

a committee , consisting of Rev. S. A. Allen, Doctor Enos

Palmer and C. H. Matthews , was appointed to make pre

liminary arrangements for the organization of a cemetery

association , and the purchase of ground for a cemetery .

At a meeting held on the 6th of the same month this com

mittee reported that an arrangement was effected with Lewis

Nash for the purchase of two acres of land at $300 . It

this meeting the association was organized , and Warner

Hastings, C. H. Matthews and Elisha Webb were elected

trustees for the terms of one, two and three years, respect

ively . The purchase of the land from Mr. Nash was at

once concluded, and the ground partially laid out under the

direction of the trustees. The first one interred was War

ner Hastings, and the second a son of Mr. Westers. In

1842 Stephen Maxon was chosen trustee in place of Warner

Hastings.

Although interments were made in this cemetery, the

trustees adopted no measures to discharge the obligations

of the association ; and in 1850 a new board was elected ,

consisting of N. Hatch , for one year, W. P. Stevens,

two years, and Lewis Nash , three years. Of this board

Lewis Nash was appointed clerk , treasurer, and salesman ,

which positions he has held to the present time . Funds

were promptly collected , and the grounds paid for .

In 1854 an addition was made to the grounds at an ex

pense of $ 130 . During some years subsequent to this date

the business of the association was transacted somewhat

irregularly. In 1869 the association was reorganized, and

the following trustees elected : Selah B. Bostwick , and Reu

ben Moses for one year, Lewis Nash and E. S. Bruce , two

years, and E. D. Loveridge and John C. Adams, three

years. Two and one half acres were added to the grounds

by purchase from L. Nash , and a small quantity from Julia

Smith , making a total of about five acres, located half a

mile west from the center of the village, on a beautiful ele

vation . On the east of the original two acres is half an acre

For some time prior to June ist , 1855 , M. J. Green & Co.

had been doing a banking business at Cuba, which was

the first regular banking business established in the

village. A short time before that date M. J. Green took , in

connection with several of the leading men of that and

neighboring towns , measures to organize a bank under the

general banking laws of the State of New York. The

requisite amount of stock having been subscribed-$ 100,000

on the first day of June, 1855 , the stockholders met for

the purpose of completing the organization , and a bank was

then organized , and named “ The Cuba Bank.” Hon . Ben

jamin Chamberlain, George W. Robinson , Robert Norton ,

Smith Parish , Silas S. Seely , JB. Spaulding, Marvin J.

Green, Joseph Palmer, C. P. Bissell , Samuel W. Merrill ,

Robert Smith, Edwin W. Park and Edward H. Johnson were

chosen directors. Hon . Benjamin Chamberlain was elected

the first president, Srnith Parish vice - president ; he declining,

C. P. Bissell was elected in his place, who resigned October

3d , 1855 , and Robert Smith was elected, and held that posi

tion until his death in the fall of 1857. January 4th, 1858 ,

Edward H. Johnson was elected vice president. June 4th ;

1860, Henry R. Kendall was elected book -keeper. In June,

1860, M. J. Green having resigned as cashier, Joel W. Row

ley was elected in his place, and Major A. C. Bishop book

keeper. June 15th , 1863 , C. G. Harmon was elected book.

keeper. June 20th , 1864, General C. T. Chamberlain was

elected president in place of B. Chamberlain, who resigned .

At a meeting of the directors of the bank held April 13th ,

1865 , it was resolved to convert the bank from a State

into a national bank , to be known as the Cuba National Bank,

and soon after the conversion was completed . January 9th ,

1866 , Gabriel Bishop was elected book -keeper . On the 26th

day of December, 1867 , Gabriel Bishop was elected cashier,

and has ever since continued to hold that position in an able

and satisfactory manner.

January 22nd , 1868 , General C. T. Chamberlain resigned

the office of president and his brother, Hon . Benjamin

Chamberlain , was elected in his place, and Hon . E. D. Love

ridge was elected vice - president ; Benjamin Chamberlain

died in February of that year , and Mr. Loveridge dis

charged the duties of president for the remainder of the year.

January 12th , 1869, Hon . E. D. Loveridge was elected

president and S. W. Cole vice -president , both of whom still

continue to hold such positions .

June 27th , 1872 , C. M. Colwell was chosen book-keeper .

August 27th , 1873 , by a vote of the stockholders and

directors of the bank , the capital stock was increased

to $ 150,000, and by a like vote August 30th , 1876, the capi

tal stock was reduced to $ 100,000, at which it now remains.
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lege of drawing books for ten cents , subject in other respects

to the same regulations as stockholders.

January 8th , 1878, Charles S. Davis was elected book

keeper, and now holds that position .

This bank , like all monied corporations, has met with some

losses, but on the whole has been a success, making often

large dividends among its stockholders, one year, at least,

as large as 18 per cent. It has always been sound , and de

served and to a large extent has had the confidence of the

business community.

LODGE AND SOCIETY HISTORY.

THE CUBA BANKING COMPANY AND STATE BANK.

The Cuba Banking Company was organized with a capital

of $25,000, in September, 1866 , with A. W. Miner as presi

dent and L. F. Lawton as cashier.

In January, 1870 , the capital was increased to $50,000 .

S. H. Morgan was elected assistant cashier in September

of that year, and cashier in September, 1871 , which position

he has since held .

In January, 1876, the Cuba State Bank was organized ,

from the Cuba Banking Company, with a capital of $50,000,

with A. W. Miner as president, M. B. Champlain as vice

president and S. H. Morgan as cashier .

EDUCATION.

CUBA LODGE, NO. 78 , A. 0. U. W.

The Ancient Order of United Workmen embraces among

its members all classes—as well those who work with the

head as with the hands-employers, employees , and men

of every vocation and political and religious belief. It com

bines a cheap and ingenious plan of insurance on the lives

of its members.

Cuba Lodge, No. 78, was organized March 7th , 1877 , with

the following charter members, twenty in number :

L. N. Stevens, Charles Guilford, W. 0. Phelps , G. M.

Gillett, C. K. Smith , Jay E. Pratt , E. A. Bartlett , R. B. Tul

ler, U. A. Burnham , H. J. Swift , Henry Friendly, S. H.

Morgan, Otis Kingsbury , A. G. Renwick, M. A. Webster,

John Armstrong, Oscar Eaton , A. L. Gee , Gardner Whipple,

A. S. Sheldon .

The first officers were as follows :

Master workman , L. N. Stevens ; past master workman ,

Henry Friendly ; general foreman , Charles Guilford ; over

seer, Otis Kingsbury ; recorder, E. A. Bartlett ; financier, U.

A. Burnham ; receiver, S. H. Morgan ; inside watchman, C.

K. Smith ; outside watchman, W. O. Phelps.

Trustees—H. J. Swift, one year ; G. M. Gillett, three

years ; John Armstrong, two years . M. A. Webster was

appointed guide and Dr. G. M. Gillett medical examiner.

The second election of officers occurred June 18th , 1877 ,

and resulted in the choice of the above list with the follow

ing substitutions : A. G. Renwick, receiver ; R. B. Tuller,

guide.

At the last meeting in 1877 (held December 17th) the

following officers were elected , who were installed Jun

uary 7th , 1878 :

L. N. Stevens, master workman ; S. H. Morgan , general

foreman ; John Armstrong, overseer ; R. B. Tuller, guide,

A. E. Bartlett , recorder ; U. A. Burnham, financier; A. G.

Renwick, receiver ; C. K. Smith , inside watchman ; Oscar

Eaton, outside watchman ; A. S. Sheldon, trustee ; Henry

Friendly, representative to the Grand Lodge; L. N. Stevens,

alternate representative. The latter was in attendance at

the session of the Grand Lodge in February, 1878 .

The following officers were elected at the last meeting, in

December, 1878 : L. N. Stevens, past master workınan ; S.

H. Morgan , master workman ; Henry Friendly, financier;

John Armstrong, overseer ; R. B. Tuller, guide; E. A. Bart

lett , recorder ; U. A. Burnham , financier ; A. G. Renwick ,

receiver ; M. A. Webster, inside watchman ; C. T. Kel

logg , outside watchman ; G. M. Gillett, A. S. Sheldon , G.

Whipple , trustees ; L. N. Stevens, representative to the

Grand Lodge ; Henry Friendly, alternate .

The present membership is twenty- seven .

The lodge meets on the first and third Sundays in each

month at the Masonic Hall in the Palmer block .

Up to the year 1869 there was but one public school in

the village of Cuba. Select schools were kept at different

intervals by persons making the adventure on their own ac

count . The district school teachers were many, and among

them some who have since risen to distinction and one who

has attained a national reputation , the Hon . Henry M. Tel

ler, now a United States senator from Colorado . Hon . O. T.

Stacy, of Rushford , filled the position of teacher in the com

mon school .

In the spring of 1869 proceedings were taken , and soon

perfected , to establish a union graded school in the village ,

in place of the district system . A board of education was

elected , consisting of Hon . E. D. Loveridge , Russell Smith ,

Henry A. Mead, William H. Holmes and James A. Story.

At the first meeting of the board Mr. Loveridge was chosen

president and Mr. Mead secretary . A. G. Renwick has held

the position of president, and S. H. Morgan and J. S. Web

ster have been secretaries. The school on the whole has

been a success. Several able professors have held the posi

tion of principal , supported by able assistants. The ele

mentary branches, as well as many of the classics, are

thoroughly taught in the institution . The present teachers

are Prof. W. W. Bean, principal ; Misses Mary E. Catton ,

Jennie Talcott and Irene Baldwin , assistants ; and the school

has never been more prosperous or ably taught than now .

>

CUBA CIRCULATING LIBRARY .

The Cuba Circulating Library was established in 1873 by

J. C. Seely and Rev. L. P. Blackford . It is organized as a

stock company, the stockholders being many of the leading

citizens of the village and adjacent country . The library

contains about seven hundred volumes, which are loaned

subject to the following conditions : A fine of ten cents per

week is imposed for the retention of a book more than two

weeks. If a book is retained by any person three months

he is charged with an amount equal to its value. Any per

son soiling or mutilating a book is fined proportionately to

the injury done. Persons not stockholders have the privi

CUBA LODGE, NO . 553, K. OF H.

The objects of this order, as briefly stated by the Su

preme Lodge, are as follows :

" Ist. To unite fraternally all acceptable men of every
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profession, business or occupation . 2nd . To give all moral

and material aid in its power to members of the order, by

holding moral , instructive and scientific lec res , by encour

aging each other in business , and by assisting one another

to obtain employment . 3d . To establish a benefit fund ,

from which a sum not exceeding $2,000 shall be paid at the

death of a member, to his family , or to be disposed of as

he may direct . 4th . To establish a fund for the relief of

sick or distressed members .

Cuba Lodge, No. 553 , was instituted March 31st, 1877 ,

with G. M. Gillett , F. G. Stebbins, John A. Grover , J. H.

Bartle , F. M. Cook , A. A. Preston , D. Reid , E. Agate , W.

H. Barnard , A. B. Roberts, James McMonagle, Henry T.

Merritt, George Oldham , jr . , T. J. Oldham , Frank Jordon ,

A. G. Sharp , and L. B. Bartholmew as charter members.

The first officers were : G. M. Gillett , P.D.; F. G. Stebbins,

D.; John A. Grove, V. D.; James H. Bartle , A. D.; F. M.

Cook , chaplain ; A. A. Preston , guide; D. Reid , reporter;

George Oldham , jr.. F. R.; E. Agate, treasurer; W. H.

Barnard, guardian ; A. B. Roberts, sentinel .

The following are the successive presiding officers of this

lodge : F. G. Stebbins , F. M. Cook, J. H. Bartle , F. G. Stebbins.

Present officers : F. G. Stebbins, P. D.; T. J. Oldham , D.;

Oren Edson , V. D.; M. L. Nash , A. D.; W. H. Barnard ,

reporter; J. H. Bartle, F. R.; A. G. Sharp, treasurer; A. B.

Roberts, chaplain ; Frank Jordon , guide; V. J. McElheney ,

guardian .

There are twenty- two members on the roll.

Meetings are held in Odd Fellows' Hall , on the second and

fourth Monday evenings of each month .

organized by virtue of a charter granted by the M. E.

Grand Chapter of the State of New York, February 3d ,

1869 .

The following officers were the first installed under the

charter : Simon P. Swift, H. P.; Henry Friendly , K.; Ga

briel Bishop, S .; L. F. Lawton, treasurer ; H. J. Swift, secre

tary ; William H. Bartholomew, C. H.; R. H. Moses, P. S.;

William H. Holmes, R. A. C.; A. D. Crosby, M. 3d V.; S. B.

Bostwick, M. 2nd V.; T. R. Harbeck, M. ist V.; George W.

Durfee, tiler

The regular convocations of the chapter are held every

second and fourth Thursday in each month.

The following are the names of the past high priests to

present date ( 1879) : Simon P. Swift, elected February 3d ,

1869 ; William H. Bartholomew, elected December 22nd ,

1870 ; E. D. Loveridge , elected December 25th , 1873 ; Wil

liam H. Bartholomew , elected December 14th , 1876 ; E. D.

Loveridge, elected December 27th , 1877 ; L. N. Stevens,

elected December 26th , 1878.

CUBA LODGE, NO. 426 , F. A. M.

CUBA DIVISION , NO . 10, S. OF T.

Cuba division , No. 10 , Sons of Temperance was organized

August 27th , 1878, with the following charter members :

D. B. Sill , J. W. Vaughn, M. L. Nash , L. E. Lacy, H. E.

Stanley, Misses C. E. Dennis, Kittie Hunter, Carrie Kellogg,

Augusta Kellogg and A. M. Vaughn, Mrs. J. W. Vaughn,

Mrs. W. N. Park, Mrs. Helen M. Jacobi , Mrs. Car .

rie Nash , Mrs. C. W. Park, Mrs. E. O. Judson, Mrs.

O. A. Allen , Mrs. J. Bartle, Mrs. J. H. Arnout , Mrs.

A. M. Bancroft, and W. N. Park , D. Reid , F. W. Brandfield ,

C. S. Merritt, A. T. Keller, H. A. Washburn, W. C. Hend

erson , R. C. Mead, J. H. Arnout, A. M. Bancroft , George

Keller, Newton Ashley .

The following are the names of the first officers of the

lodge : P. W. P. , W. N. Park ; W. P. , D. B. Sill ; W. A. , J.

W. Vaughn; scribe, D. Reid ; A. scribe, Miss C. E. Dennis ;

F. S. , L. Lacy ; treasurer, Mrs. O. A. Allen ; chaplain , A. M.

Bancroft ; Con . , H. E. Stanley ; A. Con . , Mrs. Carrie Nash ;

I. S. , Mrs. James Bartle ; O. S., George Keller.

The present officers (elected January 7th, 1879) are as

follows : P. W. P., J. W. Vaughn; W. P. , D. B. Sill ; W. A. ,

Miss Ida Hutchins ; scribe , W. C. Henderson ; A. scribe , H.

F. Carriel ; F. S. , John Prosser ; treasurer, Miss Water

bury ; chaplain , Henry Shepard ; C. , H. A. Washburn ; A. C. ,

Miss Kittie Hunter ; I. S. , Augusta Kellogg ; O. S. , Charles

S. Merritt .

The present membership is eighty-seven . Regular meet

ings are held on Tuesday evenings in Odd Fellows ' Hall .

Cuba Lodge, No. 426 , F. A. M. was organized in Cuba

under a dispensation , dated January 5th , 1825 .

The charter for this lodge was granted January 8th , 1825 ,

by the most worshipful grand lodge of the State of New

York, which was then regularly established according to the

old constitutions , under the auspices of Prince Edwin , of

the City of York, in Great Britain , in the year of masonry

4,926 , to Brother Calvin T. Chamberlain, W. M., Brother

Stephen Cady, S. W. , and Brother Henry Stevens, J. W.

The following persons were the charter members : C. T.

Chamberlain , Stephen Cady, Martin Smith, Laurin Wood,

ruff, Jonathan Moore, Levi Robinson , Earl Gould , Jacob

Baldwin , Erastus Kinnie, William Hicks, Kendall Wilder,

Richard Bronson , Ira Tracy, Henry Stevens and Simon C.

Moore .

The lodge under the above charter was discontinued

January 17th , 1832 , and reorganized by virtue of a new

charter, granted June 11th, 1853 , with Brother Henry Ste

vens as W. M., Brother J. B. Sharp as S. W., Brother War

ner Hastings as J. W. , and Brother Calvin T. Chamberlain

as secretary and treasurer.

The following brothers were the charter members : Henry

Stevens, J. B. Sharp , Warner Hastings, Martin Smith, Jo

seph Palmer , Talcott Howard, S. G. Newell , Simon C.

Moore , John Powers, Stephen Hardy, Erastus Kinnie, Jacob

Baldwin , C. T. Chamberlain , C. H. Bradley, Samuel M. Rus

sell and S. W. Merrill .

This lodge has flourished ever since its organization , and

now has a membership of more than one hundred. The

regular communications are held on the second and fourth

Saturdays in each month.

VALLEY POINT LODGE, NO. 241 , 1. 0. 0. F.

This lodge was instituted July 8th, 1870, with the fol

lowing charter members : W. R. Bronson, W. P. Stevens, F.

G. Stebbins, W. W. Cole and H. Shewman.

The first N. G. and V. G. were W. R. Bronson and W. W.

Cole .

The successive N. G.'s have been as follows : W. W. Cole,

F. G. Stebbins, A. F. De Kay, E. R. Nash, R. H. Grady, H.

Shewman, W. C. Hall , D. B. Whipple, J. A. Grove, E. R.

VALLEY POINT CHAPTER, NO. 232 , R. A. M.

Valley Point Chapter, No. 232 , R. A. M. , of Cuba, was
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Nash , J. Byram , J. H. Graham , H. C. Hendricks, J. Mc

Monagle, G. M. Gillette, G. V. De Kay and D. Reid .

The successive V. G.'s have been as follows : F. G. Steb

bins, H. Shewman , E. R. Nash , R. H. Grady, H. Shewman ,

W. C. Hall , D. B. Whipple, J. A. Grove, J. Olive , J. Byram ,

J. H. Graham, H. C. Hendricks , J. Mc Monagle, G. M. Gil

lett , G. V. De Kay, D. Reid, J. A. Grove .

The present officers are as follows : J. A. Grove, N. G.;

C. A. De Kay, V. G .; E. N. Pierce, secretary ; G. V. De Kay,

treasurer ; H. Shewman, R. S. N. G.; A. F. De Kay, I. G.;

G. M. Gillett , P. S .; D. Reid , P. G.

This lodge is prospering financially. Its regular meetings

are held on Friday evening of each week , in the Empire

block . The present membership is thirty .

a

CHURCH HISTORY .

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

same season .

Thus, for the better accommodation of those residing in

particular neighborhoods, as well as from the pressure of

necessity which compelled them to accept whatever accom

modations were for the time most available , the place of as

senibling was changed according to circumstances ; but

though wandering in the wilderness , without fixed habita

tion , in some sense like Israel of old , it was not like the

traditional rolling stone, " gathering no moss," conferring

no blessings .

In the year 1833 , during the labors of Rev. Samuel W. May,

an extended revival was enjoyed , and a larger number united

with the church than during any other single year of its

history, before or since. In the year 1835 the church was

amicably divided , about one- third of the members being dis

missed to form the Friendship church .

For about two years from the summer of 1835 the

church was ministered to by Rev. W. Bridgman, his time

being divided between Cuba and Friendship, and in the fall

of 1837 Rev. A. S. Allen began his long and successful pas

torate .

The foundation of the first Presbyterian house of worship

was laid in May, 1838 , and the building was completed the

Its length was fifty feet ; width , thirty - six

feet . The total cost of the edifice was $ 1,679.84 .

Rev. A. S. Allen continued to labor as pastor till the fall

of 1846 , when he removed to Wisconsin , and later to Clear

Lake, Iowa, where he died , November 7th , 1876 , aged sev

enty nine years. In the early part of 1847 Rev Nathan

Leighton began his ministerial labor with the church, con

tinuing in this relation three years. During his pastorate

the church became independent of missionary aid . Rev.

Jefferson Wynkoop was soon after called to become pastor

of the church, and installed as such. During his pastorate

the church was enlarged by the addition of twenty feet to

its length , at a cost of not far from $ 1,000 .

From 1853 to 1859 Rev. Nathan Allen served the church

as settled pastor. During the years 1860 and 1861 the

pulpit was supplied by Rev. W. C. White, since professor in

Wabash College, Indiana. Rev. J. E. Baker ministered to

the church ior about two years , from 1863 to 1865 .

The pastoral labors of Rev. C. B. Gardner began in

March, 1865 , and continued for almost ten years, till Jan

uary ist , 1875 .

In the year 1871 measures were taken for the erection of

a new house of worship. The corner - stone was laid on the

4th of July of that year, and on the 15th of June, 1872 , the

present tasteful and commodious edifice was dedicated .

The structure is of brick , trimmed with cut-stone, with cor

ner tower, chapel and parlors in the rear. Its total cost

was $21.500 .

The present pastor, Rev. John C. Taylor, began his labors

with the church January 1st , 1875 .

The present membership of the church is one hundred

and eighty, and that of the Sabbath - school about two hun

dred .

The persons first chosen and ordained to the office of

ruling elder were Kendall Wilder and Josiah B. Bond .

The present officers of the church are as follows : Ruling

elders, Henry A. Mead, Charles Amsden , Alvin B. Webster,

Amasa Fuller, Enos Keller, John C. Young; deacons, Aaron

H. Burnett, J. Monroe Barnes, A. Granville Sharp .

The first public religious service held in the town of Cuba

of which any record has been preserved was conducted by

Rev. Robert Hubbard, about the year 1818. Mr. Hubbard

was a Presbyterian , settled pastor of the churches of Almond

and Angelica as early as 1812 , who occasionally preached

at this and other points through the country , being much in

the saddle to seek out “ the scattered sheep " of this western

wilderness. As characteristic of the man , it is said he used

to go to Cuba having his portmanteau filled with crackers

and other little comforts for a sick woman who was known

to him there. A more extended account of his life and

labors will be found in the history of Angelica .

While occasional services were held from time to time by

neighboring ministers , regular public worship was not es

tablished for several years . A meeting was convened to
.

organize a Presbyterian church July 19th , 1827 , at which

time a half dozen houses, with a few scattering lng cabins,

were all that could be found within sight of the spot where

Cuba now stands. The meeting was held in the framed

barn still standing on the premises of Mr. W. 0. Phelps in

the eastern part of the village, then the property of John

Nash . Ten persons were found ready to unite in forming

the Presbyterian Church of Christ in Cuba, and as such were

constituted and consecrated by prayer .

There was an equal number of males and females in this

little band, and their names are recorded as follows : Henry

Stevens, Elenor Baird , William Hicks, Lucy Hicks, Kendall

Wilder, Margaret Huntley, Guerdon Kennedy, Lucy Ken

nedy, Horatio W. Orton and Eunice Brownson . Of these

original members only one , Deacon Kendall Wilder, was

living in 1878 .

For a few years the church was without regular services ,

but Rev. Reuben Hurd, of the church at Haight , or Black

Creek , and Rev. Moses Hunter, of Angelica , occasionally

preached for and otherwise assisted them.

The meetings of the church were held by turns at Cuba

and at Friendship , as well as at the several school - houses,

taverns, and barns along the intervening valley, and the

people interested in the organization were scattered over

a large district . No church building had yet been erected

this side of Friendship, and little inpression had been made

on the heavily timbered hills ; roads were little improved and

the people came long distances on foot.

I
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THE SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH .

This church was organized February 15th , 1834.. The

following forty - one persons , dismissed by letter from the

Friendship Baptist Church , were the constituent members :

John Jordan, James Jordan, Abraham Rude, William Dun

kin , Benjamin Abels , John Dakin , David Rose , Alden

Stone, Jacob Bower, John Shafer, William Southworth,

Naihan Southworth, Asa Southworth , Nicholas Everson,

Job Anson , William German, Leonard Anson , Rufus Cone,

Cornelia Jordan , Katharine Jordan , Anna Rude , Patty

Dunkin, Cynthia Abels, Amerilas Dakin , Betsy Rose,

Amanda Rose, Lucy Bower, Laura Shafer, Elvira Luroy,

Amelia Patridge , Caroline Rude , Mary Everson , Charlotte

Anson , Arvilla Rude, Almira Keller , Mrs. R. Cone, James

Ayres, Mrs. J. Ayres, John Carter, Julia Jordan and Har

riet Collar.

of these forty -one persons not one , so far as is now

known, is living. The last one that passed away was Wil.

liam Dunkin , who died December 16th , 1877 , at the age of

eighty- four, At the time of organization the church ap

pointed James Jordan and William Dunkin deacons, and

Abraham Rude, Benjamin Abels and David Rose trus

tees .

The church was recognized June 4th , 1834 , by a council

composed of delegates from the churches of Amity, Bolivar,

Rushford, Hinsdale and Friendship .

The first pastor was Rev. Anscn A. Tuthill. He labored

with the church less than a year, and was succeeded by Rev.

J. G. L. Haskins . The third pastor was Rev. Leonard

Anson , who remained from 1837 to 1840. During his pas

torate, in 1838, the first house of worship was built. Up to

this time the members had met from place to place, some

times in barns , sometimes in private houses, and oftener in

school - houses . Now the church had a local habitation as well

as a name. The next pastorate was that of Rev. B. F. Robins ,

which extended froni 1840 to 1845. Towards the close of

this pastorate the church was sorely rent by the Millerite

excitement , the pastor and many of the more prominent

members being carried away by the delusion . Rev. D. M.

Root was the next pastor. He was succeeded by Rev. O.

W. Gibbs , and he, in turn , by Rev. 2. Smith . These three

pastorates extended through a period of about seven years.

In 1852 Rev. A. T. Cole was called , and served the church

His was the longest pastorate that the church

has ever had . The next four pastors remained from one to

two years each . Their names were: Revs . Ira W. Simpson ,

H. H. Stockton , S. W. Titus, and W. C. Learned . From

1869 to very near the close of 1874 the pastorate was held

by Rev. I. C. Seeley . During this time in 1870) the(

old house of worship burned and a new one-the present

substantial brick structure, costing about $uoco - was

built in 1871. The present pastor , Rev. V. A. Sage , began

his labors April 1st , 1875 .

In the forty - four years of its existence the church has had

fourteen pastors, with an average pastorate of three and one

seventh years each . During this period, the church has re

ceived by baptism , as nearly as can be ascertained , about four

hundred and fifty persons, and about eighty members have

died . The church now numbers two hundred and twenty

members.

The present officers of the church are as follows : Dea

cons , Willover Rude, Jacob Cole, Hiram Moulton , U. A.

Burnham and D. B. Sill ; clerk , E. M. Waterbury; trustees,

H. B. Ackerly, John Briggs , Hiram Moulton , S. H. Morgan ,

J. Webster and Milton Green . The Second Baptist Church

of Cuba has always taken a deep interest in the Sunday

school work . The following is an extract from the annual

letter to the Allegany County Baptist Association for 1859 :

“ We sustain a large school in the village and five others in

districts around.” At present the church sustains but one

school , but this is in a very flourishing condition. It is

under the superintendence of D. B. Sill . The following are

the statistics of the school : Cfficers and teachers , twenty

four ; whole number of scholars, two hundred and thirty

two ; average attendance , one hundred and twenty -six ;

number of books in library, two hundred and ninety - five.

CHRIST CHURCH (EPISCOPAL ' .

About the year 1839, the Rev. Mr. Bruce commenced

holding Episcopal services in the Presbyterian house of

worship , which had been kindly placed at his disposal for

such purpose, and he continued to officiate occasionally in

the same place for several years . The first baptism accord

ing to the usage of the Protestant Episcopal Church was

that of Mrs. Wealthy Ann Maxon, wife of Dr. Stephen

Maxon , and took place January 29th , 1843. In the summer

of 1843 the bishop of the diocese , W. H. Delancy , D.D. ,

visited Cuba, held service and preached and made an effort

to unite Cuba and Rushford, and make one parish of them .

Afterward the Rev. Thomas Morris, from Ellicottville ,

visited the village occasionally, and held divine service,

using the same house of worship.

In 1846 the first communicant of the Episcopal church

came to reside in Cuba . This was Mrs. Sarah R. Chamberlain ,

wife of General Calvin T. Chamberlain, and for six years

she remained the only communicant. In 1852 the first male

communicant arrived, and the name of Noah P. Loveridge

is remembered as that of a most zealous , hearty and judi

cious supporter of the church .

In the spring of 1852 Rev. Mr. Wilson , of Olean , Cattar .

augus county, came to Cuba and held services in the Metho.

dist Episcopal house about once in two weeks, and continued

to do so for some years.

Under his leadership, on the ist of November, 1852 , at a

meeting called for that purpose, a parish was regularly or

ganized under the name and title of Christ Church, Cuba,

N. Y. The two wardens ivere Calvin Tibbets Chamber

lain and Anson Stewart; and the vestrymen were Rufus L.

Colwell, D. A. Kirkpatrick , Dr. Stephen Maxon , Noah P.

Loveridge, Samuel M. Russel , Marshall B. Champlain and

Stephen 1. Davidson .

After leaving the Methodist house of worship the little

band of fifteen or twenty worshipers met in divers places
school - rooms, halls and offices. When there was no cler

gyman present N. P. Loveridge acted as lay reader.

The first person confirmed from this parish was Mrs. Ann

Champlain, who received the apostolic rite in Olean , May

21st , 1854 .

At Easter, 1855 , the Rev. Moses E. Wilson resigned the

rectorship both of Olean and Cuba parishes, and the Rev.

Charles E. Beardsley was elected in his stead. He con

tinued to officiate every third Sunday until Easter, 1859. In

1857 the congregation were able to occupy their recently

erected chapel, and continued worshiping there until a few

months before it was destroyed by fire in 1871 .

In 1859 the Rev. John A. Bowman took charge of the

parish, and officiated every second Sunday , alternately with

Wellsville, and remained until June 24th of the following

year.

In the interim between 1860 and the fall of 1865 services

were held by means of lay reading, and the Rev. John

Dobyns was rector for three years, while from 1865 to

April, 1867 , the Rev. J. H. Waterbury had charge. In

1867 Rev. S. S. Lewis was elected rector, and he continued

in his connection with the parish until January ist , 1870,

when he resigned .

The Rev. Thomas Bell succeeded him , and it was during

his pastorate, and owing in great measure to the active

measures taken under his direction , that the present hand

some church building was erected . The corner stone of

the new building was laid May 30th , 1871 , the cere

mony being performed by the rector and by the Rev. D. E.

Loveridge, who was that time rector of Emmanuel

Church , Norwich , N. Y.

The vestry in 1871 was composed of General C. T. Cham

berlain , senior warden, and E. H. Johnson, junior warden ;

and E. D. Loveridge, William A. Kirkpatrick , Robert S.

until 1863

at
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years . During his pastorit : the church edifice was erected .

It is a neat and substantial brick structure , forty by seventy

feet square , centrally located on Main street . It cost about

$ 10,000 , and will seat about three hundred and fifty people.

It was dedicated June 27th, 1870, Rev. E. W. Fuller preach

ing the dedicatory sermon .

Mr. Fuller's successor was Rev. I. D. Laure, who remained

three months. Rev. L. P. Blackford came next , and con

tinued the pastoral relation three years and six months. It

was during his pastorate that a church was organized con

sisting of forty -three members, to which number eleven

were added by his successor, Rev. Henry Shepard, the pres

ent pastor, who was settled March ist , 1876 .

METHODIST EPISCOPAL .

Armstrong, Stephen Maxon, M. D., William P. Stevens,

William F. Thorpe and James A. Story, vestrymen.
The

building committee was: E. D. Loveridge, Colonel C. N.

Otis, S. P. Swift and William P. Stevens ,

The architect was Colonel C. N. Otis, and the contractors

were , for stone and brick work , John Armstrong, and for

wood work , Royal and Alfred Grady, all of Cuba.

The building is of brick and has a seating capacity of three

hundred. The entire cost of the church itself , including

inside appointments, was about $ 12,000 , while the lot upon

which it stands cost $ 3,000. The windows are all of painted

glass - memorials of young and old , who, “ having finished

their course, do now rest.' A bell weighing twelve hundred

pounds hangs in the tower . The chancel furniture is of

polished carved wood and quite valuable. The chandeliers,

of which there are three, are of bronzed material and con

tain two.tiers of lamps. In short, the various arrangements

and appointments of this church will challenge comparison

with those of many a city church , and are admirably adapted

to the use for which they were designed — the glory of God ,

in the proper performance of the worship due unto Him .

The Rev. E. J. Cooke succeeded Mr. Bell as pastor, in
1871 , and remained here for four years. He was followed

by the Rev. J. W. Greenwood, who discharged the duties

devolving upon him for two years. The present pastor is

Rev. J. Sydney Kent.

This congregation is therefore but twenty- seven years old,

and , while passing through many vicissitudes and discourage

ments, it has gained slowly but steadily . There have been

one hundred and fifty - five baptisms, ninety confirmations

and thirty -eight weddings by its various pastors, besides a

great deal of work which, of course, could find no place in

a historical sketch like this.

The chief benefactor of the church through all these

years , until 1878 , the year of bis death , was General Calvin

T. Chamberlain . He gave very largely of his means at all

times, and ever took an activeinterest in the temporal pros

perity of the parish . From the day of its organization, in
1852 , to the day of his death he was its senior warden . As

St. Paul prayed for Onesiphorus, so do the members of the

church pray for him : “ The Lord grant unto him that he

may find mercy of the Lord in that day."

The Sunday - school work is small, there being but five

classes, and between thirty and forty children. The rector

is the superintendent, and Mr. Darwin Wilson is librarian

and treasurer.

In place of occasional services, as formerly, the church

has now morning and evening service regularly every Sun

day; and on many a week -day and holy -day is the door open

for morning or evening prayer.

The parish owns the lot adjoining that on which the

church is built, and the future will undoubtedly see a com

modious parsonage upon it .

The first Methodist Episcopal church of Cuba was organ

ized by the first pastor, Rev. S. Y. Hammond, with about a

dozen members, in 1844. The church was erected by sub

scription in 1850 , at a cost of $ 2,000. Among the early

members are remembered Erastus Kinney and William

Waterbury and their families. Among the early pastors

were Revs. Bradley and McKinster.

The house of worship was repaired in 1877 , at a cost of

$ 1,500 . The parsonage was erected a few years since, the

expense having been provided for by subscription.

During the winter of 1878-79 there was a revival under

the direction of the pastor, which resulted in the addition

of about twenty -five io the membership , which had been

about fifty.

There is a Sunday-school in connection with the church:

which is in a flourishing condition . The superintendent is

Mr. Otis Allen .

Rev. J. J. Payne is the present pastor. Owing to the ab

sence of records, and the failure of any of the older mem

bers to supply any data , we are unable to give a more com

plete history of this church than the above .

CATHOLIC .

)

THE UNIVERSALIST CHURCH .

During the years 1844 and 1845 the Universalists held

meetings in the school-house in the village, under the leader

ship of Rev. S. Goff. In the latter year Rev. J. B. Saxe

began to hold regular services in Independence Hall, and

continued two years. In 1847 Rev. I. B. Sharpe began to

preach , and remained one year.

In 1853 Rev. G. S. Gowdy came to Cuba and preached

one year. He was succeeded by Rev. F. M. Alvord , ot the

Friendship church, who preached about a year at North

Cuba to part of the congregation that had formerly assem

bled in Cuba village.

February 3d, 1867, Rev. Elbanan Winchester Reynolds

organized a society of eignty -four members, and preached in

Palmer's Hall about three months, when he was obliged to

discontinue his labors on account of the failure of his

healih .

The trustees of this society were L. A. Reynolds, John

Brooks and Freeman L. Sibley . In 1868 Rev. E. W. Fuller

was settled over the society as pastor, and remained two

The church was bought for $800, and deeded to Bishop

Timon in 1853. Previous to that date mass was offered

in various places. The number of original members of the

church was forty -three. Their names were as follows :

Thomas Kennedy, Michael McBride, Thomas Donald

son , Charles
Bowner, Peter Kenny, Mrs. Cain, Mrs.

McCarthy, H. Moore, James Drame, Thomas Shea,

John Taugney, Walter Butler, W J. Baxter, Thomas

Byron, Danirl McGrath, Philip Clark , Patrick Hannegan,

Bernard Keating, Daniel Kearns, Michael McLaughlin ,

Thomas Regan , Thomas Blackhall, Matthew Maloney,

Thomas Mangan , Dennis Casey , Jerry Leane, Garrett Hur

ley, John McMahan , Mrs. Mangan, Mr. Mahoney, Edward

Ryan, Mr. Durneen , Thomas Moran , John Collins, John

McAuliff, John Cunningham , John Philips, James Donovan,

Mrs. McGrath and Patrick Wright.

The first pastor of the church was Father Doran . Father

McKenny then care and stayed about one year, leaving on
the ist of March , 1855 . From this time until 1872 the

mission was attended by priests from St. Bonaventure's Col

lege , situated in Allegany, Cattaraugus county. In Septem

ber, 1872, Fatner M.Ryan came, and remained till April,

1873. Father O'Meara came in April , 1873 , and remained

over two years, leaving in August, 1875. Father Ledwith

came in August, 1875 , remaining about two years and leav

ing in July, 1877. Father Lee came here in July, 1877 ,

and is still pastor.

The church is situated fronting the public square ; size,

forty by fifty feet . The dedication took place i., 1854. The

sermon was preached by Father Doran . In 1867 Father

Anacletus made repairs amounting to $ 1,500 .

In 1855 a burying ground was purchased and consecrated

by Father Pamphilio . The present membership of the
church is about four hundred .

In 1878 a house was erected on the church property.
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BIOGRAPHICAL.

HON , MARSHALI. B. CHAMPLAIN .

Currence

Marshall Bolds Champlain was born in Stafford, Genesee

county, December 22nd, 1820 . His father was Gilbert B.

Champlain, M. D., a direct descendant of Samuel Cham

plain, the French navigator and first governor of New France

or Lower Canada, who was born of good family in Brouaje,

Saintonge, about 1570 , and died in Quebec in December,

1635, and the history of whose adventurous life , a life de

voted to the progress of civilization and the propagation

of Christianity, forms an absorbingly interesting part in

the history of the western continent.

His mother's family were originally from Ireland, and Mr.

Champlain's success in life was largely due to the blending

in his nature of the ease and affability of the French with

the fervency, the ardor and the ready wit of the Irish race .

In his early years the family removed to Cuba, where he re

sided until his death , March 7th , 1879 . His education was

confined , so far as scholastic instruction was concerned , to

the common schools, except when for a short period he at

tended the Middlebury Academy, in Wyoming county .
But

what he lacked in the advantages afforded by academies and

colleges he made up by that without which even those aids

are useless - a determination to acquire knowledge, and un

tiring assiduity in its pursuit. His father could not aid him.

pecuniarily, and he received no help from friends. But the

obstacles of poverty were nothing to his will, and the

fountain of knowledge could not remain unreached by him .

As a student Mr. Champlain commenced reading law in

the office of S. M. Russell, Esq ., at Cuba, and continued

there for one year. He finished his law course with James

A. Guernsey, of Pittsford , Monroe county, and at the early

age of twenty -two was gratified by being admitted to the

bar. He was soon rewarded by a good practice, which rap

idly extended throughout All gany and the adjoining coun

ties . The youthful practitioner was not long in attracting

the attention of the leading men of this section, and in Jan

uary, 1845 , he was appointed by the Allegany Court of

Common Pleas to the position of district attorney; was ad

mitted a counselor of the Supreme Court, " exgratia," to

enable him to accept the office, which he filled four years .

While Mr. Champlain held that position he was of course

brought more prominently to the attention of the public.

His personal appearance and manner were calculated to im

press a jury as but few criminal pleaders are able to do. Of

medium height and erect carriage , piercing eye , dark hair

and dark olive complexion, with a countenance expressing

intelligence and confidence; when he rose for a forensic ef

fort not even his youth could prevent a stranger from ex

pecting a superior display of oratorical ability and legal

acumen , and no ap intment followed . His voice swelled

full and clear, his statements of fact were concentrated,

earnest and plain ; and as he warmed with his subject he

would become impressive and fervent, playing upon the

sympathies and passions of listeners with a master's hand .

Such marked talents necessarily commended their posses

sor for political preferment. In 1851 he was prevailed upon

to accept a nomination for State senator. The district was

strongly Whig, by a usual majority of 1,500 . His opponent

was General John A. McElwain, of Wyoming county, who

was elected by a majority of only 232 votes. Mr. Cham

plain's popularity having been thus attested, he was nomi

nated the following year for member of Assembly for Alle

gany county, and was elected by a large majority. He was

the last Democratic member chosen from this county.

The Assembly of 1853 was one of the most important, in

the business that came before it , of all that have ever con

vened . In it Mr. Champlain attained a brilliant reputation.

His perceptions were quick and strong; his mind clear and

discriminating; his judgment sagacious and prudent; his

reasoning logical and convincing. Besides, he soon ac

quired an intimate knowledge of parliamentary law , and was

from the first a ready as well as an able debator. A news

paper of that day, of opposing politics, said of him : “ He

is a young man of much promise , and, unless we much

mistake, will yet distinguish himself among the public men

of the State . ” He was a member of the Canal Committee,

and made a vigorous speech in defense of the canal policy

of Horatio Seymour, then governor of the State . The oc

casion of his first participation, in any marked manner, in

the proceedings of the house, was an interesting one. On

the discussion of some financial resolutions the excitement

ran high, and one member refused to vote when his name

was called . The Speaker, Hon . William H. Ludlow , at once

ordered him under arrest . General Burrows, of Orleans,

who led the opposition, thought to avail himself of the oc

to intensify the feeling, widen a breach in the

majority, and compel the Speaker to resign. At the open

ing of the session the next morning he offered as a privileged

question a resolution of censure, declaring the act of the

Speaker an exercise of arbitrary power, unwarranted by the

laws and constitution of the State, and supported the reso

lution in a speech of great force. Mr. Champlain responded

in defense of the Speaker. It was off hand, but clear and

irresistible in its exposition of parliamentary law . Before

his speech it seemed that the combination of factions, sup

ported by the able effort of Mr. Burrows, would be success

ful; but Mr. Champlain turned the tide , and the Speaker

was sustained by an almost unanimous vote .

No more significant evidence of the estimation in which

Mr. Champlain was held can be given than the position

assigned him in the corruption and impeachment proceed .

ings of the session . He was chairman of the select commit

tee ordered to inquire into the conduct of State officers, and

submitted a report which resulted in a resolution impeach

ing Canal Commissioner John C. Mather. His speech in

support of his resolution exhibited great research, elo

quence and power. We make short extracts, showing at

once what he regarded as the hope and danger of our insti

tutions. Would that his admonitions might be more gen

erally heeded ! He said :

“ New York has a mission to perform . It is to advance

this republic to the highest position of national glory , or to

sink it to the lowest depths of national degradation . New

York shall mould the destiny of this empire. Her morals,

her policy, her public order and her justice and liberty

shall impress and give direction to the American republic.

“ Sir, I have nearly done . I do not demand the condem :

nation of John C. Mather - I have no right to demand it

you have no power to grant it . Were I his enemy, which I am

not ; were all the hate, personal or political, rankling in any
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human bosom against him concentrated in my own ; and did

I stand upon this floor to gratify that hate and blast his earthly

hopes, I would not dare to demand more than his trial . I

do not know that he has an enemy in the world --whatever

of party hate and party asperity may exist elsewhere, I im

plore you to let it not enter these halls . We have a conso

lation in the reflection that if we adopt this resolution , we shall

commit this case to a tribunal high above such unhallowed

influences. While, on the one hand, we throw around the

case of the accused a generous and noble sympathy, while

we guard with vigilance private and personal liberty, we

must remember that we have no tears to weep over buried

hopes ; that we cannot twine myrtle to decorate the funeral

car of a declining political reputation ; that we cannot lay

in a common grave the sacred trust committed to our

hands by the laws and constitution of our country. But

seventy-seven years have gone down the rapid tide of time

since

" ' The bounding isles of the im woods rang with the anthem of the free . '

superior abilities, secured for him the acknowledged position

of leader of his party in the house . It was during this ses

sion that dissensions began in the Democratic party. The

inaugural address of President Pierce was the occasion for

a development of this division . Resolutions indorsing the

inaugural were introduced, but they were deemed too fal

tering and cold by others , and additional resolutions, more

full and hearty , were offered. These were sustained by Mr.

Champlain in an eloquent impromptu speech , which was

copied by the leading Democratic papers of the country, and

elicited the warmest encomiums from the friends of the

President .

Mr. Champlain was always a consistent Democrat . His

first participation in politics was in 1844, when he took

the stump for James K. Polk , as he also did in 1848 for

Lewis Cass . He supported every Democratic candidate

for the presidency since that time . He was admitted

to the Supreme Court of the United States in 1858 , on mo

tion of Mr. Black. He was a delegate to the Charleston con

vention in 1860 , supported Douglas, and was chosen to pre

sent the claims of the New York delegates . In 1861 , upon

the withdrawal of Hon . Lyman Tremain as candidate for

attorney - general , Mr. Champlain was substituted . In July ,

1862 , Governor Morgan appointed him a member of the

war committee of his Congressional district , and , in

conjunction with Hon . Martin Grover and Hon . Wilkes

Angel , the duty was well and faithfully performed. He was

again nominated for attorney - general in 1863. In 1864 he

was a delegate to the Chicago convention , favoring the nom

ination of General McClellan . In April , 1867 , he was

elected a delegate at large to the constitutional convention

of this State, where his participation in the debates exhib

ited the same finish , clearness and power which always

characterized his efforts. His speeches upon the rights of

naturalized citizens , suffrage, national banks and in de

fense of personal liberty , attracted wide attention for their

forcible declaration of his sentiments on those subjects .

That upon “ Personal Liberty " has been extensively pub

lished in Democratic papers from Maine to California . He

was elected attorney- general in the fall of 1867. His pop

ularity in his own section of the State was attested by the

fact that in his town 'he ran 150 ahead of his ticket , and in

the county about 500 ; and largely also in adjoining coun

ties . Mr. Champlain served out his term of two years, and

was re - nominated for the same responsible position at the

State convention of his party in the fall of 1869 , by accla

mation . He was re - elected on an increased vote received

mainly in the section of the State where he resided , and

where his worth and ability were best appreciated. He was

again re - nominated , for a third term , and was defeated with

the whole Democratic ticket , receiving more votes than

any other of his party's candidates .

Mr. Champlain, during his official term , participated in

many important trials . He met in the forum the giants of

the legal profession in the State , and was able to cope with

them , advancing his professional reputation .

His first appearance in a capital case ( by order of Gover

nor Fenton ) was on the trial of Joseph Brown before the

oyer and terminer of Columbia county, in April , 1868. This

case stands as one of the most celebrated in the annals of

criminal jurisprudence . Mr. Champlain in his conduct of

the case, in aid of the district attorney , more than justified

* *

“ Have we proved the duration of our system of free gov

ernment ? Need I refer you to the republics of the old

world ? We are familiar with their fabled history ; we have

read of their splendors, their glories, their trophies, their

temples, their triumphal arches , the free spirit of liberty

that pervaded them , their decline and their ruin-how they

crumbled and passed away in the melancholy drama of de

struction. One startling truth has been recorded o'er the

ruin upon the cenotaph of time. History tells us that all the

illusions of ambition realized , all the wealth of a universal

commerce, all the achievements of successful heroism , or

all the establishments of this world's wisdom cannot secure

to empire the permanency of its possessions . '

“ If property is invaded , if laws are violated , if personal

liberty is compromised, the people appeal with a frm con

fidence to the courts—the judicial tribunals of the land .

If the judgment seat becomes corrupted , its ermine sul

lied, they appeal to the Assembly. If public officers are

guilty of a dereliction of official duty, if public laws are dis

obeyed and the public weal neglected , they come with strong

reliance upon the purity, the firmness of the people's Assem

bly . There is no other tribunal to which they can appeal.

Here , in the jury box of the commonwealth , their dearest

hopes are centered . Here shall be the last great struggle

between that confiding people and the destroyer — the cor

rupting money power which is filing off the iron bars of

your constitution. Here is the palladium of their liberties.

Here that liberty , if ever subverted, shall be cloven down."

The resolution of impeachment was adopted by more than

a two- third vote .

Mr. Champlain was selected by the Assembly as one of

its managers , to conduct the trial before the High Court of

Impeachment. John K. Porter was selected as counsel for

the managers. They were opposed by Hon . Rufus W.

Peckham , Hon . James T. Brady and Hon . John H. Rey

nolds , who appeared as counsel for the accused. Mr. Cham

plain took an important part in the debate . His argument

in regard to the general law governing impeachment causes

was cogent and able and carried conviction with it , the

court denying the motion against which the argument of Mr.

Champlain had been directed .

Mr. Champlain's coolness and skill on the floor, with his

*

a



PUBLIC SERVICES OF HON. M. B. CHAMPLAIN-HIS OBSEQUIES. 265

27

tached him to the more humble ; he was the poor man's

help, the rich man's counselor and the friend of all. Mr.

Champlain was married to Achsah , oldest daughter of the

late Oramel Griffin, June 2nd , 1846. As his widow she

survives him . Though he was not a member of any church ,

there is not one of the several in Cuba that is not indebted

to him for generous assistance in the erection of its house

of worship

When the supreme hour arrived he was ready to die.

Although in the prime and vigor of his intellect , in the

midst of his usefulness , he made no complaint . At the

last, while struck with death , with his faithful , devoted wife

and many friends surrounding him, he repeated a beautiful

poem which closed with the words,

“ The drama ends — the curtain falls,"

2

the expectations of his friends, and won high compliments

from the press (of all parties) of the entire State. Brown was

convicted and executed .

Mr. Champlain was appointed by Governor Fenton to

assist upon the trial of Thompson, at Troy - a case that,

from its attendant circumstances , excited great public in

terest. The Troy Times, the leading Republican organ in

the county, complimented the argument of the attorney

general in the highest terms, saying, among other things, that

his address was very eloquent and more than justified the

anticipation which his reputation had created in the minds

of those who heard him for the first time ; Judge Hogeboom

was an attentive listener throughout Mr. Champlain's address

—a compliment rarely paid by the court to counsel."

In January , 1871 , Mr. Champlain was called in his official

capacity to assist the district attorney of Broome county in

the prosecution of the notorious murderer Edward H.

Ruloff, at Binghamton . This celebrated trial was con

cluded Jan !iary uth, by the arguinent of Mr. Champlain ,

who spoke an hour and twenty minutes, delivering one of

the most powerfully cogent arguments ever offered in a

capital case, which closed with an impassioned appeal to the

jury not to stay the avenging hand of the law lifted over the

head of the prisoner. The circumstances attending the con

viction and execution of this celebrated criminal are too

well known to require recapitulation.

In March , 1868, the Democratic State convention as

sembled at Tweddle Hall , Albany, to choose delegates to

the national convention . It was an assemblage of the ablest

men in the party. The convention was organzied by the

appointment of Mr. Champlain as its permanent president,

waiving the usual temporary organization-a compliment so

rare in the history of the conventions of his party that it

was only once before conferred (upon Governor Seymour) , a

flattering evidence of the great popularity of the recipient.

His opening speech , beginning with the exordium addressed

to the representatives of the Democracy— “ We have met to

collect the tangled shreds of American liberty and weave

anew the shattered fabric of the republic” —was a model of

power and eloquence .

After the expiration of his term of office he retired from

public life, nor sought nor would take any official position .

Satisfied with the high honors which had been conferred

upon him, he thereafter preferred the quiet of home life ;

rest from active work , with only labor enough in his profes

sion and business to make him contented, and help his

friends.

In the town , county, state and nation he continued to

evince a lively interest . He regularly attended the State

convention as a delegate from this county, and did much to

better the condition of his party, but it was in the affairs of

his own town that he took the most active part . He was

president of the Valley Point Agricultural Society for many

years , and was mainly instrumental in keeping it up to its

high standard . For many months previous to his death he

had been actively engaged in efforts to secure a railroad

along the line of the Genesee Valley Canal , and, had he

lived , we have no doubt he would have succeeded ; in

short, the last years of his life were spent in doing good

to others. As a neighbor and citizen , he was honored; his

social qualities rendered him a favorite in society ; his kind

liness of heart , manifested in practical deeds of love, at

and then saying, " Let me rest , " his soul took its flight.

Mr. Champlain was buried at Cuba March 10th , 1878.

Before the hour appointed for the services, a meeting of

the bar was held at the office of Loveridge & Swift. Hon .

Wilkes Angel was called to the chair, and W. W. Nichols

and Enos W. Barnes chosen secretaries .

There were present Hon. Wilkes Angel, General Rufus

Scott , Colonel A. J. McNett, Seth H. Tracy, V. A.

Willard, E. W. Chamberlain and George H. Blackman ,

Esqs., of Belmont ; Hon . George B. Bradley, of Corning ;

Hon . W. F. Jones and George U. Loveridge, Esq ., of Wells

ville ; Hon. D. P. Richardson , of Angelica ; Hon. A. G.

Rice , of Buffalo ; Hon . D. H. Bolles and Charles Carey,

Esq . , of Olean ; S. M. Norton , Esq . , of Friendship ; Alex

ander Storrs , Esq . , of Hinsdale ; Hon . E. D. Loveridge and

H. J. Swift, Esq . , of Cuba.

On motion Messrs. Bradley , Rice, Bolles, Jones and E. D.

Loveridge were appointed a committee to draft suitable reso

lutions and memorial to be hereafter presented to the Court

of Appeals, the various courts of the department and to the

family .

A further motion was adopted that all members of the

bar present should attend the funeral in a body, and wear

the usual badge of mourning for thirty days.

At a special meeting of the board of managers of Cuba

Valley Point Agricultural and Mechanical Society, held at

Fireman's Hall , in the village of Cuba, March 29th , 1879,

the following preamble and resolutions were unanimously

adopted :

Whereas, It has been appointed unto man once to die ,

and in fulfillment of this we have been separated from and

thus denied longer the friendly intercourse and pleasant as

sociation with Marshall B. Champlain , late president of the

society ,

Resolved, That in this irreparable loss which we as a so

ciety have so suddenly and unexpectedly been called to

meet, we are deprived of very much more of true worth and

manliness , of expanded forethought and wise counsel, unsel

fish interest and abiding faith in and anxiety for the well

being of society in general , and the prosperity of this insti

tution in particular - of which for many years he was the

acknowledged head-than we are able to find language to

express.

Resolved, That under these melancholy surroundings and

circumstances, over which we have no control , silence, deep

and meditative , and tears of unfeigned sorrow, are more be

a
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fitting the members of this board at this time, and do bet

ter express the true feelings of us, one and all , than any

form of words of condolence possibly can do .

Resolved , That these resolutions be spread upon the

minutes of the society, a copy furnished each newspaper of

the county for publication, and a copy suitably engrossed be

presented to the family of the deceased .

S. H. MORGAN,

GEORGE M. Brown, Com.

John C. ADAMS,

GILBERT B. CHAMPLAIN , M. D.

1

man .

Two years

Few names of those who have lived , labored and died in

Allegany county are better remembered or more honored

than that of the subject of this sketch . A lineal descend

ant of the adventurous discoverer of Lake Champlain, Gil

bert B. Champlain was of French extraction. He was a

man of great energy of character, and a brilliant and culti

vated mind, of such versatile qualities that he won a claim

to the titles of " author, doctor, printer and sailor." Biog

raphies of such men are as lights along the aisles of the past,

showing in their effulgence the possibilities of the future.

Their leading impulse is in the direction of endeavor. En

deavor leads to success.

Born at New London , in the State of Connecticut, Janu

ary 27th, 1792 , and imbibing in his youth the enterprising

spirit of New England , he became emphatically a self - made

Much of his youth was passed in systematic and in

tense study. In May, 1812 , at the age of twenty , he re

ceived a diploma as a physician and surgeon .

later he was appointed to the post of surgeon's mate in the

twenty - fifth regiment of the first brigade of infantry of the

United States army. The order for his examination is

dated “ Buffalo , Headquarters, May 12th , 1814," and signed

by General Winfield Scott , commander of the post.

The brigade to which he belonged was then in active ser

vice upon our northern frontier in the last war with Eng

land , and Doctor Champlain was present at the battles of

Chippewa and Lundy's Lane, and at the sortie of Fort Erie .

In the spring of 1822 he removed to Cuba, then almost a

wilderness, and commenced the practice of medicine , and

for many years enjoyed an extensive and lucrative patronage

and a reputation as a well - read and skillful practitioner. He

was never ambitious of any political or other distinction . In

1829 , under President Jackson's administration, he was ap

pointed postmaster at Cuba, in which capacity he served for

a number of years. Although offered the best offices in the

gift of his townsmen , he would accept none except that of

school inspector, the duties of which he faithfully discharged

because of his great interest in the education of the youth

of the town .

Doctor Champlain possessed a cool , energetic spirit and

strong natural powers of mind. The best efforts of his

life were given to the improvement and the promotion of

the interests of the village , which retains many evidences of

his taste, energy and zealous interest in its prosperity. He

was appointed secretary of the first meeting held in Alle

gany county to advocate the construction of the Genesee

Valley Canal, and freely bestowed his time and means to

aid the project. The New York and Erie Railway was

also a darling enterprise of his , and none rejoiced more

than he when it was at last completed and in operation .

Calvin T. Chamberlain , John Griffin , Colonel Samuel H.

Morgan and John Nash were among those who co operated

with him to further those objects , of such vital and lasting

importance to the town and county. In 1845 he erected

a commodious building at Greenwood Spring, near his resi

dence, in which was soon afterwards opened the first water

cure in western New York , which during its existence

added not a little to the business prosperity of the village.

In his domestic relations he discharged all his duties

with the utmost fidelity . Facetious in society and endowed

with brilliant conversational powers, his sarcasms were

sometime scathing to those who differed from him in mat

ters of moment. His religious sentiments are manifested

in the following beautiful passage from his autobiography :

" Kind and indulgent reader, I would have you remember

that Christian piety is above all necessary ; without this you

probably cannot be useful. Without this you certainly

cannot be happy. Be assured that true religion does

not require you to be unsocial and gloomy. It will not

shut you up in monastic retirement. It will not debar you

from one comfort nor deny you one earthly enjoyment that

is limited by reason or consistent with the great purposes of

your being. It allows, or even requires you to be — nay, it

will make you cheerful in the midst of scenes which blast

the foolish levity of the ungodly -- scenes which wring their

hearts with anguish and turn their laughter into heaviness.

It will make you cheerful in the hour of distress and of

death . Let me again entreat you to gain an interest, if you

have not , in the kingdom of heaven ; for no efforts of refined

imagination can soothe the wants of nature - can give

ecstatic sweetness to the dark vapors of a dungeon, or can

stop the throbbings of a broken heart like the consoling

consciousness of having an interest in the heavenly kingdom ."

An earnest advocate of temperance, Doctor Champlain

was at the time of his death an active member of Valley

Point Division of Sons of Temperance. He died in Cuba,

September ist , 1852 , of Asiatic cholera, and was deeply

mourned by an extensive circle of friends.

The following resolutions were adopted by the society

above mentioned at the first regular meeting subsequent to

Doctor Champlain's death :

Resolved , That this division , by the sudden death of

Brother G. B. Champlain, R. S. , has been deprived of a valu

able member, esteemed by us all for his uniformly dignified

and conciliating bearing in all our intercourse , and whose

age, character, abilities and extensive acquaintance gave

promise of a large increase of the advantages already derived

by the division and the cause from his influence; and that

the view of his accustomed seat left so suddenly vacated,

and realizing the silence of that voice so lately heard urging

us to perseverance in our good cause, should impress us with

the shortness and uncertainty of life, and the necessity to

work while we may if we would accomplish aught of good

to mark our existence on earth .

Resolved , That we tender to the family of our deceased

brother our sympathy and condolence in their affliction ,

and commend them to Him “ who doeth all things well,"

feeling that their loss is indeed irreparable , and consolation

from
any

human source is vain .

Dr. Champlain had four children - one son , the late Hon .

Marshall B. Champlain, and three daughters, Mrs. R. L. Col

well , Mrs. S. M. Russell and Mrs. Stephen Maxon, deceased .
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The exigencies of an age and country like this leave to

very few the privilege of passing their lives and ending their

days amid the scenes and associations of their childhood .

Ever since the settlement of the Atlantic coast by Europeans

the tide of emigration has set westward. The active chil

dren of a region leave their paternal roofs and become, in

newer lands, the fathers of families, which follow their ex

ample, and so on through successive generations . Thus it

was with the subject of this sketch .

Oramel Griffin , whose portrait heads this article , was born

in Swanton, Vt . , March 26th , 1794. In early life he removed

with his parents to the northern part of the State of New

York and settled in Malone, then in St. Lawrence county .

His parents, though not poor, were not in affluent circum

stances, and he engaged actively in clearing land and all the

labors incident to the struggles of pioneers in a new country .

For these efforts his early New England education and train

ing admirably fitted him . Coming from " the land of steady

habits " in an age of the best discipline to develop and per

fect character, he was a fine example of New England youth.

While engaged in labor he did not neglect any means

of improvement, but often pursued his studies by the

light of burning brands on the lands he was engaged in

clearing

On arriving at maturity he started out to seek his fortune ,

and commenced in Moscow, Livingston county, where he

was first a clerk and teacher. His industry and integrity

attracted the attention of one of his employers and led to a

partnership ; and in 1822 he established a store in Rushford ,

Allegany county . To this place he removed , and soon after

ward married Miss Caroline Gary, daughter of Eneas Gary ,

the first settler in the town . She died in February, 1848,

leaving three minor children in his care. On these he lav

ished all his affection . He never married again .

Mr. Griffin was successful in business, and was by reason

of his success enabled to dispense liberal aid to his less fa

vored relatives . The excellencies of his character are illus

trated by this benevolence. He removed his parents and sev

eral other members of his family to Rushford and rendered

them such assistance as they required, and these good offices

he continued to the day of his death, and they were perpetu

ated in the case of some of his relatives in obedience to the

dictates of his will.

About the year 1850 he made a large purchase of property

on the Genesee Valley Canal , in the town of Caneadea.

This was a successful business enterprise . Later, and until

his retirement from active business, Mr. Griffin was engaged

in business operations in the Western States, where three of

his four children were settled . He was a man of strongly

marked character. In all his business transactions he was

governed by probity, honor and exact justice. In his deal

ings precision and promptness were his distinguishing char

acteristics . He was a liberal contributor for the promotion

of public institutions and interests . After he retired

from business , a few years since, he resided during the

winter of each year with his daughter in Detroit , and during

each summer with his daughter Mrs. Champlain, in Cuba,

Allegany county .

September 5th, 1877 , at the age of eighty -three, he died at

the residence of his son - in - law the late Hon . M. B. Champlain .

His four children survive him . Mrs. Champlain resides

at Cuba, N. Y.; Mrs. Prentis, wife of George H. Prentis,

Esq. , attorney, at Detroit ; and his sons Solon W. and Jack

son A. are engaged in business in Michigan.
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neer tavern.

JOHN C. ADAMS is a native of Allegany county , and lo

cated where he now resides January 1st , 1847. His well

cultivated farm was at that time nearly a wilderness, but by

honest, patient and persevering industry it has become one

of the beautiful farms of the valley in which it is located .

The old one-roomed shanty has given place to the beautiful

mansion represented in one of our engravings, and the small

log barn to the numerous and well arranged barns and out

buildings that now adorn his excellent farm ; and the brush

and log fences have given way to the most approved pat

terns of the present day. Mr. Adams and his most es

timable companion are enjoying the fruits of well ordered

lives, and have the assurance that although their heads are

frosted o'er with the snows of many winters, there is bright

ness and youth in the future. Mr. Adams's father, Prosper

Adams , moved into this county in 1814, and located in

Nunda, where for quite a number of years he kept the pio

He was married in 1810 to Polly Robinson , of

Pawlet, Vt. , daughter of Captain Ephraim Robinson , of

Revolutionary fame. Mrs. Adams's father, Ephraim Rob

inson , of Pawlet, was born June 17th , 1800, and died March

5th , 1847 . Her mother, whose maiden name was Anna

Fitch , was born in Pawlet, July 17th , 1803 , and died May

23d, 1825. Their children were : Mary Anna, born October

25th , 1822 , and Eunice (now Mrs. Adams) , June 20th, 1824 .

Both are still living. Mr. and Mrs. Adams's children have

been : Eunice Anna, born February 9th , 1847 , and married

November 28th , 1867 , to Adelbert Wilson , of Cattaraugus

county ; John Fitch Adams, born October 22nd , 1853 ; Mary

Zerviah Adams,born January 5th , 1855 , and died March 24th ,

1855 ; Quincy Vive Adams, born September ist, 1856 , and

died July 7th, 1857 ; Merritt Hazen Adams, born July 20th ,

1860, and died December 30th, 1863 ; George W. R. Adams,

born January ,29th , 1863 , died October 13th , 1864, at Mar.

shall , Mich.; Lucy Champlain Adams, born April 7th , 1869.

Edward Adams (grocer), a life -long resident of Cuba, was

born in 1847 . His wife was formerly Miss Toanna Swift.

They have one child , Diiston Adams. During the late war

Mr. Adams served in the 994th N. Y. volunteers .

Robert Adams was born in Hartwick , Otsego county,

November 7th, 1803. He was left an orphan , by the death

of his father, at the age of two. In 1821 he removed to

Pike, Wyoming county, and learned his trade with his

brother Abner. He was married in 1831 to Eliza N. Lee

land, and in 1832 removed to Friendship. In June, 1836 ,

he removed to Cuba, where he is engaged in tanning, cur

rying and shoemaking. He has served three terms as coro

ner of Allegany county.

Isaac Amsden was born in Massachusetts in 1806 , and

since 1837 has been a resident of Cuba. His family con

sists of five sons and three daughters .

Leonard S. Anisden was born in Madison county in 1831

and four years later came to Belfast , where he remained un

til 1847, at which date he removed to Cuba. He married

Sally Fuller, of Cattaraugus county . He is a farmer, and at

one time served as justice of the peace .

Miles B. Andrews, proprietor of a meat market at Cuba,

was born in New Hudson on the oth of March , 1831. He

has spent most of his life in Allegany county.

ROBERT S. ARMSTRONG was born in Oppenheim, then Mont

gomery (now Fulton) county, N. Y. , June 29th , 1835. His

parents, Philip S. and Arabella Armstrong, removed to Cuba,

Allegany county , in 1847, where the subject of this sketch

has since resided . He commenced the study of the law in

the office of Hon M. B. Champlain , in 1857 , and was ad

mitted as attorney and counsellor of the Supreme Court

upon examination at General Term while attending the

Albany Law School in 1859 ; he soon after (in 1860, entered

into partnership with Mr. Champlain in the practice of his

profession at Cuba, which partnership continued until the

death of Mr. Champlain in March, 1879 ; he has since formed

a partnership with Hon . Wilkes Angel , and is now actively

engaged in the practice of his profession . He was married

to Miss Harriet E. Wilson in October , 1862 . Being a Demo

crat in politics, and residing in the strong Republican county

of Allegany, political preferment was substantially impos

sible. He was elected justice of the peace before his ad

mission to the bar, which office he held for ten consecutive

years. He was appointed assistant United States assessor

in 1862 , which office he held for the term of three years. In

the fall of 1867 he was nominated for the office of county

judge, and would have been elected but for the overwhelm

ing odds against him ; as it was , he ran one thousand votes

ahead of his party ticket , his opponent being the late Hon .

Wolcott Hatch . Mr. Armstrong is of Scotch - Irish descent,
.

and is a gentleman of most genial social habits , and univer

sally respected and esteemed .

John Armstrong, builder, was born in Oppenheim, N. Y. ,

in September, 1830, and became a resident of Cuba in

March, 1841. Prior to his coming to Cuba his father's fam

ily had lived in Buffalo

William ARMSTRONG was born September 15th , 1840, in

the city of Buffalo, and came from there a year later to

Cuba, where he learned the mason's trade, which he follows.

He was married January 29th , 1860, to Ida M. Root, of

Cuba .

James Henry Arnot , a native of Orange county , was born

in 1832. When fifteen years old he commenced working at

cabinet-making. In 1855 he carne to Cuba, where he re

sides at the present time, and works at his trade, combin .

ing with it undertaking. Mr. Arnot married Miss Abby

Jane Neff, of Cuba .

J. J. Ashley, M. D. , was born in Richmond , Ashtabula

county, Ohio, May 6th , 1830. He was married to Sarah J.

Shave, of Cuba, July 27th , 1860 . Dr. Ashley is a well

known physician and surgeon, and in 1863 was appointed

examining physician for his district for the enrollment and

draft of soldiers for service in the late civil war.

Alanson Baldwin was born in Monroe county in 1815 ,

and in 1829 he came to Cuba with his father. He married

Sally Conant. He is the present teacher of the village

school . Mr. Baldwin's grandfather was one of the early

settlers of Friendship .

George W. Baldwin , farmer, was born in Cuba, February

8th, 1839. During the Rebellion Baldwin served nearly

three years as private in the 136th N. Y. volunteers. March

16th , 1865 , he received a wound in the left leg, and is now

drawing a pension .

Lonson Baldwin , a native of Henrietta, Monroe county ,

was born in 1815 , and came to Cuba from that place in 1829 .

He is engaged in farming.

Milo F. Baldwin was born in Henrietta, Monroe county,

in 1816 , and four years later he came to Cuba.
He mar

ried Mrs. Emma Wright . His business is that of a hotel



268 HISTORY OF ALLEGANY COUNTY, NEW YORK.

keeper at Seymour, in the town of Cuba. He has served as

justice of the peace and collector.

A. M. Barnes, furniture dealer, was born in Chenango

county, in 1833. He married Miss Helen Root, of Cort

land county. In 1869 she died , and Mr. Barnes was again

married, to Miss Maria C. Tuller. They came to Cuba in

1873

William H. Bartholmew, dealer in marble and granite,

was born in Pompey, Onondaga county , February 13th ,

1832 , and came to Cuba from Fayetteville, Onondaga

county , in April, 1856. His marriage with Miss Eloise 0 .

Roberts , of Cuba, occurred October 29th , 1872 .

E. A. Bartlett was born in New Hudson, in 1840. After

living in Rushford a number of years , he came to Cuba in

1861. He was married in 1869 to Miss Martha Orton ,

daughter of Horace W. Orton and sister of the late presi

dent of the Western Union Telegraph Company . Mr.

Bartlett has served as town clerk nine years, and is the

present postmaster at Cuba, having received his appoint

ment in January , 1877. He is also engaged in the sale of

groceries, which business he has followed for a long time.

William W. Bean , principal of the union graded school

of Cuba, was born in Livingston county in 1827. He was

a graduate of the Alfred school in 1849. In 1851 he com

menced teaching in Rushford , and afterward went to Pike,

Wyoming county, where he taught school for about twelve

years . His wife was formerly Miss Jane H. Hammond, of

Caneadea. They came to Cuba in 1876. During a period

of eight years Mr. Bean was school commissioner in Pike.

GABRIEL BISHOP, cashier of the Cuba National Bank, was

born in Poughkeepsie, February 27th , 1842 , and came to

Cuba in June, 1865 , from Rochester. His marriage with

Miss Grace H. Chamberlayne, of Cuba, occurred June 12th ,

1877 .

Homer D. Bliss, law student, was born September 7th ,

1857 , at Albion , Erie county, and is a resident of Cuba,

where he has lived since 1866 .

I. Bliss was born in Madison county, in 1814. In 1867 he

came to Cuba . He has had three sons and one daughter.

One of his sons, R. L. Bliss, was killed in the battle ou Fred

ericksburg.

ELMER M. BOND was born April 16th , 1841 , in Farmers

ville, N. Y. October 11th , 1864, he was married to Sophia B.

Smith , of Rushfore. In 1870 Mr. Bond came from Brook

lyn N. Y. to Cuba village , and is engaged in the cheese trade ,

A. H. Burnett, undertaker, was born in Hopewell , Onta

rio county, April 19th, 1828 , and came to Cuba in 1847 .

In 1853 he removed from Cuba, returning to the place in

1864 . He married Miss Mary Jane Smith , of Palmyra ,

N. Y. , July 29th , 1857. Mr. Burnett serves as trustee of the

temperance society of Cuba.

Mrs. Hiram Chamberlain was born in Rushford , Febru

ary 7th , 1832 , and subsequently came to Cuba. She was

married in 1853 to Hiram Chamberlain , blacksmith, who

was killed at the memorable Ashtabula disaster, two years

ago . His loss is mourned by his family, consisting of two

children , and many friends in the town . He was a mason

of high degree .

John B. Cole was born in Rhode Island , April 24th , 1817 .

In 1837 he came to Cuba. Mr. Cole has been assessor for

the last five years. He is a farmer, and owns three hun

dred acres of land .

Ethan G. Crandall was born in Rhode Island , March 4th ,

1798. He has served two terms as representative in the

Connecticut legislature,having been elected in 1849 and 1857 .

He has also been assessor for several years. He was mar

ried to Phæbe Cole. His business is farming. His post

office address is Cuba .

Joseph R. De Kay was born December 9th , 1812 , in War

wick , Orange County, N. Y. He married Anna E. Hyde.

In 1829 he came to Allegany county and settled in New

Hudson , and removed to Cuba in 1847 .

George H. Eldridge, merchant, was born in Greenville,

Bond county , Ill . , July 26th , 1838, and came to Cuba in

December, 1852 , from Jackson county, Arkansas. He served

in the late war as first lieutenant in the 136th regiment N. Y.

infantry , and was subsequently promoted captain and major.

Mr. Eldridge has served as postmaster at Cuba.

Cyrus Ferris was born in Norwich , Chenango county,

N. Y. , and came to Cuba in 1858. He married Miriam W.

Leland, of Vermont . They have had four children . Mr.

Ferris has been assessor. He is the owner of one hundred

and forty acres of land .

F. L. Gleason , general insurance agent, was born in Cat

taraugus county, in 1853. His father, Isaac Gleason , was

an early resident of that county. Mr. Gleason married Miss

Ella V. Chamberlain , of Olean .

C. M. Goodwin , dealer in hardware, established his busi

ness in Cuba in February, 1877. He was born in Andover

in 1845. His father, John M. Goodwin, came to Andover

when a boy, and followed the business of farmer and har

ness -maker. C. M. Goodwin married Miss Mary J. Bates,

a native of Hinsdale , Cattaraugus county .

Samuel A. Guilford was born in Massachusetts , in 1809 ,

and came to Allegany county in 1823. He married Irene

Harrison, of Friendship , in 1832. They have had four

children . Mr. Guilford worked in a saw and grist mill in

Friendship for nine years; then , purchasing land at Cuba, he

removed there and married Laura Eaton, of Cuba, for his

second wife . He has been supervisor and road commis

sioner of the town .

Lyman B. Hardy was born in Rushford, in 1826. In 1866

she came to Cuba. He married Mary A. Baldwin. They

have one daughter. Mr. Hardy has a farm of one hundred

and thirty acres , upon which he lives. During the war he

served in the 8ist regiment N. Y. volunteers.

G. H. Harris was born in Connecticut, in 1853. He came

to Cuba in 1878, where he is at the present time engaged in

the manufacture of cheese.

James Hendryx, a native of Cazenovia, was born August

28th , 1821 , and became a resident of Cuba in 1835 . He is

engaged in farming.

Lemuel T. Hendrix, a life-long resident of Cuba, was

born in 1851. He married Miss Anna Buckman for his

first wife . His second wife was Eunice Tryon. He is the

owner of one hundred and sixteen acres of land and pur

sues the business of farmer and drover.

Aaron Ingalls was born in Lower Canada, in the town of

Dunham , in 1802 , and came to Allegany county in 1823.

He has been a resident of Cuba fifty -one years. He has

been twice married . His first wife was Olive Scott, and his

second marriage was with Cordelia Mallory, of Clarksville .

He is following the occupation of a farmer. He has eight

children—three sons and five daughters.
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EDWARD H. JOHNSON, farmer and owner of two hundred

and eighty acres of land, was born in Canaan , Connecticut,

January 23d , 1798, and came to Cuba in the spring of 1819 ,

from New Berlin, Chenango county. He married Miss Pa

tience Brownell , of Butternuts, N. Y. , November 5th , 1820 ,

and was married a second time February 16th , 1851 , to Miss

Harriet Ayers, of Cuba. Mr. Johnson was commissioned

quartermaster of the home regiment by Governor Wright.

He has served as justice of the peace and supervisor.

Alonzo H. Jordan was born in Cuba, December 13th ,

1825. His father, James Jordan , who died in Cuba in 1870 ,

was a deacon of the Baptist church . Mr. Jordan was as

sessor twelve years. He pursues the occupation of farmer.

J. O. JORDAN was born at Cherry Valley, N. Y. , in 1816 , and

came with his parents to this town in 1824. They located on

the farm now owned by Mr. Davenport, south of the village of

Cuba. Mr. J. (). Jordan was married in 1836 to Helen J.

Powers, of Cuba. He located where he now resides, at

North Cuba, in 1858, on his farm of one hundred acres. His

father, John Jordan, was born at Cherry Valley, N. Y. ,

September 7th, 1793 , and married to Miss Cornelia Hel

mer, who was born in Herkimer county, N. Y. , December

28th, 1795 . J. O: Jordan was their only child. John

Powers, father of Mrs. Jordan, was born August 24th , 1792 ,

in Dutchess county , N. Y. , and located in Cuba in 1826 or

1828 , on the farm now owned by John Briggs, northeast of

Cuba village. Mr. Powers was married July 18th , 1819 , at

Cazenova, N. Y. , to Miss Mercy Webster, of that place,

who was born in Onondaga county in 1798. Their children

were Helen J. , born February 16th , 1820 ; John M., March

21st , 1823 ; and Mercy Amelia, March 16th , 1834 .

Hon . E. J. LOVERINGE was born in New Milford, Litch

field county , Conn. , in 1824. His father, Erastus Loveridge,

was born in 1793 , in Massachusetts. The family came to

Allegany county in the spring of 1855 and located in Cuba,

where Mr. Loveridge's mother died July 16th , 1876. Mr.

Loveridge was educated at Trinity college. After leaving

there he went to Virginia, near Lexington , and taught

school about two years and a half. During the last year

( 1851 ) he commenced studying law , but was obliged to re

move North on account of poor health , He was admitted

to the bar at Rochester in 1853. In the fall of the same

year he went to Castile , Wyoming county , and engaged in

the practice of his profession . He remained there until

May, 1856 , when he returned to Cuba and formed a partner

ship with his brother, M. P. Loveridge, who remained with

him until 1866 , and then removed to Michigan . Mr. E. D.

Loveridge married Miss Frances E. Bartlett, of Granby ,

Mass. Mr. Loveridge has served as town superintendent of

schools in Wyoming county. In 1861 he was elected to the

Legislature, and in 1862 re -elected. He has been president

of the Cuba National Bank since 1869 .

Erastus M. Kinney was born in Friendship, in 1848. His

father, Rufus W. Kinney, came to Allegany county in 1821 ,

and died in April, 1875. E. M. Kinney enlisted in the 194th

N. Y. volunteers April 5th, 1865 , and was discharged in

May, ai the close of the war. He married Miss Emma G.

Hallock, of Cattaraugus county. Mr. Kinney carries on a

harness shop in Cuba, where he now lives . He is the inventor

of the Kinney buckle, which was patented March 30th ,

1869, and of several other useful articles connected with the

harness manufacturing business.

H. A. Meade, deceased , was born in Romulus, Seneca

county, in 1825. When he was three years old he removed

to Ontario county, with his parents. He came to Cuba in

1847 and established himself in the hardware business, in

which he was engaged until his death . He married Miss

Caroline Hatch, sister of the late Judge Wolcott Hatch .

She died in 1852 , and he married for his second wife Miss

Jane Orton of Cuba. Mr. Meade has interested himself

largely in the Presbyterian church and Sabbath - school of

Cuba, having been the leader of the choir of the former

since 1847 , and superintendent of the latter for fourteen

years.

CARTER H. MORGAN was born in Cuba, in 1826 . He was

married to Ruth A. Loveridge for his first wife . He was

married a second time, to Louisa Baldwin . Mr. Morgan is

the son of Samuel H. Morgan, who was born in Vermont in

1786 .

Henry C. Morgan, book -keeper at the Cuba State Bank ,

was born in Cuba, November 3d , 1853. He married Miss

Mae Renwick, of Cuba, August ist , 1878 .

Samuel Morgan was born in the town of Rushford , in 1812 .

Three years later he came with his father to Cuba, and

married Catharine Scott . His father, Colonel Samuel H.

Morgan , was one of the earliest settlers in the county. He

came from Vermont in 1811 . Mr. Morgan has held a com

mission as major in the army of the United States, and has

been assessor and commissioner of highways. He is a

prominent farmer.

James G. Olive, a native of Canada, was born in 1835 .

His father, James Olive, was a native of Ireland . He came

to America about 1808 and died in 1835 , shortly after the

birth of his son . Mr. Olive came to Cuba from Cattaraugus

county in 1859. He married Miss Hannah Wesler, of Cat

taraugus county. She died in 1874. He was married a

second time, to Miss Mary Charles, a native of Ireland . Mr.

Olive's business is that of a blacksmith .

W. Otis Osborne, druggist , was born July 14th , 1875 , at

Marcellus, N. Y. He removed to Ohio in 1835 , and from

Willoughby, in that State , to Cuba in 1841. November 21st ,

1861 , he was married to Ellen J. Bartlett , of Granby, Mass .

He has served as treasurer, trustee and president of the

village .

Joseph Palmer was a native of Hebron, Washington

county, N. Y. , born June 19th , 1798. He was married Au

gust 31st , 1838 , to Mrs. Rebecca McKee, of Pittsburg, Pa.

He came from Warsaw, Wyoming county (then Genesee) .

in 1821 , and became a permanent resident of Cuba in 1826 .

He has been a merchant and lumberman during thirty years.

He was elected supervisor in 1843 , and justice of the peace

in 1844 , which last office he held during three terms . In

1853 he built a brick block, consisting of four stores and a

hall. This was burned in 1871 , and rebuilt in 1872 at a cost

of $30,000 , with five stores and a hall . Mr. Palmer served

as a volunteer in the war of 1812 , and was at the burning of

Buffalo .

COLONEL CALVIN NICHOLAS Oris was born in Onondaga

county, June 23d , 1814. His father died when he was two

years old and he lived with his uncle until he was fourteen,

when he was compelled to begin the battle of life for him

self. Chosing his occupation, he decided to learn the trade

of a carpenter and joiner, and for that purpose went to Au

burn , where he remained about three years, when he re
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moved to Springport, Cayuga county. About a year later

he went to New York to study architecture with Edward J.

Webb . After he had mastered his profession he returned

to Auburn and superintended the erection of the Cayuga

county court -house. He then returned to New York and

completed his studies and came back to Auburn, where he

taught a drawing school. He next went to Geneva, where

he superintended the erection of the Geneva Medical Col

lege and Trinity Church. In February, 1846 , he went to

Buffalo to build St. John's Church. He established himself

as an architect there and remained until 1861 , when he went

to Washington and solicited and received permission to

raise a brigade in the name of Gustavus A. Scroggs. In

furtherance of this project the rooth regiment N. Y. infan

try was recruited, of which Colonel Otis was appointed

major. Afterwards he was promoted to the lieutenant col

onelcy . When McClellan's army retreated to Yorktown, he

was appointed commandant of the fatigue party. July 1st ,

1863 , the colonel resigned his commission and went back to

his profession. In 1864 he was nominated on the Republi

can ticket as candidate for comptroller of the city of Buffalo,

but was defeated by the election of H. W. Rogers. The

colonel pursued the duties of his profession , and was subse

quently selected as the architect of the asylum for the blind

at Batavia. In 1869 , through the publishing house of Messrs .

G. P. Putnam & Son , Colonel Otis published a book under

the title of “ Sacred and Constructive Art: Its Origin and

Progress." In 1870 he removed to Cuba, where he has since

resided .

Dr. Enos PALMER was born in Bennington,Vt.,March 18th ,

1805. He was married in Barre , Orleans county , N. Y. , Octo

ber 28th , 1827 , to Miss Artemesia Otis. He studied medi

cine at Auburn, N. Y. , with Dr. Frank Hamilton , and came

to Cuba in 1839, where, in the following year, he established

a drug store. He practiced medicine from that time nearly

up to the time of his death, which occurred March ist , 1860 .

J. F. Parker, painter and carriage maker, was born in

1815 , in Monroe county . His father, John Parker, was a

native of Vermont. Mr. Parker married Miss Ann Vedder,

a native of Herkimer county. They have had three chil

dren , of whom only one is now living .

William J. Penny, dealer in dry goods , was born August

24th , 1834, in Ithaca, N. Y. He came from Belmont to

Cuba in 1868. His father had moved from Ithaca to Alfred

Centre in 1836 , and Mr. Penny began business at Belmont

in 1858. He was at one time in company with C. S. Whit

ney and afterwards with J. H. Browning Mr. Penny was

married July 28th, 1875 , to Mina A. Willard at Cuba .

WARREN O. PHELPS was born in Hector, N. Y. , Septem

ber ist, 1845 , and came to Cuba in November, 1859. He

is engaged in farming and milling. July 12th , 1869 , he was

married to Louisa A. Brown , of Hinsdale, N. Y.

C. J. Reynolds was born in New Hudson , in 1848 .

father, Luther J. Reynolds, was born in Massachusetts. His

mother was formerly Miss Catharine M. Hall . He is the

proprietor of a hotel at Cuba.

Levi A. Reynolds , retired farmer, was born in Geneva,

Cayuga county, June 22nd , 1804. September ist , 1825 , he

married Miss Catharine Graff, of Montgomery county.

They came to Cuba December 20th , 1833 , from Lansing,

Tompkins county. Mr. Reynolds has served as justice of

the peace for nineteen years.

Luther J. Reynolds was born July 6th , 1806 , in Wind

ham , N. Y. In 1820 his father moved to Allegany

county and settled on the State road, nine miles north of

Angelica . September 14th, 1831 , Mr. Reynolds was mar

ried to Catharine M. Cole of Angelica. He has long been

known as a lumberman and hotel-keeper, and was fifteen

years a major of militia in the 95th regiment, under General

Calvin T. Chamberlain .

SAMUEL M. RUSSELL was born in Canajoharie, Mont

gomery county, N. Y. , February 14th, 1808. His parents

were from Massachusetts and Connecticut. They removed

from Montgomery county to Hume, Allegany county , in

1810 , bringing with them the subject of this sketch . The

country was then nearly a wilderness, with little means for

young Russell's education, except as he was taught by his

father and mother, who were well educated and informed .

From the age of twenty he attended Middlebury Academy,

in Wyoming county, for about three years, where he obtained

a fair and substantial education . He then taught school a

few years, and finally entered upon the study of the law in

the office of the Hon . Timothy H. Porter at Olean , Catta

raugus county, N. Y. , with whom he pursued his legal stud

ies for about four years . Mr. Porter having been elected

to Congress , Mr. Russell then left Olean and entered the

law office of the Hon . George Miles at Angelica , Allegany

county, N. Y. , where he pursued legal studies for upwards

of two years. On the 13th of January, 1837 , he was admit

ted as an attorney of the Supreme Court by Chief Justice

Samuel Nelson . On the 29th of October , 1841 , he was ad

mitted as counselor at law by Judge Nelson . On the 14th

of January, 1837 , he was examined and admitted as solic

itor in chancery by R. Hyde Walworth, chancellor of the

State . On the 27th of September, 1867 , he was duly admit

ted and licensed in the United States Courts. During the

time of his practice of the law he has held by the governor's

appointment several offices, among them the offices of Su

preme Court commissioner and master and examiner in

chancery . On the ist of December, 1842 , he was appointed

postmaster at Cuba, which office he held for eight years

under the administrations of Tyler and Polk. He settled

in Cuba March ist , 1834. On the ist of June, 1834 , he

married the second daughter of Doctor Gilbert B. Cham

plain , a sister of the Hon . Marshall B. Champlain, and has

ever since quietly pursued his profession and discharged the

duties of his several offices, and still remains vigorous and

in good health .

Mrs. E. H. Robinson was born in New Hudson . Her

father, Reuben Hurd , a native of Vermont, was a Presby

terian clergyman , and was an early preacher for the church

of Cuba, and was pastor of churches in Tompkins and

Genesee counties. Charles P. Robinson , Mrs. Robinson's

husband, was born in Bath, Stuben county, and came with

his parents , when a child, to Cuba. His occupation was

that of a merchant, but in his younger days he was engaged

in teaching school. He died in 1865 .

Rev. V. A. Sage was born in Monroe county, in 1839 .

He graduated from Rochester University in 1863 , and from

Rochester Seminary in 1867. He married Miss Wealthy

R. Little, of that city. His father, Allen Sage , died when

V. A. Sage was a child ; his mother survived him about

eight years . Mr. Sage came to Cuba April 1st , 1875 .

ABEL M. Scott, deceased , was born August 29th , 1814,
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ABEL M. SCOTT , 'DECEASED " STEPHEN MAXSON , M.D. CUBA , N.Y.

Dr. Stephen Maxson , of Cuba , N. Y. , (the subject of this biographical sketch ) was

born in Hopkinton , R. I. , in 1810. His early education was received at the common

schools of his native village , but this not affording intellectual food to satisfy his

craving for learning, he attended the high school at Westerly , where he completed a fair

course of literary training,

When only seventeen years of age he came with his father and family to Allegany

county , N. Y. , and the following year commenced the study of medicine with G. B.

Champlain , M. D. , at Cuba. After remaining two years with his preceptor he went

to New York and entered the office of the celebrated Dr. Mott. He remained in the

office of this noted surgeon and of Dr. Alexander H. Stevens, receiving from them

valuable daily instruction until his graduation, which was in the spring of 183a .

Soon after his graduating he was appointed resident physician to the Chamber

street , N. Y. , cholera hospital, which position he continued faithfully to fill during

that fearful scourge of the epidemic which visited New York city in that year.

After the epidemic had subsided, in the winter of 1832, he returned to Cuba and

entered into partnership with his old preceptor, Dr. Champlain, and in the following

year he marrried a daughter of his partner, sister of the late attorney - general Hon .

M. B. Champlain .

Dr. Maxson is naturally a student and devoted to his chosen profession. He feels

the office of physician to be the most responsible position in life, and he has been

impelled by his conviction to devote a life to its study. Always kind and charitable

from a feeling of duty, he renders his services to rich and poor alike, and now , not

withstanding his advanced age, he is never deterred from the performance of his profes

sional duties by any vicissitudes of weather. To relieve human suffering is his great

desire.

In 1853 he was appointed inspector of medicine to the New York custom house, and

was also associated with the medical corps to the marine hospital on Staten Island .

He retained this position four years , adding largely to his professional knowledge and

experience .

He entered the army as surgeon in 1863 and was assigned to duty at Baltimore. In

the next year he was ordered to the army of the Potomac, and did surgeons duty with

that army until 1865 , when he was again ordered to Baltimore. He remained at the

Jarvis hospital in that city until the close of the war .

His long and varied experiences have fitted him for every emergency in his profes

sion . He has successfully performed all the most difficult and dangerous operations in

surgery , but it is his knowledge from long experience at the bedside of the sick , which

is the most valuable . He is now the oldest living member of the county medical sa

ciety , and has filled all of its offices. He enters with zeal into everything connected

with his profession. While he discusses questions with great energy and force, he

always maintains friendly relations with his professional associates. His cases reported
and articles written for medical journals have been extensively copied. He is now , at

an advanced age , actively engaged in the practice of his profession . Few have had

his opportunities for acquiring valuable knowledge, and few have made better use of
their opportunities.

F.L.SIBLEY.
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at Victor, Ontario county. He removed from Henrietta,

Monroe county, to Cuba in 1827 ; in May, 1837 , was mar

ried to Miss Harriet N. Morgan, who is supposed to be

the oldest woman living in Cuba who was born in the

town . Mr. Scott formerly kept a hotel . He served as as

sessor and commissioner of highways nine years . He died

September 2nd, 1878.

I. N. Sheldon, manufacturer and wholesale dealer in

dairy products, was born in Hinsdale, Cattaraugus county ,

January 28th , 1841 , and subsequently became a resident of

Cuba.

C. D. Shepard was born in Friendship , in 1854. His

father, Cortland P. Shepard, a resident of Cleveland , O. ,

is a native of Cattaraugus county. Mr. Shepard is engaged

in the study of medicine, which he began in 1874, with

Doctor J. C. Young, of Cuba.

FREEMAN L. SIBLEY was the son of Isaac Sibley and

Mary C. Burbank, his wife . Isaac Sibley was born in Sut

ton , Mass., in June, 1784, and died in Cuba in December,

1853 . He was a direct descendant in the fifth generation

from John Sibley, of St. Albans, Hertfordshire, England,

who settled in Salem , Mass. , in 1629 , only nine years after

the landing of the “ Mayflower ” and the first settlement at

Plymouth . John Sibley was a member of the general

court of Massachusetts. Freeman was married in Septem

ber, 1842 , to Lucia A. Morgan , daughter of Colonel Samuel

H. Morgan and Lucy Culver, his wife. The fruit of this

union was two sons and one daughter, who with the widow

survive him and reside at Cuba. Colonel Morgan and

wife came from Rutland , Vt . , to this county in 1810, and

located in Rushford . They moved to what is now the town

of Cuba in 1814, where they afterwards resided. Colonel

Morgan died in 1843 ; Lucy C. Morgan in 1861 .

Daniel B. Sill was born March 26th , 1832 , in Franklin

ville, N. Y. He was married February 25th , 1856, to Me

linda L. Baker, of Ischua, N. Y. Mr. Sill , who is a promi

nent cheese and lumber dealer, came from Rushford to

Cuba in 1871 .

Andrew Smalley was born in the town of Wirt, in 1833.

He came to Cuba in 1861 and married Sarah M. Van Allen,

of Livingston county. He has two children , a son and a

daughter.

Frank G. Stebbins, editor of the Cuba Patriot, was born

in Hanover, N. Y. , July 9th , 1836. He was married to Mary

M. Holmes, of Bradford , Pa. , August 20th , 1861. He came

to Cuba in June, 1862 , from Gowanda, N. Y. Mr. Stebbins

has been trustee of the village of Cuba, and is connected

with the United States mail service.

L. B. Stowell was born in Friendship, in 1840. He mar

ried Marian E. Middaugh . Mr. Stowell is a well known

farmer and breeder of thorough -bred cattle.

Rev. John C. Taylor, pastor of the Presbyterian church

of Cuba, was born in 1833 in Penn Yan, Yates county, where

his father, William Taylor, was among the early settlers.

The lat.er was a native of Orange county. Mr. Taylor's

grandfather, James Taylor, was a Revolutionary soldier. His

mother was Margaret Coleman , a native of Pennsylvania .

Rev. Mr. Taylor is a graduate of Union College, Schenec

tady , and Andover Theological Seminary, of Massachusetts,

and was ordained in 1862. He came to Cuba January ist,

1875. His wife was Miss Sarah Life, a native of Virginia.

They have one son , George W. Taylor.

R. B.Tuller, dentist , was born in Cortland county , in 1845 .

His father, Newton Tuller, was born in Connecticut. R. B.

Tuller served during the war in the 136th N. Y. volunteers

(infantry) , and participated in twenty -four engagements,

during a service of three years . His rank was that of a

musician , and he was afterward promoted to drum -major.

He married Miss Tilla A. Simpson, of Pennsylvania . In

1876 he opened dental rooms in Cuba.

Orlando J. Warren, a life -long resident of Cuba, was born

in 1854. He married Frances Crandall, of Little Genesee.

His grandfather, Drury Warren , was one of the early set

tlers.

G. Whipple, dentist, was born in New Hudson, in 1848,

and came from that place to Cuba in 1872. He was married

in 1871 to Miss Lucy Ann Peters, of Rushford . He com

menced the practice of his profession at Ridgeway, Pa. , in

1869. His father, Benjamin Whipple, came to New Hud

son at an early date. His mother's maiden name was

Marsh . She was a native of Vermont.

Joseph D. Witter was born in Wirt, in 1843. He married

Ada F. Hamilton . They have four children . They re

moved to Cuba in 1870.

* )
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THE TOWN OF FRIENDSHIP.

Nhis History of Western New York Rev.

James H. Hotchkin states that the settlement

of the town of Friendship " was commenced in

1805 , by Samuel Wardell, Esq., upon a lot

which now composes the western part of the

village of Friendship. He cut the road by which

he arrived at his lot, ” and erected the first frame

building, which was a barn . “ 'Squire Wardell ” is well re

membered by many of the older residents of the town and

village . According to the records of the Holland Land

Company the first iand taken up in the town of Friendship

was articled to Simeon Gates , William Burnett, James

Green , Seth Marvin , William Higgins and Levi Couch in

1806 .

As nearly as can be ascertained , Higgins, Green, Marvin

and Couch did not become permanent residents of the town .

Higgins afterward lived on the river road in Angelica.

Green removed to Cattaraugus county before the close of the

year 1806 , and not long afterward Marvin went southwest

into McKean county and located near the site of Smethport.

Couch , it is said , " went west down the river.” Burnett

lived on the flat land south of Judge Utter's residence.

Gates became well known in the town, and will receive

further attention in the proper connection. He moved in in

June, 1807 , accompanied by Zebulon Gates. John Harrison

came at the same time.

Peter Frier and Henry Utter came in 1808. The latter

came from Delaware county. In August, 1809 , Josiah and

John Utter and Aaron Axtell came. The Utters were from

Otsego county and they and Axtell were the first settlers on

the south branch of Van Campen's creek . Settlements had

teen made at this time in different parts of the town by

Elisha Strong, Edward Brines, John Higgins , Samuel

Wardle and Lemuel Haskins . Aaron Axtell and his son

Harvey had come in the year before, the former purchasing

three hundred acres of land and hiring a clearing made and

a log house put up, in which J. J. Stebbins has since lived .

His land extended to the township line . Josiah, better

known as Captain, Utter was the father of Judge Utter. Ad

am R. Renwick came from Geneva, Ontario county, in 1810 ,

and Ambrose Willard from Massachusetts, in 1812. The first

settler east of the Townsend Flats was Dr. Pearse, who

came in 1812 with a family of three sons, Benjamin ,

Levi W. and Alonzo . Levi W. now owns and lives on the

old farm . Benjamin Pearse, now nearly eighty years of

age , is a resident of the village . Justin Cook came from an

eastern county the same year and located on the farm now

owned by William Colwell , says James Smith , one of the

early settlers in the north part of Wirt .

Benjamin Crabtree, father of Daniel Crabtree, came

from Amsterdam , Montgomery county, in 1813 , and set

tled in the town . He was born in Massachusetts in 1770 and

died in Friendship in 1848. His son removed to Amity in

1837 .

Samuel Gold and his father, Talcott Gold, became resi

dents of the town in 1813 and 1814. It is said the former

came first, and purchased sixty acres of land of Zebulon

Gates, who held an article for one hundred and sixty acres

from the Holland Land Company. Talcott Gold came

June ist , 1814. He became prominent in town affairs and

was the first town clerk . His daughters became the wives

of Ira and Chauncy Cotton, Obadiah Rouse and Lorenzo

Dana, all of whom were early settlers . Samuel Gold was

killed by the fall of a tree while chopping for Elisha Strong

June 18th , 1814. Obadiah Rouse and Samuel and John

Thomas came in with Gold .

Another who came in 1814 was Chester Scott, from New

Hampshire. In 1815 Ira Cotton bought seventy acres from

Zebulon Gates. Ebenezer Steenrod , from Delaware county,

came in 1815 , and William Niver in 1816 ; and Cotton

moved his family in during the year. Caspar Niver was

also an early settler. In 1818 Hugh J. Higgins came from

Angelica , where he had settled twelve years before . John

W. Baxter settled in the town in 1820, according to the

statement of his son Henry. He had served in the army

in the Revolution, and came from Montgomery county on

foot, carrying a heavy knapsack all the way and an ax

newly handled and ground part of the distance .

by the Buffalo road to Canandaigua and thence by Geneseo ,

Mount Morris, Nunda and Angelica to Friendship. With

the assistance of some of his former Montgomery county

neighbors (Daniel, son of Samuel Crabtree, who then lived

above the narrows of the south branch of Van Campen's

creek ; Justin Cook and Michael Shultz, on the Colwell

place, and Joseph Sturrough , on the Joel Scott farm , he fin

ally selected lot number 9 , in the southeast portion of the

town . Mr. Baxter was the father of Professor James Bax .

ter, of the Baxter University of Music, and Henry Baxter,

well known in this section .

The first settler on the farm wirere the north school

house now is was Russel Porter, in 1821. William Mapes,

from lo , Yates county, settled on the farm south of the

Porter lot . Joseph Gorton was an early settler on the next.

farm west from Porter's. Another early settler was a Mr.

Preston .

In 1822 Henry Sortore settled on the north hundred acres

of lot number 1 , and David Braman on part of lot nun

Sortore had two sons, Henry, jr. , and Stout Sor

tore, who lived on the farm many years. In December,

1823 , the year after his arrival , Sortore was found frozen to

death in the road near where the cheese factory now stands.

ber 17 .
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During 1822 Job Scott came in from New Hampshire, and

J. J. Stebbins from Columbia county . Justus Scott, also

from New Hampshire, came in that year, and Rufus Scott

grandfather of Colonel Rufus Scott , of Belmont), another

early settler, probably moved in about the same time. He

was a leading citizen of the town to the date of his death .

In this year, also, Martin Butts, from Vermont, settled in

Friendship . He removed to Belfast at the end of two years,

and about eight years after his first settlement he returned

to this town , where he remained six years, and then went

south into Bolivar.

John Sinclair moved on to the Joshua B. Witter farm in

1823. He came from eastern New York . Rev. Chester

Coburn was an early settler and pastor of the Baptist church.

William Colwell , from Dansville, Livingston county, also

came into the town at a comparatively early date .

David Townsend first cleared the land where the Witter

chestnut orchard now is , in 1824. Among other early set

tlers was D. F. Carnahan , a former resident of Chenango

county , who came in 1827 .

A few years of tranquil enjoyment had increased the num

ber of settlers at Friendship, while unremitted industry upon

a prolific soil had diffused throughout the valley most of the

necessaries, many of the conveniences, and some of the lux

uries of life . Abundant food and clothing were enjoyed in

nearly every dwelling. Numerous herds of cattle were seen

grazing upon the surrounding hills , and meadows were

spotted with flocks of sheep . The fats , nearly cleared ,

yielded fair crops for the amount of seed that was sown .

School - houses were erected in many districts . The Sab

bath was kept with some degree of strictness . Congregated

in convenient places, the people listened to sermons ; prayer

ascended to the Most High for grace in spiritual matters and

His protection in their secular concerns.

cate to the effect hat he had no further claims upon the

property, therein described, and requesting the agent of the

company to procure and furnish to the purchaser a deed

for the same on his paying into the land office the wholesale

price of the land , say seventy - five cents an acre, with ac

crued interest." In 1821 Mr. Ellicott resigned his agency

and was succeeded by Jacob S. Otto, who continued the

understanding with King.

The first man who bought land of King was John W.

Baxter , who purchased and paid for three hundred and

sixty- four acres in 1820 . After he had selected the land,

with the aid of some of his old Montgomery county

neighbors, as has been stated , Baxter started on foot for

Batavia for the purpose of negotiating for its purchase.

Pike , in Nunda Hollow , Wyoming county , he stopped at the

tavern then kept by King, and while there told him the pur

pose of his journey ; whereupon King stated that he had

made a verbal agreement with Mr. Ellicott for the purchase

of that very piece of land with others, and that he would

sell it to Baxter and give him his receipt for the purchase

money and assure him a title . Baxter declined to purchase

of King till he had first seen the agent and satisfied himself

that the former had control of the land , but agreed to deal

with him if the result of his inquiries at Batavia was satis

factory . Receiving the assurance of Mr. Ellicott that King

had actually bought the land , and that a contract had been

made out for it and was ready for delivery to him , Baxter

returned to Pike and concluded his negotiations with King.

Encouraged by the success of this initial venture, King re

solved to prosecute the land speculation vigorously, and

soon moved into Friendship and caused an opening to be

made in lot number 1 , adjoining a clearing of thirty - five

açres that Baxter had made, and the body of a substantial

log house to be erected upon it . These improvements had

advanced so far by the 4th of July, 1820 . May and

June had been remarkable for very dry and hot weather.

Baxter's new chopping was in good burning condition , and

it is related by his son that he was resolved " it should burn

at once . He accordingly flashed some powder in the pan

of his gun - lock against some cry rotten wood and soon

started a fire. With the assistance of the men who were

working at King's house, and that of his own choppers , he

soon had the whole chopping on fire." It was surrounded

by a dense green forest, and the fallen trees , the leaves and

other debris on the ground were as dry as tinder ; and Mr.

Baxter asserts with the evident enthusiasm of a redeemer of

the wilderness lands that it burned “ beautifully." When

they supposed all danger from the fire past the men went

to their camp for refreshment . Returning at nightfall to

observe the progress of the burning, they discovered that

King's new house was burned to ashes.

Gradually King's operations became more important, and

within a year or a year and a half embraced the territory

now included in Friendship and several adjoining towns .

It is probable that through his exertions more people settled

in Friendship in 1821 and 1822 than during all the time

before since settlement began ; but , as is inevitably the

result of such speculations, much dissatisfaction arose on the

part of the purchasers, who, though they obtained their

lands from King at a less price than similar lands could be

bought for direct from the company, were un ing to pay

the company for them in order to obtain a deed after having

A LAND SPECULATOR .

a

The speculator seems to be a natural product of the soil

of the United States. At all times and at all places he has

been found buying and selling and trying to make money

out of something. He was in Friendship at an early day in

the history of the town . He was known as Colonel King,

though his Christian name was Samuel, and he speculated

in land . He made it his business to get settlers on the

lands in the town , and was so successful that he is said to

have been instrumental in doubling its population in a few

years. Joseph Ellicott , who was local agent of the Holland

Land Company in 1819 and 1820 , proposed to sell King by

contract a large amount of land at wholesale prices, with a

nominal consideration in hand. The manner in which he

transacted his business has been thus described by Henry

Baxter, a son of John W. Baxter, who has been mentioned

as having settled in the town in 1820 :

“ Lands had been sold by township at fifty cents an acre .

Colonel King probably had to pay something more . The

price, however, was no secret . It came out in every trans

action when the settler finally got a deed for his land . The

purchaser would make a contract with King for his land at

two dollars an acre, perhaps, with a payment down and the

balance in from three to ten annual installments , with

interest annually on the whole amount unpaid. When al

was paid except what King was to pay at the land office, he

would take up his contract and give his purchaser a certifi
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igencies of improvement demanded cross - roads were opened

ed to connect them and render neighborhood travel con

venient .

TAVERNS.

paid King. Mr. Otto died in 1826 and was succeeded by

Daniel E. Evans, who in the following year discontinued

the arrangement with King and adopted a general plan for

the modification of land contracts . In consequence of this

measure King allowed a large amount of the poorest and

least desirable land to go back to the company.

James Reed , afterward “ Elder " Reed , was Colonel

King's agent , it being his duty to show lands to new comers

and to survey them and make contracts for their sale .

HARD TIMES AND HIGH PRICES.

The first tavern in Friendship was opened in May, 1808 ,

by Simeon Gates, who was the pioneer purchaser of land

from the Holland Land Company in the town. Owing to the

lapse of time , it has been almost impossible to glean mate

rial from which to write a connected history of the tavern

interests of the town in the early days. In his Reminis

cences of Friendship and Vicinity," Henry Baxter stated

that " soon after opening the State road Hugh J. Higgins

then a young man with a young wife, commenced the busi

ness of keeping tavern " on his farm . “ Ira Hickcox kept a

tavern on the Crandall place, a short distance west of the

Nile road . Elisha Strong lived in a log house on the south

side of the road , a little further west than where the old

Strong mansion now stands. He kept tavern there when

the tide of emigration for the West poured its stream along

that road . Mr. and Mrs. Strong * stated

that they were there during the cold season of 1816 — the

year of the ' famine '—and that it was not uncommon at that

time to sell bread for a dollar a loaf." Other houses of en

tertainment have since been built at the village of Friend

ship, which will receive due attention in the proper connec

tion . It may well be imagined that hotels were neither

plenty nor elegant in the country in the early days. They

stood in the woods. The roads between them were rough ,

and in some places scarcely passable . The Hugh J. Hig

gins stand , already mentioned , was in a clearing none too

large, and as late as 1825 there was a pine forest from

there to Hyde's tavern in Amity , broken only by an open

ing where Alpheus Wakefield lived .

* * * *

One of the results of the rapid settlement of the town

was a demand for breadstuffs which was greatly in excess of

the products of the cleared land ; and from this demand and

the inability to supply it grew high prices, and wheat was

worth two dollars a bushel and other grain in proportion.

It has been remarked that the destitution of some of the

settlers who were comparatively comfortable was of a degree

which could not fail to excite the people of the present day

to deeds of charity. Every habitable building was occupied

by new comers, and every new comer rendered the subsist

ence of all who had preceded him still more difficult. There

more mouths to feed ” and there was still less food

per person . The men were obliged to make trips into the

adjoining counties to procure food for their families . Mr.

Baxter states that further north , where the causes which led

to the general destitution of the settlers were not fully un

derstood , the people “ used to make fun " of his father and

his neighbors for living where there was so much destitution ;

for it appeared strange to them that there should be such a

lamentable scarcity of provisions if the land was ordinarily

productive. He denominates the influx of settlers during the

period of Colonel King's most successful operations as " a

rush such as is seen after striking a big spouter in a new

oil field .”

were

MILLS AND OTHER MANUFACTORIES.

EARLY ROADS.

The first grist - mill in Friendship was erected by Aaron

Axtell and Sylvanns Merriman in 1810, on the old Merri

man place on the south branch of Van Campen's creek,

about half -way between Friendship and Nile . Merriman

was Axtell's son -in -law , and was afterward county judge of

Allegany county . In 1815 Othello Church erected a grist

mill where the village now is , on the site of the " old

factory.” The Baxter grist -mill was built by Colonel Samuel

King in 1825. Ebenezer Steenrod built the first saw -mill,

in 1815 , and the first carding -mill and cloth -dressing estab

lishment the following year. The first distillery was built

by ' Squire ' Wardell on the site of Cosane Thurston's house,”

says Childs in his Allegany county directory.

66

The first settlers in Friendship came in by way of the

creek , and they built their cabins and began their improve

ments in close proximity to its course . This accounts for

the presence of old orchards on the south side of the creek

below the village , where William Barger, Edward O'Brien

and others settled . At what date they came in we have

been unable to learn . They came from Painted Post up the

Canisteo to Hornellsville, thence to Baker's Bridge, or Elm

Valley, and thence in a westerly course, or by way of the

present route of the Erie railway to Friendship . It is

stated by early settlers that the first road in the town was

opened from the point where the road over the hill from

Amity strikes Van Campen's creek , along the south bank to

the present site of the village of Friendship, and that it was

in constant use until the opening of the State road in 1815 .

The sluices and bridges were not made till afterward . When

Dr. Pearse came, in 1816 , he made a road for himself from the

creek road to the place where his son Levi W. Pearse now re

sides . Not long after the opening of the State road the road

to Dr. Pearse's , of which Mill street in the village of Friend

ship forms a part, was opened to the public and continued

to the Justus Cook farm , on nearly the same ground it now

occupies. As settlement advanced and other portions of

the town were taken up , roads were made as they were re

quired north and south of the State road , and as the ex

INTEMPERATE HABITS.

It is probable that the last mentioned establishment,

which was followed later by others of the same character,

did as much toward retarding substantial progress in the

town as any five of the other manufactories aided it , and

more to render the early settlers unfit to meet the stern de

mands on their strength and energy , inseparable from pio

neer life , than any five other influences could have done ;

and while we shall speak somewhat at length concerning the

prevalence of intemperance in the town in the early days

and its power for bad , we shall do so more because the ex

perience in Friendship was but a type of the experiences of
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a

newly settled localities at that time, than because Friendship

was remarkable for the intemperance of its people. The

following facts, which we are assured are entirely reliable,

are condensed from Mr. Baxter's “ Reminiscences of Friend

ship and vicinity ," to which we are indebted for a good deal

of information embodied in the early history of the town :

“ Everybody used whiskey more or less and its use soon pro

duced habits of idleness . Almost every afternoon numbers

of men could be seen about the places where it was sold,

engaged between drinks in pitching quoits, wrestling, fight

ing or running horses. In time these idle habits so grew on

the men that only a few could be seen industriously apply

ing themselves to their business more than four days out of

six , and it was the better class of the drinkers who did as

well as that. Although the habits of the people were by no

means extravagant - wooden dishes being common and few

families having knives, forks , crockery or anything that had

to be bought, and all making their own clothing entirely,

and doing without everything that was not " home-made, "

except a few of the simplest indispensables -- the free use of

whiskey, which was of home manufacture and cheap, tended

to make this distressing state of existence still worse.

large item in merchants ' accounts with their customers was

whiskey. It would be amusing," wrote Mr. Baxter, " to

look over some of the old account -books I have seen in my

timeand read : John Doe, Dr. to i pint of whiskey, 6 cts . To

i quart of whiskey, 1212 cts.' " In view of this prevalent

habit of intemperance it is not to be wondered at that many

farmers did not thrive as well as they could have desired , or

that their failure to produce good crops resulted disastrously

to the country round about. There were as many as four dis

tilleries at one time in operation within the present limits of

Friendship.

The farming was poorly done. “ Nothing was done well or

in season . Seed was not sorted , but was sowed as it was har

vested. Spring wheat would be largely mingled with oats

and smut. Corn was thought to be an impossible crop ex

cept on the creek flats , and there it was nothing to brag of.

Peas were raised , but somehow they would run out after a

few seasons." Many contracts for lands were allowed to

lapse with no other payment made than the first one. A

contract could be renewed at the original price upon pay

ment of interest in arrears , but in a few years the interest

would be so large as to render payment impossible, and in

consequence many were obliged to relinguish their contracts

and abandon such improvements as they had made, when in

most cases closer attention to business would have enabled

them to pay both principal and interest , as their more indus

trious neighbors managed to do.

were

collector and make further payments on their land . This

they might have done had not nearly every man in the

town raised enough grain for himself and a little to sell ,

which could not be sold because there was no demanc for

it at home and no facilities for conveying it to the markets

of the outside world . As the impossibility of realizing a

profit from farming was thus practically made manifest, it

became apparent that some other kind of traffic must be

resorted to ; and the resource which presented itself most

readily as the most available was the manufacture of and trade

in “ black salts," which was sold to the early merchants at

two dollars : ind a half to three dollars per hundred weight.

Stephen Smith and William Colwell, to whom reference

will be made hereafter, built asheries in which pot and

pearl ash were manufactured from ashes, buying of their

store customers in exchange for goods as much ashes as

they could get , paying as much as a shilling a bushel for

good house ashes and less for field ashes, according to qual

ity and their degree of purity from dirt. Later, the Hol

land Land Company arranged with Peter Ten Broeck , of

Farmersville, Cattaraugus county, to go among the settlers

and buy their cattle, giving them in payment receipts to

apply on their obligations on their land contracts, the

amount so paid being endorsed to their credit. This gave

every industrious settler a chance to pay for his land at

least. Soon other men , encouraged by the success of Ten

Broeck , who sold the cattle in Philadelphia, went into the

trade, and as the result of competition the settlers we

enabled to obtain a fair price for their live -stock and realize

considerable money from its sale . Some ready money

could also be got from the sale of pine boards after mills

were in operation and frame buildings began to replace log

ones, and later much lumber was sold to men who rafted it

to market by way of the Allegheny river . “ Of course, " said

one pioneer, speaking of these times, “ at the price pine

lumber brought in those days it took a good deal of hard

work to get a dollar out of it , but it was clear ahead of burn

ing the timber on the ground for ashes to make black

salts;" and still later it was much more profitable, while at

the present time many of the younger men would esteem

themselves very fortunate could they possess the timber

that their fathers burned to get it out of the way .

SHIFTING POPULATION — A LESSON IN FARMING.

From about 1827 to 1835 there were many changes of

location among the settlers, “ for better or for worse , " and

to a certain extent these changes resulted in a new set of

inhabitants, with a decided improvement in the general thrift

and intelligence of the people. Michigan had by that time

become the objective point of nearly all the uneasy and dis

satisfied people in the Eastern and Middle States, and large

n'imbers of the inhabitants of Friendship went to Michigan,

even at the sacrifice of fair prospects at home, many of

them turning over their property to their creditors or selling

it for less than it was worth . Of course those who remain

ed , who were mostly thrifty and industrious and contented,

profited by this exit , and many new comers were able to

establish themselves in the town at an advantage . The

business of distilling became unprofitable, and all four of

the distillers went out of business one after another. Farm

ing began to be conducted in a more thorough and system -

atic manner, under the influence of the example of some of

9

PIONEER MANAGEMENT.

The make -shifts of the pioneer days were few and sim

ple. For some years it was no easy matter for even the

more industrious of the settlers to obtain money to make

payments on their land contracts. The settlers almost in

variably came into the town poor. When they had made

the first payment on their land, cleared a portion of it and

made a few other necessary improvements, they had little

left except what was essential to the comfort of their fami

lies until they could raise their first crop, on which they de

pended with some show of reason to subsist and save

enough from year to year to meet the demands of the tax
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the new settlers , who demonstrated that there were possibili

ties of successful agriculture in Friendship which had

hitherto been unrecognized.

Among these thrifty new comers was Solomon T. Scott ,

who came from Italy, Yates county, in 1831. He settled

on the old Sturrough farm , which Sturrough had sold to ,

Mr. Scoby and Mr. Scoby to Amos Coykendall, and which

Scott bought of Coykendall. " It was supposed gen

erally," says Mr. Baxter, “ that the place was so poor

that a good farmer could hardly afford to take it as

a gift, and I do not believe that Scott paid much for it . He

brought some very nice pork with him from Italy , and a

neighbor remarked to him that the next pork he had as

good as that he would have to send to Italy for . “ No, sir, '

said Uncle Sol ; ' I can raise as good pork in Friendship as I

can in Italy or any other place. “ But whai will you fat

your pork on , Mr. Scott ? ' ' I will fat it on corn , peas,

pumpkins and potatoes, just the same as I have always

done . ' ' But where will you get your corn ?' Uncle Sol was

a man that talked pretty loud when he was in earnest, and

he now answered with much emphasis: ' I will raise it!' ” His

querist was by no means convinced , but he said no more ,

thinking he would take his revenge when Uncle Sol had

failed to raise corn , as he surely must if he tried it at all .

And he raised corn there, on that poor old worn - out farm ,

and besides having enough to fat his pork on he had a little

left to sell to a neighbor if he wanted it , for pay ' . He raised

peas year after year that were good , and winter wheat that

was free from rye and chess and cockle and smut, and

spring wheat that was not mixed with oats and other foul

stuff. He made no secret of the theory of his success — he

planted good seed , he cultivated his land well , he did every

thing in its proper time , and enriched his farm with fertili

It was a practical lesson that was not lost on his

neighbors.

King, 1854 , 1855 , 1857 , 1862 , 1863 , 1865 ; Roderick Steb

bins, 1858-61 , 1873 ; George W. Robinson, 1864 ; Abijah J.

Wellman , 1866-72 ; Robert A. Scott, 1874 ; W. Ward Rice ,

1875 , 1876 ; Asher W. Miner, 1877 , 1878.

The following have been the town clerks : Talcott Gold ,

1815-32 ; William Bradley, 1833-37 ; Martin Scott, 1838 ;

William H. King, 1839 , 1852 ; Asher W. Miner, 1840 ; Alfred

Scott , 1841 ; Andrew C. Burdick, 1842 , 1843 ; Jarvis Strong,

1844 ; Lemuel H. King, 1845 ; Jacob J. Stebbins, 1846 ; Al

mon M. Hoskins, 1847 , 1848 ; John F. Olney, 1849 ; E. B.

Wingate, 1850 ; Thomas Clarke, 1851 ; Ira D. Hartshorn ,

1853 ; William A. Hart , 1854 , 1855 , 1858, 1859 ; Judson Co

burn , 1856 , 1857 ; Sidney P. Morse, 1860 , 1861 ; Warren

Scott , 1862 , 1863 ; Charles L. Howard , 1864 ; Prosper Mil

ler , 1865 ; Theron Cross, 1866 , 1867 ; William H. Scott , 1868 ,

1870, 1871 , 1873 ; Cassius C. Lewis, 1869 ; Robert E. Mid

daugh, 1872 ; Perry Allen , 1874 ; Frank Fairbanks, 1875 ; W.

A. Wilcox , 1876 ; Charles S. Lane, 1877 , 1878.

The official schedule for 1879 was as follows : Supervi

sor, S. M. Norton ; town clerk , Frank L. Dayton ; justice,

Samuel C. Cotton ; commissioner of highways , Theron

Cross ; collector, James H. Warner; assessors , William M.

Steenrod, full term , Benjamin Robinson, vancancy ; over

seers of the poor, William Davie, George Moore; inspec

tors of election , Frank B. Church , Frank E. Fairbanks ,

constables, James H. Warner, John M. Makee, Fred P.

Merriam , Legrand Vars, Edward A. Watson ; game consta ;

ble , Herman Rice ; town sealer, W. Ward Rice .

The town contains 22,760 acres of land . The assessed

value of real estate is $734,515 ; of personal property $ 238,

686. The amount of tax , according to the report of the

proceedings of the board of supervisors for 1878 was $ 2,

839 , county ; $ 2,120.57 , State, and $629 , town ,

The population of the town at different periods since 1830

has been as follows : 1830 , 1,502 ; 1835 , 1,764 ; 1840, 1,244 ;

1845 , 1,401 ; 1850, 1,675 ; 1855 , 1,838 ; 1860 , 1,889 ; 1865 ,

1.725 ; 1870 , 1,528 ; 1875 , 1,871 .

INITIAL EVENTS.

The first marriage celebrated in the town was that of

James Sanford and Sally Harrison in 1809. The frst white

person born in the town was Sherman Haskins , in a sugara

camp, in 1808. According to French's Gazetteer, the first

death was that of Hattie Friar in December, 1806 .

The first school was taught by Pelatiah Morgan in the

winter of 1810-11 . There was no school-house at that

time, and we have been unable to learn where Morgan's

school was taught. The primitive school -house was erected

on the George Skiff place, a little previous 10 1816 , and the

second where William Townsend's barn stands. Obadiah

Rouse was an early school teacher.

Samuel Vary held the first religious services in 1810 in a

barn which stood on a lot now owned by John Van Horn

Public worship was held occasionally at an early date by

Rev. Robert Hubbard , of Angelica . In 1815 he organized

a society as a branch of the Presbyterian church of Angelica .

The members were Talcott Gold and wife , Mr. Hokum and

wife and Mrs. Ira Hitchcock. In the absence of a preacher

the people frequently met in the school- house and listened

to the reading of a sermon by one of their number. Not

many years after the organization of the society mentioned

above , a Methodist circuit was established in Friendship

zers.

Civil HISTORY.

Friendship was formed from Caneadea, March 24th, 1815 .

At that time it embraced not only its own present territory,

but that now comprised in the towns of Cuba, Bolivar, Wirt,

Clarksville and Genesee . Its area was reduced by the or

ganization of Cuba, February 4th , 1822 ; Bolivar, February

15th , 1825 ; and Wirt, April 12th, 1838. The other towns

mentioned were set off from these at a later period.

As nearly as can be determined from the records the first

town meeting was held April 7th , 1815 , “ at the school

house . ” Ebenezer Steenrod was chosen moderator and

Samuel Derby clerk .

The first town officers were as follows : Supervisor, John

Higgins ; town clerk , Talcott Gold ; assessors, William Hun

gerford , Sylvanus Merriman and Samuel Derby ; collector,

Ira Hickox ; constables, Timothy Hyde and Ira Hickox ;

commissioners of highways, Elisha Strong, Bethuel Clark

and Ebenezer Steenrod .

The following are the names of the successive supervisors:

John Higgins, 1815 , 1816 ; Samuel Derby, 1817-19 ; Sylva

nus Merriman, 1820-25 ; Asa Lee Davidson, 1826 ; Josiah

Utter, 1827-37 : Samuel S. Carter, 1838 ; Martin Scott , 1839 ;

1840 , 1842 ; Galen B. Everts, 1841 ; Henry Baxter , 1843 ; Lu .

ther Stowell , 1844 ; William Pardy, 1845 ; William H. King,

1846 , 1848 ; Samuel C. Cotton , 1849 ; F. L. Stowell , 1850 ,

1851 ; Jerome B. Harrison , 1852 , 1853 , 1856 ; William H.



DAIRYING IN FRIENDSHIP-NILE SEVENTH -DAY BAPTIST CHURCH . 277

and some of the adjoining towns, and there was stated

preaching in the town every two weeks .

Dr. Pearse and Doctor Dana came into the town about

the same time and both practiced at an early day . Dr.

Pearse did not live many years, however, and Dr. Dana en

joyed a very extensive practice for a considerable period .

THE DAIRY INTEREST .

How the almost boundless woods which covered the town

when settlement began gave way to fields of waving grain

has been outlined in previous pages ; how much of the land

formerly devoted to cultivation has been diverted to sub

serve the purposes of butter and cheese manufacture is re

membered by some of the youngest of the adult population.

At the present time Friendship takes high rank as a dairy

town . According to the census of 1875 , the average num

ber of milch cows kept in 1874 was 1,369 , and in 1875 , 1,358 ;

the number of cows whose milk was sent to the factory was

1,116 in 1874 , and 1,084 in 1875 ; and the number of pounds

of butter made in families in 1874, 61,176 ; cheese, 510 ; milk

sold in market, 2,600 gallons.

NILE.

This is the name of a pleasant village near the southern

boundary of the town . It was described in 1859 as con

taining a church, three mills and forty dwellings . As an

evidence of its prosperity since that date it will only be

necessary to state that it contained in 1878 about fifty

dwellings, a church, a cheese factory and a convenient

number of stores and harness, shoe, blacksmith and carriage

shops.

South Branch Corners (now Nile village) , the gift of Lewis

Titsworth , of New Jersey, for the purpose to which it was

devoted . Though poor in purse, the members began the

work of building, and in a few months the house was com

pleted, being a building thirty by forty feet square, plain

and comfortable , unincumbered by debt . Soon after the

completion of the house there was a large ingathering , forty

seven uniting with the church in one year. In 1828 some of

the members were dismissed to form a church in Bolivar,

now the village of Richburgh. In the winter of 1832 Elder

John Greene severed his connection with the church, and in

June of the same year W. B. Gillette was called to the min

istry of the gospel, and ordained by Revs. John Greene ,

Joel Greene and Spencer Sweet . He arranged to preach in

this church half the time and the rest of the time in other

places. He continued to labor seven years, during which

time there were twenty -one added to the membership. In

the fall of 1839 Mr. Gillette was called to a church in Mid

dlesex county, N. J. , and Elder Zeurial Campbell be

came his successor, and remained four years , when he went

to Wisconsin . During his labors about fifty were added to

the church . In the month of May, 1845 , A. A. F. Ran

dolph was ordained as an administrator in the church . He

continued in that relationship a few years and then went

to Crawford county, Pa. In 1848 Elder B. F. Rob

bins became connected with the church. Being engaged

in business, he was never called to the pastorate, and

after a few years was excommunicated for heresy in advo

cating the speedy coming of Christ, the sleep of the dead ,

materialism and the annihilation of the wicked .

In 1851 thesociety disposed of their house of worship and

the land upon which it stood , and built the one they now

оссиру. It is located in the village of Nile , two miles

south of Friendship. Its size is thirty- two by forty feet , with

a quarter gallery , and a steeple of two sections with a

small spire, and it will seat comfortably about two hundred

people.

Soon after Elder Robbins left the charge, the society

called to the pastorate Elder J. C. West, formerly of New

Jersey. He came in 1858 , and remained seven years, when

he removed to Minnesota, after which Elder Leman Andres

served the church one year, and was succeeded by Lewis

A. Platts, a young man from Milton College, Wisconsin , who

in July, 1866 , was ordained by Revs . Nathan Hull , Jona

than Allen , Nathan Warden and Leman Andres . He re

mained three years, when he removed to New Jersey.

During his pastorate there was an accession of thirty -four

members to the church by letter and baptism . The pulpit

was supplied until June, 1875 , by J. L. Hoffman, B. F.

Rogers, U. M. Babcock and other students from Alfred

University. The next pastor was Rev. Leman Andres,

who served the church one year. In November, 1876, Rev.

W. B. Gillette, the present pastor, was called, and has since

been laboring with the people among whom he began

his ministerial labors in 1831 .

The congregation consists of about forty families, mostly

farmers. The whole number of persons who have been

connected with the church since its organization is four

hundred and eighty -four. The total membership is one

hundred and thirty - six , there being about one hundred resi

dent members. The present church clerk is Lewis H.

Kenyon.

THE SEVENTH - DAY BAPTIST CHURCH OF NILE .

Abraham Crandall , a resident of what is now the west

end of the village of Friendship, was the founder of this

church. Through his influence a number of families of

Seventh -Day Baptists purchased and settled on land in the

town . The first families of that faith who came settled in

1821 , most of them locating in the south part of the town

as then organized , on territory since set off in the town of

Wirt . Among the number may be mentioned the names of

Smally, Wigden , Crandall , Maxson , Allen , Wheeler, Ayres ,

Kenyon, Coats , Clark , Green , Truman, Randolph, Mes

senger, and others. Some of these families remain where

they first located .

In 1824 a council of ministers was called to organize a

church . Pursuant to this call they met at the house of

Henry Smally , in the town of Friendship, and organized a

regular Seventh- Day Baptist church with a written constitu

tion , covenant and articles of faith , consisting of thirteen

members, as follows : Abraham Crandall , Samuel Yapp,

Mary Yapp, Nathan Truman, Cary Crandall , Mehetabel

Crandall , Benjamin Wigden, Mary Wigden, Edith Ayers,

Micah F. Randolph, Anna F. Randolph, Elizabeth Noble ,

and Henry P. Greene . The council was composed of the

following ministers : W. B. Maxson , Eli S. Bailey, John

Greene and Amos Saterlee.

In 1825 Elder John Greene settled in the town and be

came the pastor of the church , the membership of which

gradually increased so that in less than two years it num

bered over fifty. In 1827 the society obtained a lot of

land containing one-half an acre at what was then known as

а
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BURIAL PLACES.

The first death in the town occurred in 1806 , that of

Mehitabel Friar. The first interment in the old cemetery

adjoining the Baptist church was in May, 1823 , the bodies

being removed from the village lot on which William Col

well now resides . Othello Church donated the plot ; it is

now in a crowded and neglected state . A few burials were

made at an early date on land now owned by W. D. Ren

wick , all traces of which have disappeared . There is a

small cemetery on East Hill known as Sortore's . The first

burial was that of Henry Sortore in December , 1823 , the

land being covered with standing timber at that time . In

1852 the town purchased one and a half acres of land of

Samuel C. Cotton in the western part of the village ; the

first interment here was in April , 1852 , that of Miss

Bigelow, and the same day occurred that of Mr. A. A. Coon .

This ground proves inadequate, and the citizens are about

opening a new burial ground at a suitable distance from the

village .

The Catholic burying ground was purchased and opened

in 1878, and is situated near their new church . The first

burying ground that was opened to the public is at Nile

village.

FRIENDSHIP'S OFFERING TO THE UNION CAUSE.

The following are records of volunteers from the town of

Friendship who fought and most of whom died in the civil

)

war :

)

Prof. J. Hatch, enlisted July 10 , 1862 ; received a cap

tain's commission in the 130th N. Y. infantry ; went into camp

at Portage, N. Y. , Aug. 18, 1862 ; joined his regiment at

Suffolk, Va. , Sept. 12 , and died of fever Dec. 21 ; buried at

Friendship Dec. 27 , 1862 .

William M. Marion , enlisted in Sept. , 1861 , in Co. C , 85th

N. Y. infantry ; was captured at Plymouth , N. C. , April 20 ,

1864, and eleven months in southern prison pens ; died at

Goldsborough , N.C.; buried at the Union cemetery, Raleigh ,

N. C.

Lieutenant Samuel N. Sortore, enlisted in 1861 in the 5th

N. Y. cavalry ; was in service three years ; re -enlisted in

1864 ; shot near Centreville, Va.,at the head of his company ;

buried on the field .

John D. Sortore , enlisted in the 5th N.Y.cavalry in 1861 ;

served one year and was discharged ; re -enlisted in 1862 in

the 136th N. Y. infantry ; died from the amputation of a

limb at Elmira ; buried at Friendship .

Charles W. Sortore, enlisted in 1863 in the ist N. Y. Dra

goons ; was injured at the battle of the Wilderness and died

in hospital at Philadelphia; buried at Philadelphia.

Charles A. Miner, enlisted in Sept. , 1861 , in the 5th N. Y.

cavalry ; was killed at Winchester, Va. , in 1864 ; buried at

Friendship .

Charles C. Steenrod, enlisted in July, 1864, in the ist

N. Y. Dragoons, in Co. F ; at Todd's Tavern May 7th , 1864 ,

his first engagement , he was foremost in the fight and was

shot through the heart ; buried on the field .

George Voorhees , enlisted in 1863 in the 85th N. Y. in

fantry ; was captured at Plymouth April 20, 1864 ; died in

Andersonville Aug. 23 , 1864 .

Edwin R. Voorhees, enlisted in 1861 in the 85th N. Y.

infantry ; was captured at Plymouth April 20, 1864 ; died in

Andersonville Oct. 25 , 1864.

Eva d Voorhees , enlisted in 1862 in the 136th N. Y. in

fantry ; was shot at Resaca, Ga. , in 1864, and buried on the

field .

William O. Church, the only son of a widowed mother,

enlisted in the 136th N. Y. infantry in Aug., 1862 , and was

killed at the battle of Resaca, Ga . , in the summer of 1864 ;

buried on the field .

James Bruedon, enlisted in 1862 in Co. K, 136th N.Y. in

fantry ; was killed near Atlanta , Ga., in 1864 ; knowing the

treatment accorded to Union prisoners, he told his comrades

he would never surrender, and when called upon by the

enemy to do so he emphaticaily refused and was shot down ;

buried on the field .

Addison Howell , enlisted in Co. K, 136th N. Y. infantry,

in 1862 ; was killed at the battle of Chancellorsville in 1863 .

Perry Smith, enlisted in Apr. , 1861 , in the 23d N. Y. infantry ;

died near Arlington Heights, Va . , in 1862 ; buried at Ar

lington Heights.

Alick Matthews, enlisted in Co. K, 136th N. Y. infantry,

in Aug. , 1862 ; was mortally wounded at the battle of

Resaca in 1864 .

John Eldridge , enlisted in Apr. , 1861 , in the 230 N. Y.

infantry ; re - enlisted in Jan. , 1864 , in the ist N. Y. Dragoons ;

was killed at Trevillian Station , Va. , in 1864 .

Jefferson Scott , enlisted Apr. 21 , 1861 , as a private in Co.

B, 230 N. Y. infantry for two years ; re -enlisted in Jan. , 1864 ,

as a private in Co. F , ist N. Y. Dragoons ; was wounded in

the battle of Cold Harbor, and died Jan. 18, 1864 ; buried

at Friendship .

Newton Rew , enlisted in the 5th N. Y. cavalry in 1861 ;

was captured in 1863 , and died in Andersonville in Mch . ,

1864 .

William Mandeville , enlisted in the 85th N. Y. infantry in

1861 ; was captured at Plymouth Apr. 20, 1864 ; died at

Andersonville Aug. 21 , 1864 .

Jerome Taylor, enlisted in Sept., 1861 , in the 85th N. Y.

infantry ; was captured at Plymouth , and died at Anderson ville

July 19 , 1864 .

Marshall Strong, enlisted in the fall of 1861 , in the 85th

N. Y. infantry ; was captured at Plymouth, and died at Ander

sonville .

Stillman Baker, enlisted in the 5th N. Y. heavy artilery

Dec. 1 , 1863 ; was killed by the cars while on his way from

Parkersburg to Harper's Ferry, Va .

Frederick Osborn , enlisted in 1861 , in the 230 N. Y. in

fantry ; re - enlisted in 1863 , in the 5th N. Y. cavalry ; was

killed at Piedmont, Va. , June 5 , 1864 , and buried on the field .

Levander Phillips, enlisted in 1861 , in the 85th N. Y. in

fantry ; died at Meridian Hill in 1862 ; buried at Nile .

Ocellas Lanphearse, enlisted in 1861 , in the 85th N. Y.

infantry ; was captured at Plymouth Apr. 20, 1864 , and died

at Anderson ville .

Chauncey Stebbins, enlisted in 1861 , in the 85th N. Y.

infantry ; was captured at Plymouth Apr. 20, 1864, and died

at Andersonville, Aug. 22 , 1864.

W. Henry Potter, enlisted in 1861 ; was captured at Ply

mouth, Apr. 20, 1864 ; died at Andersonville, May 9, 1864.

Wallace Clapp , enlisted in 1863 , in the 85th N. Y. infantry ;

died at Frendship in 1864 .

Francis Henry, enlisted in 1863 , in the 5th N. Y. artillery ;

died in a hospital at Elmira, in Feb. , 1864 ; buried at Nile.

G. B. Tanner, enlisie i in 1861 , in the 85th N. Y. infantry ;
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Palsey Madden enlisted in the ist Dragoons; died in

prison .

Charles K. Wilton enlisted in the 85th N. Y. infantry ; died

at Andersonville.

Julius Crandall enlisted May 21 , 1861 , in the 27th N. Y. in

fantr "; died at Fairfax Court-house.

Alvordo Eastman enlisted in the 136th N. Y. infantry ;

died at Fairfax , Nov. 14 , 1862 .

W. P. Carmer enlisted in the 150th Pa. infantry, Aug. 29 ,

1862 ; died in Jan. , 1864 .

FRIENDSHIP VILLAGE .

was captured at Plymouth, and died at Andersonville, June 7 ,

1864.

George Phelps, enlisted in 1862 , in the 85th N. Y. infantry ;

was captured at Plymouth , and died at Anderson ville .

Silas Clark , enlisted in 1862 in the 85th N. Y. infantry ; was

captured at Plymouth and died at Andersonville .

Perry V. Sisson , enlisted in 1861 in the 85th N. Y. infantry ;

re -enlisted in a cavalry regiment , was captured and died at

Andersonville , Aug. 20 , 1864 .

William D. Bradley was captured at Plymouth, N. C. , Apr.

20, 1864 ; was at Andersonville, Millen , Charleston and

Florence eleven months; was not an enlisted soldier , but

took up arms and was captured ; died at Fortress Monroe in

March, 1865 .

Ira Basset , enlisted in 1862 in the 13th heavy artillery ;

died at Norfolk, Va . , Oct. 9 , 1864 ; buried at Friendship.

George Dallas , enlisted in 1864 in the 31st infantry ; was

killed in Virginia in 1864 .

Henry C. Morgan, enlisted in 1861 in the 5th N. Y. cav

alay ; " record unknown."”

George Coon, enlisted in 1862 in Co. K, 136th N. Y. in

fantry ; discharged at the close of the war ; died in Dec. , 1872 ;

buried at Friendship.

Dewitt Voorhies, drowned in the Shenandoah at Snicker's

Gap .

James McCarthy, killed at Trevillian Station , June 12 ,

1864, when sixteen years of age .

T. S. Ballard , enlisted in Co. B, 189th N. Y. infantry;

“ record unknown ."

Alpheus Vare ; record unknown.

Erastus Pardy, enlisted in 1861 in Co. K, 85th N. Y. in

fantry ; was captured at Plymouth, and died at Andersonville,

July 14 , 1864 .

Daniel Sortore, enlisted in Co. F, 104th N. Y. infantry ;

died at Salisbury , Feb. 14 , 1864 .

A. Hassard , enlisted Aug. 14 , 1862 , in the 1o9th N. Y.

infantry ; died Nov. 4, 1864.

James B. Pierce , enlisted in 1861 ; died at Nashville, Tenn .,

in 1862 .

H. S. Piper, enlisted in 1861 ; died at Roanoke Island,

April 20 , 1862 .

Robert H. White, private , Co. F, 3d Wisconsin cavalry;

enlisted Oct. 23 , 1863 ; died Jan. 20 , 1874 .

Charles McOmber, enlisted Apr. 21 , 1861 , in Co. F , 23d

N. Y. infantry ; was killed at Fredericksburg, Va . , in 1862 ,

and buried on the field .

Talcott B. Cotton , enlisted in April, 1861 ; served through

the war and died at Friendship.

Captain Charles R. Cotton enlisted in April, 1861 , on the

first call for three months men ; re - enlisted for the war in

Aug. , 1861 ; was killed at Pleasant Hill , La ., April 9, 1864,

and buried on the field .

Le Roy Rogers enlisted Sept. 16 , 1864 , in the 89th N. Y.

infantry , Co. F ; died at Hinsdale , Nov. 5 , 1873 ; buried at

Friendship

George Snyder enlisted Aug. 13 , 1862 , in the 136th N. Y.

infantry, Co. K ; was wounded in Georgia ; buried at Louis

ville, Ky .

Zachariah Barber enlisted in Aug., 1862 , was wounded at

Gettysburg , and died in hospital at Washington.

William L. Howard enlisted in Scio ; died in Jan. , 1863 ;

buried at Nile .

In 1816 where the village of Friendship now is was a

dense pine forest, excepting a small space in front of where

the Baptist church stands, where there were two log houses.

The public road from Belvidere to this place passed

along the south bank of Van Campen's creek to near where

Lewis Utter now lives ; thien crossed and ran on the north

bank to the old factory ; thence through what is now called

Mill street, and joined the present State road near a log

house built and inhabited by Ezra T. Peters . This house

has since been succeeded by a frame building, used for a

hotel for many years and now occupied by R. Stebbins , M. D. ,

as an office and dwelling. The road from Angelica to

Olean via Friends ! : ip and Cuba was surveyed by Moses

Van Campen as a State road in 1815 .

About the year 1820 or 1822 Colonel Samuel King built a

large two - story hotel on the corner of Walter and Main

streets, opposite the residence of J. D. Hartshorn . A large

barn and shed for the accommodation of his many guests

was built on the lot where Mr. Colwell's garden now is .

Deacon Truman Hill kept the hotel , and it was said that it

was the largest and most commodious house in this section

at that time. It burned down in 1828 or 1829. The site

remained unoccupied for several years. It was expected

that the hotel would be rebuilt, but the time of rebuilding

never came , and now the business of the place has left that

part of the village and moved up town . Where the residence

of the late General George W. Robinson (the old store of

William Colwell now stands was a large two- story barn , which

was moved back and the western part of the present build

ing was built, but before being finished was sold to William

Colwell , who converted it into a store and occupied it as

such for many years. Mr. William Colwell served as over

seer of highways for several years in the village district,

where there were many large pine stumps to be removed .

He, not working himself, furnished as a substitute a jug

of whiskey. The workmen would be on hand at an early

hour, work late in the afternoon , and it was remarkable how

stout their teams were in the latter part of the day - the

custom has changed.

Othello Church had built his grist - mill and saw -mill

where the old factory now stands.

Antiquarians say the grist-mill was a low ,narrow building,

that stood crosswise of the race and covering it ; the roof

of the shore gable end projected over far enough to cover

a narrow platform , that was about as high as a wagon box ,

and the wagon and team also . The stones were on a level

I
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with this platform, but the grists came out of the mill be

low , and had to be carried up a flight of stairs in returning

them to the platform of the mill . Samuel S. Carter came

into possession of this mill shortly before the death of Mr.

Church. He removed the grinding apparatus and put in.

carding and cloth dressing machinery.

Peter G. Chapman was one of the early builders of

Friendship . Under the direction of a Mr. Davidson ,

Hollis Scott and Mr. Chapman , the present Baptist church

edifice was completed in 1825. He built for himself the

house that William A. Hart now occupies, and resided

there many years.

Stephen Smith occupied as a store the building that

Smith Church now resides in ; his ashery stood where A. J.

Williams's barn now is . Mr. Smith built what used to be

known as the “ old brick store," early in the history of the

village. It burned down in April , 1868. It was occupied

as a dry goods store and post-office at that time . Smith re

moved to Cuba after a few years . Othello Church built a

two- story frame house where the American Hotel now is .

Mr. E. Fairbanks came in possession of it , and added to

the old house, making a three - story building, which burned

down in the fall of 1875. In the summer of 1876 he built on

the old site a three -story brick building, now used as the

American Hotel , which proves to be an ornament to the

village . In 1842 Damon Church built a large flouring and

grist mill near which used to be his father's residence .

Colonel Samuel King in an early day built a grist -mill in the

eastern part of the village, now owned by J. L. Baxter. A

Mr. Kirkpatrick worked it for years. There was a very re

markable spring of water in the basement, and he kept a

bottle of the “ oh-be- joyful” hard by for the benefit of

his many customers; he could make them believe in going

home that they had a larger grist to carry than the one

they brought.

Rufus Scott kept hotel and store where L. N. King lived

so many years. Whiskey in those days was 3 cents per

drink . The landlords thought perhaps their pockets could

be quicker filled by selling for 5 cents. About this time one

of our citizens was at the pump in front of the hotel . A

stranger came along and asked , “ Is this the direct road to

Cuba ?” “ Five cents a drink,” said our friend . Sir, I said

nothing about drink . I asked is this the direct road to

Cuba ?" " Just the same across the way—5 cents a drink . ' '

The stranger drove on , and left our friend pondering over

his drinks .

In 1851 William Colwell and Roswell Spear purchased of

Doctor Lorenzo Dana his village lot , and laid out the same

in lots suitable for building on .

The Methodist church , built in 1853 , was the first church

edifice. The Universalist church came next , in 1855 .

The dwelling house used by Mr. Dana was moved to the

rear of the lot to make room for Price & Bradley's and C.

L. Howard's stores.

with people who were destined to witness the most destruc

tive conflagration that ever visited Friendship.

The fire started over the kitchen in the dwelling of Doctor

E. H. Willard, on Main street, and in a few minutes com

municated to the residence of Mr. Middaugh, on the east,

and the new store of Doctor Willard, on the west, occupied

by E. F. Bard & Co. , grocers, and as an office by Doctor

Willard & Son . Two small buildings near by, belonging to

H. Gorton , were torn down, but the advance of the fire was

not to be so easily checked. It seized upon the grocery store

of F. E. Fairbanks & Co. , and soon afterwarris made its way

into Scott's block, the first floor of which was occupied by

Scott & Rowley and M. Scott & Son , the second floor as the

residence of R. V. Scott and family and as a office by S. M.

Norton , attorney. The American Hotel took fire next, and

was burned down in half an hour. It was a large wooden

building. The hotel barns and two others were destroyed .

The Friendship Academy building was at one time given up

as lost , the roof being on fire in several places . It was only

through the exertions of the students that it was saved from

destruction . It was only by the most strenuous efforts of

the citizens that the dry goods store of W. A. Hart, the

grocery store of Higgins & Lewis, the millinery store of

Rowley & Scott, the wagon shop of George Tompkins and

the residence of Johnson Higgins were saved .

A telegram was sent to Wellsville requesting the assistance

of the fire department of that place , but the engine company

did not arrive until the fire was under control .

Many of the leading citizens urged the immediate organ

ization of a fire department in the village . Despite the

warning conveyed by the fire above described , which de

stroyed many thousands of dollars ' worth of valuable prop

erty, the measure has never been effected.

BUILDING AND IMPROVEMENTS.

6

The Friendship Academy was built in 1848, and has been

a very successful school .

In 1870 S. P. Morse built a two - story brick hardware store

on part of the lot formerly owned by Ezra , T. Peters, more

recently the Orange church lot . In 1871 J. E. Wisner pur

chased a part of a lot owned by L. A. Hickok, along the

line of the Erie railroad , and opened a street commencing

at the junction of Erie and Church streets , extending west

to the planing - mill and foundry . On this street are many

fine residences .

The First National Bank block was erected in 1875 , and

there are not many better furnished buildings outside of the

cities .

The Mansion House was completed in 1877. Martin

Scott & Co. built a two - story brick store on the site of the

old frame one burned down in the fall of 1875. George W.

Robinson built his store and banking office adjoining the

American Hotel and M. Scott's store, in 1876. The build

ing occupied by Howard and Price & Bradley was erected

in 1876.

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK.

The First National Bank of Friendship was the pioneer

banking association in Allegany county under the national

currency act . It was organized February ist, 1864, with a

paid -up capital of $55,000, which was increased during the

following November to $75,000. The present surplus fund

is $22,000 .

FIRES IN FRIENDSHIP .

Previous to the conflagration of September 28th , 1875 ,

there were no sweeping fires in the village, though isolated

buildings were burned from time to time . About half-past

eleven o'clock on the night of the day mentioned , the citi

zens of the village were aroused from their slumbers by the

cry of fire, and in a short time the streets were thronged
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BAXTER

UNIVERSITY OF MUSIC .

(ESTABLISHED IN 1853. )

UNIVERSITY

EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM ,

The great pioneer institution of musical

sciences for the people . Complete in every

department of musical learning, voice and

instrument ; theory, practice , exegesis and

culture . Full educational courses for grad

uation in reading, writing and rendering

musical thought in the music of the Church,

the Parlor, the Orchestra and the Band ;

and Schools of Virtuosity for specialties

of public and other individual performance.

This system of musical education com

prises a full school formula ; graded stud

ies, daily instruction and all instruments

for practice in its own buildings ; and is

believed to be the first complete organiza

tion of musical learning ever opened to

public opportunity, and has undoubtedly

already educated a greater number of the

people to an enlightened use and under.

standing of music than any other.

JAMES BAXTER, Pres't.

Yourstruly

GumiBey
ton

.

NA

Residence of JAMES BAXTER, BAXTER UNIVERSITY of MUSIC, Founded 1853.

FRIENDSHIP, N. Y.
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The first board of directors consisted of the following

named members . William Colwell , Stephen W. Cole, Hugh

J. Higgins, George W. Robinson , Morris C. Mulkin , Ira D.

Hartshorn , William H. King, Asher W. Miner and Abijah

J. Wellman .

The first president chosen was George W. Robinson , who

served in such capacity until succeeded by Asher W. Miner,

February 14th, 1870. Mr. Miner still holds the position .

William H. King was made vice-president February 14th ,

1870 .

Abijah J. Wellman has been cashier from the date of

organization to the present .

This institution has uniformly been remarkably fortunate

in its management, having never yet met with a serious

joss.

Its soundness successfully withstood the test of the panic

of 1873. All demands were promptly paid upon presenta

tion throughout those memorable dark days when most of

the banks of the country were compelled temporarily to

suspend currency payments , and to certify customers '

checks instead .

The banking house is one of the most substantial , com

modious and conveniently arranged structures in western

New York .

Its vault and burglar- proof safe , with time lock , were

constructed with all modern improvements , and with es

pecial reference to the safe keeping of its funds and securi

ties .

The following are the names of the present board of di

rectors : Asher W. Miner, William H. King, William Col

well , Stephen W. Cole , John B. Cole , Jacob O. Price , Isaac

Prosser, Albert F. Wells and Abijah J. Wellman.

The charter was granted June 18th , 1851. The following

is a full list of officers as organized under the charter :

George W. Robinson, W. M.; John F. Olney , S. W.; Jer

emiah Hatch , J. W.; Obadiah Rouse, treasurer ; P. Harts

horn . secretary ; E. B. Wingate, S. D.; Sidney Rigdon, J. D.;

B. H. Pearse , S. M. of C.; John Utter, J. M. of C.; Edwin

Graves, tiler .

The lodge was organized with nine charter members , as

follows :

George W. Robinson , John F. Olney, Jeremiah Hatch,

Sidney Rigdon , E. B. Wingate, Obadiah Rouse, B. H Pearse,

Solomon T. Scott, Luther Stowell . The following are the

names of the successive masters :

Jeremiah Hatch, John F. Olney, Obadiah Rouse, E. B.

Wingate, Martin Scott , Jehial Wasson, A. E. Willard , J. B.

Harrison , Warren Scott, B. L. Wright, W. M. Steenrod, R.

McQueen, J. Parish , M. McCormick, R. E. Middaugh, R. A.

Scott, Don McClure and R. V. Scott.

The present officers are as follows : A. E. Willard , W. M .;

H. P. Allen , S. W.; S. M. Norton , J. W.; William H. Scott,

M. D. , treasurer ; Don McClure, secretary ; Robert A. Scott,

S. D.; B. C. Lanning, J. D.; F. E. Fairbanks, S. M. of C.;

W. H. Hart, J. M. of C.; A. F. Taylor, T.

The present membership is eighty- five.

The lodge meets on the first and third Saturdays of each

month at the lodge room on Main street, opposite the First

National Bank .

ODD FELLOWS.

LODGES.

MASONIC .

Van Campen Lodge I. O. O. F. , No. 288, was organized

December 2nd , 1870, with the following named chartermem

bers : W. M. Stewart , William H. King, J. Parish , E. B.

Wingate, W. A. Hart, L. M. Steenrod and J. M. Makee.

The following were the first officers :

W. M. Steenrod , N. G.; J. Parish , V. G.; William H.

King, secretary ; W. A. Hart, treasurer .

The successive noble grands have been as follows :

Linus Paine, J. Parish , Marshall Scott , Sidney P. Morse,

R. R. Helme, L. M. Steenrod , W. H. H. Gillette, W. H.

Scott , James H. Howard , W. M. Steenrod , J. M. Makee,

H. P. Allen , E. H. Willard , W. H. Flint and J. O. Price.

The present officers are A. J. Gilbert, N. G.; David Lane,

V. G.; M. W. Potter, secretary ; J. O. Price treasurer, and

E. S. Fuller, per , secretary .

The membership of the lodge April ist, 1879, was fifty

four. The lodge is out of debt and has $500 in the treas

ury . Regular meetings are held Tuesday evening of each

week .

FRIENDSHIP LODGE E. O. M. A.

Allegany Lodge, No. 273 , F. & A. M. was organized

under a charter from the M. W. Grand Lodge of New

York, which bears date January 22nd , 1817 , and is signed

by M. W. Brother De Witt Clinton , the grand master. 'The

following named brothers are nominated in the charter as

the first officers of the lodge:

Sylvanus Merriman , W. M.; Samuel Darby, S. W.; John

Higgins, J. W.

The jewels of this lodge were preserved by W. Brother

Obadiah Rouse from the time it closed its labors until the

organization of Allegany lodge , No. 225 , and are now in use

by that lodge . The charter of the old lodge ( No. 273)

was preserved by Brother Rouse from the time it closed its

labors until March 18th , 1871 , when it was presented by

him to Allegany lodge, No. 225 , and is now framed and hung

up in the rooms of that lodge.

This lodge was obliged to discontinue its labors during

the time of the anti -masonic crusade .

Allegany Lodge, No. 225, F. & A. M. was organized

under a dispensation from the M. W. grand master, and

held its first meeting April 12th 1851 , with the following

officers present:

George W. Robinson , W. M .; Josiah Utter, S. W.; Jere

miah Hatch, J. W.; John Utter, treasurer ; Obadiah Rouse,

secretary ; Solomon T. Scott , tiler.

A lodge of the Empire Order of Mutual Aid was insti

tuted at Friendship April 18th , 1879, by D. D. G. President

D. F. Gardner. The following officers were installed : Past

president, J. W. B. Horner ; president, F. E. Fairbanks ;

vice -president, F. L. Oliver ; secretary , L. B. Scott ; treas

urer, M. L. Engle; chaplain, S. S. Hamilton ; I. G. , L. E.

Flint ; 0. G. , A. F. Taylor,

SIDNEY RIGDON, THE MORMON LEADER .

Friendship was for about thirty years the home of Sidney

Rigdon, one of the most prominent and influential of the
founders of the Mormon church . He was born in 1793, in
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for we

St. Clair township, Allegheny county, Pa . He early showed

a fondness for reading, especially of a religious character,

and turned his education in the direction of the ministry.

He also disclosed a strong ambition for leadership and for

oratorical power and influence, which may have been a

controlling motive in his subsequent course . In 1819 , being.

then in Ohio , he was ordained by a presbytery consisting of

Rev. Messrs. Clark, West, Bentley and Otis. In 1822 or

1823 he became pastor of a Baptist church in Pittsburg,

but in a few months was deposed for heretical utterances.

He thereupon became a follower of Alexander Campbell,

who was then founding his sect, and preached in Ohio, " advo

cating the ecstasies of religious supernaturalism ,spiritual gifts ,

miracles and the necessity of daily revelations from on high .”

It was in September, 1823 , that Joseph Smith, a young

man living with his father in what is now Wayne county,

N. Y. , first pretended to have seen an angelic vision in which

he was told that in a bill in Manchester, Ontario county,

was buried a divine record of the aborigines of America,

and of God's dealings with them . Four years later, as

Smith asserted , an angel delivered to him this record , in the

form of small, thin , golden plates, which he was enabled to

read by a pair of spectacles of miraculous power accom

pinying them . As he read aloud behind a screen ) Oliver

Cowdery wrote out the inspired narrative. This production,

which is the Mormon bible , was printed in 1830. The first

third of it was immediately recognized as a rehash of a

mythical account of the American aborigines, deducing

them from the lost tribes of Israel , written by one Solomon

Spalding, who moved to Pittsburg in 1812. Spalding had

intended to publish his story as a record found in a

cave in Ohio, and for this purpose had placed it in a

printing office in Pittsburg, where Sidney Rigdon was em

ployed . Rigdon made and preserved a copy of it . One of

the first disciples of Joseph Smith was Parley Pratt , who had

been a parishioner of Rigdon while the latter was preaching

under Campbellite auspices in Ohio. Pratt has recorded

that Rigdon visited Smith occasionally between 1827 and

1830 ; and when the Mormon bible came out Rigdon im

mediately joined Smith and preached his belief in the new

revelation , even before he could have had an opportunity of

examining it in print . The general inference was that the

matter read by Smith behind the screen was read from Rig

don's copy of Spalding's manuscript instead of the alleged

golden plates.

Rigdon and Smith , having constructed a theological sys

tem , began to preach that the millenium was at hand, and

that the saints were to assemble at a New Jerusalem , some

where in the interior of the United States . They soon

gathered a few followers, who called themselves Latter Day

Saints . The saints discovered New Jerusalem in Kirtland ,

0., and settled there in January, 1831. Here Rigdon and

Smith established a mill, a store and a bank, of which the

latter was president and the former cashier. As early as

March 22nd , 1832 , they were dragged from their beds and

tarred and feathered by their gentile neighbors, who charged

them with fraudulent dealings; but it was not until January,

1838 , that their bank “ failed," when they left for Missouri.

In the meantime a revelation had been received constituting

Rigdon , Smith and one Frederick G. Williams a triumvirate

for the government of the sect , and it had been joined by

Brigham Young, a smart Vermont Yankee .

The Mormons gathered in Missouri, where, by a variety of

crimes and misdemeanors, they made themselves so obnox

ious that the people rose up and drove them out of the

State. During the agitations which so resulted, Rigdon

preached at Far West, Vo., July 4th , 1838 , a discourse in

which he said : “ We take God and all the holy angels to

witness this day that we warn all men , in the name of Jesus

Christ, to come on us no more forever. The man or the set

of men who attempts it does it at the expense of their lives ;

and that mob that comes on us to disturb us, it shall be be

tween them and us a war of extermination; for we will fol

low them till the last drop of their blood is spilled, or else

they will have to exterminate us , will carry the seat

of war to their own houses and their own families, and one

party or the other shall be utterly destroyed."

The Mormons settled in Hancock county, Ill . , at a place

which they named Nauvoo . The sect had grown, and

Nauvoo had a population of several thousand. Here some

of the leaders began taking " spiritual wives." The doc

trine of polygamy had once been denounced by the church

collectively, and was not yet universally accepted ; and the

course of the leaders aroused indignant opposition among

the faithful as well as among their gentile neighbors.

Joseph Smith having been arrested and imprisoned, the jail

was mobbed and Smith killed while attempting to escape .

A strife ensued between Rigdon and Brigham Young for

the presidency. The latter's victory and the flourishing career

of the church under his rule are well known . Rigdon was ex

communicated ( 1844) and returned to Pittsburg. Thence

in 1847 he removed to Friendship, where he lived with his

son - in - law , Earl Wingate, at whose residence he died July

14th , 1876 .

An obituary of Mr. Rigdon in a Cincinnati paper, from

which part of the foregoing facts were taken , closed with

the following paragraph :

“ For thirty years he said nothing on the subject of his

former faith and Mormon adventures. Time and again the

interested historian and persistent reporter have tried to in

terview him with reference to the manufacture of the Mor

mon bible ; but nothing was ever obtained to satisfy the hun

gry seeker after curious knowledge. Mr. Rigdon had no

library , kept no diary , left no manuscript. For thirty years

he kept his lips together, and now the grave has closed for

ever upon the secrets of his inner life .”

BAXTER UNIVERSITY OF Music.

The employment of music as an element of religious exer

cise is of very ancient origin , dating back among the earlier

periods of human history. The forms of these early usages

seemed to have arrived at the zenith of their growth in the

Jewish temple service, under the fostering care of David

and Solomon . From that period they seem to have declined ,

and were finally lost , not enough remaining to give any

definite idea of their formulæ . The last mention of their

use was the occasion of the “ Last Supper," where it is said :

“ And after they had sung an hymn He went out into the

Mount of Olives . ” '

The next musical mention of history was about four hun

dred years later, or about fifteen hundred years ago , when

it appeared under two different forms of use, the one sacred ,

the other secular. Developing slowly during the next thou

sand years , they had come to be so nearly allied in their
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usages as to form the first foundation of our present system

about five hundred years ago . After this union of resources

musical development assumed broader and more definite

proportions, resulting in the distinctive features of our mu

sical system about two hundred years ago . Its advancement

then became more rapid and its laws more clearly defined ,

and fairly establishing our present scheme, about one hun

dred years ago. New developments, however, have been

added with each succeeding year, enriching its forms and

extending its sphere and general usefulness.

The noticeable circumstance pertinent to this writing is

the well known fact that during all these changes in the sub

ject itself the methods of its attainment have been un

changed for hundreds of years, and under them - according

to prominent authorities — then as now , not more than one

performer in ten thousand has been able to express the

thought of the composer in practical performance.

The value, then, of Mr. Baxter's educational achievement

consists in having made music as readily intelligible and as

easy of attainment as other subjects of educational interest.

Baxter University of Music, centrally located in the vil

lage of Friendship, was founded by James Baxter, son

of John W. Baxter, a pioneer settler of New England

parentage, who emigrated to Friendship about a year after

the birth of the son . The institution was first opened for

the reception of students March 15th, 1853 ; and is prob

ably the oldest organized institution of musical learning in

the United States employing daily instructions and recita

tions, with special processes of general music culture, in the

education of its students . Several approximately similar

institutions, however, have sprung from this during the later

years.

From small beginnings under the name of Baxter's

Music Rooms," the success of the institution was such dur

ing the next five years as to demand largely increased facili

ties, which were added in 1858 and its name changed to

“ Baxter's Musical Institute. " A further increase of busi

ness during the next three years demanded still greater

additions to its resources, and in 1861 it was removed to a

new and commodious building erected expressly for its use

when its name was again changed, to “ Baxter's Institute of

Music.” Another five years increase of business demanded

a still greater increase of facilities , and in 1866 more build

ings were erected and additional instruments provided ,

more than doubling its entire former capacity, and its name

was once more changed , to “ Allegany Academy of Music.”

After another four years of success, its present name, Bax

ter University of Music, was adopted, March 17th, 1870 ,

as more in accordance with the circumstances of its growth

and the real character of its educational resources ; it hav

ing been developed from the humblest beginnings until it

included every class and grade of musical instruction, in

theory and practice , from the first note of the beginner to

the finished performance of the artist , under the exclusive

management of its founder; and the founder believing it

thus fulfilled the requirements implied by its name as nearly

as most institutions of learning in our land designated as

Universities .

Its present capacity is for about one hundred students

in daily attendance. This number may not at tirst seem

large ; but when it is considered how small the number of

students who pursue musical studies, as compared with the

whole number attending other educational institutions an

idea of its real proportions may be fairly apprehended.

Again , in comparison with the numbers attending the

larger conservatories of our principal cities , it may not be

improper to mention that with them it is customary to

count each study as an individual student, so that one

person taking three studies is counted for three students.

Then , again , counting each study once for each term , one

person counts for as many as twelve students in the yearly

aggregate of four terms. In this institution the method is

to count each person but once in each year, though nearly

all take three or more studies, and many of them remain

two and some three years. The largest aggregate in any

one year, by this count, was one hundred and fifty -one

students , gathered from sixteen States, two Territories and

Canada.

The educational processes of the institution are essentially

unlike those in general use ; having been devised expressly

to meet the daily requirements of organized school proced

ure, as experience in their use and the growth of the insti

tution suggested.

The principal idea in founding the institution was that of

placing musical study on the the same plane of education

and thought as literary institutions of the usual academy

standard ; and having all instruments, rooms, etc. , for prac

tice within the same building. Following this came the idea

of uniting appropriate subjects in courses of study for spe

cific purposes; for instance , those subjects appropriate to

church music were the organ , the voice and musical theory;

and on the same principle courses were formed for parlor,

for orchestra and for band music; each course having its

appropriate standard for graduation. Afterward came the

idea of so blending the subjects of a course that each should

serve to augment and re - enforce the understanding and use

of the other, and thus form a symmetrical whole with its

constituent branches. Finally, after many years of research ,

reflection and experiment upon the sensations experienced

in musical hearing , a principle of exegesis was discovered ,

revealing the sources of musical effect and the principle of

its action under the acoustic laws of musical formulation, by

which musical interpretation is made readily intelligible to

the common understanding. This discovery placed the

whole subject of educational development and culture in a

new and much more favorable light ; only requiring a care

ful adaptation of school processes to its progressive develop

ment to form a complete and philosophic forinula of schol

astic education in the use and understanding of music

language, thus establishing the formulæ and the organization

of the new school of music. Though the several advances

here noticed were the results of gradual growth, their full

application to school usage corresponded nearly with the

later changes of name of the institution.

As now organized the curriculum of the institution in

cludes full educational courses for composing and perform

ing every style and character of music in general use , with

appropriate standards of graduation in their several depart

ments as above mentioned : including broad and liberal

culture in the usages of musical interpretation, execution

and practical rendition , according to the principles of the

new school . Artists and parties are also prepared for the

concert, and in oratorio .

The ultimate value of the new school developments may

stage, in in opera
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not be readily foreseen ; but some estimate of its relative

merits may be formed as compared with the results of the

old , when it is understood that a course of studies accord

ing to its principles is as intrinsically valuable as an educa

tional element as a corresponding course of literary studies,

aside from its uses in practical musical performance; and

that among the whole number of all classes of musical per

formers, one is seldom found having any educational un

derstanding of music beyond that of executing the notes .

This includes also a very large majority of instrumentalists

in the very best orchestras of our large cities , who, though

possessed of rare executive ability, are controlled in their

performances by routine of mannerism and the baton of

conductor.

To such an extent is this serious deficiency of under

standing felt that prominent musical writers of the present

time do not hesitate to assert that not more than one of

ten thousand performers are able to express the thought

of the composer in the pieces they perform . It is not to be.

inferred, however, that this educational shortcoming is

from choice of the performer, but is more especially at

tributable to the cost and difficulties of its attainment

under the old methods, by which it is placed beyond their

reach .

It is just here that the need of the new school is felt , and

where its value begins to be manifest; as by its processes the

difficulties of educational musical attainment are so reduced

as to bring its cost within the reach of the average learner.

This sketch would be quite incomplete without some

more definite allusion to the individual concerning whom

we more especially write.

Mr. Baxter is a fairly representative man of the doctrines

he teaches , performing readily on nearly all instruments in

use, several of which he treats with rare excellence. He is

also a fine vocal performer and a composer of considerable

merit, writing effectively in all styles of composition for

voice and instrument and their several combinations, always

treating music with the same expressive characteristics of

thought as in the use of his mother tongue.

In this connection we may add that the institution , both

in its material and educational elements, is the result of his

untiring personal efforts from its earliest inception to its

present prominent position, except a two years ' vacation

from the summer of 1875 to that of 1877 , during which its

management was relinquished into other hands.

In conclusion , it is believed entirely safe to say that Bax

ter University of Music is the first fully organized institution

of scholastic musical learning known to history .

On the 14th day of August, 1835 , a committee consisting

of Rev. Moses Hunter, Rev. Lerad Hull, and Asa S. Allen ,

appointed by the presbytery at the request of individuals

in Friendship, proceeded to organize the following persons

as a church under the name of the First Congregationa!

Church of Friendship :

Talcott Gold, Ambrose Willard , John Makee, Ira Cotton,

Lorenzo Dana, Aaron Smith , John Voorhies, jr . , Alonzo

Pearse, Jacob Voorhies, Timothy Pearse, Obadiah Rouse ,

William Stevens, Aaron B. Banks, Reynolds Rouse, Wil

liam B. Strong, Eliah Strong , John Van Ness , Francis

F. Taylor, Stephen R. Lewis, Ambrose W. Makee, Am

brose P. Willard , Comfort Hicks, John H. Strong, Mrs.

Sally Cotton , Mrs. Deborah Rouse, Mrs. Hannah Stev

ens , Mrs. Elizabeth Brenis, Mrs. Rhoda Pearse, Mrs.

Eliza Axtell , Mrs. Emeline Osman, Mrs. Polly F. Latta,

Mrs. Sally Ann Taylor, Mrs. Gracey S. Willard , Mrs.

Olive Taylor, Mrs. Polly Dana, Mrs. Eunice Strong, Mrs.

Levantia Bridgman, Mrs. Margaret Voorhies, Mrs. Eunice

Banks, Mrs. Hannah Smith , Mrs. Susan Voorhies, Mrs.

Henrietta Makee, Mrs. Lydia W. Church, Mrs. Harriet A.

Baird, Mrs. Jane Voorhies, Mrs. Eunice Briggs, Mrs. Mar

garet Hicks , Mrs. Jane Strong, Mrs. Catharine Voorhies,

Miss Laura Van Ness , Miss Jane Perkins, Miss Harriet

Stevens, Miss Nancy Stevens, Miss Electa E. Rouse, Miss

Sylvia Gleason, Miss Catharine Voorhies, Miss Henrietta

Makee (2nd) and Miss Laura Van Ness .

At the next meeting after organization the following offi

cers were chosen : Francis F. Taylor, Obadiah Rouse and

Ira Cotton ; committee on discipline; Francis F. Taylor,

deacon ; Lorenzo Dana, clerk .

Deacon F. F. Taylor built the first church edifice, by the

job, in 1836 , on the lot near where Mrs. K. W. King's dwell

ing house now stands. Rev. Mr. May preached the dedica

tion sermon . Rev. William Bridgman was the first pastor,

and was succeeded by the following: Revs. J. F. Bliss, S.

Cary, William Russell, C. Gray, Charles Crocker, William

Backus, A. A. Kidder, J. N. Hubbard, Crittenden , J.

Wyncoop, J. A. Wells, William P. Jackson, H. M. Higley

and the present pastor, Rev. Moses Alley .

The present church building was erected in 1850. Rev.

J. Wyncoop, of Cuba, preached the dedication sermon . The

first pastor to supply the desk was Rev. A. A. Kidder. The

old church building was sold to John S. Hickcox, moved

away and converted into a wagon shop.

November 4th , 1836 , it was voted to dispense with the

office of committee men , and from that time the church

business has been transacted by the congregation .

BAPTIST.

CHURCH HISTORY.

PRESBYTERIAN .

As early as 1813 religious services were held by Rev.

Robert Hubbard in a school -house on the State road , near

the road leading to Nile.

In 1815 a Presbyterian church was formed as a branch

of the Angelica church by the Rev. Robert Hubbard, pas

tor of that society . The members were Talcott Gold and

wife, Mrs. Ira Hickcox, and Mr. Holcom and wife . They

met in the school -house on Sabbath morning and had a

sermon read .

As early as 1813 the town of Friendship was visited by

ministers of different denominations , who preached in log

school-houses, barns and the woods to the sparsely settled

population , many of whom came many miles to hear the

gospel preached. Among the ministers who thus visited

the town was Rev. Jesse Braman , a Baptist. He held occa

sional services until July roth, 1822 , at which time the fol

lowing persons organized themselves into a church, viz .:

Rev. Jesse Braman and wife, James Reed, Moses B. Sher

win , Jonathan Savage and Harry Hayden . Mrs. Polly

Baxter, who is still living, and Nancy McQueen were the

first persons baptized. The church was recognized and
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con The statistics of the church as near, as can be ascertain

ed, are as follows : Added by baptism , 630 ; added by letter,

622 ; dismissed by letter, 652 ; excluded, 221 ; died , 150 ;

present number, 229 .

METHODIST EPISCOPAL .

а

The early records of the church are missing, and there

fore it has been found impossible to procure data from which

to write a connected history of the Methodist interest at

Friendship. James Smith, of the town of Wirt, writes as

follows : " According to my best knowledge the first organi.

zation of a Methodist church or class in Friendship village

was in the year 1821. Josiah Cowles and Austin Cowles

were the first preachers, and Isaac Brownson, a Revolutionary

soldier and father- in - law of Colonel King, was the first class

leader. Mr. and Mrs. Justin Cook , Mr. and Mrs. James

Smith and Mrs. Curtin Sunith , my mother, were members .

The class was small, but quite a large congregation would

turn out to the barns and dwellings and school-houses to

hear the preaching."

The Allegany County Directory states that the Methodist

church at Friendship was organized with about twelve mem

bers , about 1825 or 1826 , by John Wiley and Mr. Brownson .

The first church edifice was erected in 1829 ; the present

one, which will seat two hundred and fifty persons, in 1853 ,

at a cost of $3,000 . The first pastor after the church was

built was Rev. Samuel Woster. The society numbers one

hundred and fifty. Their property is valued at $7,000 .

They have a parsonage valued at $ 2,000. The present

pastor is Rev. R. K. Pierce.

fellowshiped by a council of churches which was

vened in the school-house September ith , 1822 . It now

numbered eighteen members. On the following Sal

bath Peter B. Chapman and Chauncey Cotton united by

baptism . In the following December the church licensed

Brother James Reed to preach the gospel. Samuel King

united by letter May 10th , 1823. August 30th Benjamin

Coates was appointed the first deacon and Jonathan Savage

the first treasurer. The church united with the Holland

Purchase Association in September, 1823 , being represented

in that body by Rev. James Reed and Moses Sherwin . In

the same year S. S. Carter and Lydia Carter-a venerable

mother in Israel - united with the church by letter . Janu

ary 10th , 1824 , the church invited Rev. James Reed to

receive ordination and become pastor of the church. He

accepted the pastorate , on a salary of $ 150 a year, and re

ceived ordination the following July.

Being the first church organized in the town it received a

grant of one hundred acres of land from the Holland Land

Company, which was subsequently sold and a house and

lot bought in the village , which is yet used as a parsonage .

Dr. Davidson , Hollis Scott and Peter G. Chapman were

elected trustees in 1825 , and under their supervision the

present house of worship was built, Mr. Chapman being

master builder. The old house, being the first one built in

the county, has been twice modernized, and, having served

the church well for nearly fifty - five years, gives way this year

( 1879 ) to a larger and more commodious edifice, built of

brick upon the same plot of ground.

In 1824 the church in Richburg was set off from this

church. In 1832 forty - two members were dismissed to form

the church in Belmont; in 1835 twenty - two were dismissed

to form the church in Cuba, and in 1843 twenty -nine

were dismissed to form the church in Clarksville.

During the first fifteen years the pastorates of the church

were very unsettled . The following pastors served for

periods varying from six months to two years, viz .. Jesse

Braman, James Reed, Chester Coburn, Absalom Miner, J.

W. Lawton, Arba Wellman, Haskins and Wightman . In

1837 Rev. Timothy Fuller was called to the pastorate, who

served the church faithfully and with much success until

1844. During this time the church was very much enlarged

in membership and much improved in spiritual life . Dur.

ing the winter of 1842 and 1843 seventy- four were added

to the church by baptism .

For the next three decades the church was served by the

following pastors, whose terms of service were from one to

six years , averaging two and one-third years : Revs. V. Bemis,

E. Haliday , William Stores , O. B. Call , E. Going, L. W.

Olney, V. O. Bryant , S. O. Olney, S. T. Dean , J. Trobridge,

B. H. Carrier , M. Livermore and J. J. White. Rev. M.

Barker began his labors in April , 1876 .

The deacons of the church have been : Coats, Hill , Sher

win, S. Thomas, H. Davis , Everts, Carter, Bruce , Damon

Church, J. Thomas, D. Corbin , King, B. Robinson , S. Sils

bee, A. J. Wellman and Prosper Miller. These have been

noble and faithful men and have served the church well ;

the last four now serve the church .

The clerks of the church have been : Jonathan Savage ,

James Strong, Samuel King, J. S. Thomas, A. A. Coon , J.

A. Wells, Moses B. Hand, A. Wellman, Milo Corbin , A. J

Wellman and P. Miller.

UNIVERSALIST.

Universalism was preached in Friendship at an early day.

Rev. Judah Babcock, a convert from the Free Will Baptist

Church , a man full of zeal and apostolic fervor, preach

ed several times as early as 1830 , in the “ old school-house

under the hill,” near where Allen Applebee's gun shop is

located .

Rev. Jason Lewis, of child -like simplicity, honest purpose

and consecrated life, in his missionary labors often visited

Friendship at this early period , and broke the bread of life

to the few believers .

In 1835 Rev. Linus Paine preached several discourses with

good acceptance. At that time the leading Universalists in

the town were Rufus Scott, Casper Niver, Squire Leonard

and Lewis Smalley and their families.

The first pastor was Rev. I. B. Sharpe, who was univer

sally regarded as a good man . He preached two or three

years, beginning in 1842 or about that time. He was suc

ceeded by Rev. S. Goff, “ a pure minded man whose praise

is in all the churches."

Rev. Nelson Adams preached one year ( 1845 ) with

marked results . In 1850 Rev. T. C. Eaton , a man of win

ning eloquence, of genial spirit, and of convincing argu

ment , visited Friendship, and by his preaching created no

little excitement , leading many to embrace the faith that

" good shall fall at least to all , and every winter change to

spring."

Up to this time there had been no organization effected.

In the spring of 1854 Rev. F. M. Alvord moved to Friend

ship, and was engaged to preach for the Universalists half

of the time. The meetings were held in the chapel of the
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He had large audiences. Representatives from all of the

other churches attended on his ministrations . In. 1867 he

organized a church of thirty members, of which he was pas

tor three years and a - half.

Rev. S. T. Aldrich was the next pastor. He is a fine

speaker and possesses a well cultivated mind , and the parish

made good progress ' inder his efficient labors. The house

of worship was repaired, improved and modernized at an

expense of $ 1,000 during his ministration , which continued

three years .

The present pastor is Rev. F. M. Alvord. During 1878

twenty members were added to the church under his min

istry. The church now has a membership of forty - five.

The Eucharist is observed once in three months by this

church. Easter Sunday is usually observed with appro

priate services. Rose Sunday, or children's Sunday, is ob

served when little children, by a rite peculiar to the denomi

nation , are consecrated to ihe service of God and to the

Christian life .

The church is thoroughly committed to the cause of tem

perance, and by a unanimous vote decided to use water

instead of wine at the communion service.

SPIRITUALIST.

The first society of Spiritualists in Friendship was organ

ized January ist , 1876. A reorganization was effected in

1879 , and the society has now all the rights and privileges

of a church . Mrs. Flora Gorton was ordained as a regular

minister of the gospel. The first Spiritualists known in

Friendship were Mrs. Phebe Gorton and Samuel Sher

man .

academy and were largely attended . A meeting was held

at the ! :ouse of Martin Scott May 22nd , 1854 , for the pur

pose of organizing a society . L. A. Reynolds was called

to the chair. Martin Scott was chosen secretary . In

the minutes of this meeting, as recorded in the book of

record of the society, are found the following articles of

faith , which indicate the objects of the society as well as

their faith in the Christian religion :

“ We, the subscribers, feeling desirous to grow in grace and

in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ , do hereby form

ourselves into a society, that we may be helps to each other,

and that by our united energies we may better serve the

purpose of religion and truth .

“ This society adopts, as the basis of its religious faith ,

the profession of belief adopted by the General Convention

of Universalists at its session in Winchester, N. H. , A. D.

1803 , which is in the following words :

“ We believe that the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New

Testaments contain a revelation of the character of God ,

and of the duty, interest and final destination of mankind.

“ We believe there is one God, whose nature is love, re

vealed in our Lord Jesus Christ , by one Holy Spirit of

grace, who will finally restore the whole family of mankind

to holiness and happiness.

“ We believe that holiness and true happiness are insep

arably connected ; and that believers ought to maintain

order , and practice good works , for these things are good

and profitable unto men .

“ Any person sustaining a good moral character, and as

senting to the aforesaid profession of faith, may be admit

ted a member of this society, on application to that effect,

by a majority of votes, at any regular meeting.'

The following officers were elected at this ineeting: L. A.

Reynolds, moderator; F. M. Alvord, secretary ; William D.

Sisson , treasurer; Royal Adams, trustee for one year ; Sylva

nus A. Merriman , trustee for two years ; L. A. Reynolds,

trustee for three years .

The following individuals were elected members : L. A.

Reynolds , William D. Sisson , Royal Adams, Sylvanus A.

Merriman, Gideon Sisson , Spencer Lee , A. C. Buskirk,

Austin Farr , F. M. Alvord, John Hickox, Marion Reynolds,

Hollis Buskirk, Rufus Scott , David Henry , John Early ,

Barton Early, Susan Smalley, Roxy Farr, Catherine Rey

nolds, Almira Bradley , Alvira King , Diantha Buskirk, Abi

gail Hickox, Mary Scott, Diana Clark , Cynthia Dayton ,

Persis Crandall, Sally Sisson , Sally Weeks and Lousia Early.

Thirty - six persons have joined this society , twenty- eight

of whom are known to be dead . In the summer of 1855 the

society erected their church, which cost $2,000 and has a

seating capacity of about three hundred. It was dedicated in

February, 1856. From the orgazination of the society it has

maintained a Sabbath -school, usually of about thirty schol

ars. The following persons have acted as superintendents

Leroy Sisson , F. M. Alvord , G , W. Fries , W. I. Hewett . A

Bible -class is maintained , of which the pastor is teacher.

Rev. F. M. Alvord was pastor of the society twelve

years ; then, on account of impaired voice, he resigned his

charge. He left the society out of debt , all its interests

well sustained and the best of spirit prevailing among the

members.

In 1866 Rev. E. W. Fuller, a fluent and interesting

speaker, and a man of generous impulses, became pastor.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

JAMES BAXTER , president of Baxter University of Music,

was born in Palatine, Montgomery county, in 1819 , and

came to Friendship in 1820 . He founded Baxter Univer

sity of Music in 1859 , and is believed to have been the first

to construct a scholastic formula of musical education .

John L. Baxter, miller, was born in Olean in 1832 , and

came to Friendship with his parents when one year old . In

1856 he removed to Cattaraugus county, and after remaining

ten years came back to Friendship. Mr. Baxter was en

gaged in lumbering previous to engaging in his present

business. His wife was Miss Ellen Phelan, a native of Ire

land , who came to America in 1851 . He has served as

town clerk four years and justice of the peace two years in

Cattaraugus county.

J. M. Bullard, manufacturer of sash, doors and blinds,

was born in Andover, in 1846 . He is the son of Henry

Bullard, of Andover. Prior to Mr. Bullard's engaging in.

the manufacturing business he taught school in several

towns of Allegany county, and was alsowas also engaged in

farming.

James T. Burdick, portrait painter , artist and designer,

was born in Alfred , December 12th, 1844. His father,

James Burdick , a native of New York , was for many years

in the hotel business, and was colonel of militia. Mr. Bur

dick served three years and three months in Company G,

160th N. Y. volunteers, participating in many battles.
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Colonel Abijah J. Wellman, son of Jonas and

Keziah Wellman , was born at Friendship , N. Y. , on

the 6th of May, 1836 .

His father was born in Vermont in 1799 ; removed to

Friendship in 1829; was an eminently successful

physician and died in 1844 in the prime of his man

hood, and in the midst of a highly useful career . His

loss was widely mourned as a public bereavement.

Colonel Wellman engaged in the mercantile business

in 1855, before he was of age, in banking in 1860, and

in lumbering in 1864, in all of which pursuits he

is still interested At the organization of the First

National Bank of Friendship, in 1864, he was chosen

its cashier, which position he still holds.

In September, 1861, he was appointed captain of a

company of volunteers , recruited mostly by himself,

and which subsequently became Company C , 85th

N. Y. volunteers. At the organization of the regi

ment he was appointed major, with rank dating from

November 7th , 186r; and was promoted to lieutenant

colonel March 14th , 1862. He was severely wounded

in the head at the battle of Fair Oaks, May zist ,

1862, and still carries a conspicuous scar as a reminder

of that memorable and desperately fought engage

ment . By reason of disability resulting from the

above mentioned wound he was discharged March

24th , 1863.

Colonel Wellman was married September 17th ,

1863, to Kate, daughter of Asher W. Miner.

For seven successive years , commencing in 1866 ,

he was supervisor of Friendship, and for the latter

three years of the time was chairman of the board of

supervisors.

In 1872 he was a delegate to the National republi

can convention at Philadelphia, that nominated Grant

and Wilson .

In 1873 he was chosen as senator from the zoth

senatorial district, which then comprised the counties

of Allegany, Wyoming and Livingston . His service

in the Senate continued through the years 1874, 1875

1876 and 1877.

He was assigned to four committees, being a mem

ber on Banks and internal affairs of towns and

counties, also chairman of militia and State prisons.

In the latter capacity he had much to do with the

framing of the new legislation relating to reform in

the State prison system , under the amended constitu

tion , which has resulted in a change so favorable

to the revenues of the State.
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Residence of Col. A. J. WELLMAN, Main Street, Friendship, N.Y.
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was imprisoned in Texas for six months. His first wife,

formerly Miss Lucy Beebe, of Watertown, Jefferson county,

died in 1869 , and he was married again , to Miss Frank

Whitter, of Friendship.

SAMUEL S. CARTER was during his lifetime widely known

and highly esteemed throughout western New York, where

his memory is still tenderly cherished.

He was born at Goshen , Conn ., January 15th, 1793 .
On

the 7th day of September, 1814 , he was married to Lydia

Perry, who still survives him .

He served in the war of 1812-14 towards its close, under

Captain John Hunt . In 1823 he became one of the pioneer

settlers of Friendship, N. Y. By his energy, enterprise and

courage he aided largely in redeeming his adopted town

and county from the howling wilderness to which he came.

He removed with his family to Richburgh, N. Y. , in 1844,

from whence he returned to Friendship in 1860 .
Until the

infirmities of age had relaxed his vigor he was ever a lead

ing spirit in the public affairs of his locality , continuously

kept by the partiality of his townsmen in positions of trust

and responsibility, and was always foremost in every work

of beneficence or charity. He was a most faithful and ex

emplary member of the Baptist Church , in which he had

served as deacon for nearly forty years. In 1864 Mr. and

Mrs. Carter celebrated the 50th anniversary of their mar

riage . Hosts of personal friends from far and near gath

ered at the golden wedding, and enjoyed a delightful

reunion , while each vied with the other in manifesting their

warm regard for the venerable, genial and always kindly

courteous couple. His death occurred April 24th , 1869 .

As he had lived , so he died, in the bright sunshine of an

unclouded Christian hope.

ASHER W. Miner was born December 15th, 1814 , at

Brookfield , N. Y. His father, Absalom Miner, was born in

Connecticut. For forty years the latter resided in Madison

county, N. Y. , from whence he removed to Friendship in

1829 , where he died in 1856. The subject of this sketch

was fourteen years of age when he accompanied his father's

family to their new home in the West," as Allegany was

then called in the older settled regions of eastern and cen

tral New York . Thus in early life inured to the hardships

of a new country , he there learned valuable lessons of self

reliance, and of perseverance under difficulties, which, coup

led with remarkable sagacity, have greatly promoted his

success in life . On the 21st day of September, 1837 , he was

married to Electa R. , daughter of Samuel S. and Lydia

Carter. Thus the “ panic year," although fraught with

such disaster to the commercial world, brought the best in

vestment of his life to Mr. Miner. Removing to Richburgh ,

N. Y. , in 1844 , he engaged in lumbering, and subsequently

in the mercantile business also. In 1860 he returned with

his family to Friendship, where he added banking to his

other pursuits, in all of which he has enjoyed a rare measure

of success . He is now president of the First National Bank

of Friendship , and also of the Cuba State Bank at Cuba.

At the same time he is largely engaged in the manufacture

of agricultural implements, especially of the celebrated

“ Lion Sulky Hay Rake, ” thousands of which are annually

shipped to all parts of the United States and Europe. His

factory is located at Belmont, N. Y. Although his nume

rous enterprises largely engross his attention , yet he has

found time to twice represent his town upon the board o

supervisors. At their pleasant home Mr. and Mrs. Miner

dispense hospitality as unstinted as it is unostentatious.

Each of their numerous guests, whether of those high in

worldly station or of the unknown and lowly, receives a

cordial welcome. So characteristic is this that the Miner

mansion has been christened among their many friends as

the “ Welcome House."

H. J. Butts, foundryman, was born in Friendship, in 1834 .

His father, Rev. Harman Butts, a native of Vermont and

one of the pioneer Methodist preachers, came to Allegany

county at an early date, settling first in Friendship and af

terward removing to Belfast, engaging in wool-carding and

cloth -dressing business at a place called Buttsville. He

died in 1867. H. J. Butts established his business in 1873 ,

and the firm of Butts & Wales was formed in 1878. He

married Miss Mary McClumpha, of Montgomery county.

George S. Clark was born in Cortland county , in 1831 .

He came to this county in 1850 and in 1868 to Friendship,

where he is the owner of two hundred and fifty -nine acres of

land . He was married to Miss Mary Shearer. They have

a family of six children, two sons and four daughters.

Stephen W. Cole was born in Rhode Island in 1814. He

was married to Miss Elizabeth Browning, of New London ,

Conn. They have had two sons, one of whom died at the

age of twenty -one; the other is living in California . Mr.

Cole has held the office of assessor.

Henry Collins, son of Charles Collins, of New Hampshire,

who died in 1858 , was born in Chemung county, in 1824 .

In 1825 his father's family went to Broome county. He

married Miss Melvina Benjamin for his first wife. She

died in 1858 and he married Miss Catharine Niver, of Dela

ware county. They have two children .

Daniel S. Corbin , a native of Green, Chenango county,

was born in 1838 , and ihe same year, in company with other

members of his family, came to Friendship. He is by trade

horse-shoer, and gives instructions to horse shoers and

veterinary surgeons on the equine hoof and its treatment.

During the war he was sergeant of Company K, 136th regi

ment New York volunteers.

Samuel C. Cotton was born in Masonville, Delaware

county, April 7th, 1815. He came to Friendship when but

two years of age, and has since been a resident of the town ,

following the occupation of a farmer.

John Crandall was born in Rhode Island in 1817 , and in

1838 came to Alfred ; from there he went to West Genesee,

where he lived nearly twenty years, and came to Friendship

in 1871. His occupation is that of a farmer. He was mar

ried to Eliza M. Vincent.

Samuel P. Crandall, jr. , was born in Madison county,

N. Y. , September 7th , 1818 . He was the son of Samuel P.

and Anna Crandall. He came to Friendship when five

years of age. He married Marion A. Weber.

F. L. DAYTON , dealer in drugs, paints and confectionery,

was born in 1855 in Friendship. His business was estab

lished in 1875 , under the firm name of Flint & Dayton .

Prior to that date the firm consisted of Scott & Flint. His

wife was formerly Miss Lena Renwick, of Belmont.

H. L. Dwight, tailor, established his business at Somers,

Tolland county , Conn . (his native place ', in 1849. After

living in Ohio and Pennsylvania, he went to Jamestown, N. Y. ,

and from that place removed to Friendship in February,

1877 . Mr. Dwight's father, H. L. Dwight, was born in
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Wilbraham, Mass. , and died in 1835 . Mr. Dwight married

Miss Emeline Leonard, of Cattaraugus county .

Ephraim Fairbanks has been a resident of Friendship

since 1861. Previous to that date he had lived in Little

Genesee . He was born September 18th , 1827 , in Wadding

ton, N. Y. He is well known throughout the county as the

proprietor of Fairbanks's American Hotel .

WILLIAM H. FLINT, a life - long resident of Friendship,

was born in 1852 , and carries on a mercantile business.

E. S. Fuller , insurance agent , was born in Wirt , in 1853 .

His father, Shubal Fuller, was born in Onondaga county,

July 14th , 1819. E. S. Fuller engaged in the insurance

business with his brother at Plymouth , Wis ., in 1873. His

business was established in Friendship in 1876, he having

been engaged in mercantile business for a year before en

tering into the insurance business in Friendship. He mar

ried Miss Clara Kingsbury , of Belfast.

David C. Gardiner was born in Richmond, R. I. ,

in 1812. He came to Genesee in 1839 and removed from

there to Friendship in 1865. His first wife was Sarah

Green, by whom he had one son and two daughters. His

son Theodore L. is pastor of the Seventh -Day Baptist

church at Mystic Bridge. His second wife was Lauretta A.

Robertson . They have one son and three daughters.

Rev. WALTER B. GILLETTE, D , D., is of French descent,

his ancestors having emigrated from France at the time of

the Huguenot persecution. His father was Dr. F. B. Gillette,

who was of the third generation in America . Mr. Gillette

was born at Cambridge, Washington county , October 3d , 1804 .

His first marriage was celebrated in 1827 , the bride having

been Sarah A. Frasier ; and his second, with Mary H. Gar

rit , in 1856. His father died while he was yet a boy,

leaving a large family of children . At the age of twelve he

was taken to New Jersey, to live with his aunt, who was the

wife of an enterprising man who taught him his business

and made him trusted assistant , which position he oc

cupied from his sixteenth to his twenty-second year, when

he came to Allegany county and taught school where the

village of Friendship now is . He took up some land and

made some improvements on it , and in 1827 went to New

Jersey, where he married his first wife . In 1832 he was

called by the Seventh-Day Baptist church of Friendship to

the ministry , and has been a preacher of that denomination

since, serving as pastor of different churches. In 1877 the

Alfred University conferred upon him the degree of 1. D.

In his early days he was chaplain of milita , and he served

in New Jersey as school commissioner six years.

A. J. Gilbert , farmer and cheese manufacturer, was

born in Truxton, N. Y. , in 1834, and subsequently came to

Friendship. His father , John Gilbert, came to Allegany

county in 1843 and settled in Wirt, where he died in 1873 .

Mr. Gilbert married Miss Lydia Gilbert , of Scott, Cortland

county. He is a member of the Independent Order of

Odd - Fellows.

Henry B. Gorton , dentist, was born in Friendship, in

1832. He commenced the practice of his profession at

Warsaw , Wyoming county, in 1857 , and two years later

came to Friendship . He married Miss Flora Haner, of

Friendship. His father, Joseph Gorton , was a native of

Rhode Island .

William A. HART was born March 30th , 1829, in

McLean , Tompkins county, and removed to Friendship in

1848. He is at present engaged in selling dry goods and

books. During Abraham Lincoln's administration he was

postmaster, but was removed by Andrew Johnson for politi

cal reasons , and was reappointed by President Grant .

Henry G. Higgins , farmer and lumberman, was born in

Friendship in 1840. He married Miss Cynthia Scott . They

have one dangther and one son . He owns five hundred

acres of land , and a large steam saw - mill .

R. R. HELME, publisher of the Friendship Weekly Regis

ter, was born at Pawtucket, R. I. , April 19th , 1827. He re

removed with his parents to Ithaca, Tompkins county ,

when three years of age. At fifteen he entered the Ithaca

Journal office as an apprentice, under the supervision of

Hon . J. H. Selkreg, and served four years . When nineteen

he worked under instructions for one year, for one of the

leading job offices in the city of New York ; then returned to

Ithaca and remained fourteen months, when he took his de

parture for Allegany county. April 19th , 1849 (the anniver

sary of his birth ), he was married to Miss Elizabeth M. , eldest

daughter of James M.West, Esq . , of Angelica . He has a family

of three children, all boys, two of whom were born at An

gelica and one at Wellsville . He has labored in the leading

offices in the county, and was at the close of the war one

of the publishers of the Genesec Valley Free Press, at

Wellsville . In the fall of 1871 he removed to Friendship

and became the owner of the Register, then a very small

sheet ; but by industry and perseverance he has made the

paper one of the largest and most acceptable sheets pub

lished in the county. He is now on the shady side of fifty,

and is , from present appearances, good for many years yet

to ccme. Although he has held no public office of any

consequence, as a political worker he has been most suc

cessful, and always worked for the best interests of the

people.

A. G. Hinman , manufacturer of sash , doors and blinds,

was born in West Almond, in 1853 , and came to Friendship

from that place in 1872. Mr. Hinman is of the firm of

Thurston, Hinman & Bullard , which was established in Au

gust , 1876 . His father, Abijah Hinman , was born in

Broome county .

J. W. B. Horner was born in Friendship, April 5th, 1835 ,

and has since resided there. He is track supervisor of the

New York, Lake Erie and Western railway.

Evander Hyde was born in Friendship, in 1818. He mar

ried Amanda Niver. They have two daughters. Mr. Hyde

lives on his father's old homestead. The farm consists of

166 acres, upon which was made the first settlement in the

town by Henry Frier. It was bought by Timothy Hyde,

father of Evander Hyde.

C. S. Lane, jeweler, son of David Lane, of Massachu

setts , was born in Amity, in 1850, and came to Friendship

with his parents from Belmont, when a child . Mr. Lane

established his business in Friendship in 1875. He was

elected town clerk in 1877 .

E. G. Latta, harness maker and inventor and patentee of

many useful articles belonging to the harness trade , was

born in Friendship, in 1849 , and established his business

there in 1873. Mr. Latta served , during the Rebellion , three

months in the ist U. S. artillery and four months in the

ist N. Y. Dragoons.

F. P. Merriam, butcher, established his business in Friend

ship in the spring of 1876. He was born in Angelica, in
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N FRIENDSHIP ACADEMY, FRIENDSHIP, N. Y. ,

PROSPER MILLER, PRINCIPAL .

Friendship Academy is delightfully situated near the center of the

village, adjoining the fine church edifice just erected by the Baptists of the

place . Its board of control was formally organized February 5th , 1848 .

The first president was Roswell Spear; vice-president, Luther Stowell ;

William Colwell treasurer, and Arba Wellman secretary . A building

committee was at once appointed and susbcriptions to the stock solicited ,

and the building located on grounds formerly belonging to the estate of
Damon A. Church . The first cost of erection was about $3,000 . In

1871 the building was much enlarged and improved, at a cost of $6,000,

by the town of Friendship. It includes a large chapel, four recitation

rooms, laboratory, janitor's apartments, town hall and public hall , seating

about one thousand persons. The hall was decorated at an expense of

$350, the donation of Hon . A. J. Wellman . The stage has been furnished

with suitable scenery at an expense of over $500, by the Friendship

Dramatic Association . The library belonging to the Academy contains

600 volumes, and a due quantity of philosophical and chemical apparatus

is owned by the institution. The first term of the Academy opened

December 6th , 1848 , Dennis E. Walker principal . In September, 1849, he

was succeeded by Jeremiah Hatch , jr. , a graduate of Middlebury College,

Vt . In September, 1854, he was succeeded by Prosper Miller, a graduate

of Union College, Schenectady, N. Y. , who continued in the principalship

until July, 1868, when he resigned to accept the professorship of natural

sciences at Alfred University, Alfred, N. Y. Professors Spaulding and

Frank W. Stevens (present district attorney of Cattaraugus county, N. Y.,)

then had charge one year. Professor William H. Pitt , a graduate of Union

College , was elected principal in 1869 , resigning in 1872 to accept a pro

fessorship in Buffalo Central High School. Professor P. Miller resumed

the office the same year and is the present principal, having now served as

such an aggregate of twenty years, unsupported by funded property or

denominational interests . This statement conveys its own encomiums .

The prosperity of the school under his administration has enabled the

trustees 10 discharge all its expenses without extra aid or donations of any

considerable amount . The average attendance throughout the year is 125 ,

the students being drawn from this and contiguous counties . Many of its

graduates are filling responsible stations in many States of the Union .

September 28th , 1875 , the Academy building was damaged by the fire that

consumed a number of buildings west of it and finally reached the academy ,

which was saved by most determined exertions . The loss was fortunately

covered by insurance. Further improvements of the building are in

contemplation , and the citizens of Friendship justly cherish this institution

as one of the very important factors of the moral and money wealth of the

town . Among the early and warm friends of the Academy were William

Colwell , Roswell Spear, Martin Scott, Calvin Cross, George W. Robinson ,

Samuel C. Cotton , William H. King, Dr. E. H. Willard and Arba Wellman .

Samuel C. Cotton is president of the board of trustees ; William A. Hart,

treasurer ; George W. Fries, secretary . The rates of tuition are : For

English branches, $6 ; more advanced English branches, $7 ; higher

mathematics and classics, $ 10 . Board is procured in the village at from

$2.50 to $3 per week. The conveniences for self board are usually ample.

No license to sell liquor has been granted in the town for a number of

years , and the associatioris of the students are likely to be highly favorable

both for study and moral improvement .
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1845 , and removed to Friendship about 1870. His father,

Lot Merriam , came to Angelica in 1831 , and died in 1868 .

Mr. Merriam had always been engaged in farming before

establishing his present business. He married Miss Isis

Burdick, of Madison county.

Prosper Miller, A. M., principal of Friendship Academy,

was born in Andover, April 19th, 1829 . He came to Friend

ship in 1854, from Almond, and has held his present position

twenty years and served as professor of natural sciences at

Alfred University four years.

Morris C. Mulkin , merchant and banker, was born in

Sharon, Pa . , in 1832. He married Miss Mary A. Clarke,

of Friendship, April 27th , 1858. Mr. Mulkin became a

resident of Friendship September 20th , 1852. He had pre

viously lived in Wirt.

S. M. Norton , lawyer, was born in Belmont, and com

menced the study of his profession at that place, with

Judge Greene, and was admitted to the bar January 8th ,

1874. Before his admission to the bar Mr. Norton was

engaged in teaching school . He wils at one time president

of the Allegany County Teachers' Association , an honor

which was conferred upon him soon after he attained his ma

jority . His father, Joseph B. Norton , was born in Wash

ington county and was a captain of militia.

Charles Pierce , a native of Ireland, was born in 1826 , and

came to America in 1843. He worked on the Erie R. R.

two years . After the expiration of that time he and his bro

ther, John Pierce, purchased one hundred acres of land .

Charles subsequently bought out his brother's interest. He

was married to Mary Breadon . His father, Thomas Pierce,

is now living, at the age of ninety - eight.

Benjamin H. Pearse , a native of Worcester county , Mass.,

was born August 28th , 1801 , and came to Friendship in 1816

from Vermont. He follows the occupation of farmer and

has served eight years as assessor and four years as justice

of the peace, and was also commissioner of highways. Dur

ing the war he held the office of first lieutenant, and was

successively promoted to be second lieutenant, captain and

major.

Silas Phinney was born in Wirt, April uth, 1839. He

married Miss R. I. Renwick, of Cuba, August 27th, 1864.

He is engaged in the livery business in Friendship.

Walter D. Renwick was born April 18th , 1825 , in Seneca ,

Ontario county. The following year,with his father's family,

he came to Friendship , and has since been a resident of that

place, where he has identified himself prominently with the

interests of education , having taught school sixty -one terms

(two terms in Friendship Academy), and held the office of

school commissioner two terms, and that of town superin

tendant of common schools two years . At present he is

engaged in farming.

F. H. B. Rogers post-office Nile ) , who carries on a farm

and cider, saw and shingle mills, was born in the town of

Pitcher, N. Y. , September 8th , 1838, and came to this town

March 9th, 1870 , from Afton , N. Y. He was married Jan

uary 8th, 1860, to Miss H. I. Guy, of Oxford , N. Y.

George W. Robinson was born May 14th, 1814, in Paw

let , Vt., in which place he lived until as late as 1845 , when

he removed to Friendship, where he has since lived, fol

lowing the business of banker.

Martin Scott, a native of Westmoreland, was born Sep

tember 29th , 1809 , and came to Friendship December 9th ,

5822 , from Windham , Vt . He was surgeon of the 1o3d reg

iment N. Y. infantry , and held the office of supervisor of the

town three years. He was commissioner of Allegany county

from 1870 to 1873. He is now well known as a prominent
merchant.

W. H. SCOTT, lawyer, was born in Wirt, in 1849. His

father, Alfred Scott, was born in Vermont. Mr. Scott began

the study of law in Belmont in the office of Ward & Scott .

He graduated in 1872 , and began his practice the same

year in Friendship. His wife was formerly Miss Van Vel

ser, of Wirt.

Abner Smalley, a native of Friendship, was born in 1825 .

He is the son of Isaac S. Smalley. Abner Smalley married

Martha McGonogle, of Cuba ; they have two sons and one

daughter. He is owner of three hundred and sixty acres of

land ; his business is that of a drover and farmer.

Washington M. Steenrod was born in 1817 , in that part of

the old town of Friendship which was set off to form the

present town of Wirt. He had two sons, George W. and

Charles C. , and two daughters. Both of his sons were in

the army. George W. was a prisoner seven months in An:

dersonville, and Charles C. was shot in the battle of the

Wilderness. Mr. Steenrod has been superintendent of

schools, supervisor, assessor, commissioner of highways and

justice of the peace.

John S. Thomas was born in Friendship in 1915. He is

the son of Samuel Thomas, who came to Friendship a year

previous to the birth of John S. The family, consisting of

eight children, four sons and four daughters, endured all of

the hardships of pioneer life . John S. Thomas lives on the

old homestead . He has served as overseer of the poor.

Lewis Utter was born in Friendship , in 1820 . He is the

son of Judge Utter. In 1851 he married Miss Sophia Scott.

They have a family of three children . He has held the

offices of assessor and collector ,

Spofford Utter, a native of Friendship, was born in 1826 ,

and married Miss Lydia J. King in 1849. They have two

Mr. Utter is the son of Judge Josiah Utter, who

came to the town in 1809 ; who is a pensioner of the war of

1812 , in which he was a soldier ; and who was judge of

the county two terms, justice of the peace thirty years ,

and supervisor thirteen years .

John J. Wait, son of John Wait, was born in Schoharie

county in 1805. Hecame to Friendship in 1870. He mar

ried Betsey Dann . They have one son and five daughters.

C. B. Wales, foundryman of the firm Butts & Wales),

was born in Northfield , Vt., in 1845 and came to Allegany

county with his parents when an infant. His father, Ben

jan.in Wales, was born in Roxbury, Mass . , in 1810. C. B.

Wales has been engaged in the grocery business at Cuba,

and has also been employed as a commercial agent. He

married Miss Amelia L. Butts, of Friendship.

J. H. Warner, grocer, was born in Lysander in 1844. He

married Miss Crawford of Cortland county . They have two

children .

Charles W. Wasson, B. C. E. , was born October 24th ,

1848, in Cuba, and came to Friendship three years later with

his parents. He is engaged in teaching, having been prin

cipal of the graded school in Port Allegany, Pa., three

years, and of the Portville school one year.

Alexis E. Willard , M. D. , was born November 19th , 1831 ,

in Cuta. He removed from that place to Friendship ,

where he now resides, engaged in the practice of his profes

sion .

Erastus H. Willard, M. D., a resident of Friendship ,

came to the town when about seven years of age, from

Worcester county, Mass. He has for many years followed

his profession , together with the business of a farmer. He

was elected to represent his district in the Legislature in

1849 .

James E. Wisner, patentee and inventor of the “ Tiger ”

self -discharging horse- rake, was born August 10th , 1834, in

Cuba. He is at present a well known resident of Friend

ship.

sons .



THE TOWN OF GENESEE .

among them

HIS town lies wholly in the Holland Purchase .

It was formerly embraced within the boundaries

of the town of Cuba, and was set off as a separ

ate town April 16th , 1830 .

Land was first located in this town in the

fall of the year 1817 , by John Bell , jr. , who was born

in England May 5th , 1792 , and emigrated with his

father to this country in 1801 . Mr. Bell located in the

southeast corner of lot 49 in this town , where he cleared

up a small piece of land , upon which he built a log shanty

the following summer. The house stood on the east bank

and near the mouth of the small creek bearing his name.

Traces of the cellar are yet visible where Bell's log house

first stood , over sixty years ago. Mr. Bell was married

December 28th , 1818 , to Miss Jane King, of Ceres, Pa .
He

was a farmer and lumberman by occupation , as were most

of the early settlers . He occupied the old homestead until

his death , which occurred May 3d , 1874 .

The next to locate in what is now the town of Genesee

was Newman Crabtree, who located on lot 18 , in 1819,

cleared some land and built a log house, but did not stay

long, as the house was burned by an Indian in the summer

of 1822. In the fall of 1822 Jabez Burdick, a native of

Berlin , Rensselaer county, located in this town, on the

Little Genesee creek , and cleared a piece of land on the

north part of lot number 3 , where he built a log house; in

January, 1823 , he brought in his family, consisting of his

wife, a son and two daughters.

In the summer of 1824 Roswell Streeter, also from Berlin,

and Joseph Wells, of Westerly, R. I. , located in this town ,

and in the same year Blake Read and family. Streeter

settled on lot 11 , where the village of Little Genesee now

stands . Wells made a final settlement here in November,

1825 , with his wife and six children . They were followed

in December of the same year by Ezekiel Crandall , River

ious Hooker, jr. (who settled on Dodge's creek) , and John

Loop. Crandall was born December 7th, 1784, in Rhode

Island . He brought his family with a horse team , and

shipped his goods to Rochester. The family was three

weeks in reaching the town of Alfred . Mr. Crandall re

mained on the place where he located until his death ,

which occurred in 1855. In 1826 Joseph Maxon and his

son Joel located on lot 4, where they remained until they

died , the father in 1856 , and the son in 1865 .

About this time, says Mr. Stephen Maxon, John Wilson

and his two sons, Horace and Hiram, moved in and built a

s2w- mill on the Little Genesee creek , three miles from the

Oswayo. Hiram, the youngest son , owned and worked the

mill for many years, and was a prominent man

William and Norris Hooker were the next to locate in

this town , which they did in 1827 , on lots 55 and 56. John

Cook also settled on lot 55 . About this time quite a num

ber of families came in from Rhode Island , among them

those of Joel Crandall , Ethan and George Kinyon , Samuel

Jaques, Amos Green , and Rev. Henry P. Green ; and, as

stated by Mr. Stephen Maxson, those also of Benjamin and

David Maxon , the former of whom located on lot 57 . Kin

yon located on lot 3 , and lived there until his death in

1864. Crandall settled on lot 10. Jaques was born in Ex

eter, R. I. , July 15th , 1786 , and settled on lot 2 in this town

November 27th , 1827 .

Amos Green was born at Hopkinton, R. I. , February 25th ,

1792 , and his brother, Rev. Henry P. Green , at the same

place, March 28th , 1798. They settled on lot 13, and were

the first settlers on Windfall creek , above where Maxon

settled .

Early in 1828 other settlers came in , and

Rowland Coon , Deacon George Potter, Daniel Edwards,

and John Edwards, all natives of Rhode Island. Coon was

born at Hopkinton, March 17th , 1792 . He located in

April on lot 31 , where he lived till he died , in March, 1848 .

Daniel Edwards was born in Charleston, October 8th , 1798,

and John Edwards was born September 18th, 1801. They

located on lot 25 .

Elliott Smith settled on lot 40 in 1829, where he died in

1854. He was born in Berlin , Rennselaer county, N. Y. ,

April 20th , 1788. Ebenezer Bliss located on the south part

of lot 7 , in November, 1829. He was born at Newport, R.

I. , December 29th, 1796. Joseph Boss was born at New

port, December 10th , 1811 , and located here in 1837 .

In 1830 quite a large number of settlements were made

in this town . Among the more prominent settlers was

George Irish, born at North Stonington, Conn . , February

7th , 1810 . He settled on the north part of lot 48 on the

13th of November. Paul Eunis settled on lot 55. Palermo

Lackey, who was born in Franklin county, Vt . , located in this

town April 28th , 1830. Joseph S. Crandall was born at.

Brookfield , N. Y. , in 1796 , and settled on lot 47 , September

14th , 1830. He left the town in 1854, having been while

there one of its most active business men , and prom

inently identified with all the leading interests of the town.

His brother, E. P. Crandall , was born August 16th , 1800,

and located here with him . John Darling also located the

same year on lot 49 .

In 1831 , while the town was yet new , the population was

increased by the settlement here of Elias I. Maxon, George

Merritt, Benjamin C. Merritt , John Tanner, and Matthew

M. Crandall , all Rhode Islanders except Tanner . Elias

Maxon was born in Hopkinton, R. I. , April 3d, 1810, and

located on lot 55 in December 1831. The Merritts located

on lot 16 , and Tanner, who came from Petersburgh , N. Y.,
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located on lot 7 . From its first settlement , in 1817 , by Mr.

Bell , the town has maintained a steady growth, not only in

population , but in all the branches of industry that go to

make up a first -class town of the present day.

INDUSTRIAL AND SOCIAL BEGINNINGS.

lived in this town was that of Joseph Allen and Phebe

Maxon , in 1826 .

The first birth in the town of Genesee was that of Francis

K. Bell , son of John Bell , jr . , and the first death was also

that of this child . He was born November 25th , 1819, and

died December 29th of the same year. The first accidental

death in this town was that of Ira Burdick , who came here

from Berlin, N. Y., in 1827 , and settled on lot number 11 .

He was killed by the falling of a tree, while chopping in the

woods in the latter part of 1828.

The pioneer millwright and carpenter of the town was

Riverious Hooker, jr. He located on lot 63, in the north

east part of the town , in 1825. He was the master mechanic

of the surrounding country. Whenever a mill was to be

erected , or a mill dam built, Riverious was consulted as to

location , style of building and all other points appertaining

to the mill building business. If a new house was to be

erected , the “ boss ” carpenter was consulted before the

foundation stones were laid , and the wisdom of Riverious

was again brought out in the architecture of the new and sub

stantial dwelling of those times . The first frame house in

this town , was built in 1826, for Roswell Streeter, on lot 11 ,

where the village of Little Genesee now stands, on the site

now occupied by the dwelling house of Lewis J. Coon.

PIONEER INCIDENTS.

This was not an exception to other towns in its very

early history, as there had to be a starting point, a begin

ning in all its manufacturing and mechanical industries. In

order to get the necessary material for flooring houses and

barns, saw-mills had to be built ; for the conversion of;

cereals into food , grist - mills must be erected , and for the

the artisan shops had to be made. The first saw - mill in the

town was erected in 1819, on Little Genesee creek , on lot

18 , by Norman Crabtree. The mill was not finished , ready

for use, until the summer of 1822 , and in the fall of that

year the mill dam was destroyed by a large pine tree that

fell on it and broke it down . The mill was idle for a num

ber of years, as Mr. Crabtree had in the meantime moved

away. The property afterward passed into the hands of

Horace Wilson , who repaired the dam , put the mill in ope

ration , and worked it for several years .

Daniel and John Edwards , who settled here in 1828 , built

a saw- mill , which in a few years went to decay .

The first blacksmith shop in this town was erected in 1826

by Joseph Wells, a native of Rhode Island . He followed

blacksmithing , in connection with his farm work, till he died ,

in 1836. The shop stood where Samuel Wells's house now

stands in the village of Little Genesee, and was attached to

his house.

Matthew M. Crandall , a Rhode Islander by birth , was the

first shoemaker to locate in this town . He lived on the south

west part of lot 57 , and from this point he would " whip the

cat" among his many customers for miles around, making up

' cow hides," and " calf skins," as occasion required. He"

died at the old homestead September 9th , 1874 .

The cabinet or chair - making business was carried on in

1829 by Ebenezer D. Bliss, who came from Rhode Island

and located on the south part of lot number 7. He found

plenty of work among the pioneer settlers , and in this way

procured for himself and family the necessary provisions

for their sustenance .

Lewis P. Coon was the first to open a tavern in this town ,

which he did in 1842 , at Little Genesee village, where I. A.

Jordan's hotel now stands.

The pioneer store in this town was opened in 1831 by

Albert Langworthy. He kept a general assortment of gro

ceries, hardware and dry goods , such as was usually kept in

the stores of those days . His store stood on the site now

occupied by Aaron Langworthy, opposite the hotel in the

village of Little Genesee .

The first school in the town , according to some authorities,

was taught in the winter of 1826 and 1827 , by Rev. Henry

P. Green . The old school - house stood near the mouth of

Windfall creek, north of the village, on land now owned by

E.R. Crandall . Mr. Stephen Maxson informs us that the first

school was held in a log school -house built on Benjamin

Maxson's land in 1827 .

The first resident of this town who married after coming

here was John Bell, jr. He married Miss Jane King, of

Ceres, Pa. , in 1818. The first marriage where both parties

)

This town , although not settled as early as some in the

county, is not without its traditions of pioneer experience.

In the summer of 1822 , after he had cleared a piece of land ,

built a log hut, and got ready for housekeeping, Norman

Crabtree started with an ox team and sled to bring in his

family from the town of Wirt . On his way to Wirt he

stopped on lot No. 3 , and occupied an Indian hut for the

night. He would seem to have been indifferently accom

modated and had a grudge against his hotel , for in the

morning he took out his flint and punk wood, and soon had

the old Indian cabin in a blaze. He then resumed his

journey, and after staying a few days returned to Genesee,

to find his own house in ashes . He doubtless recognized

in this a punishment for his wanton destruction of the In

dian hut. He soon retraced his sieps to Wirt , where he

remained. A few days after the burning of the house Mr.

Timothy Cowles met an Indian and asked him why he

burned Crabtree's house, when the Indian replied “ he burn

me house, me burn his."

Mr. Albert B. Crandall might well be classed among the

pioneer laborers of this town , if not a pioneer settler.

located here in 1833 , on lot 61 . His first house was cut

from the ground upon which it was built-a rude log hut,

without even doors , windows or chimney. Blankets sup

plied the place of doors, and the cracks between the logs

took the place of a chimney, emitting the smoke from the

fire, and occasionally admitting a puff of fresh air . But he

was not of that aristocracy that is afraid to soil its fingers.

He labored not altogether for his own benefit, but also for

the educational advancement of others around him . He

taught school in the winter of 1833 and 1834, during the

day time, and did the chopping and clearing upon his lot

during moonlight nights.

When Mr. Jaques came to this town , it was by the way of

Albany, on account of bad roads and the great depth of

He brought with him his family , which consisted ofsnow.
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a wife and four children . Having traveled all the way from

Rhode Island to Albany on roads that were almost impass

ible, and having but one horse and a wagon, upon which

were loaded all their earthly effects, Mr. Jaques thought he

would try the then great western thoroughfare from Albany

westward ; consequently put his horse and wagon on a canal

scow , and started west , reaching Syracuse in eleven days .

At the end of thirty days he reached the objective point,

the land of milk and honey, what is now Little Genesee vil

lage. His means being somewhat exhausted, he worked for

the settlers to get provisions for himself and family. He

afterwards went a mile and a half into the woods, cleared a

patch , put up a log hut and went to keeping house. Game

of most kinds being abundant, a catch now and then sup

plied the family with meat. But what was most necessary

just then was a cow, which was purchased in the spring.

The same spring Mr. Jaques planted some corn on shares,

and when feeding time came he was obliged to carry the

corn fodder nearly a mile and a half upon his back to feed

Thus he persevered until the forest gave way to

the fields of golden grain , the log hut to the comfortable

and fashionable dwelling, the out -door foddering place to

the mammoth farm barn, well filled with the fruits of the

earth .

GENESEE Civil List ,

his cow.

up in rebellion against the government , and threatened its

destruction , the hearts of northern people were fired with a

zeal never before known . Men and money were offered in

abundance , and Genesee, catching the inspiration , responded

to the call of the President of the United States . At a

meeting held December 23d , 1863 , the following resolution

was passed:

Resolved, That we raise $300 for each volunteer, to the

number of volunteers necessary to fill the quota of this

town under the call of the President of the United States,

made October 17th , 1863 ; and that the said $300 be paid in

sums as follows , viz.: To every volunteer mustered into the

service of the United States, the sum of one hundred dollars

as soon as he shall be mustered into such service, in an

order on the treasurer, bearing interest, due March ist ,

1865 ; and when such volunteer shall have been in the service

twelve months, he shall receive fifty dollars additional, in an

order on the treasurer, due March ist, 1866. At the end of

eighteen months from time of enlistment , he shall receive

fifty dollars more , in an order on the treasurer, due March

ist, 1866. [ These $50 paynients were afterward merged in

one of $ 100 . ] After he shall have served two years and

shall have been honorably discharged from the service of

the United States , or shall have been at any time in such

service disabled and honorably discharged , he shall receive

the remaining portion of said bounty of $ 300 not previously

paid. If any volunteer be a married man and die , leaving

a family, his family shall be entitled to the amount of such

bounty not previously paid , in an order on the treasurer,

due March ist, 1867.

Dated , Genesee, December 23d , 1863 .

" A. B. Coon, Supervisor.

“ M. W. BABCOCK, Town Clerk .

“ ISAAC PROSSER, Justices of the

“ A. B. CRANDALI, S Peace.”

Of the volunteers from this town for the suppression of

the Rebellion , the following lost their lives in the service :

Eli P. Brown , enlisted Aug. 28 , 1861 , in the 5th N. Y.

artillery ; died at Annapolis March 27 , 1862 .

Marshall Crandall , enlisted Aug. 13 , 1872 , in the 85th

N. Y. infantry, Co. C ; was captured at Plymouth and died

at Andersonville .

Andrew B. Brown, enlisted in Aug. , 1862 ; died at Fair

fax Court-house.

Hadum Irish , enlisted Sept. I , 1861 , in the 85th N. Y.

infantry , Co. C ; was captured at Plymouth and died at

Andersonville .

Parker, enlisted Sept. 13 , 1861 , in Co. E, 85th N. Y

infantry ; died in the service.

Chandler Spencer, enlisted May 21 , 1861 , in Co. I, 27th

N. Y. infantry ; died in the service .

Hosea Palmer, enlisted Sept. 13, 1862, in Co. C, 85th

N. Y. infantry ; was captured at Plymouth ; died at Ander

sonville.

H. C. Rogers, enlisted Sept. 13 , 1862 , in Co. C, 85th

N. Y. infantry ; was captured at Plymouth and died at An

dersonville .

T. Withey , enlisted in Sept. , 1861 , in the 85th N. Y.

infantry ; died Dec. 24, 1875 .

Marion Maxon, enlisted Aug. 13 , 1861 , in Co. C, 85th

N. Y. infantry ; died June 20 , 1865 .

At the first annual town meeting held in the town of

Genesee, Tuesday, April 27th , 1830, the following officers

were elected for that year :

Supervisor, Benjamin Maxson ; town clerk , David Maxson ;

assessors , John Bell , jr . , George W. Kinyon, William

Hooker ; collector, Jabez Burdick ; commissioners of high

ways , Ethan Kinyon , Horace H. Wilson and Riverious

Hooker, jr.; overseers of poor, Joseph Maxson and Joseph

Wells ; commissioners of common schools, Joel Crandall ,

Rowland Coon and Edwin Stillman ; Inspectors of common

schools, Henry P. Green , Joel Maxson and George W. Kin

yon ; constables, Jabez Burdick, Norry Hooker and Daniel

Carr ; justices of the peace, James Waterbury, Ethan Kinyon ,

Joel Maxson and John L. Slaton .

Following is a complete list of supervisors and town

clerks from 1830 to 1879 , inclusive :

Supervisors. - 1830, Benjamin Maxson ; 1831 , 1832 , Hiram

Willson ; 1833-35 , 1839 , 1840 , 1847 , William P. Langworthy;

1836, Daniel Edwards ; 1837 , 1838, Daniel Edwards, jr.;

1841 , John Edwards ; 1842-44, Asa A. Langworthy ; 1845 ,

1846, 1852 , 1865 , 1866, Albert B. Crandall ; 1848, John A.

Langworthy; 1849-51 , 1853 , Ralph H. Adams; 1854 , 1863 ,

1864, Alonzo B. Coon ; 1855 , Alexander H. Main ; 1856-58 ,

Francis W. Prindle ; 1859 , 1860 , Ezekiel R. Crandall ; 1861 ,

1862 , William L. Bowler ; 1867 , 1868, Daniel Edwards ; 1869 ,

1870 , Walter Crandall ; 1871 , 1872 , Arthur N. Carpenter ;

1873 , 1874 , Thomas H. Green ; 1875 , 1876 , John J. Smith ;

1877 , 1878, John H. Crandall ; 1879 , Isaac Prosser.

Town Clerks . - 1830, David Maxson ; 1831 , 1832 , John

Edwards ; 1833-50 , Joel Maxon ; 1851 , Francis W. Prindle ;

1852 , 1853 , Ezekiel R. Crandall ; 1854, 1855 , Francis W.

Prindle ; 1856-58, Warren W. Wellman ; 1859-61 , Walter

Crandall ; 1862 , Alfred Barber ; 1863-68, M. W. Babcock ;

1869, Julius Prindle ; 1870-79 , Julius B. Prindle .

GENESEE IN THE Civil WAR .

9 )

When in 1861 the southern portion of our country rose
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State census in 1875 the town had rallied and came nearly

up to the population of 1860. We give the population for

each successive five years from 1830, the year that the town

was organized : 1830, 219 ; 1835 , 470 ; 1840, 578 ; 1845 ,

659 ; 1850 , 672 ; 1855 , 895 ; 1860 , 963 ; 1865 , 922 ; 1870 ,

888 ; 1875 , 958 .

LITTLE GENESEE

William H. Crandall, enlisted May 1 , 1861 , in the 16th

Pennsylvania; re - enlisted Oct. 7 , 1861 , in Co. A , 18th regi

ment U. S. army; killed at Johnsborough , Ga . , Sept. 1 ,

1864 .

William Jennings, enlisted Aug. 13 , 1862 , in Co. E , 85th

N. Y. infantry ; was captured at Plymouth ; died at Annap

olis, Md ., Mch . 20 , 1865 .

O. Lackey, enlisted Sept. 1 , 1861 , in the 85th N. Y.

infantry; killed at Fair Oaks May 31 , 1862 .

William B. Bliss, enlisted June 25 , 1861 , in Co. I , 27th

N. Y. infantry ; died Jan. 28, 1862 .

Addison Burdick, enlisted Sept. 13 , 1861 , in the 85th

N. Y. infantry; was captured at Plymouth and died at An

dersonville .

Marcus Crandall, enlisted in 1861 in the 85th N. Y. in

fantry in Co. C ; killed at the battle of Fair Oaks May 31 ,

1862 .

Floyd Crandall , enlisted Sept. 13 , 1861 , in Co. C, 85th

N. Y. infantry; captured at Plymouth and died at Flor

ence.

In

I

0. Keyes, enlisted in Sept., 1862 , in the 5th N. Y. cav

alry ; was captured at Plymouth and died at Anderson

ville .

George P. Brown, enlisted Aug. 28, 1861 , in the 5th N. Y.

cavalry ; died at home.

Sylvanus Putman , enlisted in Sept., 1862 , in the 60th N. Y.

infantry ; died at Franklin, La ., in Jan. , 1864 .

Henry Vilend , enlisted in the 160th N. Y. infantry ; died

Aug. , 1863

Schuyler Maxon, enlisted in Sept. , 1862 , in the 85th N. Y.

infantry ; died at Newbern , N. C. , in April, 1863 .

William Champlain, enlisted in Sept., 1862 , in the 85th

N. Y. infantry ; died at Andersonville in Aug., 1864 .

George Williams, enlisted in 1861 in Co. C, 85th N. Y.

infantry ; died at Anderson ville .

James H. Ballard , enlisted in the 136th N.Y. infantry, Co.

A ; died at Washington.

Warren P. Woodward , enlisted in Sept. , 1862 , in the 134th

N. Y. infantry; died in hospital at Washington .

Cassius Maxon , enlisted in 1863 ; was killed at the battle

of the Wilderness.

John Van Velzer, enlisted in Sept., 1861 , in the 85th N. Y.

infantry; died at Andersonville .

Robert B. Ballard , enlisted Sept. , 1861 , in the 85th N. Y.

infantry ; died at Andersonville.

Josiah Hand, enlisted July 4 , 1862 , in the 107th infantry ;

died Nov. 12th, 1862 .

Hiram Moore, enlisted in Sept., 1861 , in the 85th N. Y.

infantry; died at Anderson ville.

John Moore, enlisted in Sept., 1861 , in the 85th N. Y.

infantry ; was in Andersonville a year, and then died at

Annapolis .

Monroe Jordon , enlisted in Sept. , 1861 , in the 85th N. Y.

infantry ; died at Washington in 1862 .

was settled as early as 1824 by Joseph Wells, who came

here from Rhode Island, and Roswell Streeter, who emigrated

here from Berlin , N. Y. Mr. Wells purchased of the Hol

land Land Company the tract of land upon which the vil

lage is situated . It was at that time a dense forest of heavy

timber, composed mostly of pine, intermixed with other

kinds of wood , which , were it standing at the present time,

would be far more valuable than the entire wealth of the

valley as it now is. The agent of the land company piloted

Mr. Wells along the creek , where the land is level and the

tall pines showed to the best advantage, and represented to

him that the valley was two miles wide at that point.

the simplicity of his honesty, he took the agent's word , as

the forest was so dense that he could see but a short dis

tance. It is enough to say, that the agent multiplied the true

width by the figure 4. Mr. Wells located and built his log

house, with a blacksmith shop attached , on the site now oc

cupied by his son , Samuel Wells, on Main street, in the

village . Here he carried on the blacksmithing business,

and in after years erected a trip hammer ” shop on the

creek , west of his house and blacksmith shop. Here he

carried on a large business for many years, when similar

shops were erected in her localities ; and finally, in conse

quence of increasing cares , coupled with old age , he gave up

the business, and the shops and mills of his building have

gone to decay, with the single exception of a saw-mill ,

owned and to a limited extent operated by his son Samuel,

in connection with his farm and blacksmith shop. Mr.

Streeter located in the south part of the village, where Lewis

J. Coon now lives, and built the first frame house erected

in this town . The highway at that time ran along the foot

of the hill in the rear of all the buildings that are now on

the east side of the road , intersecting the present road , at

either end , or north and south of the village .

The post-office was established at this place in 1831 , with

Benjamin Maxson as postmaster. He lived and kept the

office in the house now owned by Ethan Kinyon , a little

north of the village . The mails were carried on horseback,

and received at this office once a week . At present the

office is in charge of Julius B. Prindle, and is kept in the

store on Main street next door south of the hotel.

The first store at this place was kept by Albert Lang

worthy , in the building now occupied by Aaron Langwortny,

on Main street , opposite Prindle's store . The first tavern

in this village was kept by Lewis P. Coon , in the same

building There were in 1879 within the limits of

the village one cheese factory, a carpenter and joiner

shop, two blacksmiths' shops, a wagon shop, two millinery

shops, one grocery store , one general dry goods and gro

cery store , a post -office, one hotel, a washing machine manu

factory, one meat market, one church (Seventh - Day Baptist),

and one school -house . The population of the village was

then two hundred and twenty - five.

POPULATION OF THE TOWN.

The population of the town has steadily increased from

its first settler until the year 1865 , when, at the taking of the

census that year, it was ascertained that for the preceding

five years there had been a falling off of 41. There was

another decrease in the next five years, of 34 , but at the
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THE FIRST SEVENTH -DAY BAPTIST CHURCH

was organized July 9th , 1827 , by Elders William B. Max

son , and John Green .

The following named persons composed the constituent

membership : Joseph Maxson, Benjamin Maxson , Ezekiel

Crandall , Henry P. Green , Joel Maxson, Amos Green, Es

ther Green , Lydia Maxson , Susan Crandall , Joseph Wells ,

Lydia Wells, Lucy Green , Phebe Maxson and Nancy Ken

yon . Only two of them are still living-Amos Green, who

is still a member, and Phebe Maxson , now Phebe Allen , a

resident of Wirt and a member of the church at Friendship .

The first meeting of this society was held at the house of

Joseph Maxson . Subsequent meetings of the church were

held from house to house until 1835 , when school - houses

were occupied. The present house of worship was built in

1837 and 1838, and dedicated in September of the latter

year. The dedicatory sermon was preached by Elder Wal

ter B. Gillette . The building was erected by Maxson Still

man, of the town of Alfred ,at a contract price of $2,400,

and was at that time considered the best church edifice in

Allegany county.

Henry P. Green, one of the original members, was licens

ed by the Friendship church to preach, and on the organi

zation of this church was chosen itsleader. He was also lic

ensed by this church , February 27th , 1831 , and in January ,

1835 was ordained . He was the first resident minister in the

town and prominently identified with the church from his

ordination till his death , which occurred April 28th , 1868.

Among those who have succeeded Elder Henry P. Green ,

as supplies for this church , have been John Green , Stillman

Coon , Walter B. Gillette, Edwin Stillman and Thomas

E. Babcock. In 1844 S. S. Griswold was engaged and be

came the first pastor of the church . He remained a little

over a year. Elder J. L. Scott commenced pastoral labors

in June, 1845 , and remained two years. Elder James Baily

began labor for the church in 1848, and remained until 1854 ,

when Elder Thomas B. Brown assumed the pastorate in

May, 1854, and labored for the church until May, 1877 , a

period of twenty -three years . He was succeeded in March,

1878, by Elder M. S. Wardner , the present pastor.

The first deacons of the ch'irch were George Potter,

chosen January 25th , 1828 ; Jairus Crandall, Dennis Saun

ders, and Peleg Babcock, chosen in March, 1836 ; Joel

Crandall and E. R. Crandall in 1856, and Joel B. Crandall,

January 28th , 1876. The present deacons are Jairus Cran.

dall , E. R. Crandall and Joel B. Crandall .

The whole membership of the church , from its organiza

tion until the present time, has been five hundred and thirty

six , of which one hundred have died , one hundred and seventy

been dismissed by letter to join other churches, and forty

eight rejected, leaving the present membership at two hun

dred and eighteen .

The Sabbath - school was commenced in 1844 as a Bible

class, with thirty - five members and S. S. Griswold as leader.

The school at the present time numbers one hundred and

twenty, with Joel B. Crandall as superintendent.

The present value of the church property is $3,000 .

WEST GENESEE

is a small hamlet in Dodge's creek valley, in the north

west part of the town . There is one church (Seventh - Day

Baptist), a school -house and about twenty dwellings, and one
hundred inhabitants.

Sabbath worship and church privileges . From these feel

ings of need arose the Third Seventh Day Baptist church of

Genesee, which was organized with twelve members, June,

2nd , 1834 , and reorganized in 1843 , with twelve members

as follows: - Edwin M. Crandall, John Sanders, Ethan P.

Crandall, Electa Crandall, Orenzo Coon, Lindon Crandall ,

Cornelia Crandall , Narcissa Crandall , Betsy Smith, Hannah

Childs, Sally Coon, Jane Reed .

E. P. Crandall received the right hand of fellowship in be

half of the church, and was the first deacon chosen and

ordained by the church ; he held the office until removed by

death in 1877 .

Rev. Henry P. Green was the first pastor, and continued

as such for a number of years, and after him Elders L. D.

Ayers, P. S. Crandall, 2. Campbell, C. A. Burdick, J. C.

West, G. J. Crandall, S. Burdick, J. L. Huffman , W. B. Gil

lette and W. H. Ernst served as pastors at different periods .

The church edifice, which will seat one hundred and fifty

persons, was erected in 1859 at a cost of $ 1,600 ; the church

property is now valued at $2,000 .

Rev. 2. Campbell was pastor at the time of building the

church. It was dedicated in the fall of the same year, the

dedication sermon being preached by Rev. D. E. Maxson.

Meetings had been heldin the district school-house pre

vious to the building of the church .

The first regular organization for Sabbath-school took

place January 1st, 1867. G. J. Crandall was the first super

intendent. The present number of scholars is thirty. The

school is called the Sabbath -school of the Third Seventh

day Baptist Church of Genesee.

CERES

is situated near the center of the south line of the town ,

and about half the village is in Pennsylvania. In that por

tion of the village lying in this town and State there are the

post-office, store, grist and saw-mills , harness and other

shops , and about one hundred inhabitants .

BIOGRAPHICAL .

aJacob E. Brock is a native of Olean , where he was born

March 2nd , 1826. He is a farmer and house joiner. He re

moved to Ceres twenty - six years ago from Hinsdale, N. Y.

On the 2nd of May, 1852 , he was married to Judith Wood

ard , of Cuba. He has been trustee of school district No.

6 fourteen years. He enlisted in the 85th volunteers in

1864, but was discharged in 1865 on account of a shell

wound in the left leg received at the battle of Kingston.

Benjamin H. Call , shoemaker, Ceres, has lived in this

county over forty years; he came here from Warren county,
where he was born in Luzerne ), November 22nd, 1807 .

He was married in 1828 to Caroline Hogle, of that place .

He has been justice of the peace three years, commissioner

of highways eleven years, and inspector of election , and is

at present deputy postmaster.

John H. Crandall has been supervisor of this town two

years, and served through almost the entire civil war in the

27th and 136th regiments. He was born in Genesee, March

19th , 1843, and is a farmer. He was married April 23d ,

1870, to Laura O. Fitch , of Bolivar.

John B. Gleason, for the last nineteen years a resident of

Ceres, where he is a boot and shoemaker and merchant, was

born August 25th , 1836, in Angelica, and from there re
moved to Ceres. He married Abena Coon, of Friendship ,

July 4th , 1860. He served through the autumn of 1862 in

the 150th Pennsylvania (“ Bucktail " ) regiment, and was

discharged on account of sickness.

SEVENTH -DAY BAPTIST CHURCH OF WEST GENESEE .

In the fall of 1830 a few Seventh -Day Baptists came into

what was then called Cuba (now Genesee) , into a new

country to begin pioneer life and build up a society. Soon

after it was decided to form a church , in order to enjoy
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Hitchings and William L. Weaver, commissioners of high

ways ; Thomas Kinne, Ephraim Bullock and Reuben H.

Smith , commissioners of common schools ; P. B. Richmond,

Luzon Van Nostrand and Silas Olney , inspectors of schools ;

John L. Johnston , Forbes H. Oliver and John Utter, con

stables.

The following named persons have served the town as

supervisors from 1839 to 1878 , inclusive :

1839, 1842 , 1845 , Isaac Van Nostrand ; 1840, Abner Bis

sell ; 1841 , Joseph Platt ; 1843 , 1844, 1848, 1849 , 1858, 1865 ,

William Van Nostrand ; 1846, 1847 , S. P. Jones ; 1850, 1851 ,

1857 , 1859 , John Wheeler ; 1852 , 1853 , Lewis Van Nos

trand ; 1854, 1855 , William R. Toby ; 1856 , William M.

Smith ; 1860, Asa N. White ; 1861 , 1862 , 1867-69 , Wash

ington Moses ; 1863 , 1864, Omar Olney ; 1866 , George W.

Pitt ; 1870, 1871 , 1877 , 1878 , William Weaver ; 1872 , 1873 ,

1876 , John N. Phinney : 1874 , 1875 , Moses Stockwell .

The town clerks from 1838 to 1878, inclusive, have been

as follows :

1839, Samuel C. Jones ; 1840, Joseph Platt ; 1841 , Enos

Baldwin ; 1842-44, 1846-49, William L. Weaver ; 1845;

Silas H. Olney ; 1850, 1851 , 1853 , 1854 , 1859, Asa N. White ;

1852 , Abner Remington ; 1855-58, Thomas Parker ; 1860,

1861 , William Pitt ; 1862 , R. A. Comstock ; 1863 , 1864, John

N. Phinney ; 1865 , William S. Green ; 1866, John S. Snyder ;

1867 , 1878, Jónas R. Collister.

The town officers elected for 1879 were as follows : Su

pervisor, Gurdon H. White ; town clerk, Jonas R. Collister ;

justice, John L. Dudley ; assessor, Alonzo Aldrich ; highway

commissioner, David E. Tadder ; collector, Fred Bennett ;

inspectors of election , George E. Ferguson , William L.

Weaver ; overseer of the poor, Daniel Bennett ; constables,

Fred Bennett , Washington Bradley , Aziza Moses, Frank

Ess, William Locke ; game constable, Hartley E. Barber.

HE central town on the northern border of the

county, Granger originally formed a part of the

celebrated Morris Reserve. It was formed from

Grove, as West Grove, April 13th , 1838. It

was renamed , in honor of Postmaster General Fran

cis Granger, March 6th , 1839. The first town meet

ing was held at the house of Orville Hitchings, March

5th of the year last mentioned , “ the supervisors and justices

of the said town,” according to the records, " being present .

The expenses and proceedings of the previous year were

read by J. Weed, Esq . , supervisor, whereupon the following

by- laws were voted and passed :

“ ist . — That neat cattle,sheep and horses may go at large

on the highways betwixt the tenth day of April , and the

tenth day of November in each year.

“ 2nd . - A lawful fence shall be made of substantial ma

terials, four and a half feet high, and no holes near the bot

tom exceeding four inches in width .

“ 3d .—Rams shall not be suffered to go at large after the

middle of August in each year, under a penalty of five dol

lars, to be recovered of the owner after he has had twenty

four hours notice to confine him .

“ 4th . - Any person who suffers any Canada thistles to go

to seed on lands enclosed and occupied by him shall forfeit

the sum of five dollars, provided it shall appear he has had

due notice of the same.

" 5th .—No cattle shall be permitted to go at large on the

highway within half a mile of any tavern , store or mill be

tween the first of November and the first of April, under a

penalty of two dollars for each offense .

“ 6th.— The foregoing forfeitures and penalties may be

recovered by action of debt before any justice of the peace

of the town, with costs of suit, in the name of the overseers

of the poor ; and when collected shall be paid one half to

the overseers of the poor, and one half to the person

prosecuting for the same."

Among other ordinances passed it was voted to “ pay a

bounty of ten dollars for the destruction of an old wolf,

and five dollars for a young one;" to " pay fifty cents for the

destruction of an old fox and twenty - five cents for a young

one;" to pay a bounty of fifty cents “ on wildcats to be killed

in said town by the inhabitants thereof," and to raise all

the school money that the law will allow , " and “ twenty dol

lars for the use of highways."

The following named persons were elected to fill the

town offices for one year from March 5th , 1839 : Isaac Van

Nostrand , supervisor ; Samuel C. Jones, town clerk ; John L.

Johnson, collector ; Rufus Shepard , William Pitt and Sal

mon Remingtor , assessors ; Moses White and Hosea Has.

kins, overseers of the poor ; Rodolph Snyder, Orville

-

PIONEERS AND PIONEER EVENTS AND INSTITUTIONS.

Settlement was begun in the town in February, 1816,

when Reuben Smith and his two sons, Wilcox and Isaac,

and his sons-in - law, James McCoon and Rufus Trumbull

and a man named Ellis, from Vermont, and Elias Smith ,

from Otsego county, located at Short Tract . Hiram Smith

states that his father, Darling Smith , a native of Otsego

county, came about the same time with his wife and four

sons and a daughter, and took a contract for fifty acres of

land . He built his own house and slept in it the first night

after it was up. For a time after they came they had no

neighbors within three miles north and seven miles south

and the same distance or more east and west. Mr. Smith

set out the first orchard in the town and helped to open

most of the roads through that section of the county.

A year or two later Ira Hopper, from Steuben county,

а
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settled at Short Tract, and William White, a New Eng

lander, near the center of the town.

The year 1817 was signalized by the birth, in March, of

Olive Smith, daughter of Elias Smith, which was the first

after white settlement begun. There is some discrepancy

of statement regarding both the identity and the date of the

first death . Childs in his "Allegany County Directory " says:

“ The first death was , according to one authority, that of

Olive Linee, in 1817 ; while another believes it to have

been that of a negro named Jaquay, ' previous to 1819 .

William Van Nostrand states that a negro named Jaques

was the first person who died in Granger, his death having

taken place in 1817 , and that he was buried on lot number

20, and his body taken up two years later and interred in a

burial ground which had been selected on another part of

the same lot, the funeral services having been held in the

barn of Isaac Van Nostrand (William Van Nostrand's

father) .

The first religious services were held by Rev. Mr. Hill,

a Methodist, at the house of Elias Smith, in 1818 .

In 1819 Isaac Van Nostrand came to Granger and took

two hundred and ninety acres of lot number 20 , north of

Short Tract , and erected a log cabin in which he lived

alone until he thought it advisable to bring his family on to

his new possessions. Isaac Hatch came about the same

time. He and Van Nostrand were both carpenters, and

worked together at a later day in building many of the

earlier frame houses in the town .

During the summer Van Nostrand built the first saw -mill

in Granger. He was obliged to go seven miles for help to

aise it , and most of his assistants were Indians, who had

probably never borne a part in a similar job before.

After getting his mill started , Van Nostrand cut logs and

sawed them into lumber, out of which, the next year, he

built the first framed house in the town , after completing

which he went back to Milton, Saratoga county (where he

had formerly lived ), for his family. In August, 1821 , he

started to return to Allegany county, accompanied by his

wife and six children , who with their household effects were

transported by means of horse teams. They were seven

days in making the journey . Mr. Van Nostrand became

and long continued to be one of the most influential men

in the town . He was supervisor of Nunda when it was

composed of the present towns of Nunda, Grove, Granger

and Portage ; when Grove was set off he was its first super

visor, and he was similarly honored upon the organization of

Granger.

Other settlers , about 1819 or before, were Thomas Worden ,

from Massachusetts, Samuel Horton , from Canandaigua,

and Oliver Smith, near the central part ; Charles Abbott on

lot number 37 , in the south part ; James Osman and a man

named Allen , on lot number 28 , and John Wheeler, from

Vermont , on lot number 247 , in the north part . About the

same time Curtis Coe and John Boughton, from Cayuga

county, settled on the State road , in the northeastern part

of the town . In 1819 also came Ebenezer Balch and Joel

Pratt, from Whitehall, Washington county, N.Y. , and settled

near Short Tract, on lot number 21 .

The first school meeting was held May 21st , 1819 , at

which it was voted to build a school -house of logs, twenty

two feet long, to be completed by the 20th of the following

month, on lot number 36. The first school was taught

by Miss Arzevilla Williams the same year. Isaac Van

Nostrand , Darling Simth and others erected the building.

Elias Smith kept the first inn at Short Tract in 1819, and

the first store at the same place in 1820.

One of the best known of the early settlers is Ephraim

Bullock , who was born in Stratford, Orange county , Vt., in

1792 . In company with his father and mother (John and

Tabitha Bullock , and their family, Ephraim started from

his native State for western New York February 17th , 1813 .

When they reached l'alatine, Montgomery county, Mr. and

Mrs. Bullock were striken with a fever and died at the end

of a week, and were laid to rest in one grave. Before the

children could proceed on their journey Ephraim was taken

sick , and it was not until forty - two days from that of their

departure from their New England home that they arrived

(making the journey with a four -ox team ) at Caledonia ,

Livingston county. There they rented one room of the cabin

of Captain Pinnick , in which they lived while Ephraim

worked out for the neighboring settlers, clearing land and

farming until 1817 , when he decided to learn the cooper's

trade. He was thus engaged for three years , at the expira.

tion of which (1820) he removed to Granger, and was mar

ried the next year to Electa, daughter of William White.

The marriage above mentioned was probably the second

in the town , the first having been celebrated during the

spring of the same year, the contracting parties having been

Isaac Hatch, who has been mentioned in connection with

early building in the town , and Clarissa Pratt .

In 1822 Mr. Bullock bought one hundred and sixty acres

of lot number 20 (nearly all of which he cleared ), and after

wards traded with Van Nostrand for one hundred acres

where he now lives. Mr. Bullock served with the “ Silver

Greys” in the war of 1812 . Mrs. Bullock died May 12th ,

1857 .

Charles Mill, Philetus Reynolds and John Bellows located

in the southeastern part, and Darius Scovell and Rufus

Shepard on the State road in the eastern part, in 1820 , and

before the close of the year Willard Moore, from Saratoga

county, settled on lot number 20. He and Joel Pratt built

the first frame barns in the town .

It will be observed that a number of families settled on

or near Short Tract in 1819 and 1820. Of the settlers of

that day Ephraim Bullock and Isaac Hatch are the only

survivors. In 1854 Hatch went west , where he now ( 1878)

lives .

Samuel Moses, from the town of Lima, Livingston county,

settled in the northeastern part of the town in the spring of

1822 ,

In January, 1823 , Abner Comstock came to the town and

bought forty acres of land , which he cleared and on which

he erected a log house. He early became identified with

the interests of the locality in which he had found a home,

and was instrumental in the development of its resources.

He cut seven miles of the road to Nunda. His name ap

pears often in the town records as that of an office holder.

Enos Baldwin , who died September 25th , 1876 , at the age

of seventy - nine (nearly a decade past the allotted “ three

score-and -ten " ), will be long remembered by the residents of

Granger as the incumbent for thirty -two successive years of

the office of justice of the peace. He also held other im

portant town offices, and was for several years a captain

under the State militia law . He came, about 1823 , from
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The family were natives of England . James Bennett , also

of English birth , came to Granger with his family in 1833 .

He died April 5th , 1876. Mrs. Bennett, who survives him,

is living at Short Tract ( 1878 ) at the age of seventy. Aziza

Reynolds and his son , R. W. Reynolds, came the same year.

The former died December 8th , 1877. Ebenezer Fuller,

father of Alonzo W. Fuller, came in during 1834 and took a

contract for one hundred and twenty acres, all of which

was wild land except ten acres, upon which some improve

ments had been made . Benjamin Snyder moved in from

Centreville in 1838.

POPULATION AT DIFFERENT PERIODS.

According to the census of 1840 , the population of Gran

ger was 1,064 . It increased slowly but steadily during the

next five years. Among the new comers of that period

was William M. Rutherford, from Steuben county (in 1842) .

The population in 1845 was 1,178 . Several new settlers

came prior to 1850, prominent among whom was Hiram

Tuttle (in 1849) , whose son , William Tuttle, is well known

in the town. The population in 1850 was 1,309 ; 1855 , 1,218

John N. Phinney moved in from Almond in the latter year

and other settlers followed . The population was 1,257 in

1860 ; 1,054 in 1865 ; 1,050 in 1870, and 1,159 in 1875 .

-

STATISTICAL ExhibiT OF DAIRY PRODUCTS.

Mount Morris , Livingston county , and took up a farm at

Short Tract where he lived during life . His son , George W.

Baldwin , is a well known resident of the town . During the

year 1823 Ira Parker moved in from Scipio, Cayuga county ,

and settled on the old State road , where he made an opening

in the woods and erected a log house . Manning Hardy,

from the town of Richmond, Ontario county, located on lot

number 264 , in January of the same year, during which

Solomon Crofoot and Peleg Sweet, from Mount Morris,

Livingston county, and Samuel Hurd settled on lot number

13 and Stephen Spencer in the southeast part of the town .

Daniel Moses came to Granger in 1823 and took up fifty

acres of lot number 263 on the old Church road , on which

he erected the primitive abode of a pioneer, into which he

moved his family from Lima, Livingston county . He be

came a prominent man in the vicinity and remained so

until his death , at the age of sixty - six, October 8th, 1867 .

Mrs. Moses is now ( 1878) living, at the age of eighty -two .

Daniel Moses's father and two brothers served in the war of

1812. His sons, Washington and Aziza Moses, are among

the most prominent men of the county, both having re

peatedly served in positions of high official responsibility.

The first framed school - house was built in 1824, by Isaac

Van Nostrand , assisted by Isaac Hatch, Abner Comstock,

Daniel Moses and a number of others, whose names cannot

be recalled .

Settlement continued , and among those who came in in

1826 was Enoch Holady, accompanied by his family one

of whom was his son , Harlon Holady) . He took up fifty

acres on Oak Hill , where he built a double log house and

the first framed barn . He died at the age of seventy- five.

The next year Marmaduke Aldrich , who had come out

from Lima, Livingston county, to the northwest part of the

present town of Grove in 1822 , moved into the northeast

part of Granger, where he resided until his death . About

the same time Horace Dane, from Vermont, located in the

same neighborhood . Salmon Remington , from Genoa,

Cayuga county , and Abraham Lampman, from Yates county,

came in 1829, the former locating in the eastern and the

latter in the southeast part of the town .

There was quite an influx of settlers in 1830, William L.

Weaver, James Wilcox , William Ralph , William Pitt and

John Bennett being among the new comers. Weaver, who

was born in Orwell , Vt . , April 17th 1797 , took up eighty

five acres, erected a log house on it and began the work

of improvement . Wilcox and Pitt were both of Eng

lish nativity. The latter took up one hundred and forty

acres of land and built his own house. He has been prom

inent in town affairs both before and since the organization

of Granger. Bennett was the father of Jesse Bennett, a

well known resident and business man of Short Tract. In

1831 William and Henry Bennett came, accompanied by

their families . Daniel Bennett is a son of the former. The

latter came with teams from Rochester. His family con

sisted of his wife and six sons and a daughter. Charles

Bennett is one of the sons, and was eighteen years old at

that time. They took up two hundred and forty-six acres

and worked about the neighborhood until they had paid for

it . At first their only building was a barn of sufficient

capacity for the storage of their produce. They erected a

house on the farm in 1844. After living on the place

twenty-nine years Charles Bennett removed to Short Tract

Average number of milch cows kept in 1874 , 669 ; in

1875 , 782 ; number of cows whose milk was sent to factory

in 1874, 358 ; in 1875 , 545 ; amount of butter made in fam

ilies in 1874, 55,894 pounds; cheese, 50 pounds. There are

two cheese factories in the town , both of which are doing a

large and increasing business, and the town is destined to

take rank as one of the foremost dairy towns in the county.

THE VILLAGE OF SHORT TRACT.

William Short took up a large tract of land through which

the Short Tract road has its course, and which embraces the

village of Short Tract. It was conveyed to him by the Og

dens. It was from this purchase that the present village,

which extends nearly a mile along the road mentioned , de .

rived its name. It contained in 1878 three stores, two

churches, a cheese factory, two wagon shops , three black

smith shops, a school -house and a commodious town hall,

built by Jonas R. Collister in 1872. The population was

about one hundred .

M

T

MAPLE GROVE LODGE, NO. 761 , F. A. M.

:

This lodge, which is composed of some of the most prom

inent and influential citizens of the town of Granger, meets

in the second story of the town hall . The first meeting to

discuss the admissibility of organization was held February

27th , 1875 , and the lodge was instituted on the 5th of the

following month, with the following named charter mem

bers : George S. Goldstone, De Witt C. Albee, Jonas R.

Collister, John Douglass, John Wilcox, Washington Moses

and James C. Burr.

The first officers were as follows : W. M. , George S. Gold

stone ; S. W., De Witt C. Albee ; J. W., Jonas R. Collister ;

treasurer, Washington Moses ; secretary, Rev. A. H. Mary

ott ; S. D. , James Douglass ; J. 1 ) . , John Wilcox ; tiler, Silas

Brundage.
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The past worshipful masters are George S. Goldstone and

Jonas R. Collister.

The present officers are as follows :

W. M., Jonas R. Collister ; S. W. , Jasper N. Parker ;

J. W. , John Wilcox ; secretary, S. B. Luckey ; treasurer,

James Douglas ; S. D. , De Witt C. Albee ; J. D. , Edwin G.

Snyder ; M. C. , James C. Burr and Timothy D. C. Boss ;

tiler, John Jones .

SHORT TRACT METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

The first religious services were held at the house of

Elias Smith in 1818, by Rev. Mr. Hill . The M. E. church

was organized in 1826 by Mr. Buel , the first pastor. The

first church edifice was erected about 1841. It was enlarged

and remodeled about 1863, under the labors of Rev. Mr.

Bush, so as to seat three hundred persons. It was en

larged again in 1877 , under the labors of J. C. Stephens, ad

ding seating room for one hundred more. The value of

the church is $5,000 , that of the parsonage $ 1,000 and that

of the sheds $1,000 .

The following ministers have served the charge , nearly in

the following order : Rev. Messrs . Deway, William Gage,

G. Gould ( two years, afterward two years more ) , Asa

Orcolt, Henry Wisner, Asa Story ,—Brunson,JohnWatson,

Chandler Wheeler, Joseph Pearsall, — Pickard ,—Fer

guson , Anderson, A. Maker (supplied two years) , Wil

liam Haskell , — Wright, — Cornels , C. Gool (twice) ,,

Milo Scott ; 1855 , Ralph Clapp ; 1856 , L. L. Rogers ; 1857 ,

Stephen Brown ; 1858, 1859, E. Huntington ; 1860, 1861 ,

James Duncan ; 1862 , 1863 , Bush ; 1864, 1865 , W. N.

Shulp ; 1866 , F. M. Smith ; 1867 , P. D. Clark ; 1868, 1869

(and two years at some time before) , V. Brownell ; 1870,

J. B. Peck ; 1871-73 , S. D. Picket ; A. H. Maryott, John

Spinks, R. F. Kay, T. J. O. Wooden ; 1876 , J. C. Stephens.

In October, 1877 , Isaac Harris was appointed here ; he re

turned and is the present incumbent.

The church is in fine condition , numbering over two

hundred members. Some marked revivals were held under

the labors of Rev. Messrs. Haskell, Gool, Maker, Brown,

Bush , Brownell and Harris, who has added nearly one

hundred to the church during his stay.

>

Freeman Atwood, boot, shoe and leather merchant, was

born November 7th , 1798, in Massachusetts, as we are in

formed by his son Freeman B. Atwood, and removed from

Boston to Granger in 1833. He was once justice of sessions,

and also served as justice of the peace. He died Sep

tember 7th, 1869.

D. W. C. Albee , carriage maker, was born in Hume, May

30th , 1841 , and came to Granger in 1867. The previous

year, January 22nd , his marriage with Miss Emma M. Bar

rows, of Rochester occurred . He is overseer of the poor.

G. W. Baldwin , farmer, son of Enos Baldwin , was born

in Granger, October 14th , 1834. His father, a native of Con

necticut, came to the county about 1823 , and settled at

Short Tract. He was one of the prominent men of the

town, and is honorably mentioned in the history of Gran

ger. G. W. Baldwin married Miss Alice Gray, of Allen ,

November 22nd , 1857. He owns one hundred and forty-six

acres of land , and holds the position of excise commis

sioner.

Daniel Bennett , a native of England, was born February

ist , 1823 In 1831 he came to America . He married Miss

Sylvia Hatch , of Granger, November 8th , 1846. Miss

Hatch's father, Isaac Hatch, is the subject of some inter

esting comments in the history of Granger. Daniel Ben

nett is a farmer, and owns seventy acres of land . He wasa

at one time collector of the town .

Mrs. Frances A. Bennett, a native of England , was born

March 17th , 1809. She came to the town of Granger in

1833. She married James Bennett, also a native of Eng

land . He died April 5th , 1876, aged sixty -nine. Mrs.

Bennett has five children . She is living near her youngest

son , Frederick A. Bennett, a blacksmith and wagon -maker,

who was born in Granger, September 18th , 1846 .

married Miss Mary Smith , of Granger, in 1864 . His

brother, James H. Bennett, was a soldier in the 85th

New York volunteers, and died August 9th , 1864, in Ander

sonville prison , after three years ' imprisonment.

Jesse Bennett , merchant and postmaster at Short Tract,

was born in Granger, December 14th , 1844. His father,

John Bennett, was a native of England and came to Amer.

ica in 1830. Mr. Bennett has held the office of assessor in

Allen , where he has a farm of eighty -two acres . November

5th , 1865 , he married Miss Carrie Snyder, of Granger. Dur

ing the war Mr. Bennett was in the 104th N. Y. volunteers.

He participated in twenty-one battles, and was an inmate of

a rebel prison five months.

J. R. Collister, a life- long resident of Granger, was born

January ist , 1834. His wife was formerly Miss Elizabeth

Bennett , of Granger. They were married May ist , 1860.

His occupation is that of a merchant. He is the present

town clerk, and has held that office for twelve years.

Abner Comstock came to Allegany county in January,

1823 , and bought forty acres of land in Granger. He

helped to make seven miles of road toward Nunda, built a

log house , and helped to put up other buildings at an early

date . He has been assessor, collector and constable. His

native State is Massachusetts, and the date of his birth was

August 2nd , 1797. July 30th , 1816, he was married to Miss

Nancy Royce, of Connecticut . Mr. Comstock is one of the

oldest men in the town .

G. W. Cooper, a native of Yates county, was born No.

vemler 7th , 1829. He came to Granger in 1877 , and is a

THE FIRST WESLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH OF GRANGER.

The First Wesleyan Methodist Church of Granger was

organized with about fifty members, by Rev. John Watson,

the first pastor, in 1843.

The church edifice was erected in the following year, at

a cost of about five hundred dollars, and will seat one hun

dred and fifty persons.

The present membership is about twenty-fve, and the

church property is valued at about $ 1,200.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

Stephen Atherton , farmer, was born April 2nd , 1796, in

Kingston, Pa. He came to Granger in September, 1805 ,

from Steuben county. He married Anna Huff, of Canea

dea, February 25th, 1829. He served one term as commis

sioner of highways.
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member of the Wesleyan Methodist Church . July 4th ,

1854, he was married to Miss Mary E. Watson, of Gaines

ville . They have two daughters. He owns a farm of fifty

acres in the town of Hume .

John Crotty, farmer and owner of fifty acres of land, a

native of Waterloo, Seneca county , was born June 15th ,

1840. He came to Granger in 1857. He served in the late

war in the 85th N. Y. volunteers, and participated in ten

battles. He was taken prisoner at Plymouth , N. C. , and

taken to Andersonville, where he remained nine months,

after which he spent three months in a prison at Florence,

S. C. , and was finally paroled. He was married October

23d, 1867 , to Miss Frances M. Price, of Genesee Falls.

Samuel Doane, whose post-office address is Nunda, Liv

ingston county, was born July 19th, 1820, in that part of

Nunda which is now in the town of Granger. His father,

Harris Doane, came to Allegany county when it was new and

helped to cut the State road between Nunda and Granger.

He died in 1866, aged seventy-six . Samuel Doane married

Miss Elizabeth Van Antwerp, in 1841. She died Decem

ber 24th, 1849. He married , in 1850, Miss Catharine

Mosher, who died March 20th , 1854. September 23d, 1855 ,

he was married the third time, to Miss Esther Warren. He

is a farmer, owning fifty - eight acres .

Alonzo W. Fuller was born in Burlington , Vt . , March 5th ,

1818. He came to the town of Granger in 1834. January

13th , 1850 , he married Miss Anna Van Nostrand , also a

native of Vermont. Mr. Fuller is a farmer and , in partner

ship with his son , Frederick ; Fuller, owns a farm of two

hundred and twelve acres, the younger Mr. Fuller holding a

deed for fifty acres. Alonzo W. Fuller has held the offices

of school inspector, collector and commissioner of highways.

His son , who is living with him, was married in June , 1873 .

Harlon Holady, farmer and owner of one hundred and

thirty-seven and a half acres of land , was born in Le Roy,

N. Y. , October 5th , 1818, and came to Granger from that

place, with his parents , in 1826. They took up fifty acres

of land on Oak Hill , and built a log house and a frame barn ,

which was the first of the kind in that part of the county .

His father also helped to build the first log school-house.

January 4th , 1846 , Mr. Harlon Holady was married to

Mary J. Hatch. In 1853 he went to California and engaged

in mining, but his wife's death in 1854 caused his return

home. Two years later he was married a second time, to

Miss Mary A. Cole, whose father, Thomas Cole, was also an

early settler in the county.

S. G. Kingebury was born in England , November 24th ,

1 824. He came to Granger in 1836. September 8th, 1874 ,

he married Miss Mary Bullock , whose father , Ephraim

Bullock, was born in 1792 in Orange county. He is

mentioned in the history of the town .

Aziza Moses , a life - long resident of Granger, was born

March 12th , 1836. He was married November 29th , 1860 ,

to Miss Emeline A. Reynolds , of Granger. His occupation

is farming. Mr. Moses is serving his third term as deputy

sheriff. He has a family of four children , two boys and two

girls .

Washington Moses, son of Daniel Moses, was born in

Granger, January 9th, 1834. His father came to the county

in April , 1823, and located on a farm on the old Church

road , having previously lived in Lima, Livingston county.

He married Miss Ellen Parker, of Granger, January 8th ,

1863. He has served as collector and supervisor, and held

the office of justice of the peace sixteen years. At present

Mr. Moses is associate judge, and clerk of the board of

supervisors. He is a farmer, owning one hundred and ten

acres of land.

Jasper N. Parker was born in Granger, July 31st, 1845 .

He married Miss Laura J. Aldridge, of Granger, December

ioth , 1866. She died May 24th , 1873, and February 21st,

1877 , he married Miss Louisa A. Suter, of Granger. Mr.

Parker is a farmer, and owns one hundred and thirty -eight

acres of land. His postoffice address is Nunda, Livingston

county.

Mrs. Elizabeth Phinney, formerly Miss Elizabeth Bald

win , was born in Mount Morris, Livingston county , August

27th , 1822. She came with her parents the following year

to Granger. Her father, Enos Baldwin, was for many years

one of the leading men of the town . She married Squire

P. Jones, October 26th , 1844. He died in December, 1852 ,

and March 7th , 1855 , she married Rev. S. Phinney. He

has since died, and Mrs. Phinney manages a farm of one

hundred and nineteen acres.

William Pitt, a native of England, was born January 31st ,

1795. He married Miss Elizabeth Vincent, also a native of

England , October 4th, 1820 , and came to Allegany county

in 1830 and took up a farm of one hundred and forty acres.

He was the first assessor of the town (holding the office

nine years) , and has held the offices of town clerk and

highway commissioner. His wife died January 30 , 1873 ,

leaving a family of ten children . Two of their sons were

in the army. One of them , Lieutenant George W. Pitt, of the

85th N. Y. volunteers, was taken prisoner at Plymouth .

John S. Pitt was in the 104th N. Y. volunteers.

Mrs. Oril Reynolds , wife of R. W. Reynolds , was born

December 23d , 1821 , in Genoa, Cayuga county . She came

to Granger in 1829. Her marriage with R. W. Reynolds

took place July 25th , 1841. Mr. Reynolds was born No.

vember 23d , 1819. He is a farmer, and owns one hun

dred and thirty -seven acres of land. His father, Aziza

Reynolds, came to the county in 1833 , and died December

18th , 1877 , at the age of seventy -eight . His mother died

In 1863 , aged sixty -three .

J. B. Seekins, a native of Geneseo, Livingston county, was

born August 12th , 1829. December 30, 1856 , he was mar

ried to Miss Sarah A. Smith , of Granger. In 1859 he came

to Short Tract, from Le Roy, N. Y. He is a farmer, and

owner of about fifty - seven acres of land . They have a

daughter, Ida V. Seekins, who was born in 1862 .

Andrew W. Smith , M. D. , was born July roth , 1838, in

Granger. Dr. Smith first read law, and was admitted to the

bar May 6th , 1863. He afterward commenced the study of

medicine with Dr. W. M. Smith , of Angelica, and graduated

at the Buffalo Medical College, February 20th, 1871. His

father, Dr. Reuben H. Smith , came to the county about

1828. Dr. A. W. Smith was in the 85th regiment N. Y.

volunteers during the late war. He was promoted to first

lieutenant October 9th, 1861 . He is at present serving as

physician of the county alms -house.

Edward G. Snyder, son of Benjamin Snyder, was born

May 21st , 1819 , in Rushville , and came to this county with

his parents in 1826 and settled at Centreville . After living

there twelve years, they came to Granger. February 14th ,

1841 , Edward Snyder married Miss Mary A. Curtis. She

a

a
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died April 25th , 1847 , leaving a family of three children , and

December 31st, 1850, he married Miss Harriet Bennett . She

lived until October 5th , 1851 , and he afterwards married

Mrs. Maria Price , widow of Joseph Price , his present

wife .

Aaron Smith , one of the farmers of Granger, has been a

life - long resident of the town , having been born here March

7th , 1822. His father, Darling Smith, came to Allegany

county in 1818 , and died in June, 1846 .

Moses Stockwell , son of Henry Stockwell , was born in

Bainbridge, Chenango county, December 15th , 1833. His

father came to Allegany county in 1827 , settling in Caneadea.

Moses Stockwell married Miss Mary L. Chaffee, October

13th, 1857. She died September 25th , 1865 , and December

20th , 1866 , he married Miss Abigail Cooper, of Guilford ,

Chenango county . In March , 1864 , he removed to Granger ,

and has been supervisor and assessor, holding the last named

office for six years.

David E. Tadder was born March ist, 1837 , in Portage,

Livingston county . He married Miss Charlotte M. Aldrich ,

of Grove, February 28th , 1863. They came to Granger in

1866 , from West Union, Steuben county. Mr. Tadder was

in Company A, 104th N. Y. volunteers, and was wounded in

the battle of Fredericksburg. He is a farmer and owns

one hundred and twelve acres of land .

George W. Tuttle was born in Bethany, Genesee county,

July 2nd , 1826. In 1849 he came to Granger, from Middle

bury, Wyoming county. His marriage with Miss Olive C.

Hurd, of Hume, occurred April 3d , 1854. Mr. Tuttle is a

farmer and the owner of eighty-two and a half acres of land .

He has filled the several offices of inspector of election ,

justice of the peace and assessor. He has one son , who was

born September 17th , 1857 .

William N. Tuttle, a native of Bethany, Genesee county,

was born June 11th , 1832. He came to Granger with his

parents in 1849 from Wyoming county. He married Miss

Mary Wilcox, of Granger, August 26th, 1855. He is a

farmer and owns one hundred and forty -five and a half

acres of land. Mr. Tuttle has held the offices of commis

sioner of highways and assessor.

William VAN NOSTRAND was born at Rock City Falls,

Saratoga county, N. Y. , in 1814, came with his parents to

Short Tract in 1819 , and located on the east side of the

road , opposite where he row lives . He was married in

1840, to Miss Emily C. Baldwin , of Short Tract . She was

born in Livingston county , N. Y. , in 1819. Their children

are : Grace, born in 1846 ; Helen , born in 1849 ; Millie A.

born in 1851 , and Ethel M. , born in 1862 . Mr. Van Nos

trand is one of the most enterprising farmers in this town .

His father, Isaac Van Nostrand , was born in Connecticut,

in 1780, and died at Short Tract in 1859. Mr. Van Nos

trand's mother's maiden name was Grace Hatch . She was

born in Connecticut, in 1788, and died at Short Tract in

1835. Mrs. Van Nostrand's father, Enos Baldwin, was

born in Connecticut, in 1797 , and died at Short Tract in

1876. Her mother, Almira Conkey, was born in Vermont,

in 1801 , and died at Short Tract in 1853. Mr. Van Nos

trand owns the first frame barn built in this town , which is

as good as new. He has served his town as supervisor, be

sides filling minor offices. His father built ' a saw-mill here

in 1819 .

William Weaver was born in Vermont, January 27th ,

1828. He came to Granger in 1830 with his father, William

L. Weaver, who is living. at an advanced age. William

Weaver married Miss Esther Parker, of Granger, April 2nd,

1848. He has a farm of one hundred and sixty-seven acres.

During the years 1870-1 and 1877-8, Mr. Weaver served as

supervisor. His son , Ira E. Weaver, was born June 25th ,

1870.

Flovd Woodruff was born March 6th , 1854, in Ashford ,

Cattaraugus county . His father, Calvin Woodruff, was a

native of the same town . His mother, formerly Miss Har

riett Van Ness, was born in England, and came to America

when seven years old. The family came to Granger from

Pike , Wyoming county , in 1871. Mr. Woodruff is a teacher.

He, with his father and brother, Mr. M. C. Woodruff, is ex

gaged in farming and the manufacture of cheese. Their

farm consists of two hundred and thirteen acres.

Mrs. Jane A. Yager, a life -long resident of Granger, was

born September 4th , 1827. She was a daughter of Enos

Baldwin . Her husband, William Yager, a native of Allen ,

died January 8th , 1877 , aged fifty- eight years .

a



THE TOWN OF GROVE.

HIS town was originally a part of the old town of

Nunda, from which it was formed as Church

Tract," March 8th , 1827. Its name was charged

to Grove the next year, and its area was reduced

April 18th , 1838 , by the erection from its terri

tory of the town of Granger.

From the report of the proceedings of the board of

supervisors of Allegany county for 1878 we extract the fol

lowing interesting statistics :

Grove contains 21,070 acres . The assessed value of real

estate in the town of Grove was $220,305 ; assessed value

per acre, $ 10.45 ; assessed value of personal property , $2,150 ;

the amount of State tax was $746.34 ; county tax , $999.26 ;

town tax, $544.

The following is an exhibit of the population of the town

at different periods since 1830 :-1830, 1,388 ; 1835 , 1,663 ;

1840, 623 ; 1845 , 843 ; 1850, 1,154 ; 1855 , 1,118 ; 1860, 1,139 ;

1865 , 1,038 ; 1870 , 1,056 ; 1875 , 1,114 . The decrease of

1,042 in the population of the town between 1835 and 1840

is accounted for by the erection of the town of Granger in

1838, which at the enumeration of 1840 had a population

of only 22 in excess of this difference.

>
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SETTLEMENT .

Philip A. Seager, who was a prominent business man at

Swainsville at a later date, came into Grove in 1828, bring

ing his parents with him, and located on lot number 2 , in

the eastern part of the town . He remained there about ten

years, when he sold his improvement advantageously and

bought sixty acres near Swainsville, to which he subsequently

added until he owned three hundred acres. In 1865 he re

linquished this property to his sons William and Orrin , and

removed to a farm near the northern line of the town .

Among those who came in 1830 were James Euart and

Frederick Closser. The former, a native of Ireland , settled

on a farm of sixty acres , which he cleared and improved , and

where he died Feburary 28th , 1852 , at the age of seventy -six .

His wife died in 1854. His son James is well known in

the town . Closser was formerly a circuit preacher in Penn

sylvania. He located on a farm of one hundred and thirty

acres, where his son Solomon now lives. He died January

ist, 1866 , at the age of sixty - six , leaving a widow , who re

sides with their son . The following came, among others ,

prior to 1840 : Harry Knight , father of Columbus Knight ,

in 1833. He bought one hundred acres, and lived with his

brother, who had come earlier, until he could build a house.

Timothy Mabie and Daniel Goelzer both came in 1838.

Mabie, a native of Putnam county, had formerly lived in

Wyoming county. He bought eighty acres of land , im

proved it and now lives on it . Goelzer bought three hun

dred acres, fifteen acres of which had been cleared .

There was a large accession of settlers between 1840 and

1850. In the first mentioned year George F. Rogers came.

He continued a resident of Grove until his death , in 1875 .

Isaac C. Guy, Burton Bentley and Mark W. Heath came

in 1844. .All became prominent citizens . In 1847 William

Sanford located near Swainsville, and Cephas B. Carter in

the “ White Settlement." The latter has been identified

with the cheese manufacturing interests of the town .

Among those who came at a later date the following were

prominent : Napoleon Timothy, who settled in the town ,

in 1850 ; Godfrey Stich , in 1854 ; George Bowles, in 1856

and H. G. Shaw, in 1858. The latter is well known as a

lumber dealer and general business man.

The following names are those of most of the heads of

families who settled in Grove previous to 1844 and are still

living in the town : J. S. Barney, Samuel Brace, Daniel G.

Brewer, Burton Bentley, Chauncey Dodd, James Euart ,

John Gruber, Daniel Goelzer, C. L. Havens, V. R. S. Ha

vens, Thomas G. Haight, Michael Eiseman, Moses March,

Timothy Mabie, Heman Parker, Asa Parker, George Swartz,

D. Smith , John Grunder and J. W. Bennett .

The first settlement was made in the northwest part of

the town in May, 1818, by John White, from Herkimer, his

native county. He located on lot number 35 , where

his son , John White, jr. , still lives . He moved in with an

ox team, bringing his family with him , and was obliged to

cut a road in advance of his team from Nunda, the nearest

settlement at that time being at Nunda Station . He cleared

land after his arrival , burned a fallow in July and sowed

some winter wheat in the fall . His log cabin was the first

civilized habitation erected in the town .

Alexander Bailey, a native of Vermont, came into the

neighborhood in March, 1818, two months before the arrival

of Mr. White ; but he did not become a resident of the town

until the spring of 1819, when he settled near the latter and

within the boundaries of the same lot . February 1st, 1819,

Elijah White, a former Herkimer county man, settled in the

town . Heman Parker, now (1878) seventy-eight years old,

settled on the old State road before any clearing had been

made there, in 1821 , and Riley Parker came in 1822. In

1824 the former bought seventy acres where he now lives .

John and Henry Grunder moved in in 1824 , and settled on

two hundred and fifty acres in the west part of the town,

which was then covered with a dense growth of timber,

After they had erected houses and made some initial im

provements they divided their purchase, each taking one

hundred and twenty -five acres.

EARLY SCHOOL-HOUSES.

The first school was taught in John White's log cabin by
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Emily Page in 1826. The first school - house, a log building,

is said to have been built on lot 36, at a time when there

was no school-house nearer than Nunda. The first teacher

in this house was Horton Fordyce. The first school -house

in the southeast part of the town , also a log structure, was

erected in 1841 by Elias Mabie and others. Miss Esther

Bullock was the first teacher there. There was not a frame

school -house in the town till 1845. One was erected during

that year. The first teacher in it was Miss Mary A. White .

Grove is now well supplied with all of the usual facilities for

the acquirement of a rudimentary education .

more.

а a

First Birth, MARRIAGE AND DEATH.

The first white child born in Grove was Laura Bailey,

December 25th , 1821. Her parents lived in an old log

house which is still standing, on lot number 35 , on the

county line between Grove and Nunda, Livingston county.

The first death was that of William White, who was also a

resident of lot number 35. The first wedding was cele

brated in 1822. It was that of Elijah White and Lucy Dana.

Alfred Swain , who located at Nunda (then in Allegany

county) as early as 1818, with his wife and five children ;

Alfred , the eldest , being then fourteen . By a division of

the town of Nunda in 1827 , the part in which he lived was

erected into the town of Portage, in which Mr. Swain re

sided until his removal to Grove, in 1849, when he bought

of George Williams, agent for John Gruge, eighty - three

acres, about two miles west of Swain's Station , where his

son now resides, and subsequently added forty -three acres

For three winters he lived in a dilapidated board

shanty, near the old saw - mill , which he operated for a while .

A surveyor by occupation formerly, he helped to lay out

many of the roads in the town . He was a native of New

England , and having been born in 1778 was forty years of

age when he came to Nunda. His wife was the same age.

He died at the age of seventy-three and she at eighty. Mr.

Swain had been identified with the interests of the section in

which he lived many years previous to his settlement west

of the railroad, having held town offices in Nunda before

Grove was set off.

A saw-mill was built at Swainsville at an early day by a

man named Jenks ; but it was never run until after it passed

into the possession of Philip A. Seager, a well known mer

chant and business man , who opened the first store there ,

selling groceries , liquors and a few staple articles in dry

goods. The first postmaster was Joseph Doyle. The office

was established not long after the completion of the Erie

railway . The present station agent, J. H. Benchley , came

to Swain's and took charge of affairs at the depot December

ist , 1873

A CELEBRATED GIANT.

OTHER INITIAL EVENTS.

The first store was opened by Thayer & Smith, in the

northwest corner of the town , in 1825. The first tavern was

opened in the same neighborhood , by Henry Andrews, in

1828. The first saw-mill was erected in the north part, by

John S. Culver.

a

BREWER'S CORNERS AND SWAINSVILLE.

The first settlement at Brewer's Corners was made in

1823 , by James Brewer, who had located at Nunda five

years before. Jonathan Parsons was another early settler

there, as were also Benjamin Pratt and Elias Alvord . Mr.

Brewer's house was frequently chosen as the place for hold

ing elections in Grove. He remained a resident of the

locality until his death , in 1846, at the age of sixty-three.

His wife died eight years later, at the age of sixty-two.

Their son , Daniel G. Brewer, is a well known resident of the

town at the present time.

The first school-house in that neighborhood was built in

1826. It was a log structure.

The first teacher in that building was Miss Lucy Gillett.

Previously schcol had been kept , very irregularly, in private

houses. Mr. and Mrs. Brewer were both members of the

Methodist Church , and meetings were held at their house

before the erection of the school -house.

During the years when lumbering was the leading interest

in the town, Brewer's Corners was an active business center,

with places for traffic and the usual variety of mechanics'

shops. J. C. Thomas, a blacksmith , located there in 1850,

and built a blacksmith shop, and a public house was erected

and opened by Jesse Brewer in 1851. This was quite a

popular resort , and town meetings and other public gather

ings were held there .

Swainsville, on the line of the Erie Railway and the pro

posed Rochester, Nunda and Pennsylvania Railroad, is a

village of about seventy - five inhabitants , and the most im

portant business center in the town . It owes its existence

to its railroad facilities, having grown up after the comple

tion of the Buffalo branch of the Erie Railway.

A prominent settler in the vicinity of Swain's (from whom

the place derived its name) was Samuel Swain, father of

Frederick Decker, the celebrated giant, who for many

years lived in Ossian , Livingston county, became a resident

of Grove in 1877. He was born in Geneseo, May 9th , 1836 .

His father and mother were John B. and Christiana Decker,

two persons not much above the medium size. He is the

youngest of a family of ten , having had four brothers and

five sisters, none of whom were remarkable for their size,

and is six feet and eleven and three -fourths inches in height

with an average weight of three hundred pounds, his great

est weight having been three hundred and twenty -five. His

general health has always been good ; but some time since he

accidentally lost the thumb and forefinger of his left hand.

Having been on exhibition in museums and with circuses

and other traveling establishments throughout the Eastern ,

Middle and a part of the Western States, he is familiarly

known to the amusement-loving public. He was married

October 22nd , 1861 , to Miss Mary E. Lane, a woman of less

than medium size, weighing only one hundred and nour

pounds, by whom he has had four children , one of whom

was a son . The oldest daughter is now fifteen and weighs

one hundred and thirty, and the other children promise to

be of good size.

a

THE DAIRY INTEREST.

According to the " Report of the Census of 1875 ," the

average number of milch cows kept in the town the previous

year was 510 ; in 1875 , 511 ; the number of cows whose milk

was sent to factory in 1874 was 65 ; in 1875 , 112 ; butter

made in families in 1874 , 41,085 pounds. Could data be

btained from which to give an exhibit of the gradual
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growth of the dairy interest in the town , from its inception

to the condition above represented , an interesting article

might be written on that subject alone ; and could figures be

obtained showing the amount of manufacture in the years

1876-78, a marked increase over the amount shown would

be observed. Gradually the town is growing to a position

to which its natural advantages entitle it among the leading

dairy towns of the country.

Town OFFICERS AND ORDINANCES.

four and a half feet high shall be a lawful fence, and every

overseer of highways shall be a lawful fence-viewer and pound

master.” “ Voted that we have two constables for the year

ensuing .” “ Voted to raise two hundred and fifty dollars to

appropriate on roads." “ Voted to raise two hundred and

fifty dollars for the benefit of common schools."

CHURCHES AND RELIGIOUS PROGRESS.

. :

IT

.

1

2.

.

.
.

The first religious services in Grove were held at the

house of John White, by the Methodists, under the direc

tion of Rev. Cyrus Story, in 1820, and the first church was

formed by the same denomination at the White Settlement,

in 1821. There were four original members, two of whom

were John White and Alexander Baily, both of whom have

died within the past two or three years. Other early Meth

odists were Mr. Dana and Heman Parker.

The church edifice was erected at an early date, and has

been several times removed and remodeled. Its present

location is on the west side of the road, between Brewer's

Corners and the northern boundary of the town. At Swain's

there is a society of Methodists, connected with the Cana

seraga charge in Burns. There is a German Methodist

society, which has a house of worship in the western part

of the town , our best efforts to obtain a history of which

have been unavailing.

The Presbyterian church of Grove was received under

the care of the Presbytery of Angelica August 30th , 1836 .

The church was then, as is supposed, of recent organization .

Rev. William P. Kendrick labored here and in Allen in

1836. In 1837 the church was reported as consisting of

nineteen members. In 1840 the membership was reduced

to five. It was never subsequently reported by the Pres

bytery, and it is probable that it became extinct soon after.

The first town meeting was held in a two-story log house,

owned by a man named Allen, which stood near Mr. Derrin's

and was at the time occupied by John Bellows. The first

town officers were : Isaac Van Nostrand , supervisor ; John

Boughton, town clerk ; Henry Root, Curtis Coe and John

Wheeler, assessors ; George Matter and Elias Smith , over

seers of the poor ; Dexter Carpenter, Enos Baldwin and John

Boughton, commissioners of highways ; Abner Comstock,

collector ; Ira Hopper and Abner Comstock , constables ;

William S. Youngs, Abner Scovill and Willard S. Maer,

commissioners of common schools ; Charles Mill , jr. , Elijah

Griswold, jr., and John Boughton , inspectors of common

schools .

Supervisors and clerks have served the town as follows :

Supervisors. — 1827-32, Isaac Van Nostrand ; 1833 , 1834 ,

1838, 1842-46, 1848 , 1855 , Reuben Weed ; 1835 , John

Boughton ; 1836 , 1837 , Joseph Platt ; 1839, Elisha Scott,

1840, John S. Culver ; 1841 , 1847 , John Willard ; 1849, 1850,

Heman Parker ; 1851 , William Kellogg ; 1852 , R. Lawrence ;

1853 , 1854, Alexander Bailey ; 1856-59, Sidney T. Derrin ;

1860, Jesse Brewer ; 1861-70, Samuel Swain ; 1871-73 ,

Goodwin S. Hovey ; 1874-79, H. G. Shaw.

Clerks. — 1827–32, 1834, John Boughton ; 1833 , John N.

Hurlburt ; 1835, Joseph Platt ; 1836 , Abner Bissell ; : 837 ,

1850, 1852, Reuben Weed ; 1838 , Enos Baldwin ; 1839,

James Ford ; 1840, 1846, John Willard ; 1841 , David Bissell ;

1842–45 , William S. Lowell; 1847 , John F. Woodruff, 1848 ,

1849 , 1851 , S. J. Robinson ; 1853, Ezra R. Beecher ; 1854 ,

1855 , Nicholas Gonder ; 1856 , 1857 , 1859 , James C.

Thomas ; 1858, Jesse Brewer ; 1860, 1861 , Hiram Johnson ;

1862 , G. S. Hovey ; 1863–66, Jacob G. Guy ; 1867 , William

Clute ; 1868, M. Lowell; 1869 , James Euart ; 1870, Harvey

D. Baker ; 1871 , 1872 , Henry D. Marsh ; 1873 , 1874, Elihu S.

May ; 1875–78, S. W. Guy.

The official list for 1878 was as follows :

Supervisor, H. G. Shaw ; town clerk , Samuel W. Guy;

justice, Daniel C. Grunder; highway commissioner, Josiah

Spike ; assessor, Isaac C. Guy ; collector, Samuel A. Swain ;

inspectors , Thomas Haight and Jacob Hark ; overseers of

poor, John Grunder, jr. and Reuben Colton ; constables

Joseph H. Blakesley, Jacob Iserman , William Kuder and

Mark Heath .

The following are some of the by-laws passed at the first

town meeting :

“ Neat cattle and sheep shall be considered free com

moners from the first of April to the tenth of November in

each year." There were two by-laws forbidding owners of

certain animals to let them run at large, under penalty of a

fine for neglect. “ No cattle, sheep, or hogs shall be allowed

to run at large within half a mile of any store, tavern or

mill, between the first of November and the first of April ,

under a penalty of one dollar for each offense.” “ A fence

BIOGRAPHICAL.>
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S. F. Bardwell , a native of Trafalgar, Canada West, was

born July 9th , 1838, and came from that place to Grove.

He married Miss Sarah F. Beach, of Grove, January ist,

1860. Both Mr. Bardwell and his wife are well known school.

teachers , having taught for twenty years . He is now a

farmer. Earnest Bardwell, a son , commenced teaching school

at the age of seventeen . Mr. Bardwell has been justice of

the peace since 1870, and is now town auditor.

J. H. Benchley, son of Nathan and Louisa Benchley ,

was born September 7th , 1844 , in Batavia , Genesee county .

Mr. Benchley was for three years station agent , at Nunda,

for the Erie Railway Company. He was married in 1872 to

Miss Mary R. Cotton , of Livingston county. The same year

they came to Swain's , at which place he now lives and is

employed as station agent. Mr. and Mrs. Benchley have one

child.

Daniel G. Brewer was born in Hunter, Greene county ,

August roth , 1808 , and came to Grove in 1818. He was

married to Julia Ann Bassett, of Nunda, May 3d, 1831. She

died March sgth, 1877. Mr. Brewer has served the town

as highway commissioner six years, as school-commissioner

the same length of time, and as assessor nine years, and is

the present postmaster at Swain's .

D3
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W. D. Clark , M. D. , came to Swain's in 1878 , from

Castile, Wyoming county. His native place is Leicester,

Livingston county . He was born July 24th , 1826. In 1854

he married Cecilia Dutcher, of North Dansville , Livingston

county . Mr. Clark is engaged in mercantile business, and

also has an extensive practice in his profession . He served

as first lieutenant of militia five years.

Solomon Closser, son of Frederick and Lydia Closser ,

was born April 10th , 1835 , in Grove. He was married to

Miss Pena Gruber, of that town . He is a farmer and dealer

in produce, and owner of one hundred and thirty - one acres

of land . Mr. Closser served in the late Rebellion , in Com

pany F, 104th N. Y. volunteers. He lost his right leg

below the knee in the battle of Gettysburg.

Reuben Colton , a native of Lansing , was born January

7th , 1828. He came to Grove in 1859 from Webster, Mon

roe county. His wife was formerly Miss Fidelia B. Wood ,

of Attica. They were married April 26th , 1849 , and have

three children , named, respectively, Walter S. , Elmira M. ,

and Elbert R. Mr. Colton is a blacksmith , and owner of

one hundred and fifty -four acres of land .

Sidney T. Derrin , farmer and owner of one hundred and

twenty acres of land , is the son of Timothy Derrin , and was

born March 8th , 1815 , in Farmington, Conn . He came to

Grove in 1842 from Mount Morris, and was married the

same year to Miss Charlotte T. Stimson , of West Bloomfield ,

N. Y. They have four children . Mr. Derrin has held the

office of supervisor four years, and served as justice of the

peace eight years.

James Euart was born in Livonia, Livingston county, Sep

tember 20th , 1817. He is the son of George Euart, who

was a native of Ireland . Mr. Euart came to Grove in 1830 ,

and married Miss Elizabeth A. Preston in September, 1842 .

He is living upon his farm , which consists of one hundred

and ten acres of land . Post-office address, Nunda Station ,

Mr. Euart has served as town clerk, and filled other respon

sible positions .

Isaac C. Guy was born September 21st , 1813 in Aurelius,

N. Y. He came to Grove in 1825 . He was married Jan

uary 25th , 1838, to Miss Sarah J. Teeple, of Nunda, N. Y.

His occupation is that of a carpenter and joiner. He has a

farm of one hundred and three acres. He served eight years

as sergeant of an artillery company. Mr. Guy has identified

himself with the educational interests of the town for forty

He has also served as commissioner of high

ways, inspector of election, and town clerk, which office

he held fourteen years .

Jacob Hark, a native of Bavaria, was born June 21st,

1827. He came to America and located in Nunda, Living

ston county, in 1844, and removed to Grove in 1863. He

has been trustee two years , inspector of election two years

and is now town auditor. He married Miss Amanda Shep

pard , October 7th , 1850. The early years of his life were
spent working at the tailor's trade . He is one of the well

known business men of the town , owning a farm of one

hundred and thirty - three acres, and owes his position to his

own exertions .

Sidney Peckham , carpenter and joiner, was born in Ham

ilton, Madison County, September 15th , 1838. He was

married to Miss Eliza S. Alfert , June 20th , 1860. They

have four children . He came to Grove from Nunda Station

in 1871 .

George F. Rogers , son of John and Hannah Rogers , was

born in Burmington , England , March 3d , 1835. He came

to Grove in 1840, and was married to Jane C. Hawley, of

Wyoming, Livingston county, May 19th , 1856. Mr. Rogers

served in the army as quartermaster sergeant three years

during the Rebellion , receiving a wound in the hand . His

post -office address is Nunda, Livingston county .

Harry G. Shaw, manufacturer and dealer in lumter, has

held various offices of trust, having served as collector, cons

table , supervisor and justice of the peace . The latter office

he held eleven years. Mr. Shaw is the son of Cyrus and

Susan Shaw , who were natives of Vermont. He was born

September 14th , 1827 , in Dansville, Steuben county.

married Miss Sarah Eldridge , of Howard , Steuben county,

March 22nd , 1854. They have a family of two boys and

two girls . He came to the town of Grove in 1858, from

Nunda, Livingston county. Post-office, Swain's .

Alfred Swain , a native of Northwood, N. H. , was born

March gth , 1804. He came in 1818 with his parents to

Nunda, Livingston county. When the town was divided

in 1827 to form the town of Portage Mr. Swain became a

resident of the new town , where he remained until 1849 ,

when he moved to the town of Grove. He married Ger.

trude Pittenger in December, 1832. Mr. Swain owns a farm

of three hundred acres . In 1875. he was elected assessor

and re - elected in 1878 . Having come into the county at so

carly a date , Mr. Swain is able to relate many interesting in

cidents of pioneer life .

J. C. Thomas, blacksmith and farmer, was born June roth ,

1829 , in Pike, Wyoming county. He married Mary C.

Wilkin , May ist , 1850 , and came the same year to Grove,

and established a blacksmith shop in Brewer's Corners.

After remaining there nine years he removed to Swain's .

His wife died in 1870 and he married Mrs. H. J. Combs.

He served in the Mexican war under Captain Dikeman .

Napoleon Timothy was born March 25th, 1841 , in Leroy,

N. Y. His parents , Bozwell and Angeline Timothy, were

natives of Canada. Mr. Timothy came to Grove in 1850,

from Rochester . He married Miss Olive Smith, of Nunda,

in 1862. In 1867 Mr. Timothy drove to Michigan a pair

of three -year -old colts in ten days, his family going by rail .

After remaining two years they returned, Mr. T. driving the

same team back , and still owning the team . He has a farm

of eighty acres .

A. H.Turner, farmer, and owner of one hundred and

ninety-three and a half acres of land, came to Grove from

Venango county, Pa. He was born June 20th, 1805. In

1836 he married Miss Mahala Cowan, of Warren county,

Pa . Mr. Turner was the fortunate owner of land upon

which oil was found, and sold a farm of one hundred acres ,

for which he had paid four hundred dollars, for twenty

thousand dollars .

William Van Nostrand , son of L. Van Nostrand , was born

in Granger, July 30th, 1835. He removed to Nunda Sta
tion in 1876 , from the town of Grove. He was married to

Miss Susan M. Swain, of Grove, September 15th , 1863 .

They have four children , Grace J. , born June 30th , 1864 ;

Hattie S. , born October 30th, 1866 ; Ray, born April 27th ,

1868, and Freddie, born May 5th , 1874. Mr. Van Nostrand

has a farm of five hundred and twenty acres, and owns a

saw -mill and heading-mill.

F. H. Wiley, a native of Buffalo, Erie county, was born

November 9th, 1850. His marriage with Miss Charlotte

McLaughlin occurred February 23d , 1874. Mr. Wiley's

business is that of a fireman and engineer. He was elected

constable in 1877 , and re -elected in 1878 .

John White, jr., was born December 17th, 1827 , in Grove .

His father, John White, was the first settler in the town . J.

White, jr. , was married April 29th , 1870 , to Dorothy A. Fox ,

a native of Columbia , Herkimer county. Mr. White , like

his father , is a farmer. Post- office address , Nunda Station ,

N. Y.

four years.



THE TOWN OF HUME.

HE town of Hume was formed from Pike, Wy

oming county, February roth , 1822. The first

town meeting was held at the house of Gardner

Cooke, on Tuesday, June 2nd , 1822 , and the

following list of town officers was elected : Joshua

Skiff, supervisor; Luther Couch, town clerk ; Elijah

Partridge, Roger Mills and Moses Robinson , assess

ors ; Gardner Cooke, collector ; Hiram Fuller, Elisha Mills

and James Drake, commissioners of highways ; Hubbard

Fuller and Joshua Skiff, overseers of the poor ; Luther

Couch, Myron Skiff and Orin Doud, commissioners of

common schools; Elisha Mills, Cyrus Andrews and Gardner

Cooke, inspectors of schools; Gardner Cooke, constable .

The following named persons have served the town as

supervisor : 1822-24 , Joshua Skiff ; 1825 , 1826 , Luther Couch ;

1827 , Joshua Skiff; 1828-30, Orin Doud; 1831 , 1832 , Charles

Mather ; 1833-37 , Seth H. Pratt ; 1838, James D.McKeen ;

1839 , 1840 , Elijah Partridge ; 1841 , Oliver M. Russell ; 1842

44, Hartley Weld ; 1845-47 , George Minard ; 1848-50 , Charles

M. Mills ; 1851 , 1852 , William W. Mills ; 1853 , 1854, Alan

son Skiff; 1855 , 1856 , William H. Emerson ; 1857-60, J. M.

Hammond ; 1861 , 1862 , H. W. Ingham ; 1863 , 1864 , Milton

W. Skiff; 1865 , Hugh M. Severance ; 1866 , 1867 , John S.

Minard ; 1868 , 1869 , C. N. Flenagin ; 1870 , 1871 , Volney

Mills; 1872-74 , Webster Mills ; 1875 , A. P. Baker ; 1876 ,

William P. Brooks ; 1877 , Nelson P. Baker ; 1878, 1879,

James P. Manchester,

1808 a grist-mill was built . It was the pioneer mill in all

this section . An idea of the sparseness of the population

at the time may be gained from the fact that the settlers

came all the way from Geneseo, a distance of thirty miles,

to attend the raising, and some of the Indians on the res

ervation turned out and assisted . It took two days, with

all the help thus assembled , to raise the building. Themill

stones (one run) and the necessary castings for hanging

them were brought all the way from Albany on sleds by

George Mills ard “ Zach .” Keyes . On the way an acci

dent occurred which came near costing them the loss of one

of the sleds with its load . The mill was very simple in its

construction , the principal gearings, cogwheels, etc. , being

made of wood . Probably no event during the early years

of pioneer life in northern Allegany was hailed with more

delight than the erection and successful operation of this

mill . The first product of the soil of many of the surround

ing settlements was ground there. The settlers came all

the way from Great Valley , Cattaraugus county , a distance

of forty miles ; from Angelica, Short Tract, and nearly as

far north as Mount Morris, to mill , usually bringing their

grists on horse back , a man or boy leading the animals,

across the backs of which the bags of grain were suspended.

The pioneer grist -mill was afterwards altered in size , capaci

ty and appearance, and has been operated by several gen

erations of Millses.

Roger Mills returned to Montgomery county, where he

was taken ill and died in 1811 . In the summer of the same

year his son , Roger Mills, jr. , came on with his family and

moved into the mill , to which was added a “ lean -to," for use

as a cook -room or kitchen . Soon afterward his house was

erected . It was one of the earliest frame houses in the

town . It was subsequently altered and added to.

The first stock of goods ever sold in the town was brought

by Elisha Mills in 1809, and exposed for sale in the grist

mill or in his house near by. Soon afterwards he removed

to a building known as the “ old mill house," where he

traded for several years. These goods, of which there was

of course a meagre assortment, were drawn all the way from

Albany on sleighs or wagons, and the stock was replenished

from time to time as more were needed. W. W. Penfield

once sold goods in the mill . The early settlers came from a

considerable distance to mill and were often obliged to remain

over night waiting for their grists, sleeping on beds which

they extemporized of bags of grain . It was there, also,

that the few letters and papers which the settlers received

in the early days were left for distribution .

In 1809 Joshua Skiff, from Otsego county, settled a mile

from Mills's Mills, on the road to Pike,on lot No. 38, which

some of the Millses had had booked for him . He paid five

dollars for the “ chance ” and at once secured an article for

THE SETTLEMENT OF HUME. 9 )

The first settlement was made in 1806 by Roger Mills,

from Canajoharie , Montgomery county : The circumstances

attending his advent in the town are interesting. Stopping

for a season in Pike, Wyoming county, he one day hired a

man, named Olive, for one dollar to traverse with him the

course of Wiscoy creek and prospect for a desirable mill

site . Arriving at the upper falls of the Wiscoy (a compound

name from Wis, the fifth , Indian numeral , signifying “ the

creek with five falls " ), its splendid water power immediately

arrested his attention , and his determination was at once

fixed to secure the surrounding land, lots 36 and 37 of town

ship 6, range 1 .

The construction of a cabin was of course the first work

in the programme of improvement. This primitive residence

has been described as having “ a bark roof and a floormade

of logs , halved and hewed level ; a fire- place of ample di

mensions , with perhaps a hole in the roof in place of a chim

ney."

In 1807 a dam was constructed across Wiscoy creek , and

a saw-mill erected . This was an acquisition of a good deal

of importance to those who were settling in the vicinity. In
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were

the north part of the lot . Arranging for board with Elisha

Mills, he immediately began the work of improvement, sin

gle-handed and alone . One day while he was vigorously

swinging his ax, one “ Squire " Oliver, from Pike, Wyoming

county, made his appearance in his clearing. After the

usual salutations had been exchanged Oliver said : “ Then you

are the young man who has commenced clearing up a farm

here, are you ?" Upon receiving an affirmative answer Oliver

endeavored to discourage Skiff, telling him the land was

cold and frosty and advising him to abandon the place and

settle in Pike . After his visitor departed young Skiff pon

dered much on what he had heard , and for a little time his

ax swung not half so lightly and the task of felling a tree

seemed to have increased wonderfully; but he summoned his

reason to the aid of his resolution , and soon arrived at the

conclusion that the short distance of four miles should not ,

and probably did not, occasion any difference as against him

when located on the same stream and at a considerably less

elevation . When the summer was ended he had three acres

cleared and sowed to wheat. In the fall he erected a log

cabin and returned to Otsego county to be married . The

" neighbors far and near invited to the raising, and it

is said that eleven men and two women were present. He re

turned early in 1810, bringing with him his young wife, for

merly Miss Lucina Wright, a sister of Henry C. Wright, the

famous advocate of the doctrine of non-resistance and author

of “ A Kiss for a Blow " and other reformatory works . Five

children , the oldest of whom was Milton W. Skiff, of Hume

village, were born in the log cabin of this pioneer couple.

When the town of Hume was organized, in 1822 , Mr. Skiff

was elected the first supervisor, which position he retained

three years in succession. He was again elected in 1827 ,

and at different times held various other offices in the gift of

his townsmen . He died in 1846, at the age of sixty-three.

The advent of Moses Robinson into the town was con

temporaneous with that of Mr. Skiff. They were from the

same neighborhood, in Otsego county, and came together.

Robinson, who was a hardy , enterprising man, located on

lot number 32 , a little southwest of Skiff. After living to

see the wilderness in which he had taken up his fortunes

transformed to well cultivated farms, and his family of

children grown up and comfortably settled near him, “ Uncle

Moses," as he came to be known, quietly passed to his re

ward many years since .

Edmond Skiff, a brother of Joshua Skiff, was a settler

on lot number 24 in 1810 or 1811 , where he began the us

ual improvements. His wife, naturally timid , was very

much afraid of the Indians, who often visited the cabins of

the pioneers ; and after the breaking out of the war of 1812 ,

fearing that the Indians on the reservation might be induced

to join the British , could not be induced to remain in such

an exposed location and so near the frontier, and yielding

to her entreaties, her husband returned to Otsego county ,

trading his improvement for a farm there owned by Hub

bard Fuller. Mr. Fuller moved into the town the same

year, and prosecuted with zeal and energy the various im

provements which the new place demanded . He articled

other lands near by, and at one time had possession of

quite an extensive tract. John and Benjamin Fuller, his

sons, afterwards became well known in the town . The

Fuller homestead is known as “ the Abby farm ."

Luther Couch, the first town clerk and afterwards super

visor and justice of the peace, was a settler about the close

of the war. Soon after his arrival he conducted a school

and boarded with Hubbard Fuller, whose daughter he soon

afterward married and began to “ keep house " in Pike,

where his father lived . After a year or two he returned to

Hume and took up land on lot number 24 , in th : extreme

north part of the town , on the land since known as the

“ Couch place. ” The duties of the various offices conferred

upon Mr. Couch by his fellow townsmen were discharged

with the strictest honor and fidelity. When, in 1844 or

1845 , the country was all aglow with excitement in regard

to the Fourierite associations, he sold his farm and became

president of the “ Mixville Association , ” in which he in

vested his entire property. He died suddenly of apoplexy

about 1858 or 1859. He is said to have been very brusque

and plain-spoken , but his rough exterior covered a kind

heart and a broad philanthropy, and many still survive who

acknowledge their indebtedness to him for many wise coun

sels and much sound advice .

Aaron Robinson , a brother of Moses Robinson, was an

early settler on lot number 32 , on the “ Alger place, " and

was for some years a man of extensive business operations.

The house and other buildings on the " Alger place" he erec

ted at a large outlay of time and expense. Generous to a fault

while in prosperity, hospitable alike to friends and stran

gers, he acquired a habit which resulted in a neglect of

business and invited the approach of adversity, which soon

overtook him and compelled him to part with his property,

which passed into the possession of Rudolphus Alger, who

lived on the place till his death , since which time it has

been in the possession of his family. Amos Robinson was

an early settler on lot number 33 , on the “ Peach orchard ”

or “ Harden Mather place."

Settlement proceeded so slowly for several years that in

1815 there were less than a score of families in the town .

About this time settlement became more active and aggres

sive ; a new impetus had been given it and there was quite

an influx of emigrants, chiefly from Otsego county, which

continued for ten years or more. During this time, it is

said , one would have met scarcely a resident of Hume who

did not hail either from Otsego or Montgomery county.

Prominent among the new comers in 1815 were Edward

Doud, Charles Trall and Joel Elmer and their families. Mr.

Doud located on lot number 31 , where he purchased land

at $ 4.50 per acre. He has many descendants in the town .

Mr. Trall located on lot number 7 , in the northwestern

corner of the town . His sons Rhyla and Luman Trall ,

afterward well known, were young men at the date of their

father's settlement. Mr. Elmer settled on lot number 14,

about a mile southeast of the Tralls. Elmer came from

Monroe county. He was a stone mason by trade and built

the first cellar in the now thriving village of Brockport. He

was assisted by his son Joel , who came to Hume with him

at the age of twelve or fifteen . The latter remembered the

city of Rochester when it was a mere hamlet.

The tortuous course and sluggish current of the Genesee,

presenting a considerable surface of water for evaporation

under the rays of the sun and facilitating the condensa

tion of the heated atmosphere into the heavy fogs and mias

matic vapors which distinguished the valley in early years,

causing a prevalence of fever and ague ; and the Indians

still remaining on the reservation , which embraced three
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fourths of the land along the river within the present limits

of the town, operated to retard settlement in the valley , and

the settlement of the uplands of the town preceded that of

portions contiguous to the river by several years .

By reference to the field notes of Elisha Johnson's sub

division of the Cottringer Tract, the southwest corner of

which lies within the town of Hume, it appears that as early

as 1807 one N. Dixon had made improvements on lot

number 109 , which is divided into nearly equal parts by the

north line of the town . If Dixon located on the southern

part of the lot no other proof is necessary to substantiate

a claim that he was the pioneer in that part of the town

known as “ the Gore," a section in the northeast corner, tri

angular in form and bounded by the county line on the

north , the Genesee river on the east , and on the west by the

“ transit," a line which is a continuation northward of the

eastern boundary of the town south of the river. John

Bellinger, from Otsego county, came out in 1809 , taking up

land on lot number 112 . In March, 1819 , Dexter Carpentar,

from Vermont, settled on the north part of lot number un

of the tract above mentioned, on the Luman Peck farm .

On the land he purchased Mr. Carpentar found a tavern ,

kept by one John Potter in a log house with a shanty addi

tion near the river. This pioneer tavern was located on the,

first road ever traveled up the Genesee valley, which followed

generally, the course of the old Indian path or trail leading,

from the lower Indian villages of Big Tree, Little Beard's

Town and Squakie Hill to Wiscoy, Caneadea and the villages

on the Allegany river. This house was centrally located

when Hume was embraced within the limits of Nunda, and

the early elections and town meetings were frequently held

there . The first militia training in the town took place on

the broad flats near there . One Cheeny, Esau Rich, Daniel

Hendee, Fancher,JoelStockwell and, - Hawley had all

settled east of the transit and off of the reservation before

Carpentar's arrival . A man named Lay had been on the

river thirty years, living a half civilized life with the Indians.

During the progress of settlement and the occurrence of

the events already alluded to, Hume village had not come

into existence, and its site was clothed in all the splendor of

its natural and primeval beauty. The land upon which the

falls of Cold creek are located had been taken up by Roger

Mills, sen . , or by his son Roger, at an early date . The latter

transferred his interest in the article for lot number 28 (in

cluding the falls) to a man named Bushnell, of Bethany, for

a yoke of oxen a short time prior to the beginning of settle

ment at this point, which is evidence that he had been the

owner if not the original purchaser of the land . Sylvanus

Hammond, from Middlebury, may be said to have been the

pioneer of Hume village. He made some improvements

north of the creek , and erected a log house on ground after

ward occupied by the residence of Charles J. Balcom , as

early as 1820. Ira Higbee was an early settler. He sold

out his improvement to Ebenezer Utley , who moved in in

January, 1823. He was from Butternuts, Otsego county.

James Drake made a clearing and erected a building which

has been described as “ a sort of block house " on the site

of the Jo ! ın Paul residence, and Luther Merchant, from

Middlebury, built a log house nearly on the site of the Ing

ham tavern . Chauncy G. Ingham bought out his claim and

moved into the house in March , 1823. He came from Beth

any, to which place he had removed from Herkimer county

two or three years before. Not long previous to this time

General Elijah Partridge settled near the southern end of

the village, having taken up a tract of land which embraced

all of lots number 34 and number 18 .

Wiscoy , otherwise and perhaps more generally known as

Mixville, derived the first name from the creek upon which

it is located , and the second from Ebenezer Mix , Esq ., long

an attache of the land office at Batavia, who owned the site

of the village and the territory immediately surrounding it

at an early day. The first settlement was by Lawrence

Wilkes , who married a sister of Mrs. Mix . He located

there in 1828 , during which year a saw-mill was built for

Mr. Mix, by David Knight. David Gear, David Ayde,

Sawyer , Hibbard Pride, Henry Torrey, Orrin Kingsley and

Isaac Wheeler were early settlers there. Benjamin Cooley

settled a mile north of the village, next to the county line,

in 1816. Daniel Peck was early on the creek . Jonathan

Barlow and Elijah Scott came in early, the former locating

east and the latter south of Wiscoy, in a small house where

Elias Tiffany's residence now is. Josiah Hamer located

on the next farm west towards Mills's Mills, where his son ,

William Hamer, now resides.

Thomas Hamer, a brother of Josiah, a short time previ

ous to 1829 had been a resident of the town, and had

taught school a mile north of Wiscoy. He afterward became

a member of Congress from Ohio, and a general in the

United States army during the Mexican war .
More re

cently he has been noted as the man who gave ex-Pres

ident Grant his appointment to West Point.

A well remembered early settler in this neighborhood was

Jonathan Severance . He was born in Shelburne, Mass. ,

October 23d , 1788. He removed to Truxton , Cortland

county, in 1801. February 2nd, 1818, he was married to

Eunice Taggart, of the same town , who had been born in

Coleraine, Mass ., August 17th , 1793. They were parents of

seven children . Mr. Severance , with his family, located in

the town May 12th , 1829. Up to 1836 the site of the vil

lage of Fillmore was covered with a heavy growth of pine,

buttonwood, butternut and elm . John Whiting was one of

the first settlers there, if not the pioneer. John Whiting.

Abijah Carpenter, ---- Bemis, A. S. Dudley, Levi Rice

and Abram Bliss were early settlers where the village now is,

Enos Stockwell was a prominent settler as late as 1843 .

Settlement on the reservation was of course delayed until

the Indians removed , which was about 1830. The land em

braced within its limits was surveyed and put in market , and

a number of lots immediately taken up .

Early settlers on the reservation , beginning at the south

line of the town , were Gardner Thayer, Timothy Rice ,

Marinus W. Miner, Henry D. Lyman, Warren Cowing and

others. George Minard, from Vermont, settled on the lot

opposite the mouth of Cold creek in 1830, taking up his

residence there about the time or a little before the Indians

left . He died before he had attained the age of fifty, hav

ing greatly impaired a naturally strong constitution by hard

labor and over exertion in the arduous struggle in which he

engaged in the picneer days. Allen Nourse, also from Ver

mont, came in the next year and settled a mile down the

river from Fillmore. Messrs . Minard and Nourse were

prominent among the early settlers on the reservation. At

the time they came an unbroken wilderness extended east

as far as the summit of " Snyder hill," in Granger . Jona



308 HIST
ORY

OF ALLE
GANY

COUN
TY

, NEW YORK.

than Hammond , with his sons, John M. , Edson , Augustus

and Orville, from Afton , Chenango county, was a settler in

1831. John M. and Augustus Hammond are well known

residents of the town , the former having served the county

as member of Assembly. Edson Hammond was prominent

in town affairs, and held the office of assessor several terms.

In company with John M. Hammond he was a contractor

for the construction of that portion of the Genesee Valley

Canal between locks 66 and 67 , four miles in length . He

removed to Michigan in April , 1873. Samuel Brown, Isaac

Gibbs and Joel Cooper were early settlers east of the river.

Sanford , Fish and Hammond located on

the west side . Simon Short early settled adjoining the res

ervation . He came from Ossian , Livingston county. He

became insane and died about thirty years since. His sons

Parley and Simeon were well known in the town . The

Morrill and Emerson families settled on the “ round flats ."

Joy Farnsworth and Lovett S. Albee settled on Rush creek

about 1834. They were from Vermont , but had halted a

while in the neighborhood of Portage. In 1840 Mr. Albee

erected a saw- mill below the old Price mill .

The population of Hume in 1830 was 951. At intervals

of five years since that time it has been as follows : 1835 ,

1,523 ; 1840, 2,303 ; 1845, 1,980 ; 1850 , 2,159 ; 1855 , 2,094 ;

1860, 2,142 ; 1865 , 2,016 ; 1870, 1,920 ; 1875 , 1,932 .

THE VILLAGE TRACT.

By the above name was known a tract of about one hun

dred and eighty acres, opposite Long Beard's rift , where

Joseph Jones laid out a village , which contained on the

map) streets, a public square, a cemetery, and other modern

accessories to a pleasant village . The lots were owned by

a half-dozen or more proprietors. The land was well cover

ed with a splendid growth of pine, and as the apportionment

of the lots had been so managed that it was difficult to de

termine which lot belonged to any particular proprietor,

rendering prosecution for trespass on them difficult if not

abortive , and involving a careful survey of the whole tract

to determine the ownership of the land , timber thieves were

naturally attracted to this locality . The spoliation of the

tract began cautiously between thirty and forty years ago ,

but after the failure of two or three attempts to prosecute

offenders the dopredators became more daring and reckless

in their operations . It is stated that one man would chop

down a tree and saw it into logs, another would watch his

opportunity , and perhaps while the first was gone for his

team would draw them to the mill . Perhaps a third man

would size the lumber as soon as it was sawed and hurry it

off to market . It is supposed that the men at the mill

appropriated their full share of the lumber.

a tongue . Cross pieces were pinned on , on which the bags

were piled , and the rude vehicle was drawn by oxen. It

used be said that between this mill and Patche's Corners,

about three miles north , there was but one mudhole - and

that extended from one place to the other . Some of the

pioneers insisted that it extended as far north as Perry and

Moscow

The grist-mill soon superseded the mortar and pestle

with the Indians, and most of them became patrons of the

" tes-i-o -nah," as they called it, bringing in small quantities

of their “ 0-na -ah " (corn ) to be ground. The saw -mill they

called " kan -is-te-o -ni," but they never patronized it . The

labor necessary
to cut and draw logs was inconsistent

with their habits of indolence and love of ease. But they

traded at Elisha Mills's pioneer store, a loaf of bread or

any cheap trinket from which would at any time bring a

plump venison ham . Indeed , a loaf of bread was for

several years the established price of a ham of venison , and

in the winter large numbers of them were stored in the loft

of the grist - mill . When spring came they were taken to the

older settlements, where they always found a ready market

at a good price .

Between 1816 and 1820 an exciting event occurred at the

grist -mill , which is well worth recording. One Sunday John

Hurtis or Hurtus, a well remembered Mohawk warrior, who

for some reason lived among the Senecas on the Genesee, was

at the mill . He was old and fierce in appearance and ges

ture . After imbibing a quantity of liquor he became quite

communicative and related many of his exploits in warfare .

Among other things he told how he had snatched white

babies from their mother's arms, disemboweled them and

eaten their hearts while they were yet quivering in his grasp.

Rhyla Trall , Charles Trall, Charles M. Mills and some

other persons were present. Young Charles Trall's blood

boiled over at the recital of such terrible deeds . Grasping

a sharp knife in one hand , with the other he seized the

Indian by the ear, the rim of which had been cut from the

top down and left hanging by its lower extremity as an or

nament, and led him violently out of the mill , saying :

“ Damn you , you'll never kill any more children and eat

their hearts ! If any one will say the word I'll cut your

throat! " No one spoke. The Indian stood as motionless

as a statue . Trall slowly raised the knife to his throat, and

passing it from one ear to the other, cut just deep enough

to draw the blood. But when the knife came in contact

with the ear of the Indian , by which Trall was still holding

him , it was severed in a moment. The Indian uttered a

guttural " ugh ” on parting with it, but made no other dem

onstration of pain or terror. The bystanders were relieved

that a more tragic scene had not been enacted . They had

fully expected to see the savage's throat cut from ear to ear.

Wolves and bears were quite plenty for some time after

settlement begun, and there were many deer, raccoons and

rattlesnakes. The brooks were full of trout. Charles Trall

has been mentioned as having settled in the town in 1815

His son , Rhyla Trall, has related that the next day after

the arrival of the family he caught a wolf in a trap, and

shortly afterwards helped to kill two bears which had been

trapped . He mentioned a man named Demon , who was

a successful trapper in the early days, catching many bears

and wolves and large numbers of smaller game, such as

mink, muskrat, rabbit , etc. Although very ingenious and

PIONEER LIFE AND EXPERIENCES.

Reference has been made to the pioneer grist - mill of

Roger Mills, sen . The settlers far and near patronized this

mill , coming by bridle paths, marked trees or Indian trails ,

until, as they neared the mill, they struck the primitive roads

and soon heard the welcome clatter of its noisy wheels.

After roads were opened the “ drag " came into requisition

as a conveyance for grain and other heavy property. It con

sisted of a small crotched tree, of such peculiar shape that

the prongs or branches would serve as runners, while the

main body or trunk , hewed down , answered the purpose of
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successful in his avocation , he possessed a characteristic

that it would seem must have made him less successful than

he might otherwise have been . It is said that he was so

much of a coward that he would never visit his traps alone ,

and that he was known to have often taken his little girl with

him when going among his traps and snares. Amos Robin

son was fishing one day in Cold creek , north of Hume vil

lage, when his attention was attracted by a rustling in the

leaves and bushes , a little way up the creek . Turning his

eyes in that direction what was his surprise to behold a large

bear approaching him ! Hurriedly breaking or cutting four

or five feet off the butt end of his fish pole, he at once made

for his bearship . Bruin , alarmed at the bold front and reso

lute manner of his assailant, turned tail to beat a hasty re

treat, and attempted to climb a tree , in which act Robin

son overtook him , and with well directed and ponderous

blows upon the face and head soon dispatched him . Other

incidents of a similar character might be mentioned , but

these will suffice to give the readers of to -day an adequate

idea of the stirring events in the days of their forefathers.

The manufacture of “ black salts ” was a leading interest

in the early days. Trees were felled , cut into convenient

lengths and piled up in large heaps,which were burned . The

ashes were gathered and leached , and the lye thus obtained

boiled down to the proper consistency and packed in barrels

ready for transportation to market. The prices usually ob .

tained for this commodity were scarcely commensurate with

the expenditure of time and labor upon its production ; and

taking into consideration the impoverishment of the soil , it

was decidedly a losing operation . The land was robbed of

plant food , vitally necessary to the production of crops , and

there can be no doubt that many acres of land in the town

were for many years poorer for the want of those elements

so necessary to successful husbandry which entered into

that commodity, which sought and found a market in the

early days under the name of “ black salts. " And yet we

cannot censure pioneering in this section . At best , and un

der the most advantageous circumstances, it was rough , “ up

hill,” often discouraging. Money was scarce and there were

few means of obtaining it . Everything must be turned to

the best account. “ Black salts " would bring money or its

equivalent. The land upon which grew the timber from

which it was made was needed for pasturage and cultiva

tion . Had all the timber been left standing , the land would

have been utterly valueless . At times a good axe would

bring four dollars , and numerous instances are said to have

occurred in the town where an acre of timber was chopped

for one of these indispensable implements. A trip to AnA

gelica involved a circuitous journey through Rushford ,

down the creek to the river, up the river to the vicinity of

Transit Bridge, and thence across to the place of destination .

It has probably been noted by the reader that a large pro

portion of the early settlers of Hume came from Otsego

county. The men usually came first to prepare homes for

their families, and during the first season or two after their

advent in the town many of them led a bachelor life , with

no woman to share in the toils , trials, hardships and priva

tions ever incident to frontier life, or to prepirre and cook

their simple food . All the simpler operations of cookery,

such as boiling, baking and roasting potatoes , and preparing

meat, they were able to perform ; but the higher offices in

the culinary department required more skill than they pos

sessed , so they were obliged to go to Pike, a distance of five

miles , to get their bread baked . The nearest grist - mill at

that time was upon the outlet of Conesus lake, a few miles

below Geneseo. At present it would consume no more time

to make the round trip to New York city and back than it

then took for our pioneers to perform the simple operation

of going to mill . Pork , potatoes, beans, beef, flour and salt

constituted the variety of food and provisions upon which

they subsisted. The cow in her advent into the town was

almost contemporaneous with man, being as indispensable

for sustenance as was the ox for the purpose of labor. Nick

nacks, frosted cake, cookies and sweetmeats , with their

attendant evils indigestion and dyspepsia, were to them

unknown . And yet these backwoodsmen were no strangers

to joy and its kindred passions . Every tree that fell crash

ing to the ground, echoing and re -echoing among the pillars

of God's first temple, saluted their ears with music almost

divine ; every log heap which, in the shades of night, sent a

gleam of light through the dark forests , sent also bright rays

of hope to their hearts ; and every clearing large enough to

admit God's sunlight through to bathe the original soil ,

gave to them an earnest of the harvest that should gladden

their hearts, and richly reward them for their labors.

The “ cold season " of 1816, and the consequent scarcity

of grain and provisions the following season , are well known

to all who have read the pioneer history of western New

York , and remembered by such of the present residents of

the town as were living at that date, and a few such remain .

A few of the events connected with that period , and some

of the instances of privation and suffering then so general ,

will be of interest in this connection . The summer of 1816

was a season every way deserving the appellation so gener

ally bestowed upon it. The crops of the settlers , which at

best would scarcely supply the people's demand for bread

and provide fodder for their horses and cattle , were almost

entirely cut off, and destitution-almost famine—was the

result . During the season Luther Couch and Alvah Hamlin

went as far as Geneseo in quest of grain . Their visit there

was fruitless . Returning by the way of Perry, they found a

quantity of four in possession of a man named Benjamin

Gardiner , who owned the grist - mill at that place ; but he

would not sell to them in quantities less than a barrel, and

not having sufficient money to pay for so much, they were

obliged to return empty handed. Another settler, hearing

of the flour in store at Perry, yoked his oxen and did not

sleep till he returned with two barrels , which he purchased

at twelve dollars per barrel . This was part of it lent out in

small quantities to the neighbors, and part of it was used by

the family of the purchaser, but it did not last till the har

vest of 1817. Seed potatoes were dug up for present use on

the table after having been planted. Joel Elmer went to

some of the older settlements, and came back with some

rye and two bushels of wheat . Later in the season his son

Joel was sent to Ontario county , the former home of the

family, for grain . He succeeded in getting two bushels of

wheat and one hundred pounds of flour, which he brought

home on such a “ drag " as has been described . Mrs. Amos

Robinson (better known as “ old mother Robinson " ) went

from house to house giving words of encouragement to the

settlers and their families. Cheer take courage ! It is

always darkest just before day . We shall peep through yet,"

are said to have been her common admonitions. The crops

up,

a

( 6
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in 1817 were remarkably good , and it may well be imagined

that they were watched with a good deal of solicitude. The

days, months and weeks intervening before havest dragged

slowly by . When at last the grain began to wear the golden

tints of approaching maturity, it was hailed with rapturous

delight, as the harbinger of better days, and the return of

plenty to a land where want had reigned supreme. The rye

ripened first, and some of it was cut before it would have

been cut another year . It was spread in the sunshine,

turned often in order to cure it , and threshed as soon as it

was dry enough to yield to the strokes of the flail. A five

pail kettle was “ hung," a fire was built under it ; some rye

was thrown in and kept briskly turning, by means of wooden

paddles, till it was sufficiently dry to grind . This process

was repeated till enough grain had been prepared for a grist .

It was then taken to mill and ground . From that unbolted

rye flour were made as wholesome and as palatable pan

cakes, the gladdened pioneers thought, as were ever made for

king or peasant .

In 1817-18 , grain becoming considerably abundant , distil

leries began to be erected . One was built on what is called

the “ Grover place.” Soon after one was built at the mills ,

and not long after that one was built by —— Hamer be

tween Mills's Mills and Wiscoy . At these distilleries the

surplus grain of the neighboring settlements, which would

not command the cash at any price whatever, was manufac

tured into whiskey , and in that condition found both a home

and foreign market . The Indians used to patronize these

institutions quite extensively , bringing their corn to exchange

for whiskey. A little incident illustrative of Indian cun

ning follows : The corn that the Indians raised when the

whites made their appearance was a white , softish kind ,

easily broken in the mortar, but quite inferior to the yellow

corn introduced by the “ Yankees," as the Indians called

the settlers . For distilling purposes it was far inferior.

They soon began to raise the yellow or “ Yankee ” corn , as

they called it . Some of the Millses had a piece of corn on

new land . It was cut and put in “ stouts ” to season for

husking, and nothing more thought of it. The “ Yankee"

corn of the Indians began to come in in profusion in ex

change for whiskey, and quite a trade was driven in that

branch of commerce . Soon, however, it was thought by.

the whites their corn must be in good condition for husk

ing, and repairing to the field for that purpose they were

surprised to find themselves entirely relieved of that trouble.

It was their own corn that they had been taking in so freely

at the distillery.

BUSINESS PROGRESS-FIRST SCHOOLS AND RELIGIOUS

SERVICES

The first manufactories in the town were the saw and

grist -mill of Roger Mills, sen . , already referred to . The

pioneer store has also been noticed . Soon after the

war of 1812 a man named Leonard Smith sold army clothes

in the grist-mill. The pioneer blacksmith was Thomas

Pyre . Previous to his coming the nearest " smithy " was

at Geneseo, and the breaking of any of the iron fixtures in

the mills involved a journey to that place . In view of this

fact it may well be imagined that Pyre's advent was hailed

with joy by the pioneers of Hume. The first inn was kept

by George Mills. It was a log house which was opened

for the accommodation of the public in 1815. In 1816

Roger Mills and Baily Clough erected a carding-mill only a

few rods below the grist - mill on the same side of the creek,

conducting the water which turned the machinery from the

grist-mill by means of a flume. This was the pioneer insti .

tution of the kind in the northern part of the county. The

nearest establishment of the same kind was one which

had been put up at East Pike (“ Bloody Corners " ) a few

years before. To the carding- mill were soon added the ne

cessary machinery and materials for coloring, dressing and

pressing the home-made cloth of the neighborhood , render

ing it a very useful establishment, and securing it an exten

sive business for years by the inhabitants of the various set

tlements for many miles in either direction . Notice has

been taken of the distilleries which began to be erected in

1817 or 1818. About 1825 Nathaniel E. Mills kept a store

and worked an ashery at Mills's Mills. The Indians used to

bring him ashes in bags on their backs (the coals nicely

sifted out) , and exchange them for trinkets. The manufac

turing interests of Hume, Wiscoy and Fillmore will receive

attention in the separate histories of those villages .

The first school in the town was taught by Caroline Rus

sell , in the stable part of a barn on the Philo Mills farm , in

the summer of 1812 . Among others Charles M. Mills and

O. M. Russell, a brother of the teacher, were pupils at this

school . The pioneer teacher became the wife of Michael

Goodrich, and died in Centreville after a useful and hon

ored life .

The first religious services were held at the house of

Roger Mills, by a missionary from Rushford and Caneadea,

some time during the war of 1812-14 . Elders Kendall and

Ephraim Sanford , the latter from Caneadea, were pioneer

preachers .

THE GREAT FLOOD.

One of the most serious difficulties which pioneers on the

reservation had to encounter was crossing the river. Pop

ulation was sparse and money scarce , consequently bridges

was dispensed with .

The " great food ” of October, 1835 , was an event re

membered with much interest. It formed a land- mark in

the chronology of the town . Whole fields of corn and

pumpkins, and stacks of hay and grain , were carried off.

The waters spread over the entire lower flats of the river,

nearly a mile wide in some places. Cattle and sheep were

drowned, and horses carried away . In some places the

channel of the river was changed . The farm of Allen

Nourse, embracing in part a beautiful fat , nearly in the

form of an ox -bow, was cut entirely in two in a few hours.

PROFESSIONAL MEN OF HUME.

The first resident physician of Hume was Dr. Joseph Bal.

com , from New Berlin, Otsego county, where he had achieved

an enviable professional reputation . He is remembered as

an infirm man , mounted on an old white horse, staff in hand

and pill- bags over the saddle , slowly making his way to the

bedside of the sick and afflicted, where he was always well

comed with anxious and trusting hearts. He died in 1851 ,

at the advanced age of eighty. Dr. Seth H. Pratt, a son-in

law of Dr. Balcom , was his successor. Other physicians were

Drs. Randall, Keyes, Johnson, Minard , Stewart and Allen .

The present practitioners are Drs . H. H. Lyman, John

Harding and C. M. Stewart .
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Samuel Mills, a son of General Mills , of Mount Morris,

was an early lawyer. He left the town and county. David

J. Pulling came about 1844 and remained about two years .

He was a man of ability, and has since been a justice of the

Supreme Court of tVisconsin . He went to Angelica about

1846 , from which place he removed to the West. In 1845

E. E Harding moved in from Genesee county and began

the practice of his profession. William A. Stewart , now of

Rushford, came in 18.47 and remained about three years .

Simuel T. Smith, from Cortland county, practiced law in

Hume for a time. Hon. C. N. Flenagin, the present district

attorney, read law in the office of E. E. Harding, as did also

Alfred Harding and G. Wylie Wells The latter subsequent

ly attained notoriety and was United States minister to

Shanghai in 1878 .

HOME (COLD CREEK ) VILLAGE.

a

office at Hume in 1826 . The first mail contained one letter

and no papers . During the first few years the receipts of

the office were about ten dollars per annum . The pioneer

landlord and postmaster, after discharging the duties of

" mine host” for about forty years, retired to a more quiet

life , and with his wife occupied a residence close by the

hotel , where he died .

In 1860 the village contained two churches, a saw and

grist -mill and about three hundred inhabitants. It now

(1879) contains two hotels , two wagon shops, two harness

shops, two blacksmith shops, five stores, one job printing

office, one grist -mill, one cheese factory, one banking and

exchange office and three churches.

The first Baptist church of Hume was organized Septem

ber 12th , 1835 , with the following constituent members:

Chester Hacket, James Clark , H. Doud, Seth C. Williams,

Milo Ives, Philo Castle, Sylvanus Doud, Darius Wadkins,

Mary Kemp, John Kemp, Cynthia Clark , Nancy Doud, Jes

sie Hull, Mary Manchester, J. Bacon, Betsey Randall,

Therza Williams, Abigail Drake, Lydia Wadkins and Obed

Randall .

November 19th, 1835 , a council composed of the follow

ing named persons met at the school-house in Hume, and

reorganized the new church : Rev. A. C. Sangster and

Messrs. H. Randall, William Spencer, Leonard Wood

worth , P.S. Newcome and Ambrose Spencer, from the Pike

church ; and Rev. James Reed and Rev. A. Miner, from the

Rushford church . Rev. A. C. Sangster was chosen moder

ator of this meeting, and Ambrose Spencer clerk .

The successive pastors have been as follows, the date of

their settlement being given : February, 1836 , Rev. Rufus

Sabin ; March , 1838 , Rev. —- Robbins; May, 1840 , Rev.,

0. Reed ; May, 1844 , Rev. B. F. Burr ; August, 1847 , Rev.

J. Trowbridge; 1853 , Rev. James Olney; 1856 , Rev. William

Tilley ; 1865 , Rev. Richard Hull; 1862 , Rev. J. Trowbridge;

1865 , Rev. S. S. Dean ; 1869 , Rev.-- Merriman ; 1871 , Rev.;

F. W. Fry ; 18 ; 6 , Rev. T. T. Horto :1 , the present pastor.

In June, 1836 , the church united with the Genesee River

Baptist Association ; this association dissolved in 1872 , and in

June, 1877 , the church united with the Allegany Baptist As.

sociation .

The first house of worship was erected in 1836 ; the pres

ent one, which will seat three hundred persons, in 1850 , at

a cost, including the lot, of about $3,000. It was dedicated

in October of that year. The sermon was preaehed by Rev.

James Reed. The parsonage was purchased in 1869 at a

cost of six hundred dollars .

The First Universalist Church of Hume was organized with

thirty - five members January 25th, 1842 , by Rev. I. B.

Sharp . The church edifice will seat about three hundred

persons, and was erected in 1861 at a cost of $3,000 . The

following named pastors have served the church : Rev. I.

B. Sharp, Rev. 0. B. Clark , Rev. E. M. Whitney, Rev. A.

B. Raymond . The church is in a flourishing condition and

maintaining a Sunday -school.

The First Methodist Episcopal Church of Hume was or

ganized in 1871 , with thirteen members, by Rev. J. E.

Parker, who was the first pastor. The house of worship

owned by this society was erected by a society of Congre

gationalists in 1841. Its original cost was $ 1,200 . It will

comfortably seat two hundred and fifty persons . The

church property is valued at over $2,000 .

A few rods westerly from the old Ingham House is a

'famous spring, he waters of which issue from the rocks at

the base of a ridge or terrace only a short distance from the

bank of the creek , into which they are discharged. This

spring is known to have been a favorite place of resort

among the Indians, who called it " Cold Spring." This is

believed to be the origin of the name of the creek, by which

name the neighboring village has been known.

The first -saw mill in the village was built in 1823 by

Messrs. Blakely & Drake. It was situated on the north side

of the creek just below the bridge.

A man named Ruby was the pioneer blacksmith . He

built a shop at the south end of the bridge, where for sev

eral years he carried on the business of blacksmithing in

all the branches at that time demanded of the trade.

James D. McKeen was the pioneer merchant.

posed a small stock of goods for sale at Ingham's bar. He

afterwards occupied the front room of the tavern ,and at a later

date erected a store , the first building for that purpose ever

put up in the village . This building stood on the J. M.

Paul lot and was torn down by Mr. Paul fifteen or twenty

years ago. It is remembered as the “ old red store " and as

the “ old red rookery." Mr. McKeen continued business

under its roof a few years , but finally sold out and bought a

farm on Six Town creek , where he died about thirty years

ago. The old store was occupied subsequently by various

parties. Rathbone and Mather and 0. M. Russell were

early merchants. Later dealers were Griffith , Bacor , Wild

and Skiff.

The first grist -mill at Hume was erected on the north

bank of the creek , about twenty rods below the falls, in

1829, by Azro Thomas and John Freeman . It was a rude

affair, the principal gearings all being made of wood , and

had two runs of stones. It was operated only a few years .

The first tannery was built by Townsend & Smith. An

other was built a few years later ( 1835 ) by Alanson and Wil

liam R. Skiff, on the north side of the creek , a few rods

above the bridge .

The first school was kept by Charles Mather, well known

in public affairs in the town at one time. Miss Harriet

Utley succeeded Mr. Mather as teacher of the village school

in the summer of 1824 .

The pioneer landlord was Chauncey G. Ingham , who was

appointed postmaster upon the establishment of the post.

He ex
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The Congregational society mentioned above is now ex

tinct .

THE VILLAGE OF Wiscoy.

stock of goods for sale in 1839. Upon the establishment

of the post-office, in 1850 , he was appointed the first postmas

ter . Other early merchants were Wright and Baker.

Enos Stockwell , who has been noticed as a prominent

settler as late as 1843 , was a blacksmith and for several

years worked at his trade. He was energetic and public

spirited , and had a penchant for building. He erected a

number of residences and Dredge's hotel , and removed to

the West about 1854. Extensive warehouses and general

business establishments at the basin were erected by Messrs .

Whitbeck & Hall about 1850 .

Fillmore now contains one hotel , two stores, one cheese

factory, two blacksmith shops, one wagon shop and two

millinery stores .

The Wesleyan Methodist church of Fillmore was organ

ized as the First Wesleyan Methodist Church of Hume,

about the year 1843 , by the Rev. John Watson . The pres

ent church edifice was built in 1850 , and was dedicated Jan

uary ist , 1851 , by Rev. Luther Lee. When it was dedicated the

membership of the society was between thirty and forty ;

the present membership ( 1879) is thirty -seven. The list of

pastors since the organization of the church comprises

Messrs . John Watson , Z. T. Petty , F. R. Mastin, John Kit

chell and A. Bixbey.

Mills's Mills.

The early history of this village is given in the history of

the town . A saw -mill was built at this point in 1828 by David

Knight for Ebenezer Mix . It is said that liquor was quite

freely dispensed at the raising, and that some of those pres

ent were intoxicated . A bridge was thrown across the

stream the same season ; the stringers were elevated to their

proper position the next day after the saw -mill was raised .

Jonathan Willes was the contractor. Henry Torrey built the

first grist-mill in 1829. It was owned and repaired by sev

eral proprietors until three years ago, when it was burned.

A new mill was subsequently erected by the Markham

brothers. Mr. Torrey also erected the first hotel the same

year. The first merchants were Orrin Kingsley and Isaac

Wheeler, who opened a store in 1830. The pioneer black

smith was Lawrence Wilkes , the first settler.

The foundry and machine shop of Miles Dodge was es

tablished in 1842 as a furnace, and plows and mill gearings

were the principal manufactures. In 1858 the firm became

Dodge & Johnson. In 1848 Joseph Mills became partner.

Elijah F. Johnson sold his interest in the business to Messrs.

Paul & Bristol in 1860. William Somers bought these part

ners out four years later. Myron L. Dodge and William

G. Whitney bought a half -interest in the establishment

( Miles Dodge owning the other half) in 1865. The prin

cipal manufactures of the firin have been engines, saw

mills, cheese factory furniture and farming implements.

When settlement began to advance in the town quite a

little village sprang up here, which during the first few

years of its existence was called “ The Falls," afterwards

Mixville, and later still Wiscoy , its original Indian name .

Many of the early residents of the village were Methodists.

About 1835 Rev. Mr. Waller begun a movement to build a

church at Wiscoy , which by the united efforts of the people

of the place and vicinity was completed and dedicated in

the summer of 1841. It is the only house of worship in the

village. It has since been reconstructed and rededicated .

Before the completion of the church Rev. M. Waller, with

some other missionaries, went to Oregon, where, after a few

years of toil and suffering , he died .

Wiscoy was the seat of the famous “ Mixville Associa

tion," which went into operation in 1844 or 1845 , upon the

Fourierite system of a community of labor and interest ; and

which, like all other experiments of the kind , except the

Shakers, the Ebenezer society of Erie county, and the Oneida

community, proved a failure, speedily collapsing and involv

ing many of its members in financial ruin .

THE VILLAGE OF FILLMORE.

The earliest events in the history of the settlement of the

town occurred here, and have been recorded elsewhere. The

pioneer grist - mill has been many times repaired and re

modeled. It is now owned by Webster Mills, and is man

aged by Stanley Mills.

The furniture manufactory at this place was established

by Ladd & Mills . Augustus Goodrich learned his trade in

the shop, and about twenty - four years ago bought the es

tablishment in company with his brother, Alonzo Goodrich .

Fourteen years ago he bought the interest of the latter.

Six years since C. T. Skiff became his partner. The average

annual business is about $5,000 . The firm have a salesroom

at Hume village, under the management by Mr. Skiff.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

Fillmore was formerly known as the mouth of the

creek ,” from its location at the outlet of Cold creek . As

late as 1835 the site of this village was covered with a dense

growth of timber. Probably the first settler was John Whit

ing, who built a saw -mill there. About 1838 Abner Leet

(whose name has been mentioned with those of other early

settlers at this point) erected a tavern on the hill just east of

the line of the canal . It was built in the woods, and was

kept by its builder for several years.

The first merchant was A. S. Dudley, who exposed a small

Absalom Agar was born in Yorkshire , England, October

19th , 1815. He came to Hume in 1833 from Warsaw, Wy

oming county . He married Celia Fitch, of Hume, and is

engaged in farming. P. O. address, Hume..

Nelson P. Baker was born April 25th , 1829 , in the town

of Hume. He was married in September, 1850, to Mary E.

Doud. Mr. Baker is a farmer and the proprietor of the Hume

livery stable. He has served the town as supervisor two

terms, as assessor six years and as poormaster three years .

P. O. address, Hume.

Eleazer Bliss was born March 16th , 1799 , at Rensselaer

ville, Otsego county. He was married to Polly Bishop , of

that county, February 3d , 1821 , and canie to Hume about

1827 , where he lived the life of a farmer until his death ,

March 13th , 1871. P. O. address , Hume.

Elijah Bliss was born at Otsego, Otsego county, Decem

ber 5th , 1820, and came to Hume in February, 1826. He

>
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THE “ OLD COUNCIL HOUSE,"

as it stood prior to its removal by Hon. William P. Letch

worth to his country seat at “ Glen Iris,” and as it will be

remembered by our people, on the roadside near the site of

the old Indian village of Caneadea.

It was from near the bank of the Genesee river to this old

structure, that Moses Van Campen ran the gauntlet, while

held captive by the Seneca Indians in “ Revolutionary days . "

It was in this old house that De-he-wa-mis the “ white

woman," otherwise known as Mary Jemison, tarried for a

day and night on her advent into the Genesee country.

Kirkland, the early missionary, Red Jacket, Cornplanter

and Hudson, have no doubt harrangued the Indians in

council assembled in this old building.
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1 Mrs. C. T. Kendall,

2 R. D. Sweet.

3 J. S. Minard .

Van Dresser's Shop .

5 Stewart's Store.

6 Miss E. E. D'Autremont.

D. W. Sweet's Hotel.

Vaiventalist Church .

9 Mrs.M.M. Sharp. 17 J. M. Paul's Mill. 25 George Meach.

10 W. H. Guild's Store . 18 Rice's Hall. 26 L. Butterfield .

II M. W. Skiff. 19 G. G. Hopkins. 27 E. E. Harding.

12 Marvin & McElwain's Store. 20 S. L. Doud. 28 Dr. C. M. Stewart.

13 A. A. Yager, P. O. 21 H. C. Brown . 29 L. Smith.

14 G. S. Hopper's Store. 32 H. C. Brown & Co.'sShop . 30 F. E. Mix.

15 J. S. Minard's Store . 23 Harding's Law Office . 31 John Paul.

28 S. L. Doud's Store , 24 Ingham Hotel. 32 Baptist Church

33 N. P. Baker.

34 Mrs. C. Ingham .

35 W. S. Seaver.

36 J. S. Isted .

37 School House

38 H. E. Coy.

35 W. Lane.

40 Dr. Lyman .

41 H. S. Isted .

42 Baptist Parsonage.
43 Mrs. M. P. Hamlin .

44 Misses Utley
45 Dr. D. Seaver.

46 J. Nye.

47 A. Beardslee.

18 E. A. Hammond .

49 G. R. McElwain .

50 R. B. Mills .

51 J. P. Manchester.

52 M. E. Church .

53 F. Heath ,

54 N. M. Wells, Jr.
55 G. W. Marvin .

56 H. H. Relya.
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assessor.

is a farmer . April 3d , 1848 , he was married to Polly C.

Miller of Lima, Livingston county . P. O. address, Hume.

David P. Brooks was born at Antwerp , Jefferson county,

August, 21st , 1809, and came to Hume in February, 1835 ,

from Watertown . Mr. Brooks, who is a well known farmer ,

has served the town as justice of the peace. P. O. ad

dress, Fillmore. He was married a second time, to Hannah

M. Sabin , of Rushford , August 24th , 1870.

Henry C. Browne was born August 29th , 1839 , at Nor

folk , St. Lawrence county, and came to Hume in 1843. He

was married April 1th , 1866 , to Melinda Price, of Cattar

augus county. Mr. Brown is the proprietor of the Ingham

House, Hume. He is an ex -town clerk and a past master of

Oriona Lodge, F. A. M.

William P. Brooks , general merchant at Fillmore, was

born at Watertown , Jefferson county, N. Y. , October 30th ,

1834 , whence he came to Allegany county in January, 1835 .

He has served as supervisor of Hume and postmaster at

Fillmore.

I. M. Burt, merchant and postmaster at Wiscoy, was born

at Warwick, Orange county, August 29th , 1821 , and was

married February 29th , 1844 , to Caroline Smith , of Mt.

Morris, Livingston county , In 1859 he removed from Liv

ingston county to Wiscoy . He has served as assessor one

term and as justic : of the peace three terms .

James Caldwell , retired farmer, was born July 31st , 1794 ,

at Rockingham , Vt . He was married February 22nd , 1831 ,

to Betsey Freer, of Mayfield, Fultor county. He came to

Caneadea in 1820, and from there to Hume in 1834. He

was justice of the peace in Caneadea twelve years, super

visor of the town eight years and postmaster ten years.

Monroe Caldwell, son of James Caldwell , was born in

Hume, May 16th, 1842 , and married December 25th, 1872 , to

Emily Houghton, of Caneadea. Mr. Caldwell is a farmer.

His P. O. address is Fillmore.

Alfred Cooley was born in Tompkins, Delaware county,

March 14th , 1816 , and came to Hume in the following July.

He has been three times married-May 27th, 1841 , to Nancy

Kingsley ; February 28th , 1850 , to Julia Anne Peck ; De

ceinber 21st , 1853 , to Emeranda Runyan. Mr. Cooley is a

farnier. His P. O. address is Wiscoy .

Calvin E. Couch was born in Hume, February 19th,

1832. He was married to Marietta Skiff, of Hume, October

13th , 1853. He is well known as a leading farmer . P. O.

address, Hume.

Philip Dill , farmer, was born at Fairfield , Herkimer county,

November 12th , 1801. He was married October 28th, 1828,

to Miss Eliza Griswold , of Windsor, Hartford county, Conn .

They celebrated their golden wedding in 1878. Mr. Dili

came to Hume in 1836. P. O. address, Wiscoy . He has

served as postmaster and assessor .

Miles Dodge, iron manufacturer, was born February 28th ,

1819 , at Manchester, Vt . , and was married to Miss Sarah

Stannard , of Wyoming county, July 5th , 1840 , and came to

Hume in 1842 .

George E. Doud, a life -long resident of Hume, was born

October 24th , 1823 , and has always been engaged in farm

ing. Mr. Doud has served one term as assessor.

James Doud , a native of Hartwick , Otsego county, was born

January 13th , 1801 , and came to Hume in 1815. January

gth, 1823 , he married Miss Mary Phillips, of New Hartford ,

Conn . In his early life Mr. Doud was engaged in farming.

Orrin Doud, farmer, was born at Hartwick , Otsego

county, June 30th, 1796, and came to Hume in 1815. Feb

ruary 4th , 1818, he married Miss Sally Phillips, of New

Hartford , Conn . Mr. Doud has served as supervisor two

terms , and has filled the offices of justice of the peace and

Post-office address, Mills's Mills.

Miles W. Doud, a life - long resident of Hume, was born

October 31st , 1826 . He married Miss Helen Phillips, Sep

tember 28th, 1864. Mr. Doud is engaged in farming.

S. C. Doud was born in Hume, November 23d , 1836. He

is engaged in the hardware business, and has been postmas

ter since 1874. Mr. Doud was married to Miss Mary J.

Partridge, of Pike , Wyoming county, November 28th, 1860 .

William Doud, iarmer (post-office address Mills's Mills),

was born in Hume, September 8th, 1820. He was married to

Miss Almira E. Stone , of Milford , N. Y. , September 9th , 1846 .

A. A. Fisher, a native of Windham county, Vt . , was born

November 23d , 1823. His marriage with Miss Lucia A.

Winn occurred October 4th, 1847. Mr. Fisher is engaged

in cabinet making and farming Post -office address, Pike,

Wyoming county. His former residence was Rutland, Vt.

William Foote , carriage - maker at Fillmore , and secretary

of Oriona Lodge, No. 229 , was born at Freedom , N. Y. , and

came to this county from Cattaraugus, in 1857. August

4th , 1867 , he married Sarah A. Barrett, of Pike, N. Y. He

is the inventor and patentee of the Dexter King road wagon.

Augustus Goodrich, cabinet - maker and undertaker, was

born in Hume, January 30th, 1835 , and was married to Miss

Phæbe Flenagin , of Hume, March 22nd , 1865. Mr. Good

rich's post-office address is Mills's Mills .

Mrs. Alva Hamlin (formerly Miss Maria P. Doud, of

Hume) was married October uth, 1848. Mr. Hamlin, who

died February 12th , 1864 , was born December 19th , 1823 ,

at Hume, and enlisted for service in the late war in 1862 .

After serving a year and a half in the Veteran Reserve

Corps volunteers he died at Georgetown.

Augustus Hammond, farmer, was born in Chenango

county, February 22nd, 1819 , and came to Hume in 1831 .

He was married February 23d , 1840 , to Miss Susan Grove,

of Hume.

Edson A. Hammond, printer and farmer, was born in

Hume, January 21st , 1849 , and married Miss Ella J. White,

of Rushford, December 13th, 1871. Mr. Hammond served

as town clerk in 1870 and 1871 .

Hon . John M. Hammond has been identified with many
of

the leading interests of the town , having been a member of

the Assembly in 1857 , supervisor from 1857 to 1861 , and a

member of the constitutional convention in 1867. From

1851 to 1855 Mr. Hammond was superintendent of the

second division of the Genesee Valley Canal . Mr. Ham

mond was born in Chenango county, January 23d , 1811 , and

he became a resident of Hume in 1831. March 4th , 1831 ,

his marriage with Miss Eliza Ann Gillette, occurred . He is

engaged in farming. Post office address, Fillmore.

George S. Hopper, druggist and stationer, was born at

Angelica , March ist , 1853. He was married April 26th ,

1876 , to Miss Mary H. Sweet, of Hume.

Charles Ingham , a native of Bethany, Genesee county,

was born May 2nd , 1820, and came to Hume from that

place with his parents in 1822 . He married Miss Charlotte

Finn , February 14th , 1844. Mr. Ingham was engaged in

keeping hotel for a number of years, but had retired from
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He was

assessor.

business at the time of his death, April 21st , 1879 .

county superintendent of the poor during the last fourteen

years of his life.

George M. Jacobs, farmer, and life -long resident of Hume,

was born June 13th, 1840. His marriage with Miss Arabella

J. Rose, of Portage, Livingston county, occurred October

8th , 1862 . Mr. Jacobs has served as collector one term and

as deputy sheriff . P. O. address, Wiscoy.

George W. Jones was born in Pike, Wyoming county,

November 27th , 1839, and married Miss Ellen Lincoln ,

of Eagle , Wyoming county, November 27th , 1866 . In

March, 1868, Mr. Jones removed from Pike to Hume. Dur

ing the late war he served a term of three years
in

company

D, 136th N. Y. volunteers, participating in the battles of

Chancellorsville and Gettysburg and many others. He was

discharged at the close of the war.

Ebenezer Kingsley, ex -superintendent of the second div

ision of the Genesee Valley Canal,was born at Hume, April

12th, 1816. He married Miss Rebecca Chase, of Granger,

January 14th , 1864. Mr. Kingsley is a farmer. P. O. address,

Wiscoy .

Henry H. Lyman , physician and surgeon , was born in

Hume, February 27th , 1827 , and was married September

28th , 1852 . His wife was formerly Miss Cornelia C. Cow

ing. Dr. Lyman graduated at the Buffalo University in

1860 . He has been high priest of Wyoming Chapter, No.

181 , R. A. M., one year, and master of the Oriona Lodge,

F. A. M. , No. 229 , of Hume.

JAMES P. MANCHESTER, banker and speculator, was born

in Hume, January 5th , 1849. He has served as supervisor,

of the town two terms ( 1878 and 1879 ) .

G. W. Marvin , gºneral merchant and farmer, was born at

Bloomfield, Genesee county, May 12th , 1821 , and the same

year came with his parents to Hume. His wife was for

merly Miss Rebecca Alger, of Warren county, Pa . Mr. Mar

vin has served the town as assessor three terms.

C. M. Mills , retired farmer, was born in Montgomery

county , April 22nd , 1805 , and in 1811 came to Hume. He

married Miss Julia A. Powers , October 7th, 1857. Mr.

Mills has filled the office of supervisor three terms and that

of assessor three years. P. O. address, Mills's Mills .

Marvin Mills, a life - long resident of Hunie, was born May

30th , 1817. He has always been engaged in farming. Jan

uary 30th, 1842 , he married Miss Sarah Summers, of Vermont .

Nathaniel E. Mills , deceased , was born December 31st ,

1806 , at Canajoharie, Montgomery county . He subsequently

became a resident of Hume, where he died May roth, 1876 .

He was married September uth , 1836 .

Philo Mills, a life - long resident of Hume, was born March

2nd , 1815. October 30th , 1842 , he married Miss Catharine

J. Kingsley , also of Hume. Mr. Mills is a farmer. P. O. ad

dress , Mills's Mills.

R. B. Mills, farmer, was born at Windsor, Conn . , July 6th ,

1794, and in 1811 removed to Hume from Canajoharie,

Montgomery county. Mr. Mills married Miss Alice Robin

son for his first wife January ist , 1817 , and November 26th ,

1849 , he married Miss Julia A. Bellinger.

Stanley Mills, farmer and miller, was born November

22rd , 1842. He was married to Miss Lucinda Fuller April

gth , 1868. Mr. Mills's post-office address is Mills's Mills.

Volney Mills, deceased, was born in Huine, June rith ,

1831 , and November 17tlı , 1862 , was married to Miss Sarah

A. Fuller. Mr. Mills was the proprietor of the mills at Mills's

Mills. He wis two years supervisor of the town .

Webster Mills, a native and life - long resident of Hume,

was born in 1828 . He is the present proprietor of Mills's

Mills . January 18th, 1849, his marriage with Miss Lucinda

Fuller occurred . Mr. Mills has held the office of supervisor

three terms.

William R. Mills, farmer, was born in Hume, May 21st ,

1818 , and was married to Miss Phoebe Rich , of the same

town , March 11th , 1840.

John S. MINARD, general merchant, farmer and surveyor,

was born in Hume, January 31st , 1834. October 18th , 1858,

he married Miss Mary A. Nye , also of Hume. Mr. Minard

has held the offices of justice of the peace and supervisor.

Roswell Minard, proprietor of the Fillmore Hotel , was

born in Rockingham , Windham county , Vt . , Septem

ber 23d , 1811 , and came to Hume in 1848. He married

Miss Hannah R. Warner, February 20th , 1834.

William N. Neal , farmer, was born in Norfolk , England,

November 17th, 1820, and became a resident of Hume,

November 20th , 1851. He married Miss Esther A. Sow

ersby, of Hume, November 29th , 1867 .

Lysander L. Nourse, of Rockingham , Vermont, was born

February 6th , 1817 , and came to Allegany county in 1831 ,

and to Hume in 1832 , where he is engaged in farming. His

marriage with Miss Adeline Munsell, of Chardon, O. , oc

curred . May 7th , 1868 . Mr. Nourse has served the town as

Post - office address, Fillmore.

John Paul, retired farmer, was born in Yorkshire, Eng

land , October 8th , 1801 , and came to Hume in 1828. The

following year , November 10th , 1829 , he married Miss Syl

via Chase, of Hume.

J. M. Paul, speculator and proprietor of the Hime flour

ing mill, was born at Birdsall , May 8th , 1832. His wife was

formerly Miss Delia N. Seaver, of Hume. They were mar

ried July 26th , 1854 .

Luman Peck , a native of Delhi, N. Y. , was born May 14th ,

1815 , and in 1817 came with his father's family to Hume.

March uth , 1840 , he married Miss Sarah Ann Rich , of

Ticonderoga , Essex county. Mr. Peck has alled the office

of assessor one term . He is engaged in farming and dairy .

ing. P. O. address, Wiscov .

Orrin Peck , proprietor of the hotel at Wiscoy, was born

in Hume, April 27th , 1827 , and married Miss Emily J.

Kingsley, also of Hume, January 29th , 1854. Mr. Peck served

in the late Rebellion ,

J. B. Pratt, who was born at Riga, Monroe county, N. Y. ,

April 13th , 1832 , came to this county in May, 1832. He is

a resident of Hume, where he is a farmer and proprietor

of a steam saw- mill . His wife was Lucina Higgins, of

Hunie.

Rev. Nelson E. Preston, pastor of the W. M. E. church of

Fillmore, was born at Castile, Wyoming county, February

9th , 1842. He married Miss Mary E. McCollum, of Pike,

Wyoming county, March 16th , 1871. Mr. Preston came to

Hume in 1878 .

John M. Rease, farmer, was born in Burns, November

29th, 1829 , and removed to Hume from Livingston county

n 1858. June 30 , 1858 , he married Julia Jane Jacobs , of

Hume.

Lorenzo D. Reynolds, farmer, was born at Freedom.

N. Y. , November 29th , 1820 , and came to Hume in 1831 .

a
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ried to Miss Dora Hammond, of Hume, January 3d , 1867 .

Mr. Taber came to Hume in 1869. Post -office address, Fill

more .

He married Jane Scott, of Hume, September 20th , 1842 .

Mr. Reynolds's address is Wiscoy.

Jonathan Severance, deceased , was born at Shelburne,

Mass., October 23d, 1788 , and subsequently removed to

Hume, where he died . February 2nd , 1818, he married

Eunice Taggart, of Truxton, Cortland county , Mr. Sever

ance was engaged in farming.

Joshua Skiff, deceased , was born at Kent , Conn ., Decem

ber 17th , 1783 , and died at his residence in Hume, August

13th , 1846. Mr. Skiff came to Hume in 1830, from Oxford

county, Me. He married Elizabeth Whitney, of Ringe,,

Cheshire county, Conn ., July roth , 1843. He had served as

supervisor five years, and as justice of the peace .

M. W. Skiff, retired merchant, was born in Hume, No

vember 2nd , 1810. February 24th , 1839 , he married Miss

Marietta Rawson. Mr. Skiff has been supervisor two terms.

James C. Smith, farmer, was born in Gainsville, I'voming

county, January 22nd , 1820 . He became a resident of

Hume in 1840, and June 25th, 18.45, married Miss Cynthia

Cole . Mr. Smith's post-office address is Fillmore.

Charles Stewart , M. D. , physician and surgeon at Hume,

was born here April 19th , 1850. He has practiced his pro

fession since graduating at the Buffalo Medical College in

1870. In October, 1873 , he married Anna M. Fletcher,

of Monroe county. Dr. Stewart's father, Azariah B. Stew

art, an esteemed citizen of Hume and successful physician,

was born February 28th , 1826 , in Cortland county, N. Y.

He came to Allegany county in 1848, and practiced medi

cine until near his death , September 25th , 1878 .

Myron Stickle is a farmer and a resident of Hume, where

he was born April 30th , 1825 . He has been ten years

assessor and eleven justice of the peace . He was married

to Melinda Lyon , October 28th , 1851 , and again to Mary J.

Lyon, October 29th, 1854 .

William Wallace Thurston , farmer, was born in Hume,

November 16th , 1842. November 23d , 1861 , Mr. Thurston

enlisted for service in the army and joined Company C. ,

104th N. Y. volunteers. He engaged in a number of battles ,

and was taken prisoner at Weldon railroad, and paroled af

ter seven months'imprisonment. He re - enlisted in 1863 .

He married Miss Emma L. Skiff, of Hume, March 7th , 1876 .

J. N. Taber, farmer and cheese manufacturer, was born

at Castile , Wyoming county, May 7th , 1837. He was mar

Thomas Thurston, farmer, was born at Cobleskill, Scho

harie county, September 21st , 1804. His wife, formerly Miss

Nancy Van Dresser, was a native of Frankfort, Herkimer

county. They were married April ith , 1833. In 1836

Mr. Thurston came to Hume.

Charles D. Van Dresser, proprietor of the Ingham House,

was born in this county , October 13th, 1847. During the

Rebellion he served about two years in the Second Mounted

Rifles , fighting in the Wilderness and many other battles,

and being taken prisoner and confined in Libby, Pember

ton and Salisbury prisons. Mr. Van Dresser was married

October 2nd, 1868 , to Mary E. Butler of Perry , Wyoming

county . His father, Jeremiah Van Dresser, was born July

17th , 1818, in Schoharie county, N. Y. He settled in Al

legany county in 1835 , and married Phoebe Anne Slocum ,

of Hume, in September, 1840 .

H. H. Vedder, a native of Oppingham , N. Y. , was born

October 17th , 1835. In December of the same year the

family removed to Hume. June 20th , 1859 , he married

Miss Elmira Pratt, of Centerville. Mr. Vedder is engaged

in farming.

Simon Vedder, deceased , was born in Oppingham , N. Y. ,

March 22nd , 1809 , and died April 12th , 1876 , at Hume, to

which town he removed in 1835. Mr. Vedder married

Clara Ann Claus, of his native town, June 28th, 1834 .

S. C. VEDDER, a life-long resident of Hume, was born

August 23d , 1848. He married Miss Nora P. Ingersoll , of

Caneadea, March 5th , 1876. Mr. Vedder's occupation is

farming.

William Freeman Williams deceased ), father of Mary

Williams, was born in 1805 in Jefferson county, N. Y. He

came from his native county to Hume in 1826 . He was a

boot and shoe manufacturer. He was married to Mary

Pettis, of Centreville, in April, 1827 .

Francis Yates, deceased, was born in Ruport, Vt . , March

19tn , 1789 , and removed to Hume, from Saratoga county, in

1837. He married Miss Calsinai Eddy, of Greenfield , N.

Y. , September 6th , 1829. They raised a family of three

children . Mr. Yates died February roth , 1862 . His widow

lives in Hume, nearly sixty - nine years of age .



THE TOWN OF INDEPENDENCE.

was

I

tor , S. S. White; overseer of poor, William Forsyth ; in

spectors of election , Robert Allison , Harvey S. Richniond ;

constables, Orville G. Clark , Dauphin Dexter, William Miller,

Emmett Spicer; town sealer, Wilbur Wilson .

SETTLEMENT.

He

NDEPENDENCEDEPEN formed from Alfred ,

March 16th, 1821. Andover was set off January

28th, 1824 , and a part of Willing November

19th , 1851. The first town meeting was held

April 10th , 1821 , at the house of Luther Strong.

Thaddeus Baker, Esq., a justice of the peace, was

present . The first town officers were as follows :

Supervisor, Luther Strong ; town clerk, Joseph Clark ; as

sessors, Simeon Adams, Luther Green and Nathaniel Covell;

highway commissioners, Isaac Stanbro, Timothy Younglove

and Samuel S. White ; collector, Alfred Holmes ; overseers

of the poor, Thaddeus Baker and Shubael Spicer ; constables ,

Alvin Holmes, Roswell Adams and Joseph Pixley ; school

commissioners, William W. Reynolds, Isaiah W. Green and

Amherst Kingsbury ; school inspectors, Willett Larrabee ,

Edmund Perry and Amherst Kingsbury.

The successive supervisors of the town have been as fol

lows :

In 1822-26 , 1847 , Nathaniel Covell ; 1827-29, John P.

Livermore; 1830 , 1832 , 1833 , Alvah Wood; 1831 , Alexander

Rice ; 1834 , 1839 , Silas Crandall ; 1835 , 1836, 1840, 1841 ,

1848 , 1849, 1853 , 1858 , Samuel S. White; 1837 , Isaiah W.

Green ; 1838 , Gaylord C. Calvin ; 1842 , 1843 , Hercules Dar

ling ; 1844 , Franklin Forsyth ; 1845 , 1846 , 1852 , 1872-75 ,

William Cobb ; 1850, 1855 , 1856 , Dougald C. White ; 1851 ,

Morris S. Chase ; 1854, Samuel Y. Schofield ; 1857 , Elisha

B. Green ; 1859 , 1860 , Anthony Barney; 1861 , Daniel B.

Harrigan; 1862 , 1863 , Benjamin F. Wood ; 1864 , 1865 , A. M.

Parker ; 1866 , L. D. Brown ; 1867 , E. J. Shepard ; 1868 , 1869 ,

Walter Leonard ; 1870 , 1871 , John C. Green ; 1876 , 1877 ,

Morris S. Chase ; 1878 , Clark White.

The following named persons have served as town clerk :

1822 , Thaddeus Baker ; 1823 , Isaiah W. Green ; 1824 , 1825 ,

1839 , Alvah Wood ; 1826 , Beriah Crandall; 1827 1828 , 1830,

Almond Crandall ; 1829 , S. W. Green ; 1831-34 , Matthew

Wilson ; 1835 , 1836 , Hollis Gilbert; 1837 , 1838, Samuel S.

White ; 1840 , 1841 , Timothy Stiles ; 1842 , William Jones ;

1843-45, Dougald C. White; 18.46, 1847 , Clark White ; 1848 ,

1849 , 1858 , Daniel B. Harrigan ; 1850, 1851 , 1859 , 1860,

Lorenzo D. Brown ; 1852 , 1853 , William Swift ; 1854-56 ,

Marcus L. Butler; 1858 , L. H. Bartlett; 1861 , Valerius L.

Forsyth ; 1862 , Alvin Kelsey ; 1863 , Samuel Beebe ; 1864 ,

Stephen Wildman ; 1865 , 1866 , 1878 , George W. Rose ; 1867 ,

1871 , 1873 , Theodore A. Harrigan ; 1868 , 1869 , Albertus

Burr; 1870 , A. S. Brown ; 1872 , Myron D. Hopper; 1874 ,

1875 , M. F. Forsyth ; 1876, 1877 , Floyd Casey.

The following persons were elected to fill the various

town offices for 1879 : Supervisor, William Stout; town clerk ,

George W. Rose ; justice, Samuel J. Holbert ; assessor, R. L.

Briggs ; commissioner of highways, Judson D. Jacobs ; collec

on

As early as 1798 the first settler penetrated the forest of

what is now the town of Independence, and locating on the

creek which afterwards bore his name built a house and a

saw -mill, and made other improvements. This man was

John Cryder. How long he remained a resident of the

town is not definitely known ; but he soon abandoned such

improvements as he had made, and emigrated to some other

part of the country.

Oliver Babcock is said to have been the first permanent

settler , locating on lot number 126, in the north part of the

town, in the fall of 1818 or early in the following year.

moved in from Alfred and remained in the town until about

1828.

Probably the best remembered of the earlier settlers in

the town were the Wilsons. David Wilson was born in

1767 , in the town of Shelburne, Franklin county, Mass . ,

and in the fall of 1818 he set out, in company with his

wife and five sons and two daughters, for Allegany county.

In March , 1819 , he arrived in the town of Independ

ence and located lot number 72 , having stopped

during the winter at Yates. A man named Peterson , who

had contemplated settling in the town and erected a cabin

into which he never had moved, had thus provided a shelter

for Mr. Wilson and his family until they could build a house

for themselves . Although this structure was in the north

part of the town and their land was nearly in the center, it

may well be imagined they esteemed its presence, even at

such a distance , in the light of a good fortune. David Wil

son , jr . , settled on lot number 73 in 1818 .

R. C. Wilson , is now a resident on lot number 72 ,

and Wilbur Wilson , another son , lives on the old home

stead of his father. David Wilson died in the town in 1840.

A son and daughter of Mr. Wilson , who had remained in

Massachusetts, came on two years later ; but before their

advent other settlers had arrived ; among them the third in

the town , John Teater, bringing with him his sons John and

Peter , and his recently -married son - in - law , Samuel S. White.

Mr. Teater was of Dutch blood , and originally from Dutch

ess county, and it is said that, unlike the Dutch race in

general, he possessed somewhat of a roving disposition .

After leaving Dutchess county, he stopped for a time on the

east shore of Cayuga lake . He next moved to Alfred , where

he remained a year or two . In April, 1819 , he came to In

dependence, where he was made a local land agent . He

was enterprising, and in the course of a few years he had

His son ,
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taken for his own use four hundred acres of land in a body

on the hills north of Cryder creek . His son John settled

within the limits of the present village of Whitesville , where

he lived till his death . Peter settled on the hills . Both

these young men were famous hunters. Samuel S. White

was a native of Hopkinton , R. I. , and was born in 1796 .

He had previously removed to the town of Alfred with his

two sisters . When he had made some improvement he sent

for his father's family . After his marriage with Nancy

Teater he came from Alfred to lot number 50 , where

Whitesville now is , at the time mentioned , and remained

there until his death in 1860. His four sons all live near

the place of his settlement . In connection with a reference

to his wealth in after years, it has been said of him that his

worldly possessions at the time he came consisted of an ax

and two dollars and fifty cents cash .

Stephen Boyce , a native of Richmond, N. H. , came to

Independence a little later, and took up and improved the

southeast fourth of lot number 52 . Soon he went

back , was married to a Miss Talman , and returned to build

a log hut and remain in possession till 1824 , when he sold

out to Alvah Wood.

Willianı Hamilton moved in the same spring ( 1819) , from

Alfred , and settled in the north part of the town , on lot

number 17. Four or five years later he removed to West

Union, Steuben county , and subsequently from there to

Iowa. During the summer, or early in the fall , Nathaniel

Taggart located on lot number 8.

In the spring of 1820 Luther Green , a native of the State

of New York, who was born in 1796 , about thirty miles be

low Albany, moved out from Madison county and settled

where he now ( 1878) lives, on lot number 116 . He sowed

the first timothy seed in the town soon after his arrival . He

has since engaged in farming and lumbering, and his career

has been a successful one.

A man who will long be remembered in the town was

Joseph Bledsoe (a son - in - law of John Teater) , a Virginian

by birth , who after serving in the war of 1812 removed to

Amond at its close, having been a prisoner of war at Mon

treal at the time peace was declared . In 1820 he came to

Independence, and settled on lot number 81 , north of the

location of John Teater, whose daughter he had married in

1816 .

The first settler south of Cryder creek was Colonel Wil

liam W. Reynolds, who was born in Hopkinton , R. I. , in

1798 , and removed with his father to Otsego county when a

boy. In the summer of 1820 he came to Independence,

where he took up land on lots numbers 17 and 28 , and com

menced a clearing. In the fall he returned east , and the

next spring brought his sister, Miss Sally Reynolds, to keep

house for him . Nathaniel Covell , who had settled at Whites

ville not long before, gave them shelter under his roof until

the 20th of April , when their own house was ready for oc

cupancy. The day before their arrival was one of the most

inclemert of the whole year, the snow having fallen to a

depth of two feet, and then , the weather changing, a terrific

thunder storm came on , completely drenching them . To

add to the unpleasantness of their situation , there was no

road part of the way, and they were obliged to make their

way through the snow and slush as best they could .

During the summer of 1820 Shubael Spicer, a native of

Connecticut, who had removed from Otsego county to the

town of Alfred in 1818, came out from there to Indepen

dence and located on lot number 64. In December his broth

er, Seth Spicer, who was also born in Connecticut, moved

from Plainfield, Otsego county, and settled on the same lot,

taking an article for one hundred and three and a half acres,

which he cleared and on which he lived till his retirement

from active business in 1858. His son , D. W. Spicer, who

was born on the old homestead in 1826 , removed to his pres

ent location in 1849, where he has since lived , and where

his father died in 1876 .

Others who came in 1820 were Asa Clark, Nathan Still

man , Joseph Fulmer, John Halloway and Joseph Reming

ton . Clark was born in Cato, Cayuga county, in 1802 , and

moved in from Hornellsville, Steuben county, in March of

the year mentioned . He was a grandson of John Teater ,

and lived with the latter two years, and subsequently with

Joseph Bledsoe, his step - father. He worked out among the

settlers till 1824, when he married and took up a portion of lot

number 40. He subsequently removed to Canisteo, Steuben

county, and from there to Alfred . Stillman, who was a

native of Rhode Island , came in from Madison county and

settled on lot number 103, a little after the arrival of Clark,

and lived there till his death . Fulmer was born in 1770, on

ship - board, while his parents were crossing the Atlantic en

route for the “ New World . " They settled in Northampton

county, Pa. , where Joseph was reared . In 1812 the fam

ily emigrated to Tompkins county, and from there , in the fall

of 1820, Joseph came to Independence, and began to clear

land which he had located on lot 111 , in the valley which

bears the family name. During the winter he put up a log

house , into which his son William , who was born in Pennsyl

vania, in 1800, moved three or four loads of goods. In the

following March the family moved in. William Fulmer be

came a well known resident of the town , of which he was a

resident for fifty -three years. His father died in 1852. Hal

loway took up land on lot number 107. Remington was

from Yates county. He settled on lot number 104 .

Among those who came in 1821 was Asaph Goodridge, a

native of Worcester county, Mass . , who moved in from Can

isteo, Steuben county, and settled on lot number 40, on

Cryder creek , where his son Luther Goodridge now resides ,

and lived there until his death in 1854 . His son was born

in Canisteo the year before his father's settlement in town .

John P. Livermore came in November of the same year

and located on lot number 117 . He was born in Windham

county, Vt . , in 1798, and had lived in the counties of

Oneida and Madison previous to his settlement in Inde

pendence. He became prominent in town affairs, and be

sides occupying other official positions, held that of justice

of the peace for twenty-four years, and was postmaster at

Independence for twenty years. He was a participant in the

stirring scenes of the war of 1812 , having, while a resident

of Madison county, enlisted in the New York State militia

and served till discharged . He is now living (November,

1878) , fifty years after his advent in the town, with his step

son , Mr. E. D. Potter.

N. H. Fortner, a native of Tompkins county, moved into

the town with his father, February 16th , 1821. Twelve

years later they removed to the town of Willing.

May 16th Matthew Wilson, a native of Franklin county,

Mass. , settled on lot number 71 , where he remained until

1870 , where he removed to Hallsport. He held the office

2
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of justice of the peace sixteen years, and was a lieutenant

colonel in the State militia. His son , Stephen, who came

with him at the age three years, removed to Willing in 1853 ,

and has since resided there .

Abel Traik , a native of Rhode Island, came in the early

part of the year from Yates county, and went back there

after two or three years .

Beriah Crandall , who was born in Herkimer county, Au

gust 5th , 1798, came to Independence from Schoharie

county, on foot , with his pack upon his back, arriving in

February , 1821 . He selected two hundred acres of land on

lot number 81 , and immediately began a clearing, in making

which he was assisted greatly by the Wilsons , whose rela

tive he was . After clearing four acres he planted some corn

and potatoes . In the fall he put in two acres of wheat.

Further mention of Mr. Crandall will be made in connec

tion with reference to the business interests of the town .

In 1822 William Reynolds, Colonel Reynolds's father,

moved into the town, and was engaged in business with the

latter , as the sequel will show. In the spring of the same

year Jesse and Philip Haseltine, natives of New Hamp

shire , came in from Yates county and settled on lot number

74. They put up a rude log house ; cut , logged and cleared

three acres of second -growth timber that had grown in an

old windfall, performing all the labor without the aid of a

team . In the fall their father and other members of the

family arrived .

Gordon Stout also came in the spring of 1822 , and located

on lot number 128 . He died in April , 1865. His so .. , Wil

liam Stout, is a resident of Fulmer Valley .

Caleb and Samuel H. Riggs settled on lot number 106

early in April . They were brothers and natives of Rhode

Island ; but they came from Yates county. Caleb was un

married and boarded with his brother until he made a clear

ing and built a house ; then returned to Yates county and

married , and brought his wiſe home in 1824. In 1853 he

went back to Yates county, and remained there until his

death , ten years later . Another who came about the same

time was William Briggs, a native of the same State, who

moved in from the same county and settled on lot number

107 . He had been a soldier in the last war with England .

He died in 1866. In May, 1823 , Samuel Livermore, a na

tive of Vermont, came in from Madison county, and settled

on lot number 105 . He was a surveyor and for twenty years

did much of the surveying in Independence and adjoining

towns . He has since lived in the town except two years

spent in Hume, and his large family live near him . In July

Edmund Livermore came from Brookfield , Madison county,

with his father, and located in the north part of the town ,

where he has since resided with the exception of a few years

in Madison county. Others who came during the year were

Ebenezer Richmond, David S. Briggs , Alvah Wood, Conrad

Minges, Daniel Dexter, John Wheeler and Simeon Wilcox.

Richmond, a native of Oneida county, moved in during the

month of January, from Steuben county, bringing in several

cattle and sheep . He had come the previous fall and lo

cated land and built a house. Briggs, who was a native of

Dutchess county , moved in from Madison county and settled

on the farm now occupied by his son , R. L. Briggs, in 1824,

two years after he came. Richmond and Briggs are both

dead . The latter died in September, 1861 .

Wood, a Vermonter, came from Canandaigua, and set

tled on lot number 52 , February 28th . Minges was a naiive

of Pennsylvania. He moved in April 15th , and settled on

the Lynch farm , on lot number 114. He came from Tomp

kins county
Twelve years later he went back to Penn

sylvania , and died there. His son , Charles Minges, is well

known in the town . Dexter was a resident of the town

only a few weeks. He went back to Utica, but became a

permanent settler in Independence in 1833. Wheeler was

a Welshman and had been a sailor . He settled in the west

part of the town . In 1845 he went west , where he died .

Wilcox moved in in February . His widow was living in the

lown of Willing a few years ago .

Smith Dexter, sen . , John Hill , Noel Jones, Rev. Nathaniel

Hammond and Nathan Babcock were among the settlers

in 1824. Dexter was a native of Rhode Island . He came,

in June, from Herkimer county and settled on lot number

89. Hill was from Pennsylvania. He settled on lot num

ber 64. Jones was born near Troy, and settled on lot num .

ber 25 , on Cryder creek . He was accompanied by his son

Noel , jr . , who was born in Oneida county in 1811. Both

will be mentioned in connection with the advancement of the

best interests of the town . The old Jones homestead is

now occupied by Adolphus Jones. Noel , jr. , located on his

present farm in 1860. Rev. Mr. Hammond was born in

Rhode Island , and was a hero of the struggle for indepen

dence. He was a Baptist preacher, and labored for the

good of his race till his death in 1851. He located on lot

106. Babcock, a native of Rhode Island, had lived in Mon

roe county. From there he removed to lot number go,

bringing a yoxe of oxen and a couple of cows, but, it is said ,

“ not a shilling in money. " Calvin Hall was another who

moved in during 1824. He was born in Plymouth county ,

Mass. , September 20th , 1796. He removed thence to Yates

county, and from there to Independence, where he re

mained till 1838, when he removed to Hallsport .

Prominent among those who made Independence their

home in 1825 was Dr. A. Barney , who came in March from

Herkimer county and located at Green's Corners, where he

has since resided . In the fall of the same year he bought

of D. W. Green the property he owns. He became proin

inent in town affairs. Others who came during the year

were Joseph Hull, David Robbins and Charles Chapin .

Hull was born in Connecticut, but came in from Herkimer

county . He settled on lot number 46. He started several

months before, but when he reached Brutus, in Cayuga

county, his funds were exhausted and he was i bliged to stop

and earn more money ; after which he hired a man to bring

him the remainder of the journey , but had to borrow two

dollars after his arrival to make up the sum he had promised

to pay him . Robbins was born in Connecticut . He moved

in from Tompkins county, accompanied by his sons David

C. and John B. , who are well known in the town . In 1863

the elder Robbins moved over the State line into Pennsyl

vania, where he died . Chapin settled on lot number 45 .

Ebenezer Parker located on lot number 87 , in 1826 . He

was born in Montpelier, Vt . , October 6th, 1781. He had

lived in Chautauqua and Yates counties and came from the

latter county to Allegany. He was accompanied by a large

family, one of whom was L. H. Parker. He died March

25th , 1860. Many of his descendants live in the county.

The old homestead is now known as the Bloss farm . L. H.

Parker located on his present property in 1847. Joseph

a
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Evans, who was born in eastern New York January 7th ,

1799 , moved in from Steuben count, and settled on lot

number 15 during the same year. He died January 28th ,

1874.

In 1827 Thomas Collver, from Yates county, settled on

lot number 24. Another well remembered settler in 1827

was Joseph Bennett . He was born near Brattleboro, Vt . ,

and moved in from Tioga county, Pa. He located on

lot number 31 , and a few years later removed to Willing.

He subsequently went west . His son , Dr. George H. Ben

nett, located in Whitesville for the practice of his profession

in 1860 . Elijah Lewis, from Petersburgh, Rensselaer

county, settled on lot number 93 the same year ; Arche

laus Putnam, from Windsor county, Vt . , on lot number 52 ,

and Alexander Rice, from Cortland county, on lot number

36. Lewis died in 1855. Putnam was born in Hillsboro

county , N. H. , June roth , 1792 . He removed to the town

of Willing after many years residence in Independence .

In 1828 Lewis B. Fitch , a native of Cortland county, N. Y. ,

settled in the town , and Nelson B. Coates , a native of Plain

field , Otsego county , was a prominent settler in 1829 . He

located on lot number 48. Daniel Cobb was a settler in

1828 .

In 1830 the population of the town was 877. Settlement

was constantly advancing. In 1831 L. D. Brown, since

well known in the affairs of the town , came to Independ

ence. The following year he took up his residence at

Whitesville. Among those who came in 1838 were Horace

Wildman and Franklin Forsyth , both accompanied by their

families . At the time his father came, Tolbert Wildman

was only four months old . The family became well known

in the town . Frances, a daughter of Franklin Forsyth ,

became the wife of Clinton Richardson . William Cobb, a

native of Brattleboro , Vt . , also came to Independence in

1833, and settled at Spring Mills . He has amassed a fortune,

and was for one term a representative of his district in the

Assembly. In 1834 Daniel Dexter, who was born in Her

kimer county, in 1806, came in from Utica and bought his

In 1835 the population of the town had

advanced to 1,189 . Among those who came in 1837 were

Dorus Burr and Morris S. Chase . Burr, who was born

in Jefferson county, in 1808, had lived in Tompkins

county . He came to Andover in 1830, and from there to

Independence, locating at Whitesville . Chase was born in

Yates county in 1822. He was accompanied to Independ

ence by his father, John B. Chase , and his family . The

latter was a Baptist preacher. Morris S. Chase became

prominent in public affairs. The population was 1,440 in

1840. Horace Cobb, who died in 1865 , settled at Spring

Mills in 1840 or 1841. D. M. Clark, a native of Madison

county, was a prominent settler in 1841. He located at

Green's Corners and engaged in trade . Since 1846 he has

been engaged in the manufacture of cheese. Dr. J. G.

Horton settled in Whitesville in 1843 , and Charles Wildman

in 1844. In 1845 the population of the town was 1,679 ; in

1850, 1,701 ; in 1855 , 1,136 ; in 1860, 1,199 ; in 1865 , 1,126 ;

in 1870, 1,175 ; in 1875 , 1,217 .

of David Wilson , used to go there on horseback after the

mail. The nearest grist -mill was at the same place. No

straw could be obtained by the Wilsons to fill their beds

when they first came, and they were obliged to substitute

hemlock boughs. About the middle of the summer of 1819

a scarcity of provisions was felt by the settlers. The only

man in the town who had money is said to have been

David Wilson , who supplied John Teater with what was

needed , and the latter went to Geneva to purchase a supply

of food . Although he was expected back within a week

from his departure, it was two weeks before he came ; and

during the time many of the settlers were reduced to a con

dition bordering on starvation. When Teater's supply was

exhausted, David Wilson, jr. , went to Canisteo on horseback

and bought two bushels of rye, at $ 1.75 per bushel , and

stopped at Andover on his return and had it ground. After

the settlement of Jesse and Philip Haseltine , in 1822 , they

lived in the most primitive style until the arrival of their

father and the rest of the family in the fall ; their dishes

consisting of wooden troughs, from one of which, with legs

attached , it is said they were accustomed to eat pudding

and milk , the former made of meal which they manufactur

ed by pounding corn in a trough with a couple of drag

teeth to which they attached handles . It has been stated

that when Ebenezer Richmond moved in in 1823 , he brought

several head of cattle and sheep. Having no hay to feed

them on , he was obliged to browse them during the first

winter . In the spring nine of the sheep were killed by

wolves. In 1824, having no grain , Rev. Nathaniel Perkins

and several other settlers crossed over into Pennsylvania

and descended the Cowanesque river to a point below Knox

ville, Tioga county, Pa. Here they found a farmer who

had a surplus and was willing.to let them have what they

wanted if they would bring him a letter of recommendation

from James Maxwell , the early merchant of Spring Mills .

They obtained the necessary voucher, and their wants were

supplied . The next year they helped their benefactor with

his harvest . Had it not been for the game with which the

woods abounded, it would have proved almost impossible

some years for the settlers to have lived.

Pages might be filled with details of the sufferings and hard

ships of the pioneer days, but space permits us to mention

only a few of the exciting events in the life of Joseph Bled

soe, the Nimrod of the town . One day, as he was on Cryder

creek , near Whitesville , his attention was attracted by the

loud barking of a dog not far away . Advancing in the di

rection of the sound he saw a large buck in the creek , and

the dog on shore barking at him . Bledsoe tried to drive

the deer from his position, in a hole where the water was

about three feet deep, but he would not move ; so he waded

toward him , swinging his arms and shouting with intent to

frighten hin . But instead of taking to his heels, when

Bledsoe had waded to the middle of the stream the buck

turned and leaped toward him. Bledsoe was a very power

ful man (six- feet - three in height and weighing two hundred

and twenty -five pounds) , and with one sudden and irresist

ible movement he seized the buck by the horns, and held

his head under water until he was drowned . One winter

day Bledsoe took his gun and went out, expecting to be

gone but a little while. He soon came upon the track of a

deer and , in obedience to the true hunter's instincts, fol
, .

lowed it till nightfall . The weather was intensely cold , and

present farm .

1

1

LIFE IN THE EARLY DAYS.

When settlement begun the only road in the town was

one from Andover to Cryder creek, where Whitesville now

is . The nearest post office was at Almond. Mary, a daughter
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as evening advanced it grew colder still . Bledsoe killed and

skinned the deer and set out for home, but it was nearly

midnight when he arrived there, and he was almost frozen .

BUSINESS ENTERPRISE, PIONEER AND SUBSEQUENT.

The first step toward business and manufacturing prog

ress in the town was the erection of Cryder's saw -mill,

about the beginning of the present century . When the

permanent settlement of the town began, two decades later ,

this structure had long been abandoned, and had gone to

ruin from disuse. The first summer after the settlement

of the Wilson family (that of 1819) , they erected a log

" smithy," and David Wilson , jr. , was the pioneer black

smith . Having no anvil , they hired one of a man named

Burdick , in Andover, who also accommodated them with a

couple of pairs of tongs, which they did not return until the

next fall . The next spring Robert and David Wilson , on

their return from a visit 10 Massachusetts, brought home an

anvil, which was put up in the shop . After Beriah Crandall

had got his clearing made, and had harvested his first

growth of corn and potatoes, and put in a little wheat, he

turned his attention to tanning a few hides which he had

taken from some cows and young cattle. His manner of

procedure was the most primitive and his implements for

work of the rudest order. “ Hemade some troughs from the

trunk of a large pine," says our authority, “ and drew them

to the place of operations. He next immersed the hides in

an excavation from which clay had been taken for the man

ufacture of bricks, and which had filled with water. He

then went to Alfred with horse and bag and procured a

bushel of lime , fresh from the kiln . The ' beaming-knife

process ' was performed with a draw - shave with one handle

off. A quantity of hemlock bark was broken fine upon the

end of a beech log by the aid of a shoe hammer, and put into

the troughs previously prepared , with a ' handler ' at one

end . The hides and skins when prepared were introduced

to the ' handler ' and soon put on the appearance of leather ;

and when tanned made excellent stock , which was made

into boots and shoes. " It is said that during the year 1821

he put up a log house , and cut miles of road through the

woods to facilitate passage to and from his place of business,

where he employed himself nights and rainy days at shoe

making. His shop was on a scaffold over the horse stable

in Wilson's barn . In the fall he went east , to his father's,

where he had left his wife, and worked there at shoe-mak

ing till February, when his father gave him a sleigh and a

yoke of cattle, which enabled him to move his wife and his

effects to Independence. Of course he brought out his cur

rying tools and some oil and lampblack, with which he fin

ished his leather, which had been laid in the bark in the

troughs , which were sunk in the ground during his absence.

The next year his brother Almon joined him in the business

and they erected a tannery, with a horse - power bark -mill,

and the tanning business was largely increased . After eight

years he purchased his brother's interest, and carried on

the business alone a year. He then exchanged his property

for a farm at Whitesville, and in 1832 made preparations to

carry on a more extensive business there.

In 1824 Colonel William W. Reynolds and his father,

William Reynolds, built a tannery on their farm , to which a

shoe shop was subsequently added . The Wilsons erected a

still at an early day which was in operation for a number of

years. Sylvester P. Maxson , who came in the spring of

1821 , built a distillery a year or two later, which he worked

about three years . Many other distilleries have since been

erected . The pioneer saw -mill was built at Whitesville by

Nathaniel Covell and Tower Stetson , cousins, who moved

in from Ontario county in the spring of 1820. Stetson re

turned in the fall and did not become a permanent settler .

Authorities differ as to the date of the erection of this mill,

but it was built prior to 1824, without doubt. It was sold

by Covell , together with a hundred acres of land, to Alvah

Wood. In 1828 Wood took in Avery Rice as a partner.

Rice had a carding machine, which was attached to the

water power. In 1824 Covell commenced the erection of a

grist - mill at Whitesville and finished it the same fall . James

Maxwell built one at Spring Mills about the same time and

got it in operation first. In 1825 Noel Jones built a grist

mill on Cryder creek in the south part of the town , in which

Luther Green is said to have had an interest . The next

year Avery Rice (mentioned above) put his carding machine

in this mill , and it remained there till it was removed, in

1828 , to Wood's grist - mill , as above described . A saw - mill

erected on Cryder creek , on lot number 24, by

Thomas Collver in 1827-28 . In 1832 Beriah Crandall built

a tannery at Whitesville . It was operated by water power

and Nathaniel Covell and David Wilcox made the wheel and

fixtures . He conducted the business for several years, part

of the time in partnership with his adopted son Lorenzo D.

Brown , tanning from two hundred to three hundred hides

and from eight hundred to one thousand one hundred skins

annually, till the rotting of the building at the foundation

and the failure of the water power compelled its abandon

ment . A woolen -mill was operated for a number of years

by Horace Jones and his successors, Joel and Silas Cran

dall . In 1843 Hiram Alley established himself in the

foundry business in a small way at Whitesville, but the next

year he transferred his establishment to Charles C. Allen,

who has increased the capacity and products of the foundry

to such an extent that he turns out about $ 15,000 worth of

manufactured articles yearly. Since the advancement in the

dairy interests of the town the manufacture of butter and

cheese has been the leading industry . There are several

cheese factories in the town . Some of them are mentioned in

connection with the places in which they are located . Green's

factory, in the western part of the town, does a large business,

receiving part of its milk from the adjoining town of

Willing

According to the report of the census enumeration of

1875 , the average number of milch cows kept in the town in

1874 was 1,459 ; in 1875 , 1,676 . The number of cows whose

milk was sent to factory was 894 in 1874 and 1,272 in 1875 .

The amount of butter made in families in 1874 was 102,315

pounds . The above figures show an increase in the dairy

products of the town , which is undoubtedly much larger in

1878 .

Gradually we have traced the advancement of Independ

ence from a wilderness to its present prosperous condition .

One evidence of this advance has not been adverted to

the increase in the mail facilities of the town - though a

picture of the postal service of the earliest days has been

drawn where reference has been made to the horseback

trips of Mary Wilson to Alimond for the mails. Until about

1864 the town had been supplied only with a semi-weekly
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mail . About that time Noel Jones, jr . , “ bid in the mail

route from Wellsville to Whitesville, which was then run

semi -weekly. The people had long felt the need of a daily

mail , and had repeatedly petitioned the Department for its

establishment , without avail . Mr. Jones , by permit , carried

the mail daily for three years, receiving during that time

compensation for the se ni -weekly trip only . At the end of

that time a daily mail was established , and has since been

continued."

EARLY EVENTS.

Methodist church , two taverns, two stores, one woolen fac

tory, one grist- mill , two saw- mills and one tannery ." Twenty

years later it was mentioned as “ containing two churches

and several mills and manufacturing establishments ; popu

lation two hundred and twenty . ” The village now contains

three churches, two hotels, several stores, a planing-mill , a

wool -carding machine, a foundry and manufactory of agri

cultural implements , a cabinet shop, a cheese factory , the

usual number of blacksmith and wagon shops, and about

sixty dwellings . The foundry was erected in 1850. Sev

eral persons are employed . The Whitesville cheese factory

was erected by Franklin Forsyth about 1864. The milk of

several hundred cows is received and a large business is

done. There is also a driving park at this place .

Spring Mills, in the southeastern part of the town, derived

its name from the numerous springs in the vicinity. The

pioneer merchant at this point was Mr. Maxwell , already

mentioned ; and a man named Hammond traded there at an

early day. The first hotel was opened there about 1828, by

Dr. Fuller. The present postmaster of Spring Mills is Wal

ter Leonard, of the firm of Leonard & Allen .

Green's Corners was named from Luther Green , who settled

there in 1820. Probably the leading business at this place

is that of the Independence cheese factory,

HISTORIES OF CHURCHES IN INDEPENDENCE.

FIRST METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF WHITESVILLE .

Dougald C. White , son of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel S. White ,

was the first person born in Independence after the settle

ment begun , October 23d , 1819. He now lives within a few

feet of the spot where he first drew breath . The first female

child born in the town was Eliza Ann Boyce, daughter of

Stephen Boyce, April 15th , 1821 .

The first marriage was celebrated January 1st , 1824, the

contracting parties having been Daniel Remington , of Inde

pendence, and Miss Eliza Eaton , of Andover. There is an

interesting reminiscence of this event, which has been re

lated as follows : “ It was reported that the land agent had

promised one hundred acres of land to the first couple mar

ried, and learning the night previous that another couple

was to be married the next afternoon , they were secretly

married before morning."

The first death occurred January 29th , 1822. It was that

of Samuel W. Goodrich .

During the summer of 1821 the first school was taught, in

David Wilson's barn (then just finished, and the first frame

building in the town). The pioneer teacher was Miss Mary

(familiarly known as Polly) Wilson . She afterwards became

Mrs. Reynolds. The first school -house (a log structure) was

erected on land since owned by D. C. White, on lot number

51 , in the fall of 1823. The first school in this build

ing was taught in the summer of 1824 by Miss Deborah

Covell. The number of scholars in attendance was seven .

Early mills have already been mentioned . The first store

was opened at Green's Corners by Isaiah Green in 1822. He

did a moderately successful business for many years . The first

inn in town was erected by Samuel S. White, at Whitesville,

in the summer of 1826. It was the first framed building in

the village. The pioneer merchant at Spring Mills was

James Maxwell . He opened his store about 1823 .

The first religious services were held at the house of Sam

uel S. White, January 1st , 1820, by Rev. Daniel Babcock, a

Seventh- Day Baptist .

This church was organized in September, 1831 , with twenty

five members. A church was erected in 1838, at a cost of

$ 1,100, and a parsonage attached. The church was subse

quently remodeled and enlarged somewhat, and a new and

more commodious and comfortable parsonage appended . The

first pastor was Rev. J. D. McKenney . The church prop

erty is valued at $4,000, and the number of communicants

is seventy - five.

THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CLASS OF SPRING MILLS.

At Spring Mills there is a class of Methodists, numbering

seventy - five. They are connected with the Whitesville so

ciety and own no separate property.

SEVENTH-DAY BAPTIST CHURCH OF INDEPENDENCE.

VillAGES IN INDEPENDENCE.

White's was named in honor of Samuel S. White, who

built the first framed building there, a hotel , in 1826 .

Shortly after its completion Horace K. Leonard opened a

small store in a portion of the building. In a short time ,

however, Mr. White built a small store for him . He con

tinued in trade , buying deer- skins and dressing them , and

manufacturing them into mittens and gloves, which found a

ready market. Not long after he became established thus

Mr. White bought the mercantile business and an ashery

which Leonard had got in operation , and the latter left the

country. Other enterprises were started , and in 1840 the

village was described as containing " about three hundred

inhabitants, forty dwelling houses, one Baptist and one

In September, 1834, by request of the members of the

First Seventh - Day Baptist Church of Alfred living in Inde

pendence , a council consisting of Messrs . David Satterlee,

Daniel Babcock, Richard Hull , George Stillman , Nathan

Pierce and Daniel Pierce was appointed to meet with them

and consult relative to organizing a Seventh- Day Baptist

church in that town . This council met on the 21st of

March , 1834 , at the horise of Isaiah W. Green, in Indepen

dence, and organized a church with a membership of

eighteen, which was increased the next day to twenty -one .

By request of the Seventh -Day Baptists in Troupsburg, Pa. ,

a council consisting of George Stillman, Ray Green, Freeborn

Hamilton , Jared Coon, Jesse Whitford, Isaac Burdick,

Nathan Potter, Ephraim S. Davis, Nathan Green, Luke

Maxson , Asa Burdick and Clark Crandall was sent by the

Alfred church to consult with them as to the propriety of

organizing a church at that place . This committee met

August 30th, 1824. The result of their deliberations is not
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Troupsburg brethren to unite with the Independence church .

Rev. Stillman Coon was the first pastor. The church at

Green's Corners was erected about 1844 at a cost of $800,

and the church property is valued at $ 3,000. The present

membership is one hundred and eighty - eight.

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF WHITESVILLE.

The First Baptist Church of Whitesville was organized

with eleven members, in July, 1838. Rev. John B. Chase

was the first pastor. Their house of worship, which will

seat two hundred persons, was erected at a cost of $2,500,

in 1840. The present church property is valued at $3,500 .

The present membership is about fifty.

FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF INDEPENDENCE.

ver.

The first Universalist Society of Independence was or

ganized May 25th , 1844. The first board of trustees con

sisted of George K. Lee, Aholiab Sawyer and Thomas Coll

The following names, many of them of original mem

bers, are well known in the history of the church : Chauncey

Chapin , Augusta Chapin , Isaac George, Fanny Sherwood,

Joseph Hull, Daniel Eastman, Ebenezer Richmond, George

K. Lee, Alexander Thomas, Anthony Foster, Alfred Harris,

Anthony Barney, Thomas Collver, Lee Jones, Norris P.

Jones, Edwin Harris, Edwin A. Richmond, Harvey S.

Richmond, Noel Jones, Aholiab Sawyer, David N. Sher

wood, Augustus Beach, Amos Eastman, Joshua Palmer,

Silence Lee, Lettice Harris, Eunice Harris, Louis Richmond,

Mary George, Maria Richmond, Ann Foster, Beulah Sawyer,

Betsey Jones, Fanny Root, Henrietta Barney, Sarah Rich

mond, Lucretia Harris, Mary A. Richmond, Azuba East

man, Pattie Woodcock, Hannah Thomas, Lydia Brown,

Irad Eastman, Anna Sawyer, Reuben Kent, Jonathan Rich

ardson , Columbus Beach , I. S. Eastman , Calvin Eastman,

Nicholas Fortner, Dennison Woodcock, Asa Baldwin ,

Joseph Herrick , Samuel Coats, Welcome Coats, Joseph

Sherwood , Thomas Moon, Jason Lewis, Sarah Eastman,

Martha Thomas, Diana Eastman, Prudence Kent, Anna M.

Kent, Nancy Forsyth , Betsey Coats, Jeremiah Moon, Judah

Sherwood, Mary Eastman , Keziah Sherwood , Phebe Stro

bridge, Jane Herrick .

From the time of organization until 1859 meetings were

held alternately at the Collver school-house, on Cryder

creek, and the Spicer schoo -house, at Hallsport.

November ist, 1858, a building committee was chosen ,

consisting of Thomas Collver, Guy Forsyth and Willett

Wilson , to let the contract for and superintend the erection

of a church at Whitesville . When finished in 1860) the

edifice was dedicated with appropriate observances . The

size is about thirty - five by sixty feet and it has a seating

capacity of about three hundred. The cost was about

$ 1,500.

A Sunday-school was established soon after the dedication

of the church and has had a healthy existence since, having

a membership in 1878 of forty, which is the membership of

the church also. The first pastor was Rev. Jason Lewis.

The present value of church property is $4,0co, and the

congregation numbers about two hundred.

HON. WILLIAM COBB AND FAMILY.

The chief subject of this sketch , Hon. William COBR, of

Spring Mills, town of Independence , is one of the most rep

resentative of Allegany's representative men . Born April

2nd , 1815 , in Windham, Windham county, Vt. , and coming

of Puritan stock, with just enough of the Scotch -Irish in his

extraction to infuse into the blood of the family the quali

ties characterizing a large portion of the people of the Green

Mountain State ; leaving his home in Vermont at an early

age, William Cobb, a stripling of eighteen , pushed forward

into the wildest section of Allegany. His father, Daniel

Cobb, and his mother, Lucy Stevens Cobb , were both New

Englanders of pioneer ancestry , thoroughly Puritanic in

faith and liberty-loving in character, and possessed of the

quality of brain and brawn which tells upon after genera

tions . Years ago was it that Mrs. Nichols, among the brav

est of the women who, early planting themselves on the dark

and bloody soil of Kansas, Joan of Arc like, with pen and

voice, fought battles beside old John Brown of Osawatomie,

said to the writer of this sketch : " You think you know the

Cobbs pretty well, but you do not know them as I do.

There were four of the sons, Daniel , Horace, William and

Lyman, and there was never more good blood in any four

men of my acquaintance. All have proven thrifty, making

money and knowing how to keep it . Not one of the num .

ber ever did much talking, but you will go a long way before

you will come across four men doing more thinking. Their

ruling passion is by many deemed money-getting. This is

true to a degree only, since they inherited from an ancestry

humble and hard working, chief of all others, patriotism and

love of liberty ; all have looked out well for money, but

should the time ever come when every dollar is required to

assert the one and maintain the other, you'll see no holding

back ; all will be thrown into the scale."

We were prepared for this, since, among the names on

that immortal roll of honor, found elsewhere in these pages,

denominated the Old Guard of Liberty, will be found those

of Horace and William Cobb.

The first of the brothers, Daniel , since deceased, came to

Allegany and settled at Spring Mills in 1829. William fol

lowed in 1833 , only eighteen , as above noted, and yet mak

ing an early impression beyond his years . Next came Horace

and family, in 1842 .

William Cobb came and found the country a vast wilderness,

with no considerable settlement on the Genesee waters at

points further northward than Belvidere, home of the Church

family. Far off to the southward , reaching over the Pine

Creek country to Jersey Shore, on the Susquehanna, lay a

howling wilderness . The fountains of living water, clear

and cold, having sufficient volume at the time to run ma

chinery at their very sources, from which Spring Mills de

rived its name, are found on the verge of the line between

the States of New York and Pennsylvania. Here it was that

William Cobb began that remarkable career of after success

marking his history . The brothers Horace and William ,

were dwellers side by side at the opening of the revolution

ary period just previous to 1848. Horace was a patron and

reader of newspapers, periodicals, a student of books, spend

ing his time in study and research, and yet never to the

1
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neglect of work . William did not read and study nearly so

much , but was an equal student of nature, men and things.

Knowledge he obtained, picking it up everywhere. He was

a good listener, and what Horace and others derived from

study he gathered from them in turn , storing it away, till

he became what he really is at present, one of the best edu

cated men in the practical and useful to be found in the

county.

William Cobb was married to Eliza Churchill , whose

father, William Churchill, was among the men of mark early

settling in western New York . The daughter, Eliza, was

born in the town of Caroline, county of Tompkins, May 16th ,

1819 , and was united in wedlock with William Cobb No

vember 20th , 1838. Mrs. Eliza Churchill Cobb is, equally

with her husband, of Puritan stock , transmitting to offspring

the same qualities of thrift , energy , integrity and stern ad

herence to conviction characteristic of their progenitors . The

fruit of the marriage of William Cobb and Eliza Churchill was

two sons — Theodore and William Cobb, jr. — and two daugh

ters, Emma and Angie.

It was during the revolutionary period of '48 that , as

friends of that great free soil chief Martin Grover, two

young men were chosen to the Assembly from Allegany .

These were William Cobb, of Independence, elected in the

autumn of 1847, and serving during the session of '48, and

Anson Congdon , of Clarksville, elected in 1850, and serving

during the session of 1851. In returning to the Democratic

party in 1849, as did Mr. Grover, he was followed by Mr.

Congdon . Not so with William Cobb. He had made final

departure, and never after acted with the Democracy, but

became an early and radical Republican, taking part in the

organization of the Republican party.

Mr. Cobb has been seven times made supervisor. He

was the second time returned to the Assembly in 1859. He

has been successful in acquiring a competency,and retaining

at all times and under all circumstances the honor and esteem

of his fellow men . He has grown rich , owning thousands of

acres of land in southern New York and northern Pennsyl

vania,and may be safely set down as one of the wealthiest of

Allegany's wealthy men . In closing this somewhat extended

sketch , the writer will not omit to make mention of the fact

that in 1869 came Lyman, youngest of the Cobb brothers,

settling at Andover, making good the conclusions come to

by Mrs. Nichols , the Kansas heroine above referred to, that

“ summing it all up , no four brothers could well be found

anywhere in whom there was found less of cob and more of

corn , than in Daniel , Horace, William and Lyman Cobb,

aforesaid .”

Barney served as supervisor of West Union seven years ,

and was chairman of the board two years . He was town

clerk three years and member of Assembly in 1871. Dur

ing the war he was active in enlisting men , furnishing a

representative recruit at his own expense, though not liable

to duty on account of physical disability , he and Judge

Johnson, of Corning, being the only two in this part of the

State who did this.

Dr. George H. Bennett was born in Bath , N. Y. , in 1818 ,

and came to Independence with his father, Joseph Bennett ,

in 1827. From 1843 to 1847 he lived in Ohio ; then re

turned , and lived in Willing till 1857 ; then went back to

Columbus, O., and studied medicine till 1860, when he

located and commenced practice in Whitesville, where he

has since resided .

L. D. Brown was born in Canton , Pa ., in 1819 , and came

to Independence in 1831 , and located in Whitesville in 1832

on the farm he now owns . He was engaged in tanning

about twenty years, but has since turned his attention to

farming . He has served as town clerk , supervisor and as

sessor, and held other town offices.

Stephen Chapman, a son of Hiram Chapman, who settled

east of Green's Corners, was born in 1833 , and lived out of

the county part of the time till 1853 , since, which time he

has lived in Independence . He married Mary Mattison , of

West Union, Steuben county, in 1859 .

D. M. Clark was born in Brookfield , Madison county , in

1816. In 1825 he came with his father, Samuel B. Clark ,

and settled in the south part of Andover. In 1841 he located

at Green's Corners, and engaged in trade with I. W. Green

till 1848, since which time he has followed farming. In 1869

he built a cheese factory at Green's Corners, and has since

been engaged in manufacturing cheese.

J. L. Crittenden was born in Gorham, Ontario county, in

1836, and came to Hallsport in 1848 ; located with his father,

Aaron Crittenden , in 1852 on the farm that he at present

occupies. The elder Crittenden died in 1866. Mr. Critten

den served two years and four months with the ist N.Y. Dra

goons, and was promoted from private to corporal and from

corporal to orderly sergeant ; then to second lieutenant . He

was discharged on account of a wound received at the bat

tle of Smithfield . He has served six years as assessor.

Daniel Dexter was born in Richfield, Herkimer county, in

1806, and lived nine years there. He afterward lived in

Utica till 1834 , when he came to Independence and bought

his present farm . After remaining a year he worked in On

tario county till 1840, when he married Angeline Briggs, of

Independence, and settled on his farm , where he has since
resided .

Dauphin Dexter, son of Smith Dexter, who was an early

settler in Independence, was born in 1841. Previous to 1872

he was a farmer. In that year he engaged in the livery bus

iness, and has been successful as a breeder of blooded horses,

being the present owner of the trotting horse Allegany Boy

( four years old. Sired by Wood's Hambletonian , of Knox

ville, Pa. Won a match race with Black Ned, of Knoxville,

August 30th , 1878 , at Whitesville . Time 2:36 ) . Mr. Dexter

has served as deputy sheriff and constable several years. He

served three years and ten months in Company H, 85th N.

Y. S. volunteers. He was one year a prisoner at Anderson

ville ; then escaped, was recaptured, and wore a ball and

chain until released.

a

Dr. A. Barney was born in Bristol county, Mass . , in 1801 ,

and moved with his father to Herkimer county in 1805 .

He studied medicine at Fairfield Medical College, and in

March , 1825 , came to Independence and located at Green's

Corners, where he has practiced medicine very success

fully for over fifty -three years. He served two years as

supervisor of the town , and was brigade surgeon under the

militia law.

Hon. Alvin C. Barney, son of Dr. A. Barney, was born in

Independence, in 1833 , where he lived till 1857 , when he

located on his present farm in West Union, Steuben county,

where he has since resided and followed farming. Mr.

>
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William Forsyth , a son of Franklin Forsyth , who settled

in Independence in 1833 , was born in Herkimer county in

1828 ,came with his father in 1833 , and has always lived in the

town. He moved on to his present farm , on lot 68 , in 1875 .

In 1849 he was married to Eliza Richardson, of Livingston

county .

Ellery M. Fulmer, son of William Fulmer, was born in In

dependence, January 21st , 1839. He was married August

29th , 1863 , to Miss Kate A. Smith, of Willing. Mr. Fulmer

is a farmer and lumberman . His post-office address is Ful

mer Valley

Luther Goodridge (a son of Asaph Goodridge, who was

a native of Worcester county, Mass ., and who came to Inde
pendence in 1821 , and settled on Cryder creek , where he

lived till his death in 1854 ) was born in Canisteo, Steuben

county, in 1821 , and came with his father to Independence,

where he has always resided , owning and occupying the old

homestead.

E. B. Green, son of Luther Green , was born in Brook .

field, Madison county, in 1817 , and came to Green's Cor

ners in 1820. After growing up he followed farming till

1872, when he bought out J. C. Green , and engaged in trade .

He is the present postmaster at Independence. He was

supervisor in 1858 , and was assessor fourteen years , justice
of the peace twenty -four years, and associate justice two years.

F. P. Green , a son of Pardon Green , who was an early

settler in Independence, was born in Andover in 1852. He

was married in 1872 to Lizzie Smith , of Wellsville. Mr.

Green teaches school winters and manufactures cheese sum

1

mers .

where hehas always lived till recently . He still owns the

old homestead, but at present lives with his adopted son,

E. D. Potter, who has nearly always resided here. Mr. Liv

ermore served as assessor in 1822, and in 1824 was appoint

ed justice of the peace , which office he held twenty -four

years, in succession except one term , three years. He has

also been supervisor, and was postmaster at Independ

ence twenty years in succession . He served a short time in

the war of 1812 .

Mrs. Frances Richardson was born in Herkimer county, in

1829 , and came to Independence with her father, Franklin

Forsyth , in 1833. She was married in 1848 to Clinton
Richardson. She resides in Whitesville .

Warren B. Snow was born in Oneida county, in 1836 , and

came to Willing in 1847. He lived a while in Wellsville

and came to Independence in 1856 , and located on his

present farm , south o ! Whitesville . He was married in 1855

to Sarah Boyce, of Whitesville.

D. W. Spicer , a son of Seth Spicer (who was born in Con

necticut, and came from Plainfield , Otsego county, to In

dependence in 1820, located on lot 64, and resided in the

town till his death , in 1876) , was born in 1826 , and has al

ways lived in the town. He came to his present farm in

1849 , and was married in 1852 , to Sarah Jones, of Inde

pendence.

Ira Sayles, A. M. , Ph . D. , was born in Burrillville, R.

I. , March 30th , 1817 , and came to Whitesville in 1834 , from

Westfield, Tioga county, Pa. , as an apprentice to the cloth

dressing business. He married Miss Serene C. White, of

Whitesville , April 13th , 1845. Mr. Sayles was captain in

the 130th regiment N. Y. volunteers. He is a graduate

of Union College , Schenectady , and has served as school

commissioner.

William Stout (a son of Gordon Stout , who came from

Lansing, N. Y. , in May, 1822 , and located in Independence

on lot 128 , where he remained till his death , in April, 1865. )

was born on the old homestead in 1825 , and has always

lived in town ; in 1853 he located on his present farm .

has served four years as justice of the peace, six years as

assessor and has held other offices. He is at present post

master at Fulmer Valley . In 1848 he was married to

Adeline Fulier, of Independence, who died in 1863 .

Charles Wildman was born in Freetown, Cortland county,

in 1822 ; came to Whitesville in 1844 and engaged in

work at his trade of carpenter, and in 1846 engaged with

his brother in the furniture and undertaking business, under

the firm name of S. & C. Wildman. He is still engaged in

undertaking, and has served as deputy sheriff, collector,

justice of the peace and held other town offices.

Tolbert Wildman, a son of Horace Wildman, was born in

Cortland county, in 1833 , and came with his father, when

four months old to Independence, where they settled on a

farm near Whitesville, still owned by the elder Wildman .

Mr. Wildman has always resided in the town and followed

farming and lumbering, owning a saw-mill built by his grand

father, Joseph R. Wildman, in 1833.

Ward Wilson, a son of Robert Wilson, was born on the

old homestead, in Independence, in 1835 , where he lived

till 1857 , when he located on his present farm , on lot num .

ber 71 , and follows farming. For several years he has

taught vocal music during the winter. He was married in

1859 , to Mary Patterson , of Independence .

Wilbur Wilson, a son of David Wilson , jr . , (who was a

native of Massachusetts, and settled in Independence in

1818 on lot 73 , ) was born in 1830 and has always lived on

the homestead . He was married in 1854 to Sally Spicer, of

Independence. His son , R. C. Wilson , owns and occupies

sixty acres of lot number 72 .

B. F. Wood, a son of Alvah Wood, was born in the town

of Independence, in 1824 , where he has always resided ,

engaged in farming and stock dealing during his business

career, with the exception of ten years, during which he was

engaged in mercantile trade . He has served as supervisor

and justice of the peace and held other offices.

Luther Green , a native of New York , was born in 1796 .

He came from Madison county in 1820, and settled in In

dependence, on the farm that he still owns and occupies.

He has been well known in the town as a farmer and a

lumberman .

W. B. Green , 2nd , a son of Luther Green , was born in 1824 ,

in Independence and located on his present farm in 1853 ,

having always lived in the town . He was married in 1853

to Mary Redding, of Independence.

A. J. Griggs was born in Steuben county, in 1842 , and

came to Willing in 1852 and resided there till 1873 , except

two years spent in Minnesota, when he moved to Inde

pendence. In 1868 he was married to Sarah A. Minges, of

Independence. He served three years with the 5th regi

ment U. S. regular cavalry, and was in twenty -seven regular

engagements, the principal of which were Gettysburg, Wil

liamsport, Brandy Station, Deep Bottom, Smithfield , Win

chester, Front Royal , Cedar Creek , Sheridan's James river

raid, South Anna Bridge, Dinwiddie Court-house, Five

Forks , Amelia Court -house, and was present at Appomat

tox at the surrender of Lee's army .

J. G. Horton , M. D. , a native of Herkimer county, was

born in 1837. He went to Illinois and lived three years,

and returned to Herkimer county . In 1843 he located at

Whitesville. He graduated from Castleton, Vt . , Medi

cal College in 1846 , and the same year commenced practice

in Whitesville. From 1854 to 1862 he was in California, and

afterwards returned to Whitesville . He served one year as

surgeon in the 189th N. Y. S. volunteers. In 1865 he en

gaged in trade, dealing in drugs and other merchandise. He

has acted as pension examiner for several years.

Rev. Isaac E. Hewd, a native of northern New York ,

came to Whitesville in 1877. He is pastor of the Baptist

Church of Whitesville ; also has charge of the Baptist society

at Spring Mills.

Jared Kenyon was born in Petersburg, Rensselaer county,

in 1819, and came to Alfred in 1845. He was for four years

in school , and for six years had charge of the Second Seventh

day Baptist Church . In 1855 he moved to Independence

and located at Green's Corners, where he has since had

charge of the Seventh -Day Baptist church .

John P. Livermore was born in Windham county, Vl . , in

1798. He lived in Oneida and Madison counties till 1821. In

November of that year he located at Green's Corners,

He
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shall Gere, from Ontario county, were settlers on lot number

31 in 1830.

Orlin Marsh and others came in during 1831. Marsh

was from Vermont and settled in the eastern part of the

town . James and William Wright were early settlers . They

located on the Sayers farm , which was purchased of them

by Charles Sayers, a native of New Jersey, soon after his

emigration to the town in 1832. Prominent among those

who came in during the same year was Benjamin Vanfleet, a

native of Orange county.

The following figures exhibit the population of the town

at periods of five years since 1830, at which time it was 655 :

1835 , 1,065 ; 1840 , 1,520 ; 1845 , 1,290 ; 1850, 1,433 ; 1855 ,

1,451 ; 1860, 1,316 ; 1865 , 1,218 ; 1870 , 1,142 ; 1875 , 1,148 .

2

Civil HISTORY.

HE pioneers of New Hudson had the common ex

perience of pioneers in all similarly conditioned

regions. The first settler within the limits of

the town was John Spencer, who located near

the town line, in the northwest part, in 1816 or

1817. From that time until 1820 no other white man

ventured to break the solitude of the forest with the

echo of the woodman's ax . In the year mentioned Spencer

Lyon, a native of Waterbury, Vt . , settled on lot number 49 ,

in the south part of the town .

During the following year the population of the neighbor

hood was increased by the arrival of Captain James David

son , James Eastwood and John C. McKeen .

The first birth in the town occurred before the close of

the year. It was that of Mary McKeen.

The first school was taught in the summer by Mrs. Gra

ham McKeen.

Stephen Clayson and Elias D. Briggs and his father were

settlers in 1822. The former was born in Westchester county.

He had removed to Steuben county in 1819. He located

on lot number 33 , in the southwestern part of the town ,

where he made himself a permanent home .
The Briggses

came from Schenectady with an ox team and were seventeen

days in accomplishing the journey.

The first marriage in the town was celebrated in June,

1822. The contracting parties were Earl Gould and Catha

rine Eastwood.

In 1823 Jacob McElheny, a native of Pennsylvania, in

which State he was born in 1799, came out with his parents

from Tompkins county and settled at Black Creek . George

H. Swifi , with his father,Wyatt Swift, and his family , located

in New Hudson in 1824. They were from Vermont. Lot

number 55 was settled in June, 1825 , by Nehemiah Bosworth,

a Vermonter, and during the same year a Canadian named

Peter Ault located in the west part of the town .

Among the pioneers at North Valley may be mentioned

Samuel Blodgett and Alden Griffith, who were settlers prior

to 1825. Other settlers prior to that date were Orange

Hart, James Swain , James Jamison, Elizur Beckwith , Lu

cius Frost, Amos Rose, James Davidson, John C. Casterlin e

Brown Demmick and Elias Cheeseman, most of whom were

accompanied by other members of their families. In 1826

Jared C. Hurd and his father located on Black creek. The

next year Harry Hibbard, a native of Vermont, settled where

he has since lived .

Among those who came in during 1828 was Benjamin

Whipple , a native of Cayuga county , who settled on lot

number 31 .

The Geres, father and son, the latter of whom was Mar

New Hudson was set off from Rushford , April 10th, 1825 .

The original name of the town was Haight, given in honor

of a man of that name who, upon condition that the town

should receive his name, promised to donate one hundred

acres of land for the use of the town. When a deed of the

land was demanded, he refused to execute it , claiming in

justification that the name might subsequently be altered ,

but proposed to give a contract guaranteeing the land to the

town so long as it should retain his name. His evident dis

trust of his townsmen was resented April 4th , 1837 , by a

formal re -christening of the town under its present name.

The first town meeting in New Hudson was held at the

house of Orange Hart, May 3d , 1825 , and the following

named persons were chosen to fill the various town offices :

Supervisor, James Swain ; town clerk, John C. McKeen ;

assessors , James Jamison, Elizur Beckwith and Silas Gere ;

commissioners of high vays, Samuel Bell , Jacob B. McEl

heny and Samuel Blodgett, jr.; overseers of the poor, Lu

cius Frost, Amos Rose and James Davidson ; school com

missioners, Ephraim Briggs and John C. Casterline ;

collector, Alden Griffith; constables, Brown Demmick and

Alden Griffith ; school inspectors, Elias Cheeseman, John

C. McKeen and Samuel Blodgett .

As has been stated, James Swain was elected the first

supervisor of the town in 1825. His successors have been

as follows : 1826 , 1828-30, Alden Griffith ; 1827 , John C.

McKeen ; 1831 , 1832, 1842 , 1843, 1849, Jacob B. McElheny ;

1833, 1835 , Silas F. Littlejohn ; 1834, James Swain ; 1836,

1837 , 1841 , A. R, Allen ; 1838, 1839, 1856, Calvin Allen ;

1840, Eleazer Carr ; 1844, R. H. Loomis ; 1845, 1846, Calvin

Swift ; 1847 , 1848, Leonard Nichols ; 1850-52 , Isaac Spaul

ding ; 1853 , 1854, C. F. Truesdell ; 1855 , C. H. Sayers ;

a
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1 as such was the
case in other localities under like

circumstances.

SETTLEMENTS AND POST -OFFICES.

1857-60 , 1864 , 1873 , W. D. Bell , 1861-63 , 1867-69 , S.

L. Davidson ; 1865 , 1866, J. P. Vaughn ; 1870, 1871 ,

1876 , H. H. Wakely ; 1872 , George Clark ; 1874 , 1875 ,

H. P. Ricker ; 1878 , Benjamin F. Johnson ; 1879, Squire

Vaughn.

Since John C. McKeen , who was elected town clerk in

1825 and re - elected in 1826 , the following named persons

have served in that capacity: 1827 , Frederick Westfall;

1828, Truman Phelps ; 1829 , 1830, 1836, Isaac L. Andrews ;

1831 , Silas F. Littlejohn ; 1832 , 1835 , A. R. Allen ; 1833 ,

1834 , 1837-42 , 1846, 1847 , 1853 , 1854 , 1856-62 , Reuben H.

Loomis ; 1843 , 1849-52 Leonard Nichols; 1844 , 1845 ,

Matthew T. Alwood ; 1848 , Elijah F. Bard ; 1855 , George

E. Allen ; 1863 , 1864 , J. E. Caldwell ; 1865 , 1867-70 , 1873 ,

1874, Gilbert E. Loomis ; 1866 , Seneca Allen ; 1871 ,

Nelson A. Alexander ; 1872 , George Clark ; 1875 , 1876 ,

L. B. Lyon ; 1877 , Benjamin F. Johnson ; 1878 , Francis

Burlingame.

At the principal business center in New Hudson, Black

Creek , before the abandonment of the canal , a thriving busi

ness was done .

New Hudson post -office is located at a settlement called

McGrawville, named in honor of a man who at one time

owned the property there, near the north line of the town ,

on Rush creek . The settlement is on a portion of a tract of

eleven thousand acres owned by William Simpson , jr. , of

New York city, who is also the proprietor of most of the

dwellings, which are tenement houses occupied by the fam

ilies of men in his employ.

RELIGIOUS PROGRESS AND CHURCHES.

BUSINESS BEGINNINGS.

es

But a few years elapsed after settlement begun before

business enterprise had taken root in the town . William

Andrews was the first inn -keeper. He opened a tavern near

Block creek in 1826 . In 1830 the first store was

tablished, in the same vicinity, by Nelson McCall . These

pioneer enterprises did not differ materially from the primi

tive taverns and stores of all backwoods localities . It has

been said by those who remember them that the tavern

presented comfortable accommodations for the time and

place, and that the stock of goods offered for sale in the

store was of the heterogeneous kind usually exhibited under

like circumstances. The first great necessity of a pioneer

neighborhood is the saw -mill . To be sure a house can be

built with an ax , an auger, a hand -saw, a hammer and other

primitive implements, and with such tools were many of the

pioneer log houses of New Hudson constructed ; but no

noteworthy improvements, on such primitive abodes can be

made without sawed lumber. No saw- mill was erected in

New Hudson till 1829, when the pioneer establishment was

set up on Black creek by James Davidson . The manufac

ture and sale of " black salts " contributed considerably to

the prosperity of the pioneers in the early days. After the

lumber trade began to assume such proportions as to render

such enterprise possible the cutting and sale of logs became

an element of gain . Gradually the cultivation of the land

superseded the clearing of it, and as time passed on the town

took on all the attributes of an agricultural section .

James Eastwood , one of the earliest settlers in the town ,

was a preacher of the Methodist faith . In 1821 he held in

his house the first religious meeting ever held in New Hudson.

The Presbyterian element seems to have predominated in

the pioneer days , however, for June 4th of the following

year a society of that sect was organized with six members

by Rev. Robert Hubbard . It was known as the Black Creek

Church . Most of the constituent members had belonged to

a church of the same denomination in New Hampshire. The

society was received under the care of the Presbytery of Bath

September 11th, 1822. A church edifice was erected the same

year or the next. In 1825 the society numbered eleven mem

bers . The first pastor was Rev. Reuben Hurd .
In 1831 a

a division of the church took place, a portion forming a new

organization and locating in the central part of the town .

The original church seems to have been prosperous, for in

1833 it reported forty - five members .

In 1828 the Presbyterian church of Haight was organized ,

under the preaching of Rev. Moses Hunter. It was received

under the care of the Presbytery of Angelica February 28th ,

1832. At that time it numbered thirty - seven members. Dur

ing 1832 , 1833 and 1834 considerable additions were made

to the membership by profession . In the last mentioned

year the number of communicants was seventy - nine ; in 1837

it was sixty -four. August 29th of the year last mentioned

the churches of Black Creek and Haight united to form the

Presbyterian church of New Hudson . The membership in

1840 was ninety - two ; in 1843 , fifty -six; soon after sixty -four.

Subsequently sixteen members withdrew from the church of

New Hudson to form the church of Black Creek . It con

nected itself with the Buffalo City Presbytery (old school ) .

In 1846 it numbered thirty -five members and enjoyed the

labors of Rey . Abel Caldwell as a stated supply. Among

other clergymen who occupied the pulpits of the different

branches of the Presbyterian church in New Hudson in an

early day , may be mentioned Rev. Asa S. Allen and Rev.

Royal Twitchell .

There have been changes in the organization of these

societies subsequent to those recorded here, but they are too

well known to require notice in this connection . The pres

ent church edifice of the Black Creek religious society was

erected in 1849 at a cost of $ 1,600, and will seat two hun

dred and fifty persons . The church property of the Con

EARLY LAND CONTRACTS.

According to Turner's “ History of the Holland Pur

chase,” the first land articled by the Holland Land Com

pany in New Hudson was to the following named persons,

in 1806 : William Pinkerton , Jonathan Dodge, Samuel Craw

ford, Alpheus Dodge, Daniel Dodge and Ebenezer Horton .

This was ten years or more prior to the beginning of set

tlement. There is no evidence that any of the persons

above mentioned ever made any improvements on their

lands, and it is more than probable 'that they were held

on speculation , or allowed to revert to the office through

failure to make the regular payments on the same,



NEW HUDSON CHURCHES-BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 237

BIOGRAPHICAL.gregational society of New Hudson is valued at $2,000 . The

church was erected at a cost of $ 1,200 .

The labors of Rev. James Eastwood were not without

their result , however ; for about 1827 or 1828 he organized

a Methodist Episcopal society at Black Creek , and became

the first pastor of the church . A house of worship , with a

seating capacity of two hundred , was erected about 1839, at

a cost of about $ 1,000 . The present membership is about

thirty

There is a Baptist society in the town, with a church edi

fice at Black Creek settlement . In the above sketch of re

ligious advancement in new New Hudson, we have endeav

ored to give all of the essential facts in the early history of

the various churches not generally known. The absence of

records in some instances , and the irregularity with which

stated meetings have been sustained, have rendered it almost

impossible to give so connected a sketch as might be desir

able. Most of the data used in the previous paragraphs has

been drawn from Hotchkin's History of Western New York

and from the statements of reliable men in the town .

Mrs. R. A. Bell was born in New Hampshire, and came

to New Hudson about 1822. She was married to Nathaniel

D. Bell , who died September 14th , 1878. In 1837 Mr.

Bell came to New Hudson , from New Hampshire, his na

tive State, with his father, James R. Bell, when fourteen

years old . He has served as supervisor several years. Mrs.

Bell has had seven children , six of whom are living.

C. H. Ives, farměr, son of Henry Ives, a native of Penn

sylvania , was born in Lansing, N. Y. , in 1831. He married

Miss Rosina Bell , of New Hudson , whose father, Rodney

Bell , was one of the earliest settlers in the town . Mr. Ives is

the postmaster at New Hudson and serves as supervisor.

S. V. Vaughn, farmer, was born in New Hudson. His

father, Daniel Vaughn , was born in Cayuga county, and

came with his parents to Allegany county at a very early

date, and was drummer seventeen years in the militia . Mr.

Vaughn married Miss Clara Dayton, of Friendship.

.
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A

was accom

CCORDING to the books of the Holland Land

Company, the first men who took articles for

land in Rushford (township 5 , range 2 ) were

Charles Swift, Eneas Garey, Othniel Perry ,

William Vaughan , Andre Bennett and Joshua

Wilson , in 1808. Garey and probably some of the

others settled during the same year. Swift, who

a New Englander, came in 1810, and was

panied , followed or preceded by Joseph Young, Joshua

Wilson , Amos Rose, and Abel Belknap, also from New

England, and Abraham J. Lyon , from Sullivan, Madison

county. Lyon was a lawyer by profession and subsequently

served for a succession of terms as justice of the peace ,

besides taking part in the politics of the county, dying in

the town at the age of seventy - five. His son , E. P. Lyon,

lives on the farm where his father located. Young drove

an ox team from Weathersfield, Windsor county, Vt. , and

was twenty - two days on the road .

It will be observed that settlement begun near the center

of the town , Garey, the first settler, locating on lot number

30, Young on lot number 31 , Lyon on lot number 35 , and

Samuel Hardy and John Gordon, who came out from Ver

mont in 1811 , on lots 29 and 37 , respectively. Ezra Lewis

and his father, from Massachusetts, and Daniel and David

Vaughan, natives of Washington county, also came in 1811 .

Lewis removed to the town of New Hudson in 1824. The

Vaughans had lived in Cayuga county prior to their settle

ment in Rushford . They were father and son . David , the

younger, moved to New Hudson in 1830 and Daniel two

the village of Rushford grew up at a later day, and Elijah

Lyman, a native of Weathersfield, Vt. , moved in from

Springville, Pa . , and located two miles north from the same

point.

Cyrus Keyes came from Vermont in 1815 to Rushford .

He afterwards removed to Cattaraugus county and then to

Centreville, where he died in 1853. James Kendall, a native

of the “ Old Bay State," moved out from Windsor with an

ox team and located on lot number 44 in 1816 ; and Ely

Woods, a native of Vermont, in company with David Ken

ney and Elijah and Jacob Childs, moved out in the same

manner and settled on lot number 22 . David J. Board set

tled on the same lot during the year, and Emerson Kendall,

from Vermont, on the farm where his son Charles B. now

lives . Leonard Farwell came out from Vermont in 1818.

His son , Alonzo Farwell, was born five years before.

Nathan C. Kimball and his family came to Rushford in

1820, and Abel and James Tarbell in 1823, the former loca

ting on lot number 37 , and the two latter on lot number 53.

Kimball , originally from New Hampshire, moved out from

the town of Ovid (then in Schuyler county ). The Tar

bells were also natives of New Hampshire. They came from

Vermont with ox teams. John Scott cam the same year

from an eastern county. The following year Samuel White

came from the same State and located on lot number 28. In

1824 Micah Hall settled on lot 61. Calvin G. Leavens,

from Windsor county , Vt . , came in February, 1827 , and his

father, Calvin Leavens, in 1828 ; and in 1830 Lyford Leav

ens, also a native of Windsor county, Vt. , settled on lot

number 6, and Rufus Adams on the place where his son

Alfred now lives. Edward P. Richards came in 1832 .

Harris Gilbert was an early settler. Simon Lathrop, a.

well-known business man, came from Wyoming county

>

years later.

in 1835 .

Levi Benjamin , from Vermont, settled in the town in 1812

on the farm where his son , C. E. Benjamin , now lives, and

where he died in 1864. March 20th , 1812 , Wilson Gordon,

a native of Cavendish , Windsor county, Vt . , settled on lot

number 4, and James Gordon came a little later and located

on lot number 55. Like Joseph Young, from the same county ,

James Gordon came with an ox team , but made the journey

in one day less time . Abraham Crabb, a native of Herkimer

county, settled in the southwest part of the town before the

close of the year last mentionel, and in 1813 John White ,

Luther L. Woodworth and Roderick Banester settled in dif

ferent localities. Banester afterward married Esther Garey,

a daughter of the first settler. Woodworth was a native of

Coventry , Conn ., and he and White came from that State on

foot . The former located on lot number 28 . The Indians

had underbrushed the woods about the site of his residence

on Caneadea creek , and used the place as a camping ground .

A man named Warren had located in Rushford previous to

this date.

In 1814 Pomeroy Johnson settled a little north of where

The foregoing are the names of most of the early settlers ,

A like interest does not attach to those who came at a laterа

date.

The population at different periods has been as follows:

1830, 1,115 ; 1835 , 1,520 ; 1840 , 1,512 ; 1845 , 1,769 ; 1850 ,

1,816 ; 1855 , 1,995 ; 1860, 1,839 ; 1865, 1,680 ; 1870, 1,636 ;

1875 , 1,516 . It will be observed that the population was

greatest in 1855 .

Bethial Belknap , who was born in the spring of 1810, and

Samuel Gordon , who was born June 12th , 1810, were the first

persons born in Rushford after settlement began .

The first marriage, says French in the “ Gazetteer of the

State of New York," was that of “ William Rawson and

Lawrence Swift.” It would seem that the Christian name

of one of the contracting parties must have been wrongly

given , but another source of information is our authority

for repeating the statement here.

6
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The first school was taught by Pliny Banester in the

winter of 1813-14.

The first religious services were held by Rev. Mr. San

ford, a Baptist, in 1813 , and the first church , of the same

denomination, was organized by Rev. Nathan Peck, a mis

sionary from Boston , two years later.

The first framed house was erected by Ely Woods, three

miles northeast of the village of Rushford, in 1819. The

first framed barn was built by Eneas Garey, the first settler,

about the same distance north of the village.

Nancy M. Garey , daughter of Eneas Garey, and afterward

wife of Ely Woods, is said to have been the first white

woman who passed a night in the town .

THE PIONEER BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS.

6

pounds of four or meal , and not to sell to those who had

teams and means of procuring breadstuff by going out to

the older settlements after it . And when his supplies be

came reduced he restricted the amount to be sold to any

one man to twenty pounds. In this way the poorest and

most destitute of the new settlers were carried along until

the harvest of 1817.” Scarcity of four and meal prevailed

at times both prior and subsequent to the “ cold season . '

Ezra Lewis, who removed from Rushford to New Hudson

in 1824 , says that when he came to the former town he

went six weeks without any bread , having no wheat nor

money with which to purchase it . Pages might be filled

with the vicissitudes of pioneer life, but enough of the un

happy experiences of that date have been detailed to convey

to our readers of the present generation an idea of the hard

but heroic existence of those who came to clear the way .

-
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The pioneer tavern keeper was Levi Benjamin .
He

opened an inn a little north of where Rushford village now

is in 1813

The first store in the town was kept the following year by

Judge James McCall . The building in which this establish .

ment was opened is said to have been the first framed struc

ture in Rushford.

A grist-mill, which has been described by Turner in the

History of the Holland Purchase ” as “ a small concern,”

the upper stone of which “ was at the end of the shaft of a

tub wheel," there being no intermediate gearing, with bolt

ing cloths of book muslin, was erected by the early settler

Warren , already mentioned , in 1813. The early miller was

drowned two years later while engaged in making repairs on

his mill -dam . In 1818 Judge McCall built a grist - mill on

Caneadea creek .

The pioneer saw- mill in the town was not built until

1816 , when it was erected on Caneadea creek , by Matthew

P. Cady and others . After the introduction of the saw- mill

all repairs on the log cabins and out-buildings were made

with boards , and in time they were replaced by buildings

constructed entirely of sawed lumber.

A useful adjunct to the mill has always been the black

smith shop, and no mechanic was so warmly welcomed by

the pioneers as the in -coming blacksmith . The primitive

vulcan of Rushford was David J. Board , who has been re

ferred to as having located on lot number 22 , in 1816 .

HARDSHIPS OF THE PIONEER DAYS.

Many were the hardships which the settlers were called

upon to endure during the pioneer days . Not a few were

compelled to do without many of the commonest necessities

of daily existence. Crops were poor and often insufficient

to meet the demands of the limited consumption of that

time. The " cold season " ( 1810 ) caused an almost total loss

of the small crops of the new settlers, and in most of the

new settlements an extreme scarcity of provisions pre

vailed to such an extent that destitution, want , suffering and

almost literal famine were the result. Had it not been for the

kindly forethought of Judge McCall the condition of the

people in Rushford might have been even worse. Own

ing a mill ” (the one heretofore referred to as having been

built in 1818), says Turner in the “ History of the Holland

Purchase, " he "controlled all the grain in the neighborhood,

except a little corn that the Indians had upon the Caneadea

reservation ; and his monopoly was kindly exercised . He

gave his miller orders to sell to no one man over forty

Rushford was set off from Caneadea, March 8th, 1816 ;

and its area was reduced by the formation of the town of

New Hudson from its territory April 10th , 1825 .

The first town officers were : Supervisor, Dyer Stone ;

town clerk , Pliny Banester ; assessors , Abel Belknap,

Matthew P. Cady and Roderick Banester ; commissioners of

highways, Tarbell Gordon, J. White and James Orcutt; col

lector , Daniel Wood ; constables , Levi Benjamin and Thomas

L. Pratt ; overseers of the poor, Ebenezer D. Perry and Levi

Benjamin ; school inspectors, Dyer Story and Abel Belknap .

The first town meeting, at which the above named officers

were elected , was held at the house of Lewis Benjamin , in

April , 1816 .

The following are the names of those who have served

the town as supervisors since 1816 : 1817-19 , Cromwell Ben

nett ; 1820-24 , Matthew P. Cady ; 1825 , William Hull; 1826 ,

1827 , 1841-44, Samuel White ; 1828-30, 1832-44 Tarbell

Gordon ; 1831 , 1837, 1838, Samson Hardy ; 1835, 1836 ,

John Hammond ; 1839, 1840, Abraham J. Lyon ; 1845 , 1846,

Isaiah Lathrop; 1947 , 1848 , Orville Boardman ; 1849, 1850,

(January 4th , 1849 , Samuel Gordon was elected to fill a

vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the incumbent) ,

1875 , 1876 , Jedediah B. Gordon ; 1851 , 1852 , James Gordon ;

1853 , 1854, Avery Washburn ; 1855 , Ebenezer P. Lyon ;

1856, John W. Hill; 1857 , 1858, Winthrop P. Young ; 1859,

1860, Washington White ; 1861 , 1862 , Bates F. Hapgood ;

1863-65 , Avery Washburn ; 1866-74, Charles W. Woodworth ;

1877 , 1878 , William E. Kyes , William A. Stone.

The successive town clerks since 1816 have been as fol

lows : 1817 , James Going ; 1818 , 1822-26 , Eneas Garey ;

1819 , Matthew P. Cady ; 1820 , 1821 , Chesterfield Parsons ;

1827 , 1835 , 1836 , Oramel Griffin ; 1828-34 , 1845 , 1846 ,

Orville Boardman ; 1837 , 1838, 1841 , 1842 , Charles Gilman ;

1839 , 1849 , 1847 , Harmon Hyde ; 1843 , 1844 , Isaiah Lathrop ;

1848-50, Harvey George ; 1851 , A. W. Colby ; 1852-54, 1856,

1857 , Washington White ; 1855 , Harry Howe ; 1858-75 ,

Lucius C. Kimball ; 1876-78, Watson W. Bush .

E

THE VILLAGE OF RUSHFORD.

Lots 28, 29, 36 and 37 corner together and form a square

in the center of the town , which with two farms on its

northern and western sides comprises school district num

ber 7 , in the center of which , and consequently built on the
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ner.

A post

corners of the four lots mentioned, is situated the village of

Rushford .

Says the History of the Holland Purchase : “ Judge James

McCall , the early merchant, may perhaps be re

garded as the patroon of the village of Rushford ; conspicu

ous in the various enterprises that have contributed to its

prosperity, his life has been an exemplary and a useful

one." He came to the town at an early day and , as may

be understood from the above , became one of the most,

if not the most , prominent of its citizens, contributing

largely to every enterprise calculated to advance its inter

ests generally, and especially those of the village, where his

business was carried on . There are those of the older res

idents and earlier settlers who remember him , and bear out

the estimate placed upon his character and deeds by Tur

His enterprise laid the foundation upon which is

built the present prosperity of the village . Judge McCall

raised a family of thirteen children , twelve of whom ; at

least, lived to be married and settled in life .

The year 1816 was signalized in the Genesee country by

the opening of the mail route from Perry to Olean .

office was established at Rushford , and Levi Benjamin was

the first postmaster.

In 1842 the village contained ninety dwelling houses, two

churches, three taverns, eight stores , one grist-mill and two

saw -mills. According to French, it contained in 1859 four

churches, the Rushford Academy, and several manufactur

ing establishments, and had a population of 654. The

village in 1878 contained four churches, two hotels,

several stores and mechanic shops, a saw - mill , a cheese

factory, a foundry, a tannery and more than a hundred

dwellings.

The Rushford foundry was established in 1844. The

leading specialty of this establishment during the past few

years has been cheese factory furnishing goods.

The Rushford Academy was incorporated by the regents

of the university March 4th, 1852. The building was erect

ed the previous year at a cost of $4,786, which was de

frayed by the town . For several years past it has been a

graded school, employing several teachers. This institution

has done much to raise the standard of public education in

Rushford and adjoining towns , and under its present man

agement is one of the most efficiently organized graded

schools in the county.

The First Baptist Church of Rushford was organized as the

Caneadea conference, November 7th , 1815. The following

are the names of the original members: James McCall, Levi

Benjamin , Eliab Going, Joshua L. Delano, Aaron Capen ,

Jerusha Gordon , Atigail Benjamin , Sally Benjamin. Elder

Beckwith was the presiding member at the meeting. James

McCall was chosen standing moderator and Eliab Going

church clerk .

January 29th , 1816 , the society was constituted the First

Baptist Church of Rushford . Jonathan Going was chosen

moderator, Eliab Going church clerk and Levi Benjamin

deacon .

The Lord's Supper was first celebrated by the church

June 30th , 1816. The first minister was called March ist ,

1817 , and Elder Titus Gillett was settled as the first salaried

pastor in June, 1818 , previous to which time the church had

been supplied occasionally by missionaries and pastors of

other churches.

The first Baptist church of Rushford united with the Hol

land Purchase Baptist Association March 24th , 1821 , and

Elder D. D. Powers, a missionary, was engaged to preach

half of the time, and Elder Eliab Going was secured to

minister to the congregation the remainder of the year.

About 1832 Elder Absalom Miner settled as pastor, and re

mained until August, 1842 . Elder C. Wardner came that

year. In December, 1845 , Rev. E. L. Harris was called to

the pastorate, and was dismissed in August, 1850. Rev. E.

J. Scott settled as pastor in April , 1851 , and remained until

April , 1854. In June, 1854, Elder Ira W. Simpson came.

He remained till January, 1863. In September , 1863 , Rev.

A. T. Cole settled as pastor, and was dismissed October 11th ,

1868 . Rev. C. Wardner returned in January , 1869 , and was

dismissed May 15th , 1872. August 31st , Rev. A. V. Eddy

was called to the pastorate, and closed his labors in April ,

1876. October 17th of the same year he was succeeded by

Rev. M. Livermore, who has since continued pastoral rela

tions with the church.

The first record of trustees is dated February 20th , 1817 .

There were five appointed , in three classes, as follows : First

class, James McCall ; second class , Jonathan Going and

Jeremiah Rappleye; third class , J. Freem.in and J. L. De

lano. The present officers are as follows : Deacons, D. D.

Persons, A. D. Westcott and C. Mason ; trustees, A. M. Tay.

lor ( ist class) , C. Mason and M. B. Nye (2nd class , and J.

P. Bixby and H. A. Kimball (3d class ) ; collector, treasurer

and church clerk , H. A. Kimball .

The present membership is one hundred and thirty -five .

It is generally understood that the Holland Land Com

pany gave the society one hundred acres of pine land in the

east part of the town , but no allusion to any such donation

appears in the records of the church . Yet it is assumed by

leading members that the church did own such a lot, from

which lumber was obtained to build the first church edifice,

which was erected in 1818. The present house of worship

was built in 1838, and remodeled in 1859, at which time the

lecture room was added .

The church has sent out ten or twelve licentiates to

preach , and has ordained several of its pastors.

JOSEPH ENOS LODGE, NUMBER 318, F. A. M.

This lodge was chartered June 9th , 1854.

The first master was Levi Benjamin , appointed under dis

pensation .

The following masters have been elected at the dates given

below :

1854. Hiram Johnson ; 1855 , H. K. White; 1856 , David

Babbitt ; 1857 , 1858, Samuel F. Dickinson ; 1859 , 1864 , 1865 ,

C. W. Woodworth ; 1860, 1861 , 1863 , E. George ; 1862 , W.

White ; 1866-69 , J. P. Bixby ; 1870-74, 1876, 1877 , William

E. Kyes ; 1875 , E. F. McCall .

The following are the names of the present officers : Wil

liam E. Kyes, W. M .; S. D. Croop, S. W.; M. Claus, J. W.;

William Bell , treasurer ; D. H. Brooks , secretary ; M. Tar

bell, tiler.
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METHODIST EPISCOPAL.

or
The Methodist Episcopal church of Rushford was

ganized with ten members, by Rev. E. Metcalf, in 1816. The

first pastor was Rev. C. Story ; the present pastor is Rev. C.

S. Daley.

The church edifice was erected in 1854, at a cost of

$6,000 , and will seat eight hundred and fifty persons . The

property of the church is valued at $8,000 .

The following are the names of the officers at the present

time : Trustees , John Persons, N. J. Kingbruys, I. Thomp

son , J. B. Gordon , D. C. Woods, Charles Benjamin, W. F.

Woods, H. B. Persons and G. M. Pratt ; stewards, I. Thomp

son , Alexander L. Litchard, W. F. Woods, G. M. Pratt , H.

B. Persons , A. W. Litchard, C. H. Ives and Paul Dow ; dis

trict steward , W. F. Woods ; class - leaders , J. Persons, D. C.

Woods, A. C. Weir, William Swift , S. S. Swift, Paul Dow ,

L. Williams, A. W. Litchard and H. Lanning.

It is stated that there were two other original members .

Their names we are unable to obtain .

The following are the present members , thirty in number :

Mosher Marriatt and Levi and Elijah Metcalf (local preach

ers) , Samuel Lefevre (exhorter) , Charles English (steward ) ,

Cornelia Metcalf, L. B. Metcalf, Eliza Metcalf, Rachel Met

calf, Saloma Metcalf , De S. Damon, Mary Damon , Emeline

Kingsbury, Henrietta Maxson, Maria Benjamin , Loretta

Cook, Frances English , Robert English , Rhoda Baker,

Thomas Damon, Sarah Damon, Sophronia Gordon , Lucy

Gordon, Alinda Alderman , Amanda Lefevre, Harriett Bray,

Libbie Burgess, Mary Ryan , Nettie Burgess and Charles W.

Worden .

The pastor in charge is Rev. A. A. Burgess.

The first house of worship of the society was purchased

in 1861 and was subsequently burned. The present one,

which will seat two hundred and fifty persons, was dedicated

in 1873

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN .

BIOGRAPHICAL.The Rushford First Presbyterian Church was organized

April 16th , 1838, with the following constituent members :

Eneas Garey, Esther Garey, Earl Baird , Ruth Baird , Joel

Griffin , Clarissa Griffin, S. Griffin, Warren McKinney, Alvin

Congdon, Sarah McDonald , Lyman Congdon , Rowena Cong

don , Alfred Bell , Fanny Morrison , Rosina McCall, Juliette

Bell, Huldah McCall and Electa McKinney.

The society was formed under the direction of Rev. Lem

uel Hall , Rev. Phineas Smith and Rev. A. S. Allen . The

first officers were as follows : Elders , Earl Baird , Joel Grif

fin and Lyman Congdon ; clerk , Alfred Bell . The first pas

tor was Rev. Royal Twitchell . The newly organized church

was received under the care of the Presbytery of Angelica

April 17th , 1838. Rev. C. W. Gillam and Rev. Samuel A.

Rawson were early supplies , under the patronage of the

American Home Missionary Society. We are without data

from which to write of the successive pastorates. In 1840

the church reported twenty -eight members to the presbytery ;

in 1843 eighty -three , and in 1846 one hundred and sixteen .

Rev. Mr. Gillam in 1843 reported a revival in the place , re

sulting in the hopeful conversion of about forty individ

uals . " In consequence of this revival the number of themem

bers of the church was much increased . The present mem

bership is about twenty, and the church is without a pastor.

The house of worship was erected in 1842 at a cost of

about $2,000 . It will seat two hundred persons , and , with

other church property, is valued at $3,000 .

The present officers of the church are as follows : David

Thomas, deacon ; A. L. Adams and W. T. Galpin , elders ;

A. L. Adams, 0. T. Stacy and E. F. McCall , trustees; Wil

liam T. Galpin , clerk .
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Charles E. Benjamin , life-long resident of Rushford, was

born in 1818. His father, Levi Benjamin, was born in 1778

in Vermont, and came to Allegany county in 1812 , locating

upon the farm now owned by his son . He lived upon it

until his death , which occured in 1864. His early settlement

in the town connected him with much of its pioneer history.

He kept the first public house in the town , and filled many

offices of trust . Charles E. Benjamin had an interest in the

first cheese factory in Rushford . He was married in 1840

to Miss Huldah Lamberson, of Herkimer county.

W. W. Bush, merchant, was born in Pike, Wyoming

county, in 1841. He came to Rushford in 1862 . His

father, Alexander Bush , was a prisoner of war in 1812. His

grandfather, Conrad Bush, took up six hundred and forty

acres of government land in the town of Pompey, N. Y.

He also served in the Revolutionary war. W. W. Bush was

a lieutenant in the late war. He enlisted in Company B, and

N. Y. mounted rifles, and was taken prisoner September

30th , 1864. He served until the close of the war. His wife

was formerly Miss Jennie W. Hill , of Rushford.

Robert Y. Charles , M. D. , was born in Angelica, in 1842 .

He served as corporal during the war in the ist N. Y.

Dragoons, and was wounded at Cold Harbor. Dr. Charles

attended a medical school at Buffalo , graduated in the spring

of 1870, and commenced his practice in Rushford. In the

fall of the same year he married Miss Elizabeth Horner, of

Angelica

C. J. Elmer, banker, merchant and manufacturer and

dealer in cheese, was born in Hume in 1830, and came to

Rushford in 1858 from Pennsylvania. His father, David

Elmer, came to Allegany county and settled in Hume in

1807 , locating about three miles west of the present village

of Hume. He died , aged forty-two years, in 1844. C. J.

Elmer married Miss Lucy J. Ashley , of Cattaraugus county ,

in 1856. They have one son , Herbert C. Elmer.

Alonzo Farwell was born in Vermont in 1813. He came

from that State to Rushford in 1818 with his father, Leonard

Farwell . He has always pursued farming, as did his father.

William T. Galpin was born in New Jersey in 1814. He

FIRST FREE METHODIST.

The First Free Methodist Church of Rushford was organ

ized by Rev. J. W. Reddy, the first pastor, in 1861. The

following are the names of some of the constituent members :

James Gordon, Abigail Gordon , George Worthington, Le

vanchia Vanduzen, Charles English , Ophelia Vanduzen ,

Robert English , Adelia Clement , Elijah Metcalf, Saloma

Metcalf, Elijah Metcalf, jr . , Cornelia Metcalf, Levi Metcalf,

Harris Gilbert and Rev. J. W. Reddy and Mrs. J. W. Reddy.
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came to Allegany county when he was nine years old .

His father, Horace Galpin , was a minister, and was em

ployed as a home missionary . His mother was formerly.

Miss Ann Bishop. William T. lives in Rushford, where he

works at his trade, that of a cabinet maker. He married

Miss Harriet Stevens, of Warsaw , Wyoming county, N. Y.

Hiram B. Gilbert , farmer, a life - long resident of Rush

ford , was born in 1824. His father, Harris Gilbert, was an

early settler in the town . Mr. Gilbert married Miss Sophie

Eddy, and they are living upon the farm her father located

upon many years ago. They have four children, two sons

and two daughters.

William A. Henry was born in Farmersville, N. Y. , in

1852. His wife was formerly Miss Cynthia Older, of Elli

cottville , Cattaraugus county. He established his business,

that of manufacturing cheese boxes , in Rushford in 1877 .

His father was a dealer in lumber.

John G. James was born in Wales, in 1839. He came

with his father, also a native of Wales, to America in 1850,

and settled in Cattaraugus county , where his father lived

until his death , in 1876, at the age of seventy -nine years.

J. G. James came to Allegany county and engaged in the

manufacture of cheese at Rushford . He married in 1875

Miss Delle Olthof, of Cattaraugus county. They have one

son .

Charles B. Kendall , a life -long resident of Rushford , was

born in 1841. His father, Emerson Kendall , was a native

of Vermont, and came to Allegany county , locating on the

same farm where his son resides, as early as 1816. Charles

B. Kendall is a banker and notary -public and has served as

commissioner of highways. He married Miss Smith , of

Monroe county .

Henry A.. Kimball, grocer and barber, a life -long resident

of Rushford, was born in 1830. His father, Nathan Kim

ball, a native of New Hampshire, came to Rushford about

ten years prior to the above date , having previously lived

at Ovid, Seneca county, and Catharine, Schuyler county ,

and located on land upon which no clearing had been made.

Aſter clearing a sufficient space he erected a house, and for

a number of years afterward could see from his place no

clearing but his own . He died in 1855. Henry A. Kimball

married Miss Sophronia Hardy , in 1854 .

William E. Kyes was born in Allegany county, in 1841 .
His father, Cyrus Kyes, was a native of Vermont, and

to this State in 1815. He died in Centerville, in 1853. W.

E. Kyes came to Rushford in 1864 ; and forming a partner

ship with Dr. Stacy, entered into the drug business . In

September, 1868 , he bought an interest in a dry - goods store,

and in 1873 disposed of his drug business. In 1866 he

married Miss Jane Stacy .

Isaiah Lathrop was born in Bethel, Vt. , August 2nd ,

1805. His father, Simon Lathrop, was a native of Massa

chusetts. Mr. Lathrop taught school for several years , and

was married in 1833. In 1835 he came to Rushford from

Pike, Wyoming county, and established himself in the hard

ware business, in which he continues .

C. G. Leavens was born in Windsor county, Vt. , in 1809 .

He came to Allegany county in February , 1828 , and his

father came in October of the same year. Mr. Leavens,

sen . , was a resident of the town till his death , in 1862 , about

seventy -eight years of age. C. G. Leavens was married in

1834 , to Miss Mary P. Richards , of Windsor county , Vt .

After living for a tine in Michigan, where his wife died, he

returned to Rushford in 1876, and married a lady of that

town . For sixteen years Mr. Leavens owned a saw- mill on

Thunder -shower stream , but sold it in 1868.

Willis H.Leavens, dealer in hardware, was born in 1855

in Rushford. His father, Lyford Leavens , a native of Wind

sor, Vt . , came to Allegany county in 1830, and settled on

lot number 6 . Mr. Leavens married Miss Ida N. Morrow,

of Rushford, September 27th , 1876 .

Reuben W. Potter was born in Centerville, in 1816 . His

father, Jacob Potter, came to Allegany county from his

native State , Rhode Island , in 1813 , settling in Centerville ,

where he died . Reuben W. Potter married Miss Morse, of

Wyoming county. He has served as road commissioner.

Edward P. Richards was born in Vermont, in 1805 . His

father, Thomas Richards , was a native of New London ,

Conn . , and was engaged in the wool business. Edward P.

Richards learned the trade of his father, and came to Rush

ford in 1832. He is a farmer at the present time. He mar

ried Miss Betsey Landas, a native of Broome county, N. Y.

Kimber Smith , farmer, was born in Windham , Greene

county, in 1824. He came with his father at an early date to

Rushford , and married Miss Maria Howe, of that town .

They have had seven children , six of whom are now living.

Hon. 0. T. Stacy , M. D., was born in Centerville , in 1835 ,

His father, William Stacy, was a native of Vermont, and came

to Centerville about 1828. In 1857 the family came to Rush

ford, where the elder Mr. Stacy died , aged seventy, in 1865 .

Dr. Stacy graduated in 1862 at Buffalo Medical College.

and has since practiced in Rushford. He was elected mem .

ber of the Assembly from his district in 1874 and re - elected

in 1875. He has kept a drug store since 1863 , and owned

a share in a dry goods store .

Nelson Tarbell , a native of Farmersville, Cattaraugus

county, was born in 1826. His father, Abel Tarbell , came

to Allegany county at an early date. His mother's maiden

name was Juli a Mills, and she was a native of Maine . Nelson

Tarbell married Miss Lucinda Chamberlain , of Rushford .

A. M. Taylor, merchant, was born in Allegany county, Au

gust 8th , 1837. His father, Ozial Taylor, a native of Gran

by, Mass . , was born in 1793. and came to Allegany county

in 1821 , on foot , with but little over seven dollars in money .

After his arrival in the county he had enough money left to

purchase an ax, and taking up eighty acres of land of the

Holland Lind Company, cleared it and lived upon it until

his death in 1874. A. M. Taylor married Miss Sophia E.

Benjamin , in 1861.

Charles Vaughan , a farmer and a life - long resident of

Rushford , was born September rith , 1820. His father , Wil

liam Vaughan , came to Allegany county in 1808, and was

drafted in the war of 1812. His mother's maiden name was

Elizabeth Foster. Mr. Vaughan married Miss Gleason , of

Belfast, who died in 1856 , and he subsequently married Amy

A. McElheny, of New Hudson. They have two children .
John B. Walker, a native of Vermont , was born in 1829 .

He came with his father, Leonard P. Walker, to Cattaraugus

county. After living in that county a time, they came to

Allegany county in 1830, settling in Caneadea . John B.
Walker some time after removed to Rushford . He married

Miss Julia Ann Barber, of Victor, Ontario county .

Thomas Williams was born in Wales, in 1836, and came to

America in 1849, with his parents, who lived in Freedom,

Cattaraugus county, five years . In the spring of 1854 they

removed to Centreville , and in 1860 to Rushford . Mr. Wil.

liams's mother's maiden namewas Sarah Rowe, and she was

à native of Wales. In 1860 Mr. Williams married Miss Syl

via E. Benjamin , of Rushford . They have a family of six

children . Mr. Williams is engaged in farming.

E. R. Weaver, farmer, was born in Centreville in 1826.

His father, William Weaver, came at an early date to that

town from Vermont. He had a family of eight children .

Two of his sons were in the late war. Mr. Weaver has three

children, Mary, Charles and Florence. He has lived in

Rushford for several years .

came



THE TOWN OF SCIO ..

HE town of Scio was formed from Angelica, Jan

uary 31st, 1823 , and retained its original dimen

sions until a part of Amity was set off, February

22nd , 1830. It was again reduced in area Oc

tober 19th , 1851 , when a portion was annexed to the

town of Willing, and November 22nd , 1855 , upon

the erection of the town of Wellsville. It was again

divided in 1868 and a portion of its territory annexed to

Wellsville.

SETTLEMENT.

The pioneer settler in Scio was Joseph Knight, a native

of Worcester county, Mass. , who had lived eleven years in

Oneida county . He came in 1805 and located on the farm

now ( 1878) occupied by his son William , who was three

years old at the time they came,-seventy-three years ago, -

and yet lives, a witness to the progress of nearly three quar

ters of a century, having aided to redeem the town from the

wilderness and bring about its present condition of prosper

ity ; and seen it grow from an unbroken forest, with no post

office nearer than Angelica, and no mill nearer than

Caneadea and Pike, Wyoming county, to a town provided

with all of the modern facilities for communication with

the outside world . Mr. Knight was obliged to cut his way

into the town , and the passage he opened most of the way

from Belmont was the first road of any description within

its boundaries ; and for some time afterwards there were no

roads but sled-roads. To erect a log house, the pioneer's

castle, was the first work Mr. Knight's hands found to do ,

and for years afterward they were full of the work of clear

ing, cultivating and improving. When they first came the

Knights were obliged to go to Elm Valley for their supplies.

That their early agricultural ventures were successful is evi

dent in the fact that the second year of their residence in

Scio they planted corn on new and unplowed land with a

hoe, from which they gathered a crop of three hundred

bushels. Sanuel Knight also came in with his father's fam

ily , and lived during life on the old homestead . His son , B.

Knight (a grandson of Joseph Knight ), is a resident of the

town. Joseph Knight died in 1829 .

The names of other early settlers, if there were any, who

came previous to 1809 cannot be recalled now. Silas Bel

lamy and Silas Palmer moved in during that year. Among

other early comers may be mentioned Charles Smith, Ben

jamin Millard, Barnabas and Alyah G. York, Nehemiah

Clark, John Burrell, John Benjamin, Allen Foster, John

Cook, Peter Gordon, William Earley, George Sortore and

Stephen Palmer.

Joseph Clark, from Herkimer county, settled in the town

in 1815

Settlement on Middaugh Hill was begun in 1819 by John

Middaugh , John Magee, Elisha Sortore and Levi Dean . The

next year Abram , Alvin and William Middaugh came in ,

about the middle of March, when the snow was three feet

deep, bringing a few cows and some sheep . Their stock was

wintered on “ wood browse " and half a ton of hay that they

bought at an older settlement through which they passed .

For several years a very little hay and “ plenty of browse "

was the best fare they had for their cattle during the winter,

while in summer they were allowed torun at large in the woods.

In the winter and spring of 1820 and 1821 all the sheep and

lambs in the settlement, except six, were killed by the wolves

and wildcats.

A log school-house was built in the settlement in 1825 , and

about the same time John Middaugh established an ashery

for the manufacture of black salts and pearlash , the sale of

which supplied about the only means of obtaining money at

that time ; and when it is known that the pearlash had to be

hauled to Ithaca , Tompkins county, to market , the difficul

ties encountered by the early settlers will be better appreci

ated .

A prominent settler in 1820 on the river , just below the

present village of Scio, on the farm now owned by his son

James S. Flint , was Joseph Flint, from Rensselaer county,

who cleared and made improvements on two hundred acres .

He remained in the town until his death , in September, 1853 ,

and was a well known business man. In 1832 he built a saw

mill where the school-house now (1878) stands , at the

mouth of Vandermark's creek, where much lumber was man

ufactured .

Of those who made their advent into town in 1821 none

are better known than Benjamin Palmer, a native of Con

necticut, who located on Vandermark's creek, on the place

since known as the Gilbert farm . In 1826 or 1827 he re

moved to land that now forms part of the Browning home

stead , and built a saw-mill which he worked in connection

his farming operations.

Mr. Palmer was the first postmaster in the town of Scio,

and kept the post-office in his house about 1828. He died

in 1864. Further mention of Mr. Palmer will be found in

the history of Scio village..

In 1822 William Wright, an Englishman by birth , who

had come to America in 1814 , purchased of Judge Church

a farm on Knight's creek, about two miles from the village

of Scio, where he resided until his death, in 1854. His sons,

John, William and Robert, are well known residents of the

town

Israel Herrington, from Andover, and Isaac Ray, from

Delaware county, Pa. , were settlers in 1821 .

Davis Browning, from Connecticut (his native State),

came to Scio in 1825 , and engaged in school teaching and
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1840 , 1,156 ; 1845 , 1,356 ; 1850, 1,922 ; 1855 , 3,184 ; 1860,

1,631 ; 1865 , 1,721 ; : 870 , 1,652 ; 1875 , 1,641 .

EARLY EVENTS.

farming on some land he purchased . He married a daugh

ter of Benjamin Palmer in 1828, and lived on the Palmer

farm a few years. About 1832 he located on the property

now owned and occupied by his son William Q. Browning,

and remained there during life . He died in 1871 . Mr.

Browning was one of the most influential men in the town,

having held a number of town offices, besides officiating as

postmaster for a time.

Among those who came before 1840, William H. Nicker

son and Thomas Coyle were prominent . Nickerson came

in 1833 and Coyle in 1836. The former was born in Che

nango county, in 1821 , and in 1833 accompanied his father,

Henry Nickerson , when he came to Scio and located on the

C. S. Clark farm , south of the village . From the death of his

father in January, 1848 , to October, 1851 , William H. Nick

erson lived on the old homestead . In the last mentioned

year he bought a portion of the place first settled by Silas

Palmer, where he has since resided . Coyle had come to

America from Ireland in 1832 , four years prior to his advent

in Scio. He located on land which he purchased of John

Stafford, on Knight's creek .

G. Hamilton , a native of Broome county, who had lived

in Pennsylvania between one and two years, came to Scio in

1844 and settled on land lying on Vandermark's creek ,

which had previously been taken up by a man named Taylor.

Before the close of the year he had erected a saw-mill on

the farm , and he followed the business of a lumberman till

his death , in the early part of 1871. His son , W. H. Hamil

ton, who accompanied his father to Scio, is the present

owner of the property.

John Reddie, a native of Westmeath , Ireland , came to

America in 1845 , and located during the same year about four

miles from Scio village. In 1851 he removed to the farm

now owned by his daughter, Mrs. Moser, and in 1873 from

there to the farm since owned by the family, where he died

May 25th , 1878. A settler on Knight's creek in 1849 was

J. N. Sheldon , a native of Perry, Wyoming county, who as

sumed control of the mill now owned by 0. W. Roby, and

was engaged in lumbering until 1863 , when he removed to

Scio village , in the history of which he receives appropriate

mention . John Holton, who was born in Oxfordshire, Eng

land , came to America about 1830. After living in Ver

mont, in Canada and in different places in New York, he

moved into Allegany county in 1845 , and in 1853 bought

and settled on his present farm in Scio.

Elias Harris, a native of Oswego county, came to Scio in

1855 and has since been engaged in the manufacture of

shooks and staves.

Miles Smith , with Isaac Smith , his father, came to the town

of Scio in 1856. In 1868 the former located in the village .

B. M. Vincent, a native of Almond, where his father was an

early settler, removed to Scio early in 1858 and settled on

his present farm near the Alma line .

M. J. Peterson , a son of John Peterson , who was an early

settler in Wirt, located in the west part of the town in 1859 .

In 1872 he bought and moved on to his present farm .

Not all of the settlers of the town have been mentioned ,

for not all of them are now remembered ; but a sufficient

number have been referred to 10 mark the progress of Scio

from its first occupation by whites to the present time.

The following figures show the population of the town at

intervals of five years since 1830 : 1830, 602 ; 1835 , 1 , 122 ;

Records of those events which have occurred early in the

history of a community are always interesting. Going back

to 1806 , we learn that the birth of Silas Knight's daughter

Polly in that year was the first in Scio after white settlement

began . She only lived a year and was the first person to

die in the town. Two years after her death the first

marriage is said to have been contracted , between Silas

Bellamy and Betsey Knight. There was no school in the

town prior to 1814. During that year the settlers, feeling

the necessity of taking some steps towards the advancement

of the cause of education in their midst, determined to have

a school .
On Mr. William Knight devolved the task of

finding a teacher. He went to Caneadea and employed

Miss Lucy Moore, bringing her to her field of labor behind

him on his horse . The school was kept in a part of Silas

Palmer's house, on the Young farin . In 1821 the rst inn

was opened, by Alfred Johnson, in a small log house a little

south of the town line , on the William Nickerson place. The

next year the first saw-mill was built by Benjamin Palmer,

who erected the first grist - mili in 1823. Previous to that

date the pioneers in Scio were obliged to go to Caneadea

or—a distance of thirty miles—to Pike , Wyoming county, to

get their grain ground . The neighbors would make up a

load of grain and hire some man who owned a team to

convey it to mill , the trip often consuming three days and

some times necessitating traveling by night to make as good

time as that .

The first fanning mill brought into the town was a primi

tive machine with wooden cogs and splint sieves, which

Benjamin Stout got in exchange for a pair of three-year old

steers valued at sixteen dollars.

SUPERVISORS AND Town CLERKS.
a

The following are such of the names of the supervisors

and town clerks of Scio as are to be found on the records

(part of which are missing), with their terms of service.

Supervisors. — 1831, 1836 , John Middaugh ; 1832, 1833,

1837-40, Joseph Knight ; 1834 , 1835 , William Knight ; 1841

44, Ephraim A. Smith ; 1845, 1856, Handy Bellamy ; 1846 ,

1847 , Davis Browning ; 1848, Nathan Smith ; 1849-51 ,

Samuel M. Mott ; 1852 , James M. Mott ; 1853 , Hiram York ;

1854, 1855 , Henry W. Early ; 1857 , 1859, James R. Weston ;

1858 , Noah C. Pratt ; 1861 , A. S. Van Campen ; 1862-64 ,

1869 , Charles S. Clark ; 1865 , 1867 , Francis G. Babcock ;

1866 , 1870, 1871 , William Duke ; 1868, Isaac Miles ; 1872 ,

1873 , Philip Reddy ; 1874 , 1875 , Judson H. Clark; 1876 ,

1877, Miles C. Smith ; 1878, James A. Stephenson .

Town Clerks. — 1831, 1832 , Charles Lewis ; 1833-35 , Davis

Browning ; 1836 , Theodore Brewster ; 1837 , Thomas Lewis ;

1838, Norman Perry ; 1839 , 1840 , Lewis Foster ; 1841 ,

Richard L. Thomas ; 1842 , Hiram Huntley ; 1843 , 1844 ,

Calvin Thompson ; 1845-47 , 1849-57 , Edwin Thompson ;

1848 , John R. Burrall ; 1852 , Samuel M. Mott ; 1853 , Alex

ander Ballard ; 1854, 1855 , George M. Ely : 1856 , L. D.

Brewster ; 1857 , Samuel F. Blood ; 1858, 1859 , A. S. Van

Campen ; 1861 , Thomas G. Windus ; 1862 , 1863, Milton G.

Noble ; 1864 , 1865 , Bernard Coyle ; 1866 ; Sidney Smith ;

1867 , Giles Browning ; 1868, Joseph Duke ; 1869-71 , Ber
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nard Coyle ; 1872-75 , Miles Smith ; 1876 , 1877 , Benjamin

Palmer; 1878 , Bernard Coyle.

The official schedule for 1879 was as follows :

Supervisor, Miles C. Smith ; town clerk , Alfred E. Ack

ley ; justice, Ebenezer J. Norton ; assessor, Morgan M.

Bennaway ; commissioner of highways, Frank Thomas;

collector , Edward R. R. Mills ; inspectors of election , Wil

lard Thomas, Earl Reddy ; overseers of the poor , Charles

Carpenter, George Maybe; constables, Edward R. R. Mills,

Howard U. Sheldon, David Allen , Barton Emerson , Clar

ence Crandall; game constable , John Burns.

THE VULAGE OF SCIO .

early merchants . Benjamin Palmer, J. N. Sheldon and others

are remembered. Mills were built, and an extensive trade in

lumber was carried on . Prominent among those in the lat

ter branch of enterprise may be mentioned William Duke

and Charles S. Clark and Elias Harris, engaged in the shook

and stave manufacture since 1855. An attractive feature of

the village at the present time is the stock farm of Judson

H. Clark , which is one of the finest and most extensive in

western New York .

CHURCH HISTORY.

The early religious history of Scio is similar to that of

most other pioneer localities . After settlement began to ad

vance the population was of necessity composed of persons

of nearly all the prevailing Christian denominations. The

early meetings were held irregularly, and by different preach

ers who came along from time to time. A Methodist class

was formed at a comparatively early date by Rev. Azel Fill

more, a brother of the well remembered circuit - rider Glezen

Fillmore. The date of the organization of this class , or of

subsequent ones previous to that at present in existence , is

not known ; and owing to the loss of old records from which

might have been extracted reliable data , it has been found

impossible to advert, with any attempt at historical accuracy

as to persons and dates, to other organizations of members

of other sects , many of which have become extinct . At pres

ent there are four church organizations in the village, of

which we append as complete histories as could be obtained

in the absence of records .

FIRST METHODIST EPISCOPAL ,

This locality was for a time known as Blood's.

The first to locate within the limits of the village of Scio

was Silas Bellamy, in 1809. He took up nearly one hun

dred acres of land, which included most of the site of the

present village.

Another early settler at this point was Barnabas York, to

whom Bellamy sold nearly half of the tract, the plank road

as it is called) and the Vandermark's creek road being the

boundary between the two tracts after the sale . The greater

portion of the village stands on that part of the original

tract sold to York .

A tavern was opened at an early day on the site of the

present Exchange Hotel, Barnabas York being the proprietor

and landlord . This building, which has been several times

enlarged and remodeled, forms a part of the Exchange

house .

The early merchant of the village was Mr. John Russell,

from Alfred now living a retired life in Belmont), who

erected a store , which is now part of the store of M. S.

Davis. A blacksmith shop was built a little later on the

Vandermark's creek road , on land now owned by Charles

Chadwick .

The first impetus to the business and growth of the village

was afforded by the first work on the Erie Railway in 1841 .

Horace Riddell , a contractor for the construction of a sec

tion of the road , bought Russell out, enlarged the store, built

shops for his workmen and stables for the numerous teams

in his employ, and made Scio the base of his extensive ope

rations, erecting for his family the house now owned by Wil

liam Duke. The history of the causes which led to the ces

sation of work on the line , delaying its construction about

ten years, and causing the failure of Riddell and other con

tractors , forms no essential part of the history of Scio village,

though the high hopes which the above mentioned brief

season of business activity and prosperity had engendered

in the minds of property owners and residents were shattered

as suddenly as they had been brought into being; and there

was little appreciable progress during the years which inter

vened between that date and the resumption of operations,

which finally resulted in the completion and opening of the

railroad,

Partaking of the advantages afforded by railway commu

nication and the rapidly growing lumber interest of this sec

tion , the village increased in importance and population un

til in 1855 , according to French, it contained four hundred

and ninety - six inhabitants. The old store changed hands

several times, until it came into the possession of its present

proprietor, and new stores were erected as trade demanded.

It is impossible at this time to recall the names of all the

The First Methodist Episcopal Church of Scio was organ

ized with twenty members in 1845 , by Rev. William Buck,

who became the first pastor. Who were the constituentmem

bers it is now impossible to ascertain , and we are unable to

give the succession of pastors. The present pastor is Rev.

J. F. Brown. The church edifice was erected in 1860, at a

cost of $3,000, and will seat three hundred persons. The

church property is valued at $4,500 . The society numbers
about seventy.

ROMAN CATHOLIC ,

The original organization of this church took place at a

comparatively early date. The present membership is com

posed of thirty families and about one hundred and fifty in

dividuals. The church is under the spiritual tutelage of

Rev. George J. Dunbar, of Belmont. The value of the

church edifice is about $ 2,000 . It was dedicated with ap

propriate services August 19th , 1878. A view of this build

ing will be found elsewhere in these pages. The society

owns a cemetery near the church , which is conveniently laid

out.

SEVENTH - DAY BAPTIST.

At a request of certain Christians a council convened at

the school-house near William Davis's , two miles north of

Scio village, May 15th , 1834, composed of Elder Daniel

Babcock, Elder Spencer Sweet , Deacon Amos Crandall, of

Alfred , and Walter B. Gillette , of Friendship . After singing

and prayer twenty -four persons presented themselves for the

purpose of organizing a church of the Seventh- Day Baptist
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a

ance .

faith . After consultation of the council and drafting articles

of faith the right hand of fellowship was extended to James

Weed, their moderator, and they were received into fellow

ship of the sister churches composing the general confer

The following persons were the constituent members :

James Weed , John Maxon, Jesse B. Cartwright, Theodaty

Bliven , Jesse Rogers , Davis Stillman , Daniel B. Stillman ,

Philarman Green , William Millard , Ethan Rogers, John C.

Cartwright, Theodaty Bliven , Jr. , Silas G. Bliven , Buel

Oviatt , Judith Leister, Hannah Rogers, Susan Weed, Nancy

Stillman , Hannah Burdick , Rachael Cartwright , Ruth

Maxon , Sarah Stillman and Lydia Green .

At a meeting June ist , 1834, James Weed was “ called to

improve his talent." August uth , 1834, Daniel B. Stillman

was chosen clerk . John Maxon was designated as delegate

to the general conference and James Weed was licensed to

preach the gospel . The first yearly meeting was held in

William Davis's barn , the sixth day before the third Sabbath

in July , 1835. Elder Stillman Coon officiated . July 12th ,

1835 , John Maxon was chosen deacon .

The church was subsequently supplied by W. B. Gillette ,

Stillman Coon , Spencer Sweet , Zeruiel Campbell and

Ayres. In the absence of any of those mentioned services

were conducted by Deacon James Weed, Nathaniel Luther

and Deacon Charles Rowley until , in 1848, Elder Rouse

Babcock was called to the pastorate ; he served three years .

August 13th , 1837 , it was voted to build a church twenty

four by thirty feet in size, and the house was so far finished

that meetings were held in it ; but it was never fully com

pleted . It was located two miles below where Scio now

stands .

June 15th , 1851 , Daniel Stillman and Eliphalet Johnson

were chosen deacons. Deacon Rowley, haring been ordained ,

served the church as minister from February, 1854, until

June, 1872 , after which J. L. Hoffman (evangelist ) served

the church one year. From that time Elder Charles Rowley

served the church as pastor until July, 1877 , when in con

sequence of ill health he resigned . Then Elder U. M. Bab

cock became the pastor, and remained one year.

tember, 1878, Elder J. L. Bennett accepted the pastorate.

At a church meeting June 5th , 1859, it was voted to

change the name of the church to that of Scio , it having

been known as the Amity church before the division of the

town . In November, 1857 , there was a meeting at the

church for the purpose of forming an organization for buy

ing the union church . S. R. Smith, D B. Stillman and J.

S. Flint were made a committee to draft the constitution .

At a meeting in December, 1858, the constitution was

adopted and officers chosen .

At a special meeting held at the residence of S. Flint ,

June 11th , 1871 , J. S. Flint was chosen trustee for three

years, S. J. Smith iwo years and S. G. Bliven one year ;

Ethan Rogers, treasurer ; G. W. Knapp, clerk ; J. S. Flint ,

A. E. Rogers and Henry Striker were chosen to procure

subscriptions . December 17th , 1871 , the trustees were in

structed to purchase said church ; the house was refitted

and April 11th , 1877 , it was rededicated , the sermon being

preached by Rev. Jared Kenyon, of Independence . U. M.

Babcock is the present pastor.

On the 4th day of March, 1830, Deacon Jesse Rowley,

with his family, moved into the town of Scio , within the

present bounds of the corporation of Wellsville, which was

then a dense forest , with not a family living in the corpora

tion . There were few families scattered between the

place now known as Stannard's Corners and Scio. Deacon

Rowley, a man very active in the cause of religion , sought

religious associations. His earnestness in prayer, exho
rtation

and hymns of praise soon called forth responses from other

hearts, and as new comers moved into the neighborhood

they soon caught the spirit of devotion , and there was a

general revival of religious interest , which resulted in calling

a council at the house of Deacon Rowley on the 16th of

May, 1834. The following persons responded to the call :

Elders Spencer, Sweet , Daniel Babcock and Ray Green and

Deacon Amos Crandall from Alfred , and Walter B. Gillette

of the Friendship church . After singing and prayer the

council called on those who wished to unite in the organiza

tion of a church to respond by giving a brief history of

their religious experience. A series of articles of faith and

a covenant were read and considered , when the following

persons gave in their names for membership: Jesse Rowley,

deacon ; Amos L. Maxson , clerk ; William Davis, Joseph

Flint , Justus Seelye, Jonathan Fisk , Charles Rowley , Nathan

Rowley, Stephen Tanner, Joseph Flint , jr . , John D. Green ,

Mary Rowley, Sally Straight , Achsa Fisk , Elizabeth Flint ,

Lyda Amadown .

The chairman , in behalf of the council, gave the right

hand of fellowship to Deacon Rowley , as the representa

tive of the church, thereby recognizing the church in rela

tion with the Seventh - Day Baptist denomination .

The church, being weak numerically and financially, did

not think itself able to settle a pastor, but was supplied a

portion of the time by Elders Ray Green , Daniel Babcock ,

Walter B. Gillette, Stillman Coon and others. In the absence

of a minister, the church called certain of its own mem

bers to supply it until the spring of 1843 , when a call

was extended to Elder Ray Green , March 24th , to labor

with the church one year ; after he closed his pastorate

the church was supplied by Titus I. Giddings and Deacon

Charles Rowley until September ist , 1845 , when it gave

Deacon Charles Rowley a license to preach , and was sup

plied by him until 1848. The Amity and Scio churches then

united in extending a call to Elder Rouse Babcock to take

the pastoral charge of them , and labor alternately with the

two societies . He commenced his labors with them in the

fall of the same year, and had the pastoral charge about three

years, Deacon Charles Rowley occupying the desk every

alternate Sabbath . From the autumn of 1851 the churches

were without a regular pastor, although Deacon Rowley con

tinued to supply them . A council of the Seventh - Day Bap

tist Western Association , consisting of Elders Nathan V.

Hull and Jared Kenyon, of Alfred ; Thomas E. Babcock, of

Independence church ; Leman Andrus, of Richburg church,

and B. F. Robins, of Friendship churches, convened at the

meeting -house in Scio, on the 16th day of February , 1854 ,

and examined and ordained Deacon Rowley as pastor of the

church , which position he occupied until 1877 , when , on ac

count of ill health , he presented his resignation , to take effect

July 1st, 1877. The church secured the labors of Elder U.

M. Babcock for one year. It is now being acceptably sup

plied by Elder J. L. Bennet.

The churches of Amity and Scio became so reduced in

numbers by deaths and removals to the West, and the build

ing of the union meeting-house in the village of Scio, that it
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was thought advisable to consolidate , the church to be known

as the Seventh - Day Baptist Church of Scio .

66

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST."

The First Church of Christ at Scio was organized January

ist, 1868, with about thirty - four constituent members. The

following officers were chosen :

Elders, Isaac Smith, W. Collins, H. How ; deacons , John

Duke, C. D. Rogers ; clerk , F. S. Woodard .

A house of worship was erected in 1872-73 , at a cost of

$2,500 , which was dedicated May 12th, 1873 , at a meeting

presided over by Dr. W. A. Belding.

The successive preachers have been as follows : W. Col

lins, J. C. Goodrich , Dr. W. A. Belding, J. F. Callahan , H.

S. Black , G. S. Bartlett and James Hart .

It is written by a prominent member that the “ creed or

discipline is the word of God . "

RIVERSIDE.

A small collection of buildings extending along the river

road and lying mostly in Scio , but partly in Wellsville, is

known by the above name. It consists of several fine resi

dences and has no business places worthy of mention .

is best known as the seat of the Riverside Seminary, a well

known educational institution under the management of

Rev. Anson W. Cummings, which has a liberal patronage

from various localities .

RIVERSIDE DIVISION , NO . 2 , SONS OF TEMPERANCE

was instituted by Rev. A. W. Cummings, D.D., March 27th ,

1878, under a charter from the Grand Division of Western

New York, granted upon the petition of A. W. Cummings,

A. C. Merrick , C. E. Wells, G. B. Elwell , M. M. Campbell,

D. McDonald, Miss Belle Cummings, Mrs. H. A. Wells, M.

C. Sackett, F. A. Cummings, O. F. Cummings, Miss Rose

King, and Miss Jessie King, who are the charter members.

The first officers were as follows : A. C. Merrick , W. P.;

Mrs. H. A. Wells , W. A .; C. E. Wells, R. S .; Miss Jessie

King, A. R. S .; G. B. Elwell , F. S .; M. C. Sacket , treasurer ;

M. M. Campbell, chaplain ; A. King, Con.; Miss Belle Cum

mings, A. C.; Miss Rose King , I. S .; A. D. Sutton , O. S.

About thirty - five members have been adınitted . The

division meets at Riverside Seminary Chapel every Wednes

day evening. In addition to the regular business of the

meetings , interest is added by short readings, essays , ad

dresses, declamations, songs, etc.

The present officers (March, 1879) are : C. F. Cummings,

P. W. P.; G. B. Elwell , W. P .; A. W. Cummings, R. S.;

G. H. Armstrong, F. S .; M. C. Sacket , T .; H. D. Tread

well , chaplain ; F. A. Cummings, C.

The division is in good working condition, and is doing

good service in the cause of temperance.

His father was Charles S. Clark , a native of Great Bend,

Pa. His mother was Miss Gettie Smith .

The elder Clark was engaged in lumbering and trade at

Altay until 1852 , when with his family he removed to Scio,

where he embarked in the same line of business, conduct

ing it on a very extensive scale , and increasing it from year

to year until it took rank with the leading commercial in

terests of Allegany county. He was a leading man in the

affairs of the town , and, as the records show , was chosen to

the office of supervisor for the years 1862-64 , 1870 and

1871 , holding the office five years .

When Mr. Clark had attained to a suitable age, he as

sisted his father in the management of the business, and in

1862 became a member of the firm of Charles S. Clark &

Company, aiding by his well known tact and energy to still

further advance the interests of the business, and give it an

impetus and volume scarcely paralleled in this section .

But a business which was to give its proprietor a reputa

tion more than local was yet to be established — the Genesee

Valley Stock Farm . This enterprise was begun in 1868, by

Judson H. Clark , its sole proprietor and manager, and is

devoted exclusively to the breeding of blooded horses.

Sir.ce that time Mr. Clark has introduced in western New

York such well known breeds of horses as “ Morgan ,” the

Bashaw , " and the “ Hambletonian , " and the influence of

this culture has operated in no small degree to improve the

standard of road and farm horses throughout this part of

the State .

Mr. Clark has always been eminently a busy man , and

like all busy men has left the impression of his energy and

perseverance on the commercial interests of his locality ;

and that his tact and industry have reaped their legitimate

reward is evident in the fact that he is now one of the

wealthiest men in Allegany county. But however much his

personal interests may have engaged his thought and oc

cupied his time, he has yet taken a lively interest in the af

fairs of the town, and his fellow citizens have shown their

appreciation of his business and executive ability by twice

electing him to the office of supervisor. He has always ad

hered to the principles of the Democratic party, having

cast his first vote for Democratic candidates and been influ

ential in the party in his town .

In 1869 Mr. Clark was married to a daughter of Rev.

E. F. Crane , a man well known and respected in Allegany

county.

Welcome H. Browning, a native of Connecticut, came in

October, 1834 , and settled on the river road in Scio , on a

farm part of which he bought of Philip Church , where he

has always resided and followed farming and lumbering.

He has held several town offices at different dates . May

30th, 1858 , his son Ezra, aged seventeen years, accidentally

shot himself, inflicting a fatal wound.

William Q. Browning is a son of Davis Browning, who

came from Connecticut to Scio in 1825 , where he taught

school for a tinie , and in 1828 was married to Miss Eliza

beth M. Palmer, a daughter of Benjamin Palmer . He lived

on the Palmer farm till he located on the homestead about

1832 , and engaged in farming. He was postmaster several

years , and served as supervisor, towr. clerk , justice of the

peace, and was among the active men of the town . He

died in April , 1871 , since which time his son has owned and

occupied the old homestead . The grist - mill now owned by

BIOGRAPHICAL.

Judson H. Clark .-Few names of the present genera

tion are better known in Allegany county than that of Judson

H. Clark . He was born August 2nd , 1839 , at Altay , then

in Steuben , now in Schuyler county, N. Y.
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his son , L. D. Browning, was built in 1856 , by Davis and

Welcome H. Browning and R. Adams.

C. B. Carpenter, farmer, was born in Madison county , and

came with his father, Justin Carpenter, to Andover in 1823 .

He afterward lived in Amity, and settled on the river road

near the village of Scio in 1826, where the father died in

1875. Mr. Carpenter lived on the homestead till 1857 , when

he bought and located on his present farm .

William DUKE, lumberman, was born April 26th , 1830 ,

in Binghamton, N. Y. , and came to Scio with his father's

family in 1840. Mr. Duke's parents were natives of Eng

land . His father died in 1848, leaving a family of four

girls and five boys, William Duke being the eldest. The

boys engaged in lumbering, drawing their ' lumber to the

markets of Buffalo and other places . They shipped the first

lumber from Allegany county to New York by way of the

Erie Railway after its construction. In January, 1855, Mr.

Duke married Miss Samantha E. Blackman , of Scio . He

has served as supervisor two terms.

Elias Harris, a native of Oswego county, afterward a

resident of Binghamton, N. Y. , came to Allegany county

in 1855 , and located at Scio , where he has since been en

gaged in the shook and stave manufacture.

B. Knight (a son of Samuel Knight , who was born in

Massachusetts and came with his father, Joseph Knight, to

Scio in 1805 , where he resided till his death) was born on

the old homestead , and has always resided there, with the

exception of six years spent on the Pacific coast , and fol

lowed his business of farming.

Joseph Knight, a native of Worcester county, Mass . , lived

eleven years in Oneida county, and in 1805 came to Al

legany county and located in Scio, on the farm now owned

by his son William, where he resided till his death in Jan

uury, 1829. William Knight, who was three years old when

he came, has always resided on the old homstead , and has

probably lived longer in the county than any one else at

present living there, still owning and occupying the farm
where his father settled over seventyyears ago.

Alvin Middaugh , twin brother of William Middaugh, was

born in Dryden, Tompkins county , in 1812. He came to

Scio in 1820, and located on what is known as Middaugh

Hill, where he is known as a farmer and cheese manufac

turer. He served as assessor two years. He was married

in 1832 , to Mary Davis , of Scio. They have had five chil

dren , two sons and three daughters. One son and one

daughter are still living on farms adjoining his. Although

a resident of Scio, Mr. Middaugh's post office address is

Friendship.

J. E. Middaugh, farmer, was born in Scio in January,

1838. He has served as one of the assessors of Scio. He

served three years in the Rebellion , two years of the time as

ist lieutenant, commanding Company K, 67th N. Y. vol

unteers. In 1868 he was married to Elizabeth S. Gorton ,

of Belmont, N. Y.

R. EMMETT MIDDAUGH, farmer, was born in Scio, January

23d , 1829. Some of Mr. Middaugh's life has been spent in

Friendship, where he had a boot and shoe store, and in other

towns in Allegany county . He returned to Scio in March ,

1875. His wife was Miss Susan M. Gorton , of Friendship.

The marriage occurred November 23d , 1852. He has

served as clerk of the town of Friendship one term .

William H. Nickerson was born in Chenango county, in

1821. In 1833 he came with his father, Henry Nickerson ,

to Scio, and located on a farm soʻith of the village, now

owned by C. S. Clark . The elder Nickerson died on this

place in 1848, and his son resided there until 1851 , when he

bought a part of the farm first settled by Silas Palmer, on

the west side of the river, where he has since resided .

E. J. Norton, farmer and civil engineer, son of William

L. Norton, who came from Washington county in 1836 and

settled on Knight's creek, was born on the old homestead in

1820. In 1857 heentered the academy, and spent six years

in study and teaching. He has spent several years in sur

veying and locating oil lands in Pennsylvania and is some

what interested in oil wells. He has served eight years as

justice of the peace in Scio . He was married in September,

1875 , to Mary Holton , of Scio.

L. E. Norton , a son of William L. Norton , who settled at

an early date on Knight's creek , in Scio , was born on the old

homestead in 1844 , where he has always resided . He was

married in 1870 to Miss Emma Duke, daughter of William

Duke, of Scio. He has served as road commissioner.

Artemus Eugene Palmer, farmer, was born in Scio , No

vember 13th , 1852. His father, James Palmer, a native of

Oneida county, was born November 29th , 1800, and came to

Allegany county with his brother-in -law, Nathan Wright, in
1812 . His brothers , Silas, Stephen and Peter Palmer, were

early settlers in the county. In 1828 he married Miss Jane
Fitzsimmons. Mr. Palmer made a profession of religion at

the age of fourteen and united with the Methodist church,

with which he is connected at the present time.

Benjamin Palmer, son of Benjamin Palmer, who settled

on the River road in Scio at an early day, was born on the

old homestead , where he resided till 1860, when he married

and has since lived in Scio village, with the exception of

four years, from 1863 to 1867. In 1853, in partnership with

his father, he built a store and engaged in the hardware

trade till 1864 , when Benjamin Palmer, sen . ,died , since which

time the business has been carried on by the son , who has

served two years as town clerk .

J. N. Sheldon, a native of Perry, Wyoming county, came

to Scio in 1849 , and located on Knight's creek , at the mill

now owned by O.W.Roby, and followed lumbering and farm

ing till 1863; then removed to Scio village and was engaged

in the grocery trade till 1876 , since which time he has lived

retired. Hewas appointed postmaster in 1869 and has held
the office since . He has served as justice of the peace and

notary public .

JohnSimons was born in Wallkill , Orange county , in 1790 .

In 1803 he moved to Tompkins county, and came to Scio in

1828, where he has since resided. He has served several

years as supervisor, assessor and county superintendent, and

sixteen years as justice of the peace.

J. M.Thomas was born in Rensselaer county, and came

with his father, Samuel Thomas, in 1845 , and settled in Al

fred, where he resided until 1865. He was then chosen

keeper of the county house and held the position till 1867 ,

when he located in Scio, on a farm bought of the Dukes,

near Knight's creek , where he has since followed his business

of drover and farmer. In 1856, when the town of Ward was

erected , Mr. Thomas cast the first vote in the new town, and

was elected the first justice of the peace . He was president

of the Allegany County Agricultural Society in 1869, and the

same year was appointed keeper of the State prison at Au

burn . After serving three months he resigned the position .

He has held the office of notary public most of the time for

twenty years. In 1848 he was married to Freelove V. Bar

ber, a native of Rhode Island .

B. M. Vincent, a son of David Vincent,one of the first set

tlers in Almond, was born in that town , in 1832 , where he

resided until January, 1858, when he removed to Scio and

located on his present farm; on Knight's creek . He was

married March 30th , 1854, to Miss Sarah A. Ferrin , of

Almond.

Robert Wright, a son of William Wright (who was a na

tive of England, and who came and settled on Knight's creek

in 1822) , was born in 1823 , and resided on the old homestead

till 1847 , when he located on his present farm on Knight's

creek . He has served six years as assessor and has held the

office of highway commissioner. In 1847 he was married to

Miss Catharine Welch, a native of Scio.

Charles Wells was born in Orange county, in 1820, and

came to Wellsville from Potter county, Pa. , in 1861 . He is

now living at Riverside, in Scio. He is a farmer and carpen
ter. In 1856 he was married to Harriet Downs, of Chemung

county .

1



THE TOWN OF WARD.

acre.

HIS town was formed from Alfred and Amity , by

action of the board of supervisors , November

26th , 1856 ; the action of the board being legal

ized April 2nd , 1857. The town was named in

honor of Hon . Hamilton Ward, of Belmont .

The first town meeting was held at the house of N.

H. Reynolds, March 3d , 1857. Jeffrey M. Thomas,.

Esq ., now a resident of Scio, cast the first ballot. The fol

lowing officers were elected : Supervisor , Silas W. Cartwright ;

town clerk , Michael J. Bower ; justices of the peace, J. M.

Thomas, Andrew Baker, Lorenzo D. Collins and David H.

Babbitt ; assessor, Joseph Edwards ; highway commissioner,

S. W. Cartwright ; collector, George A. Bunnell; overseer of

the poor, John Penny ; inspectors of election , William Fuller,

Alexander Black and Henry Sheldon ; constables, G. A.

Bunnell , 0. P. McOmber, P. Hogan, Isaac Sprague and

John Sheldon ; town sealer of weights and measures, L. S.

Bennett .

The following have served as supervisor from 1857 to

1878 in the years indicated :

1857 , 1860, 1861 , S. W. Cartwright ; 1858 , 1859 , Anson C.

Hall ; 1862 , 1863 , Milo Burdick ; 1864, 1867 , D. S. Lan

phear ; 1865 , Philip Collins; 1866, 1872 , A. C. Hall ; 1868,

1869, William Fuller ; 1870 , 1871 , 1877 , L. S. Bennett ; 1873 ,

1874, 1878, Daniel B. Lanphear ; 1875 , 1876, James Far

well , jr.

The town clerks have been as follows :

1857 , M. J. Bower; 1858, Milo Burdick ; 1859 , 1865 , 1868,

1869, 1875 , 1876 , S. W. Cartwright; 1860, D. S. Lanphear ;

1861 , 1866, A. G. Cartwright ; 1862 , A. J. Fenner; 1863 ,

1864, L. S. Bennett ; 1867 , Cyrus B. Lewis; 1870-72 , J. O.

Latham ; 1873 , 1874, 1877 , 1878 , Jay Cartwright.

The town officers for 1879 were :

Supervisor , Andrew J. Fuller ; town clerk , William Ocker

man ; justice, Daniel B. Lanphear; commissioner of highways,

Riley Tucker; assessor, C. Bliven ( full term ), James K. Hall,

(vacancy) ; collector, Henry E. Reynolds ; overseer of the

poor, R. L. Cartwright; inspectors of election-Ferris F. Mar

geson, John Youngs ; constables-Henry E. Reynolds, John

Elliott , Merrit Hall, Arthur Beebe, Warren P. Crandall .

1

company with his brother, W. D. Easton , he bought three

hundred and twenty acres of land in June , 1817. It was

located on Philip's creek and the price was four dollars per

He built a log house during the season , into which he

moved March ist , 1818, having previously lived in Seneca

county. He was born in New Jersey, but his parents moved

to Fayette, Seneca county, when he was five years old . He

was married to Miss Lavilla Austin , of Fayette , January 9th ,

1823 ; she died some years since . Mr. Easton raised a

family of eleven children, five of whom have been successful

teachers. He was born July 26th , 1794, and was a soldier

in the war of 1812. Joseph Goodrich moved from Rensselaer

county and settled on Vandermark creek in 1819, on the

farm now owned by Nathan Tucker. He moved to Wis

consin in 1838. William Tucker was born in Rhode Island ,

January 30th, 1801 . While he was quite young his parents

moved to Hampden county, Mass . , living on Glasgow moun

tain . When he had attained to his majority, he left home

and went to Virginia , where he found employment on the

public works, working on the James River canal, afterwards

on a railroad which was in process of construction , and

finally on a turnpike from Staunton to the James river. He

settled on Vandermark creek in August, 1826. Mr. Tucker

was married in 1827 to Miss Wealthy Wilbur. She died in

1849. He married Miss Lucy W. Vaughn, May ist, 1850.

He owns 1,200 acres of land . Silas W. Cartwright was born

in Rensselaer county, and moved to Alfred in 1830. He

located at Philip's Creek in October, 1838 , where he still

resides .

Stephen Vaughan, one of the early settlers of Ward, first

located in Alfred , but afterwards bought the mill which had

been owned by Benjamin Powers. He died between 1835

and 1840. Luther Powell , an early settler, died in the

spring of 1826. He was the first white person buried in the

Vandermark valley, if not in Ward .

Beriah Bliven , who was a native of Hopkinton, R. I. , lo

cated in Ward in April , 1825. He bought one hundred

acres of land , on which he built a log house, carrying all the

lumber used for flooring and doors on his shoulder from

Goodrich's saw- mill, a distance of three quarters of a mile

up a steep hill . He died March 31st , 1864. His widow ,

Mrs. Betsey E. Bliven , died January 2nd , 1872. They had

a family of ter children , all of whom are now living. Alex

ander Black came from Broome county and located on

Vandermark creek , where he now lives, in 1831. He at

once engaged in the manufacture and shipment of pine lum

ber, for a number of years running a mill in partnership

with his brother William . Afterwards he became sole owner

and rebuilt the mill. He hauled most of his lumber to Hor

nellsville, whence it was rafted to Baltimore and points on

the lower Susquehanna. His mode of transportation to

15.
3

EARLY SETTLERS.

2

The first settler in Ward was Abraham Walldorff, who

came from Oneida county and built a log house near the

present site of Ockerman & Fuller's cheese factory, on

Philip's creek , in April , 1817. Afterwards he built a house

some distance below the original one, where he kept a

tavern ; he also built a saw-mill , which long since went to

decay.

Stephen Easton was one of the pioneers of Ward. In
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1

the settlers were destroyed by frost. The year 1828 is men

tioned as one of great scarcity. Corn was worth $2.25 per

bushel and flour sold at $ 14 per barrel . Butter was worth

6 cents per pound ; house ashes, 127/2 cents per bushel ; field

ashes, 6 cents per bushel ; clear pine , $8 per thousand, in

store pay, delivered at Baker's Bridge ; calico, 8772 cents

per yard . The following prices were current in 1835 , and

were furnished by Mr. George McGibeny : Hay, $ 4 per ton ;

potatoes, 26 cents per bushel; eggs, 6 cents per dozen ; but

ter, 8 to 12 cents per pound ; oats, 18 cents per bushel. A

good yoke of oxen was worth $80 ; a fair horse, $100. Day

wages was 50 cents. In 1836 hay was worth $ 10 per ton ;

oats 50 cents per bushel , and corn $1.87 per bushel . In

April , 1831 , there was a heavy snow storm in which many

cattle perished . At an early day fifty cents a week was the

regular wages of a hired girl .

1

a

A DESTRUCTIVE TORNADO.

91

now occu

Hornellsville in winter was with an ox team, and he often

carried five thousand feet of dry pine at a load . He was

one of the best pilots on the Canisteo and Susquehanna rivers

and “ piloted ” many a raft and ark down to market. He

was an expert hunter and killed many deer at an early day.

He once killed a large bear near his dwelling. He married

Miss Ursula Harris, of Broome county, before he settled in

Ward . She died nearly forty years since . They had ten

children, five of whom are now living. He was married a

second time in 1849. He is of Scotch descent, and is now

( 1878) nearly eighty- five years old .

Elijah McOmber located on the farm on which he now

resides in 1830, having previously resided at Hubbardtown ,

Vt . He is seventy -nine years old . George Green is one of

the oldest residents of Ward. He came to Allegany county

at an early day and has resided twenty years in Alfred ,

thirty -seven in Andover and eight years in Ward.

David H. Babbitt moved to Ward from Ontario county ,

in December, 1835. He had previously bought fifty acres

of land , on which he lived up to the time of his death , in

1878, at the age of sixty -nine.

Edward Thompson settled in Ward in 1819 , having

changed his residence from Goshen, Conn. , to Livonia, in

Livingston county, and from the latter place to Allegany

county. He bought three hundred acres of land, which in .

cluded wnat is now known as the “ Beach tarm

pied by Eldridge Black . He subsequently moved to the

West and died near Nauvoo, Ill .

Harvey Thompson, son of Edward Thompson , was born

in Goshen , Conn . , and moved with his father to Allegany

county in 1819. He was for many years justice of the

peace . He lived several years at Baker's Bridge , and finally

settled in Ward, where he died December 12th , 1853. He

had five children who lived to years of maturity.

Eliphalet Johnson located on Philip's creek , in February,

1836, on the farm on which he spent the remainder of his

life. His house was destroyed by the tornado of 1838, of

which a full account is given elsewhere. A daughter was

killed and a son severely injured . He was a prominent

member of the Philip's Creek Methodist Episcopal Church

and a highly respected citizen . He died January 20th , 1876 ,

aged eighty - three years, five months and five days . Janna

Taylor located in Ward in 1822 or 1823. He brought a

flock of sheep with him, and the first night after his arrival

wolves destroyed thirteen of them . He died in 1854. Gard

ner Warden , who came from the State of Rhode Island ,

settled on Vandermark creek in 1827. He died in 1857 or

1858. Uriah Goodrich , who came from Rensselaer county,

settled on Vandermark creek between 1820 and 1825. He

died in 1839 or 1840. James Allen , who was a native of

Rhode Island , settled in Ward in 1823. Henry Sheldon

moved from Genesee county and settled in Ward in 1823 .

He died in Alfred , during the winter of 1877-78 . George

Maxson settled on Vandermark creek in 1823 ; he died in

1863 or 1864 .

No event in the history of the town is of deeper interest

than the tornado which swept across the country on the 26th

of July, 1838. The direction of the hurricane was from

northwest to southeast, its path being about half a mile in

width . The storm occurred at about eleven o'clock in the

forenoon . It was ushered in by heavy and repeated peals

of thunder, which were soon followed by the whirlwind .

Rain in torrents accompanied and followed the tornado .

Buildings were destroyed and all the timber in its path lev

eled to the ground . The trunks of large trees, which had

been half buried in the ground , were torn from their resting

places and tossed in the air. The house of Eliphalet John

son was destroyed , and a daughter, Martha S. Johnson, twen

ty-four years of age, killed by the falling of the stone chim

ney . His son , Charles Johnson , was severely injured. An

infant daughter, now Mrs. Daniel Fuller, was found rolled

up in a feather bed by the roadside. Another daughter,

three years old, now Mrs. James T. Green, was found a

short distance from the house, in a hollow which had been

burned in the side of a large stump. She was uninjured

although held fast by a piece of timber which had been

blown against the stump . The house of Philip Schuyler

was destroyed , as was that of his son . A small house built

on the farm of Mr. Johnson by the Thompson brothers

Edward, Calvin and William , was crushed by a large tree.

They were clearing land for Mr. Johnson, but were not

working at the time . Caleb Sackett's house and barn were

destroyed , as was the house of John Lillis. The buildings

on what was known as the “ Beach farm " were destroyed,

and E. W. Babbitt had a limb broken . The house of Be

riah Bliven was unroofed, and his son William slightly in

jured. After passing across the Vandermark valley the

storm diminished in violence, and came to an end in the

northern part of Andover.

9 )

MANUFACTURING AND BUSINESS ENTERPRISES.

PIONEER LIFE IN WARD.

Most of the early settlers of Ward were poor and suffered

the same deprivations recorded on preceding pages . Among

the earlier settlers almost the only teams were oxen , and the

only carriages rude sleds, and these at all seasons were the

only means of conveyance. At different times the crops of

Stephen Easton and his brother built a saw-mill on

Philip's creek in 1818. It was the first mill in the town .

In 1819 Joseph Goodrich located on Vandermark's creek

and opened the first store in the town. He afterward built

an ashery and also kept a tavern . A few years later Benja

min Powers built a grist - mill near the site of Thomas

Bliven's cheese factory . Between 1820 and 1825 Uriah
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The village now contains two stores , one steam -mill, two

blacksmith shops, one carriage shop and two churches.

THE PHILIP'S CREEK METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH .

Goodrich built a saw -mill on the farm on which William

Tucker now lives . He also carried on a cabinet shop .

About the same time Abraham Walldorff built a saw -mill on

Philip's creek , where he also opened a tavern , which had a

large patronage . At an early day Ray Green built an

ashery on the Vandermark road , on land now owned by

Gardner Tucker. Afterward Orrin Sprague built a black

smith shop on the farm now occupied by D. B. Lanphear,

and owned by Milo Burdick's estate and W. C. Burdick. At

an early day a saw -mill was built by one Scriptor, or Scrip

ture , on the site of the one afterward owned by Alexander

Black .

THE DAIRY INTEREST IN WARD).

This church was organized as a society according to law ,

May 27th , 1850. A. Johnson , L. Bennett, J. Warrick, W.

B. Parker , E. T. Kaple, S. S. Easton and S. W. Cartwright

were elected trustees. It was named the Balurma society.

In 1851 an effort was made to build a house of worship.

Subscriptions amounting to $ 730 were received , and Jesse

Warrick contracted to build the house. It was dedicated

December 28th , 1852. Among the local preachers who

served the society at an early day were Eliphalet Johnson,

Lewis Dunning and Elder Kaple, of Andover, and at a

later date Jesse Warrick and Ahira Johnson. Among the

circuit preachers who have supplied the church at different

times were Revs . A. G. Terry, -Conant ; J. S. Martin , 1844 ;

S. Benjamin , A. D. Burlingame, W. Bradley, C. Gould, and

W. Haskell . Those named labored with the church before

1852 , the following since that date : Revs. V. Brownell, C.

Bush, W. M. Haskell , Jonathan Post, Lewis Bendall ,

Guernsey, J. J. Turten, Jackson , C. Rowley, Pingrey, Day

ton , Mering and perhaps others.

Vandermark class of the M. E. church, Scio circuit, was

first organized during the winter of 1857-58 , during the pas

torate of the Rev. Mr. Rosay . Rufus Gillett is class leader

and Rev. J. T. Brown preacher in charge.was

22 .

PHILIP'S CREEK UNIVERSALIST CHURCH .

As soon as the country became cleared to any extent the

farmers of Ward engaged in raising stock and in the manu

facture of butter and cheese. The introduction of the fac

tory system has greatly increased the amount of cheese pro

duced, and the cheese making interest has become the most

important one of the town, the cheese produced exceeding

in value all other products.

The Philip's Creek factory was built in 1865 by Andrew

Baker, It is now owned by Ockerman & Fuller. It is one

of the leading factories of the county , as it receives the milk

of about six hundred cows. The greatest amount of milk

received in a single day was 15,000 pounds. The number of

cheeses made per day in the height of the season

The Vandermark factory was built in 1866 by Thomas

& Bliven . It is under the supervision of Gilbert Bliven .

It receives the milk of upward of eight hundred cows,

and the cheese manufactured stards well in the mar

ket . In 1878 the number of cheeses made per day in the

height of the season was 10 ; number of pounds of milk taken

in per day, from 6,000 to 7,000 . The Babbitt cheese fac

tory was built in 1873. It is located on the farm of the late

D. H. Babbitt, and is under the management of M. P. Bab

bitt . Owing to its location its patronage is not extensive,

but its products are ranked as first -class, and are bought to a

considerable extent in neighboring villages for the home

trade . The average number of cows kept in Ward in 1874

was 1,150 ; 1875 , 1,197 ; the number of cows whose milk was

sent to factory in 1874 was ģ03 ; 1875 , 970 ; amount of but

ter made in families in 1874, 34,869 pounds; cheese made

in families, 2,200 pounds.

The Philip's Creek Universalist Church was organized as

a society in July, 1845 , the number of members being at that

time thirty -two. Sanford Beach, Ira Baker and Harry Lewis

were the first trustees, and Harvey Thompson was the first

clerk . The house of worship was built in 1849. George

Walldorff donated the lot on which the building stands . It

was built under the supervision of C. M. Rice, at a cost of

about $800 , and was dedicated during the winter of 1849-50.

Rev. O. B. Clark preached for the society from the time of

its organization up to 1853 , when he was succeeded by Rev.

Jason Lewis, who preached for the church two years . Rev.

I. K. Richardson succeeded Mr. Lewis and remained with

the society until January 22nd , 1860. Mr Richardson was

1ollowed by Wellington Sisson , and he, in turn, by Rev. Mr.

Payne, who preached for the society about 1865. Since 1865

the society has not maintained regular services . Rev. F. M.

Alvord has preached for the society occasionally , for many

years .

PHILIP'S CREEK VILLAGE.

THE WESLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH .

The beginning of the village was a log house built and

occupied by Isaac Hotaling between 1830 and 1835. Silas

W. Cartwright built a log house in October, 1838, into which

he at once moved . In the following spring he fitted up a

portion of the house for a store, and commenced business

with a small stock of goods . He also carried on an ashery.

A short time previous Alexander Crandall had built a saw

mill near where W. P. Button's mill now stands . Soon

after the formation of the town of Ward a steam grist -mill

was built. John Lewis, George Walldorff, S. W. Cartwright,

Daniel Fuller, David Lanphear and others were the first

proprietors. It was at one time damaged by the explosion

of the boiler. It was finally destroyed by fire and never

rebuilt . The mill of W. P. Button & Son was built in 1874 .

The Philip's Creek Wesleyan Methodist Church was or

ganized October 24th, 1847. Dr. Asa Crandall was chosen

class leader . Including those who joined soon after, the.

number of members was twenty -three. Revs. F. R. Mastin,

Southard and Phinney were the clergymen who officiated at

the formation of the society. The church building,which was

erected in 1860 , is a neat gothic structure. It was built upon

land donated by Anson C. Hall , and is located about two

miles below Philip's Creek village . Among the clergymen who

had charge of the church at different times were Revs . F. R.

Mastin, S. Phinney, Peter Norris , Z. T. Petty, Alanson Bix

by, Palmer, G. W. Scudder, W. Royce, Ira Weaver and

C. Swift .
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Philander R. Ames was born in Nanticoke , Broome

county, N. Y. , February 9th , 1836. He came to Ward in

1858, and bought the farm on which he now resides . He

owns 10772 acres of land . He was married to Miss Harriet

Black, of Scio , November 20th , 1855 ; she died in 1862. He

afterward married Miss Sarah J. Mead, of Bolivar . He is a

successful farmer, having cleared most of his farm and

erected a commodious dwelling, and other farm buildings .

He has filled the office of pourmaster several years in suc

cession . His post-office is Scio .

Merrick P. Babbitt was born in Ward, July 15th, 1839 .

He was married to Miss Elizabeth Brodie, December 25th ,

1861. He is engaged in farming, and is also proprietor of

the " Babbitt Cheese Factory," which he built in 1873. He

learned the trade of carpenter and joiner, and has been en

gaged in that business to some extent . He has filled the

office of assessor ; he has also served as justice of the peace

four years and has been re -elected . He is a class-leader in

the M. E. church . Post-office, Scio.

GEORGE A. BLACK , son of Alexander Black , was born in

Broome county, N.Y. , December 5th , 1828. His father moved

to Ward when George was three years old . He was the old

est son , and when quite young he worked the mill and took

charge of the business while his father was away on his trips

down the river with lumber. In 1852 he went to California

across the plains, before there was a single white settler in

Kansas, remaining two years and returning by way of the

Isthmus. He was married March 20th , 1858, to Miss Julia

Allen , of Alfred . He owns two hundred acres of land , and

also manages the farm of his father, who on account of

failing health has turned over to him the management of

his affairs, and he has thus been able to relieve him of busi

ness cares. He has served the town in various official cap

acities . Post office, Scio .

Mrs. Mary A. Carpenter, daughter of Chauncey Clarke,

was born June 29th , 1857 . She has been a student at

Alfred University, and has been employed as a teacher in

the common schools of the vicinity . She was married to

C. Carpenter January 2nd, 1878.

Mrs. Mary A. Cline, who was a native of Tipperary ,

Ireland , came to America in September, 1848. She married

Lawrence Cline in November, 1851. He was a farmer and

lumberman . After residing some years at Belmont, where

he was in the employ of Philip Church, they settled on the

farın on which Mrs. Cline now resides. Mr. Cline, who was a

native of Longford county, Ireland, came to America about

1844, and died in March, 1858. The family are of the Cath .

olic faith .

Edward Cline, son of Lawrence Cline, was born in March ,

1856 . He is a farmer and manages the farm on which his

father first settled . Post - office, Belmont.

Patrick Cline , a native of Longford county, Ireland , was

born in 1802 and crossed the Atlantic in 1825. He worked

ten years on the public works in Pennsylvania, after which

he settled on the farm on which he has now resided over

forty years, most of which he has cleared himself. He was

married November 15th , 1837 , to Miss Bridget Scully , of

Utica, N. Y. He was one of the first settlers in what is

known as the " Irish settlement," being preceded only by P.

Quinn and John Crosby. He is engaged in agricultural

pursuits . Post -office, Belmont.

S. B. Easton , son of Stephen Easton , was born in Ward,

February 19th , 1845. He is one of the prominent farmers.

of the town . He has served the town as collecto“ one term .

His post office address is Philip's Creek .

William P. Button was born in Chenango county, N. Y. ,

in 1822 . He located in West Almond in 1851 , and in Ward

in 1861 . In 1874 he built the mill owned by himself and

his son , W. H. Button, who was born in West Almond in

1852 , and who was married to Miss Mary Bentley July 5th ,

1871. They are both carpenters and joiners.

James T. Green was born in Andover, March 21st , 1838 .

His father afterward moved into Ward . He was married to

Miss Harriet Johnson , daughter of Eliphalet Johnson , in

1855. He is one of the leading farmers and stock breeders

of Ward. His post -office is Philip's creek . Miss Martha A.

Green was born in Ward, in 1856. She has been a student

of Alfred University several terms and has been employed as

a teacher in the common schools of the town .

John Lewis was born in Lyle, Broome county , N. Y. , in

1826. His father, Henry Lewis , moved to West Almond in

1832 , and died in that town in 1846. From the age of four

teen to twenty he worked in woolen mills , working five years

in a factory at Angelica and one year in a factory at Rush.

ford . He afterward became a farmer and lumberman . He

married Miss Mary McGibeny, a daughter of George McGib

eny , May 29th , 1848 , and has resided near Philip's Creek since

1860. He has held the offices of highway, commissioner, as

sessor and constable. He has a farm of two hundred and

forty - four acres and a dairy of over thirty cows. Post-office,

Philip's Creek .

Stephen H. McOmber, son of Elijah McOmber, was born

in that portion of Amity now included in Ward, in 1833. He

is engaged in agricultural pursuits and owns a farm of eighty

acres in Amity. Mr. McOmber has had an extended experi

ence as a teacher of common schools, and takes a deep in .

terest in the public schools of his own immediate vicinity and

of the town .

William Ockerman was born in Nichols, Tioga county,

N. Y. , January 8th , 1843. He came to Scio in 1858. He was

a member of Company G, 64th N. Y. volunteers, during the

Rebellion , and took part in some of the bloodiest battles of

the war. Mrs. Addie Ockerman was born in Alfred, and is

a daughter of Calvin Hall , Esq ., now a resident of Scio. She

was a student of Alfred University three years, and is an ex

perienced and successful teacher.

Gilbert Bliven , son of Beriah Bliven , was born in Ward

April 16th , 1833. He was married February 14th , 1863 , to

Miss Harriet A. Reynolds , of Ward, who was a daughter of

N. H. Reynolds . He is a farmer and cheese manufacturer.

He has filled the office of highway commissioner six years.

William Riley Tucker, a son of William Tucker, was born

in Ward, November 27th , 1853. He was a student of Alfred

University several terms . He was married January 1st , 1875 ,

to Miss Charlotte E. Ives, who was a daughter of John Ives,

of West Almond, and was born December 12th , 1852. Mr.

Tucker has a farm of one hundred and forty -seven acres.

He has served as inspector of election two years. Post-office,

Alfred Centre .



THE TOWN OF WELLSVILLE..

HIS town was originally embraced within the

boundaries of Scio ; Andover was taken from

Independence, Willing from Independence and

Scio, and Wellsville was formed from Scio, An

dover and Willing, November 22nd, 1855 .

The first white man known to settle in this town

(which at the time of his advent was part and parcel

of Genesee county) was Nathaniel Dyke, a graduate of

Yale College, who during the Revolutionary struggle was

attached to the staff of General Joseph Warren, at Boston ,

Mass. , and was subsequently upon the staff of General

George Washington . It seems almost like a myth to be

told that a grantuate of old Yale, and an honored member

of the military families of both Generals Warren and Wash

ington , should ostracise himself from the high and fashionable

society in which his education , social and military qualifica

tions must have placed him , and cast his lot in a dense wil .

derness, away from society and friends. But then , there is

none so well fitted to open a new country as the man of

education and experience, and the social qualities which

are the natural accompaniment of the other two.
He was a

native of Connecticut, and when he first struck out from

his native town and State he located at Tioga Point, Pa . ,

from whence he came to this town in the spring of 1795 ,

and located on the banks of what is known as Dyke's creek ,

near the center of the town . His education and military

experience well fitted him to become the pioneer settler.

At or about the beginning of the present century set

tlers began to locate in some number in the town , and more

especially along the valley of the Genesee river. Quite a

number also settled along the valley of Dyke's creek , some

at Stannard's Corners, in the south part of the town , and

others in Fulmer valley, on the east side of the town . In

1816 William Foster and his son Asa came in from Onon

daga county, and located near what is known as Stannard's

Corners.

They were the first settlers in that locality . The son Asa

has since lived there and has followed hunting and trapping

for an occupation. From that time forward the settlement

of the town continued to increase at a rapid rate, until the

population reached 4,247 in 1875 , nearly double that of any

other town in the county . In 1830 Charles Rowley settled

on a farm just northwest of the village of Wellsville , on the

west side of the river road . In 1842 Jeremiah Sheehan

purchased the farm where he now lives, east of the village

of Wellsville, on lot number 38. William Bellamy, a native

of Scio, located in this town , on the farm where he now re

sides, in 1849. Ira Niles came in 1845 from Bloomfield, N. Y. ,

and located on a farm formerly owned by William Coats.

In 1851 there was quite an accession to the population of the

town ; among those arriving was James Tracy, a native of

Ireland , who located on the farm where he now resides:

Henry Brarder and Christopher Grastorf, both natives of

Germany, located here in 1851 on the farms owned and

occupied by them. In 1853 Jacob Rauber, a native of

Wirtemburg, purchased a farm of E. A. Smith , where he lo

cated and still resides. The same year William H. Grastorf,

of Hanover, Germany, located on a farm in this town . C.

C. Horn , also from Hanover, purchased and located on a

farm here in 1852. These are some of the more enterpris

ing farmers who settled in the boundaries of this town pre

vious to its being set off as a separate municipality .

Rachael Dyke, born in 1805 , was the first child born in

what is now the town of Wellsville.

The first school was taught in 1814 by Ithamer Brookings,

near the east line of the town .

The first log house was built by Nathaniel Dyke, in the

spring of 1795

The first frame house erected in the town of Wellsville

was built by Samuel Palmer, on the lot in front of the

present residence of A. N. Cole, Esq . , east of the village of

Wellsville .

The first death in this town was that of Thomas Brink, in

1807 .

During the early years the few settlers in the vicinity of

Wellsville depended generally on wild game and fish for

their meat ; these were obtained with very little effort. In

the fall of 1829, while Charles Rowley and his father, as re

lated by the former, were looking for a location , they called

at a shanty to see if they could get lodgings for the night.

The first object that presented itself to their view, on open

ing the door, was a large deer, stretched on the floor and

well nigh filling all the spare room there was in the shanty ;

and the man of the house at work dressing his game. There

were no lodgings to be had ; the man , however, directed

them to a place not far distant , where they found quarters

for the night and a supper consisting of corn bread (or

johnny cake), excellent potatoes and meat .

In the spring of 1830 the Rowleys located just below the

plot where Wellsville now stands. One day their attention

was attracted by a tremendous squawking, and on reaching

the bank of the Genesee the stream , for a space, appeared

to be alive with wild geese. The river abounded with ducks

and fish ; of the latter a supply for the table could be ob

tained in a few moments at any time, and as to venison,

there was no difficulty in obtaining an abundance until the

scream of the engine was heard ringing through the valley .

One night in the winter of 1831 and 1832 Mr. Rowley and

his father were aroused by a terrible howling of the wolves .

They arose to listen to the outcry, with which the midnight

air fairly vibrated ; on going out in the morning it was evi
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dent that a pack of wolves had run down a deer and suc

ceeded in making it their prey, within a few rods of the

house, but there was scarcely a vestige left-only now and

then a piece of the pelt, or a hoof, or bone — to tell the

story of the poor panting creature's fate,

A Lost Man .

of cutting about four hundred thousand feet of lumber an

nually. Lewis's steam saw- mill cuts annually about one

million feet of lumber. The mill is located at Stannard's

Corners, on the Chenunda creek , in the south part of the

town. Johnson's steam saw -mill cuts annually one million

feet of lumber, besides three hundred thousand lath . It is

located a mile and a half west of the village of Wellsville .

Charles Duke & Co.'s steam saw -mills are capable of cut

ting one and a half million feet of lumber annually, besides

eight hundred thousand lath and half a million shingles.

In 1874 the Wellsville cheese factory, about a mile east

of Wellsville, was built by Messrs. Hakes, Hills & Co. It

is capable of making cheese from the milk of six hundred

Cows . There were in 1875 957 cows in the town, and the

milk of 221 was taken to the factory , and made into cheese.

There were 72,621 pounds of butter made in families.

POPULATION .

Not only in enterprise but in population has this town out

stripped others in the county. While other towns have barely

held their own , and still others have lost heavily . Wellsville

has not only held its own, but has nearly doubled in popula .

tion since its first census, in 1860. It had then 2.432 inhabis

tants ; in the next five years the number had run up to 3,070 ;

another five years gave the town by 1870 an additional 711 ,

placing the population at 3,781 ; in 1875 it had increased to

4,247 , a little over one -tenth of the population of the whole

county:

Town MEETINGS AND THEIR RESULTS.

In the month of April , 1833 , while there was yet some

snow and ice in the forest , a man of some ninety years of

age, as was supposed by his friends , wandered from the foot

path that led from his son's, with whom he lived , to his

grandson's, and strayed into the forest . When his son's

family , who had been absent through the day , returned and

found the old gentleman gone , they went to his grandson's,

and not finding him there, came to Mr. Rowley's house

and gave the alarm . The inmates immediately prepared

torches and started in the evening twilight , and continued a

fruitless search until late in the night when , fatigued and

discouraged, they retreated to wait for the day . In the

morning the forces that could be raised in the immediate

vicinity collected , and , after consultation as to the probable

direction that the lost man would take , started, hoping soon

to make discoveries that should satisfy them fully as to his

course; but very little satisfaction was obtained from that

day's search . However, upon a general consultation it was

decided that the discoveries made were sufficient to justify

the conclusion that the party had started in the right direc

tion . The next day, with considerable addition to their

numbers, they renewed the search , occasionally finding

some additional signs, but not sufficient to put the matter

beyond doubt . Thus the search went on , with the forces

increasing, and interest rising day after day , until the con

clusion was reached that the old gentleman must be dead ,

from the severity of the cold nights, or by fatigue and ex

haustion , and some even expressed the thought that violent

hands might have been laid on him . Finally, on the eighth

day, it was decided to pursue a different course of search :

to form a line of march along the highway , beginning at

Dyke's creek , as far south as the line would extend by hav

ing the men so near to each other that every rod of ground

should be thoroughly canvassed . At the same time a com

pany under the leadership of Willard Adams, from the town

of Andover, was organized to start in from Shoemaker's

Corners, to march in a southerly direction until they should

come in contact with the line formed on the river road .

On the ninth day the lost man was discovered , prostrate on

the ground, and , wonderful to relate, still alive . The signal

that he was found was soon communicated through the en

tire line , and the whole forces rushed in like a torrent from

the hillside , to learn the joyful and surprising intelligence .

MANUFACTURING INTERESTS.

At the first town ineeting, held at the house of Harmon

Van Buren on the 4th of March , 1856, the following persons

were elected to the several offices for wbich they were can

didates : Supervisor, J. Milton Mott ; town clerk , Jonathan

Wyatt; justices of the peace,Zenas H. Jones,Samuel Sturgess

Levi S. Thomas and Alanson Holt ; assessors , E. W. Niles

and W. H. H. Wyllys; collector, Hiram Parish ; constables,

Hiram Parish , Daniel G. Sterling, George A. Farnum , Clark

C. Abbott and Eben E. Enos; overseers of the poor, Har

mon Van Buren and Elijah Stowell ; commissioners of high

ways , C. L. Farnum , S. O. Thomas and David June.

The names of those persons who have served the town as

supervisor and town clerk, with the years of such service, are

as follows :

Supervisors. — 1857, Zenas H. Jones ; 1858 , Carlton L.

Farnum ; 1859-61 , William S. Johnson ; 1862 , I. W. Fassett ;

1863 , Hiram York ; 1864-66 , Adolphus Howard ; 1867 , 1869

72 , 1874, Samuel Baldwin ; 1868, no election , tie vote ; 1873 ,

John Carpenter; 1875 , 1876 , Wheeler Hakes ; 1877-79 ,

Dickinson Clark .

Town Clerks.-- 1857-62, 1864-67 , Dwight Goodrich ; 1863 ,

Lucius M. Purple; 1868-73 , E. B. Curtis; 1874 , 1875 , Frank

L. Elliott ; 1876-79, Carlton L. Farnum .

WELLSVILLE VILLAGE.

The first grist and saw -miils built in this town were

erected by Nathaniel Dyke, in 1803 , on Dyke's creek , near

the east line of the town . As the lumber interest developed

and became profitable, and as the demand increased , other

and larger mills became a necessity , and a number were

erected . Hakes & Williams's steam saw - mill , situated on.

Dyke's creek , east of the village of Wellsville , cuts three mil

lion feet of lumber per annum, besides a large amount of

shingles and lath . Mead's steam saw-mill , located about

three miles east of the village of Wellsville, has a capacity

Fifty years ago the place where Wellsville now rears its

spires heavenward was covered with a forest . In the fall of

1831 the road on the south side of Dyke's creek was opened .

The first horse team that passed along it was driven by
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Zenas H. Jones, who had to wait near the residence of Mr.

Proctor for the logs to be rolled out of the road in advance

of his team , so he could drive through, about the time he

came into town in 1832) , and located between the present

villages of Wellsville and Scio . The only route to this point

for teams was by way of Almond and Angelica , and from

there up the road opened by Judge Church, who at that time

owned all of the land in Wellsville below " the Seely place,''

on the easterly line of which now stands the residence of E.

M. Shepard .

BUSINESS BEGINNINGS.

Settlement where the village now is was begun in 1831 .

Reuben Kent, Harmon Van Buren , James C. Fosburg and

Gardiner Wells were the pioneers . Fosburg's log house the

first in the village) was erected where the residence of Zenas

H. Jones now stands, sometime in 1831. Van Buren built

a log house on the ground now occupied by the kitchen of

the Fassett House.

Silas Hills and a well remembered early business man

named Tuttle came a little later. Hills exposed some goods

for sale in Van Buren's house , thus opening the first store in

Wellsville, in 1832 .

Kent, Wells & Tuttle , before the close of that year, be

gun the erection of a grist - mill and a saw-mill . The former

structure in 1837 passed into the possession of E. A. Smith ,

after having been owned by various parties. It was repaired

in 1861 and in 1864 sold to Swift & Phillips. In 1865 the

dam was swept away in a firod, but was promptly repaired .

In the spring of 1868 a portion of the dam was carried off by

another freshet, but it was replaced without delay. At this

time the pioneer grist - mill had six runs of stones and a grind

ing capacity of nine hundred bushels per week . It has since

been abandone , and for several years has been in use as a

cheese factory. The saw- mill afterward became the property

of Mr. B. Jefferson and was at last torn down. At the date of

the building of the mill the village site was covered with a

dense pine forest , and the first stock of logs designed for

manufacture into lumber in that establishment was obtained

by clearing that portion of the land now embraced within the

limits of the corporation which surrounded the improvements

of Messrs. Kent, Wells & Tuttle.

In the autumn of 1832 Harmon Van Buren opened his

house as a tavern . Across the end of his bar -room was a

huge Dutch fire -place, with a capacious chimney, through

which the guests could see the tops of the pine trees out

lined against the sky . A barn used by Van Buren at that

time stands back of the store of E. B. Curtis, and is utilized

as a store house .

Dr. George B. Jones, the first physician in the village,

came about 1832 and was appointed postmaster in 1833 .

mons's Opera House, but at the rear of the location of

Wright's photograph gallery, and which was provided with a

mammoth fireplace similar in style to those in vogue

among the Pennsylvania Dutch . These fireplaces were built

with merely a stone wall at the back , in which was inserted

one end of a curved stick , five or six inches in diameter, at

each side of the fireplace, at the height of five or six feet

from the floor, with the other end resting against a beam

that supported the chamber floor, at which point another

stick of timber was placed crosswise for the front part of the

chimney, which was built on the wall and these three tim.

bers . A large hearth of stone or clay completed the fire

place. In this primitive school -house Miss Huldah Hall

was duly installed as teacher, and , it is but justice to state ,

enjoyed the reputation of showing " neither fear nor favor "

to pupils, old or young. It will not be unsafe to presume

that her school was by no means a large one. One who was

familiar with the schools of the village at the period of which

we write and a little later says : " The scholars commenced

in their ' a b c'in either Webster's or Cobb's spelling

book , crept gradually up through the ' a-b, ab, ' into ' baker, '

then into words of three syllables, and so on through the

book, learning everything thoroughly as they passed along.

The ' Old English Reader ' was next brought into requisi

tion , and writing and arithmetic, with a limited quantity of

geography and grammar, completed the course."

that “ the old practice of teaching and enforcing good man

ners was regarded as important."

The school-house was also used as a meeting-house or

church . Where the young were assisted during the week in

“ climbing the hill of science," the way to eternal life was

pointed out to both old and young on the Sabbath . The

Baptists held regular services there for quite a length of

time after their first organization in 1834. James C. Fos

burg and Robert Wells and their families , and other early

settlers, were prominent in that denomination . There were

some Methodists in the settlement, and their itinerant

preachers often held services in the " old log school-house,

as it came to be known in after days . In 1837 this well re

membered reminder of the pioneer period of the history of

the village was superseded by a framed building, which was

erected on the lot where Mrs. Baldwin's house now stands,

and which was burned in 1842. Another school -house was

finished in 1844 , and was removed to give place to the pres

ent union graded school -house , being subsequently used as

a place of business, and disappearing with many other old

landmarks in the fire of February, 1867 .

The second log house in the village was erected on the

river bank , opposite the residence of Zenas H. Jones , on lot

number 4. The first framed house was built early in 1833

by Gardiner Wells, on the road now known as Main street,

almost directly across from Zenas H. Jones's , where the local

ity is rendered recognizable by a slight depression in the

ground . The oldest house in Wellsville is the England

house, opposite the engine house, which was built in 1835

by A. M. Taylor. It has since been remodeled and has ac

commodated more families than any other ten residences in

town . The next oldest framed house in the village is the

one in which Mr. Jones now lives ( built in 1841 ) , which

serves to exhibit the style of architecture popular at the date

of its erection , and , with the older building first mentioned,

s one of the few links connecting the Wellsville of the past

THE FIRST SCHOOL-LATER IMPROVEMENTS.

The town of Wellsville was not set off from Scio, An

dover and Willing until years after the pioneer period of

which we are writing . In 1832 the annual town meeting of

the old town of Scio was held in the then new settlement,

which has since grown to the thriving village of Wellsville .

The settlers all along the river in that part of the county

were present, and during the day resolved themselves into a

“ raising bee " for the purpose of erecting a log school -house,

which they put up on the corner opposite the site of Sim
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with the Wellsville of the present which have not been oblit

erated by one of the many disastrous fires which have visited

the village from time to time. The first brick residence in

the village was erected by J. Hoyt in 1860. Norman Perry

built the first store in 1838 , on the Simmons Opera House

corner. It subsequently became a part of the Gillett block ,

which was burned in 1867. There was little perceptible

growth in the village from this time on until the survey of

the Erie Railway in 1840-41 , at which time there was a con

siderable influx of strangers, a few of whom resided perma

nently in the village, and most of whom have long since

gone away ; who were attracted by the brilliant promise of

prosperity at this place when the railroad should be in ope

ration , but grew tired of waiting during the interval of ten

years between its survey and its completion . During the

period of their sojourn Wellsville enjoyed a fleeting season

of prosperity, which was but the foreshadowing of the more

stable prosperity of the future. Even as late as 1848 there

was not a regular store in the village, and for months Wil

liam E. Armstrong was the only “ store-keeper " there ; and

one hundred acres would have embraced all the cleared

land in the vicinity. State street, which crosses the river,

was then only a log road running through the pine timber

to the “ west road." But previous to this date it had become

evident that the Erie Railway would be completed to the

lakes, and Wellsville had begun to feel the energizing influ

ence of an influx of men of means and enterprise, which con

tinued for a number of years with unabated rapidity and

has never entirely ceased . E. A. Smith was early in the

village . Zenas H. Jones moved in from the town in

1841. Samuel Palmer came the next year. E. J. Farnum

and W. H. Stoddard were new comers between 1845 and

1850, and John Carpenter, Carlton L. Farnum, George

Howe and Isaac W. Fassett came in the last mentioned year,

and Adolphus Howard not long afterward. They were fol

lowed by A. A. Goodliff, in 1851 ; J. J. S. Lee , Thomas L.

Smith, L. Sweet and Hiram York, in 1852 ; Duncan S. Mc

Ewen and William A. Baldwin , in 1854 ; Sumner Bald

win , I. N. Stoddard and Samuel Carpenter, in 1855 ; H.

H. Nye, M. D. , in 1855 or 1856 ; and C. H. Fredericks, in

1858. Other since prominent business men have come in at

a period during and subsequent to the war, prominent

among them T. Frank Fisher, in 1861 ; 0. P. Taylor , in

1865 , B. C. Rude, in 1867 , and C. H. Simmons, in 1869 .

In 1850 the cars came, and Wellsville awoke to a new

life—a career of enterprise and progress ; full of reverses,

but successful . From the petty hamlet which sent each

winter loads of “ clear pine " on sleighs to Dansville. Liv

ingston county, and in exchange brought back pork and flour,

on which the hardy people subsisted , it grew to be an active

bustling market, where the produce of a large and rapidly

improving section of country was gathered and sent to the

great centers of commerce.

The first gun shop was opened by J. S. Pittenger in 1851 ,

and the first meat market by F. Wack in the same year.

The first singing school was taught by Ambrose Van Cam

pen. The first teacher of instrumental music was a Mrs.

McAuley, who had a piano in 1851. The first piano was

brought into Wellsville by Mr. E. A. Smith in 1837. The first

musical instrument used in a choir was a bass viol, played

by Dr. H. M. Sheerar, in Metropolitan Hall , where the Con

gregational church first held services ( 1856) . The first reed

instrument used in church was a melodeon in the First

Congregational church , played by Miss Addie Stoddard , in

1858. The first pipe organ was in the Baptist church, and

W. H. Coats of the Baptist choir was the first chorister.

The first Sunday-school superintendent was Mr. Dwight

Goodrich .

The first select school was taught by a Miss Gilman.

The first cabinet shop was kept by W. H. Coats; the

first hardware store and tin shop by J. L. Smith , 1851 ; the

first harness shop by John B. Clark , 1851 ; the first wagon

shop by Zelotus A. Bronson , 1851. The building that was

used for that purpose is now ( 1879) in the rear of the

post -office.

The first temperance society formed in the town was or

ganized in 1834. Zenas H. Jones and wife were the first to

sign the pledge .

The first kerosene lamp was brought into the village by

I. N. Stoddard, Esq . , in November, 1856. The oil was so

black ind offensive while burning that few could tolerate

its use .

The first coal stove and therefore the use of coal as fuel

was introduced by Hoyt & Lewis, who put such a stove

into their dry goods store in 1857 .

The delivery of goods to customers free of charge was

done first by Alexander Smith , a prosperous grocer of Wells

ville.

The first brick business place was built by H. York, in

1868 ; it is now ( 1879) occupied by Hoyt & Lewis as a bank

ing office. The first stone pavement was laid by H. York,

in front of the banking office, corner of Main and Furnace

streets. The first cobble -stone pavement was built by S. D.

Davis, in front of the post-office, in August, 1875 .

The first time the camera was used in Wellsville it was

focussed by Mr. Edward Elwell . Mr. J. A. Rider, who lo

cated in Wellsville in 1868 , introduced stereoscopic views.

The first fruit stand was erected by Alexander Shafer.

The first regular news office was opened by H. M. Sheerar

in 1863. He sold out to Mr. Simpson. Then A. S. Still

man took it , and the firm of Stillman & Very now keep it.

The first tailor was Mr. Badger, whose shop was about

where Baldwin & Brothers ' bank now is .

The first drayman was Mr. Eli Johnson . The second was.

William Spicer, who was competent to answer all the de

mansd of the village when he started, in 1851. There are now

six draymen who find steady employment; while almost every

dry goods and grocery store has a private conveyance for

delivering goods to customers.

The first regular hotel was kept by Mr. H. Van Buren in

1832 , and he at about the same time started the first

omnibus.

In 1867 , during the months of April and May, there

were thirty - seven consecutive days on which rain ſell, May

29th being the thirty -seventh day .

A CHAPTER OF FIRST THINGS.

A local annalist has presented the following curious re

cord of first events and institutions in Wellsville :

The first locomotive and passenger train on the N. Y. and

E. Railway went through Wellsville on February 12th , 1851 ,

about noon , going west. There was one passenger car, and

the train was a great wonder to the people. The first track

Iker was Mr. Ward Stanton , 1851 .W
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June ist , 1870 , the Free Press was printed by steam-by

James Fish - on the first power press put up in Allegany

county .

The first “ protracted religious meeting ” in Wellsville

was held by the Methodist circuit riders in a log school

house near McEwen Bros ' shop . The Presbyterian church

of Wellsville held its first meetings in the ball room of the

Shingler House, opposite John B. Clark's store .

property of Mr. A. R. Hill) are known as Hill's tanneries.

The combined business of these three establishments is im

mense, affording employment to a large number of men and

offering a market for thousands of cords of hemlock bark,

which is peeled and drawn in from the surrounding country.

The Wellsville marble works, James Thornton's harnessman

ufactory , and several paint , wagon, blacksmith and other

mechanics' shops comprise such of the manufacturing inter

ests of the village as have not previously been mentioned .

MANUEACTURING ENTERPRISE.

BLOCKS.

*****

***

Most of the principal business blocks and buildings of

the present day were built since the destructive fires of

1867 , 1871 and 1872. Pioneer block , the first brick block

erected in the southeast end of the village, was built by

Fassett & Simmons, in 1868 ; Central block , by Alexander

Smith, H. Alger and W. H. Plum , in 1868-69 ; Brown's

block , by A. S. Brown ; Union block , by E. B. Tullar, Hoyt

& Lewis, and E. B. Hall , and Barnes's block , by York &

Chamberlain and Judd & Birnes , in 1859 ; the Keystone

block, by C. H. Simmons; Odd Fellows' Hall, by Thomas

Pullar; the Fassett House block , by I. W. Fassett ; Genesee

block, by C. H. Simmons; Masonic Hall , by Thomas Pullar;

the Mansard block , by C. H. Simmons and the Scoville

block, by L. A. Scoville , in 1871 ; and the post - office block ,

by L. D. Davis, Coats's block, by W. H. Coats , and the

fire proof block , by I. W. Fassett , in 1872. Other promi

nent buildings in the village are knɔwn as the Wilcox , New

England, Macken , England, Opera House, Keystone, Car

penter's, and N. Johnston blocks and China Hall هد.

* sect :

BANKS, LAWYERS AND PHYSICIANS.

Succeeding the construction of the railroad was the intro

duction of capital and manufactoring enterprise , which have

borne no small part in the prosperity of the village. Promi

nent among the manufactories established during the period

referred to was the machine shop of Sweet , Whittaker & Co. ,

who began business in 1852. In 1854 Mr. Sweet removed to

Dansville, Livingston county, and remained until 1860 , when

he returned to find that very little business had been done

during his absence . He purchased the shop and did a large

business in the manufacture of boilers , engines and mill ma

chinery, until 1873. when he made a specialty of the " Iron

Slave " engines. In 1876 he dropped this branch of manu

facture and turned his attention to the manufacture of the

Royce reaper, in which he has since continued, increasing

the business from year to year .

Smith & Williams engaged in a general machinists' busi

ness subsequent to 1850. Duncan McEwen , who had been

in their employ as foreman since 1854 , begun business for

himself in Coats's cabinet shop, on a small scale, a lathe and

drilling machine comprising his machinery. His business had

increased by 1861 to such an extent that he found it neces

sary to erect a building for his sole use , in which he put the

first wool-carding mill ever set up in Wellsville . After the

death of Mr. McEwen , in 1864, the business was conducted

by his widow until 1868 , when their sons, John and W. R.

McEwen, formed a partnership under the firm name of Mc

Ewen Brothers, and engaged extensively in the manufacture

of plows, horse powers and wood -zawing machines, and later,

of iron fronts for brick and sione buildings. Their establish

ment was burned in 1876,but was at once rebuilt. The prod

ucts of this manufactory are portable and stationary en

gines , circular saw -mills, boilers, horse powers and store

fronts. The business of Coats Brothers was established early

in the manufacturing history of the village by their father,

Welcome H. Coats . This firm Uow manufactures and deals

in fine furniture very extensively. The sash , door and blind

factory of Clark & Easton was originally established by Dic

kinson Clark , several years since . Doty Brothers ' carriage

shop, Goodliff's saw -mill, Walker's planing mill and Swift's

grist - mill are among the older manufacturing establishments

of the village . Wheeler's planing mill, Brown's planiny-mill,

Jackson & Co.'s hair washing establishment and Magner

Brothers' carriage manufactory are of later date, the latter

having been removed from Elm Valley a few years since .

Christopaer H. Fredericks beamed the first side of sole

leather ever beamed in Wellsville , January ist , 1858. The

oldest of the large tanneries in the village is that known as

the Wellsville tannery, which was built in 1859-60 .

comple:ed and business begun in October of the latter year.

It hai then a capacity of two hundred vats, which has since

been increased to five hundred . Since that date two other

large establishments have been erected , both of which the

33
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A banking office was opened in 1856 , by Hoyt, Lewis &

Russell . In 1860 Mr. Russell withdrew from the firm and

the business has since been conducted by Hoyt & Lewis ,

Baldwin Brothers' bank , known as the Wellsville Bank , was

established by W. A. & Sumner Baldwin , in 1868.

Probably the earliest lawyer who settled permanently in

Wellsville was Sheldon Brewster, in 1845. Zenas H. Jones

located there in 1841. The following are the present resi

dent attorneys and law firms : Ira H. Jones, William F.

Jones and A. A. White, and Rude & Loveridge, Jones &

Spargur, and Jones & Farnum .

Dr. George B. Jones , who came to Wellsville in 1832

was the first resident medical practitioner. Since that date

many have come and gone; some have read with the older

of the village physicians and gone away to engage in prac

tice ; some have died. The physicians of the present day

are as follows : Randall Reed, H. H. Nye, A. E. Merriam ,

Arvis A. Elliott, Merritt , Macken and L. A. Penny, of the

allopathic school, and Drs. Freeman and Gist , homæupath

ists. Leading resident members of the dental profession

are H. M. Sheerar and J. G. Wilson .

Lide
r
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POPULATION - BROOKLYN .

It was

The more populous portion of the town of Wellsville

was taken from Scio. Little population was gained by the

annexation of thinly peopled parts of Andover and Willing.

The population of Scio in 1855 (just previous to the organi

zation of the new town ) , was 3,184, of which the village of

Wellsville contained a large share. When the next census

was taken , in 1860 , the population of Scio was 1,631 , while
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Wellsville had a population of 2,432 . At the date

of the last census enumeration , fifteen years later ( 1875 ) ,

the population of Wellsville had nearly doubled, being

4,247 , which increase may be attributed in no small degree

to the unabatated growth and prosperity of the village , a by

no means unimportant portion of which lies on the south

side of the river, and is known as Brooklyn , a nanie given

it on account of the similarity of its location with respect

to Wellsville to that of the City of Churches to the great

metropolis .

BOARD OF TRADE .

The Wellsville board of trade was organized September

12th , 1873 , by the business men of Wellsville for the pur

pose of protecting themselves against loss or damage result

ing from the credit system , which it seemed necessary to

restrict within certain limits, under a mutual understanding

between the various classes of business men of the village ;

and to promote the best interests of the place by the recom

mendation of such projects and enterprises as gave promise

of resulting for the general good .

The charter members were as follows, their names being

recognizable as those of Wellsville's leading men of capital

and enterprise :

Hoyt & Lewis, Browning Brothers, Palmer & Richards,

E. B. Tullar, H. K. Opp, H. L. Jones & Co. , Anderson ,

Otis & Co. , White & Fisher, E. B. Hall , I. W. Fassett , C.

H. Simmons, T. J. Baker, James Macken , C. Ewell , Still

man & Very , C. L. Farnum , Kendall Brothers , James Thorn

ton , O. P. Taylor, W. H. Coats & Son , M. Reckard, William

P. Decker, H. D. Treadwell , George O. Russell , W. M. & J.

Brown , L. H. Frisby, Thomas Gale, Alexander Sinith , J. C.

Noble, E. C. Palmer, A. S. Brown , M. M. Thurston and

Whitlock & Campbell .

The original officers were as follows :

J. Hoyt, president; L. S. Anderson, vice -president ; C. L.

Farnum , secretary ; H. L. Jones, treasurer; J. Hoyt, L. S.

Anderson, H. K. Opp, T. F. Fisher and John Browning,

trustees.

The officers for 1879 are as follows :

Isaac W. Fassett, president ; W. C. Kendall , vice-president;

C. L. Farnum , secretary ; Hiram L. Jones, treasurer ; I. W.

Fassett,W.C. Kendall , H. K. Opp, Julius Hoyt , T. F. Fish

er, trustees.

A board of education was then elected , consisting of

Charles Collins , Hiram York, H. M. Sheerar, George W.

Russell , William Peebles, W. H. Coats , Edmund Baldwin,

W. S. Johnson and I. W. Fassett .

The school was opened January 16th, 1860, with the fol

lowing corps of teachers :

Professor A. C. Spicer, principal ; Mrs. A. C. Spicer, as

sistant ; Mrs. J. L. Smith, intermediate department ; Miss

L. A. Wildman, primary department .

Their salaries , in the aggregate, amounted to $ 1,000 for

the school year of forty - two weeks .

The average attendance for the first term was two hundred

and eight.

April ist , 1865 , a special act of the Legislature ratified

all the previous acts of the board , and incorporated the

school , thus rendering it a legal institution .

February 27th , 1876 , the school- house was burned . A

new and more commodious one was built and completed, as

per contract , and occupied in November of the same year.

The whole cost of the building and appurtenances (includ

ing furnaces) was $7,000.

The amount paid teachers for wages for the school year

of 1879 is $ 1,820 .

The present teachers are as follows : Mr. C. B. Macken ,

principal ; Mrs. J. S. Bingham , assistant ; Mrs. George

Ellwell , intermediate department ; Miss Jennie Thornton ,

intermediate department ; Miss Mary Beecher, primary

department.

The prosent board of education is as follows : A. O.

Very, C. 0. Sullivan , J. D. Rathbun, R. A. Crittenden ,

Frederick Behrens , Dr. M. Macken, James Thornton,

Thomas Pullar and W. C. Kendall .

WELLSVILLE POSTAL HISTORY.

UNION GRADED) FREE SCHOOL.

The annual meeting of district No. 1 in 1858 adjourned

from time to time, earnestly discussing the pros and cons

relating to building a new school-house. April 12th, 1859 ,

a resolution to build was passed , and a tax of $ 1,500 voted

for that purpose. December 16th , 1859 , the superintendent

of building reported the house finished as per contract, and

presented his bill for the same ($ 1,468.50) . The cost of

putting in the seats was $370, making the total $ 1,868.50.

A special meeting was called November 30, 1859 , to

consider the propriety of organizing a union free school .

The following resolution was offered : “ Resolved that a union

free school be established within the limits of Wellsville ,

pursuant to the provisions of chapter 433 of the Laws of

1853.” The meeting adjourned to November 16th , when

the names of the voters were called , the vote resulting in

72 yeas and 33 nays.

In 1835 , under the presidency of Andrew Jackson , Dr.

George B. Jones was appointed the first postmaster for

Wellsville . Then the only route was from Wellsville to An

gelica and back once a week, the mail being carried on

horseback . Dr. Jones held the appointment until the close

of Van Buren's administration ( 1840) . Under President

Harrison Mr. Carlton Farnum was postmaster. When Polk

became President Mr. E. A. Smith received the appoint

ment.

Mr. Dwight Goodrich was deputy postmaster in 1836 ,

and continued so while Mr. Carlton Farnum was postmaster.

At the time the Erie Railway was completed ( 1851 ) , Wells

ville had two mails ; then they increased in number.

Mr. E. A. Smith was postmaster until Buchanan came

into power , when Nathaniel Johnson obtained the appoint

ment, and Mr. H. Tallcott was selected deputy. In 1860

Lincoln became President and L. F. Phillips postmaster.

Mr. E. A. Smith owned all the mail routes in Allegany

county for some twelve years . He was often fined $ 10 at

each end of the route because the mail was behind time .

The roads were so bad that it was utterly impossible to get

a team through on tiine , and especially so when his stages

had to wait two hours for the other mails to arrive.

Mr. Lorenzo Dow Davis was appointed postmaster when

General Grant took the presidential chair, and he is now

( 1879 ) the postmaster of Wellsville . Mr. Davis took

possession May 16th, 1869. The increased demands upon

the office seemed to require a more central location and

6
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commodious building. Consequently Mr. Davis bought a

lot and erected what is known as the post-office block, a

neat structure of brick, in which are conveniently arranged

a thousand boxes and three hundred lock draws.

The mail routes are now as follows: No. 6,454 , one trip per

week from Wellsville to Shingle House, Pa . ( stage ' ; No 8,656 ,

from Ulysses , Pa , to Wellsville (stage , daily trip ; No. 8,658 .

from Coudersport, Pa., to Wellsville stage ', three trips per

week ; No. 6,453 , from Spring Mills stage , daily trips; on

the Erie Railway four maiis daily.

The business of the office now is about as follows : average

number of letters mailed and of those distributed per day,

250 ; cash received for letters per day , $ 11 ; money orders

sold per week, $ 200 ; cashed, $ 150 ; number of stamps sold

per week of all denominations, 2,300 ; number of three cent

envelopes sold per week, 50 ; number of cards and wrappers

sold per week , 450 ; number of weekly papers received by

mail for subscribers, 250 ; daily papers by mail, 75 .

The weekly papers that are published in Wellsville and

pass the post -office regularly every week number about 3,700

copies 400 lbs. The two news offices receive together

through the mail 77 daily papers each day and 135 weeklies

per week , making the average number of all papers passing

through the Wellsville post -office per week 4,939 .

LIBRARY AND LITERARY ASSOCIATIONS AND LECTURES.

On the evening of November 19th, 1856 , many citizens of

Wellsville met at the Baptist church for the purpose of con

sidering and discussing the advisability of having a course

of lectures. A lecture association was formed by the enroll

ment of the names of nineteen members; a constitution and

appropriate by -laws were framed and adopted, and the fol

lowing officers elected :

Thomas L. Smith , president; Jared H. Parmalee and

Moses Stevens, vice-presidents; Charles Collins, secretary,

and Allen A. Goodliff, treasurer.

Following the organization of the association was a lec

ture, the first of the course, on “ The Importance of Mental

Cultivation," by J. L. Smith. The dates of the succeed

ing lectures, the names of the lectures and their themes

were as follows : November 25th , Charles Collins, “ Impor

tance of a Sense of Individual Responsibility;" December

2nd, Rev. J. Dubois (Wellsville , “ Party Spirit;" December)

9th , Rev. Stewart Sheldon (Wellsville , “ The Greatness of

Trifles ; " December 16th , Rev. N. V. Hull ( Alfred ,

" Mind ;" December 23d , Rev. Mr. Goodwin Hornellsville ),

My Bible and My Country;" December 30th , Mrs. Nichols,

“ The Position and Responsibility of Woman :" January 6th,

1857 , Rev. Mr. Spink (Wellsville ), subject not recorded .

January 13th , a meeting was held at which the officers

then in service were re -elected , and the following named

gentlemen were constituted a lecture committee: 0. Barnes,

M. D. , F. H. Van Horn and William A. Baldwin .

There were five more lectures in the course, as follows :

January 20th , M. W. Folsom (Wellsville ), “ The Philosophy

of Mind ;" January 30th, Cassius M. Clay, of Kentucky,

“ The Position and Influence, Considered Economically and

Socially, of the Slaveholding Oligarchy of the South;" Feb

ruary 6th, Dr. H. M. Sheerar (Wellsville ), “ The Writing and

Spelling Reform ;" February 13th, G. M. Griswold , “ The

Present Literature of our Country;" February 17th , J. B.

Chambers (New York) , " The Worthies of Virginia.”

At a meeting of the association February 24th , 1857 , it

was thought that the signs of health exhibited by the infant

institution entitled it to a name and position among the lit

erary societies of the day. By -laws were adopted , and it

was christened the Wellsville Literary Association. The

following officers were elected March 1oth , 1857 :

I. W. Fassett, president; Dr. O. Barnes and G. W. Rus

sell , vice -presidents; H. M. Sheerar, secretary ; T. H. Van

Horn, recording secretary ; A. A. Goodliffe, treasurer.

The treasurer's report showed a balance in the funds of the

society of $ 1.65, which was appropriated to defray the

expenses of six home lectures, three of which were

follows :

January 17th , 1858 , S. McCrary subject not recorded ;

January 20th , Rev. M. Clark , “ Importance of a Good Edu

cation ; " H. M. Sheerar, “ Spelling Reform ."
For some

reason this lecture closed the course .

Although this pioneer institution had not proved to be a

financial success, still it could not be regarded as a failure .

Ten years later measures were taken to organize a new society

on the ruins of the old one . A few responsible men having

obligated themselves to make good any loss that might result

from an attempt at reorganization , the following named per

sons met in the store of Hoyt & Lewis, April 16th , 1869 , to

take the iniatory steps toward that end: A. Howard , H. N.

Lewis, R. P. Beecher, H. M. Sheerar, T. L. Smith, J. Hoyt ,

B. C. Rude, H. C. Fisk, C. H. Fisher and James Fish .

The society was duly organized as the Wellsville Literary

Association. April 4th, 1870 , the name was changed to the

Wellsville Library Association. The following officers were

elected at the meeting above mentioned : J. Hoyt, president;

W. A. Baldwin , vice -president; R. P. Beecher, correspond

ing secretary ; G.W. Russell, treasurer; H. M. Sheerar, record

ing secretary

In May, 1870 , the association, by the payment of $5 ,

united with the Southern Tier Lecture Association , thus ob

taining great advantages in securing well known and popular

lecturers.

The following named lecturers appeared in Wellsville under

the auspices of the association at the dates named, and at a

cost to the association of the amount named in connection

with each lecture: George Vandenhoff, November 5th , 1869 ,

$ 125 ; David R. Locke Nasby , December 13th, $ 100 ;

Theodore Tilton , January 7th , 1870, $ 105 ; Captain Hall

arctic explorer), January 14th , $ 150 ; Bayard Taylor, January

28th , $ 100 ; Anna E. Dickinson , March 14th, $ 100 .

The report of the officers showed the receipts of the course

to have been $ 1,404.76 . The expenses of the course were

$868.50 . There was consequently a balance in the treasury

of $536.26 . The literary entertainment that had been afforded

the people was of a high character, and the financial results

were far beyond the expectations of the most sanguine. It

had been conclusively demonstrated that Wellsville could

support a course of lectures at a profit ; and; encouraged by

this success, legal steps were taken April 4th, 1870, to incor

porate a literary association , by the meeting of a goodly

number of the citizens of the village at the office of the Gen

esce Valley Free Press. Henry L. Jones was chosen chair

man and B. C. Rude secretary. At this meeting the Wells

ville Circulating Library Association was formed . The man

agement was vested in nine trustees, as follows :

William A. Baldwin, Adolphus Howard, Aaron R. Hill,

I



350 HIST
ORY

OF ALLE
GANY

COUN
TY

, NEW YORK.

with $500 realized from the sale of stocks, has been ex

pended for books. The library now contains fourteen hun

dred volumes,in good condition and of unexceptionable liter

ary character , and has done and is still doing much toward

the dissemination of general information among its patrons .

It is still in charge of Mr. T. L. Smith as librarian , and is

open to the public two afternoons in each week .

а

YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION .

Charles H. Simmons, E. J. Farnum , L. I. Anderson , James

H. Fish , Henry L. Jones and George W. Baker.

The annual election of officers was appointed the first Mon

day in April , the term of service to begin the first Mon

day of the following May. The shares of the association

were fixed at $5 each , and the payment of an assessment of

fifty cents constituted a shareholder a member, and entitled

him to the privilege of drawing a book twice a week for a

year. The resolutions passed on this occasion , together

with the proceedings of organization, were recorded in the

county clerk's office April 5th , 1870, in Liber E of miscel

laneous records, page 129.

The first meeting of the trustees was held April 5th , 1870 ,

in the office of Henry L. and W. F. Jones. W. A. Baldwin

was chosen chairman . The following officers were elected :

W. A. Baldwin , president: G. W. Baker, vice-president;

Henry L. Jones, secretary ; George W. Russell, treasurer.

At a meeting of the trustees , April 26th , 1870 , seventy

eight shares of stock were reported to have been sold . A

library committee was appointed , consisting of the following

persons , whose duty it was to select books for the library of

the association : H. C. Fisk , Rev. A. Coit , H. K. Opp, Rev. E.

W. Brown , T. F. Fisher, Rev. William Armstrong, Thomas L.

Smith , George Howard and B. C. Rude. Every book brought

to the attention of this committee was subjected to a rigid

examination , it being the aim to place before the patrons

of the library works of the highest moral and literary char

acter . An appropriation of $750 was voted for the purchase

of books , and a room in the Plum block was selected for

use as a library. About three hundred and fifty, works

were purchased , and the library was opened November

16th , 1870 , with T. L. Smith librarian . December 14th

other works , to the value of $383 , were purchased.

The lecture course for the season of 1870 and 1871 was

opened December 8th by the appearance of Rev. Henry

Ward Beecher,whose subject was " Happiness," and to whom

the lecture committee paid $200 . The lectures which fol

lowed were by M. M. Pomeroy,John B. Gough price, $200) ,

D. R. Locke (price, $ 100) , Goneral Judson A. Kilpatrick

( price , $ 100 ) , E. H. Chapin (price, $ 100 , and Anna E.

Dickinson price, $ 150 ).

The officers of the association elected April 24th , 1871 .

were W. A. Baldwin , president; E. J. Farnum , vice-presi

dent .

The following named lecturers appeared during the season

of 1871 and 1872 , at the expense to the association indicated

below :

J. G. Holland ($ 100) , John B. Gough ( $ 200 ), General

Judson A. Kilpatrick ($ 125),E. H. Chapin $( 100 ) and Anna

E. Dickinson ( $ 150 ). The third entertainment of the course

was a concert by the Hutchinson family, who were paid $ 125 .

During the season of 1872 and 1873 the following lecturers

appeared , at a cost to the association of the price mentioned

in connection with each name: Robert Collier ( $ 125 ), Prof.

Alexander Winchell ($60 ) , Moses Coit Tyler ($75 ) . The

was opened with a concert by the Appii troupe ,

whose services were secured for $ 150.

The following officers were elected May 20th , 1872 :

Thomas L. Smith , president ; Le Roy S. Anderson, vice

president ; W. A. Baldwin , treasurer.

Approximately speaking, the net profits of the various

courses of lectures referred to amounted to $ 1,500 , which ,

Several voung men of Wellsville met at the office of

Wilson & Rathbun on the evening of November 14th ,

1873 , for the purpose of organizing a Young Men's Chris

tian Association . Of this meeting J. H. Brown was chosen

chairman and S. F. Alexander secretary.

Appropriaie resolutions were offered and the following

committees appointed : Committee on constitution and by

laws, George H. Humuson, W. B. Coats and W. Brown ;

committee on rooms, W. B. Coats and C. H. Fisher; com

mittee on contributions to aid in organizing and in carrying

out other purposes of the association , J. H. Brown , D. A.

Howe , George Noble, G. H. Humason and S. F. Alexan

der.

At a meeting December 8th , 1873 , the following named

officers were elected : President, L. S. Anderson ; vice

presidents, W. B. Coats , J. H. Brown and T. P. Otis ; cor

respondir.g secretary, J. G. Wilson ; recording secretary, S.

F. Alexander; treasurer, R. W. Ford ; directors for three

years, G. H. Humason and Rev. A. Coit ; directors for two

years , George E. Brown and William Jones ; directors for

one year, John Brown and George Noble.

March 9th, 1874 , forty -four candidates were elected to

membership. At that time the association was well officer

ed and provided with a suitable constitution and by-laws ,

and its affairs were in a flourishing condition .

The first question offered for discussion— " How can we

best promote the efficiency of our society ? ” — was proposed

at a regular meeting April 6th , 1874, and discussed by the

president, L. S. Anderson , Rev. F. W. Beecher, Rev. A.

Coit and Messrs . Hoyt , Sheerar, Huinason, Cole and Smith .

June ist , 1874 , Mrs. B. C. Rude read an essay . September

6th , 1874, the same lady read a fine essay on “ Amusements ,"

which provoked a spirited discussion by Messrs.Coit,Beecher,

Sheerar and others. October 5th, 1874 , R. C. Grames read

an essay on “ Profanity." November 2nd , 1874, Walter J.

Beecher read an essay on “ Personal Responsibility , " which

was heartily approved by all present. December 14th , 1874 ,

Miss Alice Tremain gave an excellent recitation . At the

regular meeting February ist, 1875 , R. C. Grames gave an

interesting talk on “ Blind Bartimeus, " illustrated with a

series of oil paintings prepared by himself. April 17th ,

1876 , an essay on “ Conscience " was read by George H.

Humason, and was followed by a lively discussion by sev

eral persons. The above will afford an idea of the means

employed to interest the people in the meetings of the as

sociation . At various times select readings and essays and

Bible readings were given for the edification and instruction

of those who attended . Quartette singing was introduced

soon after the organization of the association , which added

much to the interest of the meetings .

The first delegate to a State convention of the Y. M. C.

A. from the Wellsville association was S. F. Alexander, who

season
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was appointed October 5th , 1874, to attend the session of

the association at Syracuse.

At the annual meeting December 2nd , 1878 , S. F. Alex

ander was tendered the rencmination for the presider.cy ,

but declined it for the reason that he had held the position

continuously since December 4th , 1874 .

The following are the names of the officers for 1879 :

A. S. Stillman, president; A. H. Palmer, W. B. Coats and

J. S. Brown, vice presidents ; T. F. Fisher, corresponding

secretary ; Ira Jones, recording secretary ; W. J. Hoyt, treas

urer. The directors chosen at the last election of officers

were S. F. Alexander and A. H. Fisher.

steamer, one hand engine and three hose carriages one of

the latter being the property of the James Macken Hose

Company), with the usual supply of ropes, lanterns , etc. , all

of which are in good repair. The hose carriages are

supplied with 1,300 feet of linen hose of good quality and in

good condition ; also a quantity of old rubber hose , which is

not considered reliable for use . Dickinson Clark is the

present chief engineer.

The organization of the various companies is recorded in

the following paragraphs:

GENESEE STEAMER COMPANY NO . I.

Civil HISTORY.

The Genesee Steamer Company was organized June 4th ,

1874 , with the following members:

John McEwen, S. F. Hanks, Charles Lee, J. M. Wilson ,

E. B. Curtis, E. B. Judd, J. A. Rider, H. N. Schlick , Daniel

Sutfin, George Howe, H. K. Opp, James Thornton, C. A.

Ball , T. F. Fisher, E. P. Pooler, R. W. Ford , A. A. Elliott ,

A. S. Stillman, S. A. Elliot, C. E. Niles, W. C. Kendall , S.

F. Alexander, James Swift , M. D. Palmer, F. K. Richards,

0. D. Browning, H. Alger, J. H. Browning, W. B. Coats,

Joseph Curtis, George Alger, C. H. Fisher, C. F. White,

I. N. Fassett and O. S. Thorne.

The first officers were as follows :

George Howe, president ; H. K. Opp, vice -president ; S.

F. Hanks, secretary ; W. C. Kendall , treasurer and foreman ;

H. N. Schlick , assistant foreman ; F. K. Richardson and C.

H. Fisher, finance committee.

The steamer was purchased May 18th , 1874, of the city of

Titusville, Pa. , at a cost of about $3,000 . The first fire at

which it was used was at the burning of King's blacksmith

shop, at the east end of Main street, February 9th , 1875 .

This day was a memorable one in the history of the fire de

partment, not alone because the engine was first brought into

requisition in Wellsville on that occasion , but for the reason

that the weather was so intensely cold ( the thermometer in

dicating twenty -six degrees below zero ) that the water froze

in the hose and rendered it useless.

The company was duly incorporated under the laws of

the State, in July , 1878 .

The officers at the present time (April, 1879), are as fol

lows :

George Howe, president ; T. F. Fisher, vice -president ;

M. D. Palmer, foreman ; C. A. Ball , assistant foreman ; A. S.

Stillman , treasurer; C. S. Lee, secretary . The trustees are :

George Howe, O. D. Browning, J. A. Rider, S. F. Alexan

der, E. B. Judd, T. F. Fisher, A. S. Stillman , Daniel Sutfin

and F. K. Richards.

The present membership is thirty - three .

A

A discussion which had been in progress for some time

concerning the posposed incorporation of the village of

Wellsville culminated in October, 1857 , in a petition for in

corporation, signed by James V. Brown, Mason M. Hill

George W. Russell, Carlton L. Farnum , Isaac N. Stoddard ,

and Isaac W. Fassett .

The boundaries of the proposed corporation, as defined

in the survey, embraced an area of five hundred and ninety

and sixty -one one hundredths acres .

An election was held at the public house kept by I. C.

Stannard , November 26th , 1857 , for the purpose of ascer

taining the will of the majority of the resident voters con

cerning the proposed measure, which resulted in 152 votes

for incorporation and 8 against.

The village was duly incorporated December 7t!, 1857 ,

and the first corporation election was held on the fourth

Tuesday in February, 1858 , at Stannard's Hotel . The fol .

lowing officers were elected :

Trustees , Hiram York , Carlton L. Farnum , Isaac N.

Stoddard , Henry G. Taylor, and Julius Hoyt ; clerk , George

W. Russell ; assessors, Elijah Stowell , James C. Eaton and

William E. Armstrong ; treasurer, Eli Potter ; pound -master,

Eli Potter.

At a meeting of the trustees at the office of I. N. Stod

dard , February 24th , 1858, Isaac N. Stoddard was appointed

president of the board .

An election was held at the American House, April 11th ,

1870, for the purpose of obtaining a manifestation of sen

timent with reference to a reincorporation under the

general law of the State of New York, which resulted in

41 votes for and 1 vote against reincorporation . In pur

suance of this decision of the voters, the village was duly

reincorporated April 21st , 1871 .

The schedule of village officers for 1879 is as follows :

President, George Howe ; trustees, A. S. Stillman , S. A.

Early and S. C. Davis ; treasurer, Julius Hoyt ; collector, M.

W. Thurston ; police justice , Zenas H. Jones .

THE WELLSVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT.

The Wellsville Fire Department was organized in June,

1875 , with Harvey Alger as chief engineer, and at the

present time consists of three hose and two fire companies,

with a total membership of one hundred and fifty. The

several hose and fire companies are handsomely uniformed

and equipped, and officered by some of the best members,

rendering this one of the best drilled , best uniformed and

most efficient fire departments to be found in western New

York. The apparatus of this department consists of one

w :

*

op

THE JAMES MACKEN HOSE COMPANY .

The James Macken Hose Company was organized in

June, 1874, and incorporated agreeably to the laws of the

State of New York in 1877 .

The number of constituent members was seventeen, as

follows :

J. G. Wilson , L. F. Grover, W. J. Beecher, C. P. Good

rich , Frank Gale, H. Parish, Robert Allison , L. C. Smith ,

C. M. Beecher, C. F. Kendall , C E. Rumpff, John Thornton,

S. C. Davis, L. Ingley, W. R. McEwen, Thomas Kelly and

James McEwen .

In September, 1877 , the company purchased a fine hose
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C. Sullivan ; treasurer, Patrick Hanrahan ; foreman , James

H. Graham ; assistant foreman , Edward Hanrahan .

The hook and ladder truck and apparatus was purchased

March 15th , 1879. at a cost of $ 450.

carriage at a cost of $508.50. Through the individual

efforts of the members an elegant uniform and suitable

equipments have been purchased .

The schedule of officers for 1879 is as follows :

W. J. Beecher, president ; G. Eugene Farnum, foreman ;

James McEwen , assistant foreman ; D. Wilson , secretary ;

H. M. Lane, treasurer ; A. E. Cowles, financial secretary.

This company, which is an independent organization, has

a membership of twenty- four.

FIRES.

BROOKLYN FIRE COMPANY NO. I

was orgaized in 1874, with the following officers: President ,

S. A. Earley ; secretary, Clarence Farnum ; foreman , George

King ; assistant foreman , George Wilber ; treasurer, Jacob

Mosher.

The charter members were William Steffy, P. McKendric,

M. Fulmer , Joseph Steffy, John Bear, William Block , James

McDonald, John Delaney, E. J. Stuart , John Champlain,

Tunis Wilsey, Horace King, Henry Miller, Louis Miller,

William Bannister, William Layman, William Snowden, H.

Palmateer, Frederick Fuchs, Charles Sunderman , George

Knapp, Frank Butts, D. M. Davies, Orlo Babcock, O. P.

Taylor, D. Clark , Carl Daday, John Lisch , George W. Cal

kins , Christopher Link , Patrick Rooney, John Stebbins,

Frederick Klages, Peter Crookton , John Hartnett, Charles

Corby, Isaac Palmateer, Amos Cole, John Housllir, Jay

Coggshall , James Cornell , William Signer.

The engine this company uses is a hand machine, but it

is used at the fires with telling effect.

The officers for 1879 were : George King, foreman;

William Steffy, assistant foreman ; William Bannister, second

assistant foreman ; president , J. Walker ; treasurer, Jacob

Mosher. The membership is forty - five.

a

Few villages have suffered oftener or more extensively

by fire than Wellsville. The first fire of which we can obtain

any record occurred in 1842 , destroying a blacksmith shop

belonging to Zenas H. Jones. In the winter of 1843 the

Shingle House ( hotel) , the Fisher Hotel and a school - house

on the site of the present residence of Hon . Sumner Baldwin

were destroyed .

A brief record of the various fires since 1840 follows in

chronological order :

In 1850 the roof and upper story of W. H. Coats's resi

dence was burned . The men and women of the village turned

out and carried water and extinguished the fire before the

entire house was destroyed . In 1852 the building which is

now the Howell House took fire, but was saved as in the

above mentioned instance. In 1853 a saloon , a store and a

dwelling on Depot street were burned . In 1854 the cabinet

shop and stock of W. H. Coats and the residence of Dr. G.

B. Jones were destroyed . In 1856 the planing-mill of L. D.

Davis and the saw-mill of E. J. Farnum were burned. The

old Gordon block , containing five stores, Fisher's Hotel, the

American hotel and a small dwelling in the rear of the latter

were burned in 1857 . The store of Brown Brothers, on the

site of the Lincoln block , and W. S. Johnson's residence were

consumed in the spring of 1858 ; and June 24th the fanning

mill and wagon manufactory of H. G. Taylor, the store and

dwelling of Andrew Hallet , a store occupied by Dwight

Goodrich and another by D. K. Charles were destroyed . In

1859 the Taylor store, J. H. Parmelee's drug and book store,

James F. Fowler's store and the dwelling of Mrs. Groves were

burned.

In 1860 John B. Smith's store was partially destroyed by

fire, and the remaining portion of the building was pulled

down . Judge Bartlett's steam saw- mill burned in 1861 ; the

wood sheds west of the depot, a large quantity of lumber

and the residences of L. F. Phillips and Wayne Spicer were

burned down . Bush & Howard's tannery was nearly de

stroyed in 1863 , and in 1864 L. D. Davis's planing-mill was

burned. A saloon , Alonzo Fosha's house, and another

dwelling took fire in 1865. Friday morning, February ist ,

1867 , a fire occurred on Main street, which resulted in the

destruction of the following buildings : Mrs. Langworthy's

residence, on the east side of Pearl street, and William

Reeves's meat- market , J. B. Macken's dwelling, E. B. Tul

lar's hardware store, Hoyt & Lewis's dry goods store and

banking office, E. B. Hall's drug store, D. C. Judd's grocery

store , Sullivan's saloon , Doty Brothers' blacksmith shop,

the Baptist church , A. S. Brown's store , the Free Press

office, Frederick Geltz's grocery , M. Berliner's clothing

store , Berganski's liquor store, A. S. Stillman's news room,

York & Chamberlain's banking office, Rosenbach's clothing

store, and two small dwellings in the rear. The gth of the fol

lowing month another fire broke out on Main street, east of

the (then ) " burnt district," which destroyed the following

structures : The post -office, H. Bannester's store, J. Koon's

clothing store , A. S. Stillman's book store, M. Sarsfield's

tailor shop , Miss Wildman's millinery store, Mrs. Simpson's

HOWARD HOSE COMPANY NO. I

was organized June 15th, 1874. The charter members

were : E. D. Clark , William H. Hunt, Louis Slough , John

Freeman, T. J. Dwire, John Stern , John Hancock, George

Wagner, W. C. Clark , W. A. Hunt, Albert Link , William

Wack, Charles Schroeder, Headley Dunham , Charles Dun

ham, Charles Martin .

This company is attached to the Brooklyn Fire Company

The uniform comprises red shirt , black hat , pants

and belts .

The officers for 1879 were E. D. Clark, foreman ; John

Stein , assistant foreman ; William Wack, second assistant ;

Charles Martin , president ; F. Chamberlain , vice - president ;

Louis Slough, treasurer ; Charles Mosier, secretary . The

number of members is twenty -six .

No 1 .

EMERALD HOOK AND LADDER COMPANY NO. 3

was organized June 11th , 1878, as " Emerald Hose Com

pany " and reorganized April 9th , 1879 , under the present

name. The charter members were : Thomas Conners , John

Bannister, John C. Sullivan , John Conners , Patrick Hanra .

han , James Howe, James H. Graham , John O'Connor,

Edward Hanrahan , John Sullivan , Martin Moogan, Thomas

Shay, William Hanrahan , Patrick Conners, John W. Riley,

James Higgins, John Fallen , Frank W. Magner, Michael

McHale and Nicholas Shanley .

Officers : President , Thomas 0. Connor ; secretary, John
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1 )

residence , White & Fisher's store, Miss Russell's millinery

store, William Plumb's bakery and James Taylor's tailor

shop and a barn . The two sweeping conflagrations last

mentioned are supposed to have been the work of incendi

aries. The following fires occurred in 1868, the names of

owners of property destroyed , the kind of property, and the

dates being given where all were obtainable : E. J. Far

num's grist and saw -mill , Dickinson Clark's sash , door and

blind manufactory , May 19th ; A. A. Goodliff's barn , with

four valuable horses and other property, July 21st ; A. A.

Goodliff's steam saw -mill , September 4th ; the Van Buren

Hotel , October 25th . The Democratic Era printing office

and two stores were burned during this year.

The residence of John Lanahan was burned July 17th,

1870, and Mr. Lambert's during the same year. May 24th,

1871 , a destructive fire occurred , which resulted in the loss

of the tobacco store of O. P. Taylor, D. Sutfin's crockery

store, Miles Jones's saloon , Charles Goodrich's fruit stand,

Tadder & Fuller's grocery store, H. D. Treadwell's

shoe store, Niles's drug store and Scovill's saloon . April

ist , 1872 , D. Dobbin's barn was destroyed ; July ist, Me

tropolitan Hall and row ; August 7th , a barn in the south part

of the village . Joshua Millen's residence was burned Feb

ruary 30 , 1873 ; R. H. Lee's shingle mill was damaged May

14th ; Coats Brothers ' furniture manufactory was burned

May 22nd and the paint and finishing shop of the same firm

on the night of October 12th . January 1st , 1874 , William

Dalrymple's sash and blind factory was burned ; March 13th ,

a barn belonging to Mr. Tidgee ; March 26th , George Frank's

house. During this year the residences of P. C. Sarsfield,

Thomas Sarsfield and William Higgins were burned . The

following named buildings were destroyed in 1875 : February

9th , King's blacksmith shop , on Main street ; February 10th ,

Mrs. William Peeble's house and a small building on State

street ; May 3d, Staddle's brewery. February 26th , 1876,

the union school -house and the Congregational church were

considerably damaged ; Wheeler's, Madison's and Fry's

shops were burned later ; May 13th, Kenyon's dwelling,

south of the river, was burned, and the house of John Cotton

Smith August 8th ; September 6th saw the destruction of a

lot of lumber, the property of Farnum , Brown & Dwight,

valued at $4,000,which was piled near the depot ; Amos Cole's

house was burned September 29th ; the Clinton House, Wil

cox's barn , Pat Howard's saloon , Wilcox's saloon and Pat

Sarsfield's saloon were all destroyed in one fire, October 8th ;

October 14th , McEwen Brothers ' machine shop and ma

chinery were burned and their house damaged ; Mrs. Mary

Cary's house burned December 20th . In 1877 the following

fires occurred : April 18th , Mr. Arnold's residence was

burned ; July 7th , George Frank's house was damaged ;

August 24th , E. J. Farnum's warehouse, on Pearl street, was

burned ; October 25th , a dwelling on State street was de

stroyed , and John Wheeler's barn November 12th . January

15th, 1878 , a partly burned house belonging to John C.

Smith was fired by some one to alarm the fire department ;

April 17th Watson Brown's planing mill was damaged ; June

3d, James Swift's grist-mill was burned ; August 25th , the

National Hotel and barn , Mrs. Langworthy's house and a

lumber office were burned ; August 26th J. Demarest's

tailor shop was burned, and the next day the old lockup

near the depot , and on the 29th William Spicer's barn , on

Dyke's creek , was fired by an incendiary , who was seen and

pursued , but not caught. The next day oiled kindlings,

ready for the match , were discovered in the rear of the

bowling alley on Main street, opposite the Fassett House,

and similar preparations for a fire in the Fassett House area

and in F. Wack's slaughter house. These incendiary prepa

rations gave evidence of a contemplated attempt to burn a

large share of the business portion of the village . October

19th , the dwelling of Mr. Barnes, at the eastern side of the

village, was burned ; December 24th , a tailor shop occu

pied by Mr. Weinhauer was burned, and with it H. Bannes

ter's grocery store and residence ; Christmas a dwelling oc

cupied by Silas Wilcox was destroyed ; January 8th , 1879 ,

S. Osborne's saloon , on Main street, was burned , and March

ist the residence of Jacob Mosher.

Bands.

The first brass band in Wellsville was organized in 1856,

with Professor Lewis Boss as leader, and consisted of ten

members , all Germans. In 1862 this organization offered its

services as regimental band of the 64th regiment, N. Y. S.

militia, and accompanied it to the front. In 1863 an order

was issued from the war department discharging all regimen

tal bands, and this organization returned to Wellsville , where

Professor Boss died a little later.

In the summer of 1857 Professor Russell Harrison came

to Wellsville and organized “ a band of Yankee boys,” of

which he was leader. About six months later Professor Har

rison left the village and the band was reorganized , ten of

the eighteen original members uniting under the leadership

of Prof. E. B. Curtis. In 1863 this band united with the Boli

var band and the double organization , led by Prof. Cyrus E.

Lesuer, of Bolivar, was attached to the first brigade of Har

den's division of the 22nd army corps, with which they served

until discharged at the close of the war.

The Wellsville portion of the above band reorganized

soon after their return , with Prof. Peter Theobald as leader.

But being composed of ten Germans and ten Yankees , who did

not always agree when measures affecting the common wel

fare were under discussion, dissensions arose in the band

which resulted in its division about a year afterward , Prof.

Theobold remaining with the Germans and the Americans

arraying themselves under the direction of Prof. E. B. Cur

tis. A year after this event the German band disbanded .

The other (known as the Wellsville Band) , existed until the

spring of 1876 , when it , too, disbanded . Later the remnants

of the two disbanded organizations united and formed what is

now known as the George Elwell band, an organization of

thirteen members, under the leadership of the musician in

whose honor it was na

In the summer of 1876 Prof. Curtis organized a band of

ten members, all young players, who were under his leader

ship and instruction until he resigned in the spring of 1878 ;

he was succeeded by Lewis Barton , who is the leader at

the present time. This organization is known as the Brook

lyn Band, and is the recognized band of the Brooklyn Fire

Company. Both of the bands now in existence are finely

uniformed and are provided with first class instruments .

LODGES AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS.

THE FIRST DIVISION OF S. OF T.

The first division of Sons of Temperance organized in

Wellsville was instituted in 1848, with the following charter
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members: Ithamar Smith , E. A. Smith , Dr. George B. Jones ,

Zenas H. Jones, Charles Hatch and Willard Knight.

This lodge was prosperous for a number of years and em

braced within its membership many of the most prominent

citizens of Wellsville, but through mismanagement it was

deprived of a solid financial basis , and surrendered its charter

in 1857

K. Opp ; high prelate, C. L. Farnum ; treasurer, Thomas

Pullar; recorder, R. P. Beecher ; prefect, John Foland ;

standard bearer, J. C. Easton ; herald , Samuel S. Truex;

sentinel , Hiram York .

WELLSVILLE LODGE, NO. 568, 1. 0. G. T.

MASONS.

Wellsville Loige, No. 230, F. A. M. was instituted as Scio

Lodge , No. 230, in the autumn of 1851 , prior to the division

of the town of Scio and the erection of the town of Wells

ville , with three master masons, as follows : Augustus Beach ,

who was chosen the first master; Nathaniel Covell , who was

the first senior warden ; and Nathaniel Johnson , the first

junior warden .

The successive W. M.'s to 1879 have been as follows :

Augustus Beach, two years ; Alanson Holt, one year ; Carlton

L. Farnum , six years ; H. H. Nye , one year ; William H.

Miller, two years ; Alanson Holt , one year ; William A. Bald

win , five years ; George O. Russell, four years ; P. A.

McDonald, two years ; Charles F. Kendall , one year ; J. S.

Pittinger, one year ; Benjamin Palmer, one year ; John

Foland, one year.

Since the organization of this lodge three hundred and

thirty - two persons have been admitted to membership. The

present membership numbers about one hundred. The

name of the lodge was changed from Scio Lodge, No. 230, to

Wellsville Lodge No. 230 , June 12th , 1868 .

Wellsville Chapter, No. 143 , R. A. M. was organized

February 30 , 1853 , and now numbers about ninety members .

It occupies Masonic Hall jointly with Wellsville Lodge , No.

230, F. A. M.

The first H. P. , the first K. and the first S. were Joseph

Enos, Jonathan Richardson and B. L. Ball , respectively.

The following named companions have presided as H. P.

in the order in which they are mentioned : Joseph Enos,

Nathaniel Johnson , C. L. Farnum, T. Frank Russell , Williain

A. Baldwin , Roswell McQueen, H, K. Opp and Dickinson

Clark .

Two hundred and ten members have been received since

the organization .

St. Elmo Coriclave, No. 76, of Knights of the Red Cross

of Rome and Constantine and appendant orders , was or

ganized at a meeting March 28th , 1872. The follow

ing Sir Knights were present , becoming charter members :

W. A. Baldwin , Hiram A. Coats, Jesse C. Easton , S. S. Truex ,

Hiram York , Robert P. Beecher, T. Frank Fisher, C. L. Far

num, Henry K. Opp, John Foland, Thomas Pullar ; and to

the above named persons were communicated the degrees of

the imperial , ecclesiastical and military order of masonic

Knights of the Red Cross of Rome and Constantine, the In

vincible Order of the Holy Sepulchre and the Holy Order of

St. John .

The charter was applied for and granted April 4th , A. O.

1559, under authority of the Most Illustrious Grand Council

of the Knights of the Red Cross of Rome and Constantine ,

for England, Wales, Canada and the United States of

America.

The charter officers were as follows :

M. P. sovereign , W. A. Baldwin ; viceroy, T. Frank Fish

er ; senior general , Hiram A. Coats ; junior general , Henry

March 11th , 1868, H. L. Hurlburt, of Herkimer county ,

Lodge Deputy of the Grand Lodge I. O. G. T. of the State

of New York, delivered a temperance lecture in the Meth

odist Episcopal church of Wellsville , at the conclusion of

which he proposed to organize a lodge of I. O. G. T. in

that village. A sufficient number of persons having ex

pressed a willingness to become members of the order,

Wellsville Lodge , No. 568, was duly organized March 17th ,

1868 , with the following named charter members :

H. M. Sheerar, N. B. Grames, William Spargur, Alonzo

Ross, J. L. Briggs , Westol Hale, G. W. Russell, H. P.

Cowles, Joshua Lamb, L. S. Anderson , George E. Brown,

Alexander Shafer, L. D. Davis, Steven C. Davis, W. T. Price ,

L. K. Huntington, Alice J. Phillips, L. M. Phillips, Mamie

Richards , Mary E. Stanley , B. C. Rude, Mrs. B. C. Rude,

Mrs. W. H. Coats , Carrie Coats, Louisa A. Ross , Ann M.

Slough, Mrs. N. B. Grames, Julia M. Huntington , Mrs. L.

D. Davis and J. Hoyt.

The names of the charter officers were as follows :

J. Hoyt , W. C. T.; Mrs. B. C. Rude, W. V. T.; William

Spargur, P. W .; George W. Russell , W. S.; Alice Phillips,

A. S .; George E. Brown, W. F. S.; H. N. Lewis , W. T .;

A, Ross , W. M.; Mrs. W. H. Coats, W. D. M .; Julia Hun

tington , I. G.; H. P. Cowles , O. G.; Westol Hale, W. C.;

Mamie Richards, R. S.; Mary E. Stanley, L. S.; L. D.

Davis , L. D.

In June, 1871 , this lodge had one hundred and seventy

one members in good standing. Over four hundred differ

ent persons united with it at various times, and much good

was done through its efforts. In 1875 the interest of the

members began to flag. Many of the most prominent and

influential ones either withdrew or were suspended . Finally

the charter was surrendered and the lodge disbanded, the

property being divided among the members.

ODD FELLOWS.

Tamanund Lodge 1. 0. 0. F., the first lodge of odd fel .

lows in Wellsville , was instituted in 1851 , and went out of

existence twenty years ago or more .

January 13th , 1871 , in accordance with previous notice, a

goodly number of odd fellows met for the purpose of insti

tuting Orient Encampment, No. 53 , of Wellsville .

The charter members of Orient Encampment were as fol

lows : George Howe, R. H. Lee, B. C. Rude, C. J. Corn

well, Daniel L. Vaughn , A. S. Brown, I. N. Stoddard, Byron

Budd .

The first officers were George Howe, C. P.; R. H. Lee,

H. P. , B. C. Rude, S. W.; C. J. Cornwell , J. W .; Samuel L.

Vaughn, scribe ; A. S. Brown , treasurer.

The following named brethren have served as chief patri

arch , in the order in which they are mentioned : George

Howe, R. H. Lee, George Howe, Byron Budd, I. N. Stod

dard , Dickinson Clark , B. H. Rolph , Henry Hershberg, C.

Horton, Daniel L. Vaughn, B. C. Rude, G. W. Cook, J. W.

Norton , W. E. Smith , S. D. Spicer, J. H. McMullen, George

Howe.
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The following is a list of the present officers, who were

installed January 9th , 1879 : George Howe, C. P .; Charles

A. Ball , H. P.; J. H. McEwen, S. W .; G. W. Wheeler, J. W.;

G. W. Ward , scribe ; R. Herns, treasurer.

Talmud lodge was organized September 23d , 1868 , by

William Gardner, of Corning, in the Gordon block , under

that name, and with the number 204.

The charter members were : George Howe, D. L. Vaughn,

A. E. Merriam , William Gifford, W. P. Cowles and Byron

Budd.

The first officers were : D. L. Vaughn , N. G .; William

Gifford, V. G .; W. P. Cowles, secretary ; A. E. Merriam , T .;

George Howe (sitting ) , P. G.

On the first night of meeting twenty- two propositions for

membership were received and twenty members were in
itiated .

At a special meeting September 26th , 1868, the other offi

cers were elected, as follows : Hugh Sarsfield , R. S .; R. R.

Helme, L. S.; B. C. Rude, Con .; C. L. McCrary , I. G.; H.

P. Cowles, O. G.; O. P. Coats, W.; H. C. England , R. S. S.;

George C. Marion , L. S. S.

The first death was that of Charles L. McCrary ; second ,

William H. Holmes ; third, Nathaniel Ball ; fourth , James

Wright ; fifth, Byron Budd ; sixth , Amos Knapp.

The lodge is in a flourishing and satisfactory condition ,

now numbering forty -two members . The lodge room is

well fitted up.

The present officers are as follows : Charles A. Ball , N.

G.; 0. T. Seymour, V. G.; Charles Thorpe, secretary ;

Steven Davis, treasurer ; 0. S. Wright, P. G.

Wellsville Lodge, No. 295 , I. O. of O. F. was organ

ized in 1866 , with twenty members . D. L. Vaughn was

N. G.

The present officers ( 1879) are : W. R. Bliss, N. G.; M.

M. Campbell , V. G.; R. Herns, treasurer ; G. W. Wheeler,

Per . Sec.; G. Ward, O. G.

Van Nostrand, S. F. Alexander, John Foland , James Thorn

ton , W. W. Thurston , D. Sutfin , C. G. Anderson, H. N.

Schlick, D. Clark , Thomas Pullar, V. D. Godfrey , H. M.

Lane and Ira E. Jones.

The charter officers were as follows :

O. D. Browning, P. D.; O. S. Thorne, D.; I. A. Bissell , V.

D.; W. W. Thurston, ass't D.; F. G. Moore, reporter ; D.

Sutfin , financial reporter ; Peter Elfein , treasurer; H. M.

Sheerar, chaplain ; M. B. Coleman, guide; C. H. Richardson ,

guardian ; C. G. Anderson, sentinel .

F. G. Moore, an active member of this lodge , died

February 26th , 1878, and his heirs within thirty days receiv

ed $2,000, the amount of the benefit.

This lodge has paid to the widow and orphans ' benefit

fund to date (April 1st, 1879) $927-50.

The present membership is thirty - three.

The officers for 1879 were : C. G. Anderson P. D.; S. F.

Alexander, D.; H. M. Sheerar, V. D.; 0. D. Browning, R.;

L. C. Hakes, financial reporter ; H. M. Lane, treasurer ; D.

Clark, chaplain ; O. S. Thorne, guide ; Thomas Morrison ,

guardian ; C. H. Richardson, sentinel .

SIMMONS LODGE, NO. 165 , A. 0. U. W.

Simmons Lodge, No. 165 , Ancient Order of United Work

men was instituted July 12th, 1878, with the following

named charter members : R. A. Wells, W. H. Miller, James

Swift , J. B. Goodliff, L. H. Frisby , George W. Knapp, C.

S. Anderson, E. J. Shepard , L. Witter, C. E. Gale, F.

Bissell , Isaac Fanton , David Fanton , Charles Scott, Chester

D. Mills, G. M. Green , F. A. Snow, Daniel Sutfin, R.

Burden , Samuel Gunzberg , John Karr, A. H. Palmer, W. A.

Hewlitt, P. Platt, Rev. W. H. Farnham, Augustus Fanton .

James Fanton, J. Mather and D. Wilson.

The first officers were as follows : P. M. W., D. Sutfin ,

M. W., W. H. Miller ; G. F. , W. H. Farnham ; C., Louis

Witter ; S. , Frederick Bissell ; F. S. , R. A. Wells ; R. , L. H ;

Frisby ; G. , J. B. Goodliff; I. W., F. A. Snow and O. W., G.

W. Knapp.

The following officers were installed in January, 1879 :

M. W. , W. H. Miller ; G. F. , E. J. Shepard ; O. L. Witter ;

S. , D. Wilson ; F. S. , R. A. Wells ; R. , L. H. Frisby ; G. ,

James Swift ; I. W. , P. W. Knapp ; 0. W., N. Hills .

The present membership is thirty-two.

GERMAN RELIEF ASSOCIATION .

9

)

EUREKA LODGE E. O. M. A.

The Wellsville German Relief Association was organized

May 7th , 1868 , with the following charter members : H.

Henicke, Charles Marker, John Brigg, Charles Hornburg,

L. Schlehover, D. B. Teusher, Jacob Mosher, M. Stein , J.

Haverman and Frederick Heinemann.

The first officers were as follows : President , L. Schle

hover ; vice -president, J. Haverman ; secretary, Charles

Hornburg ; treasurer, Frederick Heinemann .

The present officers (April , 1879) are Frederick Kauff

man, president ; Christopher Hornbury, vice -president ;

Frederick Pallman , secretary ; P. Elflein , treasurer.

Under the beneficiary system of this association the

widow of a deceased member receives $40 after his death ,

and a member half that sum upon the decease of his wife.

There have been four deaths since the organization of the

association upon which benefits were paid .

The present membership is thirty-four.

Eureka Lodge, Empire Order of Mutual Aid, was or

ganized April 11th , 1879 , with the following named charter

members : M. H. Miller, Philip Platt , C. L. Frisby, Saul

Spiro , James Swift, F. A. Bissell , C. J. Durre, R. Burden,

L. H. Frisby, C. T. Scott, L. C. Hakes, G. H. Bassett , J. E.

Jones, Hugh H. Jones, H. Parish , M. D. Palmer, L. O.

Schoenheit, W. H. Sackett, Alvin Kelsey , R. A. Wells,

William Spargur and R. H. Mellefont.

The lodge was officered as follows :

P. P. , F. A. Bissell ; P. , R. A. Wells ; V. P. , W. Spargur ;

R. S. , W. H. Sackett ; F. S. , T. J. Durre ; T. , L. H. Frisby ;

C. , W. H. Miller ; chaplain , L. C. Hakes ; I. G. , Hugh Jones ;

0. G. , Charles Scott.

GENESEE VALLEY LODGE, NO. 441 , K. OF H.

This lodge was organized February 6th , 1877 , with the

following charter members:

H. M. Sheerar, O. D. Browning, O. S. Thorne, I. H. Bissell ,

F. G. Moore, Peter Elfein, M. B. Coleman , C. H. Richard

son, Samuel Gunzberg, J. G. Wilson , George Howe, E

BRANCH NO. 40, C. M. B. A.

Branch No. 40, Catholic Mutual Benefit Association, was

organized December 31st, 1878, with the following officers:



356 HISTOR
Y OF ALLEGA

NY COUNTY, NEW YORK.

President , Thomas O'Connor ; vice - president , John W.

Riley ; R. S. , James H. Graham ; F. S. , Edward Hanrahan ;

treasurer, Patrick Howard ; chancellor, John O'Connor;mar

shal , James Stafford ; guard, W. Demuth ; directors, Patrick

Kane, Patrick Hanrahan , Michael J. Gleason , Maurice

O'Connor, P. C. Sarsfield ; spiritual director, Rev. P. Kinsella .

CHURCH HISTORY.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL.

In 1841 the Presbytery of Angelica appointed a committee

consisting of the following named clergymen , charged with

the specific duty of organizing a Presbyterian Church in

Wellsville : Rev. A. S. Allen , of Andover ; Rev. Benjamin

Russell , of Belmont and Rev. R. N. Perry .

July 6th, 1841 , this committee met seventeen professing

Christians , who desired to organize a Presbyterian church ,

and discharged their duty. The meeting was held in the

school-house which stood where the residence of Sumner

Baldwin now stands.

The persons referred to related their Christian experience

and became the constituent members of the First Presbyte

rian Church of Wellsville. Their names were as follows :

Norman Perry , Thomas G. Conklin , James Dunham , Mrs.

Perces Y. Johnson , Mrs. Betsey Ann Lee, Mrs. Louisa Har

mon, Mrs. Sally Bellamy, Miss Louisa Dunham, Mrs. Nor

man Perry, Mrs. Thomas G. Conklin , Mrs. James Dunham ,

Mrs. Lucinda Gowdy, Mrs. Polly Shingler, Miss Betsey Bel

jamy, Miss Catharine Bellamy, Miss Mary Dunham and Miss

Charlotte Finn .

Only one of the original members is a member of the

church at the present time-Mrs. Dwight Goodrich ,

The confession of faith of the Philipsville church was

adopted. Prayer was offered by Rev. Benjamin Russell and

the charge delivered by Rev. A. S. Allen . A resolution was

passed , which gave the newly organized church the name of

“ First Presbyterian Church of Wellsville . "

James Dunham and Norman Perry were the first elders ,

and Thomas Conklin the first clerk . The first communion

service was held in December, 1842 , Rev. Mr. Reynolds

officiating. On that occasion John F. Godard and wife

united with the church by letter, though the first admission

by letter was that of Myron Fuller. The first death of a

member of this church was that of Polly Shingler. The first

baptism was administered by Rev. Mr. Reynolds to John L.

Godard, a son of John F. Godard .

The first preparatory lecture was delivered by Nathaniel

Hammond, in 1847 , when he became pastor, in which rela

tion he continued until February 26th , 1853 , when he deliv

ered his last preparatory lecture, and the following Sabbath

administered the Sacrament for the last time to this church.

During his pastorate the following named persons were ad

mitted to membership by letter and profession of faith :

Mr. and Mrs. John F. Godard , Mr. and Mrs. Joseph

Shaut, George Ely , Mrs. Hannah Purple, Mrs. Phoebe Tay .

lor , Miss Ann Reynolds, Miss Margarette Pratt , Miss Nancy

Cole , Mrs. Silas Hills, Mrs. John Carpenter, Mrs. John

Dayton , Mrs. Sarah Johnson (widow of Nathaniel Johnson ) .

Julius Hoyt , Henry N. Lewis and Myron Fuller.

Rev. Mr. Hammond was the next pastor. During his pas

torate services were held in the school- house and in the

Baptist and Methodist churches as convenience dictated.

In 1856 Rev. Stewart Sheldon , of Perry, Wyoming

county, came to Wellsville to visit his sister, Mrs. 11. G.

White, and while in the village accepted an invitation to

preach . At that time there were only fourteen members of

the church to be found , as follows :

Julius Hoyt, Myron Fuller, Mrs. Myron Fuller, Mrs.

John Dayton , Mrs. Silas Hills, Miss Nancy Cole, Joseph

Shaut , Mrs. Joseph Shaut, Mrs. John Carpenter, Mrs. Sarah

Johnson, H, N. Lewis, James Dunham , Mrs. Dwight Good

rich and Mrs. James Dunham .

Rev. Mr. Sheldon was invited to preach a candidating

sermon , which he did in the Baptist church, May 18th ,

1856. A few days afterward he received and accepted a

call to become pastor of the First Presbyterian Church.

He entered upon his duties May 25th .

July ist , 1856 , a meeting was called of the above named

members at Metropolitan Hall , for the purpose of reorgan

izing as a Congregational church . Rev. Stewart Sheldon.

was chosen chairman and H. M. Sheerar secretary. The

following members were present : James Dunham , Julius

Hoyt , Joseph Shaut and Myron Fuller. A resolution was

passed bringing into existence the “ First Congregational

Church of Wellsville.”

A constitution articles of faith and a covenant were

adopted . The absent members of the former society , on

being consulted, cordially assented to the reorganization .

Regular meetings were held in Metropolitan Hall , at the

corner of Pearl and Loder streets, commencing Sunday

morning, April 25th , 1856 , and continuing until November

7th , 1857 .

A lot was purchased by the society on the bank of the

Genesee, and a contract was made with William Gifford for

the erection of a church . This work was begun in May,

1837 , and the church was dedicated on the roth of the fol

lowing November, Rev. Mr. Sheldon preaching the dedica

tory sermon from these words : “ And the glory of the Lord

filled the house ." Mr. Sheldon did not sever his pastoral

relation with the church until May 6th, 1860 , when he

preached his farewell sermon .

Rev. Eusebius Hall received a call to the pastorate, and

entered upon the duties of his charge November 18th , 1860.

He remained three and one -half years , and was succeeded

by Rev. Charles Livingston, May 22nd , 1864. August roth ,

1866 , Rev. Mr. Livingston was ordained an evangelist by

the Genesee Valley Presbytery , which was holding a session

in the Congregational church at Wellsville at that time. Mr.

Livingston resigned his pastorate of the church, November

14th , 1867 , and preached his farewell sermon four days later.

Rev. F. H. Seely, of Richfield Springs, received a call to

this church December 16th , 1867 , which he declined to ac

cept. After “ candidating, " or preaching on trial for some

time, Rev. T. H. Quigley was called . He began his labors

May 30th , 1868 , and closed them April 30th , 1870. In the

August following Rev. E. W. Brown accepted a call, and be.

came pastor August 21st, 1870. He resigned May 7th ,

1873 Rev. F. W. Beecher, a nephew of Rev. Henry Ward

Beecher, was invited to visit Wellsville, which he did

preaching a sermon in the Baptist church February 8th

1874. A call was voted him two days later, which he ac

cepted on the 24th of the same month , preaching his first

sermon as pastor March 15th . He is the present pastor.

October 17th , 1870, at a special meeting of the church

1
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ness of those of a later date, it has been found impossible

to give a list of the successive pastors. The present pastor

is Rev. E. A. Rice . The present membership is about one

hundred and fifty.

BISCHOFFLICHEN METHODIST.

mon .

This church was organized in 1852 , with thirty members.

The first meeting was held in the school - house on the

Brooklyn side of the Genesee , and the sueceeding meetings

were held in the same place until for some reason the trust

ees forbade the use of the school -house , when permission

was obtained from the Methodist society to hold meetings

in their church . Later, services were conducted in John

Carpenter's hall , which had been rented for the use of the

church , until the completion of its house of worship in 1876 ,

at cost of $4,400 .

The first pastor was Rev. F. W. Dinger. The names of

those who have served the church since are as follows : Rev.

Messrs. J. Kindler, J. Kolb, George Meyer, L. Meyer, J.

Wolf, W. Kurth, F. Glenk , F. Rey and A. Graebe. The

present membership of this church is eighty -two. There

is a Sunday- school in connection with it which is creditably

conducted .

THE SEVENTH -DAY ADVENT CHURCH,

and society, a committee , consisting of Messrs. Joseph Hoyt,

E. J. Farnum, A. Howard , C. H. Simmons and Thomas

Pullar, was appointed to purchase a suitable lot upon which

to erect a new church edifice. A lot was purchased at a

cost of $4,000 . In the autumn of 1871 a subscription paper

was circulated . The amount necessary having been pledged ,

the work of building the church was begun June 10th , 1872 .

The corner stone was laid , with appropriate ceremonies, Au

gust 12th , 1872 , Rev. Dr. W. A. Niles , of Corning, preaching

the sermon , in the Baptist church . The edifice was finished and

dedicated March 12th , 1874, entirely free from debt, Rev.

Thomas K. Beecher, of Elmira , preaching the dedicatory ser

The following named clergymen were present : Rev.

Messrs. Gardner, of Cuba, Reid , of Angelica, and Coit and

Beecher, of Wellsville .

The cost of the church and its appointments , together

with improvements on the parsonage, was as follows :

church lot, $4,000 ; cost of church edifice, $ 21,500 ; cost of

furnishing, $ 1,000 ; cost of removing, and repairing the par

sonage , $500 ; total , $ 27,500 .

The following donations, aggregating $229 , were made by

the persons mentioned : a pulpit Bible, C. E. Niles ; a hymn

book , Stillman & Very ; a communion service , Harry and

Sarah Johnson ; a large chandelier, by Messrs . George

Humason, C. H. Fisher, S. F. Alexander , George Brown

and Daniel Sutfin ; a chandelier for the vestibule, A. How

ard, and two lamps for the pulpit and organ , by Rickard

and Daniel Sutfin .

May 14th , 1875 , an organ , made expressly for this church

at a cost of $2,000, was set up in the church . The present

organist is Miss Edith Sheerar. The Sunday - school was

organized in 1856. The successive superintendents have

been as follows, mentioned in the order of their service :

H. M. Sheerar, H. N. Lewis, Austin Dunton, S. Carpenter

and H. M. Sheerar (a second time) .

There have been four revivals in the church . The first

occurred in 1858, while Mr. Sheldon was pastor . He was

assisted by Rev. H. Niles, of Angelica , Rev. Mr. Graves,

of Hornellsville, and Mr. Foote, of Buffalo . The second , in

1865 , was a series of union meetings participated in by the

various Protestant churches of the village . In the winter of

1866 and 1867 the third occurred . The meetings were

under the management of Rev. O. Parker, an evangelist , who

preached fifty sermons between December 26th and Janu

ary 24th , besides delivering almost as many exhortations.

The last, or fourth revival , was under the evangelist labors

of Rev. R. Underwood , who preached his first sermon in

the Congregational church February 20th , 1876. As a rea re

sult of these special meetings the church received an ac

quisition of thirty -one members.

The Seventh - Day Advent Church of Wellsville was or

ganized in February, 1877 , with thirty - five constituentmem

bers . Their house of worship was dedicated December 23d ,

1878. The dedicatory sermon was preached by Rev. D. M.

Canright, of Battle Creek , Mich.

This sect does not have a regular pastor or stated supply,

but is continually sending its ministers into new fields of

labor to proclaim what it believes to be the most im .

portant truths adapted to the present period in the world's

progress . They believe the Jewish Sabbath to be the proper

day for Christians to observe as a day for rest and worship ,

and their preachers are very earnest in their labors. Monthly,

quarterly and yearly meetings are held for the transaction

of important business.

A Bible class and prayer meeting are regularly attended

every Saturday, which are conducted by Mrs. D. C. Phillips .

BABTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST.

FIRST METHODIST EPISCOPAL.

The First Methodist Episcopal Church of Wellsville was

organized about 1830, by Rev. Azel N. Fillmore, the first

pastor, with thirteen constituent members.

The house of worship of this society was erected in 1852 ,

at a cost of about $2,000 . It has a seating capacity of four

hundred. The church property is valued at about $ 10,000 .

The first church bell in Wellsville was hung in the steeple

of the Methodist church in 1853. The town clock was

put in the belfry the following year.

Owing to the loss of the old records and the incomplete

In 1834 an ecclesiastical council was called , and after

the exercises usual upon such occasions the following named

persons were formed into a church as its constituent mem

bers : Bartholomew Coats and wife, Robert Wells and wife,

Munger and wife, Ozias Yale and wife, Elon Gowdy, J.

C. Fosburg and wife, –– Read and wife, Jeremiah Graves

and Louisa Richardson .

Elon Gowdy and
Read were elected deacons.

Rev. H. H. Whipple was the first pastor, at a salary of sixty

dollars per annum. Munger was licensed and preached

occasionally .

Meetings were held in the old log school-house which

stood directly across the street from the Simmons Opera

House Llock .

Revs. Roswell Clark and Timothy Fuller served the church

as pastors succeeding Elder Whipple during the time of its

identity as an independent church , and during the pastorate

of the latter, and by his advice , the church disbanded and

most of the members united with the Baptist Church of
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Amity, of which they constituted a branch . Rev. O. B.

Call and Rev. A. C. Newland served as pastors at intervals

up to the date of the present organization .

In 1852 W. H. Coats and Wayne Spicer were constituted

a committee to visit the Amity church and request letters

of dismissal to such members as were then living in Wells

ville , for the purpose of forming an independent organiza

tion ; and upon their application the Amity church granted

letters of dismissal to the following named persons, as ap

pears upon its records :

W. H. Coats and wife, Wayne Spicer and wife, Elon

Gowdy, Robert Voorhees and wife, Ozias Yale and wife and

daughter, J. C. Fosburg and wiſe, Bartholomew Coats and

wife , W. H. Harrison and wife, Samuel Lowell and wife,

A. A. Goodliff and wife and Naomi Spicer.

June 2nd , 1852 , the First Baptist Church of Wellsville was

recognized by the ecclesiastical council , and the above

named persons, with George W. Huntley and wife , Charles

Hatch , Isaac W. Fassett , a Miss or Mrs. Tuthill, Sally

Farnum and Mrs. Carpenter and daughter, of Scio, were the

constituent members.

Rev. George W. Huntley was recognized as pastor. Rev.

G. Williams, agent for the New York Baptist State conven

tion , and Rev. Ira Bennett , from Pike , Wyoming county,

were associated with the pastor and others in the conduct of

the meeting , of which Rev. J. B. Chase , of Whitesville, was

moderator, and Rev. R. Cherryman was clerk . A sermon

was preached by Rev. Ira Bennett , prayer was offered by

Rev. Eliab Going and the hand of fellowship was given by

Rev. J. B. Chase. In the evening delegates were present

from the Baptist churches of Andover, Whitesville, Friend

ship, Amity and Richburgh . A sermon was preached by

Rev. G. Williams, prayer was offered by Rev. D. M. Root,

and the hand of fellowship was given by Rev. Eliab Going.

During the pastorate of Rev. George W. Huntley, and

largely through his efforts, the first house of worship was

erected . The frame was raised May 17th , 1853 , and the

edifice was completed at a cost of $2,500 and dedicated

February 7th , 1854. In other respects the pastorate of this

preacher was a prosperous one . Wellsville enjoyed , through

his efforts, a season of revival and numbers were baptized

into this church , which numbered at the close of his labors

March 15th , 1854) sixty - four members.

Rev. L. W. Olney succeeded Mr. Huntley, entering upon

his labors about the first of May, 1854 , and closing them in

the following November. Rev. James Du Bois next fol

lowed as pastor. He came in April , 1855 , and remained till

the Autumn of 1857. Elder E. J. Scott supplied the pulpit

a few Sundays about that time. In the winter of 1857 and

the spring of 1858 Rev. Joel Hendrick acted as supply for

a time , holding a series of meetings which lasted about three

weeks and was instrumental in adding the names of eight

persons to the roll of membership.

Rev. Willianı Ward, a returned missionary from Burmah,

next became pastor of the church , and remained about a

year and a half ; during his residence in Wellsville his

wife died . The members of the church numbered eighty

seven in 1859. Professor D. R. Ford , then of Alfred Uni

versity (now of Elmira) , served the church as supply, doing

all the pastoral labor he was able to do without interference

with his other engagements for about two years. In 1860,

during the session of the Allegany Baptist Association at

hellsville, Professor Ford was ordained a gospel minister.

During his labors the church enjoyed a season of revival,

and seven members were added by baptism . He severed

his pastoral relations with the church in the fall of 1862 ,

leaving it with a membership of ninety -two.

Rev. N. V. Hull , pastor of the Seventh- Day Baptist church

of Alfred , was retained as a supply two years and a half .

December 6th , 1864, Wayne Spicer, a licentiate of the

church , and at the time in service in the army of the United

States , was ordained a gospel minister, and became chaplain

of the regiment of which he was a member. At this time

the church had ninety-seven members. F. F. Emerson , a

student at Rochester, was next called as supply, and after

ward ordained as pastor of the church , the condition of

which visibly improved under his ministrations. The con

gregation was largely increased , and several were baptized

into the church . His labors closed in May, 1866, at which

time thc membership was one hundred and seven .

Rev. E. F. Crane accepted a call of the church to become

its pastor in the following October. Considerable religious

interest began to manifest itself soon after his pastorate

commenced, and continued during the fall and winter . He

called to his aid Rev. Mr. Barnes, of Corning , who preached

several evenings, and visited from house to house by day.

A deep interest pervaded the church and extended through

the community. Several conversions had taken place , and

a number of backsliders had been reclaimed. One of the

most interesting and promising meetings of the series closed

on the evening of January 31st , 1867. At midnight an

alarm of fire was sounded , and before day-break the flames,

which originated at a point somewhat remote, had swept

eastward and laid in ashes the house of worship.

The church at once secured consent to occupy a room in

the Union School -house , and meetings were continued, and

steps taken to ascertain the desire and ability of the society

to erect a new meeting-house.

The trustees had never taken the wise precaution to have

the edifice insured ; the church was poor and unable to

build such a house of worship as the demands of the rapidly

growing village seemed to require . Rev. E. F. Crane, the

pastor, was a man of much energy and good executive abil

ity . Under his management undisputed title to the lot (which

had never been unquestioned ) was secured by the payment

of $ 100 , and before the close of the year a home subscrip

tion amounting to $4,500 had been raised , and the work of

rebuilding was begun. Eller Crane had faith to believe that

the churches of the State of New York would respond to

solicitations for aid , and issued circulars in behalf of the

church and personally visited leading Baptists in other locali

ties . A generous response was given , and the new edifice was

completed, except the covering of the towers and the build .

ing of the steeples . At the proper time $600 was raised by

subcriptions of outsiders , and a bell was presented to the

church by A. R. Hill . The ladies of the society contributed

very largely toward the prosecution of the work , furnishing

about $800 to the building fund , besides contributing a

large share toward carpeting and upholstering the house . A

loan was effected and a mortgage of $2,000 put upon the prop

erty , which together with about $ 11,400, including pledges

made on the day and evening of dedication , raised from

other sources, made the total cost of the building about

$ 13,000. It was dedicated February 16th , 1869. The or

.
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der of services was as follows : Hymn (“ Oh, God is here,

let us adore " ); invocation by Rev. N. V. Hull , of Alfred ,

Scripture reading by Rev. William C. Learned , of Cuba ;

opening prayer by Rev. S. D. Merrick ; opening hymn

( written for the occasion by William D. Murphy, of New

York) ; sermon by Rev. J. S. Hodge, of New York (text,

Ps . xcvi . 6 ) ; hymn ( " Rock of Ages ") ; statement of the

financial condition of the church , by Rev. E. F. Crane ; ded

icatory prayer, by Rev. D. R. Ford ; hymn (“ The Lord is my

Light ” ). Meetings were continued after the opening or

dedicatory services, and large and attentive congregations

assembled in the new church . Rev. George Balcom came

and conducted a series of meetirgs, in which he was assisted

by the pastor, and large accessions were made to the church,

The minutes of that year record the baptism of ninety - seven

persons and the reception of fourteen by experience and ten

by letter , making two hundred and twenty- two .

At his own request Elder Crane closed his labors with the

church soon after. He was succeeded by Rev. J. W. Spoor.

who came in May, 1869 , and remained eleven months. Rev.

A. Coit , the present pastor, entered upon his labors in June,

1870, and a good degree of prosperity has attended his ef

forts. The present membership of the church is two hundred

and fifty -nine, of which number ninety - eight are males and

one hundred and sixty -one females. During its two periods

of history, Elon Gowdy, — Read, W. H. Coats , A. A.

Goodliff, D. J. Bennett , George W. Russell , L. D. Davis and

Alexander Smith have served as deacons. Charles Hatch,

George W. Russell and Alexander Smith have served as clerk .

There were extensive revivals in 1876 and 1878, both of

which added to the membership of the church. During the

past few years a debt of $3,000 , incurred chiefly in building

the church, has been paid off. The Sunday- school numbers

one hundred and eighty -five and was never more flourishing

than now. July 9th , 1872 , the steeple of the church was

struck by lightning, scattering shingles twenty rods.

sisted in his various duties by Rev. Seymour Lewis. In 1872

the society , desiring a location better suited to the parishion

ers, and at a more central point, purchased the lot upon

which the church edifice now stands.

The corner stone of the new foundation was laid in July,

1872 , by Rev. J. Wainwright Ray, with the ceremonies as

laid down in the ritual of the church . The purchase of the

lot, and moving the building on to the new foundation, was

attended with an expense of about $600 . The present number

of communicants is thirty -eight, with Rev. C. E. Rumpff as

rector of the parish . There is a Sunday -school connected

with the parish , with an average attendance of about twenty,

with one hundred volumes in the library .

The present value of the church property is $2,000 .

The following named persons compose the present official

board : B. Hanks, senior warden ; O. P. Taylor, junior

warden ; W. C. Kendall, H. K. Opp , J.G. Wilson, George O.

Russell , Hiram York , E. A. Smith , Carman , C. F.

Kendall, vestrymen .

GERMAN LUTHERAN.

This church was organized September 22nd , 1859, with

forty-two constituent members. Services were held in a

dwelling fitted up for that purpose. The first pastor was

Rev. J. H. Doerman, of Olean , who divided his labors for

a short time between this church and others.

In 1872 the Lutheran society purchased their house of

worship at the foot of Genesee street, of the First Congre

gational Church , and dedicated it to the worship of God ac

cording to their faith November 23d, 1873 .

The present pastor, Rev. C. Zollman , from Cleveland , O. ,

is the fifth . He became pastor August ist, 1875 .

The present membership (May 1st , 1879) is two hundred

and fifty -four, only fifty - four of whom are voters according

to their rules of church government . The number of chil

dren attending the Sunday - school is seventy, and, as all of

the church members attend also , the regular attendants

number three hundred and twenty-four. The pastor is the

teacher, catechising the whole congregation in a body.

ST . JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

was recognized May 30th , 1859 , as a mission , by the diocese

of western New York , and Rev. John N. Bowman sent here

as the missionary in charge . This remained as missionary

ground until April 27th , 1866 , when it was recognized as a

parish , and the following officers elected , viz .: W. G. John

son, senior warden ; Elijah Stowel, junior warden ; and E. A.

Smith , George O. Russell, Hiram York, Nathaniel Johnson ,

D. C. Judd , Lebbeus Sweet, J. S. Williams and R. R. Helme

as vestrymen , with Julius H. Waterbury as rector. About

this time the question of building a suitable house of wor

ship was being agitated to such an extent that iniatory steps

were taken , and the work pushed forward with such energy

that on the 13th day of August , 1866, at 4 o'clock P. M., the

corner stone of the new church was laid, with proper cere

mony, by the rector, Rev. Julius H. Waterbury, Upon this

occasion addresses were made by Revs. L. Devoe, M.

Scofield and H. N. Strong . The usual coins, books, papers

and subscription list were inclosed in a tin box and placed

in the corner stone . The religious exercises were concluded

by Rev. L. Devoe, when the children connected with the

parish strewed flowers around the foundation . The cost of

the church was not far from $4,000 . The edifice then stood

on Jefferson street, above the railroad . Rev. Mr. Waterbury

remained in the parish a little over two years , and was as

CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION (CATHOLIC) .

The above named church was organized in 1851 , by the

Rev. Daniel Moore, of Hornellsville, who was the first pastor

Meetings were held at first in the district school -house.

In the spring of 1852 a lot was purchased of S. A. Smith

and a church edifice built. In 1863 the membership had

increased so that this building was enlarged . Rev. Michael

Creedon was the pastor at that time. The church edifice

was again enlarged , in 1875 , by Rev. P. K. Kinsella.

The cemetery grounds were purchased by the Rev. M.

Creedon , of Mr. E. J. Farnum, at a cost of $400 .

The Catholic parsonage was purchased in the spring of

1870, at a cost of $4,000, and in 1876 it was converted into

a convent by the Sisters of Mercy.

The first Catholic school was started by Rev. M. Cree

don , and re - established in 1876. It now has over two hun

dred pupils.

The successive pastors havebeen as follows : Revs. Daniel

Moore, Terrence Keenan , Mr. Welch, Mr. McClure, Mr.

Story, M. Creedon , A. McConnell and Rev. Philip Kinsella.

The present membership is six hundred.
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S. F. Alexander, a native of Howard, Steuben county,

came to Wellsville in 1864, since which time he has been

identified with the mercantile business . In 1870 he entered

into partnership with H. L. Jones , under the firm name of

H. L. Jones & Co. , dealers in dry goods , groceries and gen

eral merchandise, Main street .

Anderson , Otis & Co. , are well known dealers in hard

This business was established in 1866 , by Anderson

& Doolittle . In 1868 that firm was succeeded by L. S. An

derson & Co. In 1871 T. P. Otis became a member of the

firm , since which time the business has been conducted

under the firm name of Anderson , Otis & Co. , under the

management of Mr. Otis , Mr. Anderson having charge of

their oil well supply store at Duke Center, Pa .

Ira E. Austin was born in Colesville, Broome county . In

1872 he moved to Oswego county, and lived there two years,

after which he returned to Broome county, where he remained

till March, 1878 , when he located at Wellsville as superin

tendent of Bush & Howard's tannery.

Hon . Sumner and William A. Baldwin, of the firm of

Baldwin Brothers, are natives of Ithaca, Tompkins county.

They came to Wellsville in 1854 and engaged as partners in

the mercantile business, in which they continued till 1868.

Since that time they have been engaged as bankers, their

establishment being known as the Bank of Wellsville. In

1877 Baldwin Brothers purchased the Captain Hakes and

Millard farms, on the Andover road , on Dyke's creek , a mile

from Wellsville, and have done much to improve and

beautify them . Hon . Sumner Baldwin was a member of the

Assembly in 1876 and 1877 and has served as supervisor of

the town six years.

ENOS W. BARNES, the editor and proprietor of the Alle

gany County Reporter, published at Wellsville, was born at

Rockstream , Yates county, N. Y. , March 4th , 1836. His

father, Dr. Enos Barnes, a prominent citizen and physician,

removed to Geneva, N. Y. , in 1839, where the son received

the benefits of a common school education . At the age of

about seventeen , choosing for himself the business of a

printer and publisher, he entered the office of the Steuben

Farmers' Advocate, at Bath , Steuben county, where he

learned the trade of a printer. In 1856 he commenced

editing the local department of the Bath Courier, and in

1864 became a partner in the publication of that paper with

Henry H. Hull, remaining until 1875 , when Mr. Barnes

removed to Wellsville to assume the ownership andmanage

ment of the Reporter.

Politically, Mr. Barnes has always been a Republican ,

taking active part in the Fremont campaign of 1856 , and

from that day has aided by voice, vote and pen the interests

of his party. Under his management the Reporter has

been noted for its vigorous support of the Republican party ,

its principles and candidates , and has justly earned the con

fidence of that party , as well as the cordial respect of the

public generally . A marked characteristic of both Mr.

Barnes and his paper is independence of political opinion

and expression, vigor in political warfare , and a ready will

ingness to defend society against the assaults of dangerous

or designing men or measures. He is eminently a self -made

man, and enjoys to an unusual degree the respect and con

fidence of his friends and the public . He held the office of

assistant assessor and deputy collector of internal revenue

four years .

Rev. F. W. Beecher, pastor of the Congregational church ,

son of Dr. Edward Beecher and grandson of Dr. Lyman

Beecher, was born February 4th , 1835 , in Jacksonville, Ill. ,

and was fitted for college at the Boston Latin School . He

graduated from Williams College in 1857 , and from Chicago

Theological Seminary in 1861. He was settled two years at

Milwaukee, and afterward at Kankakee, Ill . , and Jackson,

Mich ., and came to Wellsville in March , 1874, from Brook

lyn , N. Y.

W. J. Beecher, a son of J. P. Beecher who was a native

of Connecticut, was born in Chenango county. He came

to Wellsville in May, 1859 . He spent two years in Ne

braska, and in 1873 became connected with the Reporter

office as printer, where he has since remained.

William Bellamy was born in Scio, in 1826. He was a son

of Silas Bellamy, who was an early settler at the mouth of

Vandermark creek , where Mr. Bellamy resided till 1849,

when he removed to his present farm on Niles hill, where he

has since lived . He was married in 1846 to Jane Coats,

daughter of Bartholomew Coats , of Wellsville.

Henry Brandes, a native of Hanover, came to America in

1851 , and located in Wellsville on his present farm, east of

the village . He was married in 1843 to Dora Horn , also a

native of Hanover.

J. H. Brown was born in Fort Ann, Washington county .

He graduated in 1867 from Lansley's Commercial College ,

at Poultney, Vt . , and engaged in the general produce busi

ness in New York till the spring of 1871 , when he removed

to Wellsville, since which time he has been engaged in the

butter, egg and wool trade, having increased the business

from $ 16,000 the first year, to $60,000 in 1877 .

J. H. Browning, of the firm of Browning Brothers, mer .

chants, a son of Davis Browning, was born on the old home

stead in Scio, in 1838. He left home in 1861 , and was in

the dry goods trade in Belmont till he came to Wellsville in

1872 and built his present store .

0. D. Browniny, the other member of the mercantile

firm of Browning Brothers, was born in Scio . He spent

four years in Pennsylvania and four years in Wiscon

sin , and came to Wellsville in 1871 and engaged with his

brother, J. H. Browning, in the dry goods trade.

L. A. Bunker, a native of Charleston , Penobscot county ,

Me., was born in 1843. In July, 1866 , he was married to Eliza

beth Bixford , of McKean county, Pa. He came from Duke

Centre , Pa. , to Wellsville , and settled at Riverside in the

spring of 1878 .

James Byrnes, a native of Ireland, came to America in

1852. He lived in Wellsville two years, in Alma six years

and was four years in Cattaraugus county . In 1864 he

located on his present farm , on Brimmer brook, in Wellsville.

He was married in 1856 to Mary Moran, of Potter county , Pa.

John Carpenter, a native of Orange County, came to

Wellsville in 1850 and engaged in trade, and has since been

known as a prominent dealer. He has held the office of

supervisor, and served several years as justice of the peace.

His brother, Samuel Carpenter, came from Orange county

in 1855 , and has since been engaged with him in business .
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HON, A. N. COLE. H. E. PURDY.

A. N. COLE .

a

The subject of this sketch was born of New England

parents, in the town of Freedom , Cattaraugus county , N.

Y. , October 15th , 1821 , and was left an orphan at the early

age of four and a half years . His father , Daniel Cole ,

born in Rehoboth, Bristol county, Mass . , was a lineal de

scendant of the early pilgrim of that name, settling in the

neighborhood of Plymouth . His mother, Joanna Williams,

was a descendant in direct line from Roger Williams, of

Rhode Island . Asahel Nichols Cole was the third child and

second son born of these parents. The father and mother

died of an epidemic in the spring of 1826 , and their chil

dren , five in number the eldest eleven , and the youngest

less than a year old) , were given away, or adopted, the

subject of this sketch by Asher P. Hickox , of Pike

now in Wyoming, then in Allegany county . A. N.

Cole may be counted as among the pioneers of the

latter county . His opportunities at school were quite

limited , embracing only a fraction of each year from

the age of six to sixteen . It is safe to say that his

entire period of schooling did not exceed four years in all ,

probably less. His foster - father dying when he was but

fifteen he was thrown completely upon his own resources ,

and took a district school in the town of Caneadea, and

commenced teaching when but sixteen years of age . Slight

of figure, a mere boy , he soon found his hands more than full ,

the rough boys and big girls of the Claybed district prov

ing too many for him ; and , after a trial of a few weeks , the

stripling gave up, and returning to Hume, spent the re

mainder of the winter at the district school in that village .

Here were first clearly brought out the capabilities of the

ready learner, so developing through after life . He had but

to look over his lessons to know them . He was never a

close student - could, in fact , never stop long enough

to sit down to study. He nevertheless soon acquired a

larger fund of knowledge, picked up by the way-side, than

perhaps one in a hundred having greater opportunities at

school .

The early spring of 1838 found the young man in Cleve

land , O. , a friendless orphan , out of employment, and with

out a shilling in his pocket . It was the year of the most

terrible crisis known in the history of the country, and the

young man was only too glad to be able to find enough to

do to secure shelter under the roof and food at the table

of Benjamin F. Andrews, of the Cleveland Intelligencer, and

postmaster of the city of Cleveland, at that time containing

a population of about 6,000 . A single incident will tell the

story of the hard times prevailing. Among other letters

which came to the Cleveland post-office was one from the

foster- mother of young Cole to her boy. The postage (un

paid-no stamps in those days) was eighteen and three

quarters cents. Specie alone was received hy the govern

ment, and , though desiring above all else to get possession

of the letter, the poor boy was compelled to wait weeks,

picking up here and there a chance penny, till a sufficient

sum was realized to pay the postage. Appearance of the

cholera in other cities , together with want of employment

and other hardships, forced the lad to leave the city in June

and set out canvassing for the Buckeye Ploughboy, an agri

cultural monthly published at Cleveland. Traveling during

the summer of that year, always on foot, over a large por

tion of the State , the young man learned much that was

valuable and made available in after years. He read

books and newspapers wherever he came across them, and

having at all times at hand maps, charts and books of
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geography, together with elementary works of an analytical

character in mathematics, and taking in grammar by intui.

tion , the late autumn of 1838 found him prepared to teach a

winter's school , which he did , with gratifying success, in the

town of Scipio, Seneca county, O. , receiving in compensation

twelve dollars per month , “ boarding round.” The spring

of '39 found him at Plymouth, Wayne county, Mich. , where,

after recovering from a severe attack of malarial fever, de

veloping in the meantime into ague and fever, he took

another school, that in the village of Northville, which he

taught for four months, freezing with ague and burning with

fever every day during its term . Here he was so fortunate

as to fall in with a young Frenchman , Theodore Lupien by

name, who , an exile from his own country on account of

participation in revolutionary conspiracies against Louis

Philippe , had been expatriated . Young Lupien's family

was one of the more eminent of the Empire , and the exile re

ceived from home quarterly remittances of money, which he

used with a generous hand . Cole and Lupien became the

closest of friends , taking rooms at the village hotel , and

at the close of the term the American youth was a far

better Frenchman than the young scion of nobility was an

American . Cole was the first male teacher employed in the

village school at Northville during the summer months, and

was paid two dollars per week, or eight dollars per month .

Leaving Michigan in the early autumn of 1839 , and tak

ing boat at Detroit , he was found a fortnight after attending

a select school kept by Prof. Davis W. Smith , in the village

of Castile , Wyoming county . The succeeding winter Cole

taught the district school in Castile, winning as a teacher

considerable local reputation . This was succeeded by a

summer term of teaching, in a select way, the smaller chil

dren of the village and neighborhood . Among his pat

rons in this primary school was a former preceptor in a

high school at Poughkeepsie , Prof. Joseph Wildman , dwell

ing a little way out from the village, on a farm of mod

erate acreage, a fine gentleman of the olden time, and ,

together with his wife and family , of a literary turn of mind,

Taking a special liking to young Cole, Prof. Wildman

kindly offered the young man a home in his family between

terms. In this family he gave lessons to the younger mem

bers, studying and teaching winters, the principal school

being one at Hunt's Hollow, about that period ( 1840 and

41) a seat of culture and refinement in this section of the

State , home of the Hunts, a family of note, and giving to

the State a governor. The year 1843 found A. N. Cole one

of the best educated men of twenty- two years of age in

either of the counties of Allegany , Livingston and Wyo

ming ; among the youth of which he had circulated , alike

as teacher and learner. His only education of an academic

character was obtained during a single term at Lima, where

he began preparations for the ministry . For a single sum

mer he subsequently officiated as pastor over a church of

Free Methodists in Rehoboth, Mass . , preaching nearly every

Sabbath for a period of some months, though himself con

nected with the Methodist Episcopal church . The Free

Methodists were radically anti-slavery ; and, besides this, the

young man visiting among and associating for some months

with kinsmen in the Bay State, many of whom were aboli .

tionists , he returned in the autumn of 1843 to his home at

Castile thoroughly convinced that slavery was, what John

Wesley had pronounced it, the sum of all villainies, and

wherever after he stood up in the pulpit spoke out his con

victions freely . Below we will introduce an extract from

one of a series of letters, written by the since well -known

journalist, under the head of “ Our Easy Chair.” These

letters first appeared in the columns of the Free Press, while

published at Wellsville in 1871 and 1872 , by Charles M.

Beecher, immediately antecedent to and during the Liberal

movement of the latter year. They were subsequently con

tinued in the columns of the Elmira Daily Advertiser, and

generally allowed to have been models in style, and re

plete with sentiment ; justifying the compliment paid by

Henry J. Raymond in pronouncing A. N. Cole the model

American letter writer. Before making the extract referred

to, we must supply an omission by stating that the sub

ject of our sketch was married September 18th, 1843 , to

Margaret M. Wildman, daughter of Prof. Joseph Wiļdman

afore - mentioned, in whose family he had found a home.

The wife and husband were of about the same age, twenty

two at the time of marriage, the latter being but twenty

four days older than the former. In extracts found a little

further on will be sufficiently told the story of their married

life . Never was union more perfect , or domestic happiness

and harmony more complete. The tastes of the wife were,

equally with those of the husband, in harmony with litera

ture , culture and art, coming, as she did , of editorial an

cestry, widely scattered and diffused over the land , and

mainly of Free Soil proclivities.

As fruits of this union came the following children ;

Asher P. , S. Lamartine, Atie E. and Joseph Wildman Cole,

the first named being at this time proprietor and publisher

of the Genesee Valley Free Press and editor of the Genesee

Valley Farmer, at Belmont.

The period referred to in succeeding extracts was about

the one of 1850, when , weary with the collisions growing out

of differences between himself and the ministry of the Meth

odist church , Mr. Cole had given up preaching and found

his way into the woods as a lumberman ; and immediately

antecedent to an event since made familiar to most Allegany

people — that of the so-called “ Friendship convention ,

wherein , in the language of Mr. Cole himself, he says :

" The Friendship convention was advertised by ourself

and two others, B. F. Robbins and Peter Robertson, to be

held at Academy Hall , in the village of Friendship , on a

given evening—we think it was in the summer of 1852—and

is generally understood to have been called as a Republican

convention . This, however, is a mistake . The call was for

a convention to organize the Free Democratic party in the

county of Allegany. Letters had been written and circulars

sent out to hundreds of the early Free Soilers, and from the

responses received we looked forward in confidence to a

full representation from Friendship and neighboring towns.

The day of the convention came, and, as the sun declined

in the west, we wended our way on foot from Basswood

Cottage to Friendship, a distance of about four miles , over

a lofty hill quite like a mountain. It was dusk when we

reached the portals of the Academy. There was no sign of

a light in the hall , nor was a human being anywhere to be

seen , either about the doors, or even in the streets of the

village. Ascending the stairs, we groped our way along into

the hall , where for a full half hour we remained all alone in

our glory . Despairing of seeing much of a “ convention,

we philosophically resolved that our better way was to get

-

;
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back if possible to Basswood Cottage without being dis

covered . In this, however, as it turned out since , somebody

saw us either in the coming or going, and communicated

the facts of the case to Horace E. Purdy, editor of the Re

publican Era, published at Oramel , Allegany county . The

ensuing week there appeared a full column of proceedings,

with any number of capitals and astonishers, wherein he who

now sits in the Easy Chair saw himself astoundingly adver

tised as chairman , secretary, committee on resolutions, and,

above all , as chief cook, bottle washer, and orator of the

day, making a speech of a full hour's length , ' amid tre

mendous cheers by A. N. Cole ! ' It was these manufac

tured proceedings of the Friendship convention which sent

us a few months later out of the woods , and made us an

editor. Everywhere we went we were pointed out, and

boys and men were heard to exclaim : ‘ Look ! look ! there

goes the Friendship Convention . These badgerings were

utterly intolerable . Mrs. Easy Chair was especially an

noyed , and kept saying, ‘ Do, dear husband, buy a printing

press, and make for that Hunker editor, ' or words to that

effect. “ But we'll likely enough starve, ' said we, “ and there

will be nobody able to buy the baby a new dress. We'll live

on saw-dust porridge, ' said she, ' and I'll make dresses of fig

leaves or something, so you'll only buy a printing press and

make for that Hunker editor ; ' and so we did that very

thing, and hence came the Genesee Valley Free Press, an in

stitution in its day having a wonderful history."

oaks , maples, beeches , birches and basswoods, the shadows

of which fell upon us daily as the sun went down before its

time in the west. In the front and to the north was a

carpet of greensward , partially shaded by beautiful trees,

planted by nature's plastic hand; and scattered here and

there maples of second growth , with spreading branches.

On the left was a garden , where was early cultivated that

taste for horticulture since grown to be a passion . Beyond

the greensward and the garden , and crossing the road near

by, was a bright and crystal stream , on the banks of which

in summer played two little children , since grown to man

hood . Sitting betimes at the door, rocking a cradle in

which slept an infant , was Mrs. Easy Chair, mistress of that

sylvan home.”

A man of stern will, opinionated, hot blooded, with not a

little of temper, whenever A. N. Cole has come into collis

ion with an opponent he has struck the kind of blows de

scribed as follows by Horace E. Purdy in his Free Press,

published at the time at Horseheads, and since , and at pre

sent, as a daily, at Elmira :

“ Before us stands an old plaster -of- Paris inkstand . It

looks as though it had come from the hands of its maker

away back in the days of the Revolution . It was probably

brought into the old Genesee Valley Free Press office when

that paper was first started in Belfast, Allegany county , by

A. N. Cole, over twenty years ago. As we look at its ven

erable form, we imagine how many times Cole has dipped

his pen into its depths in writing bitter things in condem

nation of the political ideas of the writer of this paragraph

-of the many good and the many bad things he has written

in a political way-drawing upon this old inkstand as thea

fountain through which he was to transfer his thoughts to

the paper before him . We think of that Friendship meet

ing, and query in our own mind whether the resolutions

adopted on that memorable occasion were written with ink

from the now dusty vessel before us. We think of the po

litical conflicts of past years, in which Cole and ourself stood

face to face in the fight — both believing implicitly in the

correctness of our political ideas, and both striking blows

which such a conviction could alone nerve our arm to give.

Both were enthusiastic in the defense of our parties, and

both were ready and willing to stand where the fight raged

fiercest. And now the fountain from which this inky war

was carried on stands empty and dry before us. Cole has

dropped the party quill and taken to law, and we are still

laboring at the stone of Sisyphus and seeking to earn our

bread by furnishing food to the mental appetite of a capri

cious and exacting public . Our arm is not as strong for the

fight as it was twenty years ago, but we feel a satisfaction in

the reflection that in those twenty years we have put behind

us much of sorrow, much of suffering, and much of disap

pointment and regret. Those years can never come back

again , and the memories of their happiness linger with us,

as the last rays of golden sunlight linger upon the mountain

tops.”

Having called its first convention , and run up at masthead

in his paper its first ticket under the head of " Republican

Nominations,” A. N. Cole has been widely spoken of as “ the

Father of the Republican Party . ” This, however, Mr. Cole

has always answered by saying, “ Not so, at all ; that honor is

due to Horace Greeley, editor of the New York Tribune,"

Messrs. Greeley and Cole were intimate friends during a

BASSWOOD COTTAGE,

the home to which Mr. Cole and family had retreated ,

and which is represented in the accompanying engraving,

was a log cabin in the pine woods , and is thus pictured by

the graphic pen of the since widely known journalist, in an

“ Easy Chair," appearing in the Elmira Advertiser, under

date of February 24th , 1875 : “ The spot chosen for our

dwelling place was as wild, sylvan and rustic as any to be

found amid the primeval forests of Allegany. Our house

was one built of logs , unhewn , but not rudely so, or without

architectural pretensions, in a humble way—a neat cottage

with wings, a portico in front , over which ran climbing roses,

while ivy twined and morning glories in sinuous wander

ings andwindings found their way to the very roof of the

cottage .

“ Flowers bloomed in the door-yard , planted , cared for

and watered by the ever-busy hand of Mrs Easy Chair. In

the rear of the house was a lofty hill , quite like to a moun

tain, from the base to the brow of which rose up tall pines ,
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period of fully a quarter of a century, and it was in a letter

written by the former to the latter in the summer of 1854

that suggestion was made of the name since put on by the

great party of freedom .

To trace the life of Mr. Cole throughout, making even

the merest mention of his undertakings, activities, speeches ,

writings, temporary rebuffs and successive triumphs, would

fill an ordinary volume. He has been found not unfre

quently at fault, but his errors are generally conceded to

have been those of the head rather than the heart . On

reaching the age of forty -six he was admitted to practice

law in all the courts of this State, but prides himself with

never having had a case in court, nor would he have on any

account. He took hold about the period of his admission

to the bar of the subject of rapid transit, and soon took

front as an advocate before legislative committees at Albany,

subjecting himself in some degree to criticism by rivals as a

lobbyist. This he disclaimed, and with good reason, since

he was never thus regarded at Albany, holding at all times

a social position as good as the best, the friend and asso

ciate of the proudest American statesmen , embracing presi

dents, governors, justices of courts of final appeal and sena

tors of State and nation . At the present writing he comes

and goes weekly to and from his printing office, and at the

age of fifty -seven, though playing in his easy chair the part

of Peter Parley, by putting on the old man , appears as

young and full of life as ever. It is doubtful , in fact,

whether a more active man can anywhere be found in the

State, as frequently denominated “ Old Ubiquitous ” as the

“ Old Man of the Mountain , " a title not unfrequently ap

plied to him. Here, in conclusion, is the text of his little

poem entitled “ Our Easy Chair" :

“ Tis here that we sit in our easy chair

With face to the setting sun ,

And think of the dreams we early dreamed

When the journey was first begun;

Of all of the work we have found to do,

And the little that we have done ;

And at times we feel like stopping the wheels,

And the going down of the sun ,

That the final grain may not drop out

From the sands so running away,

Till finished our work, and fully played out

Is the part we have striven to play.

Fond were the dreams we early dreamed ,

And a few have been fulfilled :

And others have rudely blighted been ,

And others, again , been killed .

Some in the bud, in the blossom some,

Most ere the fruitage came,

And whether in one or the other,

It's now to us all the same.

Line upon line are we writing ,

Sadly , at sombre times ,

Telling of battles fighting,

Ready and reckless rhymes;

Here of the good and the gracious,

There of the grand and the great,

Putting in all the love we can ,

Leaving out all of the hate .

Hate, did we say ? no, never

Knew we the thing in our life,

Mid all of our battles fighting,

Battles of stormiest strife .

Who can afford to envy ?

Who can afford to hate,

In view of the past so all behind,

And before, of the golden gate ?

Golden gate of the future,

Open and all ajar,

Only a little further on

Seen in the twinkling star;

Dreamed in the dreams of poets

And prophets, so oft o'ertold ;

Only a little furtheron

Seen are the gates of gold .” .

The allusions in the foregoing sketch to this veteran

editor, whose career is intimately associated with the history

of Allegany county , and whose portrait appears on another

page , render this the appropriate place for some account of

his busy and eventful life.

HORACE ETHELBERT PURDY was born in the town of

Canisteo, Steuben county, in 1815. His parents early re

moved to what is now the town of Hartsville, being the first

settlers therein . Horace had no school advantages, the

nearest school-house being a mile and a half distant, and

obtained all of his primary education from other members

of the family. After working on the farm until the spring

of 1831 he entered the office of the Angelica Republican to

learn the printer's trade. Finding his education insufficient

for the successful prosecution of the business, he studied

hard in leisure hours, and recited to an accommodating and

capable associate, Joseph Boughten. After two years in the

Republican office young Purdy pursued his trade successively

in the offices of the Dansville Chronicle, Angelica Re

porter, Bath Constitutionalist, Mayville Sentinel, Buffalo

Commercial, Geneseo Register, and Elmira Gazette, keeping

up his studies as opportunity was afforded . In March ,

1837 , he went west, going by stage to Cuba and thence

voyaging down Oil creek and the Allegheny river to Pitts

burgh on a raft, and by steamboat to Cincinnati and Madi

He made a tour of nearly all the important western

towns, working at his trade in a number of them. It was at

a time when Chicago had streets of almost unbroken mud,

and “ Long John " Wentworth was publishing the Democrat

and Mr. Wilson the Journal. Mr. Purdy spent a few weeks

at Toledo, in charge of the mechanical department of the

Gazette ; returned to Mayville, Chautauquacounty,and became

editor of the Sentinel. Leaving in June, 1839 , he worked

for several months in Geneseo, Columbus, O. , and Cuba,

where I. C. Sheldon was publishing a neutral paper, which

was not so very neutral after the new printer began to set

up its editorials without writing them out. He next entered

the Elmira Gazette office, of which he was in charge until

September, 1841. In the next month he bought the Angelica

Reporter, which he published for three years in company

with Charles Horton, commencing December 8th, 1841 .

Selling out to his partner, he purchased the Orleans Repub

lican, and published it a year. During this year ( 1845 ) he

married Miss Emily Foote Gardiner, of Nunda, Livingston

county. In the spring of 1846 he again found himself out

of business , and one day accidentally brought up in the vil

lage of Rushford , then the most thriving business town in

Allegany county. Here he was induced to start the Repub

lican Era, $500 being raised toward the enterprise by A. P.

Laning, then a practicing lawyer in Rushford, Mr. Oramel

Griffin becoming responsible for a part of the sum. The

material of the office of the suspended Seventh - Day Baptist

paper at De Ruyter, Madison county , was purchased, and

the Era successfully launched . In 1848 it supported Cass

for the presidency, and two weeks before the election was

removed to Angelica, where there were but thirteen Cass

votes. Its successful publication in that village was contin

ued for nearly three years.

In 1851 Oramel Griffin procured the removal, October

ist, of the Era to Oramel, which village he had founded on

܀
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a large tract purchased by him . In the spring of 1862 Mrs

Purdy died of consumption . Mr. Purdy was appointed

postmaster at Oramel by President Pierce, and was elected

supervisor of Caneadea . He resigned the post-office under

Buchanan . In 1855 he was married to Miss Phebe G.

Hammond, near Wellsburg, N. Y. In the spring of 1857

he removed to Bellaire, O. , where the hard times of that

disastrous year compelled him to close his office. In the

spring of 1859 he removed to Minneapolis, Minn ., to im

prove his health ,but soon after arriving there began the pub

lication of the Plain Dealer. He remained in Minnesota

three years . Then , removing to Belmont, Allegany county , he

connected himself with the Southern Tier, and in the fall of

: 862 , at that place, revived the Era, which he sold a year

later. In 1865 he went to Michigan and took charge of the

Port Huron Michigan Commercial, which he relinquished on

the ist of January, 1867 , having been offered and accepted

an editorial position on the Detroit Free Press, which he

held until the spring of 1872 , when he took the management

of the Albany Times. A change of ownership, caused by

the issues of the Greeley campaign, threw him out of this

position . On the 8th of May, 1873 , he issued the first num

ber of the Free Press, at Horseheads, and on the 4th of Jan

uary, 1873 , removed the paper to Elmira. He has since

been the managing editor. After an editorial career of

forty -two years, of rare ability and influence, he is able to

make the honorable boast that money never controlled an

article he wrote, a word he uttered , or a vote he cast.

C. B. Cartwright, telegraph operator , a son of E. D. Cart

wright , of Scio , was born in West Almond, and has always

resided in the county. In 1876 he located at Wellsville, and

has since been engaged in the telegraph office at that place .

Dickinson Clark was born in Clarksville , Otsego county,

in 1832 , and came to Wellsville in August , 1858, from Afton ,

Chenango county . He was married in 1857 to Miss Easton ,

of Wellsville. He is a manufacturer of sash , blinds and

doors , and a dealer in all kinds of lumber. He was super

visor of Wellsville in 1877 and 1878, and has also served as

chief engineer of the fire department of Wellsville .

W. H. COATS came from Alfred to Wellsville in 1837 ,

cleared the land and settled where the store and res

idence of Coats Brothers now stand , and commenced the

manufacture of furniture. He found time to act as justice

of the peace for fifteen years, to clerk in a store, and take

jobs of building and painting without being seriously incom

moded in his furniture business . In 1850 he brought into

Wellsville the third steam engine in the county for manufac

turing purposes. In December, 1854 , his store and resi

dence burned . He rebuilt the store in 1855 . In 1866

Coats Brothers commenced the manufacture of ash cham

ber suits and extension tables , employing twenty -five men.

In May, 1873 the factory burned ; in October their fin

ishing shop, and in the following January their rented fac

tory . They rebuilt their shops in 1874 and employ twenty

five men . The business has been carried on by W. H.

Coats , W. H. Coats & Son , and Coats Brothers, continuously

since 1837 .

William Coats, a 'son of Bartholomew Coats, who came to

Wellsville at an early day, was born in the town of Indepen

dence . He was married in July, 1853 , to Marian Niles, a

daughter of Elijah Niles of Wellsville , and at present lives

on the old Niles homestead.

REV . ALBERT Coit, pastor of the Baptist church , was

born in Hastings, Oswego county, October ist , 1837 , and

became a resident of Wellsville in June, 1870. Prior to his

coming to Wellsville his home was in Rochester.

Henry Crandall was born in Cazenovia , Madison county,

in 1814. He went to Tioga county , Pa. , in 1824, and lived

there till 1842 , when he came to Independence and lived at

Green's Corners, and worked at shoemaking. In 1861 he

located on his present farm in the town of Wellsville, where

he lives with his two sons, I. and A. D. Crandall .

REV. ANSON W. CUMMINGS, D. D. , LL.D. , was born in

Trenton , Oneida county, N. Y. , February 23d , 1814. Soon

after his birth his parents removed to Canada , the early

home of his mother, where they both died . When about

eighteen years old, tlırown upon his own resources by the

death of his father and the second marriage of his mother,

he returned to the State of New York . He attended a select

school for some time at Boonville, in Oneida county, and

then entered the Methodist seminary at Cazenovia, N. Y. ,

then the leading institution of the Methodist church in the

United States. Here for some years he enjoyed the in

structions of those eminent men and teachers, Dr. W. C.

Laribee, Dr. W. H. Allen , now at the head of Girard Col

lege , Dr. Johnston , Dr. George Peck and others. In the

spring of 1836 he entered upon his life work as the principal

of Collinsville Institute, Lewis county , and in the fall of

that year he was received on trial in the Black River (now

the Northern New York) Conference , and was married to Miss

Adeline Bissell , of Augusta, Canada, the companion of his

childhood and youth . In 1837 he was called to the Gouy

erneur Wesleyan Seminary. Here he buried the wife of his

youth and his then only child . He remained at Gouverneur

until his marriage to Miss Florilla Alexander, a former pu

pil and a lady of fine attainments, from one of the best fam

ilies of St. Lawrence county . In July, 1844, Dr. Cum

mings resigned the principalship at Gouverneur, and spent

two years as pastor of the Methodist church at Fairfield,

N. Y. He was ordained to the deaconate in 1839 by the

venerable Bishop Hedding, and to the eldership in 1841 in

regular course by Bishop Soule. His health failing in pul

pit labors he resigned them, and in October, 1846 , he ac

cepted a professorship in McKendree College, Illinois, and

was subsequently made president of the same institution .

In 1850 Dr. Cummings was tendered the presidency of the

Illinois State Institution for the Blind, with a liberal salary,

but he felt that duty detained him at McKendree.

Here he buried his second wife , and in 1853. married

Mrs. Isabella H. Sheldon , one of the teachers in the Illinois

Conference Female College . Attracted by the mild climate

and in hope of relief from asthma, from which for years he

had been a great sufferer, in 1854 he accepted the presi

dency of the Odd Fellows ' Female College in east Tennessee.

Soon after he was called to the presidency of the Female

College at Asheville, N. C. This being a school under the

control of his denomination , he accepted the call , much to

the regret of the hosts of friends he had made during the

year he spent in that most delightful region , east Tennessee.

He entered upon his duties at Asheville in July, 1855 , and

remained here to the close of the terrible war of Rebellion .

In the spring of 1866 Dr. Cummings became president of
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RIVERSIDE SEMINARY , WELLSVILLE , N.Y . A.W.CUMMINGS.D.O . LL.D.PRIN .

This institution originated in the enterprise of the late Charles Sim

mons, who erected the buildings, and then transferred the property to

Rev. J. S. Bingham. Mr. Bingham , assisted by Mrs. Bingham , Miss C.

L. Loyd and Professor R. B. Tyler, opened the school in 1873. The

next faculty consisted of Professor A. G. Slocum , Principal ; Miss C. A.

Stockwell , Miss F. Davis and Professor Holt . After the death of Mr.

Simmons the school ran down and was for a time suspended . In 1877

Rev. A. W. Cummings, D. D. , a native of this State, but long a resident

in the South , at that time the President of the old University of South

Carolina, purchased the property, and in September of that year re

opened the Seminary. The faculty consists of Rev. A. W. Cummings

D. D. , LL. D. , Principal ; Olin F. Cummings, A. B. , Teacher of Music,

Languages, etc .; Mrs. Isabella H. Cummings, Teacher of English Lit

erature, etc .; Mrs. Sue V. Fleming, Teacher of French , Natural

Philosophy , Rhetoric, etc.

The buildings and grounds are well represented in the accompanying

engraving. They stand on elevated ground overlooking the Genesee

river about midway between the flourishing villages of Wellsville and

Scio. In the school building, seen at the right , is a large school -room,

provided with the most modern and best school furniture ; also a lib

rary room, music room, four class rooms, and eight dormitories for

gentlemen on the third story . The residence contains three parlors,

two dining- rooms connected by folding- doors, a kitchen , pantry, music

room and fourteen chambers. All the rooms are neatly carpeted and

furnished . The other buildings seen are a two story laundry and wood

house, barn and carriage house. The library is large, containing none

but choice, valuable standard works . The apparatus is sufficient for

present purposes. There is no healthier location or safer place for

youth in the State . The curriculum of study prepares students of both

sexes for admission to any college or university , the professions, or for

the duties of practical life . Tuition and board are as low as at any

first class school in the region .

The school year opens on the first Monday in September, and is divi

ded into four quarters without vacation until the end of the year in June .

The Seminary is incorporated under an Act of the Legislature of

New York, with the following board of trustees :

A. N.Cole, Wellsville, H. L. Jones, Wellsville.

ist CLASS. L.S.Anderson , 2d CLASS. E. C. Elwell , Riverside .

Geo.W.Russell, L. A. Bunker, Riverside.

( William Middaugh, Riverside.
3d CLASS. Rev. J. F. Brown , Scio .

F. A. Cummings, Riverside .
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the Spartanburg Female College , at Spartanburg, S. C. , and

from there was called to a professorship in the old State

University at Columbia, S. C. He was chosen president by

his fellow professors at their third annual meeting after he

entered the large , able faculty , embracing some of the most

distinguished men in the State.

Dr. Cummings has been eminently successful in all the

positions he has filled, and has been duly appreciated . Ex

Governor Chamberlain, himself a distinguished scholar, says

of him : “ Rev, A. W. Cummings, D. D. , now president of the

South Carolina University, has been thirty years a most suc

cessful and devoted educator or preacher and teacher in

North and South Carolina. He is an able and learned in

structor, an admirable executive officer, honest , firm , en

lightened and liberal . He may be trusted to do good and

confer honor in any position he may fill.” Had Dr. Cum

mings devoted himself to the pulpit he would doubtless have

taken high rank as a preacher. The editor of the Knoxville

( Tenn .) Christian Advocate wrote : “ We had an interesting

sermon in this city a few Sabbaths ago , from Dr. Cummings.

He knows how to instruct and please his hearers. His bear

ing in the pulpit is complete. You discover no awkwardness,

no affectation. His whole deportment is that of ease and

gracefulness. He gesticulates but seldom , but always with

effect.”

Dr. Cummings is a most devoted and successful laborer in

the cause of temperance. Almost from the origin of the

order, he has been a " Son of Temperance," has instituted

many new divisions, and has traveled many thousands of

miles to attend the meetings of the Grand and National di

visions . He was Grand Worthy Patriarch of North Carolina

for two successive terms , an honor rarely enjoyed.

Dr. Cummings has six living children , Parish A. , an alum

nus of Wafford College, Spartanburg, and of the Law School

at Columbia, S. C. , is a lawyer in North Carolina. Edward

W. is in mercantile pursuits in South Carolina . Charles W.

graduated in the law school at Columbia , under that distin

guist jurist the late Chief Justice Moses. Miss Belle, his

only daughter, Francis A , and Prof. Olin F. are with him at

Riverside Seminary, Francis A. being the treasurer and
business manager. Dr. Cummings has for many years had

the honorary titles of A. M. and D. D .; recently , one of the

best colleges in the South has added the LL. D.

He is emphatically a self made man , and his long career of

usefulness should stimulate young men to energy, industry ,

self- reliance and hope of success based on their own exer:

tions .

Alson Crowner, a son of Joseph Crowner, who came to

Wellsville about 1826 , was born in Washington county in

1815. In 1838 he built a saw - mill on Brimmer brook (now

owned by Alfred Brown) , and worked it till 1852 , when he

traded with J. M. Mott for his present home on Dyke's

creek, where he has since resided . He was married in 1847 ,

to Miss Mary Wright, daughter of William Wright, a resident

on Knight's creek , in Scio .

S. E. Daniels was born in Chenango county , and lived

several years in Otsego county, and for a time in Pennsyl

vania. In 1851 he came to Scio, and was track foreman for

the Erie railroad company for three years, since which

time he has been located at Wellsville, as assistant agent at

the depot.

Simon Dornow, a native of Saxony, came to America in

1851. He located in 1858 on his present farm in Wellsville ,

which he cleared and improved and where he has always

resided . In 1855 he was married to Wilhelmina Miller,

also a native of Germany.

Lester Dyke, a son of Nathaniel Dyke, was born in Cuba,

in 1826 . He afterward lived in Amity till 1861 ; then in

Alma till 1869 , since which time he has been a resident of

Wellsville . In 1874 he located on his present farm , on

Niles hill . He was married in 1850 to Miss Elizabeth

Smith , of Rushford .

EDWARD J. FARNUM was born in Uxbridge, Worcester

county, Mass. , in 1809 . He came to Wellsville in 1847 ,

from Bath , Steuben county, and has since resided there,

engaged in lumbering, milling and farming. He was mem

ber of the constitutional convention of 1867 and 1868 . He

was married in 1828 to Lucy E. Goff, at Pittsford , Monroe

county. Mrs. Farnum died October 12th , 1876 .

ISAAC W. Fassett was born in Springfield, Bradford

county , Pa., in February, 1815. In 1841 he removed to

Elmira, where he was engaged in lumbering and building

till 1849. He was in Michigan a year, and in 1850 came to

Wellsville, where he was extensively engaged in lumbering

until 1870 , giving employment to twenty men . Since that

time he has built entensively, having erected eight brick

stores, one bank , twelve houses, one hotel and fourteen

barns in Wellsville. He has bought and owned six thousand

acres of real estate, and still owns three farms, aggregating

one thousand acres. In the spring of 1878 he engaged in

the grocery trade. He has served the town two years as

supervisor, and the village as president of the board of edu

cation and in other useful capacities .

C. L. Farnum , a native of Rhode Island, afterward re

sided in Steuben county. He went to Luzerne county, Pa. ,

in 1833 , and lived there till 1848 . He was married in 1839

to Sarah Gaylord , of Luzerne county , Pa . , and came to

Wellsville in 1848, and engaged in trade till 1860. He was

two years clerk in the quartermaster's department in the

army, and from 1862 till 1870 was in Livingston county,

Mich. Returning to Wellsville at the latter date , he has

since been engaged in the fire and accident insurance busi

ness.

а

George A. Farnum , son of Caleb Farnum , was born in

Rhode Island, in 1807. He lived several years in Massa

chusetts, and located at Bath , Steuben county, in 1830,

where he remained till 1853 , engaged in lumbering and

hotel -keeping, when he came to Wellsville , where he lum

bered till about five years ago, since which time he has been

farming. He spent two years in Michigan , and one year in

Wisconsin , lumbering, building mills, etc. He was married

in 1832 , to Angeline Hanks, of Bath , who died in January,

1877. He was married again in March, 1878, to Miss Sarah

Taylor.

Fisher Brothers, dry goods merchants, are natives of En

gland . They came to America in 1845 , and were a few years

in Canada, and afterwards in Rochester till 1861. T. F.

Fisher came to Wellsville in 1861 , and engaged as miller in

the old Swift Mill till 1866, in which year in partnership

with H. S. White, he purchased the dry goods business of

H. L. Jones . In 1876 Mr. White retired from the firm , and

H. F. Fisher, who had been clerk for Hoyt & Lewis since

1863 , purchased an interest in the business , which has since

been conducted by the firm of Fisher Brothers .
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John Foster, son of Asa Foster, was born on his father's

old homestead in Wellsville, in 1832 , where he has always

resided, and at present owns and occupies a part of the

He was married in 1857 to I. C. Webster, from Ca

yuga county.

C. H. Friedrich , a native of Prussia , came to America

December 25th , 1854. He was one year in Buffalo and

three years in Lockport, N. Y. In 1858 he located at Wells

ville , and worked in French's tannery twelve years , having

occupied the position of foreman during the last five years

of his service. In 1870 he engaged in the grocery and

crockery trade .

J. B. Goodliff was born on Long Island and came to

Wellsville with his father, A. A. Goodliff, in 1851. In 1869

he engaged in the marketing business ,which he has since suc

cessfully conducted .

Pardon Green was born in Rhode Island in 1823 . He

came to Independence in 1833 and has been several years

located on his present farm in Wellsville , near Fulmer Valley .

He was married in 1845 to Caroline Rogers, of Green

wood, Steuben county .

E. B. Hall, a native of Fairfield, Conn . , came to Wellsville

in 1852 and engaged in the drug business on a small scale,

not far from the site of York & Chamberlain's bank.

In 1857 he moved to his new store in Union block ,where he

set up the first soda fountain in Wellsville . His store was

burned in 1867 , but he immediately built his present fine

brick building, and has one of the finest drug stores in

western New York .

Brigham Hanks was born in Bath , Steuben county, N. Y. ,

in 1820. He came to Wellsville from Kanona, Steuben

county , in 1859 , and has since resided there engaged in the

general insurance business . He has served as justice of

the peace. He was married in 1843 to Sarah J. Filer.

H. Heers was born in Hanover, and came to America in

1851 and bought and settled on a farm east of the village of

Wellsville, where he still resides . He was married in 1855

to Sarah Fuller, of Angelica.

C. C. Horn, a native of Hanover, came to America in 1850

and lived two years at Angelica . In 1852 he located on his

present farm in Wellsville, east of the village . He was mar

ried , in 1852 , to Catharine Schwartz , a native of Germany.

George Howe, a native of Clinton county , learned the

printer's trade in Dansville. In 1842 he published the Alle

gany County Advocate at Angelica . He was one year deputy

sheriff, and employed a year on a paper in Wellsboro, Pa . ,

after which he returned to Angelica and remained till 1848 .

He was in the West two years, and from 1850 to 1861 was

connected with the press of Wellsville. He was then em

ployed a year and a half on a paper in Newburgh and was

in the oil country till 1865 , when he removed to Wellsville,

and was engaged on the Wellsville Times and Allegany

County Reporter till 1876. He was engaged in the dry goods

trade a year, and since the spring of 1877 has been em

ployed in the Niles drug store , established in February , 1871 .

George Howell was born at Riverhead , L. I. , in 1812. He

lived five years in Tompkins county and came with his father,

Micah Howell, to Almond in 1823. The elder Howell died

in 1858. Mr. Howell was a short time at Hornellsville , and

came to Wellsville in 1868 and became the proprietor of the

Howell House, with livery attached . He was married in

September, 1837 , Eliza R. Wygant.

Hoyt & Lewis came from Chenango county to Wellsville

in 1851 , and during the same year H. N. Lewis and H.

Beecher established themselves in the dry goods and grocery

trade. Mr. Beecher soon afterward sold his interest to Jul

ius Hoyt and the firm name was changed to Hoyt & Lewis.

In 1855 G. W. Russell was admitted as a partner, the style

of the firm being again changed , to Hoyt, Lewis & Russell,

In 1856 they added their banking department. In 1857

they occupied their new store in Union block, on their pres

ent site . In 1860 Mr. Russell retired , and the firm resumed

its old name, which it still retains. In 1867 their store was

burned , but they soon built their present elegant brick build

ing . Their business in all its branches has gradually in

creased till it is so extensive as to employ several clerks .

Shadrach Hubbell , farmer and lumberman, was born in

Steuben county . In 1849 he came to Alma, and located

on Honeoye creek , where he was extensively engaged in

lumbering till 1869 , when he came to Wellsville and bought

a farm from Lewis Foster, where he has since resided . He

built a mill on Ford's brook in 1870. He was married in

1851 to Malinda Chapel, of Bolivar, who died in May, 1856,

and Mr. Hubbell was married in 1861 to Electa Tras, of

Bolivar.

John S. Johnston , a son of Henry Johnston , was born in

Afton , Chenango county . He moved to Wellsville in 1871 ,

where he has since resided, engaged in lumbering and

farming.

Mrs. Martha Johnson, whose maiden name was McHenry,

was born in Southport, Chemung county. In 1843 she

married Henry William Johnson , of Chenango county, who

came to Wellsville in 1850, and was extensively engaged in

lumbering. He died in Wellsville, January, 1853 , since

which time Mrs. Johnson and her daughter, Ella J. Johnson ,

have resided in Wellsville .

David S. Jones, a native of Chautauqua county, came with

his father, Lewis Jones, from Tompkins county in 1851 to

Wellsville , and located on a farm west of the village , on

Brimmer brook , built a saw-mill, and engaged in lumbering

and farming. In 1856 the elder Jones moved to the village

where he resided till his death in January, 1876. Daniel S.

Jones also took up his residence in the village, in the fall of

1877 , and is engaged in undertaking.

J. Eugene Jones, son of David S. Jones, was born on his

father's old homestead in Wellsville, in 1855 , where he has

always resided, engaged in farming. He was married in

April , 1878, to Miss Sarah Foland, of Alma.

Z. H. Jones was born in Coventry, Chenango county, in

1810, and came from there to Wellsville (then Scio) in 1832 .

He lived on a farm on the river road, south of the village ,

till 1840, when he removed to the village. He has since

practiced law . He served two years as supervisor and thir.

ty -two years as justice of the peace. He was married in

1833 to Eliza M. Woodcock, of Independence .

Mrs. D. C. Judd, a daughter of Luman B. Elliott, of West

Almond , was married in 1857 to D. C. Judd, a native of

Connecticut , then a resident of Alma. Mr. Judd located at

Wellsville the same year, and engaged in the provision trade

several years, wholesale and retail . In 1870 he sold his

stock , and engaged in the lumber trade till his death , in

October , 1875 , since which time Mrs. Judd, with her family,

has lived retired , at Wellsville.

Rev. Philip Kinsella is pastor of St. Paul's Catholic



WELLSVILLE BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES CONTINUED. 367

Church, of Wellsville , and of the Catholic church of Ando

ver.

66

1 )

a

ame .

J. J. S. Lee was born in Fairfax county, Va. , in 1824 , and

came to Wellsville in 1852 from the West, where he had

been for some time engaged in building telegraph lines , since

which time he has been engaged in the lumbering and real

estate business and civil engineering. He has served several

years as justice of the peace .

H. P. Lewis , a native of Potter county, Pa. , came to Stan

nard's Corners in 1862 and built a saw, lath , shingle and

planing mill . In August , 1877 , C. M. Hallock bought a half

interest in the property, and they built a grist - mill in con

nection with it . Mr. Lewis was married in 1862 to Deborah

Seaver, of Wellsville, who died in 1872. He was married

again in 1873 , to Addie E. Yager, of Wellsville .

McEwEN BROTHERS. — Duncan McEwen, a native of

Perthshire, Scotland , came to America in 1849, lived one year

in New York, a year and a half in West Point, and came from

there to Angelica in 1852. He was employed while there

by Neal & Welch as machinist. He came to Wellsville in

1854, and was in the employ of Smith & Williams, as fore

man in a machine shop, till 1856 , when he commenced busi

ness himself, in Coats's cabinet shop, on a small scale, a lathe

and drilling machine composing his machinery. In 1861 he

bought a lot on Main street near the corner of State, and

built a shop , and in connection with his machine shop

established the first wool carding machine in Wellsville, and

employed A. Putnam to run the The b'isiness he

carried on till his death in February , 1864, from which time

the business was carried on by Mrs. McEwen till April ,

1868, when partnership was formed between his sons, John .

and W. R. McEwen , under the present firm name of Mc

Ewen Brothers.

William W. Nichols, editor and publisher of the Alle

gany Democrat, was born in Dryden , Tompkins county , Oc

tober 26th , 1845. His parents were of New England origin .

His father was born at Suffield, Conn . , and his mother near

Bangor, Me. His grandfather, Ebenezer B. Nichols , served

as a lieutenant in the patriot army that fought the British

at Bunker Hill. His mother's maiden name was Lombard,

her father emigrating to this country from Austria.

He entered the office of the Dryden News as an appren .

tice at the early age of thirteen , working in the summer and

attending the academy in the winter. At sixteen he was

given editorial charge of the paper, but his love of humor

and the ridiculous side of life lost him his situation . A

humorous article on the captain of a militia company set

the community in a roar, but it roused the ire of the pub

lisher, who was an intimate friend of the captain , and Nich

ols had to leave. At eighteen he purchased the Cayuga

County Courier, a paper at Moravia, which he published

about ten months, selling out to Abner Livingston . In the

fall of 1864 he took a deep interest in politics , and in com

pany with the present member of Congress from the Tomp

kins county district , Hon. J. W. Dwight, “ soared , " as he

expresses it, “ the American eagle around the school-rooms

in Dryden township in behalf of outraged liberty, and for the

expansion of my lungs. My lungs survived ,” he says, “ but

it was a hard strain on liberty ." Taking Greeley's advice,

“ to go west and plow deep , ” he settled on a farm in

Ossian, Livingston county, in 1869. He was not a suc

cess as a farmer, He raised grain , but his cattle ate

up the grain , and the hired men ate up the cattle . What

he don't know about farming, he says , “ would fill sev

eral volumes;" and what he desires to know could be

written on the handle of a pitchfork ." In the spring of

1871 he entered the office of the Allegany County Reporter,

then published at Belmont, and soon took charge of the

local department of that journal. In January , 1873 , he as

sumed the business and editorial management of the Olean

Times, published at Olean , N. Y. August 16th, 1874 , he

purchased the Allegany Democrat, published at Wellsville,

and is sti ! l its editor and proprietor. His journalistic ex

perience has been large and varied . Under his manage

ment the Democrat has become one of the leading country

journals of the State. He has placed it upon a solid and en

during basis.

Ira Niles, son of E. W. Niles , was born in Ontario county,

in 1831 , and came when young to Scio. In 1845 he moved

to Niles hill , and located on the farm now owned by Wil

liam Coats . He was married in March, 1871 , to Zoe Van

Arsdal , a native of Cayuga county, and located on his pres

ent farm .

H. H. Nye, M. D. , was born in Madison county, in 1820.

His father was Benjamin B. Nye, who located in Genesee

in 1830. Dr. Nye entered the Alfred University in 1840,

and studied medicine with Dr. Hartshorn of that place and

graduated in 1849. He practiced in Alfred and Almond

till 1855 , when he removed to Wellsville , where he has been

very successful.

F. S. Osborn , son of Sheldon Osborn, from Connecticut,

was born in Otsego, N. Y. He came to Allegany county in

1842 , and lived in Andover and Alfred till 1866 , when he

came into Wellsville, on Dyke's creek , and in 1868 located

where he now resides. He was married in 1851 , to Maria

Leonard, daughter of Loring Leonard, of Andover.

Samuel Palmer, a native of Rensselaer county, lived a

while in Chenango and Onondaga counties , and located at

Wellsville in 1841 , where he has since resided, and was

engaged in blacksmithing till 1867 , since which time he has

lived retired .

Ephraim R. Proctor, a native of Madison county, came

to Allegany county in 1827 , and lived at Alfred Centre

eleven years, engaged in farming and the manufacture of

hats. In 1838 he came to Wellsville and located on a farm set

tled by Silas Devore, where he has since lived. He was

married in 1826, to Miss Mary Cartwright, a native of

Madison county, who came to Alfred in 1824. His son,

Orvill 0. Proctor, who was born on the old homestead ,

where he has always resided, was in the war of the Rebel.

lion .

Thomas Puller, a native of Orange county, became con

nected with the Erie Railway in 1848, and was several years

in Dunkirk . In 1860 he located at Wellsville, and was en

gaged as track supervisor till 1875. During the past few

years he has been very active in the building up of the

town, having built several brick blocks as well as a number

of houses. He served thirteen years as assessor and one

year as supervisor, and has held various other local offices.

J. D. Rathbone, a native of Tioga county, Pa. , came to

the town of Independence in 1835 , and in 1850 went west,

and remained till 1853. He afterwards lived in Mobile, Ala. ,

till 1864 , when he came to Wellsville and engaged in the

sale of general merchandise, till 1868 , when he went into

>
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the grocery trade , in which he continued till 1871 . He was

employed by C. H. Simmons till 1873 , since which time he

has been engaged in the boot and shoe trade .

Jacob Rauber, a native of Prussia, came to America in

1852 , and located in the town of Wellsville in July, 1853 ,

on a farm east of the village , which he bought of E. A. Smith .

He has improved the place and made it his home since ,

He was married in 1840 , to Elizabeth Theobold , also a

native of Prussia .

F. K. Richards, of the firm of Palmer & Richards, is a

native of Wyoming county. He came to Wellsville in 1868 ,

with his father, Alden Richards, with whom he engaged in

the flour and feed trade. In 1872 the latter withdrew from

the firm , and M. D. Palmer took his place , since which

change the grocery business has been added, and the firm

of E. T. Woodcock & Co. , dealers in and shippers of general

produce, has been organized . Alden Richards died in No.

vember, 1877 .

J. A. Rider, a native of Livingston county, went to Horn

ellsville in 1861 to learn photography with Mr. Sutton, and

was there till 1868 , when he came to Wellsville, and as a

member of the firm of McCrary & Rider established a pho

tograph gallery . Mr. McCrary died the same year, and

Mr. Rider purchased the entire business and has since

conducted it very successfully.

Simon Rixford was born in Troupsburgh, Steuben county,

N. Y. , where he resided till May, 1866 , when he removed to

Knapp's creek , Pa . There he lived till May, 1878 , when

he came to Wellsville and bought a farm on the River road,

where he still resides . He was married in 1849 to Maria

Shawl , of Steuben county . While in Pennsylvania he was

interested in oil property, and now has several producing

wells at Rixford , a town named in his honor.

James Roche was born in the county of Cork , Ireland , in

1832 , and came to America in 1849. He lived in Springfield ,

Mass . , till 1855 , when he came to Wellsville and located on

his present farm , east of the village . He was married in

1859 to Margaret Ray .

Charles Rowley, a native of Tioga county, Pa., lived in

Steuben county till 1830, when he moved, with his father,

Jesse Rowley, to Wellsville and settled on the lot next east of

his present place, and in 1832 bought and located on the

latter, where he has since resided . Mr. Rowley, sen . , was out

of the county from 1839 to 1859 ; but returned in the latter

year and lived with his son till his death in June, 1867 .

Since 1846 Charles Rowley has been engaged as a minister in

the Seventh - Day Baptist church . He has been overseer of

the poor, commissioner of highways and assessor,

B. C. Rude was born in Livingston county in 1836. He

graduated from Genesee College , at Lima, in 1858,and taught

school three years . He read law from 1859 to 1862. In

1863 he engaged in the practice of his profession in Almond

where he remained till 1867 , when he removed to Wellsville,

where he has since lived . From 1873 to 1875 he edited the

Reporter.

Hugh Sarsfied, a native of Ireland , came to America in

1846. He was in Buffalo a few years and while there learned

the baker's trade. He lived in Jamestown and Cattaraugus

county, and in 1857 came to Rushford. In 1868 he removed

to Wellsville and in 1871 located on his present farm , on

Niles hill . He was married in 1853 to Miss Mary A. Litch

field, of Ellicottville, Cattaraugus county .

B. C. Schermerhorn, a native of Herkimer county, came

to Allegany county in 1861 and kept the Stannard's Corners

Hotel till 1873 ; afterwards he was three years in the Belvi

dere Hotel and one year on a farm in Andover. In 1877 he

assumed the management of the First National Hotel at

Wellsville. It was burned August 24th , 1878 .

Captain H. N. Schlick was born in Dansville, Livingston

county, in 1841. He lived in Wisconsin two years, and since

1867 has spent his time in Dansville and Wellsville , and he

located permanently at the latter place in 1873, and became

well known as a barber. He holds the position of fire war

den . He enlisted August 4th, 1862 , as private in Company

K, 130th N Y. volunteers (afterward changed to ist N. Y.

Dragoons), and acted as fifth and afterward first sergeant.

May ith, 1863 , he was commissioned as second lieutenant,

and afterward promoted to first lieutenant, then to captain .

He participated in the following engagements : Deserted

Farm , Siege of Suffolk , South Quay, Franklin, Baltimore

Cross Roads, Manassas Plains, Culpepper Court-house,

Stannardsville, Todd's Tavern, Spottsylvania, Anderson's

Bridge, Yellow Tavern, Meadow Bridge, Mechanicsville.

Cold Harbor, Trevillian Station , Derbytown, White Post and

Newtown, receiving a wound in the last mentioned battle.

He was mustered out of service with the officers of the reg

iment, July 18th , 1865 .

DR . H. M. SHEERAR was born in Virgil , Cortiand county ,

N.Y. , February 22nd , 1828, and was brought up on a'farm at

hard work . He attended school in Cortlandville and Homer

academies and obtained an academic education . He taught

district and select schools in Virgil , and also taught in

Michigan ; and lectured on temperance, education , pho

netics, etc. He studied dentistry early in life under some of

the best practitioners in the State ; came to Wellsville and

opened an office in 1856. He has made some of the finest

sets of artificial teeth in the State, called “ Allen's Continu

ous Gum ." He is still actively employed in his profession.

He is an untiring worker in the Sunday-school and other

causes . He has the honor of having introduced the black

board and uniform lessons into the county of Allegany.

Mrs. Moses Stevens, formerly Miss Mary Tomlinson ,

was born in East Bloomfield, N. Y. , February 9th , 1820 .

She was married May 31st, 1848.

Mr. Stevens ( deceased ) was born in Enfield , Grafton

county, N. H. , March ist , 1819. He came to Dansville in

1840 or 1841 , and immediately began studying law with

B. F. Harwood . He was admitted to the bar May 14th ,

1847 He never left his profession , but soon commenced

buying wild lands. In 1850 he, with his brother Halsey R.

Stevens , bought nearly four thousand acres on the Penn

sylvania line. They built a large mill in what is now Alma,

costing $ 100,000. Mr. Stevens, after surveying for a plank

road , built a tramway directly through the forest twelve

miles, employing a great many men . Quite a number of

residents of Wellsville and Alma came from Canada and dif

ferent parts of this State to work for him . At first this road ,

leading through Pikeville , did more than any other thing to

open the way for those away from railroads to get out to

market , and was a great stimulus to business at Wellsville, to

which place Mr. Stevens removed from Dansville in 1852 .

Mr. Stevens was mustered in July, 1863, as a captain in

the 13th heavy artillery, having raised a company by enlist

ment of about one hunólred and seventy men . After being

>
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in Fort Hamilton two months he went to the defenses of

Norfolk and Portsmouth , Va ., and was at different points

within ten miles of the navy yard until the close of the war.

From the nature of the service he rarely had a superior

officer in his camp . Soon his legal experience gave him de

tached work, such as court martials, etc. A paper which he

prepared on one of these occasions coming to the eye of the

general , he sent for him , saying he wanted the writer of it

for a judge. He then made a judicial district of eastern

Virginia , with Mr. Stevens at the head , his duties embracing

those of a justice of the peace, a surrogate and a supreme

court judge . In the summer of 1865 this arrangement was

abolished and Mr. Stevens was made provost judge, until he

went to Washington , the last of August, followed by two

petitions, one from the black and one from the white citizens

of Norfolk, to have him returned to them , “ as under him

they always had justice." His health , however, was such

that he was anxious to be at home . He was mustered out of

service September 3d , 1865 , and came directly to Elmira for

advice . He continued under medical treatment , which he

had been obliged to have since suffering from a fever in the

fall of 1864. He never was able to do any business after

coming to Wellsville . As the last resort he was taken back

to the water cure in Elmira in May, 1867. He was never

able to be brought away, and died there August 28th , 1867 .

STILLMAN & VERY .—The business of Messrs. Stillman

& Very is as prominent as that of any of the leading busi

ness men in Wellsville . Its history is as follows : In De

cember, 1861 , a news - room was established by Dr. H. M.

Sheerar . Not long afterward he sold out to J. W. Simpson .

March ist, 1865 , the latter disposed of the business to A.

S. Stillman , who added the book trade. In the spring of.

1866 his store was twice burned within five weeks. He did

business two years in a hemlock shanty and three years in

the 'Brown block . In 1869 the firm of Stillman & Very was

formed by the admission of A. O. Very to partnership . In

1871 they located at their present stand . They added the

sale of musical instruments and sewing machines at the

time they formed their copartnership, since which date their

trade has gradually increased to a business of $30,000 to

$35,000 annually .

Jeremiah Sheehan , a native of Ireland , emigrated to

America in 1837 , and in 1838 came to Wellsville. In June,

1842 he bought a farm on lot 38, east of the village, where

he has since resided . He was married to Margaret Brady .

Henry Schrauder, a native of Hanover, came to America

in 1850, and located on his present farm in Wellsville, east

of the village , where he has since resided , clearing and im

proving the place . He owns four hundred acres. In 1843

he was married to Elsa Blickway .

C. H. Simmons was born in Italy , Yates county, in Au

gust, 1833. He became a resident of Wellsville in Sep

tember, 1864, and until his death was one of the most

prominent men of the village . His widow survives him .

E. A. Smith was born in Butternuts, Otsego county, in

1808, and came to Angelica in 1817 , where he was for a

time engaged in trade . He was connected with the Magees

in staging from Geneva to Jamestown about sixteen years.

He came to Wellsville in 1839 , and engaged in the lumber

ing and milling business. He built the first grist - mill of any

account in town , recently destroyed by fire. He has also

been extensively engaged in the real estate business. He

was seven years brigade inspector of militia under ap

pointment by Governor Marcy. He has served the town

four years as supervisor and held the office of postmaster

of Wellsville for the same length of time .

Thomas L. Smith was born in Rochester, in 1823 , and

came to Angelica in 1846 and engaged in the hardware

trade till 1851 , when he removed to Wellsville and opened

a store, which he conducted till 1858. During the war Mr.

Smith had a photograph gallery . Since 1867 he has been

employed as cashier of Bush & Howard's tannery . He has

been very active in building up a town library, of which he

is librarian . He was at one time deputy postmaster .

J. N. Stoddard, a native of Wyoming county, came to

Wellsville in 1855. In 1862 he went to Hartford , Conn . ,

and remained there over three years learning the printer's

trade . He returned to Wellsville in the fall of 1866 , where

he has since resided . He is now employed in the office of

the Allegany County Reporter.

L. Sweet, a native of Dutchess county, came to Wellsville

in 1852 , and as a member of the firm of Sweet, Whittaker &

Co. , established a machine shop . Two years later he re

moved to Dansville, N. Y. , but returned in 1860 and pur

chased the old business.

0. P. Taylor, manufacturer of and dealer in tobacco and

cigars , a son of John Osborn Taylor, was born in Lynchburgh ,

Va. He came north in 1856 and remained two years, after

which he was three years in South America as railway

superintendent. In 1860 he came to Canaseraga and mar

ried Miss Cornelia Clark , a daughter of Chauncy Clark , and

returned to Virginia , where he lived till 1865. At the close

of the war he again came north , and located at Wellsville,

where he has since resided .

James Thornton was born in Dublin , Ireland . He came

to America in 1852 , and with his parents located at An

gelica in 1853 , where he resided until his enlistment in the

ist N. Y. Dragoons. He served three years in the army,

and in 1865 located in Wellsville, where he has since been

extensively engaged in the manufacture of harness, employ

ing six men and conducting a branch shop at Duke Center,

Pa. Mr. Thornton has invented and patented about thirty

articles in harness , saddle and carriage trimming and fixtures

Mrs. C. Thurston ,whose maiden name was Nancy M. Moon ,

born in Independence. She was a daughter of Thomas

Moon, who settled in this town in 1821. In 1863 she was

married to Daniel Holmes , a native of Massachusetts, and

in 1865 moved to Wellsville, where Mr. Holmes followed

his business of wool carding till his death in May, 1875 .

She was again married in June , 1877 , to Cyrus Thurston ,

fruit dealer and confectioner, of Wellsville.

Samuel S. Truex, a native of Sussex county, N. J. , was

eighteen years in a public house at Port Jervis , and three

years in Waverly, N. Y. He came to Wellsville in 1865

and bought the Clinton House, which he conducted till Oc

tober 8th , 1876 , when it was burned . He rebuilt it and still

owns and manages it . He was elected assessor in 1876 for

a term of three years.

E. Van Nostrand, a son of Luzon Van Nostrand, an early

settler in Granger, was born in that town , and resided there

till 1868, when he removed to Wellsville, where he has since

been engaged in the drug business with E. B. Hall . Mr.

Van Nostrand served two years in the Rebellion with Com

pany I , 27th N. Y. volunteers .

a



370 HISTORY OF ALLEGANY COUNTY, NEW YORK.

I

a

S. D. Vaughn was born in Vermont and reared in Essex

county , N. Y. He was engaged in boating on Lake Champlain

seven years , and afterward lived in Madison county two

years and in Livingston county twelve years, engaged in the

canal trade . In 1851 he moved to Wellsville , and in 1863

located on his present farm . He was married in 1845 to

Miss Anna Starr, of Pennsylvania.

George Waffle, a native of Montgomery county , located in

Scio in 1831 , where he lived till 1844 , after which he was

in Steuben county till 1853 , when he bought his present farm

in Wellsville, near Elm Valley. He was married to Miss

Betsy Knight, a daughter of Samuel Knight, of Scio . His

son , S. G. Waffle, who manages his farm , was born in

Steuben county in 1849. He has bought the old home

stead .

George Wagner, a native of Wurtemberg, Germany , came

to America in 1849. In 1852 he came to Wellsville, and in

1853 located where he now resides , southwest of the village.

In 1846 he was married to Caroline Maier, also a native of

Germany.

Edmund Ward was born in Tompkins county. He lived

four years in Ithaca and four years in Owego , and went from

the later place to the South during the Rebellion , and served

three years in the army. At the close of the war, in 1865 ,

he located at Andover, and in 1868 removed to Wellsville .

In 1870 he engaged in the undertaking business, which he

has since followed a part of the time in connection with

the furniture trade. In 1875 he opened a 99 cent store ,

which is now conducted by E. Ward & Company, George

Doolittle having been admitted as a partner in March ,

1878.

C. F. Weinhauer, a native of Germany, came to America in

1874, and to Wellsville in 1875 , since which time he has been

engaged in the merchant tailoring business , on Main street.

W. J. Whitwood was born in Friendship. His father was

L. B. Whitwood. Mr. Whitwood was one year a clerk in a

dry goods store in Belmont. In 1875 he came to Wellsville

and became a member of the firm of Carman & Whitwood,

who bought the bakery of W. W. Thurston and still continue

the business .

J. G. Wilson , a native of Trumansburgh , Tompkins

county , was twelve years a resident of Seneca county and

then lived at Watkins , Schuyler county, till 1872 . In 1868

he commenced the study of dentistry , and was two years

with Sellen & Spence. In 1872 he was in Wellsboro, Pa. ,

and in 1873 located at Wellsville , where he has since resided

and followed his profession .

M. Wilson & Son are successors of J. C. Noble in the

The business was established by Noble &

Arnold in 1871 , and the present proprietors took possession

in 1877. They came to Wellsville in 1855 and have been

most of the time engaged in farming.

Edward G. Witter was born in Almond, in 1825 , and

in 1838 removed with his father to Willing. He lived there

till 1854, when he located on his present farm in Wellsville,

east of the village. He was married in 1849 to Cordelia

Crandall , of Alma.

Hiram York , a native of Chenango county, located in

Belmont in 1847 , and engaged in the lumber trade . He

shipped the first boat-load of lumber that went over the

Genesee Valley Canal from Oramel . In 1852 he moved to

Wellsville, where he has since been engaged in lumbering .

He was married in 1850 to Miss Sarah Johnston , an only

daughter of Nathaniel Johnston, of Wellsville .

grocery trade.



THE TOWN OF WEST ALMOND.

W
EST ALMOND was set off from Angelica, Al

mond and Alfred , April 15th , 1833. No town

meeting was held until 1836. March ist of that

year the first annual town meeting was held, at

the house of Elijah Horton, and the following

board of officers was elected : David Brown, super

visor ; William Dean , town clerk ; Ira Baker, col .

lector ; Caleb Knight , John Engle and Sidney Marble, jus

tices of the peace ; Philip McHenry, Joseph Hodges and

Henry Lewis, assessors ; Nicholas Trimmer, Ira Baker and

Norman Randall, constables ; Joseph W. Engle, John Lock

hart and Abijah Brown, school commissioners ; Sether

Dean, George B. Engle and Orange Sabin , inspectors of

common schools ; Newell Ives, George W. McHenry and

Isaac Blinn , road commissioners ; Richard Norton , overseer

of poor ; Denis Picket, sealer of weights and measures.

The successive supervisors and town clerks of the town

have been as follows :

Superi'isors.— 1837 , Elijah Horton ; 1838, David Brown ;

1839, 1840, 1844, 1854-56, Jesse B. Gibbs ; 1841 , 1845 , 1860,

1868, 1869 , 1872 , 1873, 1875 , Orange Sabin ; 1842 , 1843 ,

Allen Norton ; 1846, 1848, Samuel M. Eddy ; 1847 , 1850 ,

Luman B. Elliott ; 1849 , Henry McGibney ; 1851 , 1852 ,

Thomas Richardson ; 1853 , Philip McHenry ; 1857 , James

G.'Prentiss ; 1858, 1859, Hiram Karr ; 1861 , 1866 , 1867 ,

Andrus Post ; 1862 , 1863 , George Morton ; 1864, Edwin

Baker; 1865 , Fernando C. Lord ; 1870, 1871 , Jeremiah Hal

sey ; 1874, S. G. Hurd ; 1876 , 1877 , William B. Welch ;

1878 , John A. Ives ; 1879, D. White.

Toun clerks . — 1837, William.Dean ; 1838 , 1851 , 1857-59 ,

Orange Sabin ; 1839, Joshua P. Tucker ; 1840 , 1844, 1847 ,

Samuel M. Eddy ; 1841 , 1842 , Lot J. Wyse ; 1843 , 1848,

Nathan Dean ; 1845 , 1849, Jones G. Prentiss ; 1846, Reu

ben Hills ; 1850 , 1852 , Allen Norton ; 1853 , Levi A. Si

mons ; 1854, Abraham Helm ; 1855 , Cuyler C. Helm ; 1856 ,

Stephen Dean ; 1860-62 , 1865 , Sherman G. Hurd ; 1863 , Dan

iel D. Lowell ; 1864, Joseph J. Turton ; 1866, Henry P.

Green ; 1867 , William T. Riley ; 1868, Charles W. Davis ,

1869-72 , William J. Hurd ; 1873 , 1875 , James Partridge ;

1874, C. L. Thomas; 1876-78, P. J. Perkins .

a

In 1819 the father of David H. Carpenter, who had re

moved with his family, of which David H. (whose trial for

murder is mentioned on page 93) was a member, from Che

mung county to Angelica in 1814 , moved into West Almond

and settled on Black creek. Jasper White, from Vermont,

and John Patterson, Richard Carpenter, Chester Bennett

and Seth Marvin were among the earlier settlers of the

town . Another who came in 1819 was Abial Waver, who

was born in Vermont in 1798. He worked out by the month

for a few years, until his marriage with Nancy Karr, when

he took up fifty acres of land in the north part of the town,

where he made improvements and subsequent purchases and

lived until his death in February, 1873. Mrs. Waver died

October 1th , 1876. Their children were four in number.

They grew to manhood and womanhood. One of their

sons, Joseph K. Waver will be remembered as a resident of

the southern part of the town of Birdsall . Elijah Stevens,

a soldier of the war of 1812 , came from Steuben county and

settled in West Almond in 1820, and Daniel Dean, father of

Oliver Dean, from New Jersey, in 1822 , the latter accom

panying him . Joseph , John and Matthias Engle , from Liv

ingston county, settled in the town in 1824 , and Alvin Stew

art, from Massachusetts, the year after. Beriah Watson

came from Richmond, R. I. ,and settled about half a mile north

of where his son Joseph B. Watson now lives, in 1829 .

Eight years later he removed to the latter place . Beriah

Watson was born in Rhode Island in 1774. At the time

he came to West Almond his son was five years old . Frank

West, a son of Peleg West, of Rhode Island, settled in the

southeastern part of the town in 1830, on the farm where

he now lives. His father was a soldier of the war of 1812 .

Mr. West began the work of clearing his land and putting

it under cultivation , and for four years lived a life of lonely

but industrious bachelorhood . Having surrounded him

self with some of the conveniences of life attainable at that

time, he was married in 1834. He has reared a large

family, who are among the most respected citizens of the

town. Landmarks are still visible on his farm, which show

where he began the work of clearing forty-eight years ago.

Carey Baker, who was born in Washington county, in

1785 , came into the town in 1831 , and located where his son,

Edwin C. Baker, now lives. His wife is now living, at the

age of ninety. At the time of the settlement of his parents

in the town Edwin C. Baker was only a year old. There

was quite an accession of new comers during the next few

years. Among those who came were William and Sether

Dean, Joshua and Ira Baker, John, George B. and Joseph

W. Engle, Sidney Marble, Philip McHenry, Joseph Hodges,

Henry Lewis, John Lockhart, Abijah Brown, Richard Norton,

Norman Randall, Nicholas Trimmer, Isaac Blinn, George

W. McHenry, Newell Ives, Elijah Horton, Jesse B. Gibbs,

-

EARLY SETTLEMENT AND SETTLERS.

In the year 1816 the first settler within the present limits

of the town of West Almond located on the site of the village,

near the center. His name was Daniel Atherton . Within two

years afterward Daniel Hooker, Jason Bixby and Isaac Ray

settled on the " turnpike " road between Almond and An

gelica. John Alfred, from New Jersey, who located near

the north boundary of the town , is supposed to have come

about the same time,

)

7
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Harry Teal , Joshua Tucker, Moses J. Farnham , Washington

C. Sprague, Dexter Starkey, Justin Hills, Orange Sabin ,

Samuel M. Eddy , Simeon P. Davis, Thomas Richardson ,

Alvin G. Perry, Luman Elliott , Harry Hurd , William Shoff

and others, all of whom were identified with the civil history

of the town previous to 1840. In most cases they were ac

companied by other members of their families. A number

of families of Pickets came about 1834 or 1835 and settled

in the eastern part of the town, but all of them have since

died or removed . Henry Easterbrook, with some of his

father's family, settled in the town about 1835. They came

from Oneida county. In 1836 A. B. McGibney, with his

father's family, from Washington county, located in the

town . He died in 1836. His widow, Mrs. Mary E. East

erbrook , still survives him . Edward E. Crandall came to

the town with his father in 1837 . The elder Crandall was

born in Connecticut in 1800. He had lived in Chenango

county prior to his advent in West Almond. Mr. Crandall

is a retired physician , having practiced medicine for about

twenty years. The population was augmented by the rapid

ity with which settlement progressed until it was 808 in

1840. In 1845 it was 875 , and in 1850 976. It was 972 in

1855 , 935 in 1860, 893 in 1865 , 799 in 1870 and 795 in 1875 .

present manager, was their successor. The amount of milk

received the first year was 522,500 pounds, from 175 cows ;

the amount of cheese manufactured was 55,000 pounds.

The statistics for 1878 were as follows : Amount of milk re

ceived , 781,612 pounds; number of cows, 265 ; amount of

cheese made, 78,786 pounds.

The Johnson Cheese Factory was established in 1868 by

R. C. Carpenter. Two years afterward it passed into the

management of Stephen Thomas and continued under his

charge for a year, when it was sold to Francis Adam, who

sold it in turn to John Holverson at the end of a year. Mr.

Johnson purchased the establishment of Holverson in Feb.

ruary , 1874. Previous to that time it had never been very

well managed , never having received more than 500,000

pounds of milk . During the first year after purchasing the

factory Mr. Johnson took in 711,500 pounds of milk , from

an average of 250 cows, and manufactured 75,000 pounds of
cheese . The statistics for 1875 were as follows : 1,146,820

pounds of milk , from 450 cows ; amount of cheese made,

120,580 pounds ; 1876 , 675,000 pounds of milk, from 240

cows ; amount of cheese made, 71,110 ; 1877,929,523 pounds

of milk , from 340 cows ; amount of cheese made, 94,472

pounds ; 1878 (to September ist) , 1,006,919 pounds of milk ,

from 450 cows ; amount of cheese made, 102,492 pounds.

>

EARLY EVENTS.

WEST ALMOND VILLAGE.The first birth occurred in the fall of 1817. It was that

of a daughter of the primitive settler, Daniel Atherton . She

was named Jerusha . The first death was that of Jason

Bixby , in the early part of 1818. The first school was

taught in the east part of the town in 1818, by Jasper White .

The pioneer tavern was opened on the site of the village of

West Almond by Daniel Atherton, the year after his settle

ment . There was no store in the town till 1832 , when

Samuel M. Eddy opened one near where Atherton's inn was .

The first lumberman was Enoch Hawks, who erected a mill

on Angelica creek in 1833. The first religious services

were held at the house of Daniel Dean in 1823 , by Rev.

Robert Hubbard, the indefatigable pioneer Presbyterian

preacher, who did so much toward planting the seeds of

Christianity in the wilderness that he was known not only in

most of the towns of the county , but throughout the adjoining

country. The first church was organized by the Baptists in

1824, and afterward disbanded .

This settlement became prominent in the early days of

the history of the town . Settlement began in that neighbor

hood earlier than in any other portion of the town . The

first store and the first tavern (mentioned elsewhere) were

opened there. The settlement contained a church and fifteen

houses in 1859, and in 1878 , two churches , a hotel , three

stores and groceries, a cheese factory , blacksmith and repair

shops and about twenty dwellings . The postmaster at that

time was P. J. Perkins .

a

WEST ALMOND BAPTIST CHURCH.

BUTTER AND CHEESE MANUFACTURE.

The number of milch cows in West Almond in 1874 was

1,149 ; in 1875 , 1,304 . The number of cows whose milk was

sent to the factory in the former year was 732 ; in the latter

854. In 1874 there were 73,261 pounds of butter and 630

pounds of cheese made in families.

There are two cheese factories in the town , the Abel

Baker factory, in the southeast corner, and the Johnson

factory , at West Almond village. The former was established

in 1860, by Joseph B. Watson , who erected the " make

near his dwelling, for the manufacture of dairy

cheese. This building was removed to its present location

in 1870, and during the following year the upright part was

built by Abel Baker, who conducted the manufacturing two

years, at the end of which time he was succeeded by his

son James A. Baker. The next year the business passed

into the hands of Mrs. Abel Baker and her son William

Baker, who controlled it three years. James H. Baker, the

The Baptist church of West Almond was organized Oc

tober 22nd , 1835 , by the unification of the old Angelica

and Alfred Baptist churches, both then existing in the pres

ent limits of West Almond. This church was organized

with eighty -one members, the Angelica church contributing

fifty -seven and the Alfred society forty -one.

In 1842 the West Almond church built their first place of

worship , in which meetings were held for nineteen years .

The old building being inadequate to the accommodation of

the society it was decided to erect a larger edifice, which

was done in 1861 and 1862. The new church is a neat

building, which will seat two hundred and seventy-five per

sons, and cost about $2,000 .

The following are the names of the successive pastors :

Rev. J. P. Evans, Rev. Martin Smith , Rev. V. Bemis, Rev.

W. Everett , Rev. V. Bemis, Rev. M. M. Coleman, Rev.

W. H. Harrison , Rev. D. D. Lowell , Rev. J. D. Stockwell ,

Rev. A. D. Bump, Rev. L. F. Compton, Rev. N. B. H.

Gardner, Rev. William Storrs and Rev.W. Spicer,

room

WEST ALMOND METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

The West Almond Methodist church was organized in

1861. Rev. W. Post was the first pastor, and it was under

his preaching that the society was founded. The church
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building, situated near the center of the town, was erected

in 1861 , at a cost of $2,000. It will seat two hundred

and fifty persons. The church property is valued at

$3,000 .

The successive pastors since Rev. Mr. Post , with their

terms of service, have been as follows : Rev. R. R. Rork ,

two years ; Rev. J. J. Turton , one year ; Rev. Mr. Jackson,

two years ; Rev. Mr. Pendle, one year ; Rev. Mr. Rowley ,

one year ; Rev. A. T. West, two years ; Rev. George Wil

kinson , one year ; Rev. Mr. Brownell , one year ; Rev. S.

Dayton , one year ; Rev. A. T. West (second term ), one

year ; Rev. A. E. Picket , one year, and Rev. I. Mering,

one year.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

H. V. EASTERBROOK was born in Deerfield, Oneida coun

ty, N. Y. , December 19th , 1827 , and died January 14th , 1877 ,

at West Almond , where he had passed most of his life .

In 1861 he was converted , and he united with the Meth

odist church in 1874 . For many years he worshiped with

that society and held many prominent offices, being one of

the "pillars of the church.” His generosity was large and

genuine. In Christian duty he was constant and fervid , in

life erect . The last year of his earthly existence was filled

with suffering, but having put his trust in the Almighty he

was enabled to bear all with patience. He wished not to

tarry, except for the sake of his companion. Mr. Easter

brook was twice married , leaving no children , but there are

a large number of dear personal friends who mourn for him

as for a father . Religion was a light in his home, a joy in

his heart. At his demise it could be truly said a good man

had fallen asleep in Jesus.

James A. Baker , a resident of West Almond, is the eldest

son of Abel Baker, who was born in Broome county, N. Y. ,

in 1822 , and in 1834 came to West Almond , where he died,

at the age of fifty - three . Mr. Baker is extensively engaged in

the manufacture of cheese .

A. J. Bennett was born in 1836 in Jefferson county , Pa . ,

and came to West Almond in 1866 and settled upon the

farm where he has since lived .

Thomas Common, a native of England , was born in 1809 .

He came to West Almond in 1818. His business is that of

a farmer. Post -office address, Angelica.

Edward E. Crandall is a native of Linkland, Chenango

county, N. Y. , and was born April 17th , 1829 . On the 2nd

of March, 1856 , he married Mary E. Schuyler, of Ward,

N. Y. In February , 1833 , he came to West Almond, where

he is occupied as a physician and farmer. He was a vol

unteer soldier in the late civil war, and is now serving as

justice of the peace.

William H. Davison , a native of New Jersey, was born in

1814, and when he was about ten years old came with his

father, John Davison, to West Almond. His wife was Miss

Mary Rathburn .

J. W. Engle, of West Almond (post- office address, An

gelica) , was born in Massachusetts in 1807 , and came to

West Almond in 1823. He is engaged in farming.

T. M. Engle was born in Angelica, in 1825. He came to

West Almond at an early date , and has since been a resi

dert of that town .

Amasa Harman is a native and life - long resident of

West Almond, where he was born in 1822. His grand

father was of German extraction . His father came into

the county at an early date . Mr. Harman married Miss

Ann Miller.

Lyman Hills , hotel proprietor, was born in Hartford ,

Washington county, and is the eldest of four children . He

was married in 1853. Mr. and Mrs. Hills live in the oldest

frame house in the town . It was used for years for town

business,

S. G. Hurd, son of Harry Hurd, was born in West Al

mond in 1837. His father came to Allegany county from

Vermont in 1835. Mr. Hurd married Miss Elizabeth Allen ,

of Alfred.

John Ives was born in West Almond in 1828. He mar

ried Miss Estelle Dean , of the same town . Miss Dean's

father was an early settler, and is now living, at an advanced

age. Mr. Ives has served as road commissioner, assessor

and supervisor, having been elected to the last mentioned

office in 1878.

J. M. Johnson, a native of Allegany county, was born in

1846. His father, B. F. Johnson, was born in Orange

county , in 1810, and located in West Almond in 1843 ,

where he was a prominent lumberman for thirty-five years .

Mr. Johnson was engaged in tarming until 1872 , when he

established his cheese factory at West Almond.

Hiram Karr was born in Almond, October 4th , 1817 .

His father, Samuel Karr, came to Allegany county, from

Pennsylvania in 1801 , and died September 20th , 1839. Mr.

Karr married Miss L. Hosley, of Massachusetts. They have

five children .

Peter Kenney was born in New Jersey, in 1823 , and came

with his father to Allegany county and located in West Al

mond. He married Miss Totten, of Livingston county, in

1849 ; they have one child , Matilda, born in 1853 .

Stephen Major was born in Hornellsville , in 1827. His

father came to Allegany county when the county was new,

and an almost unbroken wilderness, and settled at Karr

Valley Mr. Major married Ellen Rude, of Livingston

county.

Mary E. McGibney, whose maiden name was Watson,

was born May 24th, 1839 , in West Almond. She was

married November 13th , 1858, to Alonzo B. McGibney

of the same town . She is now carrying on farming

operations.

George A. Morton was born June 11th , 1843 , in West Al

mond, to which town his father, George Morton, came in

March, 1842 , from Groton , Tompkins county. He is a

farmer and proprietor of a saw -mill ; has held the office of

justice of the peace. He was married January 31st, 1866,

to Louisa Renwick, of Angelica .

Justin M. Renwick was born in Angelica, in 1834. His

father, John Renwick, was a native of England , and came

to this county when an infant . The family settled in West

Almond when Justin M. was seventeen years of age. He

married Miss Elizabeth Carpenter. They have four chil

dren .

Orange Sabin , M. D. , a native of Steventon, Rensselaer

county, was born in 1808. In 1831 he commenced the

study of medicine in Pittstown , Rensselaer county, with
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Dr. L. H. T. Maxon. After graduating, Dr. Sabin attended

a course of lectures at Pittsfield, Mass. , and came to Alle

gany county to commence his practice, locating in West Al

mond, where he now lives . He has been married three times.

His present wife was formerly Miss Alice E. Riley, of Bird

sall .

Wesley B. Welch was born in Northumberland , Saratoga

county, N. Y. on the 8th of June, 1839. He was married

November 9th , 1860, to Louisa A. Reed, of Lansingburg,

N. Y. He came to West Almond from Brooklyn , February

16th , 1869. He is a farmer and speculator in cattle and

produce, and has served the town of West Almond two

terms as supervisor.

Daniel Weir was born in Gainesville , Wyoming county,

in 1837 , and came to Allegany county with his father and

settled at Birdsall . After living there for a time, Weir

came to West Almond and located on the farm where he

now lives, in 1871. He married Miss Rebecca Engle, of

West Almond.

Darius White was born in 1829 , in Howard, N. Y. His

residence at the present time is West Almond , where he is

engaged in farming.

James Wyse, a native of West Almond, was born in 1837 ,

and is a brother of W. W. Wyse. He married Rebecca

Stull , of Livingston county . They have two children - Wil

bur and Cora Wyse.

Wallace W.Wyse was born in West Almond, in 1841. His

parents, Scott J. Wyse and wife, came to this county from

England at an early date, and settled in West Almond

Their first residence was a log house.



THE TOWN OF WILLING.

a

HE town of Willing was formed from Independ

ence and Scio , November 19th , 1851 .
Its area

was reduced November 23d , 1854, by the erec

tion of Scio from its territory, and a part ot

Wellsville was taken off November 22nd , 1855 .

The first town meeting was held March 2nd , 1852 ,

and the following named persons were chosen to fill

the town offices : John A. Foland , supervisor; Ozias Yale,

town clerk ; Daniel P. Witter, Fielden Chapman and A.

Hurlbutt, justices; Daniel Wilcox, superintendent of com

mon schools ; Charles Rogers and Samuel B. Stebbins, as

sessors ; George M. Arnold , Oliver Ackerman and Asa Parks ,

commissioners of highways ; Amasa Ellis, collector ; George

M. Cate, Charles Weed, David Dunham and L. A. Jenison ,

constables ; Jabez Card,William Wilcox and Ambrose Strait,

inspectors of election ; Jared Stillman , overseer of the poor.

The following is a complete list of the supervisors of the

town from 1852 to 1878 , inclusive : 1852 , 1853 , John A.

Foland ; 1854-60, Amasa Ellis ; 1861-65 , Daniel P. Witter ;

1866 , 1867 , 1873 , 1874 , Lewis H. Ackerman ; 1868, 1869 ,

1875 , 1876 , Orville L. Barney ; 1870 , 1871 , James M. Parker ;

1872 , B. M. Phillips ; 1877 , 1878 , Silas Stillman .

The town clerks for the same period have been as follows :

1852 , 1853 , Ozias Yale ; 1854-56 , 1868 , 1869 , Josiah Witter ;

1857 , 1858 , Hiram York ; 1859-61 , Joseph Truax ; 1862-64,

William Forrest ; 1865 , 1866 , Isaac A. Krusen ; 1869 , Orville

L. Barney ; 1870, 1871 , Josiah J. Ackerman ; 1872-74 , 1878 ,

C. H. Gee ; 1875 , 1876, E. C. Henyan ; 1877 , Lewis P. Wit

ter,

The following is the official schedule for 1879 :

Supervisor, L. H. Ackerman ; town clerk , C. H. Gee ; jus

tice, D. P. Witter ; highway commissioner, .Jacob Bartlett ;

assessor, John Cline ; collector, Elmer Parker ; overseer of

the poor, Columbus Beach ; inspectors of election , Elmer

Darling and Augustus Beach ; constables, Elmer Parker, M.

D. Briggs, Charles Brandes, Henry Reesher; game consta

ble , Josiah Rogers .

out from Connecticut in 1818 to Friendship , and the next

year he located on lot number 43 , and also took up lot

number 44 in Willing. He had been a soldier in the Rev

olutionary war, and is said to have been a man in every way

fitted for the hardships and vicissitudes of pioneer life .

Eleven years after his advent in the town he sold his im

provements to Asa Parks, his son - in - law , and removed to

Ohio. He returned to Willing in 1842 , and lived with Mr.

Parks until his death in 1855 , having attained the advanced

age of four-score and eight . The next settler of whom there

is
any tradition came in during the year 1825 , from Brook

field, Madison county, and settled on the river close to the

Pennsylvania line . His name was Elijah Robinson . His

story is a sad one. After having projected and made several

improvements, chief among which was the erection of a saw

mill fifteen or twenty feet over the line into Pennsylvania,

during a lapse of four or five years he became deranged and

left the town. In 1827 Davis Parks came from Genesee

Forks , in Potter county, Pa . , and settled on lot number 38 ,

and four years after he went to Andover and subsequently

to the West. In September, 1828, John Graves, a native of

Harpersburg , Delaware , settled on lot number 33 , and two

years later he moved to lot number 15 , across the river, and

remained there till his death in 1862. His sons, Henry and

Abner, have been well known in the town. His daughters .

Sarah and Maria, became Mrs. Rogers and Mrs. Richardson ,

respectively.

Asa Parks, to whom reference has already been made,

was born in Hartford, Conn . He came into Allegany

county from Ohio in 1828, and engaged to work for a farm

er in Independence . In October, the next year, he settled

on lot number 43 , on the west bank of the river in Willing,

In 1833 he removed to lot number 82 , on the Honeoye

road . In 1836 or 1837 he took up his residence permanent

ly on lot number 181. Mr. Parks's first article for land

(lot number 43) is said to have been the first taken from the

office for land in the town of Willing. Jeremiah and Seth

Graves and Hugh Burroughs located in the town , the

Graveses on lot number 32 and Burroughs on lot number

162. Jeremiah Graves came in from Addison, Steuben

county ; Seth Graves, a native of Connecticut, from Potter

county, Pa . , and Burroughs from Delaware county. About

eight years later Jeremiah Graves removed to Independence,

but Seth Graves was a resident of Willing during life . His

son , George Graves, and a daughter, Mrs. Marinda Briggs,

came with him and have since lived in the town .

Among those who moved in in 1831 were Lot Harris and

Henry Hagadorn ; the former locating on lot number 17

and the latter on lot number 18 . The next year Henry

Winn, a native of Fishkill,Dutchess county,who had removed

from Delaware county to Wellsville in 1828, located on lot

SETTLEMENT.

>

Willing was not settled early, and even now it presents

some of the characteristic features of a new town . West of

the Genesee lumbering is the leading branch of industry.

Cutting and hauling logs in the winter, and cutting and

peeling bark, in the proper season , and drawing it to the

market at Wellsville are the principal pursuits of the inhabit

ants. East of the river farming mainly engages the atten

tion of the people, though lumbering is still carried on to a

considerable extent near the Genesee.

As nearly as can now be ascertained , the pioneer settler in

Willing was an Irishman named John Ford . He had come
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Of those who came into the town at a later period the fol

lowing have been well known , and will be briefly referred

to. In 1842 Thomas Wright, of English nativity, who had

come to America in 1836 and lived five years in Otsego

county, located on his present farm . Job Smith was a set

tler in 1845. His wife was the daughter of Calvin Hall, of

Hallsport . Jared Stillman , father of Hon. Silas Stillman ,

was born in Alfred in 1804. He came to Willing in 1846

from Almond, where he had lived for some time, and located

on the farm now owned by his son , where he died in Sep

tember, 1863. Ephraim Rolfe was a settler on lot number

6, where his son , Samuel Rolfe, now lives, and where the

former died, a few years ago . The latter is well known in

the town , where he has been prominently identified with

public affairs. Henry H. Graves moved into Willing from

Wirt, in 1849 , when his son , William M. Graves, was two

years old . B. M. Phillips, from Cattaraugus county, located

on the farm now owned by his son , B. M. Phillips , in 1852 .

In 1855 Asa B. Snow came from Oneida county, and located

on his present place five years later. Other names equally

deserving might be given , but enough have been recorded

to trace the progress of settlement in the town, which is

exhibited by the following figures, showing the census of

Willing at intervals of five years since 1855 : 1855 , 1,127 ;

1860 , 1,238 ; 1865 , 1,093 ; 1870 , 1,199 ; 1875 , 1,713 .

George Graves has stated that his father has killed five

bears in a day's hunt , and six or eight deer at other times. In

the pioneer days the game which could be killed in the woods

and the fish with which the river and creeks abounded aided

the settlers greatly in maintaining their families.

number 42. Mrs. Abner Graves, well known in Willing, was

his daughter and came with him . In October Stillman Rogers,

who was born in Otsego county, settled on lot number 12 .

Prominent among those who came into the town in 1833

was Nathan Woodcock, a native of New Hampshire, who

settled on lot number 189. In 1844 he located on the

David Wilson farm , and remained there till his death , which

occurred in 1870, according to the statement of his son ,

Nathan R. Woodcock, who, with his sisters , Mrs. David

Wilson and Mrs. Nicholas Fortner, has since resided in the

town . Ozias Yale, who was born in Oxford , Chenango

county, settled on lot number 43, where he has since lived,

in June of the same year.

In 1834 D. T. Graves, a native of Ridgebury, Bradford

county, Pa. , located on the river. In 1859 he removed to

Andover. Enos Gifford and Charles Rogers, sen . , came

the same year, the latter in April. Gifford, who was born

in Rhode Island , had lived in Independence since 1822 ,

Rogers, who settled on lot number 38, was a native of Che

nango county.

Augustus Beach, a native of Genesee county, was a settler

in 1835. He located on lot number 163 on “ Beach Hill, ' '

and had to cut a road a mile through the woods to his

place. The farm is now owned by his son, Columbus. Mr.

Beach died in 1861 ; his wife in 1867 . His son, Azariah

Beach, is well known in the town . Jacob Truex, a native

of Albany county, settled on lot number 23 the same year,

and Rev. John Walden , from Otsego county, on lot number

134. Josa Butler was a settler in 1836 on lot number 27 .

In 1830 he removed to lot number 124. In 1861 he went

west. In 1837 Clark Witter located on the Fantin farm on

lot number 45. In 1834 he went into the town of Wells

ville . The same year Pardon Gifford, a native of Rhode

Island , settled on lot number 1 : Chauncey Harris , from Con

necticut, on lot number 117 ; David F. Peet, from the same

State, on lot number 137 , and Anthony F. Foster, a native

of Madison county, came into the town, but did not locate

till three or four years afterward, on lot number 139. We

are able to give the following after-history of some of these

persons : Harris came in May and lived in the town during

life ; Peet came in from Otsego county and died in 1861 ;

four years after his arrival Gifford moved up the river, and

was living a few years ago east of Beanville, nearly eighty

years of age.

Uriah Skinner and Bernard Hawks settled in the town in

1838. The former came in from Genesee county. Hawks

was a native of Massachusetts. He came from Otsego

county, accompanied by his son William, and they located

on lot number 21 .

Oliver Ackerman, father of Lewis H. Ackerman, was a

settler on lot number 8 in 1839 , and one of the most promi

nent of the several who moved in that year. He had form

erly lived in Chenango county, where the son was born three

years before. Zebina Dickinson settled on lot number 1 ,

the same year. Among other early settlers may be mentioned

Jesse Eddy, on lot number 6 ; Ebenezer C. Stephens, on

lot number 28 ; John Lindsley, on lot number 2 ; Joseph

Bennett, on lot number 3 ; Warren Gibbs, on lot number 7 ;

a man named Carpenter on lot number 8 ; T. J. Burdick, on

lot number 11 ; Samuel F. Bryant, on lot number 37 ; Hiram

Gibbs, on lot number 178 and a man named Knapp, on lot

number 39

EARLY EVENTS.

2 The first religious services in the town were held at the

house of Daniel Baker, by Rev. Seneca Fish, in 1834. The

first school was taught near Beanville by Betsy Lovell, in

1836. The first death occurred the following year. It was

that of a child in the family of Austin Butler. The first

tavern was opened by Allen W. Gifford at Beanville in 1838.

James R. Wood kept the pioneer store at the same place in

1839. The first saw-mill built by a settler in the town was

that of Elijah Robinson , which , as has been said, was a few

feet over the line in the State of Pennsylvania. The first

mill built within the town limits was erected at Beanville in

1842 , by Allen W. and John Gifford. The first grist -mill

was erected in the same place, the next year, by Harvey W.

Leach .

VILLAGES AND HAMLETS.

The first dwelling at Beanville (Shongo post-office ) was a

jog house, which stood a little east of the central part of the

village, which was erected by Allen W. and John Gifford.

About 1842 the same parties and Ebenezer C. Stephens

erected the first frame dwelling there.

Hallsport, the next in point of size , was named for Calvin

Hall , who moved in from Independence and opened the

first hotel in 1838. A settlement had been made there be

fore about 1831 ), by John Cline, on lot number 207 , in the

west part of the village. Cline has been a prominent resi

dent . The first framed building, a hotel, was erected about

1840 by Calvin Hall.
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CHURCHES OF STANNARD'S CORNERS.

>

The First M. E. church was organized in March, 1871 , by

Rev. William Rogers. The number of original members was

thirty- six . During the same year a church was erected. It will

seat about two hundred persons , and its cost was $2,500.

The first regular pastor was Rev. J. L : Davis . The follow

ing named pastors have served the church since : Rev. G.

H. Van Vradenburgh, Rev. G. H. Hopkins, Rev. L. A. Un

derwood and Rev. A. J. Blanchard , the present pastor .

The first Methodist class in Willing was organized about

fifty years ago, and it is impossible to trace its history to

the present time . There were ten constituent members,

five of whom were Job Strait and wife, Peleg Palmer and

wife and Keziah Champlain. The first pastor was Rev,

Azel Fillmore.

Persons in the town of Willing who had been members of

a Seventh - Day Baptist society which had been organized at

a comparatively early date, and subsequently disbanded, and

others favorable to the tenets of the sect , met at the house

of Luke G. Witter December 13th , 1875 , for the purpose

of taking steps preliminary to the organization of a so

ciety. The following named persons were present : J. D.

Mills , Luke G. Witter , Mrs. Ruth Witter, D. P. Witter, Mrs.

D. P. Witter, S. A. Witter, Mrs. S. A. Witter, C. D. Mills ,

Lewis Witter, L. M. Cottrell, Asa Foster and Graves.

A public meeting at the Stannard's Corners Methodist

church, was appointed for Tuesday, December 28th , and L.

M. Cottrell , J. D. Mills and ) . Witter were appointed a

committee to write a covenant and present it on that occa

sion . The meeting convened pursuant to appointment, and

Elders Kenyon, Rowley, Summerbell, Green and Cottrell

were present. The society was duly organized with the

following members : L. M. Cottrell , John D. Mills, Luke G.

Witter, Ruth J. Witter, Lorenzo Witter, Mattie A Witter,

Chester D. Mills, Libbie S. Witter, Deusa Mills, Frankie M ,

Witter, Helen Witter, William Snow, Elsa York and Ellen

York.

The successive pastors have been Elders L. M. Cottrell .

U. M. Babcock and Rev. Bennett .

As yet the society has no church edifice. Its regular

meetings are in Witter's Hall , at Stannard's Corners.

16

5

they removed to Shongo and bought the hotel , and rebuilt

and fitted it up. In the spring of 1878 they engaged in

trade . The son , Charles Gee, has served two years as town

clerk of Willing.

Marlin Graves (a son of Henry H. Graves, who was an

early settler in Willing and afterward a resident of Wirt)

was born in Wirt , in 1847 , and came to Willing in 1849,

where he has since resided . He was married'in 1874 to

Estella Beiver, of Pennsylvania.

F.E. Henyan was born in Independence ,in 1854 , and lived

in that town till 1859 , when he moved to Potter county, Pa. ,

and afterward to Wisconsin . In 1876 he came to Shongo

and engaged in trade. He was married in 1876 to Mary L.

Barnes, of Potter county, Pa.

J. J. Mapes, a son of Henry Mapes, who was an early

settler in Allegany county, was born in Belfast, in 1811 ,

where he resided till 1831. He was engaged in lumbering

in McKean county, Pa. , ten years. In 1863 he came to Wil

ling and located on his present farm , known as “ the Jones

place,” which he bought of Seymour Johnson, and which

he has cleared and improved . He was married in 1835 , to

Sally Rogers , daughter of Josiah Rogers, of Willing.

B. M. Philips, a son of Clark J. Philips, who came to

Willing in 1852 , from Cattaraugus county, and located on

the farm still owned by his son, where he lived till his death

in 1874, was born in Oneida county, in 1831. Since his

father's settlement in Willing, Mr. Phillips has resided in

the town and followed farming. He has served as supervi

sor and justice of the peace, and held other offices. He

was married in 1855, to Sarah Johnson , of Willing.

Job Smythe, M. D.'and dentist, was born in Connecticut,

and came to Willing in 1845. He was married the same

year to S. H. Hall , daughter of Calvin Hall , of Hallsport ,
where he has since resided, engaged in the practice of his

profession . Dr. Smythe is also known as an inventor ofma

chinery.

Asa B. Snow came to Willing from Oneida county in

1855, and located on his present farm in 1860. His son,
William B. Snow, has always resided at home, and now

manages the place.

C. W. Stevens, a son of E. C. Stevens, was born in Wil

ling in 1833 , on the old homestead , where he has always re

sided except five years of his youthspent in Steuben county.

He was married in 1855, to Maryette Burritt, of Willing.

Mr. Stephens is an enterprising farmer, and has served the

town several years as justice of the peace, and the govern

ment as a soldier three years in Company, A. , 136th N. Y.
volunteers.

Silas Stillman is a son of Jared Stillman , who was born

in Alfred in 1809, and was the first male child born in that

town . J. Stillman was a resident of Almond till 1846,

when hecame to Willing and settled on the farm now owned

by his son Silas, where he lived till his death in September,

1863. Mr. Stillman has always lived in the town except abouta

year and a half spent in lumbering in Pennsylvania. He

built a mill in Willing in 1842, and worked it till 1873. He

has also been engaged in farming, and has been prominent in

town affairs, having served as supervisor and assessor. He

was married in August, 1862 , to A. A. Tallman, of Wil

ling.

Daniel P. Witter was born in Almond, in 1823 , and came

to Stannard's Corners, in Willing, in 1839, where he has

since resided and followed farming. He is also engaged in

the sale of groceries and is the present postmaster. He was

supervisor of the town for five years, and served as justice

of the peace. During the late war he was a leading man

in the townin Republican organizations. He was married
in 1846, to Betsy Foster, of Wellsvile.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

a

Lewis H. Ackerman was born in Chemung county in 1836,

and came with his father, Oliver Ackerman , in 1839 , to Wil

ling, where he has since resided. He served three years in the

war of the Rebellion with the 2nd Indiana cavalry, and with

company I, 189th N. Y. volunteers. He came to his pres

ent farm in 1870, and has served the town four years as su

pervisor. In 1867 he was married to Lodema Payne, of

Willing.

Dr. O. L. Barney (son of Dr. A. Barney) was born at

Green's Corners in 1843. He graduated from University

Medical College, New York, in 1865 , and began to practice

where he has since resided and followed his profession. He

served one year in the war with Company C of the 85th N.

Y. volunteers, and was four years supervisor of Willing, be

sides holding the office of town clerk.

J. Gee & Son are merchants and proprietors of the Shongo

Hotel, one of the best public houses in that part of Allegany

county. They were formerly residents of Steuben county,

but were six years engaged in farming in Potter county, Pa. ,

where the elder Gee accidentally lost his leg, and in 1867



THE TOWN OF WIRT.
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IRT was formerly known as township 2 , range

I , of the Holland Purchase . It is a fact

worthy of mention that the farm of Caleb

Wilcox lies upon the water-shed between

Dodge's and Van Campen's creeks, and the

water which runs off the roof of his house on one

side flows to the Atlantic through the Allegheny

Ohio and Mississippi rivers , while that from the opposite

side has an outlet by way of the Genesee and St. Lawrence

rivers and Lake Ontario .

The progress of settlement in the town is best shown by

the population at different periods. In 1840 it was 1,207 ;

1845 , 1,305 ; 1850, 1,544 ; 1855 , 1,524 ; 1860, 1,290 ; 1865 ,

1,367 ; 1870 , 1,204 ; 1875 , 1,204 .

The first contracts for land in Wirt were taken in 1810 by

Chauncey Axtell, Azel Buckley, John Hopkins, Hyra Axtell

and Daniel Willard, so say the records of the Holland Land

Company at Batavia. Benjamin Crabtree and Levi Abbott ,

from Amsterdam , Montgomery county, began settlement in

the town in 1812. They located near the northern line .

Horace Ketchum and Chauncey Axtell came into the

town prior to 1815 , and Azel Buckley came in during the

spring of that year. Daniel Willard came about the same

time from Washington county . Mr. Buckley was born in

Massachusetts, April 4th , 1792 . He removed to Otsego

county where he married Mary Rowley , a native of Scho

harie county, who was born July 9th , 1797. He settled in

Wirt in February, 1815 , and remained there until Christmas,

1827 , when he moved into Bolivar , where he died in 1870.

His wife survived him many years. Luther Austin moved

in from Otsego county in 1818. •Two years later he re

moved to Bolivar. Subsequently he was a citizen of Hume,

again of Bolivar and of Amity. He settled in Genesee in

1840 .

The following named persons located in the northeast

part of the town between 1820 and 1825 . Nathan Hill,

from Pike, Wyoming county ; Curtin and James Smith , from

Gainsville, Wyoming county ; James Berry, from Yates

county ; Stephen and Lysander Collins and William and

Abel Coon, from Middlebury, Genesee county, and Silas

Washburn and Abraham Lord, from Italy, Yates county.

Samuel Sherman and Peleg Sherman, his father, and Shel

don P. Stanton were early settlers nearer Richburgh. Ste

phen Withey and his sons Alva and George came in at an

early day and settled where the latter now lives . Jonah

French was also a pioneer in this locality. He came from

Gainesville , Wyoming county.

Simon Wightman, Philip Applebee, Josiah Wheeler, Joseph

Allen and Reuben Whitney were early settlers . Wightman

located in the southeast part of the town . Whitney did not

move his family in till 1824. Applebee was born in Dut

chess county , December 9th , 1791 . He moved from Onon

daga county to Wyoming county in 1820 , and from there to

Wirt . Levi Applebee was also an early settler. Thomas

and Stephen Applebee settled in the town at a comparatively

early date.

Isaac Case and his son , Bradford W. Case, the latter of

whom was born in New Bedford , Mass. , September 6th,

1812 , moved from Onondaga county with an ox team to

settle in the southeast part of the town in January, 1822 .

Owing to the depth of the snow, they were unable to reach

their destination , and were obliged to stop with Levi Apple

bee, near the center of the town, till March, when they

moved into a house Mr. Case had built the previous year.

In 1825 they removed to Bolivar. Peter Ayers was an early

settler, but removed to Bolivar in 1827 .

Gilbert Thomas, Calvin Wheeler, Isaiah Jordan, Elisha

Dakin and Robert Almy came in 1823 , Thomas from Onon

daga county , Wheeler from Madison county and Jordan and

Dakin from Steuben county. The Applebees made the first

settlement in the east part of the town. Jordan and Dakin

settled in the western part. An early settler, writing of

Friendship at a time when it included the present town of

Wirt, says : “ James Smith settled on thesouth hundred acres

of lot 8, town 2 (the Phinney farm in Wirt) . *

Nathan Hill came from Pike, Wyoming county, and settled

on the northeast corner of lot 16 , town 2 .

Curtin Smith came from Gainesville (Wyoming county) and

settled on the second hundred acres from the south on lot

8, town 2 , where his son James Smith now resides. Richard

Brownson was on the same lot, and next north of Curtin

Smith ; Hill, Hazen and Berry were on lot 16, town 2 (the

Witter farm) . Beyond and further south was Andrew

Proudfit, on the Wright farm ; Stephen Collins, and John

Scram, or Schram, on the Phillips farm ; Lysander Collins,

Aaron Smith and D. W. Cooley were on lot 15 , town 2, and

beyond that place still more whose names I do not remem

ber, and Stephen Withey, Alva Withey and George Withey.

Then there was a whole row of Applebees and Bond and

Lewis .”

Another early settler not already mentioned was Clark E.

Newton , who came in from Brookfield, Madison county, and

bought land in Wirt of a land speculator named Amos C.

Crandall , west of the South Branch creek. In May, in com

pany with his brother, H. B. Newton, he began chopping in

the northeast corner of lot number 39. They cleared ten

acres and sowed it with winter wheat, without a team or

other help except that obtained by exchanging work with

a few of their not very numerous neighbors, some of whom

owned oxen. In the season of planting they took some

land of Benjamin Crabtree on the South Branch road - five
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acres of the present Daniel Willard farm . They planted it

to corn and potatoes , which yielded a good crop. They

built a log house, hewn inside and plastered inside and out

with a fire -place, a stone back and a chimney of split sticks.

This primitive dwelling was supplied with a floor and had

one door and two windows . Mr. Newton was a stone -mason,

and one of his early jobs was the laying of a brick parching

oven for Captain Ebenezer Steward, a little north of the

village of Nile in Friendship , which was the first constructed

in this part of the county. He also helped plaster the first

county court -louse, at Angelica. In the fall they went back

to Madison county and remained till spring.

Pliny Evans moved in from Otsego county in 1824, and

John Scott, a native of Connecticut, from Genesee county

in the summer of 1828. The latter, with the aid of his three

sons, who came with him , made a clearing, sowed some oats

and millet and erected a log house. In the fall they returned

to Genesee county and harvested their crops there, and came

back to gather their oats and millet . The snow fell to the

depth of four inches before they had finished. Mr. Scott

brought his family into the town in the spring of 1829 .

By this time there were a good many people in the town .

Settlers were coming in so rapidly as to make it out of the

question to record their separate names. The forest was

falling, and cabins were being erected in every direction .

School-houses increased in number, and their rough walls

not only resounded with the clamorous “ A B C ,” and

four -times -five of juvenile citizens, but on Sundays re - echoed

to the earnest if not polished eloquence of pioneer preach

in their lives. After harvest ox -sleds were to be seen

hurrying (as fast as oxen could well hurry them) to the near

est grist-mill, miles and miles away, each bearing a bag of

wheat destined soon to make joyful the hearts of some long

famished family. The men took the usual precautions of

those days on such a trip of guarding against a serious de

lay consequent upon any accident, by carrying along an ax

and an auger with which to repair their sleds if they should

be broken . Much snow fell in the winter of 1817-18, and

the following year crops were much better and gradually

provisions became more plenty .

Deer, bears, wolves and other wild animals were numer

ous when settlement begun. Occasionally a lynx or a pan

ther would be seen . Trout were easily caught from the

creeks. Philip Applebee has stated that within three or

four years after his settlement he caught forty-two deer in

one trap.

2

a

BEGINNINGS - SOCIAL, RELIGIOUS AND EDUCATIONAL.

ers .

The first marriage and the first birth in any town always

have a peculiar interest to the student of local history. We

are enabled to present the following information concerning

those and sundry other first events of their kind in Wirt.

Benjamin Crabtree, jr . , is supposed to have been the first

child born of white parents in the town . His birth occurred

in 1813

Hyra Axtell and Lucy Crabtree, who were married in

1814. were the first white couple in the town to unite their

hands and fortunes in the bonds of matrimony.

The first religious services were held by the Baptists, un

der the leadership of Rev. Jonathan Post, well known

among the pioneers of Allegany, in 1816.

It was not until eight years after actual settlement begun

and ten years after the date of the first contracts for land

that a school was opened in Wirt. This was in 1820, and

Sophia Hitchcock was the teacher. The primitive school

house was located in the north part of the town .

The first mill was constructed in 1824 by Alvan Richard

son , who opened the first inn the same year. The opening

of the first store by Francis Le Roy was conteniporaneous.

Mr. Richardson built the first grist-mill on Little Genesee

creek the next year. It is probable that no event in the

early history of the town was hailed by the settlers with

greater delight than the completion and operation of this

mill .

The first religious society was organized in the town in

1826 ; the second in 1827.

Many and various were the vicissitudes of pioneer life in

Wirt, as in other towns. There were at first no mills.

Philip Applebee constructed one of the stump mortars then

in vogue for grinding corn , and it was extensively used by

the settlers in his vicinity . The finest of the meal result

ing from the application of this method of grinding was

made into bread and the coarser into pudding.

Logging bees were of frequent occurrence. At times,

when clearing was very brisk, there was one as often as

every afternoon for a week. “ The cloth - dressing, " writes

an early settler " was done by Captain Ebenezer Steenrod ,

a little south of Nile, his dye -stuffs consisting mostly of

hemlock, soft maple and butternut barks, sumac bobs and

serrel. Perhaps some may think this rather cheap , and to

such I will say we considered his cloth -dressing pretty

good , and we were as happy and friendly as to -day in finer

goods. " There was so much destitution that James Smith

says his father once went to Gainesville, Wyoming county ,

with his oxen and cart to procure provisions for the subsist

ence of his large family, and many of the settlers in

those days were worse off by far than Curtis Smith .

As an evidence of the extreme want felt at that time it will

be necessary only to advert to a circumstance often men

tioned in the town a score of years ago. Two boys, after

a breakfast of milk and greens, went out in the woods one

day and chopped till noon, when they returned saying they

could not work any longer without something in the shape

of bread . Their mother hunted around and found some

bran that had been thrown aside ; this she sifted and ob

tained a little coarse meal out of which she made a cake, of

which the youg men ate and returned to their work, declar

ing that they had never tasted anything so palatable before

+

METHODISM IN Wirt.

3
About forty years ago a Methodist class was formed in

the Cooley. school district . The early members were Mr.

and Mrs. Samuel Hurd, Mr. and Mrs. James Palmer, Mr.

and Mrs. Jonathan Phinney, Mrs. D. W. Cooley, Mrs. Cur

tin Smith , Mrs. Samuel Sherman and others. Samuel Hurd

was the class -leader. The preachers having charge of the

Friendship appointment , have preached to the class at the

Cooley school-house since that date. There is another

class in the town of later origin , which holds meetings under

the leadership of the pastor of the Bolivar charge at the

Dimick school-house.



380
HIS

TOR
Y
OF ALL

EGA
NY

COU
NTY

, NEW YOR
K

Civil HISTORY . from the literature fund was $93.14 ; the value of its lot and

building was $3,200 ; the value of its library, $ 172 , and the

value of its apparatus, $ 185 ; its total revenues amounted to

$927 , and its total expenditures to $855 , and the number of

volumes in its library was one hundred and thirty -two .

About ten years later this institution was merged into the

public schools of the town and has since been creditably

conducted as a graded school .

RICHBURGH FIRE COMPANY .

Wirt was set off from Bolivar and Friendship , April 12th ,

1838. The first town meeting was held at the house of

Rowland T. Green, March 5th , 1839 , and the following per

sons were elected to fill the various town offices: Jonah

French , supervisor ; Azariah A. F. Randolph, town clerk ;

Joseph Allen and Samuel Perkins , commissioners of high

ways ; Abner B. Cole, collector ; Edward H. Wightman,

Calvin Wheeler and Sheldon P. Stanton , commissioners of

common school ; Ezekiel Johnson and Chauncey Axtell ,

overseers of the poor ; Clark Rogers , Pliny L. Evans and

Ezekiel R. Clark, inspectors of common schools ; Abner B.

Cole, Allen Stanton and John Truman , constables ; John W.

Jordan, sealer of weights and measures.

The successive supervisors of the town have been as fol

lows : 1839 , 1840 , Jonah French ; 1841-43 , 1857 , Samuel Sher

man ; 1844, Stephen Collins ; 1845-47 , Shelden P. Stanton ;

1848, 1849 , J. L. Russell ; 1850, 1851 , 1860, 1868-71 , 1876 ,

Hiram Dimick ; 1852 , Chelsen W. Turnald ; 1853 , 1862 ,

1863 , Alfred Scott ; 1854-56, 1865 , Edward H. Wightman ;

1858, 1859, Walter Evans; 1861 , Rufus Scott ; 1864 , Alan

son Kenyon ; 1866 , 1967 , W. H. Withey; 1872 , 1873 , J. S.

Rowley ; 1874, 1878, C. A. Withey; 1875 , Washington Steen

rod ; 1877 , W. M. Steenrod ; 1879, Henry Spencer.

The following named persons have served the town in

the capacity of town clerk : 1839, Azariah A. F. Randolph ;

1840, Peter Lesner ; 1841-43 , 1845-47 , Alanson Kenyon ; 1844,

1848 , 1849, 1858-60, 1862 , William B. Smith ; 1850-52 , 1856 ,

1857 , 1866 , David Brown ; 1853 , 0. C. Lesner; 1854, George

Willett ; 1855 , Joseph Ferris ; 1861 , 1869-71 , John S. Row

ley ; 1863 , William H. Withey ; 1864, 1867 , E. S. Rockwell ;

1865 , Luther Parshall ; 1868, William Belcher ; 1872 , C. A.

Withey ; 1873, Joseph Foster ; 1874-77 , Edwin S. Bliss ;

1878, 1879 , Crandall Lester .

The Richburgh fire company was organized April 20th ,

1875 , with the following officers:

C. A. Withey , president ; A. P. Wetherby, vice - president ;

E. S. Bliss, secretary ; J. S. Rowley, treasurer ; E. S. Bliss,

chief engineer ; C. Lester, assistant engineer.

The following are the names of other members of the

company at the date of organization .

Jonas Jordan, Allie E. Rowley , S. Withey, Wallace Rich

ardson , F. D. Allen, William F. White, B. D. Maxon , John

F. King, Ralph Rowley, Allie Fuller, C. Brokau , Pliny

Griffin .

In the summer of 1875 an engine and two hundred feet of

hose were purchased. In December, 1878, the company's

engine house was finished .

The present members of the company are M. D. Cran

dall , W. Ballard, M. H. Croffut , Day Brokau, W. G. Rich

ardson , Jesse Withey, Herman Hatch, Eugene Crandall , L.

Hall , Lewis Burdick, John Vreeland and Ari Hood.

SEVENTH-Day BAPTIST CHURCH OF RICHBURGH .

RICHBURGH .

Settlement at this place was begun in 1819 by Alvan

Richardson , from Otsego county. Nathan Gilbert came

about the same time . In honor of the first mentioned pio

neer the village of Richburgh was named . He was the

father of Mr. William J. Richardson, a well known resident

of the village . Mr. Richardson's enterprise laid the founda

tion of the present prosperity in this locality. It was near

this place that he erected the first saw- mill and grist - mill in

1824 and 1825 respectively, and his primitive tavern opened

in the first mentioned year, stood within the limits of the

present village.

Richburgh became a place of local importance early in

the history of this part of the county. After the organiza

tion of Bolivar, in the spring of 1825 , Richburgh was in

that town and a rival of its neighboring village, Bolivar.

Under the fostering care of Alvan Richardson and other

business men who came at a later date new enterprises were

set on foot from time to time which resulted in a creditable

increase in population and gain in material prosperity.

April 12th , 1850 , Richburgh academy was incorporated

under the laws of the State of New York, and soon took

rank as the leading educational institution in that part of

the county . In 1859 it employed three teachers ; the number

of students was eighty-six ; of whom fifty -one pursued clas

sical studies ; the amount appropriated to this academy

The Seventh- Day Baptist church at Richburgh was con

stituted under the labors of the Rev. John Green , December

30th , 1827. There were eighteen constituent members, as

follows :

Ephram Rogers, Elijah Fuller, Ransom Fuller, Zina Gil

bert , Nathan R. Bliven , Clark Rogers, L. D. Rogers, Calvin

Messenger, P. L. Evans, Sisters Chloe Rogers, Abigail Fuller,

Prudence Gilbert, Lucinda Bliven , Lucinda Wheelock, Mar

tha Messenger, Achsa Messenger , Roxy Messenger, Polly

Evans. Only three of them remain .

Since the organization , three hundred and seven members

have been added , making a total of three hundred and

twenty-five; one hundred and forty- six were brought up in

the observance of the first day of the week as their Sabbath,

but accepted the seventh day : the rest were brought up in

the observance of the seventh day .

Death and dismissals have removed one hundred and fif

ty-three members, leaving the present membership one hun

dred and seventy - two.

In the early history of this church , it was largely without

a pastor, but supplied occasionally by such as could be ob

tained . For the last thirty years there has been a resident

pastor. Among the early ministers were Rev. Messrs. John

Green , J. L. Scott, Rouse Babcock, Zurial Campbell and

T. E. Babcock . During the past thirty years Rev. Messrs.

Leman Andrus, G. J. Crandall and James Summerbell have

been the settled pastors, the last named being the present

incuinbent . J. P. Dye is the secretary of the church .

THE FIRST-Day Baptist CHURCH OF RICHBURGH .

This society was set off from the Baptist church of

Friendship , and constituted a church February 29th , 1828 .
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Its constituent members were Azel Buckley, Polly Buckley ,

Sylvester Perry , Betsey Perry, Isaiah Jordan , Polly Jordan ,

Simon Wightman, Catherine Wightman , Roona Wightman,

Rhoda Wightman, Norman Buckley, Ruth Buckley , Jona

than Hitchcock, Sally Hitchcock and Edward Wightman .

The first settled pastor was Elder Joseph Wilcox. He was

followed by Elder Anson Tuthill . The subsequent pas.

tors were Elders Evans, B. M. Thomas, Chapin , R.

Cherryman, C. B. Reed, E. J. Scott, William Entwistle, Wil

liam Storrs, B. H. Carryer, C. F. Blackman and Elder 0.

B. Reed, the present pastor. In the early days the church

had a severe struggle to maintain its existence, but at the

present time it is in a flourishing condition , with a large

membership and a good amount of property .

From the evidence we now have, we conclude that the

church united with the Holland Purchase Baptist Associa

tion, and continued in that association until 1835 , at which

time the Cattaraugus Baptist Association was organized , and

the church united with that association under the name of

the Baptist church in Wirt . In 1847 the meeting of the

association was held in Richburgh . It appears from the

minutes of that year that the name of the church was

changed from Wirt to Richburgh . Upon the organization

of the Allegany Baptist Association , in 1858, the Richburgh

church was one of the churches that united in forming that

body.

The following named persons have served as deacons of

the church : S. S. Carter, Samuel King, J. D. Ackerman,

Azel Buckley, Isaiah Jordon , Alvan Richardson and D. B.

Merriam . E. H. Wightman , Isaiah Jordan , Alvan Richard

son , A. Chapin, S. G. S. Rowley and William J. Richardson

have served as clerks . A semi -centennial jubilee was held

. in celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the organiza

tion of the church February 27th , 1878.

a

sions in the State militia, and has been justice of the peace

eleven years and has held other town offices. He was mar

ried November 29th , 1827 , to Phebe Maxson, of the town

of Genesee .

Henry C. Almy is a native of Rhode Island , having been

born in Pawtucket , August 6th , 1837. His wife was Jose

phine M. Wightman, of Wirt . They were married Septem

ber 20th , 1860. Mr. Almy came to the town September

19th , 1872 , from Pawtucket, and is employed in farming.

Prentice Beebe, farmer and horse doctor, post- office, Wirt

Centre, was born in the town of Edmeston, N. Y. , and

married in 1845 to Miss Mary A. Hood, of Hornellsville.

He came to Wirt in 1840 from Chenango county . He has

been commissioner of highways four years .

Z. B. Earley, another of the farmers of Wirt, came to the

town in 1868 from Scio, where he was born December 27th,

1820. Mr. Earley has never been confined to his house by

sickness for an hour. He is the son of one of the pioneers

of Scio .

Frederick W. Meritt is a native of Brookfield, N. Y. , where

he was born June 26th , 1843. He married Ida E. Perkins,

of Friendship, September 9th , 1866 , and in October, 1877 ,

came from that town to this, where he is occupied as a miller .

James W. Richardson , farmer and dealer in agricultural

implements, Richburgh, was born in the town May 14th,

1846, and married August 10th , 1868, to Mercy E. Lewis,

also of Wirt .

ALVIN RICHARDSON was born October 13th , 1780, in

Hartford , Vt. He came to this county in 1819 and settled

in the town of Wirt. He brought his family here in 1820

and acquired the property now owned by his son Alvin . He

married in 1804, Alithaer Uran, who was a native of Ver

mont, born November 13th , 1776. They have had seven

children , four sons and three daughters , as follows:

Erastus R. , born June 16th , 1805 ; Lucy R. , born Decem

ber 28th , 1806 ; Harvey R., born December 6th , 1808 ; Su
san R. , born March 2nd , 1810 ; Emeline R. , born January

12th , 1812; Alyan R. , jr. , born January 19th , 1815 ; E.S. R. ,

born December ist, 1819.

Alvan Richardson, jr. , was born in Otsego county, and

came to Allegany in 1820 with his father. His father kept a

public house claimed as the first in the town ; and also built

the first saw-mill and grist-mill. The present Alvan Rich
ardson was married May 15th , 1839, in Wyoming county,

to Rebecca H. Gray, a native of Franklin county, born in

1809. They have had five children .

Marian A. , born December 8th , 1842 ; Francis C. , born

May 22nd , 1844 ; James Wallace, born May 14th, 1846 ;

William J. , born March 31st, 1848 ; Walter E. , born Septem

ber 27th, 1849.

Calvin WHEELER , like other of our subjects, is a native

of Brookfield, Madison county, N. Y. , and was born Febru

ary 17th , 1812. From his native town he removed to Wirt

in March , 1823. He is a farmer and has served as highway

commissioner and school commissioner. Mrs. Wheeler was

Miss Phebe A. Maxson until January 12th , 1843 .

Walter A. Wilcox , farmer and cheese manufacturer (post

office, Wirt Centre) , was born in Bolivar, November 28th,

1848 .

Charles A. Withey is one of the most prominent citi

zens of the town of Wirt, having been justice of the peace

from March, 1869, to December 31st, 1878 ; and supervisor

of Wirt two terms, and deputy sheriff from January 1877, to

January, 1879. He was born July 9th , 1826 , in this town .

He was formerly a carriage-maker, but is now engaged in

mercantile business. The maiden name of his first wife (to

whom he was married July 3d , 1851) , was Elizabeth Root.

On July 19th, 1862 , he married Caroline Stebbins of Wirt.

THE PATRIOT DEAD.

The following named citizens of Wirt , as will be seen , lost

their lives in fighting for the suppression of the great Re

bellion :

Henry Stebbins enlisted in 1869 ; died at Andersonville in

Sept., 1864.

Lewis Tibbs enlisted in Sept. , 1861 ; died at New York

in 1862 .

Charles Witter enlisted in 1861 ; died at Andersonville in

Sept. , 1862 .

John Monahan enlisted in Sept. , 1861 , in the 85th N. Y.

infantry; died at Andersonville in 1864.

Delos Phillips enlisted in 1862 , in the 16th N.Y. infantry ;

died July 5th, 1863, in Louisiana.

Charles Duffin enlisted in Sept., 1861 , in the 85th N. Y.

infantry, was killed at Fair Oaks, May 31st , 1862 .

Jackson Vosburg enlisted in Sept. , 1861 ; died at Wash

ington in 1862 .

Willard Tibbs enlisted in Sept. , 1862 , in the 160th N. Y.

infantry ; died in Louisiana in Sept. , 1863 .

Charles Dut enlisted in Sept. , 1861 , in the 85th N. Y. in

fantry; died at Andersonville in Aug. , 1864.

Elmer Dodson enlisted in Sept., 1861 , in the 85th N. Y.

infantry ; died at Andersonville in July, 1864.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

Joseph Allen was born August 18th , 1803 , in Brookfield,

N. Y., and removed thence in April, 1821 , to this town ,

where he is engaged in farming. He holds three commis
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The following, from the Elmira Gazette of June 21st ,

1879, received as the last pages of this work are about going

press is our only information of the decided success of

Mr. O. P. Taylor's enterprise in boring for petroleum :

A letter received from a reliable gentleman at Wellsville

gives the following interesting description of the oil excitement

at that place : " There is no disguising the fact that oil has been

found here and that in paying quantities. Triangle Well '

is located four and a half miles southwest from Wellsville .

It was put down and is owned by O. P. Taylor, of Wellsville.

The well was commenced April 17th. At 985 feet a small

salt water vein was found . At 1,109 feet the oil bearing

sand was reached , and passed at 1,153 feet . The drill

stopped at 1,177 . Thursday, June 12th , the well was ' tor

pedoed ' with a twenty-quart shot of glycerine, when the

oil was sent from thirty to fifty feet over the derrick ; later

with an eight -quart shot, when the hole filled with 800 feet

of oil . Saturday came the flow , since which time there has

flowed between eight and ten barrels per day. The well is

certainly a ' gusher, ' and as I stood in the derrick yester

day watching the flow it came with force enough to make

things tremble. Sunday brought a crowd. The place was

named “ Triangle City. ' Four lager beer stands were

started , and the population numbered several hundred . Of

course Wellsville is excited, and every man sees a fortune

staring him in the face.' The town is filling up with

strangers. Letters, telegrams and inquiries are pouring in .

Look out for a great big city at Wellsville ! ”

6

Dr. R. H. Smith having removed to the Granger in 1830,

William received the “ rough and ready " training of a pri

mitive Allegany district school. He subsequently attended

the seminaries at Middlebury and Lima, N. Y., and after

teaching several terms studied medicine with Dr. C. C.

Chaffee, of Springfield, Mass . In 1846 he graduated at the

Medical College of Castleton, Vt. He began the practice

of medicine at Short Tract , N. Y. , but five years afterward

removed to Kellogsville , Cayuga county, N. Y. , where, in

partnership with Dr. W. F. Cooper, he practiced two years.

Dr. Smith then resumed practice at Short Tract. In the

spring of 1856 he was chosen supervisor, ard in November,

1856 , member of Assembly. He was again elected Assem

blyman in 1859 , and during the session of 1860 introduced

and obtained the passage of the bill heretofore spoken of,

dividing Allegany county into jury districts.

Dr. Smith was a delegate to the memorable Repub

lican National Convention of 1860, and on the breaking out

of the Rebellion raised a company of volunteers at Short

Tract and in its vicinity, which became Company E of the

85th N. Y. infantry. January 7th , 1862 , Dr. Smith received

his commission as surgeon of the 85th regiment, with rank

from October ist,1861. He served with the army of the Poto

mac during General McClellan's campaign in Virginia , and

subsequently accompanied his regiment to North Carolina .

On May 2nd , 1863 , Dr. Smith was appointed by the Pres

ident to the regular army service. But imperative duties at

home compelled him to decline the appointment and to re

sign his commission . A brother officer, writing of his re .

tirement from service, says:

" Regimental Surgeon W. M. Smith , of Angelica, resigned

and returned home in June, 1863. He was a great favorite

with officers and men, because of his unvarying good-nature

and kindness of heart toward all . He was an indefatigable

worker, and was especially tireless in his efforts to provide

for the greater comfort of the sick and wounded, to allevi

ate their sufferings or shield them from the exposures and

inconveniences so common and almost unavoidable during

the war. No regiment was so well cared for as the 85th .

The doctor was full of ingenious and thoughtful devices

conducive to the greater care and comfort of his men , and

was possessed of the rare foresight and ability to discern

and secure such things as other surgeons and officers never

thought or cared about until they were sorely needed and

generally could not be obtained . For these and other dis

tinctive traits, Surgeon Smith was beloved and deeply respect

ed by every man in the regiment. The morning he left us,

the regiment was drawn up in line, at dress parade, and bade

6

ADDITIONAL BIOGRAPHIES.

The following sketches, in some cases of men whose lives

have been briefly summarized on preceding pages , were re

ceived too late to print in connection with their respective

towns :

DR. WILLIAM M. Smith .

Dr. William M. Smith , of Angelica, was born at Pater

son , N.J. , July 18th , 1825. His father , Dr. Reuben H. Smith ,

was a native of Massachusetts . His mother, Ospha E. (Van

Blarcom) Smith , was of an old Dutc ! family , descended

from Captain Hans Van Blarcom, one of the New Amster

dam colonists .
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in lature in 1872 by a majority of 2,742 over Ittai J. Elliott,

democrat, and 2,913 over Miner, liberal , in 1873 .

Dr. Crandall is a member of Elmira Academy of Medicine,

Hornellsville Academy of Medicine, president of the Alle

gany County Medical Society, and its representative in the

State medical society at Albany.

Mrs. E. Euphemia, wife of Dr. Crandall , and daughter of

Elisha Potter, Esq . , of Alfred Centre, was born February

27th , 1832. She was a graduate of Alfred Academy, was, a

granted a State license by the Superintendent of Public In

struction to teach in the schools of the State , a position she

was well adapted to fill. She is a lady of great moral and

social worth , whose influence is felt and acknowledged . She

was married July 5th , 1853. They have one surviving child,

Susie M. Crandall , now twelve years of
age.

Hon. JOHN M. HAMMOND.

him good-bye with a sorrow and depth of feeling se

felt , and still more rarely manifested by veteran soldiers . We

all felt that we were losing a royally good man, one whose

place it would be difficult to fill ."

Upon his return from the South , Dr. Smith removed to

Angelica, where he has built up an extensive practice . On

the first of January, 1873 , Dr. Smith was commissioned

surgeon - general , with the rank of brigadier- general , on the

staff of Governor Dix , which position he held during the

Gubernatorial term of office . He was a delegate to the

Republican National Convention of 1876 , and he has many

other times represented his party in important conventions .

The qualities of a skillful physician and of a useful citizen

are happily united in Dr. W. M. Smith's clear, logical judg

ment, prudence, integrity, industry and public spirit which

have won him universal respect and confidence.

Hon. W. W. CRANDALL, M , D. ,

was born in Genesee, Allegany county , N. Y. , March 23d ,

1828.

He was the youngest son of Ezekiel and Susan Wells

Crandall , natives of Hopkinton, R. I.

His father held a major's commission in the war of 1812 ,

serving with honor in the defenses of Rhode Island and

Connecticut . He removed to Allegany in 1825 , and died in

1855 , at the advanced age of seventy-one years. His mother

died in 1861 at the age of seventy-one also.

The subject of this memoir was educated at Alfred Acad

emy and Brown University. He was for several years a

successful teacher in the public schools of this State, and

also of Rhode Island ; was granted a State license by V. M.

Rice, Superintendent of Public Instruction , to teach in any

of the schools of New York . Choosing medicine for a pro

fession , he commenced study with H. P. Saunders, M, D. ,

in the office of Hartshorne & Saunders, Alfred Centre, in

1855. March 8th, 1858 , he was admitted to graduation, and

awarded thedegree of “ Doctor of Medicine" by the medical

department of the University of New York city, and addi

tional thereto a "certificate of honor " for having pursued

more than the required course of study. He also is a grad

uate of the Opthalmic Hospital , New York, and holds a cer

tificate of one year's attendance in the wards of Bellevue

Hospital .

Spring and summer of 1858, he was abroad for study and

observation in the hospitals and medical schools of London

and other cities of Great Britain . Returning, he settled in

Andover, his present home, was associated with J. J. Har

man , M. D. , one year, and has ever since enjoyed a lucrative

business in the practice of his profession .

He is of medium height, pleasing manner, a genial com

panion and lover of society, is generous to the poor, has

great energy, tact as well as talent in the management of his

affairs, and is an earnest advocate of any measure he thinks

is right, and in which his feelings are enlisted .

Early after becoming established in his business career he

became deeply interested in politics, and was elected in 1872

and 1873 , to represent his constituents in the Assembly of

the State Legislature, serving on the committees of public

education and public health, being chairman of the latter,

and instrumental in initiating several important measures.

Politically, Dr. Crandall is a republican , and his popularity

was shown in the two contests which sent him to the Legis

The subject of this sketch , John M. Hammond, of whom

brief mention has already been made in this work , came of

Revolutionary stock ; his father having been Jonathan Ham

mond and his mother Prudence Slater Hammond, both from

New England—the father from Massachusetts,and the mother

from Vermont. His early life was spent with his parents in

Bainbridge, working on the farm and in a brick - yard in sum

mer and attending the district school in winter,thereby receiv

ing a common school education . At the early age of seventeen

he began teaching in winter, and secured betimes an interest

in a small way in the manufacturing of lumber, running it by

rafts on the Delaware to Philadelphia. When but twenty

years of age his father removed to Caneadea, Allegany county.

This was in the spring of 1831. The son in the meantime,.

who had not yet reached his majority, had developed into

the full man, and had accumulated, by the work of his own

hands, the sum of six hundred dollars, a small fortune in

those days . The energy, intelligence and thrift of the young

man was such that his marriage, which occurred March 3d ,

1831 , seemed, notwithstanding the fact that he was but

twenty, a most fitting event. The wife chosen was Eliza

Ann Gillett, daughter of David and Susan Gillett, of Bain

bridge . The family of Mrs. Hammond was also one of the

best of New England stock . No sooner was settlement

made in Allegany than young Hammond made himself felt

in the neighborhood . Settlements were sparse and settlers

miles away were near neighbors. Such was his energy, en

terprise and push that he was soon well known over a con

siderable portion of what is now Allegany county. Settling

in Hume in March of the succeeding year, John M. Ham

mond may be set down as one of the pioneers of the town ;

nor has a..y one during that period proved more eminently

a representative man . Engaged in clearing land, manufac

turing and dealing in lumber, merchandizing, etc. , his enter

prise has been such as to place him in the front rank of the

business men of the town . In 1849 he took a contract for

the construction of four miles of the Genesee Valley canal ,

completing the work the succeeding year. The year

after ( 1851 ) he was made superintendent of the canal .

He held the superintendency during a period of thrve years

in all , performing the duties with honor to himself and profit

to the State . The first elective office which he held was

that of a justice of the peace. In 1857 he was chosen su

pervisor of his town, and at the succeeding general election

elected member of the State Assembly. Here it was, that
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the assembly in 1845 and 1846 . He was an able member of

the bar, a successful business man and socially highly es

teemed . His death occurred April 2nd , 1877 .

a

at a period of severe trial , growing out of local differences

among his constituents, he carried so firm and even a hand,

and conducted himself so admirably, as to win the appella

tion of HONEST JOHN HAMMOND , nor was ever a fitter one

made. Since , in public , private and business life, he has

throughout made a record entitling him to the highest of all

honors, “ God's noblest work , an honest man .” It was this

reputation for integrity which made him a member of the

Constitutional convention of 1867 , and subsequently placed

his name on the Republican State ticket for canal commis

sioner .

An early, active and earnest whig of the Seward or anti

slavery school , though not distinctively denominated one of

the old Guard of Liberty, he was among the first of those

who, after inchoate organization , lent his influence and

efforts to the building up of the republican party , since

which he has been a power, morally and politically, and his

name a tower of strength at all times and places in main

taining it . His influence has been always given in favor of

free schools, a free press, freedom for all men , purity of the

ballot box , temperance, religion , good society and good gov

ernment . During the war for the Union he spent a large

portion of his time in efforts at recruiting, gave of his sub

stance, sent his own sons to the front, and proved himself,

in the most eminent sense, a republican and patriot . While

not growing rich himself, he has proven a man of rare enter

prise and thrift, making his family comfortable, and the

communities around him richer and more prosperous on ac

count of his presence.

Hon . David P. RICHARDSON .

)Hon. David P. RICHARDSON, of Angelica, N.Y. , (member

of Congress), was born at Macedon , Wayne County, N. Y.

He attended the academy at Macedon Centre, and grad

uated at Yale College. His father, Dr. Plunket Rich

ardson , died when the subject of this sketch was quite

young. After graduating, in connection with the Rev.

Samuel Center he established the Angelica Academy.

He commenced the study of law with Judge Grover and

was admitted to the bar al Rochester in 1859. On the

outbreak of the Rebellion he raised a company of sol

diers and joined the 6th N. Y. cavalry, serving over three

years with that regiment on the staffs of Generals Stone

man, Pleasanton and Deven . After the war he settled in

Angelica, where he has since continued to reside . He has

served as supervisor of his town three years , the last of

which he was chosen chairman of the board . He was elec

ted a member of the present forty - sixth Congress, and is a

partner of Richardson , Flenagin & Smith , a leading law firm

of this State.

STEPHEN ATHERTON, of Granger , N.Y. , son of William and

Sally Atherton, was born in Luzerne county, Pa . , in 1796 , and

stands among the living pioneers of Allegany county , where

his father took up a farm in the township of Caneadea in

1804. The father, stopping here but a few months, removed

his family and worldly effects with an ox team , cutting the

road through an unbroken wilderness as they went, to Hins

dale, Cattaraugus county, making the journey in six days.

Remaining in Hinsdale twelve years he returned to Caneadea,

where he died in 1831. The subject of this sketch , when

twenty years of age, was married to Miss Eunice Ripinbark,

and commenced for himself in a new country with no capi

tal . The children born of this marriage were George, Wil

liam , Sally and Adam, of whom the two former are deceased .

Mrs. Atherton's death occurred in 1828 , and he subsequently

filled the home vacancy by making Miss Anna Huff, of Can

eadea, his wife. To them were born three children : Mary,

Hannah and Stephen . Mr. Atherton , always temperate in

his habits, has by honest industry, judicious management and

economy, accumulated property sufficient for his support

and comfort through life-over and above some eleven hun

dred acres of land which he has given to his children and

now in his eighty -fourth year, still possesses the activity

of a much younger man .

Nelson P. BAKER, of Hume, N. Y. , born in this town in

1829 , was the son of George Baker, a native of Otsego

county, N. Y. , where he was born in 1800. At the age of

twenty -one the father was married to Miss Esther Perkins ,

daughter of Ichabod Perkins, of New England parentage

and English descent, and in 1825 came to Allegany county

and settled on lot number 5 , in the western part of the town

of Hume, where he began the hardy task of cutting out of

the almost pathless forest a home, and spent his plain , un

ostentatious and honest life in tilling the soil . The parents,

both devoted christian people, were among the original

members of the Free Will Baptist Church society located in

the neighborhood, and during their time were materially

identified with its best interests. To them were born five

children-Clarissa , William (deceased in 1872), Nelson P.,

Lydia (deceased in 1870) and Hannah (deceased) . Com

mencing without anything they secured a competency, rank

ing among the prosperous and worthy families of the town .

In 1850 , Nelson P. , the subject of this memoir, was united

in marriage to Miss Mary E. Doud, daughter of James

Doud, a descendant of the Puritan element of New England,

and pioneer of the town who is now living, at the advanced

age of seventy -eight years , possessed of the vigor and activ

ity of a much younger man . Mr, Baker, now an enterpris

ing, influential and good citizens and active business man,

at the age of twenty -one commenced for himself at farming
on the homestead , which is still in his possession, and re

mained there until his removal , in 1875 , to Hume village,

where he is conducting the stage and livery business. Like

his forefathers, who were ever faithful to the fortunes of the

old Whig party, he accepts the Republican platform of to.

-

Hon. John G. COLLINS.

Hon. John G. Collins, of Angelica , N. Y. , was born

at Geneva, April 24th , 1809 ; was of English descent, and

was educated at Hobart College , Geneva , being a class .

mate of Governors Silas Wright and Horatio Seymour.

He settled in Allegany county in 1825 , and read law

with Judge Welles, of Penn Yan . He was married in 1856

to Miss Helen Everett , daughter of Horace Everett, a

prominent citizen of Windsor, Vt . , and cousin of Edward

Everett. He was county judge and surrogate of Alle

gany county from 1840 to 1844, and was elected member of
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day, and is a vigorous exponent of the principles of the

party. He acted in the capacity of supervisor of the town

in 1875 and 1877 , and has also been called by his towns-peo

ple to fill various positions of honor and trust, discharging

the duties attending them with credit to himself and to their

entire satisfaction.

with integrity of character and affable and courteous man

ners, worthy of emulation , has rendered his life thus far a

success and won for him hosts of friends. He is a member

of the Oriona Lodge of F. and d. M. , loc.ited at Hume vil

lage, and contributes liberally, wherever duty calls him , to

the interests of good society . Mr. Brooks is a firm believer

in Republican principles. He was elected supervisor of the

town in 1876 on the Liberal and Democrat ticket.OLIVER D. BENJAMIN (deceased) in his time an intelligent ,

judicious and prosperous farmer and business man of Rush

ford , was a descendant of the Puritan stock , and a native of

Windsor county, Vt. , where he was born in 1806. He came

to Rushford with his parents, Asa and Abigail Benjamin ,

who were daily witnesses of the transformation of the coun

try from an almost pathless forest into green pastures and

fertile fields. Mr. B. was united in marriage in 1830 to Miss

Lucia Woods, daughter of Daniel Woods, and present wife

of Calvin G. Leavens. He was the father of two children ,

Sylvia S. , the wife of Thomas Williams , and Rhoda (de

ceased) . Mr. Woods was also a pioneer settler of the town .

Mr. Benjamin died September 2nd, 1864, possessed of a

competency of this world's goods, the result of years of hard

labor, and his memory is cherished as a faithful husband, a

kind father and a useful citizen .

ALFRED COOLEY , of Hume, N. Y. , an extensive farmer

and esteemed citizen of the town , is the son of Benjamin

Cooley, a native of Connecticut , who was among the first to

locate upon that part of the “ Holland Purchase " included

within the limits of the town . Alfred was born in Delaware

county in 1816 , and during the same year his father took up

the homestead , upon which he now resides-felling the timber

and clearing a spot for the pioneer habitation,which was eight

teen by twenty feet in size and one and one-half stories in

height . The father married Miss Relief Landers , a member

of an early and prominent family of Chenango county , N. Y.

Both devoted christians, surrounded by dutiful children , and

from their advent in the town , prompt into the performance

of duties tending to the promotion of the welfare of its peo

ple , they lived to enjoy the result of many years of honest

industry and the favor of all acquaintances . The subject of

this sketch married Miss Nancy Kingsley, daughter of Eph

rain Kingsley, in 1841 , and the children born of the marriage

were : Andrew (deceased in 1862) , Eugene J. , Albertus (de

ceased in 1876) , and Benjimin . She died in 1849 and Mr.

Cooley was united in marriage the following year to Julia

Ann Peck , whose death occurred in 1852. Miss Emiranda

Runyan, of Pike, Wyoming county, became his third wife in

1853. Two children , Eveline A. , and Cordello C. , were the

result of this union . Mr. and Mrs. Cooley have been prom

inently identified with the M. E. church society at Wiscoy,

for many years.

David P. BROOKS, of Hume, N. Y. , the eldest child of

Matthew Brooks, of English parentage, brief notice of whom

will be found elsewhere, came to Allegany county with

very limited means, and planting his destiny in the town

of Hume, has, by untiring industry, placed himself among

its many thrifty and successful farmers. In 1834 he

was married to Miss Sarah Nourse, daughter of Philip

Nourse, a native of Vermont. William P. Brooks, a leading

merchant and business man in the town, and his only

child was born of this marriage, October 30th , 1834. His

wife died in 1870 and the vacancy in his home was filled

by making Miss Hannah Sabin , of Rushford , his wife.

Mr. Brooks, a member of the Whig party in its time, is a

firm believer in Republican principles .
-

our

WILLIAM P. BROOKS, of Hume, N. Y. , a worthy , useful and

highly esteemed citizen , of whom brief mention has been

made elsewhere, is the son of David P. Brooks. His

mother, formerly Sarah Nourse, was a descendant of a

family of that name, who were prominently identified in

the local history of Rockingham, Vt .

He acquired the rudiments of his education at the district

school , subsequently attended the Rushford Academy, and

was married in 1857 to Miss Mary P. , daughter of Jay and

Louisa Farnsworth , who were daily witnesses of the trans

formation of the town from an unbroken wilderness to a

state of clearing and cultivation , ranking among its estimable

families. Bertha S. was the only child born of the marriage.

Mrs. Brook's death occurred in 1874, and he was united

in marriage the following year to Miss Kate F. Smith ,

daughter of James C. Smith , of whom mention is made else

where. Mr. Brooks was prosperously engaged in the lumber

trade in the town of Allen from 1857 until 1867 , when

he came to Fillmore and established the general mer.

chandising business, to which he has since successfully

devoted his time, energy and business tact. Early learn

ing that the road leading to success was only open to

strong hands and willing hearts, he established methodical

business' habits, and his energy and perseverance, coupled

Smith Davis.—David C. , the grandfather of

subject, was a chaplain in the Revolutionary war. He

came to this town in 1818 and organized a Baptist

church . He died in Angelica in 1821 , at the age of

eighty years. Mr. Davis's father, Jesse , located in the

town of Angelica in 1817 , on the farm now owned by

his son , David G. Davis. Smith Davis is one of the most

prominent men of Angelica . He has held the office of

school inspector, town clerk , justice of the peace, supervisor,

county treasurer and loan and railroad commissioner. He

is also president of the First National Bank of Angelica.

He has one child, Sallie, born April 28th 1875. His adopted

daughter, Loretta Davis, was taken from the Children's

Home, in New York . She is an educated and accomplished

young lady of more than ordinary talent. Mr. Davis and

his family spent the winter of 1877 in Switzerland and

France.

SEYMOUR L. Doud, of Hume, N. Y. , a worthy citizen and

successful business man , is essentially a self-made man, and

a true sketch of his history introduces a chapter from real

life, strikingly illustrative of what energy will do if well

directed . He was born in 1836, and is a member of one of

the prominent and prosperous pioneer families of the town ,

descending from the Puritan element of New England, and

representing that restless industrious class, who with sturdy

a
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patent and takes a commendable pride in acquainting the

public with his merited success.

He is also widely known as the inventor of the Dexter

King road wagon . His portrait appears in this work at page

308 .

arms and iron will , can best draw out the hidden resources

of a virgin country. James Doud , the father of the subject

of this sketch , and his brother Orin , came in 1815 from Ot

sego county with their father , who purchased and improved

the farm where William Doud now lives . Mr. Doud's op

portunities for obtaining an education were very limited and

his advantages in this direction were the result of individ

ual effort. He attended the Whitestown Academy in the

winter of 1855 , and was a student at Pike Seminary for one

term during the year 1857 , defraying his own expenses .

After which , he taught school in his native town , with en

tire satisfaction to its patrons, and creditably filled a like

position in Illinois in 1856. In 1858 he engaged himself as

travelling salesman to Smith & Harrington , of Waterloo , N.

Y. , which situation he held until 1860 , when his services

were procured by the firm of Campbell & Sons , rake man

ufacturers, in whose employ he remained three years. In

1865 he returned to his native town , and for another three

years was retailing goods on the road , for E. C. Skiff, dry

goods merchant of the place, acting in the capacity of clerk

when not thus employed in the meantime. He commenced

in the store where he is now conducting his extensive whole

sale and retail hardware trade in 1868, Mr. Skiff furnishing

the capital ($3,500) , and he managing the business. This

establishment became his sole property in 1871 . He

married Miss Jennie M. , daughter of Amos L. Partridge, of

Pike township , Wyoming county , in 1860. Like his fore

fathers , who were among the standard bearers of the old

Whig party, he accepts the Republican platform of to - day ,

but being strictly devoted to business and content with the

common walks of life , does not take an active part in

politics . He has , however, held the office of town clerk for

four successive terms, and the position of postmaster for

Altogether, he is one of those enterprising,

obliging and courteous gentlemen , whose identification with

any community is always productive of good .

JEDEDIAH B. GORDON , of Rushford, N. Y. , born in this

town in 1812 , was the son of William Gordon, a native

of Vermont, and one of its pioneer settlers . The latter, a

Revolutionary soldier, was married in 1809 to Miss Myra

Gary , daughter of Enos Gary, another early settler. The

parents, both devoted and active christian people, were

descended from that hardy old New England stock , whose

Spartan character and vigorous virtues have so greatly pro

moted the prosperity and so well upheld the liberties of our

country. Of this marriage were born two children , Samuel

and Jedediah. The mother's death occurred in 1812 , and

the following year he filled the home vacancy by making

Miss Martha Gary , her sister, his wife. Nine children were

the result of this union, Lorenzo , Stanbury, Castorn ,

Stoddard , Salvina . Copeland , John, Asbury and Tarbell . In

1808 the father and four of his brothers each took up farms

in the town , commencing without capital , but with good

stocks of health, industry and ambition , which they judic

iously applied, and became prosperous and leading citizens .

The father died in 1870 and his estimable companion in

1852. The subject of this sketch , Jedediah B. , a leading

business man , and an esteemed , useful and influential citizen

of the town and county, was married in 1839 to Miss Juliet

Hovey, of Wyoming county, N. Y. To them were born

four children , Ellen , Albert , Mary and Frederick . Mrs.

Gordon died in 1870 , and in 1872 he was married to Miss

Mary Thompson, daughter of Israel Thompson. He began

for himself at the age of twenty -one in the woolen factory,

established by his father, and subsequently became its sole

owner, and also the proprietor of a grist - mill . He is a firm

believer in Republican principles , and although no office

seeker, has been chosen four times supervisor of bis town ,

and to various other positions of trust and responsibility.

five years .

Mrs. STANBURY J. GORDON, of Rushford , N.Y. , was born

in Otsego county, N. Y. , in 1822 , and is a descendant of a

family ever identified with the best interests of society and

the community in which they have resided . Her father,

Asa M. Short, came to Allegany county in and located

in the town of Rushford . She was married in 1846 to

Stanbury J. , a son of William Gordon , a pioneer and one

of the most influential citizens of the town , who died Febru

ary 15th , 1875. The children born of this marriage were :

Eugenia, Frank (deceased in 1874, ) Lillian , Vernie and

Homer.

as

William Foote, of Hume, N. Y. , a self-made man , ener

getic and thorough in his undertakings, and a worthy and

enterprising citizen of the town , was born in Freedom ,

Cattaraugus county , in 1840, where his father, Prosper P.

Foote, proprietor of the Caledonia House, at Caledonia ,

N. Y. , and a native of Herkimer county, settled about

1837 .

At the age of twenty -four he began learning the trade

of repairing and building carriages at Fillmore, where ,

a just reward for his perseverance, is con

ducting a lucrative and extensive business, the result of in

dividual effort . May 5th , 1877 , he secured a patent for a

“ double side-spring ” buggy, which is manufactured under

the name of " Foote's New York road wagon . ” This at once

popular patent was purchased the September following, ( the

inventor reserving the right to manufacture one hundred

sets per year) by the Dexter Spring Company, of Hulton,

Pa . , by whom it is manufactured and sold largely throughout

the United States . He was married to Miss Sarah A.

Barrett , of Pike , Wyoming county, in 1867 ; is secretary of

the Iona Lodge of F. and A. M. at Hume village, and

enjoys the respect and esteem of all who know him .

He is conducting an extensive manufacturing business at

Fillmore, and his carriages are known to be in every respect

first-class. He realized a large amount by the sale of his

now

(

JOHN J. HARMAN, of Andover, N. Y. , was born in

North Almond, Allegany county, N. Y. , May 6th, 1817 .

His father was one of the early settlers of that town ,

a farmer of limited means, with whom the son remained

until he was seventeen years of age, at which time he

purchased from his father his time, agreeing to pay

therefor $ 100, which he accomplished the first year.

At the age of twenty- two he decided to study the pro

fession of medicine, and in pursuance of this resolve he

attended the academy at Alfred Centre, N. Y. , at that time

under the management of Prof. W. C. Kenyon, who inter
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to Miss Charlotte Finn, formerly from Jefferson county, N. Y.

Of this marriage were born two sons, Charles E. and James

A. He was with his father in the Ingham House, until

about 1860, when he became its sole proprietor, keeping it

in his control until purchased by its present owner and

proprietor in February, 1879.

He was first elected county superintendent of the poor in

1861 , holding the position for four consecutive terms

of three years each, and again in the fall of 1876 was

chosen to act in the same capacity. His remarkably gener

ous nature, kind words and ways, and great heart, fitted him

peculiarly for his long career as a hotel manager, and not

less for the proper discharge of his official duties . His

death occurred April 21st , 1879 : the county losing a tried

and true officer, the family a devoted husband and father,

and the community at large a faithful , honest man.

>

GEORGE M. Jacobs, of Hume, N. Y. , one of the thrifty,

intelligent and enterprising farmers of the town , and son of

Major Stephen B. Jacobs , (who was one of the primitive

settlers and prominently identified with its material interests

for many years) , was born on the old homestead in 1840, and

was a student in the Alfred University and Pike Seminary .

He was united in marriage in 1862 to Miss Arabella J. Rose,

daughter of Cyrus and Eliza Rose, of Nunda, and soon after

ward purchased the homestead , upon which he resided

until his removal to Wiscoy village in 1876. He is a Repub

lican in politics and has ever adhered to the fortunes of his

party with unswerving fidelity. He is a member of the

Oriona Lodge of F. and A. M. , located at Hume village,

and also of the Nunda Chapter.

ested himself specially in the advancement of young Harman

in the studies he was pursuing. One year later he entered

the office of J. R. Hartshorn , M. D. , at Alfred Centre, where

he remained until he graduated at the Geneva Medical Col

lege in February, 1844. In April , 1844, he settled at An

dover, and in June following married Miss E. A. Clark , of

Geneseo, N. Y. He pursued the practice of medicine and

surgery fifteen years at Andover, when he relinquished it

in favor of the Hon . W. W. Crandall , M. D. , and entered into

the mercantile business, and so continued fifteen years, and

then retired from active business life . After a retirement of

five years we find him again pursuing the mercantile busi

ness with the vim of a man of forty years, at his old store in

Andover , associated with his only son , M. H. Harman . He

represented his town in Allegany county board of super

visors for five years, to wit : 1865-67 , 1876 and 1877 .

GEORGE S. HOPPER, of Hume, N. Y. , was a son of Cor

nelius Hopper, who was born in the town of Belfast in 1814 ;

grandson of Rockwell Hopper, born in Chemung county in

1792 , and great-grandson of Cornelius Hopper ( 1st ) , one of

the primitive settlers of Chemung county, and a native of

Holland, who, when but a lad , came to Connecticut, and

in 1777 married Miss Anna Rockwell , of English origin .

At the age of twenty - one the father, Cornelius Hopper,

was married to Miss Ruth Smith , of the town of Allen .

Their independent property, consisting of strong hands

and willing hearts, he and his estimable companion be

gan and successfully continued the labors necessary to

secure a competency in a new country, on the farm where

they died , in Angelica. His death occurred in 1857 , and

that of the mother in 1855. The subject of this sketch ,

born in 1853 , was the eleventh of a family of twelve chil

dren . Being left to provide for himself at an early age , and

realizing the importance of securing an education , he paid

his way in school from hard earned wages, until enabled to

engage as a teacher, managing to obtain several terms of

tuition at the Genesee Valley Seminary. After spending

his boyhood on a farm , and his youth as a clerk , he came to

Hume village in 1877 , erected a handsome and commodious

store on Main street, and became a merchant, where his

fidelity and well directed labors have justly been rewarded

with success. He was married to Miss Mary H. Sweet , of

Hume village, in 1876 , and their son , Roy S. , was born

in 1877 .

CHARLES INGHAM, of Hume, N. Y. , born in Genesee

county in 1820, and well known throughout the country,

was the son of Chauncey G. Ingham , a native of Herkinier

county, who settled in Hume in 1822. Putting up a frame

addition to his log house the year following, and opening it

for an inn he became the pioneer inn -keeper of the town,

where he discharged the duties of " mine host " with

personal credit for forty years , holding numerous other

positions of trust and responsibility in the meantime .

He was married in 1814 to Miss Sarah Spaulding, a de

voted christian lady, and to them were born four sons,

Joseph (deceased in 1878) , Charles, Harvey and Arthur .

The father's death occurred in 1868, and that of the mother

in 1876.

The subject of this memoir, Charles, an enterprising and

public -spirited man, received but the education which the

district schools of the times afforded , and was married in 1844

GEORGE W. Jones, of Hume, N. Y. , of English origin , and

the seventh son of a family of nine children , was born in the

town oi Pike, Wyoming county, N. Y. , in 1839. His father,

a native of Massachusetts, was one of the pioneers of the

town, having cleared and improved the farm upon which the

subject of this memoir was born. The son remained at

home until twenty-three years of age, when he enlisted in

Company D, of the 136th N. Y. infantry . Beside several

skirmishes he was in the battles of Chancellorsville and Look

out Mountain ,and was once wounded . He was discharged in

June, 1865 , returned home to Pike and worked on the home

stead for three years, when he purchased the farm upon

which he now resides. He was married in 1867 to Mrs.

Ellen R. Lincoln , daughter of David Van Dyke, a prim

itive settler of the town of Eagle , Wyoming county. He is a

successful farmer, and highly esteemed in the commu

nity where he resides . A view of his residence appears in

this work at page 310.

CHARLES B. KENDALL, of Rushford , N.Y. ,was born in 1841

on the old homestead, which he now owns and occupies.

He was the son of Emerson Kendall , a native of Windsor

county, Vt . , born in 1800 , and grandson of James Ken

dall , a descendant of the Puritans of New England,

and one of the pioneer settlers of this town, where he

took up land in 1816. The father married Miss Amanda

Gillette, daughter of Seth Gillette in 1825 ; spent his plain ,

industrious and honest life in tilling the soil , and became a

leading farmer of the town , contributing largely to the in

terests of good society , wherever his sense of duty dictated.

His death occurred in 1874 and that of the mother in 1878 .
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Of this marriage were born five children : Linus, Hartwell ,

Ann deceased in 1849) , Antoinette and Charles B.

The subject of this sketch , a successful business man , and

a useful , estimable and influential citizen , began life for

himself at an early age upon his father's farm . He was

married in 1863 to Miss Lucia Smith , daughter of Henry

Smith , of Ogden , Monroe county, N. Y. , and is the father of

two children, Anna and Charles H. In 1877 , he, with

Dr. Stacy, established a prosperous banking business at

Rushford village, which is still continued .

Like his forefathers, who were members of the old Whig

party, he accepts the Republican platform of to -day, and

faithfully adheres to the fortunes of his party.

HARTWELL KENDALL, of Rushford , the second son and

child of Emerson Kendall , was born on the Kendall home

stead in this town in 1830 . He is one of the prosperous

and enterprising farmers of the town , and was united in

marriage to Miss Susan Baldwin , of Franklinville, Cattarau

gus county, N. Y. , in 1870. He commenced for himself

upon the homestead , a portion of which he still owns and

occupies .

EBENEZER KINGSLEY , of Hume, N. Y. , one of the judicious,

substantial and enterprising farmers of the county , was the

son of Ephraim and Lydia Kingsley , of Vermont, who were

among the first to settle in the town of Nunda, Livingston

county, where they located in 1807. The father soon came

into possession of the Nash place, where the subject of this

sketch was born in 1814, subsequently purchasing the farm

now owned and occupied by M. Bolton , in the town of

Hume, where he died in 1859. He became a prosperous

farmer and leading man of the town , being chosen to various

positions of honor and trust by his towns -people, and enjoy

ing their confidence and esteem in a remarkable degree.

He was one of a family of eight children, Orin (de

ceased) , Harriet (deceased in 1841 ) , Joel , Lucinda (wife

of Stephen B. Jacobs, and deceased in 1866) , Nancy (de

ceased in 1849) , Ebenezer, Andrew (deceased in 1875 ) , and

Mary (deceased in 1849) . He commenced for himself at

the age of twenty - five, and his energy and perseverance ,

(characteristic traits of the family) have been rewarded with

success. He was married in 1854 to Miss Rebecca Chase,

whose death occurred in 1867 , and in 1871 he was united in

marriage to Miss Emma Weaver, his present wife , a daughter

of Jeremiah Weaver. of Grove township . Of the former

marriage were born two children , Frederick , and Frank

(deceased in 1862. )

Benjamin, a devoted christian lady, who has contributed

liberally to the support of church societies and different

charities . Mr. Leavens is very generally respected as

good citizen and an honest man .

HENRY H. LYMAN, M. D. , of Hume, N. Y. , son of Henry

D. Lyman , of New England birth and English descent, was

born in this town in 1827 .

In 1825 the father married Miss Sophia Buckman,

daughter of Ira Buckman, a revolutionary soldier, formerly

from Otsego county, N. Y. , and the following year settled

on the Edson Hammond farm and commenced with others

the work of carving out the civilization of to-day. Of

this marriage seven children were born , Phæbe Ann

(deceased in 1869) , Henry H. , Charles (deceased in 1868 ),

Ira (deceased in 1842 ) , Edwin (deceased in 1850) , George

(now living near Fort Dodge, Iowa) , and Martin (deceased

in 1866 ) He was engaged at farming until 1839 , when he

moved from Caneadea to Belfast, where with an interval of

two years he was proprietor of the hotel to the time of the

death of Mrs. Lyman in 1864. Subsequently he located in

Chicago, and from there moved to Palatine in the State of

Illinois,where he died in 1876 . A thorough -going, energetic

and honest man, strictly devoted to business, he raised a

large family and accumulated considerable property. He

was justly classed among the representative men of the

medical fraternity of the county . Possessing the endurance,

ambition and economy, characteristic of many of the boys

of his day , he worked for low wages and paid his way in

school at the best institutions of learning within his reach ,

at times doing chores for his board , until enabled to engage

as a teacher . He was a student at the Alfred University

and at the New York Medical University, and a teacher at

Rushford , and graduated at the Buffalo Medical College in

1861. ' He was married in 1852 to Miss Cornelia Cowan , of

Hume, where during the previous year he began the labors

of his profession , and still enjoys a large and remunerative

practice. He is a member of the DeMolay Commandery,

No. 22 , of Knights Templar of Hornellsville, and has

served the Hume Lodge as Master eleven years, and the

Wyoming Chapter as High Priest for the same length of

time.

JAMES P. MANCHESTER, of Hume, N. Y. , a descendant of

a family prominently identified with the best interests of the

community in which they have resided , both in its paternal

and maternal ancestry, born in the town of Hume in 1849 ,

is the son of Peleg Manchester, a native of Otsego county,

where he was born in 1821 . The latter came to Allegany

county in 1832 with his father James, and settled on the

place known as the Manchester farm , and now in the pos

session of Peleg, where he died in 1860. In 1847 the son

married a daughter of Dr. Seth H. Pratt , of English descent,

born in Massachusetts in 1796 , and one of the pioneer

physicians of Hume. Here he began in 1824 a large

practice , which continued to increase until his removal

to Illinois in 1845 , where his death occurred the following

year. Dr. Pratt was a man of much ability, natural and ac

quired, and became professionally and politically a leading

man in the county . An earnest advocate of republican

principles , and adhering to the fortunes of his party with

unswerving fidelity, he took an active part in politics. Не,

however, in 1837 and 1838 consented to represent his dis

Calvin G. LEAVENS, of Rushford, N. Y. , is of Scotch

descent, and born in Windsor, Vt . , in 1809 , was the eldest

child of Calvin L. and Lucy Leavens. In 1828 he came

with his parents to this town , where they took up eighty

acres of land on lot number 14 , and began the labors

necessary to secure a competency. Their social and

educational advantages were limited, and Calvin received

only such learning from books as the district school of the

times afforded. He was married in 1834 to Miss Mary P.

Richards, and commenced life for himself at farming, with

out assistance. Of this marriage were born three chi.dren ,

Helen F. , Ira M., and Mary, all deceased . Mrs.

Leavens's death occurred in 1871 , and in 1877 he was

married to Mrs. Lucia Benjamin, relict of the late Oliver D.
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trict in the State Legislature, for the introduction and fur

terance of measures of importance to his constituents, ful

filling the duties of the position with credit to himself and

the county.

The subject of this sketch , James P. , a self -made man and

an enterprising and influential citizen of the town and county ,

received his education at the Hume village school and the

Rushford Academy . At the age of twenty-one he com

menced for himself, and in 1875 bought out J. M. Hammond

& Co. , merchants in his native town , where for two years he

carried on a remarkably successful business on a strictly

cash basis. In connection with mercantile interests he has

carried on a very successful banking business . He is polit

ically a democrat , and a vigorous and uncompromising expo .

nent of the principles of that party . In 1876 he was elected

town clerk , receiving a handsome majority over the opposing

candidate, in the town known as the banner republican town

of the county, and usually giving 200 majority for that party.

His standing as a man being such as to command the support

of both parties, he was in 1878 chosen to the office of supervi

sor by 121 majority, and in 1879,after an exciting canvass , re

elected to the same position , an increased number of votes

having been cast in his favor. Occupying an influential posi

tion in the board of supervisors, and ever active, energetic and

thorough in his undertakings, he has been the means of in

troducing and forwarding measures conducive to the wel

fare of his towns-people and of importance to the county .

Philo Mills, of Hume, N. Y. , the grandson of Roger

Mills, from Montgomery county, the primitive settler and

original owner of lots 36 and 37 in the town of Hume, and

son of Roger Mills, 2d , (who located in the town , taking his

father's place at the time of his death , in 1811 ) , was born on

the homestead upon which he now resides, in 1815. He was

one of the following thirteen children : Abigail , Roger B. ,

Jonathan ist, Jonathan 2nd , William W. , Mary W., Nathaniel

E. , Charles M., Emeline , Martha, Samuel G. , Philo and

Marvin , of whom Abigail , Jonaihan ist and 2nd , Mary,

Nathaniel, Emeline, Martha and Samuel are deceased ,

and Roger, William , Charles, Philo and Marvin , are among

the present prosperous and enterprising farmers of the town .

The father died in 1845 and the mother in 1852 .

The subject of this sketch, Philo , was married in 1841 to

Miss Catharine J. Tingley , a daughter of John Tingley, of

the town of Portage, Livingston county .

GEORGE MINARD, of Hume, N. Y. , the third child and sec

ond son of Isaac and Lucy Minard, born in Rockingham ,Vt.,

in 1803 , had only the limited advantages for obtaining an ed

ucation, which the common schools of those times afforded,

but being a man of good natural abilities, the other elements

upon which success in life so largely depend were supplied .

At the age of twenty-one he went to Lowell , Mass. , and en

gaged in the business of blasting and removing rock for

the foundation of the extensive cotton mills, for which that

place is celebrated . With his hard earned wages, in 1828,

he came “ west " and settled upon lot number 53 of the Cane

adea reservation , buying out Isaac and Chester Gibbs, who

had previously " taken it up." The following year he

was married to Miss Irene Blanchard, a sister of Rev. Dr.

Jonathan Blanchard , for some years president of Knox Col.

lege, Illinois. Her death occurred in March , 1830, and in

September of that year Miss Maria Sterns of his native town

became his wife and shared with him the toils and privations,

as well as the joys incident to pioneer life . In 1845 he was

elected supervisor of the town of Hume, which position he

held for three consecutive terms. An active politician he

espoused the principles of the Whig party , wielding a large

influence in its councils in the county . He supported

the faith and believed , as did his wife , in the cardinal prin

ciples of the Universalist church . He died from the effects

of a malignant fever in April , 1853 , the wife surviving until

1875. He is remembered by the older towns-people as a

man of large heart, great force of character and liberal ideas,

who was scrupulously honest in business transactions, and

foremost in all material improvements of the town . At his

death he left four children : John S. , at present a mer

chant at Hume village ; May S. , the wife of J. S. Bishop, of

Olean , N. Y.; George E. , who is still on the " old place,"

and Frances M., the wife of John A. Jones, of Allen town

ship .

John S. MINARD, of Hume, N. Y. , of whom brief mention

is made elsewhere, the eldest son of George and Maria

Minard, was born in 1834 upon the homestead on the river,

where he resided until a few years since . He was a pupil

at the district school when a lad , going to the school in

Hume village, at that time one of the best in northern Al

legany, and afterward attending the Genesee Wesleyan

Seminary at Lima, N. Y. , and the Castile Scientific and

Mathematical Institute, a select school conducted by Prof.

D. W. Smith , a teacher of considerable eminence in those

days . His father's death occurred when he was only

nineteen years of age, and as he was the oldest of the chil

dren , the care of the estate and business devolved upon him ,

making of him , as it were , an old man at once. In 1858 he

was married to Miss Mary A. Nye, daughter of Jonathan

Nye, of Hume village.

With other active duties he has practiced surveying for

some twenty -five year In 1866 and 1867 he acted in the

capacity of supervisor of his town with credit to himself, and

in 1870 was elected justice of the peace for the term of

9

four years.

In 1871 disposing of the farm , he removed to Hime vil

lage, and in 1873 , with J. M. Hammond and G. W. Marvin ,

entered the mercantile business under the firm name of

J. M. Hammond & Co. , which continued for about three

years . In 1876 he again engaged in the mercantile business,

and in 1878 built his present large and beautiful store on

Main street .

He is in every respect a representative man and takes a

great interest in everything that tends to advance the in

terests of his town and county . A view of his residence

and store appears in the work in connection with his own

and father's portrait at page 314.

Allen Nourse, of Hume, N. Y. , of English descent, was

born at Jeffrey, N. H. , in 1788 , being the youngest of a

family of eleven children . His father, Peter Nourse, a na

tive of Salem , Mass . , born in 1744 , removed to Rockingham,

Vt . , when Allen was about two years of age, where he died

in 1834. The son Allen, with his wife and their four chil

dren , Lysander L. , Samantha, Lorenzo and Willard , left

Vermont for Allegany county in 1831 , where he purchased

one hundred acres of land , situated in a then almost un

broken wilderness, and included in the farm now owned and

1
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occupied by his eldest son , Lysander, the only surviving

member of the family. Like many of the prominent and

successful men of to - day, Mr. Nourse received his only edu

cation at the district school , hut, the father and mother, by

care and a judicious use of the means at hand , secured to

their children well grounded moral habits , and laid the

foundation for lives of usefulness. At the age of twenty

seven , the subject of this sketch married Miss Persis Wil

lard of Windham county, Vt . , whose death occurred April

8th , 1825. In October of the year following, a Miss

Moore became his wife . She died in 1855. Of this mar

riage were born son and two daughters: Persis ,

Henry and Eliza , of whom none are now living. He was

again married in December, 1856 , to Miss Julia Carpenter,

who is still living at the advanced age of seventy -nine

years. Through honest industry and economy, he secured

a competency of this world's goods, and by his strict integ

rity of character, won the confidence of his fellow -citizens

in a remarkable degree. He manifested a deep interest in

matters concerning the public welfare, and spent his time

and money in the advancement of all laudable enterprises

and for charitable purposes. His death occurred in August,

1870, and his memory is cherished as a faithful husband, a

kind father and a worthy, useful and highly esteemed citi

1805 , came to Monroe county in 1828 , where he was engaged

in the tanning business until 1832 , when he located in Cen

treville, purchasing and improving the farm now owned and

occupied by Miles Ballard . In 1831 he was united in mar

riage to Miss Lucia Bingham , of Monroe county, and the

children born of this union were : Thomas B. , Martha, El

mina, Amelia, Marcia and Hettie. He died in 1869 and the

death of his wife occurred in 1878. He was a vigorous ex

ponent of the principles of the Republican party . The

subject of this sketch , was at the age of twenty - six

years married to Miss Lucina Higgins, daughter of Wil

lard Higgins, and commenced for himself upon the farm

where he now resides . He ranks among the intelligent and

prosperous farmers and business men of his town, and re

sides in one of the most pleasant homes in the county , a

view of which appears in itis work at page 311 .

one

John M. REASE, of Hume, N. Y. , a son of Captain Silas

Rease, was born in 1829 in the town of Burns , Allegany

county , where his father, a native of Herkimer couniy,

settled about 1825. The father, whose death occurred at

Portage in 1873 , was in 1821 married to Catharine Martin ,

who survives him at the advanced age of seventy- seven

years . The subject of this sketch , an intelligent and pros

perous farmer of the town , was in 1858 united in marriage

to Miss Julia Jacobs, daughter of Major Stephen B. Jacobs.

This amiable and devoted christian wife was one of the

" class of 1856 ' graduating at Alfred University . Born of

this marriage were the following children : Stephen, Jay,

Mary and Edward.

zen .

LYSANDER L. Nourse, of Hume, N. Y. , is too well and fa

vorably known to need extended mention in these pages .

Suffice it to say, that he is , in every respect , a worthy de

scendant of a family, ever identified with the best interests

of the town and society in which they have resided . He

married Miss Emma N. Handy, of Hume, November 23d ,

1842. Five children-Persis, Sarah , Henry, Susan and

Gerrit-were the result of this marriage. Henry died Sep

tember 15th , 1850 , and the mother June 18th , 1867. In

1868 he was married to Miss Adeline Munsell , his pre

sent wife , a daughter of Gurdon Munsell , of Chardon , O.

He is a conservative Republican , never taking a very active

part in political matters.

Joseph M. Paul, of Hume, N. Y. , born May 8th , 1832 , in

Birdsall , Allegany county , is the son of John and Sylvia Paul,

of English descent . He attended the village schools at

Angelica and Hume.

At the age of twenty- two he commenced business for

himself as proprietor of the Hume Flouring Mills , having

prior to this time assisted his father on the farm and in the

mills which he had owned . In July, 1854 , he was married to

Delia M. Seaver, daughter of Dr. Daniel Seaver, of Hume

village , a pioneer of the town . Of this marriage four chil

dren were born : Charles E. (deceased ) , Addie A. , Cora B.

and Satie S. He has been deputy sheriff of Allegany county ,

and is a director in the First National Bank of Angelica .

He owns the Hume mills-ranking among the first in the

county — and in connection with their supervision is engaged

in farming, buying and selling grain and in the real estate

business, and is a successful, energetic business man , rep

resenting large financial interests in the town .

C. F. SKIFF , of Hume, N. Y. , a grandson of Joshua Skiff, a

pioneer settler of the town , and son of Joseph Skiff, one of its

most successful farmers, was burn in 1844 on the old Skiff

homestead. He was a student at the Rushford Academy and

is a graduate of Eastman's Commercial College, Poughkeep

sie. Mr. Skiff was married when twenty- two years of age to

Miss Helen Mills, daughter of William R. Mills, a well -known

and esteemed citizen of thetown , and commenced fo - himself

at farming. In 1873 he purchased a half interest in the furni

ture manufacturing and undertaking business of Augustus

Goodrich , of Mills's Mills. Five years subsequently the firm

opened up a large stock of furniture goods in the new store

building of J. S. Minard , of Hume village, where they have

since been doing a lucrative business .

Ranking among its energetic and industrious citizens , and

one to whom the place is indebted for the development of a

new branch of mercantile industry, doubtless the future will

witness a continuation of the merited success that has already

attended his efforts.

ELIZABETH W. SKIFF, of Hume, N. Y. , daughter of John

Whiting, born in Rindge, N. H. , in 1791 , was married to Josh

ua Skiff, one of the primitive settlers of the town, in 1843.

Her parents removed to Rockingham , Vt . , in 1800, and re

maining there for twenty years, they located in Maine, where

the father died . Mrs. Skiff, a lady of more than ordinary

ability , -natural and acquired-taught school for sixteen

terms , prior to her visit to Hume in 1830, where she came to

see her brother, John Whiting and a sister Mrs. Lucy Nourse.

Many years past the scriptural age of three score years and

ten, she still retains much of the mental and phys.cal vigor

of her youth.

THOMAS B. Pratt, only son of Delanson Pratt, in his

time an extensive farmer and leading man of the town of

Centreville, was born in Riga , Monroe county, N. Y. in 1832 .

The father, a native of Massachusetts, where he was born in
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Milton W. SKIFF, of Hume, N. Y. , was the first male

child born in what is now the town of Hume, and is con

sequently the oldest native inhabitant . He was the eldest

child of Joshua Skiff, who was identified in the pioneer

history of Allegany county, not in name merely but in fame,

with those who did as much as almost any in bringing it

out of the wilderness. The son , Milton W. Skiff, was born

November 2nd, 1810.

About one mile north of Mill's Mills, Joshua Skiff, a na

tive of Otsego county, N. Y. , in February ; 1810, having, to

gether with his wife, made the journey with an ox-team,

bringing their all , began the arduous task of making home

and fortune in the wilderness of the Holland Purchase. The

wife of Joshua Skiff and mother of the subject of this

sketch , was Lucina, daughter of Seth Wright . She was a

woman of no ordinary character, and possessing qualities

for which her family, one of the most eminent of the coun

try, were all along distinguished. In the veins of the hus.

band and father equally, ran the best blood of the land.

The fruit of this union was the following children : Milton

W., Joseph B. , a prosperous farnier of the town ; Elizabeth

M., who died in 1841 , and Harvey J. , now residing in Iowa.

The mother died in 1843 , and the father married , for his

second wife, Elizabeth Whiting, of Pike, who still lives on

the old homestead, at the advanced age of eighty-eight

years. Joshua Skiff secured a competency, and from the

day of his settlement was a man of mark, and all along a

representative man of the town , upon whom were devolved

the duties of supervisor, justice of the peace and other po

sitions of responsibility and trust , all of which he fulfilled

with credit and honor. His death occurred in 1846 .

As early as 1834 he commenced the mercantile bus.

iness in Hume village, devoting to it his activity, energy,

time and rare business tact, with marked success for

a period of thirty years. Now past life's meridian , he

is enjoying the fruits of years of labor, industry and economy,

coupled with a generosity rarely equalled . He has perhaps

done more than any other man in Allegany county in en

couraging young men and starting them in business. Some

of these have realized a degree of success placing them

alongside the proudest in the land . In politics, antecedently

a democrat , he early espoused the anti -slavery cause, and

was among the first of the Free Soilers to take part in the

organization of the Republican party. In the roll of the

“ Old Guard of Liberty ” will be found recorded the name

of Milton W. Skiff. He it was who, among Alleganians,

did most to aid in establishing and sustaining the Free

Press, the pioneer journal of American Republicanism . AA

self-made man, and possessing qualities and qualifications

fitting him for almost any position . Mr. Skiff never sought.

office, and has only accepted it when made supervisor by

the will of his neighbors . His wife was Marietta Rawson,

daughter of Solomon Rawson, the first settler in the town of

Linden, Cattaraugus county, ( in 1839) . They have two

children , Milton R. and Elizabeth M. Skiff, just entering

with credit and honor on the earliest experiences of man

hood and womanhood. The daughter, a graduate of the

Geneseo Normal School, has been for four years employed

as preceptress in the Union graded school at Perry , Wyom

ing county. The son, now barely past his majority, emu

lating the example of a long line of ancestry, decided in

boyhood to enter upon work for a living, learned his trade

as a tinsmith , and has entered upon life with those prospects

of success always attendant upon enterprise, energy, in

tegrity of character, discipline in business , and determination

to win . The father and mother have all along been con

nected with , and liberal supporters of the churches and

religious societies of Hume village, and the entire family are

at present members of the M. E. church of that place .

JAMES C. SMITH, of Hume, N. Y. , of German descent ,

born in Gainesville,Wyoming county, in 1820, was the son of

James Smith 2nd, a native of Ulster county, N. Y. , who lo.

cated with his father James, in Wyoming county , in 1809 .

James Smith 2nd , a farmer by occupation, was united in

marriage to Miss Anna Gillette, formerly of Hartford , Conn.

There were six children born of this marriage of whom the

subject of this sketch was the fourth . The father located in

the town of Friendship ,Allegany county,in the fall of 1820,and

after remaining there eight years,returned to Wyoming county.

The advantages of this son James C. for securing an educa

tion were very limited , his father requiring his assistance on

the farm during the summer; but having put the hardy les

sons of economy and labor into practice, his success as a

business man gives a record showing that education does

not always come from books. He commenced for himself

on a rented farm situated on the bank of Rush creek in the

town of Hume, at the age of twenty - five, when he was mar

ried to Miss Cynthia Cole , a native of Vermont . Here, in

a log cabin with nothing except the assurance of the hearty

co-operation of an estimable companion, was begun the

work of carving out a fortune.

Six children were the result of this marriage, of whom

only Albert and Catharine F. survive. The latter is the

wife of William P. Brooks, of Fillmore. At the end of two

years he purchased of Levi Rice, the “Bixby farm ," for a

consideration of $ 13204, paying $200 down . He remained

upon this farm for twenty-eight years, adding to it from time

to time , and extending its boundary lines . In 1876 he pur

chased the pleasantly situated and productive farm upon

which he now resides. Having secured a competency by

careful management and untiring industry, long may he live

to enjoy the fruits of his industrious youth and busy man

hood ; and we feel confident that he will maintain the good

character he has won , and retain to the last the respect and

esteem of those who have the pleasure of his acquaintance .

(See illustration and portraits, page 313) .

DR . AZARIAH BLANCHARD STEWART, of Hume, N. Y. , was

born February 28th, 1826, in Homer township, Courtland

county, N. Y. His father died when he was quite young,

leaving him dependent on his own exertions for support . He

read medicine and resided for a time with Dr. Webster; at

tended Homer Academy lectures at Geneva, and received an

honorary diploma from the New York City Medical College .

He removed to Allegany county about 1844, and in 1848 ,

was married to Miss Ellissif L. Mills, daughter of Webster

Mills, of Hume.

He was the youngest of a family of six children . His

brother, Robert Stewart, was elected governor of Missouri

previous to the rebellion . He was a close discerner and

analyzer of diseases, and was very successful in the treat

ment of difficult cases. He was not confined to theories

and books but relied on experience and experiments. Po

litically he was a strong democrat and took an active part

)
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cial cases .

)

in politics . The last few years of his life he was a strong ad

vocate of temperance, by precept and example , Socially he

was one of the kindest of friends. His charities knew no

bounds as long as means lasted , and he would frequently

borrow to give to the poor. His death occurred September

24th, 1878, in Hume, and that of Mrs. Stewart Nor mber

7th, 1875, deeply mourned by three children ; Dr. Charles

Stewart, Mrs. Mary Fish , and Allen B. Stewart, and a large

circle of friends and acquaintances.

Dr. CHARLES M. STEWART, of Hume, N.Y. , was born April

19th , 1850 He attended the Hume village school, Gen

esee Seminary and the Pike Seminary. He began the

study of medicine in his father's office, and graduated in

1870 at the Buffalo Medical College. He practiced in Hume,

where he remained one year, and then removed to Belfast ,

where he successfully practiced two years. He then re

turned to Hume village, where he has since resided . He

was married October 11th , 1872 , at Brockport, to Mrs. Annie

M. Fletcher, of Buffalo, daughter of Mortimer and Maria

Keach , of Sweden , Monroe county, N. Y.

In politics Dr. Stewart is a democrat ; is one of the success

ful physicians of Allegany county, and is highly esteemed in

his native town for his many good qualities as a citizen and

physician.

JASPER N. Taber, of Hume, N. Y. , was born in the town

of Castile, Wyoming county, May 7th , 1837 , and is the eighth

child and sixth son of Colonel Stephen D. Taber, who came

when quite young with his father, Gideon, from Vermont, and

settled in Wyoming county . The latter built the first log

house and barn on the old Allegany road from Perry to Cuyler

ville. In 1831 Stephen D. purchased a partly improved

farm of one hundred and twenty acres, in the township of

Castile, and became one of the leading and most prosperous

farmers of the county . He served as supervisor for a number

of terms and held numerous other positions of honor and

trust in the town . He died February 16th , 1871, and was

known as an energetic business man , and a useful , enterpris

ing and public spirited citizen. The subject of this sketch ,

Jasper N. Taber, a representative farmer of the town in which

he resides,married Miss Dora M. , daughter of Augustus Ham

mond, in 1867. Politically, he is a firm believer in republican

principles, but never takes a very active part in political mat.

ters . Socially Mr. and Mrs. Taber are highly esteemed by

their friends and neighbors. They reside in one of the most

pleasant homes in Allegany county , a view of which appears

in this work in connection with their portraits at page 310 .

Dr. W. S. Todd, of Angelica, N. Y. , was born July 12th ,

1819, in Hyde Park , Dutchess county , N. Y. He is of Eng

lish descent , was reared on a farm and had only common

school advantages until the age of twenty-one . After ma-

jority he attended Ithaca Academy, a select school , studied

medicine with Drs . Coan and Bolter at Ovid , Seneca county,

attended medical lectures at Hobart College , Geneva, and re

ceived a diploma from that institution in 1849. He was

married in 1845 to Frances M. Allen , of Lansing, Tompkins

county . In 1849 he located in Angelica, and commenced

the practice of medicine. Having naturally an enquiring

mind he was led , after consideration , to adopt the practice

of homeopathy in 1859, which he has since practiced. He
has raised two sons. Myron A. Todd, the eldest , is a grad

uate of the Homeopathic Hospital College, Cleveland , O. ,

and is now practicing at Bradford , Pa ., very successfully,

being health officer and city physician at that place. Wil

liam S., junior, also a graduate of the Homeopathic Hos

pital College, Cleveland , is enjoying a lucrative practice at
Belfast, Allegany county. Having become tired of the con

finen , ent of a local practice, Dr. Todd adopted an itinerant

practice in 1868 , and treated patients in New York , Penn

sylvania and Ohio, thereby having seen and treated a greater

variety of diseases in his seven years travelling experience,

than would occur in a lifetime of local practice. The repu

tation acquired during that time bas been the means of his

being called to great distances in consultations and spe

Dr. Todd is considered one of the representative

men of Allegany county, and is highly esteemed socially.

Deacon Simox VENDER, of Hume, N. Y. , born in 1809 ,

was a resident of Montgomery county , N. Y., until 1835 ,

when he joined , in Hume, the forces armed with axes and

farming implements as weapons of their peaceful warfare,

making their way through the wilds of the “ Holland

Purchase," transforming its forests into green pastures and

fertile fields.

Purchasing eighty acres of land , included in the farm now

owned and occupied by his son Simon , and planting his

destiny there, he commenced in a howling wilderness, with

no money and very little of anything outside of his invest

ment, except a sound mind in a sound body, and a worthy

and estimable companion to share with him the trials , hard .

ships and privations ever incident to pioneer life, and by

incessant labor and untiring energy succeeded in converting

this tract of land into one of the most productive hill farms

of the town .

As years passed his accumulations were invested in more

land , and his boundary lines so extended as to embrace one

of the largest estates of the town — the just reward of honest

industry. In 1834 he married Clara Ann Claus, a devoted

Christian lady, a fond wiſe and a loving and affectionate

mother. Two children were born of this marriage, Hor

atio H. and Simon C. , of whom mention is made elsewhere.

She died in December, 1860. Deacon Vedder was a con .

servative Democrat, never taking a very active part in

political matters , still a strong advocate of the principles

of his party. Soon after his advent in the town he

connected himself with the Baptist church society at Hume

village, and was foremost in assisting and contributing to the

erection of their present church edifice.

He lived a life of integrity and uprightness of char

acter, honored by all who knew him, always identified with

every interest that had for its object the enlightenment of

the people and the furtherance of the principles of right, and

died April 12th , 1876—the family losing a kind father and

an affectionate husband, the church a chief pillar, and the

town one of the most substantial and esteemed of its citizens .

HORATIO H. VEDDER, of Hume , N. Y. , eldest child of

Deacon Simon Vedder, was born in 1835 , in the town of

Oppenheim (now in Fulton county) in this state, and came

“ west " with his parents when very young to commence

life in the then almost unbroken wilderness of northern Al

legany, enjoying the comforts and enduring the privations

of new settlement life . He lived with his father on the

homestead until twenty - four years of age, when he was mar

ried to Miss Elinina Pratt , second daughter of Alanson Pratt,

(in his time a leading citizen of the town of Centreville ),

and has since made home pleasant upon the well tilled

farm where he now resides. Mr. Vedder is one of the

prosperous , active and enterprising farmers of the town .

SIMON C.VELDER, of Hume,N.Y .,was born on the old Ved

der homestead August 23d , 1848. He attended district school,

was a student at Pike Seminary, and also Rochester Com

mercial College . He assisted his father on the farm until

the age of twenty-one, when he secured an adjoining farm

which he cultivated , residing at home with his father, and

at the time of his father's death, April 12th , 1876, he came

into possession of the old homestead. In 1870 and 1871 ,,

he made an extended trip to Michigan , Indiana, Illin

ois and California, with a view of engaging in business ,

but after consideration decided to remain in his native town .

He is actively engaged in the cultivation of his large farm

and is also interested in the loan and discount business . In

politics he is an uncompromising democrat . Socially , Mr.

and Mrs. Vedder are highly esteemed . They are interested

in every enterprise that has for its object the improvement

of the community, and liberally support the church which

they attend . They are among the first of Hume's enter

prising, successful and wealthy families.

. )
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